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PREFACE  TO  VOLUME  II. 


As  this  work  has  progressed,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to 
enlarge  the  scope  and  in  a  measure  to  depart  from  the  original 
plan.  Many  letters  and  documents  of  more  or  less  importance 
historically,  that  Governor  Clinton  wrote  or  alludes  to,  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  manuscript  collection  owned  by  the  State.  To 
make  consecutive  the  story  of  the  Revolutionary  War_,  so  far  as 
that  story  relates  to  New  York  State,  records  have  been  searched 
and  biographical  correspondence  of  the  time,  American,  Eng- 
lish and  French,  has  been  examined  and  utilized. 

Liberties  have  been  taken  with  the  manuscript  collection  that 
were  not  necessary  in  the  preparation  of  the  first  volume.  The 
editor  of  the  manuscript  collection  often  separated  a  letter  from 
its  answer,  giving  to  each  a  distinct  documentary  number,  sev- 
eral other  documents  frequently  intervening,  according  to  the 
dates  involved.  Where  the  subject  matter  is  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary importance,  the  letter  and  the  answer  have  been  consoli- 
dated, for  printing.  For  the  further  purpose  of  elucidation,  foot- 
notes have  been  liberally  employed.  Special  efforts  have  invari- 
ably been  made  where  practicable,  to  compare  what  are  unmis- 
takably "  copies "  of  documents  in  the  manuscripts,  with  the 
originals. 

Many  historians  have  given  credit  to  General  Putnam  for  the 
selection  of  West  Point  as  a  military  post.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
this  spot  was  chosen  on  the  recommendation  of  George  Clinton. 
The  letter  substantiating  this  statement  is  deposited  in  the  State 
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iv  Pklkack. 

Dt-partuifUi  at  Washiujjtou,  1>.  C.  Throiijili  the  courtesy  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  ami  of  «;eneial  F.  C.  Ainswoith.  U.  S.  A., 
chief  of  the  Kecoid  and  IVusiou  Oflice,  a  copy  of  this  important 
document  has  been  obtained  and  is  printed  in  this  volume. 

The  exacting  hibors  necessary  in  a  w(»rk  of  this  character,  have 
been  softened  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  various  State  De- 
partments and  the  cordial  assistance  by  representatives  of  the 
national  administration  at  Washington. 

HUGH  HASTINGS, 

State  HistormiK 

State  Capitol,  Albany.  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1000. 
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14  15                 16  17  18  19  20 

21  22                23  24  25  26  27 

28  29  30 

Sun.  Mon.         Tues.  Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat. 


July. 


12  3  4 

5  6  7  8  9  10  11 

12  13  14  15  16  17  18 

19  20  21  22  23  24  25 

26  27  28  29  30  31 

Sun.  Mon.  Tues.  Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat. 

Aug.  1 

2                  3  4  5  6                  7  8 

9  10  11  12  13  14  15 

16  17  18  19  20  21  22 

23  24  25  26  27  28  29 

30  31 

Sun.  Mon.  Tues.  Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat. 

12  3                  4  5 

6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

13  14  15  16  17  18  19 

20  21  22  23  24  25  26 

27  28  29  30 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Sun.  Mon.  Tues.  Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat. 

12  3 

4                  5  6  7  8  9  10 

11  12  13  14  15  16  17 

18                 19  20  21  22  23  24 

25  26  27  28  29  30  31 

Sun.  Mon.  Tues.  Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat. 

Nov.            12  3  4  5  6  7 

8                  9  10  11  12  13  14 

15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

22                 23  24  25  20  27  28 

29  30 

Sun.  Mon.  Tues.  Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat. 

Dee.  12  3  4  5 

6                  7  8  9  10  11  12 

13                 14  15  16  17  18  19 

20                21  22  23  24  25  26 

27               28  29  30  31 
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No.  7 — Map  of  Burgoyne's  Position  at  Bemus  Heights — opposite  page 
430. 

No.  8 — Map  of  Burgoyne's  Position  at  Schuylerville — opposite  page 
440. 

No.  9 — Major  General  Alexander  McDougall — opposite  page  750. 


KRRATA. 


Page  84,  first  Hue,  as  follows,  "  Colo.  Van  Scbaick  with  the  Coutiuental 
troops  under  his  command,"  should  be  read  as  the  first  line  of  page  82. 

Page  130,  line  13,  the  line  "  The  Former  Addresses  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief  in  regard  to  Bread "  should  read  "  The  Former  Addresses  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  Regard  to  Bread." 

Page  162,  last  line,  after  the  word  "  who,"  strike  out  "  understands  and 
therefore  loves,"  and  insert  "  in  his  administration  will  prove." 

Page  269,  line  2,  the  word  "  goal "  should  read  "  gaol." 

Page  303,  line  10,  the  firm  name  "  Roderique  Hotalez  &  Company " 
should  read  "  Roderique  Eortalez  &  Company." 

Page  316,  line  7,  the  word  "  goal "  should  read  "  gaol." 

Page  853,  line  6,  the  line  "  For  the  Relief  of  Persons  who  have  Plun- 
dered "  should  read  "  For  the  Relief  of  Persons  who  have  hccn  Plnndei-ed." 
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IMSS.  VOLUIVIE   II   (ContirLtied). 


MANUSCRIPT  VOL.  II 

(continued). 


[No.  531.] 
Militia  in  Westohester  Slow  in  Filling  Their  Ranks. 

Philipse  Burgh,  June  4th  1777. 
Honour'd  Sir, 

The  Levy  of  Militia  you  Order'd  out  are  not  more  than  one 
half  down  and  I  conceive  not  like  to  be  rais'd.  The  General  Com- 
mittee of  this  County  have  taken  on  themselves  to  Order  the 
Field  OflBcers  to  Compleat  their  Quota's,  and  to  raise  three  Com- 
panies of  Rangers,  to  give  them  L  6  or  L  6:  10  Pr  Month;  and 
when  they  cannot  draw  Provision  16  /  pr  week  for  their  Subsist- 
ance  in  Lieu  of  Rations,  that  they  are  to  be  under  their  Command 
and  design'd  to  guard  themselves,  which  Authority  they  take 
from  a  Resolution  of  Convention  of  May  6th  Impowering  the 
Committee  &  Field  OflBcers  to  raise  as  many  men  in  said  County 
as  they  could  for  the  defence  of  the  County  and  that  they  would 
pay  the  Expence  thereof. 

Therefore,  pray,  you  will  Order  Colo.  Thomas  and  Colo.  Gilb't 
Drake,  to  send  down  their  Quota's  Immediatly,  as  for  the  want 
of  them  the  few  men  we  have  are  but  of  Little  Service. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Very  humble  Serv't, 

James  Hamman,  Col. 

P.  S.    Sir,  I  sent  you  two  Cheeses  and  Should  be  Glad  to  know 
if  they  are  Come  to  hand. 
To  Genl.  Clinton. 
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[No.  532.] 

Xothing  Af/ainst  Fancn  Save  Love  of  Strong  Drink. 

New  Windsor  4tli  June  1777. 
Honored  Sir, 

The  bearer  hereof  James  Faiicn  is  ilie  Person  I  men- 
tioned to  you  as  an  Armoun-r.  On  your  request  I  offered 
him  8  /  pr  day  which  is  £12  pr  Month  for  the  service  you 
mentioned  to  me;  he  thought  it  was  not  euoujih  as  he  had  rec'd 
£15  pr  month  in  Albany.  However  he  went  to  work  in  order  to 
prepare  some  tools  that  were  necessary  for  his  busness,  and 
now  goes  down  on  the  terms  formerly  oll'ered ;  therefore  belive 
he  is  contented  with  the  matter.  He  is  an  excellent  workman 
at  almost  every  branch  of  the  Smith's  busness;  but  belive  his 
Character  very  slender,  dont  know  whether  any  thing  can  be 
charged  on  him  save  the  love  of  strong  Drink — think  if  you  hold 
him  a  little  short  by  the  Head  he  may  prove  servicable. 

I  expect  to  send  with  this;  Bellows,  Anvil.  i*v:  Vi/e.  but  as 
they  were  not  come  over  the  River  last  Night  cannot  be  certain. 
However  they  shall  be  forwarded  with  all  possable  expidition. 
Files  also  as  soon  as  I  can  procure  them  from  Fridreck  Burgh. 

I  am  D'r  Genl.  with  due  respect, 

Your  Very  Hum'e  Serv't, 

Eobt.  Boyd  Jun'r. 
Honorable  Genl.  George  Clinton. 
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[No.  533.] 
GENERAL  PUTNAM  WANTS  THE  FRIGATES. 

And  hi^  Proposition  is  Indorsed  hi/  General  Clinton  for  the  Defence 

of  the  Hudson. 

Fort  Montgomery  5th  June  1777. 
Sir, 

I  was  desired  by  General  Putnam  two  Days  ago  to  write  to 
the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State  requesting  they  woud  use 
every  Means  in  their  Power  to  forward  the  Continental  Frigates 
down  to  this  Post;  he  likewise  desired  me  to  mention  that  as 
very  Considerable  Aditional  Works  at  the  public  Expence  were 
directed  to  be  made  for  the  more  effectual  Obstruction  of  the 
Navigation  of  the  River  at  Fort  Montgomery,  in  which  this  State 
is  so  much  Interested,  it  was  expected  that  the  two  State  Priva- 
teers woud  be  sent  down  to  the  Chain  with  the  other  Vessels, 
to  which  I  presume  there  can  be  no  Objection  as  at  that  Place 
they  may  be  of  great  Service  &  I  cant  see  that  they  can  be  of  any 
in  any  other  Place  in  the  River,  especially  since  the  Shipping 
are  out  of  the  Creek  &  will  be  armed  for  their  own  Defence. 

I  shoud  be  glad  to  know  if  the  Committee  of  Arangement 
continue  to  appoint  Officers  to  supi)ly  Vaccanies  in  the  five  State 
Regiments,  as  well  because  I  understand  there  are  already  many 
in  some  of  them,  as  that  it  is  a  Contingency  we  may  frequently 
expect  &  the  Service  injured  if  not  speedilly  supplied.  I  expect 
my  present  Brigade  Major  will  soon  be  ordered  to  Join  the  Regi- 
ment to  which  his  Excellency  the  Genl.  has  appointed  him.  I 
mean  then  to  make  an  Offer  of  that  Berth  to  Capt.  Lush  the 
Paymaster  to  Colo.  Du  Bois's  Regt.  in  which  Case,  however,  I 
woud  esteem  it  a  singular  favour  if  Capt.  Townsend,  a  Worthy 
Officer  of  my  Brigade  last  year,  might  succeed  him  in  his  present 
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Office,  for  which  as  he  served  a  Time  to  Merchandize;  I  think  hiui- 
Very  capable  &  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  woud  be  agreable  to  the 
Regiment.  He  has  Merrit,  not  only  as  a  good  Officer,  but  in 
eacrafizing  his  Livelihood  which  was  Comfortable  in  the  Cause 
&  he  is  now  out  of  all  kind  of  Business.  I  am  with  much  Respect, 
Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  John  Conkling,  Esqr.  of  Haver- 
straw,  a  Recruiting  Capt.  in  the  Enemy's  Service,  his  first  Lieut, 
of  the  same  Name,  a  Serjt,  &  one  Private  were  sent  in  here  Wed- 
nesday last  by  my  Brother;  his  Inlisting  Paper  was  found 
with  him  to  which  there  was  twenty  odd  Names  subscribed,  a 
permission  to  pass  &  Repass  the  Out  Posts  from  Genl.  Howe 
&  a  Protection  from  Earl  Cornwallis,  all  Datd  in  November  last. 
I  have  ordered  them  to  Peeks  Kill,  in  Irons  to  be  tried  for 
Treason.  My  Brother  writes  me  that  a  small  Scouting  Party  of 
his,  had  just  ret'd  from  Bergen  Woods,  where  they  had  taken 
two  Waggons  on  their  Ret'n  from  N.  York  which  had  been  to 
market  there. 

The  Men  escaped  who  were  in  but  fled  &  left  the  Wagons  but 
left  some  W^omen  in  them. 

[To  Council  of  Safety.] 


[No.  534.] 

Captain  Bcdloic  Suyycstcd  as  Dcpiiti/  Paymaster-General  to  Gen, 

Putnam. 

New  Windsor  June  5th,  1777. 
Dear  S'r, 

Your  kind  favor  of  the  3d  Inst,  covering  one  from  Genl.  Put- 
nam, I  have    received.     Your    thinking    me    Capable  of    being 
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Deputy  P.  M.  G.  to  Genl.  Putnam's  Divission,  and  Recomending 
me  to  liim  for  that  office  is  a  peice  of  Friendship  which  with  the 
many  I  and  my  Family  have  received  from  you,  I  never  shall  (and 
I  hope  they  never  will)  forget.  I  have  Inclosed  my  answer  to 
Genl.  Putnam  open  for  your  Perusal;  if  you  think  it  Proper  to 
send  to  him,  be  so  kind  as  to  close  &  forward  it,  if  not,  destroy 
it.  I  could  not  determin  till  I  have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  of 
you,  to  know  the  Nature  of  the  above  office  and  were  I  should 
be  obliged  to  have  my  Chief  residence.  I  am  now  Busy  prepare- 
ing  the  Accts.  for  the  works  here  in  order  to  get  a  settlement 
with  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  State,  to  the  1st  day  of  the 
month;  this  with  its  being  pay  Time  for  the  last  month  and 
attendence  often  for  Sundrys  wanted  from  the  store,  gives  me 
at  present  constant  Imploy  so  that  it  would  be  Impossible  for 
me  to  wait  on  Genl.  Putnam  till  all  the  artificers  are  paid  of,  who 
are  a  sett  of  Gentlemen  that  must  have  their  money  when  they 
call  for  it. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  take  notice  to  my  Friend,  that  besides 
the  appointment  of  commissary  of  Stores,  which  the  Convention 
of  this  State  on  your  Letter  of  Eecomendation  the  1st  of  Dec'r 
last,  gave  me,  they  did  by  their  Resolve  of  the  9th  Jan'y  follow- 
ing, in  addition  to  my  former  appointment  appoint  me  also  Com- 
missioner to  the  works  to  keep  an  Acct.  of  all  Expenditures  & 
pay  Accts;  my  sallery  for  which,  to  be  10  /  pr.  day;  this  with  the 
first. appointment  of  10  /  &  3  Rations  pr.  day  makes  my  present 
sallery  20/  &  three  Rations;  it  is  true  this  will  not  last  long, 
and  the  other  may.  I  mention  these  for  your  Judgment  thereon 
when  I  have  the  pleasure  to  see  you. 

It  has  given  Mrs.  Bedlow,  Miss  Caty  &  self  a  Heartfelt  Satis- 
faction to  hear  you  was  so  well  again  as  to  be  at  Peeks  Kill  & 
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hope  to  see  Mrs.  Clinton  return  Better  iu  Health  then  when  she 
left  us;  they  all  Joyn  me  in  our  warmest  Regards  to  you  &  Mrs. 
Clinton. 

I  am  D'r  S'r, 

Your  Ilunrc  Scrv't, 

William  Bedlow. 

P.  S.  the  Family  at  your  House  all  well  this  morning. 
To  Brig'r  Genl.  George  Clinton. 


[No.  535.] 

George  Clinton  Orders  Capt.  Hodge  to  Bring  Down  the  Frigates  and 

Galleys  from   Poughkeepsie  to  the  Chain. 

Fort  Montgomery  6th  June  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  his  Honor  Genl.  Putnam,  to  desire  that  yon 
will  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  of  your  Power  iu  fixing  &  bring 
ing  down  with  all  possible  Expedition  to  the  Chain  at  this  Place, 
the  Continental  Frigate  under  your  Command,  whore  you  will 
receive  Guns  for  her  &  such  aditioual  Men  as  you  may  want  to 
man  her.  His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  expects  the  Frigates 
and  Gallies  are  already  at  that  Station  which  renders  us  more 
anxious  for  their  Speedy  Arival.  I  am  with  Esteem  your  Most 
Obed't  Serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 

We  shall  be  oblidged  to  put  |i  Pounders  on  P>oard  one  of  the 
Ships;  is  not  a  pitty  we  coud  not  have  the  is  j»(nin(l<-!-s  at  Sallis- 
burry. 
Tc  Capt.  Hodge. 
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[No.  536.] 

Returns  of  Col.  Hashrouck's  Regiment,  Under  Major  Janaen,  at  Fort 
Montfjomery. — June  7,  1777. 

A  Return  of  Coll.  Jonathan  Hasbrook's  Regiment  Under  the 
Command  Major  Joliannis  Jansen  Agreeable  to  the  Returns 
Given  in  by  the  OflBcers  Present. 

Fort  Montgomery  July  7th  1777. 


Commissioned  Officers 
Present 

NON  COM.MISSIONED 

Rank  &  File 

3 

u 

t4 

o 

£ 

a 

a 

a 

a 

S 

o 

a 
O 

'2 

a 

<1 

Si 

1" 

o 
& 
u 
o 

1 

a 

3 

0 

C8 

> 

Is 

o 
H 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Capt.  Teipening 

2 

2 

1 

13 

20 

Capt.  Graham 

2 

2 

15 

21 

Capt.  Cnse 

4 

2 

14 

23 

Capt.  Wood 

3 

2 

1 

25 

33 

Capt.  Jausen 

2 

2 

20 

26 

Capt.  Smith 

3 

14 

19 

Capt.  Roosa 

2 

1 

1 

1 

12 

19 

Capt.  Robertson 

1 

2 

1 

17 

23 

Lieut.  Willcin 

3 

21 

25 

Lieut  Daivjil  Gue 

1 

4 

2 

I 

21 

30 

Lieut.  Denton 





2 

1 



— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

16 

23 

188 

267       Total 

[No.  537.] 
Col.  Hughes  Requires  a  CaptaWs  Guard  to  Protect  the  Public  Stores 

at  Fishkill. 

Fishkill,  8th  June  1777. 
Dear  General, 

As  the  Place  is  fix'd  on  for  the  Provisions  and  some  of  them 
there,  it  is  necessary  that  a  Guard  should  be  order'd,  especially 
when  the  Neighbourhood  is  consider'd,  and  that  the  Salt  is  to 
be  sent  there  also.     I  think  that  a  Captn's  Guard  will  be  neces- 
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sary,  &  a  full  Company  too;  as  we  may  be  oblig'd  to  occupy  two 
or  three  Stores. 

May  I  felicitate  you,  Sir?  It  is  spoken  of  here  as  decided,  & 
the  Difference  ascertain'd. 

I  expect  to  give  Major  Taylor  a  Draught  on  your  Lady  this 
Day,  if  not  prevented  by  the  Rain  from  Crossing,  as  I  am  not 
quite  well  yet. 

I  am,  Dear  General, 

your  most  Obdnt.  and  Humble  Ser't, 

Hugh  Hughes. 
The  Honble  General  Clinton. 


[No.  538.] 

THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  SLOW. 
No  Chins,  Ammunition  or  Seamen  for  the  Frigates  at  Poughkeepsie. 

State  of  New  York,  Kingston  June  10th  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  desired  me  to  inform  you  in  answer  to  your 
favour  of  the  fifth  Instant*  that  they  have  exerted  themselves  to 
their  Utmost  to  forward  the  Continental  Frigates  but  as  the 
State  is  without  Cannon  and  Seamen  it  is  impossible  that  their 
exertions  can  answer  the  purpose.  The  Ships  are  now  at  Poug- 
keepsie,  and  we  hope  they  will  soon  be  rigged,  which  is  the  ut- 
most we  shall  be  able  to  do  towards  compleating  them.  We  have 
informed  General  Putnam  of  our  Destitute  Condition  and  from 
the  information  received  from  General  Green,  trust  he  will  fall 
upon  some  means  to  procure  Guns  and  Seamen  for  them  that 
they  may  be  used  in  the  Defence  of  the  River.    One.of  our  Priva- 

•  See  page  6  et  seq. 
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tier  Sloops  is  employed  to  guard  the  State  Prisoners  on  Board 
the  Vessels  in  the  Elver,  the  other  is  now  at  Albany;  as  soon  as 
she  returns  she  shall  be  sent  down  to  the  Chain,  where  she  can 
be  of  but  little  Service  unless  men  can  be  procured  for  her  there. 
The  Committee  of  Arrangement  conceive  that  their  Power  ex- 
pired with  the  late  Convention,  but  the  Council  will  proceed  to 
fill  up  such  Vacancies  as  may  happen  in  the  five  Regiments,  till 
the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  and  will  always  pay  a  particular 
attention  to  your  recommendations.  Whenever  the  Paymaster- 
ship  of  Colonel  Dubois's  Regiment  shall  become  vacant,  a  Com- 
mission shall  be  filled  up  for  Captain  Townsend. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great  Respect 
your  most  obedient  hum'e  Serv't, 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Pres'dt. 
The  Honorable  General  Georue  Clinton. 


[No.  539.] 

Henry  SchenJc  Aslcs  as  to  Location  of  Depots  of  Promslons  in  Ulster 

County. 

Teusday  Morning— June  10th  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  Informed  by  Letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esqr.,  Com'y 
Genl.  that  you  are  to  appoint  the  place  or  places  in  Ulster 
County  proper  for  Magazine  of  Provisions  &c.  I  am  also  Di- 
rected to  Call  on  you  to  Know  wether  the  places  are  fix't.  So 
that  I  may  take  my  measure  agreeable  to  my  Directions. 
I  am  Sir  your  most  Obt.  Hum'e  Ser't, 

Henry  Schenk. 
To  Brig.  Genl.  George  Clinton. 
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[No.  54G.] 
A  Collection  of  Coiirt-i  Martial  Scntenc^^s  FolloiriiKj  Insubordination. 

Fort   Montgomery  Jim   lltb,   1777. 
At  a  Garrison  Court  Martial  held  this  day  for  the  Tryal  of 
the  Following  persons  that  are  brought  before  us. 

Capt.  Rosecrans,  President. 
Members. 
Lieut.  Henry  Pawling  Lieut.  Rich'd  Oliver 

Lieut.  Joseph  Austin  Ensign  Henry  Swartwout 

By  Order  of  Glo.  Clinton,  Brig'r  GenL 

Members  duly  Sworn  Proceeds  to  Tryal. 

Isaac  Lent,  Serjt.  of  Capt.  Thomas  Lee's  Company  being 
Brought  before  this  Court  for  Disobedience  or  Orders.  Pleads, 
Not  Guilty. 

Capt.  Godwin  being  sworn  and  saith  that  the  said  Isaac  Lent 
was  sent  on  Command  with  him  to  Fishkill,  by  Colo.  Dubois 
and  was  Ordered  to  Return  to  Join  his  Comp'y  Again  when  Capt. 
Godwin  should  order  him  which,  he  The  said  Godwin,  saith  did 
Desire  him  to  Return  but  did  not  obey  his  Orders. 

John  Rickey,  private  of  Capt.  D.  Bevier's  Company  being 
brought  before  this  Court  for  Getting  drunk,  on  parade  & 
threatning  Violence  with  his  Bayonet  to  Serjt.  John  Christy 
pleads  Guilty  of  being  Drunk  but  not  Guilty  of  threatning 
Violence. 

Thomas  Vallance,  Serjt.  of  Capt.  Moodie's  Company  of  Artil- 
lery, being  brought  before  this  Court  for  making  noise  after 
Tattoo  Beating  being,  ordered  to  keep  silent  by  Capt.  Ham- 
tramck  Three  times  Insulting  him  and  Refusing  to  give  his 
name.     Pleads,  not  Guilty. 
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"NA'illiam  Nichols,  Corporal  of  Capt.  Hoodie's  Company  for  the 
Like  pleads,  not  Guilty. 

William  Bochannen,  Bombarder  of  Capt.  Hoodie's  Company 
for  the  like  pleads,  not  Guilty. 

Jacobus  Vangardner,  Hatross  of  Capt.  Hoodie's  Company  for 
the  like  pleads,  not  Guilty. 

Robert  Wigham,  Hatross  of  Capt.  Hoodie's  Company  for  the 
like  pleads,  not  Guilty, 

Capt.  Hamtramck  being  brought  before  this  Court  &  Sworn 
Saith  that  after  Tattoo  he  ordered  them  to  be  Silent  three  times, 
and  Refus'd  to  Obey  his  orders,  and  When  he  went  up  stairs 
heard  one  of  them  say,  W^hat  had  they  to  do  with  him,  they 
had  Officers  of  Their  own  and  would  do  what  they  pleas'd,  But 
Did  not  know  the  person  that  mentioned  the  Words. 

Lieut.  Daniel  Lawrence  being  brought  before  Court  sworn  and 
saith,  that  he  heard  Capt.  Hamtramck  desire  the  men  below 
Stairs  of  their  Room,  to  make  no  Noise  which  he  Desired  two 
or  three  times,  but  did  Not  Obey  him,  and  heard  one  of  them 
say  that  they  were  Damn'd  fools  to  mind  any  other  Officer  but 
their  own,  but  did  not  know  the  person  that  Hentioned  them 
Words. 

Ensign  Henry  Vandenburgh  brought  before  this  Court  sworn 
and  Saith  that  he  heard  Capt.  Hamtramck  desire  the  men  be- 
low Under  their  Room  to  be  Silent  two  or  three  times,  *but 
did  not  Obey  his  orders;  he  went  down  to  them  and  told  them 
they  Would  Disturb  Hr.  Ganoe  who  was  up  stairs,  but  did  not 
Hind  him  when  he  sent  them  to  the  Guard  house;  and  Likewise 
heard  one  of  them  say  they  was  Damn'd  fools  To  mind  any  but 
their  own  Officers  but  did  not  know  the  person  that  Hentioned 
them  words. 
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Capt.  Moodie  Brought  before  the  Court  sworn  and  saith  that 
it  was  by  his  order  they  Refused  to  give  their  names;  the 
Reason  he  gave  was  that  an  oftieer  of  the  Guard  had  No  Right 
to  keep  a  prisoner  Confin'd  unless  he  had  his  Name  and  Crime. 

Hugh  Kroker  brought  before  this  Court  sworn  and  saith  that 
the  men  in  the  Room  had  Just  Come  iu  from  fatigue,  And  was 
Laughing  and  Shaking  hands  with  each  Other,  when  Capt.  Ilam- 
tramck  Came  Down  and  Desired  them  not  to  make  any  Noise 
and  Says  he  Heard  Nothing  of  the  afore  Mentioned  abuse. 

James  Brown  brought  before  this  Court  sworn  and  saith  that 
the  men  in  the  Room  had  Just  Come  in  from  fatigue  And  was 
Laughing  and  Shaking  hands  with  each  other,  when  they  was 
Desired  by  Capt.  Hamtramck  To  make  no  Noise,  When  they 
Answered  him  in  French,  Yes  Sir,  and  seem'd  to  be  more  Quiet 
after  that,  and  Says  he  heard  nothing  of  the  aforementioned 
abuse. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court  that  Isaac  Lent,  Serjeant  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Lee's  Company  be  Reduced  to  the  Ranks  And  do 
private's  Duty. 

It  is  also  the  opinion  of  this  Court  that  John  Rickey,  Private 
of  Capt.  Phillip  D.  Bevier's  Company  be  Stript  at  the  Whipping 
Post,  but  Receive  no  Lashes,  and  be  Severely  Reprimanded  on 
the  Public  Parade,  from  there  Sent  to  the  Guard  house  and 
kept*four  days  Confin'd  On  Bread  &  Water. 

It  is  also  the  opinion  of  this  Court  that  Thomas  Vallance, 
William  Nichols,  William  Bochannen,  Jacobus  Van  Gardner, 
Robert  Wigham  all  of  Capt.  Moodey's  Company  of  Artillery  be 
Severely  Reprimand'd  On  the  public  parade  and  Ask  Capt.  Ham- 
tramck's  pardon  for  Abusing  of  him. 

Jas.  Rosekrans  President. 
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The  above  Sentences  are  approved  &  ordered  to  be  put  in 
Execution  immediatly.     Fort  Montgomery  12th  June  1777. 

Geo.  Clinton,  B.  Genl. 


[No.  547.] 

Gen.  John  Morin  Scott  Wislies  to  Confer  with  George  Clinton  as  Soon 
as  He  Can  Cross  the  River. 

New  Windsor  June  11th  1777, 
My  dear  General, 

I  fully  intended  to  see  you  this  night.  I  am  in  a  Sulky  & 
therefore,  cannot  see  you  but  by  Water,  yet  I  have  abundant 
Reasons  to  see  you  immediately.  There  is  no  Boat  here  by 
which  I  can  be  dispatched.  I  am  therefore  constrained  to  cross 
the  River.  I  am  determined  to  see  you  to  Morrow  Ev'g.  I  have 
much  to  say  to  you  &  the  Officers  under  your  Command.  I  shall 
probably  go  across  the  River  from  fort  Constitution.  I  am  des- 
tined to  Peeks  Kill.  I  hope  at  one  or  other  of  the  places  to 
procure  a  Conveyance  to  your  Side  of  the  Water.  Believe  me, 
Dear  George,  to  be  most  sincerely  &  affectionately  Yours, 

Jno.  Morin  Scott. 

See,  if  I  don't  think  of  my  Friends.  I  have  provided  a  Bottle 
of  excellent  Snuflf  for  you  Which  I  have  committed  to  Major 
Logan's  Care,  who  will  send  it  down  to  you  in  the  Morning. 

To  The  Honorable  Brigadier  General  Clinton  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomerie. 
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[No.  554.] 
The  Frif/atcs  and  ^yho  ^VU^  Commund  Them. 

Foi't  Montgoiiiory  12tli  Juiit'  1777. 
Dear  Sir. 

I  rec'd  your  Favour  of  yesterday  by  Capt.  Palmer.  I  will 
chearfully  do  every  Thing  in  my  Power  to  have  the  Gallies  im- 
mediatly  fitted  for  Use.  I  fear  Wf  shant  be  able  to  supply  them 
with  Men  from  this  Post  as  we  have  but  few  Watermen  among 
the  Troops  here.  Capt.  Palmer  I  think  might  be  able  to  get  a 
Number  from  the  Country  as  he  has  considerable  Influence  with 
the  People  that  woud  best  Suit;  but  he,  from  some  Con  e.-sation 
which  happond  at  Genl.  McDougal's  yesterday  wishes  to  decline 
the  Command  of  the  Shark.  He  thinks  his  Appo'n'ment  dis- 
agreeable to  Genl.  McDougal  &  that  this  might  render  him  un- 
happy in  the  Service.  You  may  remember  I  ment'd  him  as  an 
Active  brave  Man  which  I  dare  say  he  is,  but  not  possessed  of 
much  of  any  Experience  as  a  Sea  Oflficer  in  the  Fighting  Way 
&  I  mentioned  a  Certain  Capt.  Leycraft,  as  an  old  Privateer 
Capt.  who  Genl.  McDougal  thought  well  of  as  a  Suitable  Man 
to  comtaand  the  Gaily. 

I  am  surprized  my  last  Week's  Koturn  has  not  been  delivered 
to  your  Honor;  it  was  made  out  in  Season  &  sent  down  by  an 
Officer  who  came  up  here  for  Capt.  Concklen  &  otlu-r  Prisoners 
who  promised  faithfully  to  deliver  it  with  his  own  Hands.  I 
have  not  yet  rec'd  tliis  Week's  Kcturn  from  Fort  Constitution. 
I  expect  it  in  tliis  Kvcning  A:  will  send  it  forward  as  soon  as  it 
comes  to  Hand.  I  Inclose  a  Copy  of  last  Week's  Return  with 
the  Ret'n  of  G  of  F.  C.  added  which  was  not  in  the  Original. 
I  am  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  Gen.  PutnauL] 
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[No.  555.] 

Col.  Hughes  Writes  on  Supplies. 

Fishkill  13tb  June  1777. 
Dear  General, 

1  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  yon  a  Packet  from  General  Scott.* 
Capt.  Dobbs  has  promis'd  that  he,  or  his  Son,  will  deliver  it  into 
jour  own  Hands,  as  the  General  is  pretty  anxious  that  it  should 
go  safe  &  quick. 

As  Col.  Wads  worth  has  undertaken  to  supply  the  Post  at 
Peekskill  with  salt  Provisions  by  Land,  as  well  as  the  Forts,  all 
that  comes  under  my  Care  will,  henceforward,  be  deposited  at 
Newborough,  [Newburg]  till  a  more  suitable  Place  is  fix'd  on, 
by  you,  Sir. 

If  a  Place  is  already  pitch'd  on,  or  you  would  chuse  to  have 
it  carried  further  from  the  River,  please  to  let  me  know  either, 
and  it  shall  be  convey'd  agreeable  to  your  Direction. 

Capt.  Machin  applied  to  us  the  other  Day  for  ten  Tons  of  square 
Iron,  which  could  not  supply,  nor  the  tenth  Part  of  it,  as  the  most 
of  that  sort  is  at  Fredricksburgh  &  Danbury,  saving  what  is 
drawn  for  the  Laboratory  at  Springfield  &c. 

I  advis'd,  as  he  has  Instructions  to  purchase  what  is  wanted, 
to  get  the  Iron  where  we  do,  as  it  is  puting  the  States  to  an  use- 
less Expense  to  fetch  it  from  here,  when  he  can  get  within  a 
Triffle,  as  convenient  on  the  other  Side:  Nay,  some  may  be  had 
much  more  convenient,  of  Brewster,  I  imagine;  and  what  he  cant 
furnish,  can  be  had  at  Chester,  where  we  get. 

In  the  mean  Time,  lest  Business  should  stop  I  gave  an  order 
for  any  that  might  be  in  Major  Taylor's  Store,  till  they  could 
procure  more. 

•  See  page  21. 
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Tools  we  have  furnish'd,  such  as  were  in  Store,  and  gave  Major 
Taylor  Directions  to  afford  every  Assistance  in  bis  Power,  all 
which,  I  hope,  will  meet  wuth  your  Approbation. 

I  am.  Dear  General,  your  most  obedient  and  very  Humble  Ser't, 

Hugh  Hughes. 
The  Honble.  General  George  Clinton. 


[No.  556.] 
Major  Logan  *S'e«rfs  General  George  Clinton  a  Tory  Prisoner  and  a 

Deposition. 

New  Windsor,  June  14,  1777. 
Honorad  Sir, 

I  send  you  one  Mead,  prisener,  which  has  been  about  the  works 
2  or  3  days  which  I  xspect  to  be  a  bad  fellow.  I  inclos  Mr.  Odgan 
examanashion  about  the  mater  to  you  and  Intend  to  try  if  I  Con 
get  Sum  Mor  Evidens  among  the  peple  at  the  works.  I  have 
Not  Examened  him  but  Very  Litel,  but  what  I  asked  him  he 
denied  all  Mr.  Odgan  Sad. 

Sir  I  am  your  Honner's  Most  omble  Servant, 

Sam'l  Logan, 
the    Honorable    General    Gorge    Clinton    Commandat    of    the 
fortifications  in  the  Highlands. 


New  Windsor,  June  14th  1777. 
the-  Examennation  of  Ichabod  Ogden,  the  Examanent  says, 
that  on  the  12th  of  Instnt.  he  was  on  Langlen's  Schooner  where 
one  John  Mead  Came  on  bord  of  said  Schooner.  S'd  Ogden  went 
in  the  hole  and  Mead  followed  him;  Ogden  said  these  Cursed 
shverdefreeze  has  Rewened  me.     S'd  Mead  Asked  whv  he  did 
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not  Carry  his  Chese  to  New  York.  I  asked  bira  how  I  Could 
Git  it  there,  he  thought  he  Could  Carry  it  by  the  forts  without 
being  hurt.  I  told  him  I  Did  not  mind  the  Chese.  I  asked  him 
If  he  thought  we  Could  not  pas  that  way  by  Land,  he  says  yes, 
he  Could  Git  to  Cokeat,  there  was  pilates  there  Concealed,  to 
Carry  people  Down ;  he  dezerted  from  Rogers  and  since  that  Time 
sent  his  Father  and  Two  Brothers  Down  to  New  York;  that  he 
had  sent  his  wife  in  to  know  the  Certainty  of  the  Times  in  New 
Y(5rk;  that  we  Could  Cut  wood  on  any  man's  Land  along  the 
River;  that  he  said  that  America  would  be  attacted  on  Evory 
part;  he  said  that  there  was  several  men  in  the  works  that  would 
Go  of  with  him  and  one  of  the  four  men  would  allso  Go  of  with 
them  and  further  Saith  not. 

John  Mead  Relateed  the  Above  to  me. 

Ichabod  Ogden. 

N.  B.  the  Examminant  farther  say  that  said  Mead  Come  from 
Bargin  County. 


[No.  557.] 
D.  Wynkoop,  Jr.,  Transmits  Political  News  to  the  General. 

Kingston  the  14  June  1777. 
Deer  Generell, 

This  is  To  Inform  you  that  all  Frinds  here  are  In  a  good  State 
of  Helth  as  I  hope  these  may  find  you  and  yours.  As  To  Nuse 
We  Have  ^^ery  Little.  We  Hare  that  Carlton  is  Disarming  the 
Gannadiens  and  that  a  Franch  fleet  is  Neer  the  River  of  St.  Law- 
rence. Our  Election  for  officers  of  the  State  is  Neer  at  hand  but 
Little  Has  been  Hard  Concerning  the  Persons  To  be  Hild  up. 
Generell  Scuyler  and  your  Self  Seems  To  be  fixed  on  by  many  as 
for  Governors.   Coll.  Pawling  &  DeWitt  for  Senetors.   Mr.  Tappen 
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mv  Brother  ami  Dorinr  Dc  Wilt  as  Kcprfscntt'tivcs  with 
Mess.  Parks,  Kav  and  Cor's  C.  Schooniuaktr  l'<»r  ilit-  Lower  End 
of  the  County,  and  by  others  Col.  Snydn-  ll(irnhee«k  &  Harden- 
bergh  for  this  End.  However  I  Doubt  the  Latter  Have  No  Grate 
Interest  here.  There  bearer  Waits  that  I  Must  Conrlude  With  ray 
Best  Respects  To  you  and  yours  and  am  Dear  Sir  Your  Sinseer 
frind  and  Very  Humble  Servent, 

D.  Wyiikoo[»,  Juii. 
To  Briggadeer  Generell  George  Clinton  Commander  and  Chief 
of  the  Fortresses  In  the  High  Lands. 


[No.  558.] 
Samuel  Logan  Reports  the  Result  of  His  Search  for  Russell,  the 

Tory. 

New  Windsor  June  14th  1777. 
Honorad  Sir, 

a  Cordoing  to  your  orders  I  went  with  a  part  of  the  Light  liors 
in  Sarch  of  Russell;  when  I  Come  williin  a  :\Ii]  and  a  half  of  his 
hous  I  apiied  to  Mr.  (Njnklon;  ho  was  ac<iuented  with  him  and 
sent  2  of  the  Light  hors  with  him  in  disgis  afoot;  as  the  went  thru 
the  woods  ner  Russells  hous  the  met  a  man  in  the  woods  and  the 
semed  to  be  Surprised;  he  told  them  not  to  frited;  asked  them 
from  whence  the  Come;  the  R-eplayd  from  New  York;  he  told 
them  the  need  not  bo  afred;  the  was  all  good  frends  about  ther 
and  asked  what  news  from  New  York  and  wither  general  How- 
was  Coming  up  the  River  or  n»tt ;  with  thai  ilu-r  was  a  woman 
apered;  he  told  them  to  Clap  down  and  hid,  whm  the  woman 
Come  near  he  sed  the  need  not  be  afred  for  that  was  one  Russells 
wife  and  that  hir  Husbant  was  gon  off  Las  night  to  New  York, 
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and  if  he  had  been  at  hom  wald  been  very  glad  to  have  seen 

them;  he  had  been  at  hom  for  sum  time  but  had  not  been  in  his 

hous  but  three  nights;  this  man  Invited  them  hom  with  him, 

but  the  Sead  that  the  darst  not;  the  must  go  to  the  Mountains; 

he  sed  that  he  had  Last  winter  Carred  provison  for  10  or  12  in 

the  Mount's  and  in  the  spring  the  set  of  for  New  Yorli.     Mr. 

Conklin  went  privatly  Inquiring  for  Creaters  he  had  Lost,  and 

from  all  he  Cold  Larn  he  thinks  he  has  gon  off;  I  beleve  ther  is 

no  sesposhin  that  we  wer  after  him,  as  for  Wood  I  did  not  Know 

wither  to  go  in  Sarch  of  him  or  no  for  fear  of  discovring  the 

mater;  I  shall  weight  the  generals  advise  about  Wood,  wither  it 

is  best  to  go  and  sarch  for  the  money  or  not.     I  am  your  Honors 

most  obedant  ombel  Servant, 

Sam'l  Logan. 
To  General  Gorge  Clinton. 


[No.  559.] 

General  Clinton  Informs  Gen.  Putnam  in  Regard  to  the  Difficulties 

in  Fitting  out  tlie  Frigates. 

F.  M.  15th  June  1777. 
Sir, 

Capt.  Cook  Commander  of  The  Washington  came  here  last 
Night.  I  will  send  a  Boat  To  Morrow  to  take  in  the  Guns  from 
Peeks  Kill  intended  for  her  Use.  It  will  be  impossible  to  ob- 
tain'Men  from  this  Post  properly  qualified  to  man  the  vessel, 
all  that  would  have  been  useful  for  that  Purpose  being  sent  to 
the  two  Frigates  at  Poughkeepsie.  Capt.  Cook  thinks  that  the 
greatest  Part  of  the  Men  that  were  with  him  last  summer  are 
in  some  or  other  of  the  Kegiments  at  Peeks  Kill,  and  would  wish 
to  have  them  again  as  they  are  good  Hands  &  used  to  the  Busi- 
ness. Capt.  Palmer  wishes  to  decline  the  Command  of  the  Shark 
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Galley  and  I  have  sent  an  Express  to  Capt.  Leaycraft  to  come 
down  immediately  &  take  the  Command.  If  he  should  also  de- 
cline Capt.  Palmer  rather  than  the  service  should  suffer,  will 
again  take  the  Command  of  her. 

The  Ship  Montgomery  I  expect  down  To  morrow  and  the  Con- 
gress towards  the  latter  End  of  the  week.  It  will  almost  dis- 
mantle our  Forts  if  we  are  to  furnish  them  with  Guns.  I  under- 
stand there  are  Number  of  them  at  Salisbury.  Even  if  they 
should  have  been  intended  for  other  Use  could  it  not  be  so  con- 
trived as  to  secure  them  for  the  Frigates  during  the  summer. 
Among  them  I  am  informed  there  are  short  Eighteen  Pounders 
which  the  ships  can  well  bear  in  this  River.  If  a  General  Order 
was  issued  offering  Encouragements  to  Persons  who  wo'd  engage 
to  serve  in  the  ships  during  the  season,  a  considerable  Number 
from  the  Country  might  be  obtained  which  would  prevent  the 
Regiments  from  being  too  much  weakened. 

Four  large  Scows  were  sent  to  this  Post  [by]  Genl.  Schuyler 
from  Albany  without  any  Directions;  as  I  cant  think  they  were 
intended  for  this  Place  and  indeed  we  have  little  or  no  Occasion 
for  them;  you  will  please  to  order  what  is  to  be  done  with  them. 

[G.  C] 

[To  Gen.  Putnam.] 


[No.  5G0.] 

Rendezvous  for  Supplies. 

Peeks  Kill  lOth  June  1777. 
Dear  General, 

The  Bearer  waits  on  you  to  know  if  there  bo  any  Place  fix'd  on 

for  the  Salt  Provisions;  as  there  will  soon  be  a  considerable 

Quantity  at  Newborough,  if  not  reinov'd.     For  iIh-  rifscut,  I 
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"have  order'd  it  to  be  rode  up  the  Bank,  &  stor'd  in  the  Barns  of 
Smith,  where  the  new  ferry  is  erected. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  you  rec'd  a  Letter  lately  from  me, 
on  the  Subject  of  furnishing  Captn.  Machin  with  Iron,  for  the 
Works  under  his  Care  &  Direction  and,  if  you  have,  whether 
you  approve  of  its  Contents? 

I  shall  leave  this,  to-day,  but  if  you  have  any  other  Commands, 
the  Bearer  will  meet  me  at  the  Fishkill,  tomorrow,  where  I  shall 
gladly  execute  them. 

I  am  Dear  General,  your  most  obedient,  and  very  Humble 
Serv't, 

Hugh  Hughes. 
The  Honble.  General  George  Clinton. 


[No.  561.] 
-Colonel  Graham  Writes  to  George  Clinton  in  Regard  to  the  Right 
to  Bounty  Money  in  Certain  Cases — The  Coming  Election. 
Little  Nine  Partners  June  16,  1777. 
Dear  Genii. 

The  Bearers  John  Coopland  &  David  Orr  are  two  soldiers  that 
were  drafted  to  serve  untill  the  first  of  August;  they  Had  Ke- 
ceivd  the  Bounty  given  by  this  Precinct  for  s'd  service  after 
which  they  produced  a  Certificate  given  by  Coll.  Levingston  of 
their  being  Employed  in  making  of  cannon,  but  as  they  Refuse 
to  Refund  the  Bounty  I  thought  it  best  to  send  them  down;  if 
you  shoud  think  them  Entiteled  to  the  money  the  Precinct  will 
be  satisfied,  my  kind  Regards  to  all  friends  in  the  Garison  and 
am, 

your  affectionate  friend  &  very  Humble  serv't, 

Morris  Graham. 
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P.  S. — there  has  bin  great  Confusion  in  our  Elections,  owing 
to  a  Certain  Recommendation  which  I  think  had  better  bin  let 
alone;  7  Candidates  for  Governor  in  this  County  owing  to  the 
people  being  perswaded  to  vote  Contrary  to  their  sentiments. 

To  Brigd'r  Geull.  George  Clinton  at  Fort  Mougomere. 


[No.  562.] 
Israel  Thompson  on  the  Subject  of  Bounties. 

Northeast  Precinct,  June  17th  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Rouse  will  inform  you  of  Perticulars  Respect- 
ing two  men  that  were  Drafted  in  this  place  and  are  gone  to 
Fort  Montgomery  with  Design  to  get  clear  of  the  Service  and 
keep  the  Bounty  which  they  have  obtained  by  Deceit.  Mr.  Rouse 
goes  to  inform  you  of  the  affair  at  the  Request  of  several  of  the 
Inhabitants  in  these  parts  and  the  account  he  brings  may  be 
Relied  on  for  Truth,  as  he  is  a  man  of  Truth  and  Verasity;  and 
the  Cheat  more  immediately  respects  him  and  myself  as  we  were 
appointed  by  this  Precinct  to  Receive  and  Pay  out  the  bounty 
raised  for  the  Militia  Raised  here. 

i  Doubt  not  but  on  Examination  you  will  find  the  case  as 

Mr.  Rouse  will  Relate  to  you  and  that  you  will  see  justice  done. 

I  am  Sir  with  the  utmost  Esteem  &  Respect  your  most  Hbl. 

Ser't, 

Israel  Thompson. 

To  Brigadier  General  George  Clinton  Fort  Montgomery. 
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[No.  563.] 
THE  ENEMY'S  MOVEMENTS  IN  NEW  JERSEY. 

Danger  of  Smallpox  in  the  American  Army — Colonel  Livingston's 
Attack  on  General  McDougall. 

Peeks  Kill  18th  June  1777. 
Dear  General, 

The  Eenemy  moved  on  Saturday  morning  last  from  Brunswick 
in  three  Colums  towards  Deleware,  one  the  main  road  to  Prince 
Town,  one  the  Crambary,  and  on  the  milstoue  road.     His  Excel- 
lency the  General  was  prepared  to  Follow  them. 

Yesterday  we  received  advice  that  the  right  Colum  Halted  at 
Somerset  Court  House,  which  is  about  8  miles  from  the  Raritan. 
Parson's,  McDougall  and  Glover's  Brigades  are  ordered  over,  the 
first  Crossed  three  days  ago  with  1200  strong.  Mine  Cross  to 
day;  they  were  detaned  for  want  of  tents;  it  will  consist  of  about 
800  strong,  Durkee's,  Chandler's  &  Cortlandt's  regiments.  Each 
Brigade  carry  two  Peices  of  the  Train  with  them.  I  think  it  a 
loss  to  our  regiments  to  be  out  of  the  Field,  the  detention  of 
Livingston's  you  will  easily  conjecture. 

The  sudden  call  of  the  Troops,  induced  General  Putnam  to 
send  over  many  who  have  not  had  the  small  Pox,  Contrary  to 
His  Excellency's  orders.  This  should  induce  Col.  Dubois  to  loose 
no  time  in  innoculating  his  men,  as  the  object  of  the  Campaign 
is  now  fixed,  and  those  who  have  been  innoeulated  have  had  it 
very  favourable.  Besides,  if  any  accident  should  happen  in  Jer- 
sey Perhaps  the  General  will  order  all  the  Continental  Troops 
there.  If  he  dont,  I  shall  apply  to  him  to  get  that  regiment  to 
join  the  Grand  Army,  because  I  think  it  a  prejudice  to  the  State, 
to  have  their  Troops  in  posts  where  they  will  not  see  service. 
The  most  of  our  regiments  by  the  Close  of  the  Campaign  will 
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consist  Principally  of  officers,  unless  some  mode  is  fallen  oi:ou,  by 
the  Council  of  Safety  or  the  Legislature  to  fill  them  up. 

Do  remind  them  of  this,  I  have  no  time  to  do  it. 

The  eastern  regiments  are  tilled,  by  some  means  or  other;  some 
are  draughts.  As  there  is  no  prospect  of  your  being  troubhd 
with  any  more  Court  martials,  between  Col.  Livingston  and  me, 
I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  paper  he  circulated  in  Camp,  while  in 
arrest,  and  sent  a  number  of  them  to  a  Captain  Davis  of  his 
regiment,  then  at  Fish  Kill  to  be  sent  to  New  Haven.  One  would 
immagine  from  his  pretended  delicacy  of  manners,  no  such  pro- 
duction could  come  from  him.  But  it  can  be  proved  by  a  number 
of  witnesses  He  stopped  to  such  meaness,  as  to  get  Captain 
Sacket  to  Copy  them. 

Poor  boy,  if  he  knew  how  little  Pain  his  siribling  gave  me  he^ 
would  have  saved  himself  the  trouble  of  Composing  it.  But  it 
shews  how  great  an  attachment  he  has  to  the  Cause.  Its  a 
second  eddition,  James  Rivington's  Papers,  New  rased  up.  I 
have  time  only  to  add,  my  best  wishes  for  your  Happiness. 
I  am  Dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  Humble  Serv't, 

Alex'r  M'DougalL 
General  Clinton. 


[No.  5G4.] 
Stores  Unprotected  at  Newhurg. 

Newborrongh  18th  June  1777. 
Honoured  S'r, 

There  is  much  provision  &  other  stores  coming  to  this  place^ 
and  part , of  it  already  arrived;  the  most  part  of  the  waggoners 
gone  from  this  and  no  place  but  open  Barns  without  Lock  or  key 
to  store  them  in,  from  which  Reasons,  would  look  upon  it  unsafe 
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to  trust  them  Unguarded;  salt  is  an  artical  cannot  be  trusted  in 
such  a  situation;  it  would  be  Necessary  to  send  a  Non  Commis- 
sion'd  OfiScer  that  can  be  Depended  on,  with  good  men, 

I  have  acquainted  Capt.  Addams  about  the  scows,  at  your  post, 
he  is  to  order  them  up  here  for  this  Ferry,  if  you  have  no  occas- 
sion  for  them  there,  he  is  to  be  at  your  Post  this  Day  or  tomor- 
row; would  be  Glade  you  would  give  him  Directions  what  kind 
of  a  Boat  you  would  have, 

I  have  ordered  1200  Boards  to  you,  and  had  purchased  four 
Horses  for  Capt.  Moody's  Artillary,  but  was  ordered  to  send 
them  all  over  to  the  other  side  on  this  allarm;  it  will  be  some 
time  before  I  will  be  able  to  supply  two  waggons  I  have  heie 
with  Horses,  till  then  I  must  press  Teems  to  Draw  the  stores 
from  the  Landing,  I  have  let  Colo'l  Hughs  know  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  furnish  Horses  for  the  artillary,  that  he  may  provide 
them  another  way,  I  have  likewise  given  order  to  Captn.  Nicols 
to  send  all  the  Tents  at  the  Shivodefreez  to  you,  without  Delay, 
and  am  D'r  GenrlL, 

your  M't  Ob't  Hu'l  Servant, 

And'w  Taylor  Asst.  Q;  M.  S. 
Genrl.  G.  Clinton. 
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[No.  568.] 

CLINTON  TO  WASHINGTON. 

TJie  Force  at  the  Highlands  Much  Reduced  hy  Enlistments  in  the 

Regular  Army. 

Fort  Montgomery  19th  June  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Weak  State  of  the  Post  near  Sydnam's  Bridge  where  my 
Brother  commands,  he  not  having  Men  sufficient  to  mount  the 
necessary  Guards  or  on  the  most  urgent  occassion  to  send  out 
a  Party,  has  induced  me  to  take  the  Liberty  of  ordering  there, 
from  this  Post,  the  other  two  Companies,  raising  under  my  Di- 
rection for  one  of  the  16  Additional  Regiments,  and  as  they  will 
consists  now  of  about  100  Rank  &  File  fit  for  Duty  I  have  ordered 
Major  Pawling  there  to  take  the  Command  of  them. 

This  step  I  hope  will  meet  your  Excellency's  Approbation, 
especially  as  if  they  shoud  be  wanted  at  Head  Quarters  they 
will  be  more  easilly  &  expeditiously  Got  from  Sydnam's  than 
from  this  Place.  My  Militia  at  this  Post  which  at  first  consisted 
of  one  third  Part  of  the  County  of  Ulster  is  much  reduced  by 
Inlistments  into  the  standing  army  which  I  have  encouraged  by 
every  Means  in  my  Power,  so  that  the  chief  I  have  now  to  de- 
pend on  for  the  Defence  of  this  Post  is  Colo.  Du  Bois  Regimt. 
which  is  yet  far  from  being  compleat  but  is  filling  as  fast  as 
I  coud  reasonably  expect.  This  Regiment  I  have  made  acquainted 
with  all  the  advantageous  Defiles  &  passes  in  the  Mountains 
leading  to  this  Post  &  with  the  Works  necessary  for  its  Defence. 
I  woud  fain  hope  therefore  that  if  the  Service  will  admit  of 
leaving  any  of  the  Continental  Troops  here,  These  may  not  be 
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removed,  as  they  will  certainly  be  more  useful  here  than  an 
Equal  Number  of  any  other  equally  as  good  Men  for  the  Field. 
I  am  with  great  Respect  your  Excellency's  most  obed't  serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 

[To  Gen.  Washington.] 

P.  S.  I've  wrote  to  Genl.  Putnam  for  his  approbation  respect- 
ing the  Removal  of  the  above  two  Companies,  which  I  expect 
before  they  are  ready  to  march.  ^ 


(General  Clinton's  Letter  to  General  Putnam.) 

D'r  Sir, 

With  your  approbation,  I  will  order  the  two  Companies  of  one 
of  the  sixteen  additional  Regiments  now  stationed  here,  to  the 
Post  at  Sydnam's  Bridge  where  the  rera'r  of  that  Corps  consist- 
ing of  two  other  Comp'y  are.  My  Brother  who  commands  at  that 
Post  is  so  weak  as  not  to  be  able  to  mount  the  necessary  Guard 
or  send  out  a  Party  on  the  most  urgent  Occassion.  1  have  sent 
to  .Peeks  Kill  to  be  forwarded  to  Gen.  Heard  three  Persons 
lately  under  Confinement  here  for  Treason  committed  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  These  Companies  consist  of  about  40  Men 
only  &  shoud  they  be  wanted  at  Head  Quarters  where  I  expected, 
they  will  be  called  to  join  the  Regt.  to  which  they  may  annexed 
they  will  be  more  convenient  for  that  Purpose.  Your  Answer 
by  the  Bearer  will  oblidge  your  Affectionate  H.  Serv't, 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Putnam.] 
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[Xo.  570.] 
General  Clinton  Writes  to  the  Council  of  Safety  Relative  to  Militia 

Appointments. 

Fort  Montgomery  20th  June  1777. 
Bir, 

As  the  Office  of  Paymaster  to  Colo.  Du  Bois's  Regt.  is  become 
vacant  by  my  Appointment  of  Capt.  Lush,  Major  of  Brigade  ia 
the  Room  of  Major  Pawling,  who  is  ordered  with  his  four  Com- 
panies to  Ramepough,  I  wish  to  have  Capt.  Townsend's  Com- 
mission for  Paymaster  to  that  Regiment,  as  I  have  ordered  him 
to  Join  the  Regiment  in  that  Character  on  the  Strenghth  of  the 
Incouragement  given  in  your  Answer  to  my  last  Letter,  which  1 
was  more  strongly  induced  to,  on  seeing  A  late  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress which  forbids  the  Absence  of  the  Paymaster  from  their 
Regt;  great  Inconvenience  having  arisen  from  the  want  of  their 
steady  Attendance  and  much  greater  woud  arise  in  suffering 
this  Office  to  be  vacant. 

Inclosed  you  have  three  Ensigns'  Commissions  in  Colo.  Du. 
Bois's,  two  of  which  must  have  been  filled  up  thro  Mistake. 
Jacobus  Sleight  was  appointm't  by  the  Committee  of  Arange- 
ment  but  declined  accepting  the  Appointment,  and  Azahel  Berry 
was  appointed  in  his  Room  «&  immediatly  joined  the  Regt.  & 
acted  in  that  Character  therein  ever  since.  Archibald  Thomson 
never  joined  the  Regt.  nor  indeed  coud  such  a  Person  be  found  & 
Francis  Handmore  was  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ment in  his  Room  as  I  am  informed  &  as  such  joined  the  Regt. 
It  is  best  to  have  these  Matters  rectified  «&  Commissions  sent  to- 
the  Right  Persons.  Thomas  Rayoux,  the  Person  mentioned  in 
the  third  Commission,  has  resigned  some  Time  ago  &  has  quit 
the  Regiment.     The  Colo,  wishes  James  Johnson,  his  present  Ser- 
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jant  Major,  to  fill  that  Vacancy.  He  is  an  exceeding  good  Officer 
a  decent  Lad  with  good  share  of  Education  &  in  my  Opinion  will 
merit  the  Promotion  to  which  As  the  first  Non  Commissioned 
Officer  in  the  Eegiment,  he  is  in  some  Measure  entituled.  I  am 
^ours  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Council  of  Safety.] 


[No.  571.] 
Request  for  an  Intervieiv  on  Public  Business. 

Peekskill  21st  June  1777. 
S'r, 

I  have  this  day  been  to  Fort  Mont'y  in  hopes  to  See  the  Genl. 
on  some  Publick  Business,  but  was  Unhappily  disappointed;  how- 
ever shall  wait  on  you  at  your  house  at  N.  Winsor  to  morrow  or 
Monday  morning,  which  will  prevent  my  Returning  to  Fort 
Mont'y.  Hope  it  will  be  Convenient  to  the  Genl.  wait  on  him 
at  that  Time. 

I  am  very  Respectfully  your  Hon's  most  Hu'ble  Ser't, 

John  Canfield. 
B.  Ge'l.  G.  Clinton 


[No.  572.] 
Requisition  for  Three  Hundred  Shirts. 

Fort  Montgomery  22d  June  1777. 
To  the  Deputy  Cloathier  Genl.  at  Fishkill. 
Sir, 

By  Virtue  of  an  Order  from  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, I  was  directed  to  draw  on  the  Dep'y  Cloathier  General  at 
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Peeks  Kill  for  Cloathing,  for  four  Companies,  of  One  of  the  six- 
teen Aditional  Regiments,  raising  under  my  Directions  &  com- 
manded by  Major  Pawling,  But  as  he  Las  no  Cloathing  on  Hand 
wherewith  to  supply  them,  You'l  please  to  deliver  to  Major  Pawl- 
ing for  the  Use  of  said  four  Companies  three  hundred  shirts  to 
relieve  their  present  Necessities  taking  the  Major's  Receipt  for 
the  same. 

Geo.  Clinton,  B.  Gen. 
A  Copy. 


[No.  o73.] 
Rilatiiif/  to  Form  of  llustcr  Roll. 

Camp  at  Peeks  Kills  June  24:  1777. 
Sir, 

As  I  am  unacquiant^d  with  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regi- 
ments or  Companies  at  the  Different  Garrisons  under  your  Com- 
mand; And  it  being  absolutely  necessary  to  give  them  the  most 
early  notice  to  have  their  several  Muster  Rolls  prepared  at  the 
proper  time;  I  have  taken  the  freedom  to  inclose  a  Copy  of  such 
directions  as  I  have  Received  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Musters,  respecting  the  insuing  Mustering  of  the  Troops,  which 
please  to  publish  in  Orders  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  also  inclosed  three  Copies  of  a  Form  of  a  Muster  Roll, 
which  please  to  furnish  such  Officers  with  as  have  not  received 
any  from  me;  one  to  a  Regiment  being  sufficient. 
I  am  Sir  Your  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Henry  Rutgers  Jun'r, 

D.  M.  Master. 
To  The  ll(jii'blf  llrigadier  Ceneial  Ck  (irj:e  CTinton  Es(ir.     And 
in  his  Absence  To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Montgoraerie. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  49 

As  the  Troops  in  this  Department  are  to  be  Mustered  the  first 
of  next  Month,  Commanding  Officers  of  Companies  will  immedi- 
ately prepare  their  Muster  Kolls  to  the  last  day  of  this  Month, 
agreeable  to  a  Form  they  have  received.  They  will  add  two 
more  Columns  (between  the  Column  of  the  Soldier's  inlistment 
and  the  remarks)  to  shew  the  Term  for  which  the  Soldiers  in- 
listed,  whether  for  3  Years  or  the  War. 

Many  Officers  through  mistake,  in  the  Proof  of  the  Effectives 
have  blended  the  Effectives  and  non  Effectives  together,  such 
will  take  notice  that  the  Dead  Deserted  and  Discharged  are  non 
Effective. 

If  no  Commissioned  Officer  should  be  present,  The  Non-com- 
missioned Officer  of  the  Party  will  make  out  the  Rolls  as  exact 
as  possible,  and  sign  them  only. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Rolls  will  be  Accurately  made  out  as 
none  but  such  can  be  Received. 
4 
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[No.  575.] 
Capt.   Underdimck,  of  the  Orange  County  Ramjcrs,  Reports  Cap- 
turing one  Byckman,  a  Tory. 

Bergen  County  June  25th  1777. 
Taken  in  Tapan  Lane  Bet  wen  the  Hours  of  Eleven  &  Twelve 
OClock  at  night,  Philip  Kyckman  on  Horse  Back,  Heading  one 
David  Pake  &  Peter  Lent  with  a  Scouting  party  from  the  Enemy ; 
And  it  appears  by  Evidence  that  said  Ryckman  was  Privy  to  the 
Scout,  for  said  Kjkman  was  Kideing  up  and  Down  the  Lanes 
at  the  Said  time  of  night,  uutill  one  of  our  Centinals  challenged 
&  Stopt  him,  and  Orderd  him  to  Return  home;  yet  he  past  the 
Lane  which  Led  him  home,  went  on  to  meet  his  party,  as  appears 
by  the  Short  aproach  of  the  Enem}*;  after  being  Chaleng'd  by  a 
Second  Centinal  he  then  Dismounted,  Securd  his  Sadie,  Left  his 
horse  in  the  Lane  And  Retird  to  a  house  where  he  was  taken; 
then  a  scermash  Ensued,  a  Negro  was  wounded  and  taken  who 
before  his  Disease,  Confes'd  that  Said  Ryckman  was  their  Leader. 

Garret  Underdunck,  Capt.  of  the 
Orang  County  rangers. 
To  His  Exelency  Genl,  McDougal  or  the  Next  Com'g  officer  at 
Peeks  Kill. 
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Schuyler  Reports  that  Burgoyne  Has  Arrived  at  Grown  Point. 

*Albany,  June  25th,  1777. 

Sir— By  the  enclosed,  which  I  have  left  under  flying  seal,  for 
the  perusal  of  the  Council  of  Saftty,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
enemy  are  arrived  at  Crown  Point.  Whether  their  intentions 
are  only  to  make  a  feint  to  draw  our  attention,  or  a  real'  attack, 
is  still  doubtful;  but  as  General  St.  Clair  wishes  to  have  the 
militia  up,  I  shall  apply  to  General  Ten  Broeck  for  half  of  the 
militia  under  his  command.  They  may  be  insufficient,  even  with 
what  may  come  from  the  neighbouring  States,  to  make  effectual 
opposition,  if  a  disaster  should  befal  us  at  Ticonderoga.  I  wish, 
therefore,  if  possible,  to  have  some  from  the  northern  parts  of 
Dutchess  and  Ulster  counties. 

I  wish  you  to  expedite  the  letter  to  General  Putnam,  by  ex- 
press, with  a  copy  of  General  St.  Clair's  letter  to  me;  and  if 
there  are  any  sloops  in  the  vicinity  of  Kingston  to  order  them 
down  to  Peekskill. 

Please  to  seal  the  letter  to  General  Washington. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient,  hble.  servant, 

Ph.  Schuyler. 

The  Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 

*  From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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[No.  581.] 
Levi  Eimball  gives  Re-asons  Whi/  He  Should  he  Excus  d  from  Mili- 

ianj  Duty. 

Little  Brittain  June  27th  A.  D.  1777. 
Sir, 

By  the  Request  of  Mr,  Champion,  that  Has  the  care  of  A  num- 
ber of  the  Continental  Cattle  to  Provid  Suitable  Pastor  for  them^ 
I  Having  that  which  I  Juged  to  be  Sufficien  by  the  Advise  of  my 
Neigbours,  Have  taken  40  head  of  them  for  to  Pastor  one  month; 
Some  of  them  are  verry  Breeche  I  am  obliged  to  watch  Con- 
tinually, and  having  no  other  help  than  a  boy,  I  Desire  to  be 
Excused  from  Doing  other  Duty  abroad  while  those  Cattle  are 
with  me.  For  my  grain  &  meadows  are  Exposed,  and  will  Be  de- 
stroyed «&  my  Neighbours  that  Joins,  if  those  Cattle  ar  not 
watched  Continualy.  1  am  Likely  to  Be  warned  by  the  oflBcers 
to  go  to  the  Fort  Next  week.  I  thout  fit  in  this  case  to  write  to 
you  Timely,  that  I  might  have  a  line  to  Show  for  the  Sattisfac- 
tion  of  the  company  which  I  belong  to  at  this  Time;  Pray  Send 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Cook,  as  he  Expects  to  Return  again  Next  Mon- 
day, &  will  wait  on  you  for  the  Answer;  this  request  is  by  me 
with  the  Advise  of  my  Neigbours.     From  your  Humble  Sevant, 

Levi  Kimball. 

To  George  Clinton  Brigad'r  Genl.  Fort  Montgomery. 
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[No.  582.] 

John  Feirn  Yindicated  for  Havhuj  Stabbed  John  Drummond. 

A  General  Court  Martial  Held  at  Coll.  Snyder's  Room. 

Fort  Montgomery  June  18th  1777. 
By  order  of  Brigedier  General  George  Clinton. 
Present  Coll.  Snyder,  President. 

Members. 
Lieut.  Coll.  McClaghry  Capt.  Gillaspy 

Lieut.  Coll.  Herdenbergh  Lieut.  Wood 

Major  Hoghtailing  Lieut.  Hunter 

Capt.  Tilford  Lieut.  Snyder 

Capt.  Hardenbergh  Lieut.  Vandenmark 

Capt.  Scboonmaker  Lieut.  Frair 

Lieut.  Brodbead  J.  A. 

The  President  and  Members  Sworn  The  Court  open. 

The  Court  Adjournd  to  the  23d  Instant  10  O'Clock  in  the- 
Morning. 

The  Court  meet  according  to  Adjournment.  The  Court 
Adjour'd  to  the  24th  In't  10  OClock  in  the  Mourning.  The  Court 
meet  According  to  Adjournment;  the  Court  Adjournd  to  the  25th 
In't  10  OClock  in  the  morning;  The  Court  meet  according  ta 
Adjournment.  Lieut.  Vandenmerk  one  of  the  Members  being 
Absent  Capt.  Coneklain  taken  &  Sworn  in  his  Room,  The  Court 
Adjournd  to  the  26  In't  10  OClock  in  the  Morning.  The  Court 
Meet  According  to  Adjornment,  The  Court  Adjournd  to  the  27th 
In't  10  OClock  in  the  Morning;  The  Court  meet  according  to 
adjournment. 

John  Feirn  was  Brought  before  the  Court  and  Charged  With 
Killing  a  Fellow  Soldier  when  in  the  Service. 

The  Crime  Being  Read  to  the  prisoner  Pleades  not  Guilty. 
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Jonathan  Evils  being  sworn  saith,  the  first  Dispute  between 
John  Feirn  and  John  Drummon  was  they  had  Rum  between  them ; 
Drummon  said  to  Fiein  he  had  No  buisiness  with  the  Rum 
r^eirn  Said  he  had  as  much  Buisiness  with  the  Rum  as  he  had; 
with  that  Drummon  took  hold  of  an  Earthen  Cup  Feirn  had  in 
his  hand  with  the  Rum  and  Broke  the  Cup;  Then  Drummon 
was  verry  angery  and  Struck  Feirn  Two  or  Three  Times;  Feirn 
Desired  Drummon  to  be  Easy,  and  after  Drummon  struck  Feirn, 
Drummon  whent  into  another  Room  and  Stript  and  maid  To- 
wards Feirn;  Then  Feirn  told  Drummon  to  Keep  ofif,  that  he 
would  have  Is'othing  to  do  with  him,  that  he  was  not  his  Equal; 
with  that  Drummon  advanced  Towards  Feirn;  Feirn  Told  him 
to  Keep  off  and  Steapt  Back  and  Drew  his  Bayonet  and  Desired 
Drummon  for  God's  sake  to  be  Quiet  or  Else  he  wou'd  Run  him 
Thrugh;  with  that  Drummon  Struck  the  Bayonet  off  with  one 
Hand  and  Knocked  Feirn  down  on  his  hands,  and  as  Feirn  Rose 
Drummon  Rushed  on  and  got  stab'd.  Drummon  said  he  had  got 
his  death  wound  and  said  he  was  Stab'd  to  the  heart;  The  next 
Morning  Drummon  Sent  for  Feirn  and  appeared  Heartly  Recon- 
sil'd  with  him  and  said  he  had  Nothing  against  him,  and  that  he 
Liked  him  as  well  as  ever  he  did  and  was  Sorry  for  what  had  hap- 
pen'd. 

The  Court  Hearing  the  Evidence  do  Adjudge  that  the  Prisoner 
is  not  Guilty  of  the  Crime  Laid  to  his  Charge  and  of  what  he  did 
was  in  his  own  Defence. 

Job's  Snvder,  President. 
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[No.  583.] 

General  Clinton  Forwards  a  letter  from  Washington. 

Fort  Montgomery  2d  July  1777. 
Sir, 

In  Consequence  of  a  Letter  this  Day  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency Genl.  Washington*  of  which  I  inclose  you  a  Copy  I  have 
issued  orders  to  Colonels  Brinkerhoof,  Ludinglon,  Umphrey  & 
Freere  of  Dutchess  County  to  march  their  Kegiments  to  Peek's 
Kill  to  reenforce  the  Army  under  Genl.  Putnam  and  Cols.  Wood- 
hull,  Alisson  McClaghry  &  Hasbrouck  their  Regiments  to  re- 
enforce  this  Garrison  and  Colo.  Heathorn's  Regt.  to  the  Post 
near  Sydnam's  Bridge.  I  have  omitted  sending  simular  Orders 
to  the  Regiments  in  the  Uper  End  of  Ulster  &  Dutchess  Coun- 
ties, least  the  Situation  of  our  Affairs  to  the  Northward  might 
not  admit  of  their  coming  this  Way,  but  shoud  the  Contrary  be 
the  Case  I  begg  the  Council  will  order  those  Regiments  [to]  Peek's 

*Not  in  Clinton  Collection.    Taken  from  the  Journal  of  the   Council  of  Safety. 

Head-Quarters, 
Camp,  Middle  Brook,  July  1st,  1777. 
From  Intelligence  Just  received  from  the  northward,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  enemy  are  operating  against  Ticonderoga  and  its  dependencies;  and  from  the 
evacuation  of  the  Jerseys,  and  the  reason  of  the  thing  itself,  there  can  be  little  room 
to  doubt  that  General  Howe  will  cooperate  with  the  northern  army,  and  rriake  a 
sudden  descent  upon  Peekskill,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  get  possession  of  the  passes, 
before  the  troops  to  defend  them  can  be  reinforced  by  this  army.  Indeed  I  am  this 
moment  informed  that  all  the  enemy's  tents  were  struck  to-day  at  8  o'clock,  and  it  is 
supposed  they  have  all  embarked,  as  the  ships  have  all  sailed  out  of  Prince's  Bay, 
where  they  lay,  so  that  you  may  probably  have  a  very  hasty  visit.  The  urgency  of  the 
occasion,  and  the  necessity  of  employing  all  the  resources  to  baffle  the  first  attempts 
of  the  enemy,  obliges  me  to  request  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  you  will  exert  your- 
self to  call  forth  a  respectable  body  of  the  militia  of  your  State,  to  strengthen  the  force 
at  Peekskill,  and  its  appendages.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  doing  this;  the  call  is  to 
the  last  degree  pressing,  and  the  least  delay  may  be  productive  of  the  most  fatal  con- 
sequences. Let  every  nerve  be  strained  to  forward  your  preparations,  and  put  you  in 
the  best  posture  of  defence  possible. 

I  am,  dr.  sir. 

Your  most  obdt.  servt. 

Geo.  Washington. 
General    Parson's   and   General   Varnum's   brigades    march   to-morrow   morning  very 
early  for  Peekskill. 
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Kill  &  this  Place.     I  am  with  due  Respect  your  Most  Obed't 
gerv't,  Geo.  Clinton. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Presid't  of  the  Council  of  Safety.* 


•Sir— Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  by  express,  the  Council  of  Safety  proceeded  to 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  matters  submitted  by  you  to  our  determination. 
We  think  the  probability  of  an  attack  at  Ticonderoga,  and  a  cooperation  of  General 
Howe,  by  an  attempt  on  the  posts  in  the  Highlands,  a  subject  of  the  most  serious 
Importance. 

We  have  not  yet  received  any  accounts  of  an  Investure  of  our  northern  ports,  nor 
can  we  determine  at  present  whether  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  order  the  several 
corps  of  militia  in  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Ulster,  which  you  have  not  put  under 
marching  orders,  to  reinforce  either  the  upper  or  the  lower  posts,  a  short  time  will 
probably  enable  us  to  direct  their  route  of  march;  in  the  mean  time,  that  not  a  moment 
may  be  lost,  we  have  issued  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  those  corps  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness,  with  the  militia  under  their  respective  commands,  furnished 
with  three  days'  provision,  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

Your  humble  servt. 

To  Genl.  George  Clinton.  (Signed  by  President  of  Council.) 

Under  date  of  Albany,  June  28th,  1777— eleven  o'clock  a.  m.— Gen.  Schuyler  had  writ- 
ten to  Washington,  inclosing  St.  Clair's  letter  of  June  25: 

Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  20th  inst.  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  at  Saratoga,  In 
the  evening  of  the  2Gth. 

I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  a  letter  of  the  25th  inst.  from  General  St.  Clair,  copy 
whereof  I  herewith  transmit.  Should  an  accident  happen  to  the  garrison  of  Ticonderoga, 
and  General  Burgoyne  make  a  push  to  gain  the  south  part  of  the  lake,  I  know  of  no 
obstacle  to  prevent  him:  comparatively  speaking,  I  have  not  a  man  to  oppose  him; 
the  whole  number  at  the  different  posts  at  and  on  this  side  of  the  lake,  including  the 
garrisons  of  Fort  George  and  Skeensborough,  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  men,  and 
these  I  cannot  draw  away  from  their  several  stations;  in  every  one  of  which  they 
are  already  much  too  weak.  It  is,  therefore,  highly  necessary  that  a  strong  reinforce- 
ment should  without  delay  be  sent  me.  If  the  sloops  are  not  yet  sent  to  bring  the 
troops,  your  Excellency  has  ordered  to  be  kept  in  readiness  at  Peekskill,  I  shall  push 
them  off  without  delay. 

As  it  is  not  probable  that  we  shall  In  time  be  supplied  with  fieldpieces  from  the 
eastward,  I  must  entreat  that  the  reinforcements  may  bring  some  up  with  them. 

I  have  this  moment  also  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Deane,  the  Indian  interpreter, 
•extracts  whereof  I  enclose  you.  As  the  information  tallies  exactly  with  what  I  had 
before,  it  leads  me  to  conclude  that  an  irruption  will  be  made  from  the  westward. 

I  shall  apply  for  the  aid  of  the  militia  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  States,  but  1 
fear  it  will  not  be  very  powerful,  as  many  must  be  necessarily  left  at  home. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Commissary-General,  which  I  think  neither  so  tem- 
perate or  decent  as  it  should  be:  I  shall  take  the  first  leisure  hour  to  transmit  you  a 
copy,  with  my  answer,  in  which  I  believe  it  will  be  evinced  from  authentic  returns, 
that  the  scarcity  of  provisions  in  this  department  is,  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  alto- 
gether, to  be  Imputed  to  a  want  of  attention  in  the  persons  whose  duty  It  was  to 
supply  this   department. 

I  am,  dr.  sir,  with  great  regard  and  esteem 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  hble.  servant. 

Ph.  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  I  have  sent  express  to  Genl.  Putnam  to  hasten  on  the  troops  your  Excellency 
■  had  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  for  this  quarter. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  another  letter  from  General  St.  Clair,  copy 
whereof  is  enclosed.  I  am  ip  pain  about  Fort  George,  but  have  no  troops  to  throw  in, 
•  and  some  time  will  necessarily  elapse  before  the  militia  can  be  got  to  march. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington,  &c. 

St.  Clairs'  letter  to  Schuyler:  ..  „.       ^  t         o-h,     107" 

"  Ticonderoga,   June  2oth,   iS7(. 

Dear  General— My  scout  on  which  I  depended  much  for  intelligence,  Is  not  yet  re- 
turned, nor,  I  fear,  ever  will  now.  It  consists  of  three  men  only,  the  best  of  Whit- 
comb's  people,  and  picked  out  by  him  for  that  purpose.  The  woods  are  so  full  of 
Indians,  that  It  Is  difficult  for  parties  to  get  through.  I  shall  send  off  Whitcomb 
himself  presently,  for  intelligence  I  must  have,  although  I  am  very  loath  to  put 
him  upon  it,  lest  he  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  have  no  small  de- 
•sire  to  have  him  In  their  power. 
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I  sent  Colo.  Warner  to  the  Grants  yesterday  to  raise  a  body  of  men  to  oppose  the 
incursions'  of  the  savages,  that  are  gone  by  Otter  Creek,  and  have  ordered  him  to 
•attack  and  rout  them,  and  join  me  again  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  very  happy  to 
and  that  the  country  have  been  apprised  of  the  march  of  that  party,  before  War- 
taer  got  to  Skenesborough,  as  It  may  probably  prevent  their  success  and  may  end 
In  their  ruin. 

We  are  going  on  with  the  necessary  works  on  the  Mount  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
have  removed  the  most  valuable  of  the  stores  and  provision  on  the  other  side.  The 
bridge  is  in  very  little  more  forwardness,  than  when  you  left  this  place,  to  appear- 
ance, though  they  tell  me  that  to-day  will  finish  getting  timber  for  it.  The  boom 
is  likewise  placed,  but  very  feebly  secured,  for  want  of  rope  for  the  cables.  A  party  of 
Bradford's  arrived  yesterday  in  very  good  season,  and  had  a  pleasing  effect  upon  our 
people,  who,  never  the  most  lively  or  gallant,  began  to  shew  signs  of  dejection  already. 
How  they  may  hold  out,   God  knows,   but  this  has  raised  their  spirits  a  little. 

I  could  wish  that  the  batteaux  were  all  over  soon  or  that  you  would  not  send 
them:  I  am  extremely  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  will  possess  themselves  of  the  land- 
ing; in  which  case  they  may  fall  into  their  hands.  We  cannot  venture  the  teams  now 
without  a  strong  guard,  and  so  many  parties  as  we  are  obliged  to  make  with  the 
fatigues,  will  very  soon  wear  down  our  men. 

We  can  do  nothing  but  form  conjectures  about  the  force  of  the  enemy,  for  I  cannot 
find  a  single  person  on  whom  I  can  depend  to  venture  amongst  them  for  intelligence; 
but  from  their  manner  of  beginning  the  campaign.  I  conclude  they  are  either  in  full 
Torce  or  very  weak,  and  hope,  by  letting  loose  the  Indians,  to  intimidate  us.  I  in- 
cline to  believe  the  last,  but  have,  as  yet,  no  certain  rule  to  go  by;  however,  we  must 
know  soon,  and  it  is  said  they  have  marked  to-morrow  to  attack.  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer you  to  Colo    Varick  for  further  particulars,  who  takes  the  charge  of  this  letter. 

I  am,  &c. 

<Copy)  Ar.  St.  Clair." 

June  26,  from  Ticonderoga,  St.  Clair  wrote  to  Schuyler  as  follows:  "  This  moment 
I  have  received  information  from  Hoite,  of  Otter  creek,  that  a  large  party  of  Indians 
and  tories  are  gone  up  that  creek,  supposed  to  be  five  hundred,  and  are  designed  to 
cut  off  the  communication  by  Skeensborough.  They  took  a  pair  of  oxen  from  one  of 
the  inhabitants  and  drove  them  to  about  two  miles  above  Middlebury  Falls,  where  they 
halted  the  day  before  yesterday  and  killed  and  dressed  the  cattle;  and  it  is  supposed 
that  to-night  they  will  be  at  the  new  road  near  Castleton,  which  is  twenty-eight  miles 
from  hence,  and  twelve  or  fourteen  from  Skeensborough.  They  reported  that  a  very 
large  party  were  gone  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake  to  fall  upon  Fort  George.  They  are 
said  to  consist  of  a  thousand  Indians  and  Canadians. 

We  have  also  had  Just  now  another  attack  at  the  mills.  We  have  two  men  killed, 
two  taken  and  two  wounded,  one  mortally.  The  scene  thickens  fast,  and  Sunday  next. 
It  seems,  is  fixed  for  the  attack  on  this  place.  We  must  make  the  best  of  it  we  can, 
and  I  hope  at  least  to  cripple  them  so  as  they  may  not  be  able  to  pursue  their  fortune, 
should  it  declare  in  their  favour. 

I  sent  a  party  down  last  night  to  reconnoitre  them,  who  are  not  yet  returned,  which 
«lves  me  some  uneasiness.  I  hope,  however,  they  are  safe,  and  will  bring  me  some 
intelligence  of  consequence.  I  have  some  thoughts,  if  they  are  not  numerous,  of 
attacking  them.  If  they  get  the  worst,  it  will  oblige  them  to  recall  their  parties;  if 
not,   there  will  be  too  many  left  to  become  prisoners. 

I  have  sent  to  the  Grants  to  inform  them  of  the  Otter  creek  party,  and  to  desire 
that  all  they  can  possibly  spare  of  the  militia  may  be  ready  to  march  at  a  minute's 
warning." 

Under  date  of  Albany,  June  30th,  1777,   Schuyler  wrote  to  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt: 

"  I  have  received  further  Information,  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  are  on  the  march 
to  Tryon  county  by  the  way  of  Oswego,  and  have  desired  General  Herkimer  to  hold 
the  militia  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  support  of  Fort  Schuyler. 

I  am  very  apprehensive  that  should  a  disaster  befal  the  garrison  of  Tyconderoga, 
the  enemy  might  possess  themselves  of  Fort  George  before  we  can  be  in  rorce  to  make 
oiiposition. 

I  wish,  therefore,  most  heartily  for  the  assistance  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  for- 
warding on  the  militia.  A  committee  from  that  respectable  body  might  afford  us  very 
material  assistance:  perhaps  it  would  tend  much  to  inspirit  the  people,  if  all  the 
State  prisoners,  except  such  as  are  under  sentence  of  death,  were  removed  from  this  city. 

I  enclose  you  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  last  night  from  General  St.  Clair. 

I  have  sent  a  greater  number  of  sloops  down  than,  I  believe,  will  be  necessary  to 
transport  what  troops  will  be  afforded  me  from  Peekskill.  Some  of  the  sloops  will 
probably  be  near  Esopus  to-day.  If  the  militia  from  Ulster  are  to  come  up,  six  of  the 
sloops  may  be  taken  for  their  use." — From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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[No.  584».] 
The  Orders  to  George  CHiUon's  Colonels. 
Gentlemen, 

By  the  Inclosed  Ck)py  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,!  you  will  not  only  observe  that  I  am  directed  to 
order  into  this  Post  a  respectable  Body  of  the  Militia  of  the  State 
but  the  Necessity  of  a  speedy  Reinforcement.  You  will  therefore 
without  the  leaet  Delay  march  the  Regiments  by  your  respec- 
tive Commands  those  of  Colo.  Allison  and  Colo.  Woodhull  to 
this  Post  and  Colo.  Heathhorn's  to  the  Post  near  Sydnam's 
Bridge.  I  need  not  add  anything  to  urge  you  to  Expedition  as 
from  the  Information  contained  in  the  inclosed  Letter  the  Safety 
of  the  Continent  may  depend  upon  it. 

I  am  your  humble  Ser', 

Geo.  Clinton,  Brig.  Genl. 

To  Colos.  Woodhull,  Allison  &  Heathhorn. 

July  2d  1777. 
Copy  to  Colo.  Hasbrouck  Heathorn  &  Alisson. 


♦The  present  editor  has  for  the  sake  of  proper  sequence  exchanged  the  numbers  583 
and  5S4,  and  the  subject  matters  contained  in  them,  from  the  numbers  assigned  by  the 
editor  of  the  MSS. 

t  See  page  CI,  foot  note. 
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[No.  592.] 
Touching  the  Disposition  of  Salt. 

N.  Borough  3d  July  1777. 
Honoured  S'r, 

There  is  in  store  at  New  Windsor,  from  Poughkipsey  178  Bar- 
rels provision  salt;  by  the  Letter  I  shewed  you  I  am  ordered  to 
send  it  back  in  the  Country,  I  have  not  heard  a  word  since 
from  any  of  the  Comissarys  how  the  Posts  are  supplied,  Colo'l 
Hugh  Refers  me  to  further  orders  from  you.  I  take  the  Earli- 
est opportunity  to  acquaint  you,  of  the  state  of  matters, — be- 
side the  above  there  is  86,  Barrels  at  this  post  from  the  East- 
ward; would  be  Glade  to  have  orders  from  j'ou  how  to  act,  as 
the  Teems  will  be  all  to  press,  «&  the  men  will  all  be  gone,  if 
I  move  it  back  there  will  be  a  Guard  wanted  Imediately, 
from  your  M't  Ob't  Hu'le  Serv't, 

And'w  Taylor,  Asst.  Q.  M.  G. 
Genrl.  G.  Clinton. 


[No.  593.] 
Governor  Clinton  Favors  a  Magazine  to  the  'West  of  the  WalUdU. 

Extract  from  Genl,  Washington's  Letter  to  Genl.  McDougal 
20th  May  1777. 

From  Genl.  Clinton's  Sketch  of  the  Country  &  the  observa- 
tions contain'd  in  his  letter,  it  appears  Congress  were  under  a 
mistake  respecting  the  distance  at  which  the  Provision  Maga- 
zines shou'd  be  plac'd  from  the  River.  I  am  equally  ignorant 
&,  therefore,  shall  wholly  confide  in  Genl.  Clinton's  opinion  v.here 
they  shou'd  be  established. 

A  true  Extract  from  the  origimil. 

Tench  Tilghman. 
Head  Quarters  Lst  July  1777. 
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J,.  F.  M.  3d  July  1777. 

Sir,  -^ 

Yours  of  To  Day  is  received.  The  Salt  Provisions  at  New 
\\iii(lsur  will  be  waiiti'd  there  and  at  this  l*ost  150  Barrels,  of 
which  you  will  immediately  send  here;  as  to  the  other  86  Barrels, 
I  think  it  best  to  pursue  your  orders  respecting  them  cVc  if  a 
Guard  is  wanted  you'l  apply  (o  Colo.  Hasbrouck  for  one,  under 
Command  of  a  trusty  Subaltern,  and  the  Colo,  is  hereby  directed 
to  furnish  such  a  Guard  as  will  be  sufficient,  making  me  immedi- 
ate Return  of  the  Officer's  Name  and  the  Number  of  his  Men. 
Take  Commissary  Waterbury's  Receipt  for  the  Provisions  you 
send  down.     He  will  call  upon  you  Tomorrow. 

July  3d  Fort  Montgomery. 

The  Fixing  of  the  Magazines  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River, 
I  find  by  an  abstract  of  a  Letter  from  Genl.  Washington  to  Gen. 
McDougal  of  20  May  (which  I  have  not  seen  before  To  Day) 
is  left  entirely  to  me.  I  am  not  now  able  to  attend  to  this  Busi- 
ness, but  think  they  had  better  be  to  the  west  of  the  Wallkill 
where  there  are  Barns  most  convenient  for  stores,  and  where 
the  Country  is  most  defencible,  any  where  between  Ward  and 
the  new  Hurly  Bridge.  In  fixing  on  the  particular  spot  I  desire 
you  would  call  on  Colo.  Malcolm  for  his  advice.     I  am, 

To  Mr.  Taylor.  [G.  C] 


[No.  594.] 
HIGHLAND  DEFENCES  VERY  WEAK. 

Gen.  Clinton  Fears  a  Sudden  Assault — Frigates  Yet  Unmanned. 
The  Artillery  Arm   Weak. 
I^.j.  gjp  Fort  Montgomery  3d  July  1777. 

In  Consequence  of  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington's  Letter 
of  the  1st  Instant.*  which  was  handed  uw  with  your  Favour  of 
*  See  page  61,  foot  note. 
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yesterday  I  last  Night  sent  Orders  in  f»»nr  Ivcginicnts  of  Militia 
of  Dutchess  County  to  march  to  Peek's  Kill  immediatly,  the  like 
Number  from  Ulster  and  Orange  Counties  to  this  Post  and  one 
from  Orange  to  the  Post  commanded  by  my  Brother  at  Ramme- 
pough.  I  thought  it  imprudent  to  order  the  Militia  at  a  greater 
Distance  down  this  Way  least  our  Affairs  to  the  Northward 
might  be  such  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  order  them  thither. 

I  wrote  however  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State  inclosing 
a  Copy  of  his  Excellency's  Letter  acquainting  them  at  the  same 
Time  what  Regim'ts  I  had  ordered  this  Way,  &  requesting  they 
woud  order  down  the  remaining  Regiments  of  the  above  Coun- 
ties if  our  Affairs  to  the  Northward  woud  admit  of  it. 

We  are  very  Weak  here  as  you  have  observed  by  our  Weekly 
Returns,  in  the  last  Letter  but  one  from  his  Excellency  to  me  he 
mentioned  my  being  reenforced  from  Peek's  Kill,  but  whether 
you  can  afford  it  or  not  under  our  present  Circumstances  you  can 
best  judge.  If  they  make  any  Attempt  ag't  this  Post,  it  will  be 
by  a  sudden  Assault  so  that  our  Fate  will  be  determined  one  way 
or  other  before  we  shall  be  able  to  hear  from  our  Friends  after 
we  begin. 

The  Congress  is  not  yet  got  down.  Capt.  Hodge  is  up  at  Pough- 
keepsie  to  assist  in  bringing  her  down  &  not  a  Gun  yet  on  Board 
his  own  Ship. 

I  will  send  to  Palmer  &  try  to  prevail  on  him  to  take  Command 
of  the  Shark,  tho  I  despair  of  his  doing  it;  in  the  Moan  Time  I 
will  look  out  for  somebody  Else  that  will.  We  shall  want  Artil- 
lery Men  much;  we  hant  a  Man  to  a  Gun,  I  mean  such  as  must 
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hv  in  Use  shoud  the  Enemy  approacli  by  Water  only.    I  Am  D'r 

Sir, 

Your  Affectionate  H  Serv't, 

[G.  C] 

There  are  two  Men  belonging'  to  Colo.  Du  Bois'  Regt.  in  the 

Armoury  at  Peek's  Kill.    I  wish  they  might  join  us,  as  our  Arms 

are  in  bad  order  &  we  have  no  Body  to  repair  them  here. 

[To  Gen.  Israel  Putnam.] 


[No.  595.] 

Ceil.  Putnam^s  Orders  for  Sending  Artillery  to  Fort  Montgomery 

and  to  the  Frigate  Congress,  <&c. 

Agreed  yt  1  12  p'r  on  travelling  Carriage  &  yt  with  the  new 
Trunnion  be  sent  to  Fort  Montgomery;  yt  ye  9  P'rs  at  Fort 
Constitution  be  immediately  put  on  Board  the  ship  Congress; — 
yt  Lt.  Shaw  of  s'd  ship  command  the  Galley  Shark; — Col.  Lamb 
be  ordered  to  F't  Montgom'  with  a  Reinforcement  of  Arty; — yt 
the  2  12  P'rs  be  sent  for  from  N.  Windsor; — the  Brass  24  to  sup- 
ply their  Place;  yt  the  12  P'rs  left  last  Fall  near  Fort  Lee  be 
immediately  sent  for; — a  Party  be  detached  from  Gen.  Parson's 
Brig'e  for  this  Purpose;  yt  Two  Comp's  be  ordered  to  F't  Consti- 
tution to  supply  Col.  Loring's  Place. 

[July  4,  1777.] 
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[No.  596.] 

Returns  of  Col.  WoodhulVs  Regiment,  at  Fort  Clinton,  July  o,  1777. 

A  Return  of  Collonel  Jesse  Woodhuirs  Kegiineut  Dated  at  Fort 
Clmton  July  5th  1777. 
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[No.  597.] 

General  Clinton  Approves  Placing  the  Depot  of  Provisions  on  the 
West  Side  of  the  Wallkill. 

July  5  1777. 
D'r  S'r, 

With  Major  Taylor  I  have  explor'd  the  ground  between  Ward» 
&  Banks  bridges — but  have  uot  seen  any  Situation  very  proper 
for  such  post  as  woud  answer  the  purpose — For  a  variety  of 
reasons,  (beside  the  advantage  of  ground),  I  prefer  the  farm  of  a 
Mr.  Bull,  about  six  miles  up  the  River  from  Wards  bridge — per- 
haps about  20  miles  or  more  from  Hudsons  &  30  miles  by  the 
Minieinck  road  to  the  Delaware  River. 

Here  the  Kill  is  a  Barrier  in  front — and  an  easy  eminence  com- 
mands cleard  fields  to  a  considerable  distance  in  ye  Rear. 
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This  post  will  soou  come  under  the  protection  of  the  left  Col- 
umn of  our  army  in  case  they  move  this  way — if  not,  the  stores 
iire  in  the  best  Situation  to  be  transported  S.'  Major  Taylor  is 
so  much  of  tlie  opinion  that  this  is  the  preferable  post  that  he 
goes  off  to  change  the  Kout  of  his  wajigons.     I  am  with  due 

respect  s"r 

Your  very  Hbl.  Serv't, 

W.  Malcom. 
To  General  George  Clinton 

Fort  Montgomerv. 


D'r  Genrl., 

As  the  Stores  are  now  on  the  move  &  teems  I  impress'd,  and 
gond  Down  both  this  Day  and  will  be  to  morrow,  would  be  glade 
to  have  your  Approbation  of  the  measure,  or  further  Directions 
if  you  Disaprove. 

I  am  D'r  S'r  with  Obedience  yours. 

And- w  Taylor  Asst.  Q.  M.  G. 


Fort  Montgomery  6th  July  1777. 

D'r  Sir, 

I  rec'd  Colo.  Malcom's  Favour  with  yours  of  yesterday.    I  much 

-approve  of  the  spot  fixt  on  for  the  Magazines,  providing  Barns 

&c.  can  be  had  to  Store  the  Provisions  at  that  Place,  as  Colo. 

Hughes  does  not  propose  erecting  Stores;  this  shoud  be  consid- 

•ered.    Indeed,  when  I  wrote  you,  I  had  that  Place  in  View,  but 

as  it  is  long  since  I  was  there,  I  did  not  so  well  remember  the 

Situation  till  I  saw  Colo.  Malcom's  Letter,  Which  I  am  sure  is  a 

true  Representation  of  it. 

I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
To  Major  Taylor. 
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[No.  598.] 

ADJUTANT  HILL  UNDER  ARREST. 

And  Prefers  Charges  of  Malfeasance  Against  Colonel  Loring  for 
Making  False  Returns  for  Rum. 

Fort  Constitution  July  6th,  1777. 
Sir, 

ColL  Loring  has  this  Morning  Ordered  me  Under  An  Arrest  for 
Refusing  to  fetch  a  Tent  &  poles  Belonging  to  his  Regt.  which 
he  had  some  time  Ago  Sent,  and  Ordered  it  pitch'd  for  the  Use  of 
the  marsh  Guard.  I  Looked  upon  it  as  a  Quarter  master  or  Q.  M. 
Serjt.  Duty  to  fetch  it,  but  because  I  have  Acted  as  Adjutant  for 
our  Deteachment  he  ordered  me  as  Adjutant  to  fetch  it.  I,  think- 
ing it  not  my  Duty  Refused;* Would  be  much  Obliged  to  the  Gen- 
eral if  he  would  be  pleased  to  Call  a  Court  martial,  so  that  I  may 
have  a  hearing  before  Coll.  Loring  Leaves  the  Garrison. 

I  have  Likewise  a  Complaint  to  Enter  Against  Coll.  Loring 
begging  that  General  Clinton  will  be  pleased  to  take  notice  of  it. 
I  have  Understood  by  Commissary  Stevens  &  Some  other  Gentle- 
man, that  Coll.  Loring  Sent  false  Returns  for  Rum,  so  far  as  this, 
that  he  Draws  Rum  for  two  of  his  Bakers,  which  have  the  profits 
of  the  overplus  of  flour  for  Baking;  that  he  Draws  Rum  for  a 
Camp  Culliman  who  was  Sentenced  by  Court  Martial  to  Do  that 
Duty  for  a  Certain  time  as  his  Punishment;  that  he  Draws  half  a 
pint  Rum  a  Day  for  a  Taylor  he  has  at  work,  and  Returns  him  as 
Two  men;  that  all  those  Above  mentioned  men  he  Returns  a» 
Artificers— that  I  have  Understood  by  Mr.  Reeder,  that  he  Or- 
dered him  to  mend  a  Gun  of  Mr.  Moor,  a  family  he  frequently 
Visits,  which  I  Understand  are  not  friendly  to  our  Cause;  that 
Mr.  Reeder  first  Refused  to  mend  the  Gun,  Saying  it  did  not 
belong  to  Coll.  Loring's  Regt;  that  Coll.  Loring  Said  it  Did,  and 
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Order'd  him  to  mend  it,  which  he  did;  that  After  the  Gun  was 
mended,  he  Saw  that  same  Gun  put  in  the  Coll.  P.oat  &  Go  Over 
to  Moors  with  it;  That  Mr.  Moor  was  with  Coll.  Loring  in  this 
Garrison;  that  Coll.  Loring  walked  with  him  on  the  platforms  & 
shewed  him  the  Cannon  &e.  which  I  Can  make  Appear  by  several 
Officers  in  the  Garrison. 

I  have  Also  Understood  that  Coll.  Loring  has  wrote  the  Parole 
and  Countersign  at  Mr.  Moors  in  the  Afternoon  and  Let  them 
See  it,  and  then  Sent  it  Over  to  the  Garrison  and  he  Tarried  at 
Mr.  Moors. 

These  are  the  Chief  of  the  Complaints  I  have  to  alledge  against 
Coll.  Loring  at  present,  which  I  have  here  Complained  of  to  the 
Genl.,  not  Only  because  I  am  put  under  an  arrest,  but  because  I 
think  it  my  Duty  to  Acquaint  the  General  thereof. 

I  am  S'r  Y'r  Most  Hble.  &  Most  Obdt.  Serv't, 

Robert  Hill. 
To  George  Clinton  Brigadier  General 

at  Fort  Montgomery. 


[No.  599.] 

OUR  FIRST  GOVERNOR. 

Christopher  Tappen  Notifies  George  Clinton  of  His  Election. 

Kingston  July  Tth  1777. 
D'r  Brother, 

From  the  Inclosed  List*  taken  in  Council  of  Safety,  you  will 

see  who  were  the  Candidates  in  the  late  Election.     I  congratulate 

you  on  your  being  Elected  Governor  as  well  as  Lieut.  Gov'r  for 

this  State — the  Council  have  not,  nor  can  they  Declare  this,  for 

want  of  a  proper  return  from  Orange  County. 

•  List  not  found.  A  fragment  of  the  canvass  of  the  first  election  of  Governor  (Miscel- 
laneous Papers  37,  State  Library),  gives  the  following  returns  from  Albany,  Cum- 
berland, Dutchess,  Tryon,  Ulster,  Westche&ter:  George  Clinton,  865;  John  Morin 
Scott,  386;  Philip  Schuyler,  1,012;  John  Jay,  367;  Philip  Livingston,  5;  Robert  R.  Liv- 
ingston, 7.  The  votes  from  Orange  and  other  southern  counties  gave  the  election  to 
Clinton.  The  returns  were  made  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  July  9,  and  the  Govornor 
■waa  sworn  In  on  the  30th,  at  Kingston.— State  Historian. 
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The  Council  have  sent  a  Express  for  the  Poll  List  of  Orange 

whenever  he  returns  you  I  inimagine  will  have  proper  Notice 

thereof. 

T  am  D'r  Brother, 

Your's  Affectionately, 

Christ'r  Tappen. 

P.  S.  Mother  is  here  &  Enjoys  a  good  as  all  my  Family. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


[No.  GOO.] 

Returns  of  Col.  AUison''s  Regiment,  at  Fort  Montgomery,  July  4f 

1777. 

Fort  Montgommery  7th  July  1777. 

A  Return  of  the  State  of  Colo'l  Wiirin  Allison's  Regent  of  Malitia 
Under  the  Command  of  Genl.  George  Clinton. 
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Schuyler  Announces  the  fall  of  Ti<x>nderoga. 

*  Albany,  July  Till,  1777. 
Sir. — Both  Tj'conderoga  and  Mount  Independence  are  in  the 
enemy's  possession.    Part  of  our  troops  are  at  Skeeneborough,  to 
which  place  the  *^^emy  have  puiv<ued.    It  is  therefore  now  become 

*From  the  Journal  of  the  CoudcU  of  Safety. 
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necessary  that  every  man  of  tlie  militia  should  turn  out  and  that 
without  a  moment's  delay;  you  will  therefore  issue  your  orders 
accordingly,  and  hope  to  see  you  with  them." 

The  foregoing  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  I  have  ju«t  this  moment 
received  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  this  day,  at  Stillwater  on 
his  way  to  the  northward,  and  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit 
you.  I  have  only  time  to  add,  that  agreeably  to  his  requisition, 
I  have  issued  my  orders  for  the  whole  militia  of  my  brigade  to 
inarch  to  Fort  Edward  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  to  sub- 
nut  to  you  the  necessity  of  leaving  part  thereof,  and  what  number 
you  judge  will  be  requisite  at  this  place;  as  we  are  surrounded 
with  disaffected  persons,  and  have  about  one  hundred  confined  in 
the  jail  of  this  city.  I  am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  servant^ 

Abm.  Ten  Broeck. 
Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 

Two  days  before,  from  Albany,  Schuyler  had  written  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt: 

*"  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  j'ou,  under  flying  seal,  a  letter 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  that  the  Council  of  Safety,  by  pe- 
rusing the  papers  enclosed  in  it,  may  be  informed  of  the  situation 
of  afifairs  in  this  quarter.  As  I  cannot  find  time  to  copy  them, 
they  will  please  to  excuse  this  mode. 

The  apprehension  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tryon  county  distresses 
me  exceedingly.  In  a  letter  from  the  committee  they  observe, 
^'  that  if  they  are  not  succoured  they  will  be  obliged  either  to 
abandon  their  habitations  or  submit  to  the  terms  of  the  friends 
of  Great  Britain,  seeing  themselves  out  of  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  of  America." 

I  have  written  them  an  encouraging  letter,  and  have  ordered 

*  From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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to  remain  in  that  quarter,  who  they  were  apprehensive  were  com- 
ing away.  And  although  I  believe  the  enemy  will  attempt  an  in- 
cursion into  that  county,  yet  I  trust  they  will  not  be  able,  greatly, 
to  distress  us;  as  I  hope  we  will  have  timely  notice  of  their  ap- 
proach, and  be  prepared  to  give  them  a  proper  reception." 
From  Stillwater,  July  7.  Schuyler  wrote  Van  Ck)rtlandt: 
"  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  a  very  considerable  part  of  the 
garrisons  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence  are  in  the 
enemy's  hands.  I  have  not  above  seven  hundred  Continental 
troops,  and  I  fear  not  twice  that  number  of  militia,  to  oppose  the 
enemy,  and  not  a  single  piece  of  artillery.  In  this  situation  my 
prospect  is  not  very  agreeable.  I  wish  for  all  the  militia  from 
every  quarter  to  come  up  with  all  expedition.  If  the  Council  of 
Safety,  or  at  least  part  of  it,  were  immediately  to  repair  to  Albany, 
it  might  have  a  good  effect,  as  I  have  hardly  any  body  to  assist 
me."  ' 


[No.  601.] 

Returns  of  Col.  WoodhuJVs  Regiment,  at  Fort  Clinton,  July  T,  1777. 

Return  of  Collonel  Jese  WoodhuH's  Reigment 

Dated  Fort  Clinton  July  7th  1777. 
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[No.  602.] 
Iron  and  Timber  for  Gun-carriages  and  Carpenters  and  Blacksmiths 

to  Make  Them. 

Fort  Constitution  7th  July  1777. 
Sir. 

The  Iron  &  Timber,  for  the  Gun  Carriages,  you  ordered  the 
other  Day,  to  be  made  immediately,  are  arrived,  &  therefore, 
should  be  glad  to  have  the  Diminsions  of  the  Cannon  &  wether 
for  ships  or  Batteries.  With  four  Carpenters,  two  not  being 
sufficent  for  dispatch — also  two  Black-Smiths;  &  when  the  other 
Bellowes  &  Tools  comes  to  hand,  two  smiths  more.  Barney  tells 
me,  he  is  ordered  by  the  General,  to  work  for  the  ship,  previous 
to  that  for  the  Gun-Carriages.  You  will  be  pleased  to  communi- 
cate, by  the  bearer  Lt.  Guion,  your  pleasure  respecting  the  above. 
I  am  Sir  Respectfully,  your  most  hum'e  Servant, 

Gershom  Mott,  Cap.  of  Artillery. 
P.  S.  Lt.  Shaw  has  brought  the  Brass  24  pounder,  from  Fisb 
Kill,  agreeable  to  your  orders. 
To  General  G.  Clinton. 


[No.  603.] 
Trials  and  Tribulations  of  William  Laicrence. 
Honoured  Sir, 

I  take  this  method  to  inform  you  of  my  Difficultys;  Early  thi* 
Spring  My  Son  who  work't  with  me  in  the  Shop  listed  in  the 
Standing  forces  and  is  now  att  Fort  Montgomry,  My  Appren- 
tice is  now  there  in  the  four  month  Service.  I  have  much  more 
work  Crouding  upon  me  Daily  than  I  am  able  to  do;  Scarcely  a 
Day  passes  but  I  have  Something  to  do  for  Major  Tayler,  in  the 
work  going  on  under  his  Care,  and  many  times  they  Call  for  more 
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Colo.  Van  Schaick  with  the  Continental  troops  under  his  command 

than  I  am  able  to  perform;  now,  Sir,  if  you  Can  find  it  Consistent 

with    the    trust    Reposed    iu    you,   to    permit   my   apprentice  to 

Come  home  to  my  assistance,  I  shall  Esteem  it  a  great  favour; 

where  perhaps  he  may  do  as  much  good  for  the  publick  Cause  as 

in  the  army,  and  I  think  I  Can  Say  with  Safety,  it  is  more  from 

a  Desire  to  Serve  the  publick,  than  for  my  own  private  intrest 

that  I  Request  it.     I  am  Sir  with  Due  Respect  your  Humble 

Servant, 

William  Lawrence. 
Newburgh  July  8th  1777. 

To  General  George  Clinton 

@  Fort  Montgomery. 

These  may  Certify  that  Maj'r  Boyd  has  stoped  his  Shop  from 

doing  any  work  for  us  at  this  post,  for  which  Reason,  I  am 

oblidge  to  apply  to  Mr.  Lawrence  both  for  Horse  shooing  and,  the 

Dock,  as  there  is  no  other  Shope  on  this  side,  and  often  the  work 

is  Retarded,  and  Teems  Verey  unfit  to  send  on  a  Journy. 

And'w  Taylor  Asst.  Q.  M.  G. 


[No.  604.] 

A  SLANDER  REFUTED. 

The  Baseless  Charge  Made  hij  an  Alleged  Tory  Against  an  American 

Scouting  Party. 
Capt.  James  Lamb  Complains,  and  Saith  that  Some  time  In 
the  later  end  of  April  last,  a  party,  of  men  who  came  from  Fort 
Montgomery,  whent  to  the  house  of  one  John  Brush,  were  the 
Complainant  had  two  Chests,  the  one  lockt,  the  other  without  a 
lock,  where  he,  the  said  Complainant,  Had  his  wearing  apperal, 
Sheets  &c.  The  said  party  Broke  open  hie  Chest,  and,  as  he 
Supposes,  Tuck  away   Several   articles,   for   when   he   Come   to 


Public  PArEus  or  George  Ceintox.  85 

over  hall  what  was  in  both  Chest;  he  mif-'st  fifteen  pounds 
of  i)aper  Money,  twenty  or  five  in  twenty  pounds  in  Silver,  Six 
half  Johan's  and  one  whole  one— two  Silver  Stock  buckels,  two 
Silver  Clasps  and  a  Silver  Box,  with  a  Blather  full  of  Coppers— 
also  three  Shirts  Some  Sheets  and  pillo  cases.  This  Complainant 
further  Saith,  that  he  was  taken  prisoner  The  Same  night,  by 
another  party,  Sent  as  afores'd  and  brought  To  Gineral  James 
Clinton  who  was  then  Commander  at  S'd  fort. 

The  Examination  of  John  Brush  Taken  this  4th  Day  of  July, 
1777,  Saith  at  the  time  above  Mentioned,  Some  officers  with  a 
party  of  men  Came  from  foi't  Montgomery  to  his  house,  late  in 
the  Night,  and  Euquird  whether  Capt.  Lamb  had  not  a  Cher^t 
or  two  Their;  this  Examinant  told  them  he  had,  and  shewd  them 
one,  which  was  not  lockt,  which  they  Examined  or  overhalld, 
and  as  far  as  he  knew  put  Every  thing  in  the  Chest  again. 

They  then  askt  him  whether  their  was  not,  another  Chest;  He 
told  them  their  was,  they  then  orderd,  that  Chest  to  be  brough 
forth,  which  was  lockt;  they  Enquird  for  the  Key.  This  Ex- 
aminant told  them  that  the  owner  had  it;  they  Then  broke  open 
the  Chest  and  then  Examined,  or  overhalld.  Carefully  Every 
thing  what  was  in  it;  their  was  in  the  Chest  a  Small  Trunk,  but 
whether  lockt  or  not,  this  Examinant  Cant  tell;  but  they  had 
it  open,  and  Examin'd  what  was  In  it — and  this  Examinant 
Says,  he  thought,  the  put  Every  thing  in  the  Chest  and  trunk 
which  was  by  them  Taken  out,  and  saith  that  his  wife  had  a  mind 
to  get  up,  but  they  told  her  to  lay  still,  *  *  *  and  fuither, 
Saith  that  he  was  Desired  by  some  of  them  to  Stand  by,  and 
see  them  Examine  the  Chests  and  trunk,  which  he  did  but  not 
So  Studely,  as  he  might  have  done,  as  other  objects  Drew  away 
his  attention  at  times  and  further  Saith  not. 
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The  examination  of  Serjt.  Burnett  of  Capt.  Bevier's  company, 
Coll.  Dubois  Regiment  Saith,  that  in  the  latter  end  of  April  1777 
by  the  order  of  Genl.  James  Clinton,  they  were  ordered  out  on  a 
scouting  party  to  apprehend  tories  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
James  McBride;  that  when  they  came  to  the  house  of  one  Brush, 
who  was  looked  upon  as  an  enemy  to  the  country,  they  found  a 
chest,  which  was  ordered  to  be  opened,  having  heard  that  money 
was  there  deposited  for  the  use  of  enlisting  men  for  the  king, 
or  in  order  to  find  some  papers  that  might  be  detrimental  to  our 
liberties;  and  when  opened,  they  were  ordered  to  search  it;  the 
said  Brush  standing  by;  and  found  no  cash,  unless  a  small  bag 
of  coppers  which  was  returned  into  the  chest  with  other  things; 
and  further  the  Deponent  saith  not. 

Ebenezer  Burnet. 
The  examination  of  Corpl.  Robison  of  Capt.  Hutchin's  com- 
pany Coll.  Dubois  Regiment.  Saith,  that  in  the  latter  end  of 
April  1777  by  the  command  of  Genl.  James  Clinton,  they  were 
ordered  out  on  a  scouting  party  to  apprehend  tories;  they  were 
conducted  to  a  house  of  one  Brush,  who  was  looked  upon  as  an 
enemy  to  his  country;  that  when  they  came  there,  he  was  ordered 
to  take  care  of  the  prisoners  at  the  door,  and  to  observe  least 
the  house  should  be  plundered  or  any  thing  carried  off;  says 
that  he  saw  nothing  carried  off  by  any  of  the  party;  further  the 

Deponent  saith  not. 

Benj'n  Robinson. 

The  examination  of  Serjt.  Barber  of  Capt.  Milliken's  Company 
Coll.  McClaughry's  Regiment.  Saith,  that  some  time  in  April 
1777,  he  was  ordered  out  on  a  scout  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
James  McBride.  in  order  to  apprehend  or  take  some  tories;  that 
on  their  way  they  came  to  a  house,  the  owner's  name  he  did  not 
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know;  but  upon  search  they  found  a  chest,  which  the  man  of 
the  house  said  did  not  belong  to  him;  that  the  said  chest  was 
ordered  to  be  opened  to  search  if  there  was  any  writings  that 
might  be  detrimental  to  our  liberties  and  found  none;  but  found 
a  small  bag  of  coppers  with  one  bill  of  paper  money,  which  waa 
put  back  together  with  the  coppers  into  the  bag  and  all  returned 
into  the  chest;  the  man  of  the  house  standing  by;  whom  they 
took  prisoner  and  carried  along  with  them,  and  that  neither 
goods  nor  money  was  carried  off  and  furthar  the  Deponent  saith 
not. 

William  Barber. 

The  Examination  of  Adam  Gilchrist  of  Capt.  Fellors  Company 
•Colo.  McClaughry's  Regiment. 

Saith  that  some  time  in  April  1777  he  went  out  on  a  scout 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  James  McBride  in  order  to  appre- 
hend or  take  some  Tories;  that  on  their  route  they  came  to  a  house 
the  owner's  name,  one  Brush,  where  after  entrance,  the  Land- 
lord being  up,  they  espied  a  Chest,  &  on  enquiry  found  it  be- 
longed to  Capt.  Lamb  of  Haverstraw  and  that  there  was  money 
&  papers  in  it;  &  on  opening  found  a  small  Bag  of  Coppers  &  a 
great  quantity  of  Papers  which  with  the  Coppers  were  returned 
in  the  Chest  in  the  manner  found  them,  the  man  of  the  house 
standing  by,  whom  took  prisoner  &  carried  off;  &  that  neither 
goods  nor  money  was  carried  off,  &  further  the  deponent  saith 
not. 

Adam  Gilchrist  Jun'r. 
Head  Quarters  Fort  Montgomery 

July  8"  1777. 

Complaint  having  been  made  hx  Capt.  James  Lamb  of  Haver- 
straw, that  a  Party  from  this  Garrison,  when  under  the  Com- 
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mand  of  General  James  Clinton,  had  plundered  him  of  his  Money 
and  other  Effects  deposited  at  the  House  of  John  Brush,  and  it 
having  been  suggested  that  Lieut.  Wherrv  commanded  that 
Party,  it  does  not  appear  from  the  Examinations  of  the  Wit- 
nesses produced  by  Capt.  Lamb,  that  any  of  his  Money  or  Effects 
was  plundered,  as  charged  in  the  Complaint;  neither  does  it 
appear  that  Lieut.  Wherry  had  the  Command  of  the  Party;  at 
the  same  time,  from  the  Examination  of  sundry  Persons  it  ap- 
pears that  every  Precaution  was  taken  by  the  Party  and  Officer* 
to  prevent  Irregularity. 


[No.  COS.] 
THE  FALL  OF  TICONDEROGA. 
And  Confirmatory  Xeics  that  George  Clinton  Has  Been    Elected 

Governor. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  a  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 
dated  the  Seventh  Instant,*  we  Learn  "  That  Ticonderoga  and 
Fort  Independance  are  in  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy."    By  a  Copy 

of  a  T^etter  from  Fort  Ann  (from Learned  to  the  General)  it 

appears  that  it  was  taken  about  five  o'Clock  on  Saturday  last, 
&  —  Learned  farther  says  He  has  Heard  that  about  500  of  the 
Garrison  are  on  their  way  to  Skeensborough, 

Whether  these  500  are  returning  prisoners  of  war,  or  had  made 
their  Escape,  the  Council  of  Safety  are  entirely  in  the  Dark. 

A  messenger  Sent  to  Colo.  Woodhull  for  the  Ballots  of  Orange 
County  is  not  yet  returned.  But  you  are  assuredly  elected  Gov'r 
of  the  State.     I  hope  no  Considerations  will  induce  you  to  de- 

*  See  page  80  et  seq. 
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cline  the  Office.     I  pray  God,  it  may  be  continued  to  you  while 
you  live  &  that  you  may  execute  it  with  Spirit  &  Dignity. 
I  am  D'r  Sir  your  affectionate, 

John  McKesson. 

P.  S.  Your  good  Mother  Tappen  went  to  Marble  Town  yester- 
day 1^'  was  then  in  Health— as  is  also  Major  Tappen's  Family  at 
present. 


Tuesday  afternoon  July  Sth  1777. 


His  Excellency  the  Governor. 


[No.  606.] 
livturns  of  Col.  McGlaghrifs  Regiment,  at  Fort  Clinton,  July   9, 

1777. 

A  Return  of  Colo.  James  McClaghry's  Regiment  of  Militia  Dated 
Fort  Clinton  July  9th  1777. 
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[No.  609.] 
Bttui'Jis    of    Capi,     Mott'8     Company    of     Artillery    at    Fort 

Constitutioju  July  9,  1777. 
A  Return  of  Captain  Gershoui  Mott's  Company  in  Colonel  John 
Lamb's  Battalion  of  Artillery,  Stationed  at  Fort  Constitution,  9th 
Julv  1777. 
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Captain  Lieutenant — Unknown  Where 

John  Snnilerlin  )  \r„»,„^„,„    <  William  Robertson 

Sick  at  Fish  kill  ]  '"»"o*»^*   \  On  Cooiiuand,  at  Albany 


Gerehora  Mott  Cap'n. 


[No.  610.] 
GENERAL  CLINTON  COMMANDED  THE  MILITIA. 

They  Responded  with  Expedition  in  the  Late  Call^  hut  are  Now 

Growing  Uneasy. 

Fort  Montgomery  9th  July  1777. 
Dear  Sir:— 

The  Militia  which  I  ordered  to  this  Post  &  who  came  in  with 
great  Expedition  almost  to  a  Man  according  to  Custom  begin  to 
be  extreamly  uneasy.  They  want  to  go  Home,  their  Corn  is 
suffering,  their  Harvest  coming  on,  and  they  cant  see  that  it  is 
lilvely  there  will  be  any  Thing  for  them  to  do  here  suddenly. 
They  have  been  frequently  on  the  Dunderbergh  to  look  down 
the  River  &  cant  see  a  single  Vessel  in  it;  \A'hat  shall  I  do  with 
them  ? 

If  I  consent  to  their  going  Home  they  will  Return  when  or- 
dered again  with  great  Chearfulness.  If  I  dout,  they  will  go 
<many  of  them  at  least)  without  Leave.     I  dont  know  what  to 
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do  with  them  &,  therefore,  shall  not  do  any  Thing,  without  your 
Honor's  Directions  which  I  shoud  be  glad  to  have  this  afternoon. 

Colo.  Hughes  has  applied  to  me  for  a  Captain's  Guard  for  the 
Stores  erected  on  the  West  Side  of  Hudson's  River.  It  is  neces- 
sary, but  I  Cant  afford  to  send  him  any  from  this  Post  as  with- 
out the  Militia  we  are  very  Weak  &  indeed  a  Militia  Guard  for 
Salt  is  not  the  Thing. 

I  expect  to  draw  a  Cable  across  the  River  in  Front  of  the 

Chain  this  Morning,  every  Thing  being  prepared  for  it,  &  the 

Montgomery's  Cables  spliced  &  fixt  for  the  Purpose.     As  soon  as 

one  of  the  Booms  is  ready  it  can  be  put  in  Place  of  tho  Cable. 

The  Fasts  on  shore  being  formed  so  as  to  answer  for  a  Boom 

&  by  this  Means  shoud  the  Cable  not  answer  the  Purpose  little 

or  no  Time  will  have  been  losst  by  it.     If  the  Cannon  are  arrived 

from  Fort  Lee  I  Wish  how  soon  they  coud  be  forwarded  here  as 

we  have  every  Thing  ready  to  stock  &  make  Carriages  for  them. 

I  am  with  due  Respect, 

Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 
G.  C. 


[To  Gen.  Putnam.]  ^^^   ^^.3,^ 

Colonel  Woodhull's  Detachment  at  Fort  Clinton. 
Return  of  Collonel  Jesse  Woodhull's  Regiment  Dated  at  Fort 
Clinton  July  the  9th  1777.* 
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*  This  document  is  manifestly  out  of  place  in  the  manuscript  volume.  The  date  on 
the  manuscript  is  "  July  9th,  1777."  It  therefore  should  have  been  numbered  by  the 
editor  of  the  Clinton  Manuscript  as  document  611.  The  present  editor  has  transferred 
it  to  its  proper  place.— State  Historian. 
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[No.  G12.] 
A  Desertefs  Sentence — Fifty  Lashes  on  the  Bare  Hack. 

Fort  MoDt  Gomery  July  10th  1777. 

At  a  General  Court  Martial  held  in  Col.  Snyder's  Koom  Pur- 
suant to  an  Order  of  General  George  Clinton. 

Present — Col.  Allison,  Pres't. 
Maj'r  Dubois  Lieut.  Decker 

€apt.  Jackson  Lt.  Wilkins 

Capt.  Vankeuren  Lt.  Moffat 

Capt.  Johnson  Lt.  Roskrons 

Capt.  Hasbrook  Lt.  Conkling 

€apt.  Conkling.  Lt.  Harlow. 

€apt.  Miller 

Lieut.  Col.  Tusten  to  act  as  Judge  Advocate. 

The  I'resident  Members  &  Judge  Advocate  being  sworn;  the 
Prisoner  William  Derby  late  a  Sergt.  in  Col.  Pawling's  Regt. 
Charged  with  Desertion,  was  brought  before  the  Court  &  the 
Charge  being  read  to  him  Pleads,  Guilty;  but  says  in  his  defence 
that  he  had  a  Brother  in  New  York  who  he  wanted  to  see;  that 
he  intended  no  harm  to  his  Country;  refused  to  Inlist  in  the 
British  Service  &  returned  home  in  less  than  a  Month. 

Whereupon  the  Court  took  the  Nature  of  the  Crime  into  Con- 
sideration &  do  sentence  the  s'd  Prisoner  to  receive  fifty  Lashes 
on  his  bare  Back. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Court. 

Wm.  Allison  Pres'd. 
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[No.  G14.] 

Returns  of  Capt.  Brown's  Company  of  Artillery  at  Fort 
Montgomery,  July  11,  1777. 

Fort  Montgomery  July  the  lltli,  1777. 
A  Return  of  Capt.  Jonath'n  Brown's  Company  of  Colo.  John  Lamb's 
Battalion  of  Artillery  In  the  United  States. 
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Present  fit  for  duty 
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15 

34 

sick  present 
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1 
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11 

sick  absent 

on  Couiniaud 

on  Fuilongli 

Not  Joined 

Total 
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22 

45 

Wauting  to  Conip't 

2 
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6 

12 

Daed 

1 

Discharged 

Disserted 

2 

Jon'd  Brown  Capt. 
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[No.  GIO.] 

Ilcnry  V,^isncr  Ordered  to  Send  All  the  Powder  at  His  Mill  to  Fort 

Montgomery. 
Sir. 

Genl.  Putnam  desires  yon  will  immediately  order  to  Fort  Mont- 

),^omery  all  the  Powder  from  Weesnors  Mills  for  the  Use  of  this 

Division. 

I  am  Sir  in  behalf  of  the  Genl.  your  mo.  obt.  serv't, 

A.  Burr  A.  D.  C. 

Head  Quarters  Peekskill  10th  July  1777. 

The  Honble.  B.  Genl.  Geo.  Clinton. 

Fort  Montgomery  11th  July  1777. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  from  Major  Genl.  Putnam,  Dated  yester- 

-day  you  are  immediatly  to  forward  all  the  Powder  belonging 

to  the  Continent  at  your  Mill  to  this  Post  for  the  Use  of  his 

Divission. 

I  am  yours  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton,  B.  Genl. 
To  the  Honble.  Henry  Wisner  Esqr. 

Copy  L.  Major  Philips  same  Day. 


[No.  617.] 

€ol.   Hashrouck  Suggests   that   the  Newhurg  Provision   Guard  he 

Allowed  to  go  Home  to  Harvest. 

[June  or  July  1777.] 
Honarab'e  S'r, 

I  should  be  Glad  to  Know  from  You  by  the  first  Oppertunity 
Whether  the  Guard  Ordered  to  the  stores  here  are  to  be  Con- 
tinued by  me  or  no?  As  the  store  are  now  Became  Emty  of 
Provisions  and  in  fact  Almost  Every  other  Article — I  for  my 
Part  think  they  Now  Intirely  useless  at  Present. 

I  would  Not  Be  ^Yiling  you  shoud  think  that  I  Want  to  Excuse 
them  from  Any  duty  you  shoud  [think]  absolutly  Necessary,  But 
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a»  the  KuiMiy  ^easou  of  the  Year  Calls  Aloud  for  Every  man  in 
their  Harvist  I  shoud  be  Cad  of  your  ans'r  By  the  Bearer  Coll. 
Jonnen.  1  should  be  Glad  to  Come  and  see  you  my  self,  But  as 
my  Blate  of  Helth  is  at  Present.  1  am  Intirely  unable.  I  am  dear 
8'r  your  Esteemed  ^'e^y  Humble  Serv't, 

Jonathan  Hasbrouck. 

To  Hrig'r  Gen'r  George  Clinton 
@  Fort  Mongomery. 


[No.  618.] 

GLOOMY  NEWS  FROM  THE  NORTH. 

Ucnetal  Schuykrs  Report  to  the  Council  on  the  Fall  of  Ticonderoga. 

Disclaims  Giving  Orders  for  the  Evacuation. 

Kingston  the  11th  July  1777. 
l»"r  Brother, 

By  Express  last  night  we  have  as  yet  no  farther  Accts  certain, 
but  what  you  have  in  the  Inclosed  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Gen- 
♦•ral  Schuyler,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  General  has  some 
ho{ie8  of  Geul.  St.  Clair  A:  tin-  Army  wiili  him,  will  join  him;  I 
u.uit  confers  Ue  is  more  capeable  to  judge,  than  what  we  can  be; 
but  HH  for  my  part  I  have  not  the  least  distant  hopes  that  Genl. 
St.  Clair  will  join,  if  that  part  of  the  Army  does.  Genl.  Schuyler  is 
truly  in  a  deplorable  situation,  our  Affairs  to  the  Northward 
li.v..  .-.  r:i,„,iny  Aspact  what  the  Event  will  be  God  only  knows. 

I  am  with  Esteem, 

Yours  &c. 

Christ'r  Tappen. 
[To  0.  C] 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Genl.  Schuyler  to  the  Couiiril  of 
Safety  Dated  Fort  Edward  July  9th  1777. 

Last  Night  I  was  Honored  with  your  Letters  of  the  5th*  &  Tthj 
Instant. 


*July  5,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  wrote  Gen.  Schuyler: 

Sir— Your  several  favours  have  been  received  and  laid  before  the  Council.  In 
answer  to  which  I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  the  number  of  members  in  'th« 
Council  of  Safety  is  too  small  to  admit  of  any  of  them  being  sent  to  Albany,  unless 
on  the  most  urgent  necessity;  they  are  therefore  sorry  to  decline  a  compliance  with 
your  request  to  that  purpose. 

,  I  am  further  directed  to  inform  you,  that  the  Council  are  equally  incapable  of  afford- 
ing you  any  assistance  from  the  militia  of  the  lower  counties,  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  them  having  been  engaged  in  actual  service  for  some  time  past,  and  of  the  re- 
mainder, which  was  necessary  for  the  culture  of  the  country — without  a  due  attention 
to  which  you  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  the  war  must  speedily  terminate  to  our  dis- 
advantage by  the  attack  of  an  enemy  perfectly  irresistible— the  greater  part,  at  the  re- 
quest of  His  Excellency  the  General,  have  been  ordered  down  to  the  forts  and  passes 
in  the  Highlands,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  General  Clinton's  letter  to 
us;  and  the  rest  are  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  by  our  resolu- 
tions of Instant,  of  which  we  also  enclose  you  a  copy. 

By  our  resolutions  of  this  day,  you  will  perceive,  sir,  that  the  disaffected,  confined 
at  Albany,  are  ordered  on  board  the  Fleet  at  this  place,  which  we  hope  will  remove 
the  disagreeable  apprehensions  of  the  people  of  Albany. 

The  Council  would  be  happy,  sir,  to  be  informed  of  the  circumstances  which  Gen- 
eral St.  Clair  adverts  to  when  he  says,' and  should  the  enemy  protract  their  opera- 
tions, or  invest  us  and  content  themselves  with  a  simple  blockade,  we  are  infallibly 
ruined.' 

The  Council  are  at  a  loss  for  the  reasons  which  can  induce  the  commander  at  that 
post  to  abandon  Ticonderoga,  since  they  have  been  hitherto  led  to  believe  that  it  the 
enemy  are  in  possession  of  it,  they  will  have  immediate  access  to  Lake  George,  not- 
withstanding our  garrison  in  Mount  Independence;  and  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
accomplishing  a  retreat  from  that  mount;  of  which  circumstances,  you,  sir,  being 
better  acquainted  than  the  members  of  the  Council,  they  refer  to  your  Judgement  for 
taking  the  most  necessary  steps  on  this  occasion. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Deane  contains  intelligence  which  hath  been  long  since  circu- 
lated here  by  emissaries  of  the  enemy,  and  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  rather 
calculated  to  raise  the  spirits  of  deluded  tories,  though  at  the  same  time,  as  it  may  not 
be  quite  without  foundation,  they  approve  of  your  orders  to  General  Herkimer  to  hold 
his  militia  in  readiness. 

In  the  month  of  March  last  all  these  different  movements  of  the  enemy  were  set  down 
for  the  first  and  afterwards  for  the  fifth  of  May,  and  at  present  it  seems  the  first  of 
July  is  the  critical  moment,  which  may  perhaps  be  deferred,  as  they  cannot  gain 
that  assistance  from  the  disaffected  which  they  undoubtedly  expect. 

What  hopes  they  may  have  formed  from  an  attack  upon  Ticonderoga,  we  do  not 
know;  but  it  appears  to  us  that  if  the  post  is  as  strong  as  we  have  always  been  In- 
formed, a  garrison  of  three  thousand  within  it  can  defend  themselves  against  double 
tUfe  number  without,  and  we  have  no  idea  that  Carlton's  forces  are  more  than  six 
thousand  effective  men. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Council  being  unacquainted  with  military  affairs,  direct  me  to  in- 
form you  that  they  cannot  pretend  to  say  what  real  dangers  may  be  apprehended 
from  the  northward,  or  how  far  they  may  have  been  magnified  by  the  dejection  which 
General  St.  Clair  mentioned  as  pervailing  in  his  garrison. 

But  they  wish  you  to  consider  that  every  day  the  militia  are  out  is  a  great  loss  to 
the  state,  and  if  this  alarm  should  prove  of  no  consequence,  that  you  would  permit 
them  to  return  to  their  homes  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  one  of  your  former  letters  you  mentioned  the  want  of  cordage,  an  article  which 
by  the  prudent  care  of  the  late  Convention,  the  Council  might  now  supply  you  with 
if  the  rope  walk  erected  in  this  place  was  not  incapacitated  from  carrying  on  that 
necessary  manufacture  by  the  want  of  tar,  which,  notwithstanding  their  frequent  ap- 
plications, the  public  agent  has  been  unable  to  procure  from  the  city  of  Albany. 

Some  time  last  winter  a  number  of  sick  from  the  northern  department,  on  their  way 
to  Pennsylvania,  were  obliged  to  stop  at  this  place  and  continue  here  under  the  care 
of  the  committee  for  a  considerable  time;  the  expense  accruing  from  the  supplies  of 
necessaries  to  them,  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  four- 
teen shilling&.  I  am  further  requested,  sir,  to  take  your  directions  whether  the  ac- 
counts are  to  be  audited  by  the  paymaster,  the  directors  of  the  hospital,  or  paid  by 
your  order  from  the  military  chest. 

tJuly  7th,  Van  Cortlandt  wrote  Schuyler:  ^         .  »v     r.w 

Sir— The  Council  have  been  honoured  with  the  perusal  of  your  despatches  of  the  5tn 
instant,  and  direct  me  to  return  their  thanks  for  your  polite  attention,  in  favouring 
them  with  the  important  intelligence  which  they  contained.  I  am  further  directed,  sir, 
to  request  of  you  in  the  name  of  the  Council,  from  time  to  time,  to  inform  them  or 
such  other  incidents,  as  may  with  propriety  be  communicated  to  us  in  the  course  or 
this  great  campaign.  Our  best  wishes  wait  upon  you  in  the  course  of  your  expeai- 
tion,  which  they  pray  may  be  crowned  with  honour  and  success.— From  the  Journal  or 
the  Council  of  Safety. 


me  rem  I.-  rAPms  of  George  Clinton. 

W  lull  Louia  iiiMii..-  «. .11.  Till  St.  rhiir.  and  Ihe  Geiu-ral  Oflicei'S 
with  hiuj  to  evucuate  Tycomliropi  <;<h1  only  knows.  Not  a  Bat- 
tery a»  I  am  wt-U  iufcunifil  was  opened  against  it.  The  Garrison 
amounted  to  ahove  live  thousand  Men  in  high  Spirits,  li-althy, 
BufBeiently  supplied  with  provisions,  [tlenty  of  Ammunition  and 
the  Eastern  Militia  in  full  nianh  to  its  aid. 

Colo.  Williams  in  a  Letter  of  yesterday's  Date,  informs  me  that 
it  18  imputed  to  my  Orders.  I  assure  you,  that  not  the  least 
Syllable  in  any  of  my  Letters  or  Orders  contains  the  least  Hint 
of  sueh  an  Intention  on  my  part.  Indeed  the  contrary  is  held 
up  in  them,  and  Siiccnirs  jxisitively  promised. 

My  Situation  is  truly  disagreeable,  hut  I  trust  such  as  it  is,  I 
ehull  a<'<|uit  myself  with  Honor,  an<l  if  (^leneral  St.  Clair  with 
the  Army  should  join  me,  1  shall  .still  linpf  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  cominp  to  Albany. 

It  is  however  a  ujelam  holy  Ketieeiion  that  the  Militia  desert 
Ritii.mi  :is  f:i<i  as  thev  came  in  to  me. 


[No.  fJlO.] 
\\<.i;iv-<    \T  TMI-:  HKIIILANDS  IN  GOOD  CONDITION. 

Uauial  CliiituiiH  Encouruijinij  Report  to  Gen.  Washington — Michael 
Connolly  lircotnninulrd  for  a  Commission. 

Fort  -MoiitgoiiM-ry  11th  July  1777. 
Dear  Sir. 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Connolly  is  tli.-  Person  I  formerly  mentioned 
to  your  Kxcellency  as  a  supernumerary  Oflicer,  I  having  given  a 
Warrant  to  him  n-       '   •   I.i.-utenanl  after  the  4  Companies  offi- 
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cered  by  me  were  compleat.  He  has  taken  great  Pains  to  re- 
cruit Men,  tho'  his  Success  has  not  been  great,  o\vin<,'  lo  ihc? 
Kesolve  of  this  State  in  favour  of  the  5  Regiments  to  be  raised 
in  it.  There  are  two  Vacancies  in  Colo.  Du  Bois's  Regiment 
of  first  Lieutenants,  &  I  find  it  woud  be  more  agreable  ro  him 
to  be  provided  for  in  that,  then  any  other  Corps,  &  I  doubt  not, 
shoud  your  Excellency  gratify  him  in  having  him  appointed  in 
that  Regim't,  he  will  make  an  Active  &  very  useful  Officer. 

I  have  lately  drawn  the  Montgomery's  Cables  across  the  River 
in  Front  of  the  Chain,  which  appears  as  if  it  woud  answer  a 
good  Purpose,  &  hope  in  Day  or  two  to  have  those  of  the  Con- 
gress across  likewise.  The  Redoubts  &  other  Works  at  this 
Post  are  in  as  good  Condition  as  coud  be  expected  &  the  Booms 
for  obstructing  the  River  in  great  forwardness.  I  am  with  due 
Respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 

[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  620.] 

Four  Thousand  Troops  to  he  Ready  to  Reinforce  Gen.  Schuyler. 

Fort  Montgomery  11th  July  1777. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Genl.  Putnam  to  desire  the  Quarter  Master 
General  to  order  down  to  Robinson's  Landing  immediatly, 
Sloops  sufficient  to  transport  four  thousand  Men  from  thence  to 
Albany  in  Case  the  public  Service  shoud  render  it  necessary, 
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Which  you  will  cause  to  be  done  without  Delay.     I  am  your  Most 

Obed't  Sent, 

Geo.  Clinton  B.  Gen. 

To  Major  Taylor  Asst.  Q.  Genl. 

I  shoud  be  glad  how  soon  my  Boat  can  be  finished. 


{No.  G21.] 
Capt.  Hodge  Asks  for  Information  and  General  Clinton  Replies. 

Ship  Montgomery  11"  July  1777. 

Sir, 

LieutB.  Chamberlain  &  Oddel  Just  delivered  me  your  Orders 
respecting  Sixty  Men  that  are  to  Repair  on  board  my  Ship. 
Proper  Officers  for  the  Ship  have  been  Nominated  &  Appointed 
by  the  Ilonourb'e  Continental  Congress,  if  those  two  Gent'n  stay 
on  Board,  they  must  expect  to  be  Commanded  by  my  Officers. 
I  am  S'r  wiili  due 

Respect  Your  Most  Hum'e  Serv' 

John  Hodge. 

To  His  Excell'y  General  George  Clinton  at  Fort  Montgomery. 


Fort  Montgomery  11th  July  1777. 
Sir. 

I  juHt  now  rt'fHved  your  Letter  of  this  Date  in  Answer  to  which 
I  can  only  Hay  I  sent  the  Officers,  as  well  as  Men  on  Board  of 
your  Ship,  arc  to  be  commanded  by  you,  as  they  will  of  Course 
by  any  Officer  Belonging  to  the  Ship  of  superior  Rank  to  them 
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&  I  trust  you  do  not  mean  that  they  shoud  by  any  other.  Your 
Officers,  without  Men,  will  be  of  little  Service  to  the  public.  The 
ship  cant  be  of  any.  You  must  accept  of  the  Officers  &  Men 
as  the  General  has  sent  them.  I  cant  counteract  his  Orders. 
If  you  dont  chuse  to  receive  Officers  the  Men  must  be  returned 
back  to  their  Regts.  with  them.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

[G.  C.] 
To  Capt.  Hodge. 


[No.  622.] 

GENERAL  CLINTON  TO  THE  COUNCIL. 

Accepts  the  Office  of  Governor,  hut  Resigns  that  of  Lieut. -Governor — 
Looks  for  a  Dash  from  the  Enemy. 

Fort  Montgomery  July  11th  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Y^our  Favor  of  the  9th  Instant*  by  Express  is  rec'd.  I  am  to 
thank  you  for  your  kind  Congratulations  upon  the  Honor  con- 
ferred on  me  by  the  People.  If  I  was  left  to  consult  my  own 
Inclinations, however  honorable  the  Offices  to  which  I  was  elected, 
I  should  decline  the  Acceptance  of  either  of  them;  but  as  I  dont 
conceive  myself  at  Liberty  to  refuse  my  Services  in  whatever 
Office  I  may  be  placed  by  the  Free  Suffrages  of  the  Public,  I  shall 
as  soon  as  I  can  consistant  with  my  Duty  to  the  Continent,  as 

*Sir,  I  am  directed  by  the  Council  to  present  you  their  congratulations  upon  y«ur 
being  elected  by  the  free  suffrage  of  the  freeholders  of  this  State,  to  the  oflace  of  Got- 
ernor,  and  also  of  Lieutenant-Governor;  at  the  same  time  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will 
make  such  arrangement  of  your  affairs,  as  to  come  with  all  convenient  speed  to  this 
place,  to  take  the  oath  of  office  which  you  shall  think  proper  to  accept  of,  according  to 
the  ordinance  of  the  late  Convention,  and  likewise  to  signify  your  resignation  of  one  of 
them,  to  the  end  that  a  new  election  may  be  held. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 

To   His   Excellency   George    Clinton,    Esqr. 


km;  Pchlic  r.M'Eus  ()!•   George  Cmntun. 

their  Officer,  and  to  the  Safety  of  the  State  at  this  Post  will  admit, 
repair  to  Kin;(stou  \  take  iht-  Oaths  agreable  to  your  Request. 

My  Appointment  as  Governor,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  leaves 
the  Office  of  Lieut.  Governor  vacant;  of  Course  rendering  my 
Election  as  such  a  Nullity,  in  which  Case  a  Resignation  would 

,  come  unnecessary;  but  least  a  Ditference  of  Sentiment  shoud 
(.ccassion  any  Delay  in  ordering  a  New  Election  for  Lieut.  Gov- 

'  nm-  I  Do  hereby  resign  that  Office. 

From  the  Mctvements  of  the  Enemy  to  the  N  Ward.  &  late  Ac- 

.  ounts  by  Deserters  from  the  City  of  New  York,  we  have  the 

utmost  Reason  to  expect  the  Enemy  up  the  River  &  a  sudden 

Attempt  on  this  Post.    This  will  occassion  my  steady  Attendance 

here  untill  their  Designs  are  more  certainly  known.    I  am  with 

due  Respect  Gentlemen  &c. 

G.  C. 

T(»  the  (.'ouncil  of  Safety'. 


[No.  G23.] 
LieutcmntColond  Rcgnicrs  Congratulidions  to  George  Clinton. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency, 
Sir. 

Though  at  this  Instant,  full  and  Crouded  with  Public  Busi- 
nnesH,  you  have  hardly  time  to  think  of  Individuals,  yet,  as  one 
I  am  daring  enough,  in  particular  to  Join  my  voice,  with  the 
whole  People  of  this  Province,  of  the  Satisfaction  which  I  pre- 
<nt.  assured  of  your  being  Elected  its  Gitvernor.  My  -Toy  does 
not  tlow  from  the  <Jratitude  I  have  of  being  employd  in  the  ser- 
vice of  tlie  said  gov't;  but  in  Congratulating  your  Excellency,  I 
Congratulate  my  self,  together  with  the  Good  People  of  this 
State  for  the  Good  Choice  they  have  made  of  one,  which  Bravery, 
Courage,  Prudence.  ]»erseverance,and  Desinteredness,  is  the  Least 
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•of  your  Qualities,  and  the  only  one  fitt  to  be  their  Ruler  in  a  So 
•difficult  and  Critical  time. 

May  God  Grant  you  succe's  in  all  your  undertaking  the  Glory 
of  anihilating  your  Ennemies,  and  a  long  Life.  It  is  the  Constant 
Prayer  of 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble  and  obt.  s't, 

P.  Regnier,  Lt.  Colonel 

of  the  4th  N.  Y.  Battalion. 
White  Plains  July  12th  1777. 
His  Excellency  Governor  George  Clinton. 


[No.  624.] 
■Proceedings  of  Court  Martial  in  Captain  Ransoni's  Case,  with  a 
Recommendation  to  Pardon* 

[July  12,  1777.] 


[No.  625.] 
George  Clinton  to  Council  of  Safety. 

Fort  Montgomery  12th  July  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Since  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  the  inclosed  Letterf  was  handed 
me  under  a  second  Cover;  from  the  Direction  of  which  I  con- 
cluded it  might  relate  to  Matters  in  the  Military  Line  &  particu- 
larly to  my  Command  at  this  Post,  &  therefore  opened  it;  But  for 
the  above  Reason  I  shoud  not  have  taken  this  Liberty,  but  imme- 
diatly  transmitted  it  to  your  Honorable  House.  The  Resolve 
aluded  to  in  that  Letter,  I  presume,  must  have  been  directed  to 


*Not  found. 
tNot  found. 
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the  Couniil  as  it  has  not  come  to  me.  We  have  nothing  new 
respecting  the  Situation  or  Designs  of  the  Enemy  since  my  last. 
A  Very  few  Days  must  determine  what  their  next  Operations  are 
to  be  &  have  many  Reasons  to  believ  they  will  be  in  this  Quarter. 
I  am  with  due  Respect  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 


G.  C. 


To  the  Council  of  trafety  State  of  New  York. 


[No.  G2G.] 

Col.  Hufjhcs  Gathering  up  all  fiktops  on  the  Hudson. 

Fishkil  Landing  Saturday  afternoon. 

[July  12,  1777.] 
My  dear  General, 

I  have  sent  to  Albany  for  Sloops,  and  shall  have  all  there  is 
between  here  &  there,  that  are  not  in  public  Service,  as  we  can 
always  order  them  down. 

The  Boat  is  gone  down  and  I  hojie  she  will  please  if  she  dont, 
they  shall  build  another.  Please  to  honor  me  with  a  Line  if  you 
have  Leisure. 

I  am  D'r  General, 

your  most  obdient, 

n.  Hughes. 
The  Ilf.nble  General  Clinton. 


[No.  G27.] 
Major  Porter  Requests  Orders  as  to  the  Rations  of  Provisions  and 

Rum  He  Shall  Issue  to  the  Artifiecrs  at  Fort  Constitution. 
Honord  SV. 

I  should  be  glad  iluii  I  might  have  directions  what  Quantity 
of  Rtiui  iV:  how  innny  Rjitions  of  provision  I  am  to  order  delivered 
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each  Armourer,  smith  &  Carpenter  pr  Day  &  whether  on  working 
days  only.    There  has  been  demands  for  more  than  Common  al- 
lowance by  some,  but  I  dont  think  proper  to  order  it  without  your 
Honor's  direction. 
I  am  with  due  respect  your  Humble  Serv't, 

John  Porter  Maj'r  &  Comm'der  at 

Fort  Constition. 
July  13th  [1777]. 

To  General  Geor^re  Clinton. 


[No.  628.] 
Condition  of  Col.  Snyder's  Regiment  as  to  Small  Arms. 
A  List  of  Coll.  John's  Snyder's  Regiment  Deficient  of  Arms  & 
wants  Repaired.    Fort  Montgomery  July  14th  1777. 

of  Capt.  Clarck's  Company. 
Nathaniel  Plumpsted  No  Gun 

Daniel  Gillis  Do 

John  Allen  Do 

^jtephen  Wigens  Do 

Samuel  Coleman  wants  his  Lock  mended. 

of  Capt.  Conckline  Company. 
Robert  Aldridge  No  Gun 

Manass  No  Gun 

Jacob  Stricklin  Do 

David  Horton  Do 

William  Cope  Do 

James  Totton  Do 

James  Penne  Do 

Johnahan  Odle  wanting  A  New  Tumbler. 


no  rrui.ic  Tapkus  ok  (Jeorge  Clinton. 

William  H.-^mt  A  New  Brick  Tin 
John  Hcj;^'er  Cook  Screw 

of  Capt.  John  Gillasbey  Company. 
Carronemus  Swingil  No  Gun 
John  Hardin  No  (Jiin 
Mathew  Dolloway  wants  a  pan  Screw 
Ezechial  Van  Deraarke  a  main  Spring. 
James  Trape  a  Tumbler 
Peter  Simpson  a  Long  Screw 
Coenraedt  Crook  2  Long  Do 


[No.  G29.] 

GEORGE  CLINTON'S  NEW  RESPONSIBILITIES. 

Suinmotird  to  Kinqston  in  Attend  the  Legislature — Casting  Cannon 

Balls. 

Fort  Montgomery  14th  July  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Th<-  Quantity  of  Hard  Bread  ordered  to  this  Post  the  Commis- 
sary informs  me  is  arrived.  I  have  given  the  necessary  Directions 
for  casting  the  three  Pound  Ball  which  will  be  began  upon  thi» 
Day  &  woud  have  sooner,  only  for  want  of  a  Form  for  which  we 
were  oblidged  to  send  to  one  of  the  Furnaces  in  New  Jersey. 
Sloops  for  transjmrting  4(100  Men  to  Albany  are  also  ordered 
down  &  many  of  them  already  arrived  at  Robinson's  Landing;  the 
full  Compliment  will  be  there  by  Tomorow  Evening,  if  not  before. 
I  am  iiiforme«l  thai  llicre  are  two  Iron  12  Ib'rs  at  Fishkill.  which 
I  hav»'  tiikfu  tlif  Liberty  to  order  to  this  Post,  as  it  will  enable 
ub  U)  sjiare  a  greater  Nuiiibfr  for  Ww  Sliijiiiiii},'.  This  is  tin-  more 
necessary  as  there  are  not  more  than  Eight,  to  wit  4  9  U)'rs  &  4 
6  Ib'rs  at  Fort  Constitution  fit  to  be  taken  on  Board  the  Ships. 
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When  may  we  expect  Genl.  Washington  at  Peek's  Kill.  I  an. 
summoned  by  the  Council  of  safety  to  give  my  Attendance  at 
Kingston  on  Makers  of  Government,  but  till  the  Designs  of  th.- 
Enemy  are  more  certainly  known  &  I  can  have  his  Excellency's 
Leave,  I  cant  think  of  leaving  this  Post.  Have  you  yet  the 
Particulars,  respecting  our  Affairs  to  the  Northward;  the  Ac- 
counts we  have  here  are  so  vague  &  uncertain  we  know  not  what 
to  believe. 

I  am  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  Gen.  Putnam.] 


[No.  630.] 
Artificers  Complain  of  Reduced  Rations. 

Fort  Constitution  15th  July  1777. 
Sir, 

The  artificers  employ'd  at  this  post,  complain  heavily,  that 
their  usual  allowance  of  provision  &  Eum,  has  been  within  these 
few  Days  reduced  from  1^  lbs.  of  meat  &  Bread  to  1  lb  &  rum 
from  half  a  pint  p  man  p  Day,  to  one  Gill.  This  allowance  they 
say,  is  not  sufficent,  for  their  necessary  sustenanc,  &  requested 
of  me,  to  apply  to  the  General  in  their  Behalf;  which  request, 
will  I  hope  apologise  for  the  trouble  now  given  your,  by  your 
most  hu'e  Servant, 

Gershom  Mott,  Cap.  of  Artillery. 
P.  S.     Shou'd  be  very  glad  to  have  the  Block  Drag  Ropes  & 
Harness  speedily  as  possible.    I  have  inclosed  the  newspaper,  & 
am  much  obliged  to  you,  for  the  jjerusal  of  it. 
To  Brigadier  Genl.  G.  Clinton. 
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[No.  631.] 

SCHUYLER  NOT  TO  BLAME. 

Tnie  Heasons  for  the  Surrender  of  Ticonderoga — Schuyler's  Wisdom 

--John  iIcKrs'«»i'.<<  Uiuhjit  of  News  to  Governor  Clinton. 
Dear  General, 

General  Schuyler  by  a  Letter  to  the  Council  dated  the  14th 
Instant  at  Fort  Edward,  says  *' he  hopes  to  prevent 
the  Enemy  from  penetrating  much  farther  into  the  Country — 
That  the  Generals  have  unanimously  declared  that  if  the  Evacua- 
Ti<.n  of  Ticonderoga  was  a  reprehensible  measure,  they  only  are 
Guilty  &  that  no  order  of  General  Schuyler  for  that  purpose  was 
ever  given." 

So  far  public. 

The  forts  at  Tie  were  surrendered  because  of  the  small  Number 
of  the  Garrison.  The  Eastern  men  were  many  of  them  gone  off. 
Of  two  Regim'ts  not  a  rnan  left.  But  the  General  directs  that  the 
weakness  of  the  Garrison  &  all  the  other  Reasons  may  be  kept 
secret;  and  thinks  that  even  if  the  Evacuation  of  Ticonderoga 
was  an  unwise  measure,  it  may  be  as  well  not  to  deprecate  it  too 
much,  Lest  it  encrease  Difficulties  of  which  he  has  great  Choice. 
The  proceedings  of  a  Council  of  war  at  Tie  are  gone  to  head 
(Quarters.     But  I  suppose  will  not  become  public* 


•T'ndrr  flatc  rf  July  U,  1777  Schuyler  had  written  to  his  friend  Van  Cortlandt: 

h  your  favour  of  the  11th  inst.    The  contents  give  me  great  sat- 

i.nful  It  l8  to  labour  under  a  load  of  calumny,   I  have,   thank 

not  to  sink  under  it;   nor  shall  It  depress  uiy   spirits  or  make 

oi^e  ji.ou,ci.i  rolax  those  exertions  which  are  become  so  necessary,  to  prevent  the 

from  penetrating  much  farther  into  the  country  which  by  God's  blessing  I  hope 

r..,.      iO     do. 

•■  The  general  officers  have  unanimously  declared,   that  if  the  evacuation  of  Tycon- 

doroen  wr<»  n  r'>prfhonBlblo  measure,  they  only  are  guilty.     That  no  order  of  mine  for 

•  ver  given.    Upon  what  principles  it  was  done,  you  will  see  by  the  en- 

If  a  copy  is  taken,  It  ought  to  be    lodged    in    the    Secretary's    hands 

::  !.ot  t'l  r'iv.-  ;i  copy  or  suffer  it  to    be  seen    by  any  person,  for    fear 

•  ..  o  much  discourage  the  country.    Perhaps  it  might  bo 

iif  Tyconderoga  was  an  unwise  measure,   not  to   de- 

j:.  ,  . -Id  increase  our  difficulties,  and  God    knows    I    have    a 

(  !i><         >f  ti  '  ::  .  uud  yet  1  am  supported  by  a  presentiment,  that  wc  shall  still  have    a 

til'  r  r>    .  !.r,    •:..:■<. 

■  I  h'\<\>,ui  !!■    -  ' '-'-.w.    If  you  receive  anything  worth  communicating,  pray  let 

me  have  It     A  <•  may  be  made  of  a  favourable  account;  such  as  are  other- 

wine.  Will  ii'  \fr  il  by  me. 

"  I  Wish  n  lino  may  In-  wrote  to  our  Delegates  In  Congress,  advising  them  that  I  did 
not  order  th<  evacuation."— State  Historian. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  113 

Council  of  Safety  resolved  that  the  Legislature  be  Conveened. 
I  enclose  you  a  Copy*— A  Duplicate  of  that  prepared  for  Orange 
County.  This  measure  is  adopted  to  relieve  the  fears  of  two  of 
the  five  Gentlemen  who  signed  a  late  famous  Letter;  as  they  were 
very  apprehensive  that  the  public  would  charge  the  Council  with 
retaining  their  power  designedly,  or  unduly  protracting  it.  Major 
Tappen  &  his  Family  are  in  Health. 

I  am  most  respectfully  Dear  General, 

Your  Affectionate, 

John  McKesson. 
Kingston  July  17th  1777. 

Honorable  General  George  Clinton. 


•Not  found. 
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GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS  WITH  SCHUYLER'S  ARMY. 

He  Reports  that  Outside  of  Schuyler  and  8t  Clair  There  Is  Not  a 

General  Worth  a  Grown. 

Fort  Edward,  IGlli  July,  1777. 
Sir— I  arrived  here  yesterday  noon,  and  last  evening  had  some 
little  conversation  with  the  General*  and  others  upon  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  affairs.  They  are  far  from  being  such  as  could  be 
wished.  Genl.  Nixon's  brigade,  which  ought  to  have  consisted 
of  at  least  fifteen  hundred  men,  has  four  regiments,  the  whole  of 
which  do  not  contain  six  hundred.  In  short  not  to  enter  into 
a  tedious  detail,  two  thousand  six  hundred  Continental  troops^ 
and  two  thousand  militia,  of  which  about  one  thousand  are  from 
this  State,  make  the  whole  force  in  this  quarter.  To  the  west- 
ward, there  are  about  five  hundred.  If  the  enemy  could  follow, 
I  know  not  where  we  should  stop  as  matters  now  stand.  They 
have  only  two  old  iron  field  pieces.  They  can  get  no  more.  Gen. 
Washington  having  ordered  them  all  to  the  southern  depart- 
ment. Excepting  the  General,  and  Genl.  Sinclair,!  you  have  not 
a  General  officer  here  worth  a  crown.  Yesterday  we  had  an 
alarm,  lost  two  wagoners  taken,  and  three  horses,  the  other 
horse  killed.  This  morning  at  two  o'clock,  we  had  an  account 
that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  were  within  five  miles  of  us. 
This  appeared  highly  improbable  at  the  time;  we  have  as  yet 
had  however  no  confirmation  or  contradiction.  Fort  Aun  is 
abandoned,  and  Fort  George  will  be  so  by  to-morrow  this  time, 
if  it  be  not  sooner  taken.  Every  thing  is  moved  away  from 
this  place  as  fast  as  it  can  be,  down  to  More's  Creek,  a  post 
five  miles  from  hence,,  where  the  General  proposes  to  assemble 
his  army.     It  would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  command  the 

*See  pages  145,  and  233. 

tThis  document  is  copied  from  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety.  The  name  Sin- 
clair is  clearly  an  error;  it  is  intended  for  Arthur  St.  Clair  who  was  appointed  major 
general  Feb.  19,  1777  and  ordered  to  Ticonderoga,  AprH  first  of  that  year— State. 
Historian. 
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troops  of  this  State;  so  much  ilial  he  ofifers  to  give  two  men 
for  one.  If  the  enemy  give  us  some  time,  1  imagine  the  roads 
will  be  so  obstructed  that  with  tlie  help  of  a  few  brave  fellows 
in  the  woods  we  should  be  able  so  to  annoy  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
as  to  prevent  him  from  penetrating  far  into  the  country.  A 
body  of  troops  are  to  be  formed  to  the  eastward  of  tliis  in  order 
to  cover  the  grants  and  harass  the  rear  of  the  enemy  if  they 
come  down  Hudson's  river.  By  the  bye,  I  imagine  the  inhab- 
itants of  that  country  will  join  Burgoj-ne,  who  hath  issued  a 
proclamation  calling  them  in  to  confer  with  Colo.  Skeene.  He 
hath  issued  another  well  written  proclamation  which  hath  been 
freely  circulated.  It  is  dated  Camp  near  Ticonderoga,  from 
whi.h  circumstance,  as  well  as  from  the  matter  of  it,  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  he  expects  much  aid  from  the  tories.  Upon  the 
whole  I  think  we  shall  do  very  well;  but  this  opinion  is  founded 
merely  upon  the  barriers  which  nature  hath  raised  against  all 
access  from  the  northward.  I  just  now  mentioned  to  the  Gen- 
oral  the  calling  out  the  militia  of  Tryon;  he  says  we  may  call, 
but  we  shall  not  get  them.  This  is  by  no  means  a  comfortable 
idea. 

I  have  the  hor.our  to  be  with  great  respect,  sir.  Your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant 

Guuvr.  Morris 

One  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  alarm  this  morning,  turned  out  as  we  supposed  at  th.? 
time,  to  be  merely  the  elTects  of  timidity  in  a  consid(^rable  body 
of  troops  advanced  upon  the  road  to  Fort-Ann,  in  order  to  coun- 
ti^nance  the  reiii(»val  of  our  s((U'es  from  Lake  George.  By  let- 
ters from  his  Excellency,  we  lind  that  about  five  hundred  men, 
n*mainder  of  Nixon's  brigade  are  ordered  on,  and  also  ten  pieces 
<f  cannon.     If  we  get  our  stores  from  Lake  George,  and  accom- 
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plish  a  safe  retreat  to  this  place,  which  considering  all  circum- 
stances there  is  the  utmost  reason  to  suppose,  our  affairs  will 
wear  a  more  smiling  aspect.  I  have  this  morning  been  with  the 
General  to  the  place  he  intends  to  occupy.  One  fortnight  will, 
I  hope,  put  it  in  a  proper  posture  of  defence,  which  I  am  ex- 
tremely happy  to  inform  the  Council  is  nothing  more  than  a 
few  open  redoubts,  with  an  abbatis;  these  commanding  the 
roads  over  a  morass  on  each  side  of  the  river  and  connected 
with  two  bridges  to  a  little  island  h'ing  in  the  river  betweeii 
both  heights,  will  give  Gen.  Burgoyne  some  trouble  should  he 
attack  them,  which  I  am  in  great  hopes  he  will  not  be  in  the 
capacity  of  doing,  for  certainly  the  wilderness  now  between  us 
is  the  best  fortress.  I  am  in  great  pain  for  the  county  of 
Tryon,  which  I  am  extremely  apprehensive  will  make  a  defec- 
tion. They  are  calling  upon  the  General*  to  give  them  help,  and 
he  in  return  asking  a  reinforcement  of  two  hundred  for  Fort 
Schuyler. 

I  am,  «S:c. 

Gouvr.  Morris. 
The  Honourable  President  of  the  Council. 


*From  Saratoga,  under  date  of  July  18,   Schuyler  had  written  Van  Cortlandt: 

"I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inclose  you  two  letters  under  flying  seal  for  His  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  which  you  will  please  to  peruse,  seal  and  forward.  I  wish 
care  may  be  taken  that  the  papers  enclosed  may  not  be  mixed  so  as  to  cause  any  mis- 
takes in  putting  them  up. 

I  am  exceedingly  chagrined  at  the  pusillanimous  spirit  which  prevails  in  the  county 
of  Tryon;  I  apprehend  much  of  it  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  timidity  of  the  leading  per- 
sons in  that  quarter;  they  want  a  fillup, which  I  humbly  couc«ive  can  only  be  given  them 
by  sending  two  or  three  persons  from  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  sending  down  the  prin- 
cipal tories. 

I  have  ordered,  by  advice  of  your  committee,  all  the  cattle  and  carriages  in  front  of 
my  line  to  be  drove  in  the  rear,  and  shall  expend  all  the  forage,  if  the  enemy  give  me 
time  to  do  it. 

If  I  had  about  one  thousand  Continental  troops,  in  addition  to  those  now  above  and 
on  the  march  between  this  and  Salisbury,  I  should  venture  to  keep  only  every  third  man 
of  the  militia,  and  send  the  remainder  down." 
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[No.  G35.] 

Clinton  I  nohle  to  Advise  General  SitlUian  Where  to  Encamp  His 

Troops. 

July  17  1777.     Fort  Montgomery, 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  vours*  of  yesterday,  but  being  intirely  un- 
acquainted with  the  Situation  of  the  Troops  at  Peek's  Kill  under 
Major  Genl.  Putnam,  and  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  differ- 
ent Passes  on  that  Side  of  the  Kiver  as  I  coud  wish,  I  am  unable 
to  advise  you  where  to  encamp  j'our  Troops.  It  is  my  Opinion 
that  to  prevent  loss  of  Time  it  woud  be  most  adviseable  for  you 
to  move  down  the  York  Post  Road  with  your  Troops;  in  the  Mean 
Time  to  consult  Genls.  Putnam  &  McDougal  who  are  not  only 
well  acquainted  with  the  Ground  but  the  Posts  occupied  by  the 
Troops  already  in  that  Quarter  &  will  therefore  be  able  to  point 
out  the  most  proper  Spot  for  you  to  encamp  on.  I  am  with  much 
Esteem  D'r  Sir,  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

G.  C. 

P.  S.  On  second  Thought  I  believe  it  will  be  most  adviseable 
f(tr  y<Hir  Troops  to  continue  where  they  now  are,  'till  you  can 
consult  the  Genl.  Officers  at  Peek's  Kill,  as  perhaps  a  Post  more 
Easterly  than  where  the  above  Road  leads,  will  be  thought  best 
&  more  agreable  to  the  General  Orders  -a-  1  oing  in  the  Rear  of 
Peeks  Kill. 

[To  Gen.  Sullivan.] 


[No.  036.] 

lAeutenant  Lawrence  Wishes  to  Resign. 

Fort  Montgomery  18th  July  1777. 
1  >r;ir  Sir, 

1  am  Verry  suny  to  Inform  you  that  I  ilave  been  verry  much 
unwell  for  some  time,  and  many  Times  Renders  me  uncapable 

« 

•Not  found. 
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of  doing  any  duty,  and  I  find  if  I  Continue  in  the  service  any 
Longer  it  will  Indanger  my  health  verry  much,  and  am  verry 
well  Perswaded  that  I  am-not  able  to  undergo  the  Fatigues  of  a 
Campaign;  for  which  reason  (If  your  Honour  pleases  to  grant) 
shall  be  Verry  glad  to  resign  the  Service  and  Remain  Dear  Sir 
Your  Verry  Hum'e  Servant 

Daniel  Lawrence  2d  Lieut.  Colo.  Lewis  Dubois  Regt. 
To  the  Honourable  Geo.  Clinton  Brig.  Genl. 


[No.  637.] 

WASHINGTON  SEEKS  PROMPT  INFORMATION. 

Uneasy  because  of  Absence  of  Knowledge  of  Movement^  of  the  Enemy. 

Peeks  Kill  July  21t  1777. 

8  oClock  P.  M. 
Resp'd  Sir, 

The  Genl.  has  Just  had  an  Express  from  his  Excellency  Genl. 
Washington — he  is  verry  Uneasy  that  he  has  no  direct  Intelli- 
gence of  the  Enemy's  movements,  the  Letters  sent  you  contain 
a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Genl.  Silliman,  giving  an  account  of  a 
fleet  of  27  Sail  going  past  Fairfield,  &  some  Little  things  not 
material — the  Genl.  Requests  you  to  forward  them  to  the  Genl. 
as  soon  as  possible — the  Genl.  is  now  in  the  middle  of  the  Clove. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Respect  your  Obt.  Serv't, 

D.  Putnam. 

Inclosed  Is  a  Copy  of  Genl.  Washington  Letter  by  which  you 

will  see  how  anxious  he  is  to  have  the  news  and  where  he  is. 

I  am  &c. 

D.  P. 

Genl.  Clinton. 


Uj  Plulic  Tai-kks  tiF  (Ji:oK»;i:  ri.iNTox. 

11  Milrs  in  the  Clove  July  21  [1777]. 
D'r  Sir. 

The  Intt'lli^'t'uce  \vhieh  occaliond  us  to  advance  from  the  En- 
trance of  the  Clove,  yesterday  morning  I  find  to  be  premature^ 
and  HK-an  to  remain  here  nut  ill  I  have  your  answer — what  I  wish 
to  be  partii  iilarly  ami  certainly  Infornul  of  is.  whether  y«»n  have 
Heceivd  any  farther  accounts  from  (leul.  Silliman  or  other 
jiersons  contigious  to  the  Water,  Respecting  the  Ships  that  were 
seen  going  up  the  Sound — whether  they  have  come  to  anchor 
;ind  when — whethrr  they  have  Troops  on  Board  or  have  Landed 
any.  and  whiit  number  of  Ships  have  appeard  in  the  whole — 
you  will  I  Say.  give  me  the  most  jiarticular  Information  you  have 
obtaind  in  the  Several  Instances  by  Express.  I  shall  anxiously 
wait  for  your  answer,  and  have  no  doubt  of  Receiving  it  to  night 
— our  Situation  here  is  Distressing  and  the  Conduct  of  Genl. 
Howe  Extremely  embarrissiug. 

Yours  &.C. 

Go.  Washington. 

r.  S.   1  shall  Expect  the  earliest  and  Quickest  Intelligence  of 

everv  Important  occurrauce. 

G.  W. 

(iClll.     I'llItlMMI. 

Copy. 


[No.  (188.] 
W  ASIilXdTON'S  CONFIDENCE  IN  CLINTON. 

RnjKisis  iIj(   Cdiui'il  of  Sdfrti/  to  K.itvml  Clinton's  Auihoritji  over 

llir  Mililiti  until  lln   /.ff/islaturc  Meets. 

Hrnd  (jMjiileis  in  the  Clove,  22  July  1777. 
Gentlemen. 

I  am  infuinicd  by  (icni.  Ceo.  Clinton  that  you  have  vested  him 

with  powers  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the  Counties  of  Ulster, 
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Orange,  Dutches  and  West  Chester  untill  the  1st  of  August,  iit 
which  time  the  new  Legislature  is  summoned  to  meet. 

As  it  will  probably  be  some  time  before  the  Wheels  of  the 
new  Government  can  be  put  in  motion,  I  am  fearfull  that,  unless 
this  power  is  extended  to  a  further  time,  there  will  be  a  vacancy 
between  Genl.  Clinton's  present  Commission,  and  the  enacting 
new  laws  by  the  Legislature,  a  Circumstance  which,  at  this  tini<', 
may  prove  most  fatal  in  its  Consequences  because,  from  the 
present  appearance  of  matters,  the  Enemy  are  upon  the  point 
of  making  some  capital  move. 

I  could,  therefore,  wish,  if  it  can  be  done  with  propriety,  that 
before  your  Board  is  dissolved,  you  would  extend  this  power  of 
calling  out  the  militia  to  Genl.  Clinton  or  some  other  person, 
till  such  time  as  you  may  reasonably  expect  the  new  Legislature 
will  have  met  and  proceeded  regurlarly  to  Business. 

I  mention  '  Genl.  Clinton  or  some  other  person,'  because  as 
he  will  enter  into  his  Office  of  Governor  of  the  State  upon  the 
1st  of  August,  he  cannot  probably  attend  to  the  Business  of  the 
militia.  If  you  are  of  Opinion  that  he  can,  I  would  prefer  him 
to  any  other. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Gentlemen  your  most  obt.  Serv't, 

Geo.  Washington. 
To  the  Council  of  Safety 

State  of  New  York. 

The  within  is  a  true  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Washing- 
ton to  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New  York  compared 

by 

John  McKesson  Secry.  to  the  Council 
of  Safety  July  25th  1777. 
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[No.  643.] 

INVITED  TO  TAKE  THE  OATH  OF  OFFICE. 

The  Council  Xotifies  Gen.  Clinton  that  the  Executive  Poicers  of  the 

i<tate  are  Ready  to  he  Surrendered  to  Him. 

Kingston,  July  24th  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  an  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  21st 
Instant  to  transmit  you  a  Copy  of  their  resolution  requesting  you 
to  take  the  Oaths  of  Office  «&  enter  on  the  discharge  of  the  Duties 
of  Governor. 

The  Council  did  not  wish  to  hold  the  Reins  of  Government 
longer  than  the  safety  and  advantage  of  this  State  and  of  the 
public  Service  in  General  may  render  it  necessary. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 
General  George  Clinton. 


In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York 
Kingston  July  21st  1777. 
Whereas,  the  late  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  York  by 
their  Ordinance  of  the  8th  Day  of  May  last  did  institute  this 
Council  with  Full  Powers  to  provide  for  the  Safety  and  preserva- 
vation  of  the  State  untill  a  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  and  did 
by  the  said  Ordinance  further  Ordain  that  the  executive  Powers 
of  the  State  should  be  vested  in  the  Governor  as  soon  as  he 
should  be  chose  and  admitted  into  Office,  and  that  previous  to 
such  Admission,  such  Governor  should  appear  before  the  said 
Council  and  take  the  Oaths  in  and  by  the  said  Ordinance  pre- 
scrib"  (1. 
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And,  whereas,  Brigadier  General  George  Clinton  hath  been 
elected  to  the  Office  of  Governor  of  this  State,  and  having  been 
duly  notified  thereof  by  this  Council  hath  accepted  of  the  said 
Office. 

And,  whereas,  this  Council  do  think  themselves  justified  in 
holding  and  exercising  any  Powers  vested  in  them  longer  than  is 
absolutely  necessary,  and  it  being  evidently  the  Intention  of  the 
late  Convention  that  the  executive  Powers  of  tlie  State  should 
be  surrendered  to  the  Governor  as  soon  as  he  should  be  chosen 
and  admitted  into  Office, 

RESOLVED,  that  Brigadier  General  George  Clinton  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  most  earnestly  requested  to  appear  before  this 
Council,  take  the  Oaths  aforesaid  and  enter  upon  the  Discharge 
of  the  important  Duties  of  his  said  Office  of  Governor  of  this 
State. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Robt.  Benson,  Secry. 


[No.  644.] 

General  Clinton  Rebukes  Mr.  SchencJc  for  Supplying  Poor  Bread. 

[July  24,  1777.] 

Sir, 

You'l  see  by  the  inclosed,  that  30,000  W't  of  hard  Bread  is  to 
be  sent  from  this  Post  to  the  Army  under  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  and  that  quantity  to  be  replaced  from  Fish  Kill.  The 
9 


l;.,,  I'riM.I-      r.\n:KS    ol      <i|M|;..l.    ri.iNTON. 

Ihml  I'.r.M.l  li.iT  is  so  iini«  li  hrok.n  by  bcin^'  sent  to  this  Place 
in  Hulk.  ili;ii  ii  is  iiiiiMissiMc  witliunl  Casks  (whirh  we  have  not) 
to  transpuri  it  i..  Kainaiio^'h.  Vnu'l.  thi'ivfore  imnu'diately  send 
:;(i.(i(Mi  Wi  of  ii.iid  l'.i.-;i<l  I.I  I  his  Post  properly  put  up  in  Casks 
to  be  forwarded  aj^reabli-  to  the  witliin  Order.  In  future,  I  beg 
that  n(»  more  Hread  may  i»e  s»*nt  to  any  I'osi  under  my  Command 
in  thf  r(.ndi(i<in  the  hist  was  in — as  it  occasions  great  waste  and 
it  is  imi»ossible  to  niuov.'  withtuit  Loss  and  Damage. 

[G.  C] 

[To  Mr.  Sehenck.] 


[No.  G45.] 

(LINTON  AND   WASHINGTON. 
Tlir  funiin  inhlrrssrs  (if  tin  ( 'mil  iinni(hriii-( 'hit  f  in  R(<i<i>(l  to  Jirnnl. 
Fort   Montgomery  July  1*41  h  1777. 
8  O'clock  in  the  Evening. 
I>"r  Sir. 

I  this  moment  received  your  Excellency's  Order  of  this  Day  for 
sending  :;(».(MM)  \V"t  of  Hard  Bread  from  this  Post  to  Kings  Ferry 
to  be  trans|i(Mie(l  fr<im  thence  td  lle.id  (Quarters.  The  Hard 
IJre;id  w;is  sent  her<-  in  P.ulk  antl  by  the  Time  it  was  stored  so 
nnnh  broken  as  to  render  it  almost  unfit  to  be  used;  as  I  have  no 
empty  Gjisks  at  this  Place  to  put  it  in.  I  fear  it  would  be  im- 
[tossible  to  convey  it  to  Head  (^uarteis  but  as  the  Order  is  posi 
live.  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  direct  the  Gommissary  to  set  about 
getting  it  on  P.(i;irtl  <tf  a  vessel  ili;it  it  may  be  sent  to  Kings 
Ferry;  in  the  mean  Time  I  have  sent  a  Cojiy  of  the  Order  to  Mr. 
Kchenck  at  Fish  Kill  and  directed  him  to  send  to  this  Post  30,000 
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W't  properly  put  up  in  Casks  to  bo  forwarded  lo  Kin^s  Ferry, 
lest  it  should  be  impractable  from  the  bad  State  th-  olh.-r  is  in  to' 
transport  it  to  Head  Qrs.  If  the  Bread  ordered  f.om  .Mr.  S.lM.i.ck 
is  received  in  Time  the  broken  Bread  may  be  return.,1  f.on. 
King's  Ferry.  I  have  directed  Mr.  Schenck  to  send  no  ,nore 
Bread  in  the  Condition  he  sent  the  last  as  it  cannot  be  removed 
if  requisite,  without  great  Trouble  and  Loss. 
I  am  with  due  Respect, 

Your  most  obed.  Se't, 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 

P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  have  myself  viewed  the  Bread 
and  found  it  even  worse  than  the  Commissary  represented  it, 
nor  have  a  single  empty  Cask  to  put  it  in  and  sh'd  this  be  case 
at  Kings  Ferry  it  will  be  impossible  to  transport  it. 


NO  SUBSTITUTES  BUT  MILITIA. 

Uncertainty  as  to  the  Enemi/s  Designs-Washington  Suggests 
Calling  Out  Fifteen  Hundred  Militia. 

*Pumpton  Plains,  25th  July,  1777. 
Dear  Sir— Yours  of  yesterday  reached  me  at  this  place.  Con- 
sidering the  situation  in  which  you  say  the  hard  bread  is,  in- 
stead of  bringing  it  forward,  I  have  directed  Genl.  Sullivan's  and 
Lord  Stirling's  divisions  to  draw  three  days'provisions  each  before 
they  leave  King's  ferry.  If  any  remains  after  supplying  them  it 
may  be  sent  back  to  the  forts. 

Whether  the  enemy's  real  designs  are  southward  or  eastward, 
in  order  to  oppose  them  effectually  and  to  give  proper  support 


*From  the  Jourual  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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to  Ut'U.  ^chuyltT.  I  shall  be  oblig^ed  to  draw  off  a  considerable 
part  of  the  pri'sent  force  from  Peekskill,  and  there  can  be  no 
substitute  but  militia  under  our  present  circumstances.  I  think 
it  would  be  expedient  immediately  to  call  in  from  one  thousand 
to  fifteen  hundred  from  the  States  of  New-York  and  Connecticut; 
the  proportions  I  leave  to  be  settled  between  Genl.  Putnam  and 
yourself. 

I  do  not  apprehend  much  danger  from  the  garrison  that  is  left 
in  New-York,  but  were  the  postB  up  the  river  left  in  too  defence- 
less a  state,  it  might  be  a  temptation  for  them  to  seize  them. 

I  have  desired  Genl.  Putnam  to  make  a  demand  of  as  many 
of  the  Connecticut  militia  as  you  and  he  shall  allot  to  them. 

I  do  not  know  what  number  of  militia  are  at  present  in  ser- 
vice, but  I  do  not  mean  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  exclusive 
of  them.  That  number  altogether,  in  addition  to  the  Continental 
troops,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  suflScient. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obed.  servt. 
(li-nl.  Clinton.  Go.  Washington. 


[No.  646.] 

A  Negro  Slave  Improperly  Inlisted. 

Fort  Montgomery  24th  July  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

The  Bearer  Mr.  P.ush  tells  me  that  Lieut.  Cockins,  of  Capt. 
Woodbridge's  Comp'y,  Colo.  Swift's  Regt.  has  lately  inlisted  a 
Negro  Man  belonging  to  his  Neighbour,  one  De  Lametter,  &  has 
taken  the  Negro  off  without  his  Master's  Consent  or  Liberty. 
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Tliis  Conduct  is  biglily  reprohonsiblo  in  an  OiTu-i'v  ;is  iiKonsisi.ni 

with  every  Idea  of  Justice  and  good  Policy.    The  Owner  resentH 

the  Injury  done  him  &  has  called  upon  me  for  Justice.     I  nrii 

confident  that  informing  you  of  the  Mater  which  he  says  he  can 

prove  is  sufficient  to  procure  him  redress  &  have  therefore  refered 

him  to  you.     I  am  with  due  Respect, 

Yours  &c. 

G.  C. 
[To  Gen.  Putnam.] 


[No.  647.] 
Thomas  Machin  Asks  for  Bricks. 

New  Windsor  25th  July  1777. 
Dear  Genl., 

We  are  in  want  of  about  six  or  eight  hundred  Brick  at  this 
post;  their  is  Som  at  Fort  Constitution;  if  you  think  proper  to 
Let  the  Sloops  Com  up  from  Robinson's  Dock  and  Can  Spare 
Them,  the  May  Bring  them  without  Loss  of  Time. 

I  am  Dear  Sir  your  Most  obedient  and  very  Hum'e  Serv't, 

Thos.  Machin. 
Genl.  Clinton. 


[No.  648.] 

Clinton,  as  Governor,  to  he  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia,  Under 

the  Constitution. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Council  of  Safety  a  few  days  ago  made  a  Resolution*  re- 
questing you  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Office  as  Governor,  which  you 
will  receive  by  this  Conveyance  in  a  Letter  from  the  president. 

•  See  page  128. 


11)4  Ti  i-.i.ir  r\ri:i:s  oi-  (Jkouof.  Clinton. 

Th.-v  liMV.'  siller  if.rivcd  a  Lcltrr  fnuii  (Ji-iinal  W 'asirnigtoii,* 
Copv  whtivuf,  with  a  Copy  of  the  answer  from  the  Council,  are 
directed  to  be  transmitted  to  you. 

1  am  iiifoiiued  that  this  luorninj;  in  Council  &  before  the 
draft  of  the  answer  of  the  Council  was  reported,  the  master  of 
your  old  Colleague  Was  Dictator  of  the  Substance  of  some  Letter 
whi(  h  Major  Tappen  was  desired  to  write  to  you,  informing 
you  of  General  Washington's  request,  which  (in  the  opinion  of 
the  Council)  must  have  arisen  from  his  Inattention  to,  or  his 
not  knowing  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  when  sworn  in  oflBce, 
will  ex  Ofiicio  command  the  whole  militia  of  the  State.  In 
ordrr,  I  suppose,  that  the  whole  might  operate  in  aid  of  the 
Council's  last  resolution,  which  one  of  the  Members  intimated 
when  it  passed,  was  at  best,  but  an  ungenteel  ill  timed  word  of 
Superarogation. 

The  task  seems  this  Evening  to  be  an  ungracious  one  to  Major 
Tappen;  he  declines  it,  &  it  would  be  unnecessary  in  addition  to 
their  answer  to  Genl.  Washington. 

My  best  Comp'ts  wait  on  Mrs.  Clinton  &  Family. 
I  am  D'r  Sir  your  affectionate, 

John  McKesson.     July  25th  9  o'Clock  T.  M. 
Governor  Clinton. 


•See  pages  122-123. 
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[No.  650.] 
POWERS  OF  THE  GOVERNOR. 

The  Council  of  Safety  Notifies  Oeneral  Washington  of  General  Clin- 
ton's Increased  Authority  and  Thanks  Him  for  the  Attention  He 
has  Shoicn  the  State. 

Kingston  July  2oth  1777. 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  22d  Instant*  has  been  received 
&  laid  before  the  Council. 

As  the  Constitution  of  this  State  hath  committed  the  sole 
direction  of  the  Militia  to  the  Governor,  and  as  Brigadier  General 
George  Clinton  hath  been  elected  to  that  Office,  the  Council  are 
of  Opinion  that  any  Resolutions  for  granting  him  Authority  to 
command  the  Militia  of  four  Counties,  when  the  Nature  of  his 
Office  subjects  the  Militia  of  the  whole  State  to  his  Orders  would 
be  unnecessary.  And  altho'  the  complete  organization  of  the 
Government  may  be  a  work  of  some  Time,  yet  the  power  of 
calling  forth  Iho  Militia  being  vested  in  the  Governor,  independ- 
ent not  only  of  the  Legislature,  but  of  every  other  Officer  of 
Government,  General  Clinton  will  acquire  full  authority  on  hiu 
admission  into  Office  to  exercise  that  power. 

The  Council  have  by  Letter  desired  General  Clin- 

Dissentient       ton  to  appear  before  them  &  take  the  Oaths  of 

Genl.  Scott  &   Office,  &  they  expect  he  will  immediately  Comply 

Maj'r  Tappen.    with  this  request  as  they  are  not  informed  of  any 

reasons  at  present  which  should  detain  him. 

The  Council  flatter  themselves  that  these  reasons  will  have 
equal  weight  with  your  Excellency,  especially  when  it  is  Con- 
sidered, that  by  virtue  of  the  Powers  granted  to  the  Council  of 


*  See  pages  122-123. 
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Safety,  they  do  not  conceive  themselves  authorized  to  do  any 
Acts,  not  strictly  consistant  with  the  Design  of  their  Appoint- 
ment, and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  On  the  Governor's  ad- 
mission  to  OflSce  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  State  are  to  be 
surrendered  by  the  Council  to  him,  and  of  Consequence  they  can 
neither  alter  the  Nature  of  those  powers  or  place  them  in  any 
other  hands.     Genl.  Scott  dissents. 

The  Council  are  much  obliged  by  your  Excellency's  regard  to 
the  Interest  and  wellfare  of  this  State,  and  beg  Leave  to  assure 
you,  that  they  will  omit  no  opportunities  of  evincing  the  Sense 
they  entertain  of  the  important  Services  you  have  rendered  to 
America  in  general,  and  the  many  Instances  of  Attention  shewn 
to  this  State  in  particular. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect  &  Esteem 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  &  humble  Servant, 
By  Order.  Pierre  V.  Cortlandt,  Presid't. 

A  true  Copy. 

John  McKesson  Secry. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MANUSCRIPT  VOL.   III. 


[No.  651.] 
CLINTON  AS  GOVEENOR  AND  SOLDIER. 
He  Proposes  to  Reinforce  the  Defences  of  the  HighUnds—Neces 
sary  for  Him  to  Leave  the  Army  m  Order  to  Take  the  Office  of 
Governor. 

Fort  Montgomery  July  26"  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

On  the  last  of  this  Month  the  two  Militia  Regiments  now  sta- 
tioned at  this  Post  Commanded  by  Colos.  Pawling  &  Snyder  the 
Time  for  which  they  engaged  in  Service  then  expiring  will  return 
Home,  And  the  Garrison  of  Course  reduced  to  Colo.  Duboys'  Refii- 
meut  only,  now  consisting  of  no  more  than  two  hundred  &  f(iriy 
one  Privates  present  fit  for  Duty,  which  with  the  Detachm't 
under  Colo. Miggs will  be  the  onlyForcewe  shall  then  have  in  this 
Quarter  unless  a  Reinforcem't  be  ordered  to  supply  their  Place— 
which  to  me  seems  so  essentially  necessary  that  I  thought  it  my 
Duty  to  give  you  this  early  Notice  that  you  might  be  able  to  ar- 
range matters  accordingly.  It  is  sometime  past  since  I  have  been 
summoned  by  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State  to  attend  at 
Kingston  to  take  upon  me  the  Government,  and  as  by  a  late  Re- 
solve of  theirs  for  convening  the  Legislature  by  the  lirst  of 
August  my  attendance  will  be  absolutely  necessary.  I  iti'ujMisc, 
therefore,  with  your  Consent  to  set  out  for  that  Place  on  M(iii(l;iy 
next  which  can  only  afford  me  a  Da^'  or  two  there  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Representatives. 

When  I  saw  General  Washington  the  last  week  at  Head  Qrs.,  I 
mentioned  this  to  him  but  as  itwas  supposed  theEuemy were  then 
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moving  up  the  River  it  was  his  wish  I  should  continue  here  a  few 
Days  till  their  Designs  were  most  fully  known  nor  could  I  (in  that 
Situation  of  affairs)  think  of  leaving  the  Post  upon  any  Considera- 
tion. But  as  there  seems  to  be  no  great  Prospect  of  a  sudden  at- 
tempt against  this  Quarter  I  must  ask  your  Leave  of  absence  for 
an  unlimited  Time  as  it  is  impossible  to  determine  when,  if  ever, 
I  shall  be  able  to  return  to  Military  Service.  As  this  Post  with 
other  Fortresses  in  the  Highlands  are,  by  your  Instruction,  put 
under  your  Command  I  conceive  this  Application  to  you  most 
proper  otherwise  I  should  have  wrote  to  his  Excellency  and  Con- 
gress on  the  occasion. 

I  am  D'r  Sir, 

[G.  C] 

[To  Genl.  Putnam.] 

George  Clinton  Reports  to  Washington. 

Fort  Montgomery  July  26"  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

When  1  had  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  your  Excellency  at  Rama- 
pogh  I  mentioned  that  the  Terms  for  which  the  two  Militia  Regi- 
ments stationed  at  this  Post  were  engaged  in  Service  expired  the 
last  of  this  month  at  which  Time  unless  a  Reinforcem't  is  sent 
here  by  Genl.  Putnam  the  whole  Strenghth  we  shall  have  at  this 
important  station  will  be  Colo.  Duboys'  Regiment  two  Com- 
panies of  Artillery  and  a  Detachment  of  ab't  150  Continental 
Troops  under  Lieut.  Colo.  Miggs,  I  have  this  Day  wrote  to  Genl. 
Putnam  on  the  Subject  that  he  may  so  order  matters  as  to  fur- 
nish a  Reinforcement  if  he  should  judge  it  expedient.  I  have  had 
a  second  Call  to  attend  at  Kingston  and  take  the  Oath  of  Office 
in  Conscfiinncc  of  my  late  Appointment,  and  as  the  new  Legis- 
latuiM-  of  III.-  Stale  an*  to  inert  on  ilie  first  of  August  it  will  be 
necessary  that  I  .sh'd  leave  this  so  as  to  [be]  there  a  Day  or  two 
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before  their  Meeting.  This  I  have  also  mentioned  to  Geul.  Putnam 
&  requested  leave  of  absence  for  an  unlimited  Time  as  the  Affairs 
of  Government  render  it  uncertain  whether  I  shall  be  able  dur 
ing  the  present  Campaign  to  return  to  the  Command  at  this  Post. 
It  is  with  a  Degree  of  Pain  that  I  am  under  a  Necessity  of  ask- 
ing Permission  at  this  Time  to  quit  the  present  Service  es- 
pecially as  the  Designs  of  the  Enemy  are  not  fully  known  & 
sho'd  the  Business  of  my  new  appointm't  admit  of  it,  I  will  most 
chearfully  return  to  the  army  until  the  Fate  of  the  present  Cam- 
paign is  determined. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  652.] 
Delay  in  Delivering  Bread. 

Peeks  Kill  July  26  1777. 
Sir, 

I  forwarded  an  Order  from  Head  Qrs.  at  Ramepouh  the  24th 

Inst,  to  Fort  Montgomery  from  his  Excel'y  Gen.  Washington  for 

Thirty  thousand  weight  of  Hard  Bread  to  be  sent  to  Kings  Ferry 

where  Teams  were  Ordered  to  be  ready  to  take  it  on  to  the  Army, 

then  at  that  Place.     I  learn  to  day  by  Mr.    Paulding  that    the 

Bread  is  not  in  Cask  &  that  it  is  likely  some  time  will  be  spent 

in  procureing  Cask  to  forward  it  in.    I  have  therefore  to  requi'st 

you  will  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  when  the  Bread  or  part  of 

it  will  be  at  Kings  Ferry  and  also  to  give  me  your  advice  about 

forwarding  it  now  the  Army  is  Marched  to  the  Southward. 

I  am  very  respectfully 

Your  most  Obedient  H  S't, 

Jere'h  Wadsworth. 

General  Clinton. 
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[No.  053.]    , 

BURGOYNE  S  ADVANCE. 

Proposition  to  Reinforce    General   Schuyler— Clinton's  Reasons 
for  t/i'    Refusal  of  Militia  to  Go  to  the  FrorU. 

[July  31,  1777.] 
<  u'lillfiMcn. 

1  liavi'  pt'iiiscd  I  lie  suiuliy  TvOtlors  from  Genl.  Schuyler  and 
other  Papers,  Copies  of  which  by  an  Order  of  your  House  of  yes- 
terday were  to  be  delivered  to  nie  by  your  Secretary.  Our  Public 
AITair.s  in  tlu'  Northern  Departmeut  are  in  a  Situation  that  d;^- 
luauds  parlicnlar  attention  and  the  utmost  Exertions  of  Military 
Force  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from  pursuing  their  late  advantages 
and  penetrating  farther  into  this  State.  And  I  should  be  happy 
were  it  in  my  Power  to  order  out  a  Reinforcement  of  Militia  equal 
to  General  Schuyler's  Expectations. 

Ily  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington's  Letter*  to  me  dated  the 
25  July  In't  (a  Copy  of  which  will  be  herewith  delivered)  you  will 
observe  tiial  Ik-  mentions  the  Expediency  of  immediately  calling 
out  from  the  tr=iales  of  Connecticut  and  New  York  from  one  thou- 
sand to  1 .")(!()  of  the  Militia  to  occupy  the  Posts  &  reinforce  Gar- 
risons in  liiL'  lli^^hlands;  this  Number  with  the  Continental 
Troops  which  will  be  left  there  after  giving  a  proper  Support  to 
Genl.  Schuyler  will  in  his  Excellency's  Opinion  be  sufiQcient. 

Till. i'loimii  i. Ill  to  he  I'lnnislicd  by  this  State  is  500  and  it  shall 
be  niy  lirsi  business  to  issue  the  necessary  Orders  for  march'g 
thi'in  to  till'  respe<  live  stations  for  which  they  are  intended. 

1  am  iH'vcit  lielcss  ajijii  rliciisi\  «•  ilial  I  shall  liiid  it  extremely 
dillirull  to  eonijiKal  even  this  small  Number.  The  Continental 
I'ay  and  Rations  being  far  below  the  wages  given  for  ordinary 

*Sce  page  131. 
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Labor  the  Difference  becomes  a  Tax  rendered  by  iieisonal  Ser- 
vice and  as  the  Train  Band  List  from  the  Exemptions  arising 
from  Age  Office  &  other  Causes  consists  chiefly  of  tlie  Middling 
&  lower  Class  of  People  this  extraordinary  Tax  is  alt.^gether 
paid  by  them. 

Add  to  this  that  unless  a  proportionate  Number  is  called  out 
of  each  County  which  in  most  Cases  is  inexpedient  the  County 
affording  the  most  Men  is  upon  the  same  Principle  charged  with 
a  Tax  to  which  the  other  Parts  of  the  Community  do  not  con- 
tribute. 

These  Reasons  are  so  clear  as  to  be  generally  understood  and 
complained  of  by  the  Militia  and  unless  those  exercising  the 
Legislative  Power  of  the  State  shall  in  their  Wisdom  <ievise  some 
Plan  in  which  those  Inconveniencesi  will  be  obviated  and  the 
Militia  Duty  become  more  equal  I  am  extremely  apprehensive 
that  any  Orders  for  calling  Detachments  to  the  Field  for  a  lim- 
ited Time  will  not  hereafter  be  so  duly  obeyed  as  the  Nature  of 
Military  Command  and  the  good  of  the  service  absolutely  re- 
quires.   It  wo'd  be  needless  to  observe  to  you,  Gentlemen,  that 
tho  my  Office  as  Governor  gives  me  the  Command  of  the  Militia 
I  am  not  vested  with  authority  to  promise  even  the  ordinary  Con- 
tinental Pay  and  subsistance  to  any  greater  Number  of  Men  than 
those  required  of  me  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
whose  Requisition  entitles  those  who  are  called  into  actual  Ser 
vice  in  Consequence  thereof  to  a  Compensation  from  (lie  Contin- 
ent at  large. 
I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Council  of  Safety.] 
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[No.  654.] 
PREPARING  TO  RESIST  BURGOYNE. 
Danger  to  Fort  Schuyler — John  Jay  and  Gouverneur  Morris  Consult 

icith    Washington    Rclatire   to    the   Military   Situation   in   New 

York. 
Dear  General, 

I  enclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter*  from  General  Schuyler  to  the 
Council  of  Safety.  The  Council  have  sent  Extracts  of  it,  (to  witt, 
the  whole  of  the  Letter  except  such  parts  of  it  as  I  have  marked 
in  this  Copy)  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  and  to  the  respec- 
tive presidents  of  Massachusetts  &  N.  Hampshire  and  have  also 
sent  similar  extracts  of  it  to  Genl.  Washington  and  the  Delegates 
of  this  State  and  wrote  to  each  on  the  subject  of  Reinforce- 
ments. Copies  of  all  these  I  would  wish  to  send  you,  but  Copies 
of  the  whole  are  ready  for  the  Delegates  &  sent  to  General  Schuy- 
ler, &  I  have  slept  but  little  since  I  arrose  on  Sunday  morning. 


•Schuyler's  letter  reads:  "Moses  creek,  4  miles  below  Fort  Edward,  July  24th.  1777: 

Sir— It  Is  with  great  pain  that  I  am  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  advising  you 
that  our  affairs  in  this  quarter  daily  put  on  a  more  gloomy  aspect.  It  was  evident  that, 
if  we  had  not  consented  to  suffer  part  of  the  militia  to  return  to  their  habitations,  in  all 
probability  we  should  lose  the  whole.  It  was  therefore  resolved  in  full  council  of  gen- 
eral officers,  that  half  should  be  permitted  to  leave  us,  provided  the  others  would  remain 
three  weeks.  These  conditions  were  accepted  by  them,  and  one  thousand  and  forty-six 
officers  Included,  of  the  miliUa  of  this  State,  remained;  but  not  above  three  hundred  out 
of  twelve  of  those  from  the  county  of  Berksire  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  out  of 
about  Ave  hundred  from  the  county  of  Hampshire  In  the  same  State,  only  twenty-nine 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  thirty-four  privates  are  left,  the  re- 
mainder having  Infamously  deserted;  and  out  of  one  hundred  from  Connecticut,  who 
had.  like  those  from  Hampshire,  just  arrived  here,  very  few,  if  any,  remain;  and  part 
of  that  half  which  remained  from  this  State,  so  that  we  have  not  now  above  thirteen 
hundred  militia  on  the  ground.  I  wish  we  had  the  most  distant  prospect  to  detain  one- 
half  of  these  above  five  or  six  days.  Our  Continental  force  is  between  twenty-seven  and 
twenty-eight  hundred:  with  this  small  body  we  have  to  encounter  a  much  more  numer- 
ous body  of  the  enemy,  well  appointed,  flushed  with  success,  and  daily  increasing  by 
the  acquisition  of  torles. 

Happy  I  should  still  be.  In  some  degree,  If  I  could  closo  the  melancholy  tale  here; 
but  every  letter  I  receive  from  the  County  of  Tryon,  advises  me  that  the  Inhabitants  of 
It  will  lay  down  their  arms,  unless  I  support  them  with  Continental  troops.  From  what 
1  have  said,  you  will  see  the  Impossibility  of  my  complying  with  their  request.  The 
district  of  Scbohary  has  also  pointedly  Intimated,  that  unless  Continental  troops  are 
sent  them,  they  will  also  submit  to  the  enerny.  Should  It  be  asked  what  line  of  conduct 
I  mean  to  bold  amldat  this  variety  of  difficulties  and  distress?  I  would  answer  to  dispute 
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Mr.  Morris  is  returned  from  General  Schuyler.  Hu  has  told 
the  Council  that  Burgoyne  has  undoubtedly  ten  thousand  nien 
and  that  three  thousand  of  them  are  gone  from  Tyconderoga  & 
are  on  their  way  against  Fort  Stanwix.  But,  Sir,  this  has  only 
been  communicated  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Fort  Stanwix*  or  Schuyler,  I  fear  will  fall  &  Tryon  County  with 
it. 

Mr.  Jay  &  Mr.  Morris  are  by  the  Council  appointed  "  to  repair 
to  head  Quarters  &  confer  with  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington 
about  the  State  of  the  northern  army,  the  means  of  reinforcing 

every  inch  of  ground  with  General  Burgoyne,  and  retard  his  descent  into  the  country  as 
long  as  possible,  without  the  least  hopes  of  being  able  to  prevent  it  ultimately,  unless  I 
am  reinforced  from  General  Washington,  or  by  a  respectable  body  of  tho  militia.  The 
former  I  am  advised  I  am  not  to  have,  and  whence  to  procure  the  latter,  I  know  not.  I 
have  written  to  the  eastern  States,  but  do  not  expect  timely  succours  from  thence.  I 
must  therefore  look  up  to  you;  but  though  I  am  under  the  fullest  conviction  that  you 
will  readily  afford  me  every  aid  in  your  power,  yet  I  fear  it  cannot  be  much. 

"In  this  situation  you  will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  observe,  that  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  ought  to  press  General  Washington  for  an  immediate  reinforcement  of  at 
least  fifteen  hundred  good  Continental  troops.  Those  from  our  own  state  if  possible,  if 
not,  from  any  of  the  southern  colonies;  one  thousand  to  reinforce  me,  and  the  remain- 
der to  be  sent  into  Tryon  county. 

That  the  most  immediate  and  pressing  application  should  be  made  by  you  to  the  east- 
em  States,  (Connecticut  in  particular,  from  which  we  have  not  had  above  one  hun- 
dred,) for  a  respectable  body  of  militia;  that  part  of  what  militia  may  come  from  thence, 
be  also  sent  in  to  Tryon  county,  and  part  here;  that  the  greatest  number  possible  of  the 
militia  of  this  State  should  be  sent  both  ways,  and  that  it  should  be,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  recommended  to  the  gentlemen  of  easy  fortune  to  turn  out. 

It  is  not  only  mortifying,  but  extremely  discouraging  to  the  lower  class,  and  preju- 
dicial to  the  public,  to  see  so  few  men  of  note  step  forth  when  their  country  is  in 
danger. 

I  may  seem  to  labour  under  ideal  apprehensions;  I  believe  they  are  not  so.  They  are 
founded  on  a  reflection  that  if  General  Burgoyne  can  penetrate  to  Albany,  the  force 
which  is  certainly  coming  by  way  of  Oswego  will  find  no  difficulty  in  reaching  the 
Mohawk  river;  and  that  being  arrived  there,  they  will  be  Joined  not  by  tories  only,  but 
by  every  person  that  finds  himself  capable  of  removing  and  wishes  to  make  his  peace  with 
the  enemy,  and  by  the  whole  body  of  the  Six  Nations.  These,  forming  a  Junction  with 
Burgoyne  at  Albany,  whilst  General  Howe  presses  up  the  river,  it  will  either  put  Gen- 
eral Washington  between  two  fires,  cr  drive  him  to  the  necessity  of  filing  oft  into  New 
England.  These,  sir,  are  my  conjectures;  I  sincerely  wish  they  may  never  be  realized, 
although  I  can  not  think  they  are  ill-founded.  I  have  thus  ventured  freely  to  give  my 
sentiments.  I  hope  they  will  not  be  thought  to  arise  from  a  principle  which  would  dis- 
grace a  soldier,  I  assure  you  they  do  not;  and  I  hope  my  countrymen  will  never  have 
occasion  to  blush  for  me,  whatever  may  be  the  event  of  the  campaign."— From  the 
Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

*  Fort  Schuyler  was  invested  by  St  Leger  with  a  larga  force  of  Canadians  and 
Indians  August  3,  1777.    See  Volume  I  page  140  et  seq.— State  Historian. 
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it,  and  all  such  otbi-r  mailers  as  respect  llie  Defease  of  this  State 
— And  to  represent  to  bis  Excellency  the  necessity  of  providing 
Garrisons  for  the  Forts  in  the  Ilijjh  Lands,  as  the  Term  for  which 
ihe  miliiia  now  Stationed  thei-e,  are  enyaj^ed,  will  soon  expire."* 

These  Gentlemen  are  expected  to  sett  out  Six  or  eight  hours 
hence.    Won't  they  call  to  visit  their  Governor? 

I  8uppo.se  I  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  to  see  you  at  Kings- 
ton. My  best  comp'ts  to  Mrs.  Clinton  &  the  Ladies  of  the  Family. 
I  am  your  alTectionate 

John  McKesson.  1  o'Clock  A.  M.  July  29th. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  655.] 

Council  of  Safety  Grants  Continental  Pay  an\d  Rations  to  Such 

Militia  as  Govci-nor  Clinton  Shall  Call  Out. 

In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

Kingston  July  31st  1777. 

WliEKEAS  the  Honorable  the  Congress,  his  Excellency  Gen- 

erel  Washington,  &  the  Hon'ble  major  General  Schuyler  have 

made  rcipiisitions  from  the  militia  of  this  State  to  reinforce  the 

Army  on  the  Northern  frontier  &  the  Garrisons  of  the  Fortresses 

in  I  he  Highlands. 

RESOLVED,  that  Continental  jtay  &  rations  be  advanced  on 

behalf  of  tlic  ("out incut,  to  all  such  militia  as  his  Excellency  the 

Goveinor  shall   iliinU  piojier  1o  call  out   in   Consequence  of  the 

above  requisitions. 

Exlrart  from  thf  minutes. 

John  McKesson  Secry. 

•GcntTal  St.  Clair,  who  had  abandoned  Tlcondtroga  July  6,  1777,  joined  Gen.  Schuy- 
ler July  j:».;it  y«n  Kdward.  fnmi  whl>  h  plai  c  Ihc  American  forces  retired,  crossing  the 
HudJion  RIvcr  at  Saratoga,  falling  back  to  Stillwater.  On  this  day,  July  29,  Burgoyne 
reached  the  Pludaoo  Rivor.— Statb  Historian. 
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[No.  ()o6.] 

Haverstraw  Disturbed  Over  Its  Exposed  ConditUm. 

In  Committie  Haverstraw  Precinct  Auu't  1  1777 
Sir,  b       ^•««. 

We  take  the  Freedom  to  Aquaint  you  that  a  Number  of  Ihc 

Inhabitants  along  the  River  are  in  the  Utmost  distress  upon  the 

Termination  of  the  time  of  the  Service  of  the  malitia  by  your 

Order,  And  in  this  Dilemia  (the  Enemy  well  knowing  the  time 

of  the  Expiration)  we  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Request  by  an 

Order  to  Coll.  Isaac  Sherwood,  in  the  abstance  of  Coll.  Hay, 

that  one  third  part  of  the  malitia  Continue  to  keep  Guard,  upon 

a  promise  that  Continental  pay  and  Rations  be  allow'd  until 

your  further  order  and  Directions;  we,  therefore,  pray  that  your 

Excelency  will  do  and  Order  for  us  in  behalf  of  the  Complainants 

and  all  the  Inhabitants  in  this  part  of  the  County  as  you  in  your 

Wisdom  may  think  necessary,  we  are  Sir  your  very  hum'e  Serv'ts, 

P  Order  of  the  Committie 

David  Pye,  Clk. 
To  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  657.] 
CONNECTICUT  QUICKLY  RESPONDS. 

Governor  Trumhiill  Notifies  Gen.  SclmyUr  that  1,J,00  Troops  were 
in  Alhamj  and  that  All  of  the  Nutmeg  State  Militia  ivere  Ready 
to  March  at  a  MomenVs  Notice. 

(Copy) 

Lebanon,  1st  August  1777. 
Sir, 

Last  Evening  at  9  oclock  I  received  from  Kingston,  an  Extract 
of  yonr  Letter  of  the  24th  Ulto.  to  the  President  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  of  New  York,  with  a  Letter  from  him  requesting  the 
aid  of  Militia  from  this  State;  eight  oClock  this  morning  I  re- 
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ceived  yours  of  the  24th  Ulto.,  mine  of  the  26th  had  not  come 
to  your  Hands  when  you  wrote  the  27th;  to  that  you  will  please 
to  turn.  The  Express  went  forward  with  my  Request  to  his 
Excellency  Genl.  Washington  the  same  Day  and  is  not  yet  re- 
turned. The  28th,  I  received  a  Requisition  from  Major  General 
Putnam  at  Peek's  Kill  in  consequence  of  Orders  from  General 
Washington,  for  five  Hundred  Militia  to  join  him,  assigning  the 
march  of  General  Washington's  Army  for  Philadelphia  as  a 
Reason  of  this  Demand;  Orders  have  been  given  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Silliman  accordingly;  I  have  pressed  General  Washington 
in  a  I-etter  of  the  28th  Ulto.,  to  send  you  three  or  four  thousand 
continental  Troops,  which  might  be  suddenly  thrown  up  to  your 
Quarter  to  prevent  the  Career  of  the  Enemy;  this  I  did  knowing 
such  Troops  much  easier  got  on  the  Ground  and  better  for  the 
Service,  I  find  Major  General  Lincoln  and  Brigadier  General 
Glover  with  fourteen  hundred  Troops  were  arrived  at  Albany, 
the  28th,  unknown  to  you  when  you  wrote  on  the  27th.  I  have 
put  our  whole  Militia*  in  the  best  Posture  of  Defence,  and  one 
fourth  Part  of  them  to  be  in  Readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest 
Notice.  I  hoped  for  the  Return  of  my  Express  before  this,  and 
apprehend  it  necessary  to  wait  for  General  Washington's  answer, 

•Whereas  It  hath  pleased  Almighty  God,  for  the  trial  of  our  virtue  and  the  punlah- 
meDt  of  our  maDlIold  otTcnscs  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  enemy's  arms  against  this 
State,  and  hath  thereby  not  only  called  on  us  to  repent  sincerely  of  our  sins  but  man- 
fully to  maintain  those  inestimable  privileges  which  he  hath  graciously  been  pleased  to 
bestow,  arid  will,  as  we  firmly  hope  mercifully  contlruo  to  us,  If  we  are  not  wanting  to 
ourselves:  And  whereas  It  hath  been  represented  to  this  Council  that  many  able  bodied 
men  withdrew  themselves  from  the  service  of  their  country  under  the  exemption  grant 
by  the  militia  law  and  refuse  to  contribute  any  thing  to  the  expense  of  such  as  go  Into 
sctual  service:     Therefore 

licsolvid.  That  upon  any  future  drafts  from  the  mlUtia.  all  persons  below  the  age  of 
sixty  years  as  well  as  such  as  are  exempt  by  office  or  profession  as  otherwise;  and  all 
who  have  heretofore  borne  commissions,  (except  such  as  are  hereafter  excepted)  shall 
be  forthwith  enrolkd  with  the  captains  of  the  company  In  whose  beat  they  reside;  and 
that  previous  to  such  draft,  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  to  which  such  exempts  belong, 
shall  chose  two  subatajitial  freeholders  out  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  said  regi- 
ment; who.  In  case  of  any  disagreement,  may  choose  a  third,  to  be  assessor  of  the  said 
regiment;   which   said  assessors  having  taken  an  oath  before  the  officers  commanding 
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if  he  has  sent  continental  Troops  to  you,  he  will  expect  me  to 
fulfill  my  Undertaking  with  him.  I  am  with  Esteem  &  Regard 
Sir 

Your  obed't  humble  Servant 

Jon'n  Trumbull.' 
Major  General  Schuyler. 


[No.  658.] 

Governor  Clinton  Orders  Col.  Graham  to  Reinforce  Gen.  Schuyler  at 

Albany. 

Kingston  Aug't  1"  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Operations  of  the  Enemy  against  this  State  to  the  North- 
ward as  well  as  the  exposed  situation  of  the  southern  Counties, 


the  regiment  to  act  with  justice  and  impartiality  shall  before  any  draft  made,  assess  the 
said  exempts  for  their  personal  service  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  that  personal  ser- 
vice and  their  estates.  Provided  that  such  assessment  shall  not  exceed  ten  dollars  for 
every  month  for  which  such  militia  shall  be  drafted,  nor  less  than  one  dollar  per  month; 
which  money  so  assessed  shall,  if  unpaid  after  notice  given  be  levied  in  like  manner  as 
the  fines  of  each  regiment  are,  and  given  as  a  bounty  to  such  of  the  regiment  as  enter 
Into  the  service  for  the  time  for  which  such  draft  is  ordered  to  be  made. 

Provided  nevertheless,  if  any  exempt  shall  prefer  standing  his  right  to  paying  the 
mim  assessed,  it  shall  be  at  his  option  so  to  do,  and  in  case  of  his  being  drafted,  be 
shall  go  into  actual  service  or  find  a  person  to  serve  in  his  stead. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolution  shall  not  extend  to  such  persons  as  shall  have 
procured  a  soldier  to  enlist  in  either  of  the  Continental  battalions  directed  to  be  raised 
in  this  State  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  the  late  Convention,  of  the  third  day  of 
April  last,  or  the  several  resolutions  of  this  Council  containing  the  same,  nor  to  mem- 
ers  of  the  Legislature  or  their  necessary  officers,  nor  to  judges,  justices  and  the  sherifTa 
who  have  qualified  under  the  present  constitution,  nor  to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  nor  to 
the  chairman  and  two  members  of  the  county  committee  to  be  chosen  either  by  vote 
of  the  said  committee  or  by  lot,  nor  to  the  chairman  and  two  members  of  every  precinct 
or  district  committee  to  be  chosen  in  like  manner,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to  act  In 
case  the  other  members  of  such  committee  should  be  drafted  in  like  manner  as  if  they 
were  the  majority  of  such  committee,  nor  to  injlrm  men  whose  estates  do  not  exceed 
the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds,  to  be  determined  by  the  said  assessors. 

It  is  nevertheless  earnestly  recommended  to  all  those  who  are  by  their  civil  appoint- 
ments prevented  from  rendering  personal  services  in  a  military  line,  to  encourage  the 
draft  by  generous  contributions  in  like  manner  as  if  they  had  been  actually  assessed. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  shall  continue  in  force  until  twenty  days  after 
the  meeting  of  the  future  Legislature,  unless  sooner  repealed. — From  the  Journal  of 
the  Council  of  Safety.  July  31,  1777. 

♦From  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  Washington  the  same  day  wrote  to  General  I*utnam: 

I  have  this  moment  received  intelligence  by  express,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  yesterday 
morning  about  eight  o'clock  sailed  out  of  the  Capes  in  an  eastern  course.  This  surpris- 
ing event  gives  me  the  greatest  anxiety,  and,  unless  every  possible  exertion  Is  made. 
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renders  it  expedient  to  call  into  actual  Service  a  very  consider- 
able Proportion  cf  the  Militia.     In  the  Classing:  of  the  different 
Regiments  for  these  Services,  the  Regiments  commanded  by  your- 
self &  Colos.  Freer,  I'mphrey  &  Sutherland  are  to  furnish  340 
Men.  in.lmling  non  Commissioned  Officers  &  Privates,  properly 
Officered  armed  and  accoutred,  as  you'l  see  by  the  within  Order, 
and  you  being  appointed  to  take  the  Command  of  this  Detach- 
ment with  180  Men  from  Colo.  Snyder's  &  Pawling's  Regt.,  1 
desire  that  you  will  immediately  upon  the  Receipt  hereof  forward 
to  the  respective  Colos.  of  the  other  Regiments  who  are  to  fur- 
nish   Men    towards   this    Detachment   from    Dutchess,    one    of 
the  inclosed  Resolutions  &  Orders,  and  you  will  exert  yourself 
with  all  possible  Expedition  and  march  them  to  the  City  of 
Albany— there  puting  yourself  under  the  Command  of  his  Honor, 
Major  General  Schuyler.      Major  Cantine  with  a    Detachment 
fn.iii  Colos.  ra\vliii<;-  cVc  Snyder's  Kegt.  of  KM)  ^b'li  including  non 
Commissioned  Officers,  to  be  annexed  to  those  raised  in  Dutchess 
County  will  join  you  at  Albany. 

The  inclosed  Resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety  subjecting 
Exempts  to  a  Proportion  of  the  Common  Burthen  will,  1  hope, 
enable  you  to  carry  those  Orders  into  Execution  with  greater 


may  be  productive  of  the  happiest  consequences  to  the  enemy,  and  the  most  injurious 
to  U8.  I  have  desired  General  Sullivan's  division,  and  the  two  brigades  that  left  you 
lapt.  Immediately  to  return  and  recross  the  river,  and  shall  forward  on  the  rest  of  the 
army  with'  all  the  expedition  in  my  power.  I  have  also  written  to  General  Clinton  re- 
ciuestlng  him  instanily  to  reinforce  you,  with  as  many  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York 
as  ho  can  collect;  and  you  are,  on  receipt  of  this,  to  send  on  an  express  to  Governor 
Trumbull  urging  it  upon  him  to  assist  you,  with  as  many  of  the  Connecticut  militia  as 
he  can  get  togflher.  and  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time. 

The  importance  of  preventing  Mr.  Howe's  getting  possession  of  the  Highlands  by  a 
roup  dc  miiin  is  InHnlte  to  America;  and.  In  the  present  situation  of  things,  every  effort 
that  ran  bo  thought  of  must  be  used.  The  probability  of  his  going  to  the  eastward  is 
exceedingly  Hmall,  and  the  111  effects  that  might  attend  such  a  step  inconsiderable  in 
comparison  with  those  that  would  Inevitably  attend  a  successful  stroke  upon  the  High- 
lands. Connorttcut  cannot  be  in  more  danger  through  any  channel  than  this,  and  every 
motive  of  lU  own  Interest  and  the  general  good  demand  Its  utmost  endeavors  to  give 
you  effectual  a«BlHtan<-c.    Governor  Trumbull  will  I  trust  be  sensible  of  this.     I  am,  &c. 
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Ease,  especially  as  every  other  Regt.  in  the  State  will  furnisli 
an  equal  Proportion  of  Men  for  the  service. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Graham. 

Colo.  Graham  will  provide  Sloops  to  transport  the  Troops  from 

Dutchess  County  to  Albany. 


[No.  659.] 
Orders  Under  Which  Col.  Graliam  Acted. 

Genl.  Orders  Kingston  1st  Augt.  1777. 

A  Detachment  of  five  hundred  non  Commissioned  OflBcors  & 
Privates,  is  to  be  drafted  by  Ballot  or  other  equitable  Manner 
from  the  Regiments  of  Militia,  commanded  by  Colos.  Freer,  Hum- 
phrey, Sutherland  &  Graham  of  Dutchess  County  and  Colo.  Sny- 
der &  Pawling  of  Ulster  County,  to  consist  of  one  Regiment  t(i  be 
commanded  by  Colo.  Morris  Graham ;  the  other  Field  OfiBcei  s  for 
this  Detachm't  are  Lt.  Colo.  Hopkins  &  Major  Cantine;  each 
Regiment  to  furnish  Officers  in  Proportion  to  the  Men  they  raise 
&  the  Companies  to  consist  of  50  Men  at  least  and  to  be  com- 
manded by  a  Capt.  &  two  Subalterns. 

This  Detachment  is  to  be  raised  immediately  and  to  march 
without  Delay  to  the  Reinforcement  of  the  army  under  Command 
of  his  Honor,  Major  General  Schuyler  and  to  continue  in  Service 
until  the  first  Day  of  November  unless  sooner  dismissed. 

The  men  in  this  Service  will  be  entitled  to  receive  ronlinmtal 
Pay  &  Rations,  exclusive  of  the  Bounty  to  be  raisi  d  by  the  Tax 
to  be  levied  upon  Exempts  agreable  to  the  Resolve  accompany- 
ing this  Order. 

Colo.  Snyder  and  Colo.  Pawling's  Regt.  are  to  furnish  for  this 
Service  one  hundred  and  sixty  ]\Ien  including  N(in  Cdunnissioned 
Officers  each  Regiment  according  to  its  strength. 
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The  four  Kegiments  of  Dutchess  to  furnish  350  Men  to  be 
Quotad  in  like  manner. 

For  which  Purposes  the  Field  Officers  are  directed  to  meet  im- 
mediately on  the  Receipt  hereof  and  ascertain  their  respective 
Proportions. 

As  the  Safety  of  the  State  may  depend  upon  the  instant  Execu- 
tion hereof  it  is  expected  that  the  Men  to  be  raised  in  Conse- 
quence of  these  Orders  will  be  in  the  City  of  Albany  within  ten 
Days  from  the  Delivery  hereof. 

The  respective  Colonels  herein  named  are  also  upon  Receipt 

hereof  make  me  a  Return  of  the  present  State  of  their  several 

Regiments.  

[No.  660.] 

MORE  REINFORCEMENTS. 

Clinton  Orders  Brig.-Gen  Ten  Broeck  to  Detach  1,000  Men  from 

His  Brigade,  to  be  Organized  into  Two  Regiments,  Under  Col. 

Robert  Tan  Rensselaer  and  Col.  Stephen  J.  Schuyler. 
P).j.  gjj.  Kingston  Augt.  1"  1777. 

The  late  Operations  of  the  Enemy  in  your  Quarter  render  it 
necessary  to  use  every  Exertion  to  collect  a  Force  to  prevent 
their  pursuing  the  advantages  they  have  already  gained  by  pene- 
trating farther  into  this  State.  Induced  by  these  Reasons  &  in 
Conseq'  of  Requisition  from  Congress  &  Genl.  Wash'g  &  Schuy'r 
I  have  ordered  Reinforcements  for  the  Garrisons  &  Posts  in  the 
Highlands,  that  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  may  be  thereby 
enabled  to  draw  off  from  thence  a  Part  of  the  Continental  Troops 
to  reinforce  the  Northern  army.  For  which  Purpose  I  have  also 
issued  orders  for  the  marching  of  500  of  the  Militia  from  the 
Northern  Parts  of  the  Counties  of  Dutchess  &  Ulster.  Upon  the 
Receipt  hereof  v<»uM  also  detach  from  your  Brigade  1000  Men  in- 
cluding Non  Commissioned  Officers  properly  OflBcered  armed  & 
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accoutred  to  reinforce  the  Army  under  Oomiuaiid  of  his  Honor 
Major  General  Schuyler.  I  could  wish  Colo.  Robert  Van  Rcn- 
selaer  •&  Colo.  Stephen  J.  Schuyler  to  take  the  command  of  those 
Men  who  will  of  Course  be  divided  into  two  Regiments. 

I  inclose  you  the  Resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety  sub- 
jecting Exempts  to  a  Proportion  of  the  Common  Burthen  which 
will,  I  hope,  enable  you  to  compleat  these  Orders  with  greater 
Ease  especially  as  an  equal  Proportion  of  the  Militia  from  every 
other  Part  of  the  State  are  called  out  into  actual  Service. 

The  Troops  so  raised  will  be  entitled  to  Continental  Pay  &  Ra 
tions  and  a  Bounty  from  the  Fines  to  be  levied  upon  Exempts 
refusing  Service  agreable  to  the  within  Resolve. 

Particular  care  will  be  taken  in  the  Appointment  of  the  Offi- 
cers, Men  of  Spirit  and  those  who  have  seen  Service,  if  such  can 
be  obtained,  should  be  selected,  as  the  Behavior  of  the  Soldier 
frequently  depends  upon  the  Conduct  of  his  Officers. 

I  need  not  request  you  to  use  Expedition  as  your  well  known 

Zeal  for  your  Country;  and  Knowledge  of  its  present  Situation 

will  induce  you  to  take  the  most  effectual  Measures  for  carrying 

the  Order  into  immediate  Execution. 

I  am  &c. 
[To  Gen.  Ten  Broeck.]  t^-  ^-l 


[No.  661.] 

Clinton  Orders  Col.  Ludinton  to  Organize,  from  the  Westchester 

Regiments,    a    Corps    of  310  Men    to  Protect  the  Westchester 

District. 
^.  Kingston  Augt.  1"  1777. 

The  Operations  of  the  Enemy  ag't  the  State  to  the  Northward 
as  well  as  the  exposed  Situation  of  some  of  the  Southern  Conn 
ties  to  the  Incursions  of  the  Enemy  from  that  Quarter,  render  it 
expedient  to  call  into  actual  Service,  a  very  considerable  Propor- 


tiou  uf  llie  Miliiia  in  ilif  Classing;  of  the  ditVcreiit  lli-jiimints  fur 
these  Servic't'S  voiir  Kt'^iment  &  Colo.  Fields'  with  IIk^  other 
Kegiments  of  W.  Chester  County  tire  to  furnish  :51U  .Men,  includ- 
ing Non  Commissioned  Oflicers  &  rrivates  properly  officered 
armed  &  accoutred, as  you'l  see  by  the  inclosed  Ord  r;  and, as  yoa 
are  appointed  to  take  the  command  of  this  Detachment,  I  desi:e 
that  you  >\  ill  immediately  upon  the  Receipt  hereof,  direct  &  for- 
ward t(»  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  other  Regiments  who  are 
lo  fui  iiish  Men  towards  this  Detachm't,  one  of  the  inclosed  Reso- 
lutions &  Orders,  and  exert  yourself  in  having  them  raised  wiih 
all  possible  Expedition  and  march  them  to  such  l^^tations  in  W. 
Chester  County  as  will  tend  most  to  the  Protection  of  the  Inhab- 
itants and  best  conduce  to  the  Public  Safet3\  Taking  your  Di- 
rections occasionally  from  the  Command'g  Officer  at  Peeks  Kill. 
The  Inclosed  Resolutions  of  the  Council  of  Safety  subjecting 
Exempts  to  a  Proportion  of  the  Common  Burthen  will,  I  hope, 
enable  you  to  carry  these  Orders  into  Execution  wiili  gi eater 
Ease,  especially  as  every  Other  Regt.  in  the  State  will  furnish 
ail  (Mpial  if  not  a  greater  Number  of  Men  for  the  Service. 

I  am  &c. 
Colo.  Ludington.  [G.  C] 

The  Troojis  will  be  allowed  Continental  Pay  &  Rations  &  a 

Bounty  to  be  raised  agreable  to  the  within  Resolve  from  the 

Fines  levied  on  the  Exempts  refusing  Service. 


[No.  ()02.] 
Clinton  Onlrrs  the  CohnuU  of  Onnujc  riiid   I'Isltr  to  DctarJi   and 
Onjanizc  oOO   Mm,   Undir  Col.  A1Iif(0)i,   to   March  Forthirith   to 

Fort   Mont(/()iii(  ri/. 

J..  Kingston  August  1st  1777. 

oir, 

The  Situation  of  our  jniblic  Affairs  rc-nders  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  call  out  a  very  considerable  I'roportion  of  the  Militia 
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as  well  to  reinforce  our  Northern  army  to  prevent  (lie  Kiieniy 
from  penetrating  into  the  Country,  as  to  reinforce  the  Garrisonn 
and  securing  the  Passes  of  the  Highlands;  and  Requisitions  hav- 
ing been  made  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  this  State  by  th** 
Continental  Congress,  and  General  Schuyler,  and  by  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  to  me  for  the  above  Purposes,  you'l 
therefore  without  Delay  detach  from  your  Regiment  by  Ballot 
or  other  equitable  Manner,  two  Captains  4  Lieuts.  &  100  Privates, 
including  non  Commissioned  Officers  for  two  Companies  and 
cause  them  to  march  with  the  utmost  Expedition  to  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, and  there  put  themselves  under  the  Command  of  Colo. 
Allison. 

The  inclosed  Resolution  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State, 
passed  yesterday  subjecting  Exempts  to  contribute  to  the  present 
Service  &  putting  the  Militia  upon  a  more  equal  Footing  in 
Point  of  Duty  I  wo'd  fain  hope  will  enable  you  to  carry  these 
Orders  into  Execution  with  greater  Ease  as  it  will  afford  the 
Persons  who  are  drafted  into  the  Service  a  Bounty  and  as  each 
Regt.  in  the  State  will  furnish  their  due  Quota  of  Men  for  this 
Service  every  reasonable  Cause  of  Complaint  will  be  removed. 

I  have  to  recommend  to  you  that  in  the  Appointment  of  the 
Captains  &  Subaltern  Officers  you  will  elect  such  as  are  best  able 
to  fill  their  respective  Stations  by  being  acquainted  with  actual 
Service. 

The  Detachm't  now  ordered  out  is  to  continue  in  Service  until 
the  1"  of  Nov'r  unless  sooner  dismissed. 

On  Receipt  hereof  you'l  make  me  a  proper  Return  of  the 
present  State  of  your  Regiment  the  want  of  which  from  the 
diff'  Colos.  puts  it  out  of  my  Power  to  be  exact  in  fixing  the 
differ'  Quotas.  I  am  &c. 

To  Colo.  Jonathan  Haasbrouck.  L^-  ^•-' 
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The  Same  to  Colo.  James  McClaury  only 
men        Capt.        Leut. 

110  2  4      &  Lt.  Colo.  McClaury. 

The  Same  to  Colo.  Dirck  Brinkerhoof  &  Heathhorn  only 
men        Capt.        Leut. 
67  1  2      each. 

The  Same  to  Colo.  Jesse  Woodhull  only 
P'  Capt.        Lieut. 

78  1  2      &  Major  Moffat  of  that  Regt. 

The  Same  to  Colo.  William  Allison  only 
Capt.        Leut. 
78  1  2      &  Colo.  Allison. 

The  Safety  of  the  Post  may  depend  upon  the  Expedition  with 
which  this  Order  is  executed. 

The  Troops  will  be  entitled  to  receive  Continental  Pay  & 
Rations  exclusive  of  a  Bounty  to  be  raised  from  the  Fines  levied 
agreable  to  the  within  Resolve  upon  Exempts  refusing  Service. 


[No.  663.] 
A  false  Report  tlmt  Sir  John  Johnson  ivas  killed. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  the  last  Rider  from  Albany  that  Colo.  Willet 
is  there — that  he  stole  his  way  out  of  Fort  Stanwix  by  the 
advise  of  the  Commanding  Oflicer  in  Order  to  Conduct  up  a 
Reinforcment,  that  Sir  John*  is  killed  in  one  of  the  late  Battles 
near  that  Place — that  Colo.  Butler  has  been  in  with  a  Flag  to 
demand  a  Surrender  of  the  Garrison,  that  he  rec'd  for  answer 
if  that  was  his  Ambass'y  he  might  return  Assured  that  they 
wou'd  never  Surrender. 


*Slr  John  Johnson. 
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The  Party  of  Colo.  Pawling  &  Snyder's  Regt.  are  to  march 
tomorrow. 

I  am  in  haste 

Your's  Affectionately 

Christ'r  Tappen. 
Fryday  8  OClock  A.  M.  [Aug.  1,  1777.] 

To  His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  664.] 

Pay  of  Continental  Troopers. 

In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York 

Kingston  August  [9th]  1777. 

The  petition  of  Silvester  Salisbury  was  read. 

ORDERED  that  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  his  Excellency 

the  Governor,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  endeavour  to  obtain 

Information,  what  is  the  Continental  pay  allowed  to  Troopers, 

and  that  he  be  pleased  to  cause  proper  muster  Rolls  of  the 

amount  of  their  pay  to  be  properly  authenticated  that  they  may 

be  paid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

John  McKesson  Secry. 


A  price  of  the  offercis  of  ye  Light 

a  Coll.  Lut 

75  Dollers 

Majar 

60 

Capt. 

50 

1  Lut. 

33—5—4 

Cornet 

26—5—4 

Quarter  Ms. 

15—5—4—33 

Corpril 

10 

privit 

8—2—8 
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[No.  GG5.] 
AlJiANV  APPEALS  TO  NEW  ENGLAND. 

.1  I'm  I'irhiir  of  tin    Distirss  (iiid  Hnrrurs  that  irinihl  ('(nifrdiil  the 
Colonics  were  Burgoync  Successful. 

*[Aiig.  first  1777.] 
Pir. 

The  alarming  situation  of  affairs  to  the  Northward  obliges  us, 
to  call  on  YOU  for  the  assistance  that  the  Friends  to  America  and 
Lovers  of  their  Country  ought  to  call  on  each  for.  At  a  Time  when 
New  England  ^Yas  invaded,  no  means  were  left  unessayed  on  our 
parts  to  afford  them  every  assistance  in  our  power.     Various 
were  the  ditliculties  the  Friends  to  their  Country  in  those  parts 
had  to  encounter,  surrounded  by  dependants  on  Government  and 
their  Emissaries,  our  Vigorous  exertions  were  necessary  to  Effect 
the  much  desired  Union  with  our  Sister  States;  our  Arguments 
were  grounded  on  the  Unanimity  the  Valour  the  Virtue  of  New 
England;  the  Enemies  of  America  were  Crushed,  our  Influence 
had  the  desired  effect,  no  Tory  dared  openly  to  speak  or  act  un- 
friendly, Imprisonment  or  banishment  were  the  Consequences. 
What  arguments  are  we  now  to  make  use  of? 
Our  Country  is  invaded;  a  great  part  of    our    Militia    have 
Turned  out ;  luit  where  are  our  Eastern  Friends?     What  have  we 
done  to  forfeit  their  Esteem?    Is  our  Country  to  be  laid  waste, 
the  Friends  of  America  to  be  banished  from  their  Homes,  their  all 
to  be  sacrificed  at  a  Time  when  it  is  in  our  power  (if  we  will 
Unite)  to  Crush  the  Invaders  in  such  a  manner  that  perhaps  will 
prevent  their  making  any  future  attempts? 

Can  you  expect  to  remain  in  quiet  if  we  are  destroyed?  From 
the  reciprocal  Intercourse  «&  Commerce  between  New  England 
and  this  State,  the  fall  of  the  one,  will  much  distress  the  other! 

•This  date  Is  not  given  In  the  manuscript.    It  is  supplied  by  the  present  editor— see 
page  177. 
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Admit  that  the  evil  was  to  stop  hero.  Pray  (-onsidcr  tin-  i^n-.a 
number  of  Savages  that  will  Join  them?  Should  they  take  pos- 
session of  this  City,  we  are  apprehensive,  the  disa licet cd*  tlmi 
will  repair  to  them  will  not  be  few;  the  ravages  will  not  CeaHc 
here;  our  Sister  States  will  feel  in  Turn;  Those  who  can  now 
quietly  rest  at  home  and  hear  of  the  Inhumanities  Committed  by 
those  barbarians  must  be  destitute  of  Feelings  becoming  the 
Virtuous  the  free  born  and  the  brave. 

We  are  informed  that  loud  Complaints  are  made  against  the 
leaders  of  our  army. 

Let  us  Consider,  is  this  a  Time  to-  divide  ourselves?  Are  we 
now  to  Censure  our  Generals  and  tamely  to  remain  at  home  with 
our  Hands  crossed? 

Are  we  not  w^ell  assured  that  the  Supreme  power  of  the  Con- 
tinent will  call  to  account  and  severely  punish  such  as  have  in 

*The  friends  of  Great  Britain  in  August,  1777,  distributed  the  following  circular  in 
Albany  county: 

By  the  request  of  the  Honourable  William  Howe  and  commander  of  His  Majesty's 
forces  in  America,  and  William  Tryon,  Esqr.  Governor  in  and  for  the  Province  of  New 
York,  and  likewise  by  the  desire  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart,  that  a  battalion  of  loyal 
volunteers  be  enlisted  in  the  county  of  Albany,  to  serve  in  and  for  the  Province  of  New- 
York,  &c.  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives  and  properties,  and  more  especially  to  shew 
their  loyalty  and  affection  to  His  Majesty,  in  order  to  assist  in  restoring  public  peace 
and  tranquility  in  this  distressed  country,  as  they  cannot  expect  any  friendship  or 
protection  from  His  Majesty's  forces,  if  they  do  not  do  their  utmost  endeavours 
to  assist  His  Majesty  in  subduing  and  conquering  his  rebellious  subjects,  in 
order  to  bring  them  to  condign  punishment,  therefore,  for  the  more  speedy  and  in  the 
most  secret  manner,  a  battalion  of  loyal  volunteers  be  enlisted,  and  each  oflBcer  and 
private  volunteer  to  take  an  oath  to  keep  secret  every  thing  that  shall  be  communicated 
to  them  by  their  superior  officers;  that  I.  H.  Esqr.  is  chosen  and  appointed  colonel  and 
commandant  of  said  battalion  of  loyal  volunteers;  and  each  company  is  at  least  to  con- 
sist of  fifty  rank  and  file,  with  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign;  and  when  raised 
and  joins  His  Majesty's  forces,  each  officer  and  private  volunteer  will  receive  the  same 
pay,  clothing  arms  and  accoutrements  as  any  other  enlisted  American  volunteer,  and 
be  entitled  to  the  same  lands  as  any  regular  soldier;  the  said  loyal  volunteers  will  be 
discharged  with  the  first  American  battalion. 

1,  A.  B.  do  swear  to  be  true  to  His  Majesty  King  George,  and  to  serve  him  honestly 
and  faithfully  in  defence  of  his  person.  Crown  and  dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  In 
America,  or  opposers  whatsoever;  to  keep  secret  and  to  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of 
my  superior  officers  that  shall  be  issued  out  to  me  from  time  to  time,  so  help  me  God. 

I,  A.  B.  do  swear  to  keep  secret  all  that  you  shall  say  or  read  to  me.  and  not  to  re- 
veal the  same  to  blood  relation,  or  any  person  whatsoever,  so  help  me  God. — From  the 
Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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any  rt'spoct  betiay«Hl  their  Trust  or  by  their  misconduct  hurt 
their  Country? 

We  are  well  assured  that  could  those  prejudices  subside,  could 
we  Unite  with  that  Spirit  becoming  Men  who  are  determined  to 
be  free,  who  will  not  tamely  suffer  their  wives  to  be  ravished 
their  Children  to  be  Murdered  and  Scalped,  their  Properties  to 
be  seized  and  disposed  of  at  the  pleasure  of  Mercenaries  &  Sav- 
ages, whose  footsteps  as  they  advance  in  our  Country,  are 
marked  with  unheard  of  Horrors  and  devastations  in  open  Viola- 
tion of  the  Laws  of  Civilized  Nations  or  the  dictates  of  Humanity, 
we  say,  could  we  step  forth  determined  not  to  submit  to  such  Men 
and  Measures,  a  more  glorious  opportunity  never  offered  than 
the  present. 

The  Enemy  are  now  advanced  to  Fort  Edward;  our  army  have 
retreated  to  Saratoga  and  brought  all  their  Stores,  provisions  &c. 
with  them,  and  to  induce  the  Enemy  to  follow  them  farther  in 
the  Country,  so  that  their  Retreat  may  be  Cut  off,  if  the  People 
will  but  step  forth  they  will  in  all  probability  retire  to  some  ad- 
vantageous Post,  still  nearer  this  City. 

Men  only  are  wanted. 

Let  us  entreat  you,  dear  Countrymen,  to  step  forth  and  make 
one  Glorious  Effort  to  Crush  the  base  Invaders  of  your  Country, 
and  Transmit,  Inviolate  to  your  Posterity  the  Freedom  and 
Liberty  that  God  and  Nature  have  bestowed  upon  yoa. 

On  our  parts  we  are  determined  to  leave  no  means  nnessayed, 
to  save  our  Countrj-  from  ruin.  No  distress,  no  loss  of  Property, 
Khali  ever  shake  our  attachment  to  so  righteous,  so  just,  and  so 
glorious  a  Cause.  We  renew  our  request  by  every  Tie  of  love  to 
your  Country  by  your  wives  your  Posterity,  and  all  that's  dear 
and  sacred  to  you,  to  unite  and  support  the  Cause  you  have  bo 
nobly  and  so  long  Contended  for. 
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Note  on  back:  For  the  sake  of  Dispatch,  Those  are  the  Copies 
sent  from  Albany  to  the  Council  of  Safety;  should  tliey  be  of  no 
use  or  Importance  to  the  Governor,  his  Excellency  will  please  to 
order  them  returned  to  the  Secretaries. 


[No.  666.] 

Kingston  Church  Extends  Congratulations  to  Oovernor  Clinton. 

[Aug.  2,  1777.] 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor,  General  and 

Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia,  and  Admiral  of  the 

Navy  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

May  it  please  your  Excellency: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  new  constitution  and  at  the 
very  hour  of  your  inauguration,  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Kingston,  In  consistory  as- 
sembled, beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  the 
highest  Honors  the  Subject  of  a  free  State  can  possess  and  to 
assure  you  of  the  part  they  bear  in  the  public  happiness  on  this 
Occasion. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  the  consistory  and 
people  of  Kingston  have  been  uniformly  attached  to  the  cause  of 
America,  and  justify  upon  the  Soundest  Principles  of  Religion 
and  morality,  the  glorious  revolution  of  a  free  and  oppressed 
country.  Convinced  of  the  unrighteous  designs  of  Great  Britain 
upon  their  civil  and  religious  priviledges  they  chose,  without  hesi- 
tation, rather  to  suffer  with  a  brave  people  for  a  Season,  than  to 
enjoy  the  luxuries  and  friendship  of  a  wicked  and  cruel  nation. 

With  an  inflexable  perseverance  which  they  trust  the  greatest 
11 
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advt'isitv  Jintl  i»t*i-8ecution  will  ucwv  change,  tbey  piofess  anew 
to  voiir  Exoelli'ucv  their  Intfivst  in  tlie  CuntiiH  ulal  union  and 
Lovaltv  t(t  th«'  State  of  New  York. 

\N  hill*  the  constitution  is  preserved  inviolate,  and  the  Rulers 
Steer  hv  that  consj»icuous  Beacon,  the  people  have  the  fairest 
prosi»ects  of  hajipiness,  uuaniTuity  and  Success,  with  von  thev 
chus«'  [to]  launch,  that  future  pilots  nuiy  form  a  ju<'ce«lent  from 
vour  vigilance,  impartiality  and  firmness,  and  the  System  obtain 
an  establishement  that  Shall  last  for  ages;  for  as  nothing  can  be 
more  agreable  to  the  conscious  patriot  than  the  approbation  of 
his  country,  so  nothing  can  more  promote  the  general  gocd  than 
placing  confidence  in  established  characters  &  laisiug  merit  to 
distinguished  power. 

Take  then,  with  the  acclamations  and  fullest  confidence  of  the 
public.  Take  Sir,  the  governement  into  your  hands  and  let  the 
unsolicited  voice  of  a  whole  State  prevail  upon  you  to  enter  ujton 
this  arduous  task. 

All  ranks  in  .jdaein^'  you  at  their  Head,  have  pledged  their 
lives  and  fortunes  to  support  and  defend  you  in  this  exalted  Sta- 
tion, and  the  consistory  of  Kingston  chearfully  unite  in  tlie  im- 
plicit Stipulation  and  promise  you  their  prayers. 

As  a  reformation  in  morals  an  the  prevallance  of  virtue  is  the 
immediate  object  of  the  consistory  of  Kingston,  they  esteem 
themselves  especially  hapjty  in  having  cause  to  believe,  that 
religious  I>il.erty  (without  wliidi  all  other  priviledges  are  not 
worthe  enjoying),  will  Ix-  Strenously  Sufiported  by  your  Excel- 
lency, and  they  congratulate  themselves  and  the  State,  that  God 
has  given  them  a  governor  who  understands  and  therefore  loves 
the  Christian  Keligion,  and  who  understands  and  therefore  loves 
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a  terror  to  evil  doers  and  an  example  and  patron  to  llieni  llial  do 
well. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Reverend  Cunsistoi-y 

(Jr.  J.  L.  Doll,  prufes. 


[No.  667.] 
EVERY  MAN  WHO  CAN  BEAR  ARMS  WANTED. 

Geor/je  Clinton  Orders  Brig.-Gen.  Ten  Broeck  to  Increase  His  Levies 
in  Order  to  Reinforce  the  Northern  Army. 

Kingston  Aug't  2d  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

Since  my  Letter  of  yesterday  the  disagreable  Accounts  from 
the  Northward  just  received  of  the  Enemy  having  advanced  to 
Fort  Edward  and  the  retreating  of  our  army  to  Saraghtoga, 
which  induce  me  to  apprehend  that  a  greater  Number  of  the 
Militia  of  your  Brigade  may  be  requisite  to  reinforce  the  North- 
ern army  and  prevent  the  Enemy  from  proceeding  farther  into 
the  State,  you  will,  therefore,  order  out,  in  addition  to  the  Num- 
ber mentioned  in  my  Letter  of  yesterday,  any  greater  Propor- 
tion that  may  be  conceived  necessary,  to  be  relieved  on  the  ar- 
rival of  those  ordered  from  this  and  Dutchess  County  if  Cir- 
cumstances wiU  then  admit  of  it.  Indeed  every  Man  that  can 
bear  arms  must  on  this  Occason  be  brought  to  the  Field,  and 
no  Person  exempted  if  their  Services  in  stopping  the  Progress 
of  the  Enemy  are  wanted  for  w'hich  you  are  not  to  \Mi\t  for  any 
further  or  more  particular  Order. 

I  am  your  most  obed't  Ser't, 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Ten  Broeck.] 
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[No.  GG8.] 
TO  I'HOTECT  THE  FRONTIER. 

]tistiiirtii„is    to    Cm.    Jlcrkimcr — Why    a    Draft    of    MiUHn    Was 
Considered  Necessary. 

Kingston  Aug't  2d  1777. 

Sir, 

Tlie  small  Number  of  Continental  Troops  occupying  the 
Western  Posts  renders  it  necessary  to  raise  a  Reinforcement  from 
the  Militia  in  your  Brigade.  Upon  the  Receipt  hereof  you'l, 
therefore,  without  Delay  detach  five  hundred  Men  including  non 
Commissioned  OflQcers,  to  be  raised  by  Ballot  or  other  equitable 
Method,  properly  armed  accoutred  and  Officered,  and  cause  them 
to  be  posted  at  the  most  Suitable  Passes  in  your  County  for 
giving  Protection  to  the  Inhabitants  against  the  Incursions  of 
the  Enemy  iS:  for  rcenforcing  the  Garrisons  in  your  Quarter  tak- 
ing Directions  for  their  future  Government  from  Major  Genl. 
Schuyler  or  Officer  Commanding  the  Continental  Troops  in  your 
County. 

This  you  will  receive  from  Colo.  Wynkoop,  formerly  an  Officer 
in  the  Army  of  the  States,  who  I  now  send  into  your  County  to 
endeavour  to  raise  the  Spirits  of  the  Militia  &  assist  in  com- 
plealing  the  Quota  of  Men  assigned  for  the  present  service 
and  of  selecting  the  Officers  to  command  them  who  should  be 
Men  of. approved  Courage  and  if  possible  those  who  have  seen 
some  Service. 

Till  Trooi)S  so  raised  will  be  ciitillcd  to  receive  Continental 
Pay  and  Kations  fXfliisixc  of  a  Bounty  fiom  the  Tax  to  be 
levied  upr)n  E.\('nii>(s  agrejibb-  to  (lie  wilhin  Resolutions. 

This  Resolution  I  Iioim-  will  cnabk' you  to  compleat  your  Drafts 
with  greater  Ease  especially  as  an  equal  or  rather  a  larger  Pro- 
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poiiion  of  the  Militia  of  every  oilier  Part  of  the  State  arc  ordered 
to  the  reinforcement  of  cnr  Norlhcni  i;n  1  S(tiilli<  i-ii  avniies. 

I  need  not  direct  you  to  use  Expedition;  your  expose*!  {"^miiicr 
and  nearness  to  a  cruel  Enemy  v>m11  induce  you  to  fall  upon  the 
most  effectual  Measures  for  carrying  these  Order  into  immedi- 
ate Execution.  And  if  the  above  Number  is  not  sufficient  for 
your  Defence  the  Necessity  of  the  Case  will  justify  the  Calling 
a  Greater  Number  to  the  Field  which  I  beg  under  those  Circum- 
stances you  will  do. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  Continental  army  can  be  scat- 
tered on  the  Frontiers  of  any  particular  State  but  must  be  so 
posted  as  to  oppose  the  main  Body  of  the  Enemy.  Those  Parts 
therefore  of  the  Country  that  are  most  exposed  to  the  Incursions 
of  Detachments  of  the  Enemy  must  turn  out  in  their  own  Defence 
the  other  Parts  of  the  state  contributing  to  their  Assistance. 

I  have  furnished  Colo.  Wynkoop  with  a  Set  of  Instructions 
which  you  will  endeavor  to  carry  into  Execution. 
I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Herkimer.] 


[No.  GG9.] 
Instructions  to  Colo.  Wynkoop. 

[Aug.  2,  1777.] 
As  the  Spirits  of  the  well  affected  Inhabitants  of  Tryon  County 
are  m.uch  depressed  by  the  successes  of  the  Enemy  to  the  North- 
ward and  the  Expectations  of  the  disaffected  raised  in  Propor- 
tion I  have  thought  it  proper  for  the  safety  of  that  Part  of  the 
State  to  order  500  of  the  Militia  of  Genl.  Harkhemer's  Brigade 
into  actual  Service. 
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Fruiii  voiii-  well  known  ■/a-.\\  Ini-  vdiii'  ("niiiidv  vmii-  Aliililics  as 
an  (Hlir.T  Kni>\vl(Ml;^M'  vf  Scrvitc  and  from  yniif  hcin^-  acquainted 
with  Ihe  best  Sitnatiuns  for  Defence  in  the  County  of  Tryon,  it 
is  niv  Kequost  that  you  will  with  all  possible  Dispatch  repair 
to  Tryon  County  and  deliver  Brig'r  Genl.  Harkimer  the  Letters 
directed  to  him. 

Ycm'l  then  endeavor  to  inspirit  the  Militia  to  turn  out  with 
Alacrity  for  the  service  required  of  them  and  consult  with  Genl. 
Ilerkhamer  in  selecting  the  OflScers  to  command  them  and  seeing 
that  the  Soldiers  are  properly  armed  and  accoutred. 

In  passing  thro  Albany,  you'l  apply  to  the  County  Committee, 
explain  the  Nature  of  your  Business  and  apply  for  one  or  two 
of  their  Members  or  other  Gentlemen  best  acquainted  with  the 
Inhabitants  of  Tryon  County  to  attend  you  there  and  assist  you 
in  compleating  this  Business  with  the  greater  Expedition. 

If  a  larger  Number  of  the  Militia  of  that  County  will  be  re- 
quisite for  reinforcing  our  army,  you  will  also  consult  with  Genl. 
Ilerckemer  on  the  best  Method  for  bringing  them  to  the  Field 
agreable  to  the  Orders  contained  in  my  Letter,  and  draw  out  any 
Number  that  may  be  siinieient  for  the  above  I'urpose. 

You'l  keep  a  acct  of  the  Expences  accruing  on  this  Command 
that  the  sam«'  may  be  satisfled  you  together  with  your  Pay. 

[G.  C] 


[No.  070.] 
(iconjr  < 'I'm Inn  I'l  jtorts  to  (Irticral  Schiii/lcr. 

Kingston  Aug't  2d  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  a  R<*qniHition  from  his  Excellency,  General  Washington, 
500  of  the  Militia  were  to  be  raised  in  this  State  to  occupy  the 
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Posts  and  secure  the  Passes  in  the  Ili^lilands,  Ihal    tlic  ('..iiti 
nental  Troops  niij,'lit  be  drawn  oiT  from  llienee  to  reinforce  the 
Northern  army  &  effectually  oppose  the  Designs  of  the  Enemy 
to  the  Southward. 

The  present  Exigency  nevertheless  in  your  Department  de- 
manding in  my  Opinion  immediate  assistance  I  conceived  it 
a  Part  of  my  Duty  to  increase  the  Number  intended  by 
his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  as  much  as  the  Season  of 
the  year  and  Circumstances  of  the  State  would  possibly  al- 
low. I  have,  therefore,  issued  Orders  for  500  Men  from  the 
Northern  Parts  of  the  Counties  of  Ulster  &  Dutchess  to  be  within 
10  Days  at  Albany  and  there  to  put  themselves  under  your  Com- 
mand and  directed  General  Ten  Brook  to  detach  from  his  Bri- 
gade 1000  Men  properly  Officered  for  the  like  Purpose.  I  have 
also  wrote  to  Genl.  Harkhemer  of  Tryon  County  to  raise  500 
Men  from  his  Brigade  for  reenforcing  our  Troops  &  defending 
the  most  important  Posts  &  Passes  on  the  western  Frontier  and 
subjected  them  to  your  Orders  &  Directions.  And  instead  of 
500  Men  required  by  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  a  Detach- 
ment of  Eight  hundred  &  ten  Men  is  also  ordered  to  join  our 
southern  Troops  for  defending  the  lower  Frontiers  from  the 
Enemy's  Incursions  and  strengtening  the  Garrisons  of  the  High- 
lands; so  that  an  equal  Proportion  of  the  Militia  is  drawn  out 
from  the  respective  Counties  of  the  State  amoun'g  in  the  whole 
to  near  3000  Men. 

The  last  accts.  from  Genl.  Washington  are  that  the  main  body 
of  his  army  lays  at  Howel's  Ferry  on  this  side  the  Delaware. 
Seventy  five  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  were  discovered  a  few  Days 
ago  near  Little  Egg  Harbour  making  by  short  Tack  for  the  Capes 
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of  DfUns art'.     The  Gt'DiM-al  did  not  mean  to  cross  the  River  until 
the  Enemy  should  have  entered  it  with  their  Fleet 

I  am  with  tlie  most  perfect  Friend'p  &  Esteem  D'r  Sir 

Your  most  obed'  hum'e  Ser't, 
[G.  C.J 

1  tuuld  wish,  if  the  Circumstances  of  Chariot te  County  would 
admit  of  it,  that  a  proportionate  Part  of  the  Militia  there,  was 
also  embodied  for  the  further  reinforcing  of  the  Army  under 
your  Command,  but  being  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  State 
of  the  County  I  have  issued  no  Orders  for  that  Purpose. 
[To  Gen.  Schuyler.] 


[No.  671.] 
Arrival  of  the  British  Fleet  and  of  British  Forces  Off  the  Delaware 

Capes. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Colo.  H.  B.  Livingston  dated  at 
Phild'ia  the  4th  of  August  1777  to  Robt.  R.  Livingston  Esqr: 

When  we  arrived  here  the  Enemy  were  standing  in  for  the 
Capes,  about  228  Sail  &  ever  Since  have  been  plying  off  and  on. 
Yesterday  they  disappeared,  to  day  they  are  again  in  sight. 

General  Washington  is  in  Town,  and  the  army  we  brought 
with  us  encamped  on  the  Falls  Road  about  seven  miles  Distant.* 

Three  Thousand  men  lately  from  the  Southward  are  stationed 
at  &  near  Chester. 

Unless  the  artificial  value  of  onr  paper  Currency  is  by  some 
means  or  other  enhanced,  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  live  upon 
the  present  Establishm't  or  to  support  the  Cause  we  have  so 
much  at  Heart.  This  Town  now  Swiiims  with  French  OHicers; 
among  the  rest  a  luarquiss  Fouquet  is  arrived,  an  agreable 
young  man  of  about  Twenty  three.     The  Congress  from  political 
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motives  its  said,  yesterday  made  him  a  major  General;  he  bo't 
a  Frigate  in  England  fitted  her  out  himself  and  came  over  un- 
known to  his  most  Christian  majesty  who  sent  after  him,  hut 

the  Bird  was  flown. 

John  McKesson. 

*The  paragraph  marked  with  an  Index  &  some  other  parts  of 

the  above  Extracts  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  refused  to  suffer  to  be 

published  in  the  newspaper  &  the  paragraph  relating  to  the 

deficiency  of  the  Establishm't  was  not  read  to  the  Council  of 

Safety.  [J.  McK.] 


[No.  672.] 
SITUATION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  MOHAWK  VALLEY. 

Colonel  Goose  Van  ScTiaicJc  Complains  of  tlie  Militia  and  Requests 

that  He  Be  not  Rendered  Subordinate  to  General  Herkimer. 

Schenectady  Aug't  4th  1777. 
D'r  General, 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  first  Inst.  I  had  ordered 
one  half  of  the  Militia  of  Schoharie  and  Schenectady  to  march 
immediately  to  the  German  Flatts.  The  Schoharie  Committee 
have  since  informed  me  that  they  have  countermanded  my  Orders 
to  Colo.  Vroman  and  that  none  of  their  Militia  can  be  spared. 
I  have  this  day  been  trying  to  prevail  on  the  militia  of  this  Place 
but  find  to  my  great  Surprize  that  not  a  man  will  go  with  me 
either  from  this  place  or  Schoharie. 

I  have  with  me  Lt.  Colo.  Brooks  with  near  one  hundred  Con- 
tinental troops,  men  &  Boys;  as  none  of  the  Militia  can  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  march  with  me  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  you 
intended  that  I  should  march  on  with  these  and  put  myself  under 
the  Command  of  Genl.  Herkimer  or  send  Lt.  Colo.  Brooks  with 
those  to  the  German  Flatts.     Herkimer  has  all  his  militia  at  the 
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Flatis.  Foil  S.lHiykT  has  been  lately  reinforced  with  350  men  & 
a  quantity  of  Provisions  &  ammunition.  The  Tryon  County  Com- 
mittt-e  in  a  I^etter  to  me  suppose  Fort  Schuyler  to  be  beseiged, 
but  have  no  other  reason  for  it  than  common  report. 

No  Continental  troops  at  Albany  nor  none  expected  made  it 
useless  for  me  to  leave  an  order  for  a  Regt.  to  march  to  my 
Support.  I  left  Colo.  Graton  to  command  at  Albany,  lie  de- 
sired me  to  acquaint  the  General  that  his  Indispot^ition  was 
so  great  that  it  prevented  him  from  going  thro'  the  trouble  & 
fatigue  which  daily  attended. 

I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  you  will  not  put  me  in  a 

Situation  to  be  commanded  by  General  Herkimer,  But  on  the 

contrary  prevent  it  if  that  can  consistently  be  done.     I  am  with 

perfect  Esteem, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

G.  V  gchaick. 
To  Major  (Jeiil.  Schuyler. 

(Copy) 


[No.   673.] 
NOT  DISCOURAGED  BY  BURGOYNE'S  SUCCESS. 
WanhxiKjtwi  Strives  to  Quell  Ahinn  in  New  York  State,  Deplores  the 
Apathy  of  Netc  England  and  Expresses  His  Faith  to  the  Council 

of  Safety. 

II<'ad  Quarters  Philadelphia  August  4th  1777. 
Sir. 

I    have  been  duly  honoured  with  your  several  Favours  of  the 

25th*  27th  &  30th  of  July. 

•  The  communlcationB  alludpd  to  by  Washington  foUow  as  foot  notes,  on  pages  170-171- 
172. 

Sir— Your  Bxr«»llenry'8  letter  of  the  twenty-second  Instant,  has  been  received  and  laid 
before  the  Council. 

As  the  roniiUtution  of  this  State  hath  committed  the  sole  direction  of  the  militia  to  the 
Oorernor,  and  as  Brigadier-General  George  Clinton  hath  been  elected  to  that  office,  the 
'Council  arc  of  opinion  that  any  reHolutions  for  granting  him  authority  to  command  the 
militia  of  four  counties,  when  the  nature  of  his  office  subjects  the  militia  of  the  whole 
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The  Misfortune  at  TlcoDderoga  has  produced  a  very  diaagre- 
able  alteration  in  oup  Affairs,  and  has  thrown  a  Gloom  upon  the 
favourable  Prospect,  which  the  Campaign,  previous  to  that 
Event,  afforded.  But  I  am  in  great  hopes,  the  ill  Consequences 
of  it,  will  not  Continue  to  operate  long,  and  that  tlie  Jealousies 
and  Alarms,  which  so  sudden  and  unexpected  an  Accident  has 
occasioned,  in  the  Minds  of  the  People  both  of  your  State  and  to 
the  Eastward,  will  shortly  subside,  and  give  way  to  the  more  ra- 
tional Dictates  of  self-preservation,  and  regard  to  the  common 
good.  In  fact,  the  worst  effect  of  that  disaster  is,  that  it  has 
served  to  create  those  Distrusts  and  apprehensions;  for  if  the 
matter  were  coolly  and  dispationately  considered,  there  would  be 
found  nothing  so  formidable  in  Mr.  Burgoyne,  and  the  force  un- 
der him,  with  all  his  successes,  as  to  countenance  the  least  lan- 
guor or  despondency;  and  Experience  would  show,  that  a  toller- 
able  degree  of  vigor  in  the  States  more  immediately  interested, 

state  to  ills  orders,  would  be  unnecessary.  And  although  the  complete  organization  of 
the  government  may  be  a  work  of  some  time,  yet,  the  powers  of  calling  forth  the  militia 
being  vested  in  the  Governor,  independent  not  only  of  the  Legislature,  but  every  other 
officer  of  government.  General  Clinton  will  acquire  full  authority  on  his  admission  into 
office,  to  exercise  that  power. 

The  Council  have,  by  letter,  desired  General  Clinton  to  appear  before  them  and  take 
the  oath  of  office,  and  they  expect  he  will  immediately  comply  with  their  request,  as 
they  are  not  informed  of  any  reasons  at  present  which  should     detain  him. 

The  Council  flatter  themselves  that  these  reasons  will  have  equal  weight  with  your 
Excellency,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  they  do  not  conceive  themselves  authorized  to  do  any  acts  not  strictly 
consistent  with  the  design  of  their  appointment  and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  On 
the  Governor's  admission  to  office,  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  State  are  to  be  sur- 
rendered by  the  Council  to  him,  and  of  consequence  they  can  neither  alter  the  nature 
of  those  powers  or  place  them  in  any  other  hands. 

The  Council  are  much  obliged  by  your  Excellency's  regard  to  the  interest  and  welfare 
of  this  State,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  they  will  omit  no  opportunities  of  evinc- 
ing.the  sense  they  entertain  of  the  important  services  you  have  rendered  to  America  in 
general,  and  the  many  instances  of  attention  shown  to  this  State  in  particular. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most 
Obedt.  and  humble  servt.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 
His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 

Sir— By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your 
Excellency  the  enclosed  extracts  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  and  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Council  to  Governor  Trumbull.  _  _ 

Such  is  the  state  of  our  northern  affairs  at  present,  as  to  promise  the  enemy  an  easy 
conquest.  This  State  is  greatly  exhausted,  and  our  New-England  brethren  are  not  yet 
roused.    The  Council  request  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  animate  them  to 
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would  be  suniti'iu  t«»  tluH-k  his  raroor,  and  p.iiiaps  eoiivcrt  the 
advantafjes  he  has  piined  into  his  ruin. 

Hut  while  People  continue  to  view  what  has  happened  through 
the  Mi'diuni  of  Supineness  or  fear,  there  is  no  saying  to  what 
length  an  interprizing  genius  may  push  his  good  Fortune.  I 
have  the  fullest  Confidence,  that  no  endeavours  of  the  Council 
will  be  omitted  to  bring  your  State  (with  the  distresses  of  which 
I  am  sensibly  affected)  to  every  Effort  it  is  Capable  of  making  in 
its  present  mutilated  Condition;  and  they  may  rely  upon  it,  no 
means  in  niy  power  will  be  unemployed,  to  co-operate  with  them, 
in  repelling  the  Danger  that  threatens  the  State,  and  through  it 
the  Continent.  If  I  do  not  give  as  effectual  Aid  as  might  be 
wished  to  the  northern  army,  it  is  not  from  want  of  inclination. 


more  vigorous  and  manly  exertions,  and  they  wish  that  if  the  state  of  military  opera- 
lions  with  which  your  Excellency  is  best  acquainted,  would  admit  of  it,  a  reinforcement 
from  the  southern  States  might  be  obtained  for  our  support;  and  particularly  against 
the  expected  invasion  by  the  way  of  Oswego,  by  the  success  of  which,  they  will  be  more 
Immediately  and  deeply  affected,  as  their  frontiers  as  well  as  those  of  this  State,  would 
bo  thereby  exposed  to  depredation. 

What  new  miracles  Providence  may  have  in  reserve  for  our  deliverance,  or  what  fur- 
ther measures  General  Howe  may  pursue  to  defeat  his  own  purposes,  are  uncertain.  Our 
affairs,  however,  in  the  northern  department,  wear  a  gloomy  aspect,  and  the  Council 
think  it  their  duly  to  leave  no  means  unessayed  to  repel  the  enemy,  and  render  the 
Issue  of  the  present  campaign  glorious  to  the  American  arms. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obcdt.  humble  servt. 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 

Ills  Excellency  Geul.  Washington. 

Sir— Wc  enclose  your  Excellency  the  examination  of  a  prisoner  which  we  have  reason 
to  believe  is  true,  as  It  exactly  corresponds  with  every  other  information  that  we  have 
received  from  that  quarter. 

Our  army  Is  extremely  weak;  the  country  exhausted;  our  neighbors  languid,  and  our 
people  threatened  with  Invasions  on  every  quarter. 

In  this  Btate.  wc  can  only  apply  to  your  Excellency  to  second  our  endeavours;  without 
wblrh  the  enemy  will  easily  accomplish  the  object  which  they  have  so  long  and  earnest- 
ly pursued,  and  obtain  full  possession  of  this  State. 

Governor  Clinton  will  be  quallfled  this  day,  so  that  your  Excellency's  future  requisi- 
tion* from  this  State  will  be  directed  to  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  Kxcollency's  most  obi'dient   humble  servt   Pierre   Van   Cortlandt. 
His  Excellency  Geul.  Washington-  -From  the  Journal  of  Council  of  Safety. 
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nor  from  being  too  little  impressed  with  the  impoiiancc  of  doing 
it  but  because  the  State  of  affairs  in  this  quarter  will  not  |ios 
sibly  admit  of  it.  It  would  be  the  heighth  of  impolicy  to  weaken 
ourselves  too  much  here,  in  order  to  encrease  our  strength  there, 
and  it  must  certainly  be  more  difficult  as  well  as  of  greater  nio 
ment  to  controul  the  main  army  of  the  Enemy,  than  an  inferior, 
and,  I  may  say,  dependent  one;  for  it  is  pretty  obvious  if  General 
Howe  can  be  compleately  kept  at  Bay,  and  prevented  effecting 
any  capital  purposes,  the  Successes  of  General  Burgoigno  what- 
ever they  may  be,  must  be  partial  and  temporary. 

Nothing,  that  I  can  do,  shall  be  wanting  to  rouse  the  Eastern 
States  and  excite  them  to  those  exertions,  which  the  exigency  of 
our  affairs  so  urgently  demands.  I  lament,  that  they  have  not 
yet  done  more — that  so  few  of  their  militia  have  come  into  the 
held,  and  those  few  have  been  so  precipitate  in  returning  home, 
at  this  critical  period.  But  I  have  nevertheless  great  r>  liance 
upon  those  States.  I  know  they  are  capable  of  powerfull  efforts. 
And  that  their  attachment  to  the  cause,  nowithstauding  they 
may  be  a  little  tardy,  will  not  allow  them  long  to  witliohl  theii' 
aid,  at  a  time  when,  their  own  Safety,  that  of  a  Sister  State,  and 
in  a  great  measure,  the  Safety  of  the  Continent  calls  for  their 
greatest  zeal  &  activity.  I  flatter  myself,  the  presence  of  General 
Arnold  and  General  Lincoln  in  the  Northern  department,  will 
have  a  happy  effect  upon  them.  Those  Gentlemen  possess  much 
of  their  confidence  particularly  the  latter,  than  whom  there  is 
perhaps  no  man  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  who  enjoys 
more  universal  esteem  and  popularity.  And,  in  addition  to  that, 
they  are  both  to  be  considered  as  very  valuable  officers. 

You  intimate  a  wish,  that  some  assistance  could  be  drawn 
from  the  Southern  States  at  this  time.    But  while  things  remain 
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in  tlu'ir  pivsont  postun',  and  apiMaianccs  however  illusory  they 
may  prove  in  the  issue,  afford  the  Strongest  reason  to  keep  their 
force  at  home  to  counteract  the  Seeming  intentions  of  General 
Howe,  I  could  neither  ask  nor  expect  them  to  detach  Succours  to 
rh«'  northrin  Stales,  who  arc  so  well  able  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  force  they  now  have  to  Oppose. 

I  hope  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  enemy's  numbers  may  have 
no  injurious  influence  on  our  measures.  There  is  no  circum- 
stance, I  am  acquainted  with,  that  induces  me  to  believe  General 
Hurgoigne  can  have  more  than  five  or  Six  thousand  men;  and  if 
the  force  left  in  Canada  is  so  considerable  as  the  information  you 
send  me  makes  it,  he  cannot  have  even  so  many. 

The  representations  of  prisoners  and  deserters  in  this  respect 
art-  of  liitlf  validity;  their  knowledge  is  always  very  limited,  and 
their  intention,  jiarticularly  the  former,  very  often,  bad.  Beyond 
what  regards  their  own  companies,  little  or  no  attention  is  due 
to  what  they  say.  The  number  of  regiments  your  informant  men- 
tions corresponds  with  other  accounts;  but  in  the  number  of  men 
in  each  company  he  gives  the  establishment,  not,  I  am  persuaded, 
the  actual  State.  The  enemy's  ami}'  in  Canada  last  campaign, 
though  they  snlTered  little  by  action,  must  have  decreased  ma- 
terially, by  sickness  and  other  casualties;  and  if  the  recruits  to 
Ihern,  both  from  England  and  Germany,  bore  any  i»roportion 
to  those,  which  have  reinforced  General  Howe,  the  State  of 
their  regiments  nnist  be  greatly  inferior  to  what  your  inform- 
al ion  iinlds  forili.  J{easoning  by  analogy,  as  far  as  it  will  ap- 
ply. I  cannot  imagine  the  Hritish  regiments  can  exceed  Two  hun- 
dred and  11  fly  men  each,  lil  for  the  held,  or  that  the  foreign 
troops  can  amount  to  many  more  tlian  three  thousand  in  all. 
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The  appoint iiu'iit  of  General  Cliiilon*  lo  ilic  ( ;o\ci  inii.ni  ,,\' 
your  State  is  an  event  that  in  itself  gives  me  great  pleasure,  and 
very  much  abates  the  regret  I  should  otherwise  feel  for  the  loss 
of  his  Services  in  the  military  line.  That  Gentleman's  character 
is  such,  as  will  make  him  peculiarly  useful  at  the  head  of  your 
affairs,  in  a  Situation,  so  alarming  &  interesting  as  that  which 
you  now  experience.  Agreeable  to  your  desire  my  future  appli 
cations  shall  be  made  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  Obedient  Servant 

G'o  Washington. 
[To  the  Council  of  Safety.] 


[No.  674.] 

George  Clinton  Replies  to  the  Address  of  the  Kingston  Church. 

[August  4,  1777.] 
fGentlemen, 

While  I  receive  with  the  highest  Pleasure  this  Testimony  of 
Esteem  from  your  respectable  Body  and  acknowlege  with  Grati- 
tude the  Honor  which  the  Suffrages  of  a  free  People  have  con- 


*In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York,  July  30,  1777. 
A  Proclamation. 


Whereas  His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  has  been  duly  elected  Governor  of  this  Slate 
of  New- York,  and  hath  this  day  qualified  himself  for  the  execution  of  his  office,  by  tak- 
ing in  this  Council  the  oaths  required  by  the  constitution  of  this  State,  to  enable  him  to 
exercise  his  said  office:  This  Council  doth,  therefore,  hereby,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  proclaim  and  declare  the  said  George  Clinton 
Esqr.  Governor,  General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the  militia,  and  Admiral  of  the 
navy  of  this  State,  to  whom  the  good  people  of  this  State  are  to  pay  all  due  obedience, 
according  to  the  laws  and  constitution  thereof. 

By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Pierre  Van  Cortlaudt, 

President. 
God   save  the  people. 
tSee  page  161. 
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ftrnd  upon  me;  I  cannot  but  express  apprehensions  of  my  In- 
ability to  answer  the  Expectations  which  they  are  pleased  to 
form  of  me.  It  shall  however  be  my  earnest  Endeavor  by  a  sedu- 
lous attention  to  the  important  Duties  of  my  Office,  to  merit  their 
approbation  and  I  rely  firmly  on  Divine  Providence  and  the 
Prayers  which  you  offer  to  put  up  in  my  Behalf,  to  render  my 
Services  effectual  in  promoting  the  happiness  of  the  People  com- 
mitted to  my  Charge. 

I  agree  with  you  Gentlemen  in  thinking  that  the  Constitution 
gives  the  fairest  Proniisses  of  Happiness  this  I  shall  study  to  pre- 
serve inviolate  and  thereby  secure  to  the  People  those  Civil  and 
religious  Liberties  which  it  has  with  the  utmost  Liberality  and 
Wisdom  been  attentive  to  establish  and  guard.  And  as  unjust 
Suspicious  and  Fondness  for  Novelty  have  been  ruinous  to  many 
States  you  justly  observe  that  a  Confidence  in  established  Char- 
acters and  the  Promotion  of  tried  Merit  must  contribute  to  the 
General  Welfare.  By  this  salutary  Principle  therefore  I  wish  to 
be  governed  in  the  Part  I  have  to  take  in  the  Distribution  of 
Public  Offices. 

Gentlemen,  I  cannot  dismiss  you  without  giving  my  public 
Testimony  of  the  Patriotism  of  the  Consistory  and  People  of 
Kingston  who  in  Imitation  of  their  brave  ancestors  have  shewn 
tl  emselves  worthy  of  the  inestimable  Privileges  they  enjoy  by 
th'?  Spiiit  and  alacrity  they  have  early  and  uniformly  manifested 
in  their  Defence.  May  it  please  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  Events 
to  Crown  them  with  equal  Glory  and  Success. 

[G.  C] 

[To  the  Minister  &c.  of  the  ]ieforme<l  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
of  Kingston.] 
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[No.  675.] 
LitcJifield,  Conn.,  Gallantly  Gomes  to  the  Rescue  of  the  Albany 

Gommittee. 

♦Litchfield  4th  Aug't  1777  G  oClock  P.  M. 
Gentlemen, 

Yours  of  the  first  Inst,  respecting  the  alarming  Situation  of 
our  northren  affairs  never  reached  us  before  this  moment,  and 
there  being  no  such  body  of  men  as  the  Committee  of  the  County 
of  Litchfield  to  whom  your  letter  was  addressed,  Immeadiatly 
upon  the  reception  of  which  we  gave  our  attention  to  It  and  have 
taken  the  Liberty  of  treating  it  as  if  It  had  been  addressed  to  us. 
We  are  throughly  satisfied  that  the  Committee  of  the  County 
of  Albany  have  ever  exerted  themselfs  in  the  most  Vigirous  man- 
ner for  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  America,  and  notwithstand- 
ing some  peculiar  Difficulties  they  have  laboured  under,  from 
the  opposition  of  the  Troy  interest,  yet  thier  Resolutions 
have  always  been  firm  and  the  Prosecution  of  those  resolu- 
tions Spirited  and  effectual.  Surely  those  Gentlemen  we  shall 
never  be  backward  in  affording  every  Posible  aid  in  our  power 
for  the  Relief  of  the  County  of  Albany  our  feelings  for  the  In- 
habatants  of  that  County  are  as  sinsible  and  Strong  as  for  any 
part  of  the  united  State.  We  are  not  so  narrow,  Contracted,  as 
not  to  extend  every  assistance  in  our  power  as  well  to  the  in- 
habatents  of  a  sister  state  as  to  those  of  our  own,  nor  do  we  im- 
agine that  we  ourselfs  can  long  be  safe  whilst  Desolation  and 
Conquest  overspread  your  State.  Therefore  we  find  ourselves 
under  the  Double  tie  of  inclination  and  Interest  to  Do  everything 
in  Our  Power  for  your  Relief,  Nor  can  any  prejudice  against  our 
Generals  (If  any  Such  had  taken  place  in  our  hearts)  ever  pre- 

*See  page  158;  also  209. 

12 
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vent  us  from  exert iu{^  ourselves  to  the  utmost  in  the  defence  of 
So  Glorious  a  Cause.  In  Short  our  feelings  are  Such  that  we 
would  run  every  llazzard  &  risque  every  danger  for  you  that  we 
wiMild  for  oiHsclvj'S.  At  the  .same  tinie  we  are  iSiusible  that 
We  stand  and  fall  together;  what  is  your  interest  is  ours.  But 
80  it  is  in  this  that  Committee  have  nothing  to  Do  in  the  Military 
Department.  The  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety  are  vested 
with  Powers  to  order  the  militia  into  the  field.  An  application 
therefore  to  any  other  Quarter  for  assistence  must  from  the  na- 
ture of  our  Constitution  be  fruitless,  We  shuld  therefore  have 
forwarded  your  letter  to  Govenour  Trumbull,  had  it  not  been 
just  at  that  Instant  three  quarters  of  our  militia  were  ordered  to 
Peekskill  to  reinforce  our  army  there,  in  Consequence  of  a  Re- 
ijuasiljoii  (if  major  Genl.  Pnlnnm. 
I  am  Gentlemen  your  most  Obdt.  &  humble  Serv't, 

by  order  Lynde  Lord,  chainnan  of  the  Committee 

of  the  Town  of  Litchfield. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  County  of  Albany. 


[No.  676.] 

<ii;M;K.\L  sciirvLKi:  kelieved. 

.\)i<l  Ci  II.  (Idtis  Appointed  to  the  Command  of  the  Northern  Army — 
Wiisliiiiiftim  Ihclinrs  to  Name  l^chui/ler^s  Successor. 

In  Congress  4"  August  1777. 
Congress  look  into  (Nmsideration  the  Letter  from  General 
Washington  wherein  he  wishes  to  be  excused  the  appointment 
<if  an  Onicer  to  cnminand  the  Northern  army;  whereupon  Con- 
gres.s  proceeded  lo  (he  Election  of  an  OlTicer  for  that  Purpose 
and  I  he  r.ullotts  being  taken, 


^>-2,i,^^^  .-^^<:i2^^d^ 
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Major  General  Gates  was  elected  to  that  Command  by  the 
votes  of  eleven  States. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  informed  of  this  ap- 
pointment and  that  he  be  directed  to  order  General  Gates  to 
repair  with  all  possible  Expedition  to  the  Northern  Department 
to  relieve  Major  General  Schuyler. 

Ordered  That  the  Remainder  of  the  Letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment. 

August  5" 

The  Committee  on  the  Northern  Department  to  whom  General 
Washington's  Letter  was  referred  brought  in  a  Report  which 
was  taken  into  Consideration  Whereupon 

Resolved  That  the  commanding  Officer  in  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment be  directed  to  apply  to  the  Executive  Powers  of  the  re- 
spective States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecti- 
cut New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  for  such  a  Number 
of  their  respective  Militia  as  he  shall  judge  sufficient  to  reinforce 
the  Army  under  his  Command. 

That  such  Militia  be  entitled  to  Continental  Pay  and  Rations 
and  be  continued  in  Service  until  the  last  Day  of  November  next 
unless  sooner  discharged  or  relieved  by  Continental  Troops  and 
that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Executive  Powers  of 
the  said  States  to  exert  their  most  vigorous  Efforts  in  comply- 
ing with  the  Requisition  of  the  said  commanding  Officer  without 
Delay,  that  a  speedy  and  effectual  Stop  may  be  put  to  the  Pro- 
gress of  the  Enemy  in  that  Quarter. 
Copy  from  the  Journals  of  Congress. 

William  Ch.  Houston  D.  Secry. 
By  Order  of  Congress. 
John  Hancock  Presid't. 
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[No.  677.] 

Rallying  the  Forces  to  the  Highlands. 

[Aug.  5,  1777.] 

Sir, 

By  Dispatches  just  R^c'd  from  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washing- 
ton* dated  at  Chester  in  Pensylvania  1st  Aug'l,  1  am  informed 
that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  have  left  the  Capes  of  Delaware  &  are 
steering  Eastward  &  his  Excellency  is  fully  of  0])iuion  they 
intend  [proceeding]  up  Hudson's  River.  From  this  Intelligence 
&  the  great  Preparations  making  by  the  Enemy  at  Kings  Bridge 
for  an  Expedition,  I  have  not  the  least  Doubt  but  that  their  De- 
signs are  against  this  Quarter  &  by  vigorous  Exertion  they  hope 
to  join  their  two  Armies  before  ours  can  arrive  to  oppose  them. 
His  Excellency  is  apprehensive  of  this  also  &  has  requested  me 
to  call  out  all  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  oppose  the  Enemy  till 
he  can  arrive  with  his  Army.  You  will,  therefore,  on  receipt 
hereof  with  the  utmost  Expedition  march  your  Kegt.  to  Fort 
Montgomery  compleatly  armed  and  accoutred,  leaving  the  fron- 
tier Companies  at  Home  embodied  &  on  Duty  to  guard  ag't  any 
small  Parties  of  Tories  Indians.  I  mean  to  repair  to  the  Fort 
with  all  Expedition  &  take  the  Command. 
I  am  your  Most  Obed't 

[G.  C] 

D'r  letters  to  Colo.  Fields,  Luddingt(m  &  Brinkerhoof  for  Peeks 
Kill,  to  Col.  Woodhull  &  Allison,  McClaury  Haasbrouck  for 
Fort  Montgomery,  to  Colo.  Hcathhorn  for  the  Posts  at  Syd- 
nam's  Bridge.  Allison  &  McClaury  only  to  leave  Frontier 
Companies  at  Home. 

•See  WaxhlDffton  to  George  Clinton  page  186;  WaBhington  to  Putnam  page  149  foot  note. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  isi 

[No.  678.] 

EXPKESS  RIDERS  CHOSEN. 

To  Maintain  Communication  Beticeen  the  American  Forces  in  Hu: 

North  and  South. 

Orders  Kingston  5th  Ang"t  1777. 

Capt.  Salisbury  of  the  Kingston  Light  Horse  is  to  furnish  a 
Detachment  of  his  Company  to  consist  of  one  Non  Commissioned 
Officer  &  six  Privates  to  be  stationed  at  Kingston  &  between 
that  and  the  Northern  Army  in  the  most  Convenient  Manner  to 
serve  as  Expresses  between  the  Northern  &  Southern  Armies; 
their  particular  Stations  will  be  assigned  them  by  the  Council 
of  Safety;  an  Equal  Number  of  Capt.  WoodhulPs  Company  will 
be  stationed  at  New  Burgh  &  between  that  &  Fort  Montgomery 
&  so  to  Head  Quarters  in  order  that  the  Earliest  Advices  may  be 
Communicated  to  either  Department  of  the  army  &  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety.  As  soon  as  the  particular  Stations  are  fixt  for 
these  Detachments  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  &  Genl. 
Schuyler  is  to  be  advised  thereof. 

When  any  Person  belonging  to  this  Detachm't  shall  be  charged 
with  Dispatches  he  is  to  be  careful  to  deliver  them  to  one  of  the 
Detachm't  at  the  next  Station,  to  be  iininediatly  carried  forward 
and,  if  at  any  Time  the  Person  at  such  station  shall  be  absent, 
the  Person  possessed  of  the  Dispatches  is  in  such  Case  to  proceed 
without  Delay  to  the  next  Station  &  so  on  till  he  shall  find  one 
of  the  Party  to  take  Charge  &  forward  the  same,  never  Trusting 
them  out  of  his  Possession  but  with  one  of  the  Party  whose  Duty 
it  is  to  forward  them. 

Colos.  Pawling's  Snyder's  Graham,  Freere's  Umphrey's  & 
Southerland's  Regiments  are  in  Adition  to  the  late  Orders  given 
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tlR'iii  lu  liold  themselves  in  perfect  readiness  to  march  on  Mo- 
ment's w•a^uinJ,^  And  if  the  Enemy  shoud  approach  the  Western 
Frontiers  of  Ulster  County,  Colo.  Pawling  will  send  out  proper 
Parties  to  prevent  their  distressing  the  Inhabitants  to  be  detached 
from  his  &  Colo.  Snyder's  Kegiment,  for  which  Purpose  the 
Frontier  Comp'y  of  Allison's  &  McClaghry's  Regim'ts  are  left  at 
Home.  The  Detachments  of  Light  Horse  are  to  keep  exact  Ac- 
counts of  their  Extra  Expence  that  the  same  may  be  paid  them 
&  charged  to  the  public. 

[G.  C] 
Copies  sent  &  Original  left  with  Council  of  Safety. 


[No.  679.] 

The  Reverend  John  Mason's  Congratulations. 

New  Windsor  Aug.  5th  1777. 

Sir, 

The  present  state  of  our  publick  affairs  not  permitting  me  to 
address  you  as  the  Representative  of  a  religious  Society,  and  my 
private  circumstances  rendering  it  impracticable  for  me  to  wait 
in  person  upon  you,  give  me  leave  in  this  manner  heartily  to 
congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  great  honour  which  the 
suffrages  of  your  Countrymen  have  conferred  upon  you,  in  call- 
ing you  to  be  the  first  Governor  of  this  free  and  independant 
State — a  State  established  upon  the  basis  of  Civil  and  Religious 
Liberty,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  soon  be  triumphant  over  all  the 
Seductive  arts  and  violent  measures  of  our  unnatural  Brethren, 
who  h-AM'  Invnded  this  Continent  to  estalili.sh  a  System  of  despot- 
ism and  tyrrany. 
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Were  I  to  follow  the  fashionable  mode  of  Congratulatory  Ad- 
dressers, I  would  send  your  Excellency  a  number  of  high  sea- 
soned compliments— celebrating  your  capacity,  your  zeal,  your 
courage,  your  integrity  &c.  But  as  I  hate  flattery,  which  I  know 
would  be  very  disagreeable  to  you,  as  it  is  to  every  man  of  sense, 
penetration,  and  dignity  of  mind,  I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  the 
desire  of  my  heart,  that  your  Excellency  may  be  enabled,  by  the 
grace  of  God  to  fulfill  the  complicated  duties  of  your  high  and 
important  Station — promoting  a  publick  reformation  of  manners 
both  by  your  authority  and  example,  displaying  the  Majesty  of 
■Justice  by  the  steadiness  and  impartiality  of  your  Administra- 
tion, asserting  and  defending  with  exemplary  wisdom  and  in- 
trepidity the  rights  of  this  injured  country  against  every  invasion 
of  arbitrary  power,  and  pursuing  through  all  the  stages  of  pub- 
lick,  and  private  life,  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  will  abide  the 
trial  of  the  Great  God  who  sets  up  one  and  casts  another  down, 
and  will  pass  a  just  and  righteous  Sentence  upon  the  Rulers  of 
the  world  as  well  as  others,  from  which  there  lies  no  appeal. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir 

Your  Excellency's  very  humble  and  obed't  Serv't 

John  Mason. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  680.] 
George  Clinton  Reports  to  Oen.  Putnam  that  Reinforcements  Have 

Been  Ordered  to  Him. 
D'r  Sir, 

In  Consequence  of  your  Letter  of  yesterday  I  have  ordered  the 
three  Regiments  of  Militia  of  Colo.  Field,  Luddinglon  and  Biin- 
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k»>rhof  to  march  with  all  possible  Expedition  completely  armed 
and  accoutred  to  the  R^Mnforcement  of  the  Army  under  your 
Command. 

I  shall  set  out  for  Fort  Montgomery  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  permit  me — to  reinforce  which  &  the  Posts  at  Sydnam's 
Bridge  I  have  ordered  5  other  Regt.  of  the  militia  of  this  State. 
I  am  DY  Sir  with  much  Esteem 

Your  most  obed'  se' 

[G.C.] 
His  Honor  Genl.  Putnam. 

Kingston  Aug't  5"  1777. 

The  Situation  of  our  Northern  Affairs  will  not  admit  of  calling 

out  more  of  the  Militia  for  the  Service  at  present. 


GOVERNOR  CLINTON  PROROGUES  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Submits  to  the  Council  of  Safety  Letters  From  Washington  and 
ruttiam — General  Putnam  «s/.-.s  liim  to  talcc  Command  of  his  old 
Post — CUn  ton's  Proclam  at  ion. 

I 
•Gentlemen — As  the  public  emergencies  render  the  meeting  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  at  this  time  extremely  inexpedient, 
as  will  appear  in  some  measure  by  the  papers  herewith  delivered 
you,  I  think  it  advisable  to  prorogue  the  Senate  and  Assembly 
until  the  20th  instant;  but  as  this  can  not  be  done  in  the  accus- 
tomed form,  for  want  of  a  great  seal,  I  wish  to  have  the  senti- 
ments and  advice  of  your  Honourable  Board,  on  the  propriety  un- 
der those  circumstances,  of  proroguing  the  Senate  and  Assembly 
hv  firo(;lamation,  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Kingston,  ."jth  August,  1777. 

'From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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II 

*Chestor,  Ist  Au^^  1777. 
Dear  Sir — I  had  proceeded  thus  far  in  order  to  look  out  for  a 
proper  place  to  arrange  the  army,  when  I  received  the  provoking 
account,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  left  the  Capes  of  Delaware  yes- 
terday, and  steered  eastward  again.  I  shall  return  again  with 
the  utmost  expedition  to  the  North  river;  but  as  a  sudden  stroke 
is  certainly  intended  by  this  manoeuvre,  I  beg  you  will  imme- 
diately call  in  every  man  of  the  militia  that  you  possibly  can,  to 
strengthen  the  Highland  posts.  The  importance  of  Fort  Mont- 
gomery is  such,  that  I  wish  you  to  repair  immediately  to  it  if 
you  possibly  can,  consistent  with  the  duties  of  the  office  upon 
which  you  have  newly  entered. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yr.  most  obd.  ser. 

Go.  Washington. 
Geo.  Clinton. 


Ill 

*Peekskill,  August  4th,  1777. 

Dear  Sir — Last  night,  ten  o'clock,  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Washington,!  advising  that  the  enemy's  fleet  left  the  Capes 
of  Delaware  the  last  day  of  July,  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
that  they  are  undoubtedly  designed  against  this  post,  directing 
me  to  call  for  the  militia  from  this  State  and  Connecticut  imme- 
diately to  come  in.  I  sent  off  to  Connecticut  about  three  o'clock 
this  morning,  to  Govr.  Trumbull,  Generals  Woolcot  and  Silliman; 
and  what  renders  the  point  clear,  is  there  having  so  many  troops 


•From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safely. 
fSee  page  149,  foot  note. 
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at  Kind's  IJridp*.  Tlii<f  limulnil  hursi-s  <;iiih'  i  licrc  llic  (illicr  <l:i,v 
from  Long  islaiul,  with  horses  and  iariiajj;es,  and  ^reat  prepara- 
tions liavc  Imm'ii  nuikin;;  llicrc  as  ili<in-li  sonic  iniiM.iianl  .'xpcdi- 
tion  was  on  foot.  As  you  are  acquainted  witli  all  this  country, 
and  can  reinh-r  infinite  service  by  being  present,  I  must  entreat 
3-ou  to  come  immediately  down,  if  it  may  possibly  consist  with 
your  duty  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State,  and  resume  your 
old  post  for  a  short  time,  and  call  all  the  militia  of  the  State  to 
our  immediate  assistance. 

I  am,  most  respectfully. 

Your  obedt,  humb.  servt. 

Israel  Putnam. 
Uis  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton. 


IV 

•p.y  His  Kxccllcncy  George  Clinton,  Esqr  Governor  of 
[L.  S.]  the  State  of  New  York,  General    and    Commander-in- 
Chief  of  all  the  Militia,  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the 
same. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
W  licr<as  the  public  emergencies  do  at  this  time  render  a  meet- 
ing (jf  the  Legislature  of  this  State  inexpedient,  I  do  theiefore 
by  viihie  (if  the  authority  reposed  in  me  by  the  constitution 
ihereof,  inorogue  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State,  until 
the  twentieth  day  of  this  instant,  August,  and  the  said  Senate 
and  Assembly  aie  hereby  prorogued  until  that  day,  of  which  the 
jjeojile  of  this  State  are  required  to  take  notice  and  govern  them- 
selves accoidingly. 


'From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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Given  uiider  my  hand  and  soal  at  arms  at  Kiii^slon,  in  llw 
county  of  Ulster,  this  fifth  day  of  August  in  tlu'  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven.    ■ 

Geo.  Clinton. 
By  His  Excellency's  command, 
Stephen  Lush,  Secry. 

God  save  the  People. 


[No.  681.] 
Discouragement  in  Schenectady  Because  of  the  Loss  of  Ticonderoga. 
Committee  Chamber  at  Schenectady  5  Aug't  1777. 

Honored  Sir, 

We  are  sorry  to  be  under  the  Necessity  of  informing  you  of  the 
disagreeable  Situation  of  our  Affairs  in  this  place  at  present. 
The  Inhabitants  in  General  seem  much  dejected.  Since  the  Loss 
of  Tyconderoga  many  of  them  who  formerly  seemed  warm  in  the 
Interest  of  the  Country  are  now  quite  cool,  or  rather  inclined 
to  the  other  side.  We  believe  this  change  of  Sentiment  in  many 
of  them  to  be  greatly  owing  to  the  bad  counsel  and  advice,  they 
daily  receive  from  disaffected  Persons  who  begin  to  be  pretty 
numerous  amongst  us.  We  are  unable  to  take  any  measures  to 
prevent  their  spreading  Influence,  or  any  thing  else  for  want 
of  a  few  Troops  to  support  us.  A  few  days  ago  we  issued  a  war- 
rant to  impress  a  number  of  waggons  to  go  and  relieve  those 
who  have  been  a  considerable  lime  in  the  Service,  but  the  (.'oii- 
stables  returned  without  getting  one  for  want  of  force  lo  i»iit 
the  warrant  into  execution.  We  beg  you  will  take  our  case  into 
consideration,  and  if  you  can  spare  them,  send  about  Sixty  men 
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with  ^'(►od  Oflicor  to  romnin  ^vi^h   us  some  time  aud  you  will 
greatly  oblige 

Uonored  Bir,  Yuur  most  Obed't  Humble  Servant 

By  Order  of  the  Committee: 
Reyn'e  Mynderse,  Chairman. 
To  Genl.  Schuyler. 

(Copy.) 


[No.  682-3.] 

COMMODORE  WYNKOOP  AGAIN. 

He  Congratulates  the  Governor  and  Petitions  the  Council  for  an 

Adjustment  of  His  Accounts. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Governour 

Commander  In  Chief,  In  and  over  the  State  of 
New  York  and  Admiral  of  the  Navey: 
It  is  with  pleasure  I  Congratulate  your  Excellency,  on  your 
Accession  to  the  Government  of  the  State  of  New  York.  May 
that  God  who  has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hands.  Direct 
your  wayes,  Give  you  Wisdom  and  Knowledge  to  Rule  &  Govern 
this  people  in  Such  a  manner  as  may  Tend  to  his  Glory;  and  the 
preservation  <if  this  State;  It  is  the  Happiness  of  people  where 
Rulers  are  Exampilary  for  Good.  Our  State  is  in  a  Convulsed 
Condition  through  the  Weaked  Incendaries  of  Britain  Amongst 
us,  but  Still  they  Can  Go  no  farther  then  they  are  permited,  and 
I  hope  that  these  proud  waves  may  In  a  Short  time  be  Stayed, 
and  your  F^xcellency  may  have  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  peace 
Harmony  and  plenty  abound  amonst  us  Is  the  wishes  of  your 
most  Obedient  &  Very  llble.  Serv't 

Jacobus  Wynkoop. 
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S'r  Inclosed  I  Sond  you  a  iiionioi-ial*  to  the  IFdiiomal.lo 
United  States  of  America  In  Congress  Assembled  Dated  ye  27th 
of  August  1776  Unanswered,  and  a  Coppy  of  a  Letter  to  the 
Honourable  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York  which 
I  Expect  will  Come  before  your  Excellency,  and  hope  It  may 
be  Taken  into  Consideration  and  my  Greavanee  have  an  End 
from  S'r  your  most  obt.  &  V:  H,  Serv't, 

Jacobus  Wynkoop. 
Albany  August  .6th  1777. 

Coppy) 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York. 
Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  the  Utmost  Difficulty,  that  I  am  Induced  to  ask 
your  Attention,  but  my  Difficulties  will  plead  for  the  freedom, 
and  my  Greavanee  will  Excuse  in  Some  measure,  the  Aid  and 
Assistance  which  I  ask  of  this  Honourable  House. 

On  the  13th  of  April  1776  Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Com- 
mitte  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York  as  also  that  of  major 
General  Schuylers,  I  took  the  Command  of  the  Vessels  on  Lake 
Champlain  as  Commadore,  from  which  to  this,  I  have  bin  Kept 
In  Susspence  Respecting  my  pay  and  Arangement  my  memorial 
to  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress  on  the  Subject  of  Last 
year  Unanswered, 

From  the  Above  Circumstances,  It  mus  Appear  that  my  Acts, 
are  Unsetled,  nor  do  I  Know  how  to  proceed  with  the  Officers 
&  men  which  Served  with  me,  in  Adjusting  their  Acts.  Unless 
Assisted  by  the  friendly  Aid  of  your  Honourable  House,  to  which 
the  Commander  In  Chief  of  the  Northren  Department  Advises 
me  to  Apply  to. 

*See  Volume  I,  page  32L 
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Siiui-    tlif    Evacuaiiou   of   Tkon(lc'ro{ia   &   Fort   Georjj;e,    the 

men  belouginp  to  the  Navey  have  bin  Discharged  the  Oflicers  to 

wait  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  and  In  the  mean  time,  Shall 

always  be  Happy,  to  be  Distinguished  with  my  Command  from 

the  State  to  which  I  Belong.     I  Leave  the  whole  to  your  wise 

Consideration,  and  Remain  with  all  Due  Respect  your  most  Obt. 

and  Very  II.  Serv't 

Jacobus  Wynkoop.* 

Albanv  Aug't  Gth  1777. 


[No.  684.] 

Military  Resolutions  of  Congress. 

In  Congress  6"  August  1777. 
Resolved, 

That  Major  General  Gates  inform  those  States  whom 

he  shall  apply  to  for  Militia  that  Congress  think  it  impossible 

in   the   present   Circumstances   of   Things   to   adhere    to    settle 

Quotas  which  ought  to  be  called  out  from  each  particular  State. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  a  Deputy  Commissary 
General  of  Issues  for  the  Northern  Department  in  the  Room  of 
Mr.  Elisha  Avery  who  has  resigned  and  the  Ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  James  Blicker  was  elected. 

Resolved  That  in  Case  Mr.  Blicker  this  Day  appointed  Deputy 
Commissary'  General  of   Issues   for   the   Northern   Department 


•As  wUJ  be  Been  from  his  correspondence,  Commodore  Wynkoop  was  an  agressive  of- 
ficer. He  was  reinstated  to  bis  command  In  March,  1777,  and  retained  it  until  the  evac- 
uation of  Ticondero(?a.  October  12,  1777,  he  took  command  of  the  guns  at  Kingston,  and 
after  Vaugban's  destruction  of  the  town,  Wynkoop  was  engaged  in  raising  the  "Lady 
Washington"  galley.  The  following  May,  Gen.  Conway  ordered  him  to  Coeymans  to  pre- 
pare the  Bloops  and  batleaux  destined  for  the  defense  of  the  Hudson.  July  25,  1781,  he 
was  court-martlalled  for  disobedience  of  orders  at  Wawarsing.  He  claimed.  In  'he  be- 
ginning of  17S3.  that  Congress  owed  him  956  pounds,  6  shillings  and  8  pence.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1790,  he  obtained  from  the  State  of  New- 
York,  500  acres  In  the  township  of  Manilas,  600  acres  in  the  township  of  Locke,  500  acres 
Id  the  township  of  Ovid.  In  1787  he  commanded  the  brig  "Esopus"  plying  between 
Kingston  and  the  West  Indies.  He  died  May  4,  1795,  aged  seventy  years.— State 
Historian. 
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shall  decline  the  Office  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  waid 
Department  be  authorized  to  appoint  another  Person  in  liin  Hhad 
and  inform  Congress  thereon. 

Resolved  That  the  Commissary  General  of  Musters  be  here- 
after allowed  the  Pay  and  Rations  of  a  Colonel  that  the  Pay  of 
his  Deputy  Commissaries  General  be  increased  to  sixty  DollarH 
a  Month  and  of  Muster  Masters  to  forty  five  Dollars  a  Month. 

Resolved  That  the  several  Muster  Masters  be  directed  to  omit 
making  the  Returns  to  the  Paymaster  and  Deputy  Pay  masters 
General  which  have  been  heretofore  ordered  by  Congress. 
Copy  from  the  Journals. 

William  Ch.  Houston  D.  Secry. 
By  Order  of  Congress. 

John  Hancock  Presid't. 


[No.  685.] 
THE  BATTLE  OF  ORISKANY. 

Gapt.  DeygeH  Reports   the  Ambuscade  cmd   the  Death  of    Ocn. 

HerMmer  to  Gen.  Schuyler. 

(Copy) 

Canajoharra  ye  G  of  May*  1777. 

Sir, 

Agreable  to  your  Excellency's  Instruction  the  Militia  of  this 
County  under  the  Command  of  Genl.  Harkimer,  march'd  on  the 
3d  of  this  Instant  to  reinforce  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Schuyler,  on 
Wednesday  the  5th  between  Arisco  and  the  Fort,  the  Militia  were 
attacked,  and  according  to  what  Information  I  have  as  yet  re- 
ceived, the  Militia  are  entirely  cut  to  Pieces;  the  General  is  kilUd 

(•Endorsed:  Copy  Letter  from  Capt.  Dygert  to  Genl.  Schuyler  Dated  Connjoharra 
Augt.  6,  1777.)  Tbe  date  of  the  letter  "  May  6th  "  Is  an  error.  The  battle  of  Oriskany. 
where  Gen.  Herkimer  was  mortally  wounded,  was  fought  August  6th,  1777.- State 
Historian. 
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with  most  of  the  Field  Officers;  the  Number  of  the  Enemy  that 
made  the  Attack  is  no  wise  ascertained,  but  are  thought  to  be 
very  numerous;  the  Fort  by  all  accounts  received  was  attacked 
before  the  Militia  marched,  but  in  what  manner  we  know  not, 
whether  by  Indians  firing  with  small  arms  at  a  Distance  to  con- 
fine our  People  within  the  Fort,  or  whether  their  main  Body 
was  near  advanced  or  not  I  cannot  say;  therefore  hope  you  will 
immediately  send  assistance  or  this  Quarter  must  of  course  fall 
into  the  Enemie's  Hands,  as  the  whole  of  the  Militia  was  in  the 
Engagement  except  a  few  Guards  that  were  stationed  in  differ- 
ent Places  in  the  County  consisting  of  the  old  men  and  those 
not  able  to  march,  so  that  we  cannot  if  the  accounts  received  be 
true,  (which  there  is  too  much  Ground  for)  raise  another  Force  to 
make  any  Stand  with,  Your  Compliance  will  much  oblige  Your 
most  humble  Servant  and  sincere  Friend  in  the  Cause 

Peter  S.  Deygart  Capt'n. 
His  Excellency  Major  Genl.  Philip  Schuyler. 


[No.  686.] 
Commissary  Pnuldimfs  Account  of  Flour,  from  March  to  August. 
William  Paulding  Esqr. 

To  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Dr. 
To  sundry  Quantities  of  Flour  Casks  purchased  for  liini  as  fol- 
lows to  ^vit, 

15th  March  1777. 
From  Walter  Degraave  166  at  40  /  pr  Ton  £  20—15—0 

From  George  Coleman  13  Ton  &  4  Barrels  at  40/ 

pr  Ton  26—10—0 
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Till  Apl. 

From  Michael  Sickles  03  at  2/  G  pr  f'ask  7_i7_o 

From  Sylvaiuis  White        at  104  la— 12 — 0 

25th  Apl.  1777. 

From  Nehemiah  Denton  24  Barrels  at  2/ G  3 — 0 — 0 

28th  May  1777 

From  Nehemiah  Denton  47  Barrels  at  3  pr  Barrell  7 — 1—0 

1st  Aug't  1777 
For  4  Ton  Do  at  48  /  9—12—0 

For  6  Ton  Do  at  G4/               19_4— o  28— 10— 0 


[No.  087.] 
MAJOR  JANSEN  APPREHENSIVE. 

Notifies  the  Council  of  Safety  that  the  Tories  of  Livingston  Manor 

May  Make  Trouhle. 

Manor  Livingston  7th  Ang't  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

As  our  Regiment  is  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  Sarogh- 

toga,  by  the  request  and  Orders  of  Brigadier  Geneial  Abraham 

Ten  Brook,  Wee  purpose  to  proceed  on  the  march  by  lo  morrow 

at  Ten  OClock;  but  am  Sorry  to  acquaint  you  that  theie  is  still 

a  great  many  disaffected  persons  among  us,  altho'  discharged 

lately  by  the  Act  of  Grace  by  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to 

the  State  «&ca.  of  whom  there  is  some  refuses  to  march.    I  iui- 

magine  and  have  reason  to  Suspect  they  may  in  my  Absence  take 

the  advantage  and  distroy  my  Buildings,  and  the  more  as  I  have 

in  Store  30  Hh'ds  of  Sugar,  &  30  Hh'ds  of  molasses  for  the  Cnited 

States,  and  Expect  a  number  of  Teams  this  day  likewise  with  a 

13 
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Quantity  of  Sail  lur  this  Stale,  all  wliicli  iu  uiy  Uiiinluu  lays  at  a 
groat  risque,  if  I  ]»roceed  witliout  leaving  any  Guard,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  acquaint  the  Ilonoralile  the  Council  wiih  the  prem- 
isses, so  as  that  if  any  accident  should  happen  in  my  absence, 
that  tlie  IJlanie  wouhl  not  he  lay'd  to  my  neglect.  I  beg  your 
hon'rs  will  be  jdeas'd  to  enfoiin  me  pr  this  Express  Doctor 
Thomson  how  to  act  in  the  premisses. 

As  I  am  much  hurried  must  refer  you  Gent'l  to  Doct.  Thomp- 
son the  Berrer  for  further  particulars  with  great  respect  &  Es- 
teem I  am  GentTn 

Your  hon'rs  most  Obed't  and  very  humble  Serv't 

Dirck  Janseu. 
The  Honorable  The  Council  of  Safety 

Esopus. 

The  within  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Letter  of  Major  Dirck  Jansen. 

John  McKesson  Secry  to  the  Council  of 

■  Safety  New  York. 


[No.  C88.] 
PREJUDICE  AGAINST  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Christopher  Tappcn  Furnishes  George  Clinton  with  Interesting 

Neus — Gloomy  Aspect  of  Affairs. 
D'r  Brother, 

The  inclosed  Letter  came  to  Hand  last  night  which  by  the  Ad- 
vice of  some  Gent'm  in  [I]  took  the  Liberty  to  Open.  I  ik.w  do 
myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  it  to  you  by  Express. 

Our  Northern  Affairs  have  still  a  very  Gloomy  Aspact  as  you 
will  see  by  the  Letters  sent  yesterday  by  your  man  Thomas — 
since  which  an  Express  arrived  here  with  a  Letter  from  the  Dy 
Commissary  Genl.  to  the  Committee  to  furnish  a  Number  of 
Waggons  for  the  public  Service.    This  Express  says  that  our 
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Army  have  been  twice  allanned;  that  Gcnl.  Schuyler  did  at  each 
Time  in  Order  to  Spirit  up  his  Troops,  undertake  to  Address 
them  with  a  Speech,  but  the  last  time  he  was  inturrupted  by  the 
discharge  of  a  piece  and  the  Wissiling  of  the  Ball  near  his  Head 
that  the  Genl.  was  to  be  down  at  the  City  of  Albany  on  the  Day 
he  left  it  which  was  Wednesday. 

When  I  reflect  on  the  Conduct  of  our  wise  politichans  How 
they  have  exerted  themselves  to  Re-establish  that  Gent'ms  com- 
mand in  that  Department  it  gives  me  pain.  They  have  not  only 
rendered  that  Gentleman's  situation  very  disagreable  and  his 
Life,  precarious,  but  have  Cast  by  means  thereof  such  a  Cloud 
of  difficulties,  that  God  only  knows  whether  this  may  not  be 
the  Cause,  if  our  State  falls  a  sacrifice  to  the  Enemy, — I  shall 
not  dwell  on  this  Subject  as  you  are  perhaps  better  acquainted 
with  this  matter  than  I  am — trust  that  God  will  save  and  pro- 
tect this  State  from  ruin  and  distruction. 

I  am  Your's  Affectionately 

Christ'r  Tappen. 
Aug't  8th  1777. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  New  Windsor. 


[No.  689.] 
CLINTON  COMPLAINS  TO  WASHINGTON. 

Indifference  of  New  England  in  Coming  to  the  Assistance  of  New 
York — Danger  to  our  Western  Frontier— Militia  Under  Marching 

orders. 

Fort  Montgomery  9th  Aug't  1777, 

Dear  Sir, 

Immediatly  on  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  direct- 
ing from  1000  to  1500  of  the  Militia  of  this  &  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut to  reinforce  the  Garrison  &  the  Army  under  Genl.  Put- 
nam, I  issued  orders  for  drawing  out  810  including  Non  Com- 
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missioned  otVinM-s  fi«»in  iliis  Si;Ut'  I'ur  the  above  Pimikjsos.  Since 
wlii«li  1  have  liccn  indnrcti  by  ilic  Situation  of  our  AtTairs  to  the 
Noithwanl.  in  addition  to  tlic  above  dumber  to  order  out  500 
of  the  Militia  from  the  Noithnn  Parts  of  I'lstcr  ^:  Dntdiess 
Counties,  Kmmi  fi-oni  ihr  County  of  Albany.  5(1(1  t'idin  the  County 
of  Tryon.  lo  rcinforto  the  Aiiny  under  Conmiand  <tf  (Icnl.  Scliuy- 
ler  iV  lo  euniinue  ill  Service  till  the  1st  of  Xov'r  next,  unless 
your  Excellency  shall  think  projior  to  dismiss  them  before. 
Those  from  the  two  former  Counties  I  liave  Reason  to  beleive 
are  by  this  Time  on  their  March,  but  I  liavo  not  yet  been  advised 
what  Success  they  have  experienced  in  getting  the  Proporfion 
allotted,  for  the  other  Counties  I  fear  not  so  good  as  coud  be 
wislied. 

The  l'eoi»le  in  tliat  Quarter  consider  their  Western  Fi-ontier 
equally  liable  to  the  Jncursions  of  tlie  Enemy  and  intluenced 
by  this  C«msi<leration  are  loath  to  Leave  their  Famillies  exposed 
to  join  our  Army;  add  to  this  as  the  Enemy  advance,  many  of 
the  best  of  the  Inhabitants  are  employed  in  moving  off  their 
Famillies  &  Effects.  Indeed  I  have  always  observed  that  the 
Militia  of  any  Part  of  the  Country  most  in  Danger  are  for  the 
above  Reasons  least  forward  in  opposing  the  Enemy  some  too 
decline  acting  with  Spirit  from  unwortliy  Principles. 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  Lst  Instant  Dated  at  Chester 
I  received  in  Kingston  on  Wensday  last  whereupon  I  ordered 
4  Regiments  of  Militia  to  this  Post,  3  in  join  (ienl.  Putnam  at 
Peek's  Kill  ;ind  one  ((.  «ic.iipy  the  Post  at  the  Mouth  of  tlie 
Clove.  The  last  of  those  ordered  here  arived  yesterday.  I  learn 
from  (Jenl.  Putnam  those  designed  f(.r  him  ai-e  also  arrived  at 
Peeks  Kill.  All  ihe  Remainder  of  the  Militia  of  the  StaK'  are  uu 
dor  march'g  <.r<leis.     I  mver  knew  Militia  come  out  with  greater 
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alacrity  but  as  most  of  tlioin  liavo  smil  I'.iii  ..t  il„.ir  ihnvoHt 
yet  in  the  Field,  I  fear  it  will  bo  dinicult  to  dciMin  i|„.|n  l.,ii-  m, 
less  the  Enomy  make  some  Movements  11i;il  indicate  a  l).-si;rn 
of  coming  this  Way  suddenly  &  so  obvious  as  to  be  so  b.li.vcd 
by  them. 

I  cant  but  express  my  Surprize  that  no  Reinfoiccinciits  as  I 
have  heard  have  yet  arrived  to  our  Northern  Army  from  the  East- 
ward, The  want  of  Confidence  in  the  General  Officers  to  the 
Northward  is  the  specious  Reason  to  me  it  appears  a  very  ^Veak 
one;  the  mutilated  &  distressed  Condition  of  this  State,  makes 
our  utmost  Exertions  to  oppose  the  Common  Enemy  appear  but 
little  better  than  one  half  of  it  being  out  of  our  Possession.  Com- 
mon Gratitude  to  a  Sister  State  as  well  Duty  to  the  Continent 
at  large  conspire  in  calling  on  our  Eastern  Neighbours  to  step 
forth  on  this  Occasion  &  more  especially  as  they  only  are  in  a 
Situation  Tottally  to  destroy  Genl.  Burgoyne's  Army  by  inter- 
cepting his  Supplies  &  even  cutting  off  his  Retreat  to  the  Lakes. 

The  Detachment  of  810  for  this  Garrison  &  Peek's  Kill  are 
not  yet  compleated  owang  to  the  Body  of  the  Militia  being  so 
suddently  called  out,  but  will  be  effected  immedially  on  their 
Return  Home  till  which  I  w^ill  endeavour  to  detain  an  Kiiual 
Number  of  them  here. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  Resolves  of  Congress  for  recruit- 
ing the  Army  alluded  to  in  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  4th 
In5^taut;  as  soon  as  they  come  to  Hand  I  will  do  every  Thing  in 
my  Power  to  render  them  effectual  &  forward  the  Information 
requested.    I  am  with  much  Esteem 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obcd't  Serv't 
G.  C. 

[To  Gen,  Washington.] 
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[No.  G90.] 

CLINTON  WRITES  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

He  Expluius  Why  He  Remained  in  Command  at  the  Highlands 

Instead  of  Procccdini]  vsith  the  Northern  Army. 

Yovt  Montgomery  Aug't  9  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

I  uni  honoivd  with  your  Favor  of  Aug't  7  inclosing  Copies  of 
Letters  from  C.eneral  Srliuyler*  to  Congress  and  your  Board. 


•Schuyler  to  Pierre  Van  Corllandt:    Stillwater.  August  4th,  1777. 

Sir— I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  cf  this  date,  which  I  have  done 
myself  the  honour  lo  address  to  Congress.  The  Council  of  Safety  will  thereby  see  the 
alarming  situation  our  affairs  are  in;  and  I  tiust  they  will  continue  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  will  tend  to  preserve  the  State  from  the  ruin  with  which  it  is  threatened. 

Perhaps,  if  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  was  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  militia, 
they  would  turn  out  in  great  numbers,  and  afford  us  such  a  reinforcement  as  to  enable 
us  to  keep  our  ground;  and  if  the  eastern  States  should  also  send  succours,  we  should 
then  in  all  probability  be  able  to  ruin  General  Burgoyne's  army;  for  if  he  should  meet 
with  a  repulse,  it  would  be  so  extremely  dimcult  for  him  to  retreat,  that  I  should  hope 
•  very  considerable  part  of  his  army  would  be  lost. 
Schuyler  to  John  Hancock:  Stillwater,  August  4,  1777. 

Sir— By  the  unanimous  advice  of  all  the  general  officers,  I  have  moved  the  army  to 
this  place.  Here  we  propose  to  fortify  a  camp,  in  expectation  that  reinforcements  win 
enable  us  to  keep  the  ground,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  penetrating  further.  I  wish  I 
could  say  that  we  had  any  prr.spect  of  such  reinforcements.  None  of  the  militia  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  or  this  State  will  remain  with  me.  above  five  or  si.v  days 
longer,  the  time  of  service  for  which  Colo.  Long's  regiment  is  engaged  expires  on  the 
7th  Inst.  This  diminution  with  what  w?  sustain  by  desertion,  sickness,  and  in  skir- 
mishes with  the  enemy,   will   reduce  us  to  an  alarming  weakness. 

What  effect  my  repeated  application  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  will  have.  I  cannot 
determine,  as  I  have  not  yet  been  hcnoured  with  an  answer.  Governor  Trumbull  informs 
me  that  he  has  requested  General  Washington  to  send  troops,  which  he  would  replace; 
that  he  waits  His  Excellency's  answer,  and  in  the  mean  time  has  ordered  the  militia 
brigadiers  to  draft  and  equip  the  men;  but  in  what  numbers,  or  when  I  may  expect 
them,  he  does  not  advise  me  of.  I  am  equally  uncertain  whether  I  may  expect  any  from 
this  State 

It  is  a  melancholy  consideration,  that  whilst  our  force  is  dally  diminishing,  the  enemy 
increases  theirs  by  a  continual  acquisition  of  tories  In  very  considerable  numbers. 

It  Is  Impossible  at  present  to  procure  a  return,  but  I  am  very  certain  we  have  not 
above  four  thousand  Continental  troops— if  men,  one  third  of  which  are  negroes,  boys 
and  men  too  aged  for  field,  or  indeed  any  other  service,  can  with  propriety  b,e  called 
troops.  If  It  should  be  asked  how  boys,  negroes  and  sutu  aged  men  came  to  be  sent, 
I  can  only  answer  that  the  States  from  whence  these  troops  are  come  may  possibly  de- 
termine it.  The  fact  is  as  I  have  stated  It— literally  so.  And  I  may  add  that  a  very 
great  part  of  the  nrniy  took  the  field  In  a  manner  naked,  without  blankets,  ill  armed, 
and  very  deficient  In  arrcutrements,  and  still  continue  so  to  be  without  a  prospect  of 
relief;  and.  to  add  to  our  niisfortunes.  many,  loo  many  cf  our  offlccrs  would  be  a  dis- 
grace to  the  most  contemptible  troops  that  were  ever  collected;  and  have  so  little  sense 
of. honour  that  cashiering  seems  no  punishment.  They  stocd  by  and  suffered  the  most 
scandalous  depredations  to  be  committed  on  the  poor,  distressed,  ruined  and  flying  in- 
habitants. I  must  not,  however,  omit  saying  that  we  have  many  officers  that  would  do 
honour  to  the  host  army  that  ever  took  the  field:  but  their  exertions  being  counteracted 
by  thr  worthl<!-s.  It  Is  impossible  for  them  to  do  what  they  wish.  Perhaps  Congress 
may  think  It  n<-c<-ssnry  to  liivept  me  with  a  power  In  council  of  general  officers  to  sus- 
pend officers  for  mal-condu<l  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  Is  known.  Should  that 
power  be  conferred,  and  I  receive  It  whilst  we  are  still  in  army.  It  Is  possible  that  we 
may  continue  so  and  get  Into  sonu-  order. 

General  Burgoyne  Is  at  Fort  Edward.  He  has  withdrawn  his  troops  from  Castletown 
and  Is  bending  his  whole  force  this  way.  He  will  probably  be  here  in  eight  days,  and 
unless  we  are  well  reinforced,  as  much  farther  as  be  pleases  to  go. 
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It  would  have  been  equally  agrcable  to  me  to  have  headed 
the  Militia  and  marched  to  the  Reinforcem't  of  the  Northern 
army  as  to  have  commanded  those  ordered  this  way.  The  Rea- 
sons which  influenced  me  to  come  to  this  &  the  adjacont  Posts 
with  so  large  a  Proportion  of  the  militia  I  need  not  mention;  they 
were  contained  in  Genl.  Washington's  Letter  which  I  communi- 
cated to  your  House  and  since  repeated  them  in  a  Letter  ad- 
dressed to  Genl,  Schuyler.  If  that  Letter  is  received  Genl.  Schuy- 
ler must  have  observed  that  the  greater  Part  of  the  Militia  of 
the  State  are  ordered  into  actual  Service  either  to  reinforce  hit 
army  or  to  occupy  the  Posts  assigned  them  by  Genl.  Washington 
in  this  Quarter — and  indeed  those  originally  designed  for  this 
station  were  considered  as  being  called  out  to  replace  an  equal 
Number  of  Continental  Troops  intended  for  the  Reinforcem't  of 
the  Northern  Army.  This  being  the  Case  I  wish  Genl.  Schuyler  in 
his  Letter  to  Congress,  had  made  some  Discrimination  between 
this  State  which  has  used  every  possible  Exertion  in  is  present 
unhappy  Situation  &  the  States  of  Massachusrtts  Bay  and  Con- 
necticut that  have  hitherto  not  furnished  a  Man  of  their  Militia 
for  the  Reinforcem't  of  the  Army  in  either  Department,  Nor 
scarcely  answered  the  Letters  to  them  requesting  the  necessary 
aids.  Especially  as  I  am  perswaded  it  is  far  from  Genl.  Schuy- 
ler's Intention  to  represent  this  State  in  an  unfavorable  Light. 

By  Genl.  Schuyler's  Letter  of  the  6"  Inst.,  a  Copy*  of  which  I 


•Schuyler  to  Governor  Clinton:    Stillwater,  August  6th,  1777. 

Dear  Sir— General  Ten  Broeck  has  ordered  out  the  whole  of  the  militia:  but  I  fear 
very  few  will  march,  and  that  most  of  them  will  behave  as  the  Schohary  and  Schenec- 
tady militia  have  done.  How  that  is,  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed,  which  arc  copies 
of  letters  I  have  this  moment  received. 

The  people  are  desponding.  They  want  to  have  their  spirits  roused.  Nothing  short 
of  your  coming  up  to  Albany,  with  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  will  do  it; 
or  if  they  are  not  yet  formed,  with  the  Council  of  Safety. 

We  expect  the  enemy  will  move  soon;  and  as  our  strength  is  daily  decreasing,  we 
shall  again  be  obliged  to  decamp  and  retreat  before  them. 

If  Burgoyne  gets  to  Albany,  our  State  is  gone  in  all  its  extent;  for  the  people  wno 
would  not  turn  out  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  penetrating,  will  not  be  able  to  do  It 
when  they  are  got  in. 
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inclose,  lu'  is  of  Oi»iiiioii  tliat  iiiv  ;iUtiidaii(e  at  All>aiiv  with  the 
Council  of  Safety  will  tend  to  raise  the  desponding  Spirits  of 
the  People  there;  if  your  Honorable  Board  sh'd  agree  in  this  Sen- 
timent and  conceive  that  I  can  wiih  Propriety  and  consistent 
wiih  the  General  Safety  of  llie  Slate  leave  the  C<»iiniiaiid  of  the 
Militia  in  this  Quarter  I  will  on  the  least  Iiitiiiiatioii  with  the  ut- 
most Cheerfulness  attend  you  to  Albany  and  take  under  my  more 
immediate  Command  such  of  the  Militia  as  I  can  collect  in  the 
Northern  Parts  of  the  State. 

By  a  Letter  from  our  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress  dated 
the  4"*  Inst.  I  am  advised  that  Congress  have  ordered  Genl. 
Gates  to  rei)air  to  the  Northward  and  tak(^  the  ConiiiKiiid  of  the 
army  there,  Genl.  Schuyler  to  join  the  Army  under  (Jenl.  Wash- 
ington. The  only  Reason  assigned  in  Congress  for  recalling 
Genl.  Schuyler,  was  his  Loss  of  the  Confidence  (»f  the  Eastern 
States;  now  they  are  gratified,  they  have  no  Excuse  for  not 
turn'g  out  «&  defend'g  their  Country,  and  yet  if  Fears  became  an 
officer  I  should  express  some  of  their  n(tt  behaving  better  under 
any  Change  of  Command.  \\v  have  yet  no  Accts.  o!"  the  Enemy 
since  their  vessels  left  the  Capes  of  Delaware;  it  has  been  re- 
ported that  they  apjieared  there  a  second  Time  but  nothing  of 
this  is  mentioned  in  my  Letters. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  if  the  Council  should  be  of  Opinion 
that  it  is  expedient  to  order  the  whole  or  any  greater  Part  of 
Kegiments  from  I  lie  NoiiIk  in  Pait  of  I'lster  and  Dutchess  than 
are  already  called  out  f<ii-  the  Keinforceiii'i  of  the  Northern  army, 
ujmn  tin-  l»;ist  Intimation  to  me  thereof  I  sli  ill  issue  the  neces- 
sai  V  Orders.     I  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  the  Council  that  the 


•See  pages  178-179. 
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Militia  commanded  to  these  Posts  have  turned  out  with  the  great- 
est Spirit  and  Alacrity  leaving  scarcely    a  ^lan  behind  them  al- 
though many  of  their  Harvests  are  yet  in  the  Field. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gentlemen 

Your  most  obed'  se' 
TG.  C.] 
[To  Council  of  Safety.] 


[No.  691.] 

ALARM  ALONG  THE  FRONTIER. 

Depredations  of  the  Tories — Fears  for  the  Safety  of  the  Northern 
Army  Entertained — Militia  Refuse  to  Remain  in  Service. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber  9th  Aug'st  1777. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

We  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  just  now  rec'd,  from  the 
Cominittee  of  Schenectady.  You'l  perceive  by  its  Contents  that 
a  reinforcement  is  called  for  in  that  Quarter.  It  gives  iis  pain 
to  inform  you  that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  this  County  to  send 
them  any.  The  depredations  committed  by  the  Tories  is  of  the 
worst  of  Consequences,  as  it  effectually  prevents  the  Militia  from 
joining  the  Army  pursuant  to  General  Ten  Broeck"s  request. 
Each  part  calls  for  more  help,  to  assist  themselves. 

A  Capt.  Mann  of  the  Militia  of  Schoharry  has  collected  a  num- 
ber of  Indians  and  Tories,  declares  himself  a  Friend  to  King 
George,  and  threatens  destructidu  to  all  \vho  do  not  lay  dt)wu 
their  Arms,  or  take  protection  from  our  Enemies.  In  order  to 
support  our  Friends  in  that  Quarter  a  force  should  be  sent,  to 
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tbcui;  this  is  needless  to  attempt,  as  a  reason  is  already  assigned 
why  no  force  can  be  had;  In  yours  of  the  27th  Ult.  you  desire  that 
c\ery  nervt-  may  be  exerted.  This  has  been  done  tho*  without 
the  desired  Eflfect.  Our  Army  to  the  Northward  we  have  already 
informed  you  does  not  appear  ach-qnatL'  to  leitcll  the  force  sup- 
posed to  be  coming  against  them. 

Yesterday  one  Regiment  passed  through  this  Town,  on  their 
way  home,  their  Times  being  out;  a  Bounty  of  twenty  Dollars  p 
man  was  Offered  them  to  stay  four  month's  longer;  it  had  no 
ofiFect,  The  Friends  to  their  Country  who  have  marched  from 
this  County  begin  to  grow  uneasy,  looking  upon  it  that  their 
Families  ought  to  be  removed  to  a  place  of  greater  Safety.  We 
fear  rhey  will  not  stay  much  longer. 

The  Country  to  the  Northward  of  this  City  are  chiefly  all 
drove  in.  Yesterday  the  Indians  killed  and  Scalped  Major  Dirck 
Van  Veghten  of  Schaghtikocke  not  far  from  his  own  House,  Tig 
reported  two  or  three  other  Inhabitants  in  that  Quarter  shared 
the  same  Fate. 

We  have  wrote  to  New  England  in  the  most  pressing  Terms 
fur  Aid.     None  as  yet  appears,    This,  Sir,  is  our  present  situa- 
tion which  to  us  dot'S  not  appear  very  flattering.     It  is  reported 
that  our  Army  will  soon  make  Head  Quarters  at  Half  Moon. 
I  am 

Your  A'ciy  llumb'e  Serv't, 
By  order 

John  Barclay,  Chairman. 

T(j  the  Hoiilil  The  President  of  tin-  Couiiiil  ol  Safety  for  the 
State  of  X«w  York. 

(t;opy>  ; 
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[No.  692.] 
FURTHER  PARTICULARS  FROM  ORISKANY. 

The  People  Along  the  Mohawk  Much  Disturbed  and  Appeal  fur 
Succor — The  Militia  Cover  themselves  icith  Glory — Brant  Reported 
Killed. 

German  Flats  Committee  Chamber  9  Aug't  1777. 

Tc  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Albany  and  by  them  to  Coll.  Van  Schaick. 

Gentlemen, 

Just  arrived  Capt.  [Hans  Mark]  Demiith  and  John  Adam  Hel- 
mer,  the  bearer  hereof,  with  an  account  that  they  arived  with 
some  difficulty  at  Fort  Schuyler  the  sixth  day  of  this  Month, 
being  sent  there  by  Order  of  Gen.  Herkemer.  Before  he  set  out 
to  the  Field  of  battle,  he  requested  some  assistance  from  the 
Fort,  in  order  to  make  an  Effort  to  fecilitate  our  march  to  the 
Fort;  two  hundred  and  six  men  were  granted.  They  made  a 
sally,  encountered  the  enemy,  killed  many,  destroyed  the  Tents 
of  the  Enemy  and  came  off  Victorious  to  the  Fort.  The  Com- 
manders desired  them  to  acquaint  us  and  his  superiours,  that 
he  is  wanting  assistance  and  thinks  to  stand  out  so  long,  that 
timely  assistance  could  come  to  his  relief. 

Concerning  the  battle  on  our  side,  all  accounts  agree  that  a 
great  Number  of  the  Enemy  is  killed.  The  Flower  of  our  Militia 
either  killed  or  wounded  except  150  who  stood  the  Field  and 
forced  the  enemy  to  retreat.  The  wounded  are  brought  off  by 
these  brave  men;  the  dead  they  left  on  the  Field  for  want  of  a 
proper  support.  We  will  not  take  upon  us  to  tell  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  rear;  so  far  as  we  know,  they  took  to  llij;lit.  th"  liif't 
firing. 
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General  Herkenier  is  wounded;  Coll.  Cox  seemingly  killed,  and 
a  great  many  officers,  are  among  the  slain.  We  are  surrounded 
by  Tories  a  party  of  100  of  whom  is  now  on  their  inarch  through 
the  woods.  We  refer  you  for  further  information  to  the  bearer, 
Major  Watts.  Of  the  Enemy  is  killed  Joseph  Brandt,  William 
Johnson,  several  known  Tories  and  a  numbor  of  Indians.  Gentle- 
men, we  i»ray  you  will  send  us  succors.  By  the  Death  of  thf^  most 
j.art  <tf  our  Committee  members,  the  Field  Officers,  and  several 
being  wounded,  every  thing  is  out  of  order,  the  people  Intirely 
dispirited,  our  County  at  Esopus  unrepresented,  that  we  cannot 
hope  to  stand  it  any  longer  without  your  aid.  We  will  not  men- 
tion the  shocking  aspect  our  Fields  do  shew,  Faithful  to  our 
Country  we  remain 

Your  sorrowful  Bretheren  the  few  members  of  this  Committee 

Attes'd 

Peter  S.  Deggnrt  ('liairninn. 

A  Copy  examined  l»y  John  McKesson  Secry.  Council  of  Safety 

Kingston  Aug't  12th  P.  M. 


[No.  G93.] 
Oeorgc  Clinton  Replies  to  thr  Conyratulatori/  Address  of  the  Albani/ 

Committee. 

*  [August  0,  1777.] 
Genilemen, 

I  thank  you  for  (lu»  jxtlite  Manner  in  which  you  express  your 
Batisfaclion  in  my  ;i|i]ioiiiiiiifiit  to  ilic  chief  .Magistracy  of  this 
free  and  in(l»iM  ndcnL  State  and  for  your  kind  Congratulations 
on  my  arrival  in  this  City. 

'This  date  Indorsed  on  the  back  of  this  document  is  clearly  an  error.     See  pages 
231-2.  where  the  uddresB  of  the  Albany  Committee  will  be  found.— State  Historian. 
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It  gives  me  the  most  sensible  Pleasiiic  ili.n  i  mn  ciKil.lcd  with 
Justice  thus  publickly  to  declare  my  approbaliou  of  I  he  wise  and 
spirited  Measures  pursued  by  the  Committee  of  All)any  in  Sup- 
port of  the  Cause  of  Liberty  and  America.  While  the  persever- 
ing Firmness  and  Resolution  manifested  by  your  respectable 
Body  and  their  Constituents  in  this  critical  Period,  merits  the 
highest  Praise  and  cannot  fail  of  greatly  contributing  to  the  pub- 
lic Safety. 
Gentlemen, 

As  It  is  my  earnest  Desire  so  it  shall  be  my  constant  Care  to 
preserve  inviolate  our  happy  Constitution  so  wisely  calculated 
for  securing  those  Rights  and  Privileges  for  which  we  are  con- 
tending and  I  shall  ever  esteem  it  my  indispensible  Duty  not 
only  to  exert  the  Powers  vested  in  me  for  the  Safety  and  Defence 
of  the  State  but  to  afford  my  personal  attendance  where  ever 
the  Public  Service  shall  most  require  it. 

[G.  C] 

[To  Committee  of  Albany.] 


[No.  694.] 

JOHN  McKESSON  TO  GEORGE  CLINTON. 

Reports  all  the  Military  Neivs  that  has  Reached  him  from  Every 

Direction. 

Kingston  Aug't  9th  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  received  this  morning  from 
General  Washington* — and  extracts  of  a  Letter  from  Colo.  H. 
B.  Livingston  to  his  Brother.    Mr.  Yates  has  taken  Extracts  from 
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a  Philad'ia  \K\\tvv  of  the  ."iih  whirli  he  ivad  this  moining  in  Coun- 
cil—wht-reby  it  appears  "that  Congress  have  instituted  an  En- 
quiry into  the  Conduct  of  Genls.  St.  Clair,  Poor,  De  Fermoi,  and 
another  (if  I  rcuHMiibcr  riglit  Patterson)— Gencial  Washington 
to  dirt'tt  pr(»i»cr  means  fur  the  Eniiuiry  .*<:  to  appoint  such  Genl. 
Ofticer  as  he  thinks  proper  to  take  the  Command  of  the  northern 
Army."  The  above  appears  by  sundry  Resolutions  of  Congress 
published  in  the  above  paper.  And  the  newspaper  says  "we 
bear  that  Genl.  Gates  will  be  appointed  to  that  Command." 

Aug't  lOtb. 
Genl.  De  Fermoi  is  at  Kingston  on  bis  way  to  bead  Quarters. 
General  Schuyler  is  at  Albany — was  three  days  there  that  be 
could  not  be  spoken  with  as  report  says.  We  are  informed  by 
various  Expresses  passing  thro'  this  place  that  Fort  Schuyler 
in  beseiged.  That  about  GOO  militia  passing  up  to  that  Fort  were 
attacked,  Genl.  Herkemer  is  wounded  in  the  thigh,  a  Lieut't  Colo. 
Fisber  killed* — however  the  militia  put  the  Indians  to  Flight. 
Major  Nicholson  &  sundry  other  officers  are  come  in  here.  Genl. 
De  Fermoi  has  intimated  to  a  Member  that  they  are  come  away 
without  Leave.  Some  of  them  say  that  Genl.  Arnold  has  re- 
signed; that  Genl.  Nixen  has  sent  his  resignation  to  Congress; 
that  Colo.  P>rown  from  the  Eastward  has  bad  some  difference 
witli  Schuyler  &  is  gone  home  with  his  Regim't.  These  officers 
say  IheV  are  going  to  head  Quarters,  The  Express  going  I  can't 
add^but  that   I  am 

Your  obedient 

John  McKesson. 

Sunday  afternoon  past  4  OClock. 

To  bis  Excellency  the  Governor. 

•Col.  Frederick  Fisher  of  the  Third  Tryon  County  Regiment.    He  was  scalped  by  the 
Indians  and  left  for  dead  at  Caugbcawaga  October  25,  1781.— State  Hibtoriak. 
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[No.  695.] 

AN  EXPEDITION  AGAINST  TTTE  S('l  loilA  Kl  K  TolMFlS. 

A  Call  to  he  Issued  for  the  Green  Mountain  Militia  to  Reinforce  the 
Northern  Army — Captain  }Fan  of  the  Hchdliarir  Militia  a  Jhni'icr- 
ous  31  an. 

New  Windsor  lltb  Aug't  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  this  minute  favoured  with  the  Council's  Letter  of  the 
8th  Instant  inclosing  the  Papers  respecting  the  Militia  under 
the  Command  of  Major  Jansen  &  the  Moasur<>s  taken  liy  the 
Council  in  respect  to  that  Corps  appear  to  me  perfectly  Right 
&  has  my  fullest  Approbation. 

I  wrote  this  Morning  to  Colo.  Pawling  advising  him  of  the 
Conduct  of  Capt.  Mann  of  the  Schohary  Militia  mentioned  in  the 
Letter  of  the  Committee  of  Albany,  a  Copy  which  you  sent  me. 
I  am  apprehensive  that  unless  he  and  his  Party  are  speedilly 
routed  they  will  become  formidable  &  dangerous  Neighbours  to 
our  Western  Frontiers.  I  therefore  proposed  to  Colo.  Pawling 
in  a  Letter  I  addressed  to  him  this  Morning  the  Propriety  of 
embodying  a  Party  of  Men  out  of  his  Regiment  under  an  Active 
Officer  for  this  Purpose  and  directed  him  to  call  on  your  Honor- 
able House  for  their  Advice  Assistance  on  this  Occassion,  which 
shoud  they  agree  with  me  in  Sentiments  you  will  please  to  afford 
him. 

It  is  clearly  my  Opinion  that  it  is  esential  to  the  public  Safety 
to  have  this  Business  executed  with  Dispatch  and  effectually. 
That  Fellow  without  Doubt  acts  under  the  Incouragement  &  by 
the  Advice  of  the  Enemy;  &  even  tho  he  shoud  not  attempt  to 
commit  Hostilities  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Frontiers, 
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the  very  dcterriug  of  the  Mililia  fium  marcbing  to  the  Aid  of  the 
^'oI•the^n  Army  alone  is  a  capital  Misschief,  Besides  suffering 
such  au  Attrocious  &  open  an  Offence  to  pass  with  Impunity 
woud  in  point  of  Example  be  extreamly  impolitic. 

I  have  not  issued  any  Orders  as  yet  to  the  Militia  of  Cumber- 
land. Charlotte  or  Gloucester  Counties,  not  knowing;  who  com- 
manded in  them  w>r  iiuhM-d  was  I  anxious  about  it,  as  I  did  not 
expect  much  from  them;  But  on  Reconsidering  Matters  I  think  it 
prudent  to  issue  my  Orders  to  those  Counties  not  only  to  make 
Returns  of  the  present  State  of  the  Militia  thereof,  but  to  fur- 
nish their  Quota  of  Men  to  join  our  Northern  Army,  as  I  am 
apiireheusive  shoud  I  ueglect  them  on  this  Occasion,  when  I 
am  calling  out  a  I'roportion  of  the  Militia  from  every  other 
County  in  the  State  in  our  Possession,  it  may  tend  to  strenghthen 
them  in  their  Late  Revolt  &  Attempts  to  set  up  as  an  Independ- 
ant  Slate.  And  should  they  not  Comply  with  my  Orders  in  this 
Critical  Hour  it  will  be  Circumstance  not  much  in  their  Favour. 
I  have,  therefore,  inclosed  Orders  for  that  Purpose  which  1  must 
begg  you  will  please  to  order  one  of  youi-  Secretary's  to  direct 
&  forward. 

I  have  no  News  worth  Communicating  since  I  wrote  you  last. 
I  am  with  due  Respect, 

Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  use  a  good  deal  of  Prudence  with 
Respect  to  the  Indians  who  are  with  Capt.  Man,  the  Managem't 
of  which  I  must  leave  to  the  Council. 

[To  Council  of  Safety.] 
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[No.  G96.] 
ALBANY  IN  A  STATE  OF  PANIC. 

The  Committee  Presents  a  Doleful  Condition  of  Affairs  to  the  Council 

of  Safety — Capture  of  the  City  Feared. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber,  11th  Aug't  1777. 
Sir, 

We  wrote  you*  a  few  Days  ago  giving  yon  a  Slate  of  Alfaira 
to  the  northward  as  far  as  they  came  to  our  Knowledge;  we  then 
informed  you  that  the  Prospect  was  disagreable;  It  appears  every 
day  more  gloomy.  Our  Apprehensions  aie  not  so  groundless,  as 
those  at  a  Distance  supposes  them  to  be.  We  are  well  assured, 
did  our  situation  present  itself  in  the  same  point  of  light  to  our 
neighbours  as  it  does  to  us,  some  mode  would  be  fallen  on  for 
our  Relief;  being  informed  that  repeated  applications  were  made 
to  the  New  England  States  for  Aid  and  seeing  that  no  reinforce- 
ment came  forward,  thought  it  our  indispensible  Duty  to  address 
the  People  at  large,  a  Copyf  of  which  we  enclose  you  together 
with  an  Answer,t  from  one  of  their  Counties,  by  which  we  are 
informed  that  their  militia  are  ordered  to  the  Southward.  On 
the  Governor  &  Council  of  Safety  being  repeatedly  informed  of 
our  distressed  Situation,  we  flattered  ourselves  that  some  assist- 
ance would  be  sent  from  the  lower  Counties  of  our  Slate,  but 
a:ias  all  their  Force  are  ordered  to  repel  an  intended  Invasion, 
when  a  real  one  is  entirely  neglected. 

By  the  enclosed  from  the  German  Flatts§  and  Mr.  llelmcr's 
Accountll  you'l  be  informed  that  the  Troops  have  done  their  Duty, 
and  that  the  Militia  have  behaved  very  brave;  Genl.  Herkeimer 
merits  the  greatest  Praise;  he  after  having  his  Thigh  broke,  sat 
on  a  Log  with  a  drawn  Sword  inspiring  his  Men,  for  several 
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Hours;  he  was  itpcatrillv  solicited  by  bis  Friemls  to  be  carried 
from  the  field  of  Action,  which  he  absolutely  refused.  We  can 
assure  you  at  the  same  time,  that  our  warmest  Advocates  and 
bravest  friends  of  Try  on  County  fell  in  that  Skirmish.  They 
are  dispirited  and  call  for  help.  Xone  can  be  sent  from  this 
Quarter.  The  People  from  Schoharie  have  informed  us,  they  will 
be  obliged  to  lay  down  their  Arms. 

The  militia  that  could  be  collected  in  this  County  have  been 
sent  to  the  Army.  They  have  been  long  in  Service  and  seeing 
no  prospect  of  Relief  intend  soon  to  return,  and  remove  their 
Families  to  a  place  of  greater  Safety.  We  are  informed  that 
our  Army  intends  to  retreat  to  Half  Moon.  Should  they  be 
obliged  to  take  this  Step,  the  western  Communication  will  be 
opened  to  the  Enemy.  The  Appearance  of  a  few  of  the  Enemy's 
Troops  on  the  Mohawk  River  would  immediately  make  the  In- 
habitants lay  down  their  Arms. 

Our  feelings  for  the  brave  men  in  that  Quarter  is  very  great. 
The  Oneida  Indians  are  much  distressed  for  us.  They  furnish 
us  with  several  useful  Pieces  of  Intelligence  respecting  our 
Western  Affairs,  &  beg  us  to  stand  with  firmness.  Should 
Albany  fall  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  the  Savages  would  take 
an  Active  part  against  us.  If  two  hundred  can  drive  in  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  a  well  settled  Country  for  upwards  of  fifty  Miles, 
which  at  present  is  the  Case,  how  must  the  Country  sufifer  when 
perhaps  a  Thousand  or  more  are  necessitated  to  join  ag"t  us. 

Gentlemen  may  jnobably  think  we  are  panick  struck,  that  the 
fear  of  loosing  our  property  is  the  Cause  of  our  drawing  so 
melancholy  a  Picture.  We  have  we  suppose  the  feelings  of  other 
men  on  like  Occasions,  but  the  Distress  which  must  ensue  en- 
grosses a  great  part  of  our  .\ttention.     We  are  happy  in  having 
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it  in  our  Power  to  declare  with  Truth  that  every  thing  that  could 
be  done  by  us,  has  been  done,  and  that  any  Calamities  that  be- 
falls our  Country  is  owing  to  no  Omission,  or  want  of  Duty  in 
us;  and  since  no  Troops  make  their  Appearance  from  any  Quarter 
to  our  Relief  we  are  Apprehensive  that  this  City  will  in  a  short 
time  be  in  the  Possession  of  the  Enemy. 
We  are  Sir 

Your  most  hum'e  Serv't 
By  Order.  John  Barclay  Chairman. 

To  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
(Copy) 

Examined  by  Robt.  Benson  Secry. 


[No.  697.] 
George  Clinton  Orders  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments  in  the 

Termont  Counties  to  he  Ready  to  March  at  a  Moment" s  Notice. 
General  Orders  New  Windsor  11th  Aug't  1777. 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  the  different  Regiments  of  Militia 
in  the  Counties  of  Charlotte,  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  are  immediatly  to  make  Returns  to  me  in 
due  form  of  the  Present  State  of  their  respective  Regiments; 
And  are  forthwith  on  Receipt  of  this  Order  to  draft  one  fourth 
Part  of  their  respective  Regiments  by  Ballot  or  other  equitable 
Manner  properly  Officered  &  compleatly  equiped  &  accoutred 
to  march  &  Join  the  Northern  Army  now,  or  lately  under  Com- 
mand of  the  Honorable  Major  Genl.  Schuyler,  taking  their  future 
Directions  &  Orders  from  such  Commanding  Officer  while  in  ac- 
tual Service.    These  Detachments  are  to  continue  in  Service  till 


212  Public  Pai-ers  of  Geohge  Clixtox. 

the  first  Day  of  November  next,  uuless  sooner  dismissed,  and  will 
be  entitled  to  receive  Continental  Pay  &  Rations  together  with 
Buch  Bounty  as  may  arise  from  the  Assessments  to  be  levied  on 
Exempts  pursuant  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this 
State  A  Copy  whereof  accompanies  this  Order.  The  Remainder 
of  said  Regiments  are  to  hold  themselves  in  perfect  Readiness  to 
march  on  a  Moment's  Warning  to  oppose  the  Common  Enemy. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
hj  his  Excellency  the  Governor's  Command. 

S.  L.,  A.  D.  C. 


[No.  698.] 
COL.  M  AKIN  IS  WILLETT'S  GALL.ANT  SORTIE. 
Adam  Helmer  Makes  a  Statement — Booty  Captured  by  Our  Troops. 
Adam  llellmer  informs  that  he  was  sent  to  Fort  Schuyler  by 
General  Herkemer  with  a  Letter  to  Coll.  Gansevort  acquainting 
him  of  his  March  to  the  Relief  of  the  GarriiJon.  That  he  arrived 
at  the  Fort  on  Wednesday  last  at  one  o'Clock,  tliat  at  two,  Coll. 
Willet  turned  out  with  207  Men  and  attacked  an  Encampment 
of  the  Enemy  about  one  Mile  from  the  Fort,  in  Order  to  facilitate 
General  Herkemer's  March  to  the  Fort;  that  the  Engagement 
lasted  about  an  Hour,  and  that  the  Enemy  were  drove  off  with 
great  Loss;  that  the  Coll.  then  ordered  the  Hanking  Parties  to 
spread  themselves  farther  out  in  order  to  discover  whether  there 
were  any  Enemy  near  them.  Upon  their  Report  that  they  dis- 
covered none,  he  ordered  his  Men  to  take  as  much  of  the  Baggage 
as  they  could,  and  destroy  the  rest,  which  they  effectually  did, 
eacTi  one  carrying  with  him  as  much  as  they  could.  That  in  their 
Way  to  tbt  Fort  just  above  the  Landing,  (where  the  old  Fort  used 
to  stand;  a  Party  of  200  Regular  Troops  appeared,  preparing  to 
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give  them  Battle;  that  upon  our  Trooi.s  discoveriiig  tbein.  Cap- 
tain Savage  of  the  Artillery  pointed  his  Field-Piece  upon  them, 
and  saluted  them  with  Grape  Shot.  This  together  with  a  smart 
Discharge  of  Small  Arms,  and  one  of  the  Cannon  out  of  the  Fort 
did  great  Execution  among  them,  and  soon  obliged  them  to 
scamper  off,  when  our  Troops  with  their  Plunder  marched  to  the 
Fort,  where  they  arrived  about  4  o'clock,  with  the  same  Number 
they  left  the  Garrison,  not  one  Man  being  killed  or  wounded; 
that  they  took  one  Kegular  Capt'n  and  four  privates  Prisoners, 
that  among  the  Plunder  they  took  was  one  Scarlet  Coat,  trimmed 
with  Gold  Lace,  three  laced  Hatts,  a  good  Deal  of  Monoy  in 
Specie  and  paper;  that  the  Enemy's  Force  amounted  to  twelve 
hundred  consisting  of  Regulars,  Tories  and  Indians  before  the 
Engagement  of  Genl.  Herkemer  and  Coll.  Willet,  but  thinks  they 
have  lost  a  great  many;  that  the  Cannon  the  Enemy  have  with 
them  are  two  Six  Pounders,  two  Three's  and  four  Cohorns,  that 
they  are  busy  erecting  two  Batteries,  one  to  the  Noith-East,  and 
the  other  to  the  North  West  of  the  Fort;  that  he  heard  the  Offi- 
cers say  that  the  Plunder  taken  by  our  Troops  that  Day  at  a 
reasonable  Computation  amounted  at  least  to  £1000;  that  he 
left  the  Fort  on  Thursday  Night  last,  that  next  Morning  he  often 
heard  the  Report  of  Cannon;  that  our  Troops  also  found  in  the 
Enemy's  Encampment  a  Number  of  Letters  (which  had  fallen  in- 
to their  Hands)  directed  to  the  Officers  in  the  Fort  but  not 
one  had  been  opened. 
Albany  11th  August  1777. 

A  true  Copy  compared  by 

John  McKesson  Secry.  Kingston  Aug't  12th  1777. 
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[No.  G09.] 

THE  PLAN  TO  DESTROY  MAN.  THE  TORY. 

Oovernor    Clinton    Explains   Why   lie    Cannot   Aford  to   Sjmre 
Troops  from  the  Iliyhland.s. 

New  Windsor  12lh  Aug"t  1777. 

D"r  Sir 

On  l)je  Receipt  of  a  Letter  yesterday  Morning  from  Genl. 
Scott,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  your  Honorable  Board 
from  the  Committee  of  Albany  containing  the  same  Information 
respecting  Capt.  Man  of  Schohary  mentioned  in  your  Letter  of 
the  11th  Instant  just  now  delivered  me,  I  immediatly  wrote  to 
Coll.  Pawling  on  that  Subject,  pointing  out  the  Propriety  of  de- 
stroying Man  &  his  Party  by  a  sudden  Exertion  with  a  Detach- 
ment of  the  Militia  under  an  active  OflScer  and  desiring  him  if  he 
thought  it  practicable  to  set  about  it  &  in  that  Case  directed  him 
to  call  upon  the  Council  for  their  Advice  &  Aid.  This  Morning  I 
addressed  a  Letter  to  your  Honorable  Board  on  the  same  Subject 
By  which  you  will  observe  my  Sentiments  coincide  exactly  with 
the  Council's  on  this  Occassion. 

I  dare  not  however  at  present  Venture  to  take  any  of  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  from  the  Garrison  in  the  Highlands  for  this  Busi- 
ness. The  Designs  of  the  Enemy  under  Genl.  Howe  aie  yet  un- 
certain, the  Garrison  not  over  strong,  &  shoud  any  unlucky  Ac- 
cident happen  in  that  Quarter  in  the  Absence  of  such  Troops  ai 
might  be  drawn  from  thence  for  this  Expedition,  I  shoud  be 
greatly  &  perhaps  deservedly  censured,  If  Militia  are  to  be  em- 
ployed they  can  be  much  easier  &  more  expeditiously  had  in  the 
nighbourhood  of  Kingston  &  Marble  Town  than  by  marching 
them  up  from  the  Fort.     Major  Pawling  was  charged  with  my 
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Letter  to  the  Council  on  lliis  Subject  who  h-ft  my  Ilouse  this 
Morning  for  Kingston.  I  mentioned  this  Scheme  to  him  &  he 
expressed  a  strong  Desire  to  Command  the  Party  to  which  I  con- 
sented provided  a  Party  proper  for  him  to  Command  shoud  be 
ordered  out  on  this  Occassion.  1  know  him  to  be  possessed  of 
Prudence  as  well  as  Spirit. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem 

Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
To  Pierre  Cortlandt  Esqr. 

Pres'dt  Council  of  Safely. 


[No.  700.] 

DOUBT,  UNEASINESS  AND  UNCERTAINTY. 

Council  of  Safety  Deplores  the  Melanclioly  Situation  of  the  Northei'n 

Army. 

In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York, 

Kingston,  August  12th  1777 

Ante  Meridiem. 
Sir, 

The  Council  were  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  Favour  of 
the  ninth  instant* — and  are  extremly  sorry  to  find  by  the  Letter 
enclosed,  the  melancholy  situation  of  the  northern  Army  and  the 
probability  of  their  relinquishing  still  more  of  the  Country  to  the 
Enemy,  and  this  too  when  the  Efforts  of  our  State  must  neces- 
sarily be  wealiened  by  an  Attention  to  the  passes  in  the  High- 
lands &  the  Security  of  Hudson's  River. 

The  Council  believe  with  General  Schuyler,  that  your  Ex- 
cellency's Presence  would  serve  to  animate  the  northern  militia, 
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but  know  not  lutw  far  your  (|iiiiiii^  ihc  imiMntaiit  Post  you  now 
Occupy  would  be  consistani  wiili  its  security,  of  wliit  li  lliev  con- 
ceive that  you.  Sir.  arc  ilu*  only  i>rojM'i'  Judj^ro;  as  your  Excellency 
has  fuller  Infttniiai  inn  tlian  this  (((umi!  can  loceive,  they  doubt 
Dot  but  that  you  will  lake  such  measures  as  you  conceixc^  i»est 
calculate<l  to  ]iroiiioic  the  general  Interest,  in  which  as  far  as 
their  Concurrence  is  necessary,  they  will  cliearfully  co-operate. 

It  [is]  with  iileasure  the  Council  Learn  from  your  Excellency, 
that  the  militia  called  in  to  the  jiosts  in  the  Highlands  have  shewn 
so  much  readiness  &  alacrity.  They  are  extremly  sorry  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  that  the  Officers  have  been  negligent  of 
their  Duty  in  the  upper  part  of  Dutchess  County,  and  that  no 
drafts  have  as  yet  been  sent  from  that  (Quarter,  notwithstanding 
the  present  necessity  that  tlieic  is  for  the  immediate  march  of 
the  militia  to  the  Northward,  and.  as  the  Tonncil  are  informed, 
some  Regiments  have  not  yet  even  proceeded  to  diaft  their  men. 

I  am  with  the  highest  Respect  and  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

By  Order.     Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Pres'dt. 
To  His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  701.] 

THE  CRISIS  IN  NEW  YORK  STATE  APi'RUACllING. 

The   Council   of   Safcti/    I'aiiic   ^Strichcn — The   State   BearUuj    the 

Weif/ht  of  the  ^Var. 

In  T'ouiicil  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York 

Kingston— August  12th  1777.   0  O'Clock  P.  M. 
Sir, 

liy   the  enclnsed    Letters  youi-   Excellency   will    learn   the  dis 

tressed  Siiiiaiion  of  the  nnrijiciii  |i;iri  of  iliis  State;  iiidess  it  is 
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shortly  suiiportod  it  imist  inevHahly  f;,l|  i„t<,  n,,  H;,,,,)^  „,•  ,,„. 
Enemy.  The  well  affected  of  Albany  Counly  a.v  r„lly  nnployed 
in  suppressing  the  Insurrections  of  the  dlsaffeclcd,  so  that  liitl.. 
can  be  expected  from  them  unless  the  Tories  arc  overawed  by 
the  appearance  of  immediate  Force.  No  militia  have  come  in 
from  the  Eastward  nor  have  we  yet  IcaiiH-.l  that  any  are  liko 
to  come. 

Colo.  Wynkoop  who  is  just  arrived  from  Albany  assures  us 
that  our  whole  Force  at  Stillwater  consists  of  about  four 
Thousand  effective  men,  and  those  much  dispirited.  The  Bravery 
of  the  militia  of  Tryon  County  must  soon  be  of  little  avail,  since 
the  Enemy  can  reinforce  their  Western  Army  from  Saratoga, 
while  ours  are  left  without  the  least  hope  of  Assistance.  In  this 
situation,  Sir,  nothing  but  [our]  own  Exertions  and  the  divine 
Favour  can  extricate  us;  let  us  strain  every  Nerve;  and  if  our 
Neighbours,  if  the  grand  Army,  if  the  whole  Continent  determine 
that  our  little  mutilated  State  shall  bear  the  weight  of  the 
American  War,  let  us  acquiesse  in  their  Determination,  and  let 
us  brave  the  Danger  which  they  will  not  enable  us  to  repel. 
You,  Sir,  will  judge  of  the  Necessity  of  collecting  our  whole 
Force  to  a  point  in  that  quarter  in  which  it  shall  appear  to  be 
most  necessary. 

(We  would  suggest  to  your  Excellency  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing the  enclosed  Letters  to  head  Quarters,  with  as  much  of  this 
as  you  think  expedient,  with  all  possible  Expedition.)  It  would 
be  very  advantageous  to  have  some  southern  Troops,  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  mode  of  fighting,  sent  to  the  Northward  to 
rouse  the  Spirits  of  our  army  there,  who  Shudder  at  the  very 
appearance  of  Indians  and  hardly  dare  to  Stir  out  of  (heir 
Camp. 
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I  have  the  nonor  to  be  with  great  Esteem 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  f!>eivant 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

On  behalf  of  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Presid't  who  necessarily 

dei»arted  while  this  Letter  was  copying  &  by  his  Order. 

Robt.  Benson      ( 

}  Secretaries. 
John  McKesson  ( 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  702.] 

MUTINY  OF  THE  LIVINGSTON  MANOR  MILITIA. 

They  Refuse  to  March  to  StiUwatcr — John  Livingston  Suggests  that 

the  Leaders  he  Arrested. 

Kingston  13th  August  1777. 
Sir, 

We  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Manor 
of  Livingston  by  which  it  appears  that  the  Militia  will  not  March 
to  the  Northward.  It  is  necessary  that  some  effectual  means  be 
used  to  compel  them  to  go. 

We  could  wish  that  only  a  part  of  them  had  been  ordered  out 
as  a  great  majority  of  the  men  are  disaffected  and  disarmed  nor 
can  they  safely  be  trusted  with  Arms;  but  how  far  it  would  be 
proper  to  make  any  Alteration  in  the  Order,  your  Excellency 
will  Jiidgo.  We  also  inclose  a  Resolution  by  which  it  will 
appear  that  \\v  li;i\<'  done  all  in  our  power  to  strengthen  the  exe- 
cutive power. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed't  Humb'e  Serv't 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Pres'dt. 
To  his  Excellency  George  (^'linton  Es(|uire  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York. 
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Claremont  August  12th  1777. 
Dear  Kobt. 

The  Manor  Militia  has  been  twice  assembled  to  endeavour  to 

get  them  to  go  up  to  Still  Water,  but  it  seems  it  is  impossible 

to  get  any  of  them  to  go.     They  say  that  the  Oath  which  they 

have  taken  to  the  state  is  not  any  longer  binding,  Cooper  is  the 

Chief  Man  among  them  again  and  I  believe  it  would  not  be 

amiss  to  take  him  up,  and  send  him  on  board  of  the  Ship,  as  I 

believe  a  few  Examples  would  work  a  great  Alteration  in  them. 

I  wish  you  would  send  a  Company  to  make  the  Drafts,  or  indeed 

the  whole  Militia  turn  out,  and  If  any  refused  to  take  them 

Prisoners  immediately.     I  will  write  to  Smith  to  take  up  Cooper 

and  send  him  to  you,  and  several  others  who  refuse  to  go  up. 

These  People  w^ant  nothing  but  Good  Officers  to  make  them  do 

their  Duty  I  am  convinced. 

I  am  Dear  Robt.  Yours 

John  E.  Livingston. 
A  true  Copy. 

John  McKesson  Secry.  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  Kingston. 
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[So.  703.] 

Violation  of  the  Act  of  Grace,  a  Capital  Oj^tnce. 

In  Council  of  Safety  for  tho  State  of  New  York 

Kingston  August  13th  1777. 

Whereas  many  renplc  who  have  taken  the  Benefit  of  the  late 
Act  of  Grace  merely  to  avoid  the  Punishment  of  their  Crimes, 
instead  of  proving  the  sincerity  of  their  Repentance  take  the 
first  Opportunity  to  shew  their  Enmity  to  their  Country; 

RESOLVED,  therefore,  that  every  Person  who  has  hereto- 
fore taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  this  State  &  the  Benefit  of 
the  Act  of  Grace  published  the  Tenth  Day  of  May  last,  who  shall 
hereafter  be  convicted  of  having  done  any  Act  contrary  to  the 
Tenor  of  such  Oath  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  Felony  without 
Benefit  of  Clergy. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

John  McKesson  Secry. 

ordered  to  be  published  in  Hand  Bills. 


[No.  704.] 
False  Rumors  of  Another  Enga^jement  at  Fort  Schvylcr. 

Kingston  past  2  O'Clock  P.  M.  August  13th  '77. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Counril  wcie  this  morning  informed  that  one  Christian 
Fiero  had  received  Intelligence  from  Tryon  County— on  being 
sent  for  and  examined  he  says:  that  a  certain  l>ii  Hois  who  left 
Albany  last  Evening  informed  him  that  a  post  or  messenger 
from  Foil  Scliiiyler  arrived  at  .\ll»aiiy  yesterday  Evening  and 
reported  that  there  had  been  a  second  Engagement  at  that  Fort. 
That  the  American  Troops  there  had  been  successful,  and  had 
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killed  a  great  Number  of  Indians  and  Tories,  and  some  regular 
or  British  Troops,  and  beat  them  with  a  greater  Slaughter  of  the 
Enemy  than  any  in  this  State  during  the  Contest.  That  between 
the  second  Battle  and  the  first  Our  Troops  there,  had  made  an 
Intrenchment  round  the  Fort. 

That  the  said  Post  or  Messenger  at  Albany  farther  reported, 
that  every  road  from  Schoharie  is  obstructed  and  filled  up  by 
the  Tories  there. 

That  Colo.  John  Harper  had  escaped  from  thence—  and  that 
Colo.  Vrooman  with  about  25  whigs  who  joined  him,  had  fortified 
themselves  in  a  House  there. 

The  loose  way  in  which  the  above  Intelligence  is  obtained  vizt. 
at  2d  or  3d  hand  is  in  my  opinion  the  reason  it  is  not  forwarded 
to  you  by  the  Council. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

Your  most  obedient  hum'  Serv't, 

John  McKesson. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  705.] 

Governor  Clinton  Ivforms  the  Council  of  Safety  that  He  is  Wait- 
ing for  the  Enemy  to  Uncover  His  Plans. 

New  Windsor  Aug't  13,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  Letters  of  the  Council  ol  ^aieiy  of  yester- 
day's Date  with  the  Inclosures* — and  have  agreable  to  the  Re- 
quest contained  in  them  sent  Genl.  Washington  Extracts  of  those 
Letters  with  Copies  of  such  of  the  other  Papers  as  were  intended 

♦See  pages  215-218. 
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to  be  forwarded  under  Cover  of  the  Letter  addressed  to  bim  of 
which  I  DOW  trausmit  you  a  Copy.  I  hourly  expect  Accts.  from 
my  Brother  at  Fort  Montgomery  and  an  answer  to  my  last  Letter 
to  Genl.  Washington  which  if  I  receive  this  Evening  I  shall  set 
out  some  Time  To  morrow  for  Kingston  if  not  the  next  Day.  Tho 
I  most  anxiously  wish  it  was  in  my  Power  to  reinforc  our  North- 
ern Army  and  give  Succor  to  the  brave  and  much  distressed  In- 
habitants of  Tryon  County,  yet  I  cannot  be  induced  to  think  that 
it  would  be  prudent  to  draw  the  Militia  fiom  so  far  down  as  this 
to  the  Northward,  until  the  Designs  of  the  Enemy's  Southern 
Army  can  be  more  fully  ascertained  which  from  any  Acct,  I  have 
yet  received,  are  as  likely  to  be  ag't  this  Quarter  as  any  other, 
but  as  I  shall  shortly  have  an  Opportunity  of  personally  confer- 
ing  with  the  Council  and  have  their  advice  &  Opinion  more  fully 
upon  the  Subject  such  measures  will  be  adopted  as  may  appear 
upon  the  whole  to  be  most  conducive  to  the  Safety  of  this 
unhappy   State  and   for  effectually   opposing  the   Progress  of 

the  Enemy. 

[G.  C] 

[To  Council  of  Safety.] 


[No.  706.] 
Capt.  Cook  Requests  a  Certificate  of  Character. 

Boston  Augost  13  1777. 

To  the  Honr'bl  Maj'r  General  Georg  Clinton  Guvenor  &  Com- 

mandar  In  Cheef  of  the  States  of  Newyork, 
maye  it  Pleas  your  Honor, 

My  anxiety  &  Eager  Wishes  to  Searve  the  free  &  Indepent 
States  of  America  in  the  Glorious  &  Just  Cause  thaye  are  Now 
Engaged  in  &  the  Respts  Dew  to  the  Worthey  Represiutatives  of 
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the  States  &  the  Publick  good  in  Gcueral,  obli;:cs  mo  to  Troubble 
Tour  Honor  with  a  Request  that  you  Will  (livo  yunvc  Self  the 
Truble  To  Thinck  a  moment  on  my  former  Station  when  In  Iliid- 
sons  Kiver,  .^  If  you  Should  find  aney  Reason  To  thinck  I  have 
Behaved  a  miss  as  to  my  Conduct  Whilst  thare  or  In  my  Leaving 
it;  as  you  ware  Perfictly  acquainted  with  the  Reason  I  made  for 
my  So  Douing,  youre  Honor  Cannot  But  be  Sencible  that  to  an 
offiser  of  Keen  feeling  a  Degradation  of  His  Ranck  Sencibley 
Touches  Him  When  he  Has  Everey  Reson  to  Expect  the  Con- 
tinuation of  It.     I  would  tharefore  Beg  Leeve  to  Intreat  youre 
Honor  to  Consider  my  Case  In  a  Right  Light;  then  If  youre 
Honor  Shall  thinck  me  W^orthey  Should  Be  Glad  you  Would 
faver  me  with  a  Reperesentation  to  the  Honorble  Continentel 
Congress.     Thare  are  maney  Births  Which  I  may  have  Choice  of 
In  the  Privet  Servise  &  maye  be  advantages  as  to  Intrest,  But, 
S'r,  I  Launchd  firs  in  the  War  for  the  Contenentel  Serviss  &  as 
my  Conduct  was  approved  as  to  aney  thing  that  Came  to  my 
Knolige  I  allways  w^as  anchas  to  forward  aney  Trust  Was  Put  in 
me;  &  many  Peeppel  have  Bin  Eyi  Wittness  of  my  Doing  By 
yond  all  the  others  In  the  Same  Station.    Tharefore  It  was  with 
Greate  Reluctance  that  I  Quitted  the  Serviss  when  I  Did.    I  lia(\ 
Recvd  a  Letter  from  my  wife  of  her  Self  Being  Sick  &  one  Child 
Expected  to  Die;  at  my  Returne  to  Boston  thaye  ware  Reeuvered; 
But  two  more  Children  ware  verrey  Bad  of  a  fever  when  I  Came 
hom.     But  Sir  as  Knoing  that  Hee  that  Gives  Breth,  takes  it 
when  He  Pleases.    It  was  not  for  that  Reason  that  I  Left,  as  1 
Beleve  you  are  Sencable  thare  was  a  Keeneer  feeling  Tutched 
my  heart.     I  hoope  youre  Honor  Will  Pardon  my  Bouldness  in 
Trubbling  you  with  this  my  Request  &  mannar  of  wrighting  by 
Loocking  on  vou  as  one  Not  Parshal   Imboldens  me  to  It  & 
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request  a  LiiU'  or  Two  Iruin  ymir  IIhiku   ^v;;   h   will   I'.f  <  ".ratcfuly 
a(.kiioli<z«'d  liy  y<»nre  Honor's 

Mos  obdii'Dt  Iluinhle  Devolcd  Serv't 
Robert  Cook. 

I  hoope  yoiiie  Honor  will  Be  Coyud  auuf  to  Excuse  one  that 
wallewes  liim  Self  on  Honor  i*s:  honnistey  &  an  old  Expeiarinsd 
Tarr. 
To  the  Honrbl.  maj'r  Gineral  Clinton  Govener  &  Cominandar  In 

Chief  of  the  States  of  Newyork  at  fort  Montgumerey  In  the 

State  of  Newyork. 


[No.  707.] 

Governor  Clinton  Reports  to  Gm.  Putnam  Jhlatiic  to  the  Situation 

in  the  North  and  ^yest  and  Requests  Reinforeements — Putnam's 

Answer. 

New  Windsor  14th  Aug't  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  left  the  Fort  on  Sunday  last  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  trans- 
act some  public  Business  where  I  coud  be  a  little  more  retired, 
and  thought  to  have  returned  there  before  this;  But  on  Receipt 
of  Letters  yesterday  giving  a  Mellaneholly  Account  of  the  State 
of  our  public  Affairs  to  the  Northward  &  Westward,  a  copy  of 
those  respecting  the  latter  I  inclose  you.  I  am  induced  to  go  that 
way  in  hopes  of  being  able  more  effectually  to  rouze  the  Spirits 
of  the  Militia  &  thereby  give  every  little  Aid  in  the  Power  of  this 
Distressed  &  mutilated  State  to  oppose  the  further  Progress  of 
the  Enemy. 

Shoud  the  Enemy  advance  to  Saraghtoga  as  I  have  great  rea- 
son to  believe  they  speedilly  will,  they  can  from  thence  reinforce 
their  Armv  to  the  Westward  and  insure  the  Reduction  of  Fort 
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Schuyler  now  beseiged  by  them  &  with  the  whole  Coiinly  of  Tryon 

&  Western  Country.     The  Militia  of  Tryon  behaved  nobly  as  you 

will  observe  by  the  inclosed  Accounts,  but  tho  Victorious,  tliey 

have  losst  their  bravest  Officers  which  has  much  dispirited  them. 

They  were  at  most  but  few  in  Number,  and  unless  they  are  soon 

supported  by  Succours  little  more  can  be  expected  of  (hem.    Fnjni 

the  Northern  Army  already  too  weak  they  cannot  expect  any. 

Militia  were  they  to  be  had  without  some  Continental  Troops 

with  them  woud  not  Answer  the  End.     Cant  you  then,  my  D'r 

Sir,  under  these  pressing  Circumstances  venture  to  Spare  either 

Livingston's  or  Cortland's  small  Eegiments  for  this  Service  from 

your  Divission  to  which  I  woud  add  some  Militia  &  by  this  Means 

hope  to  save  that  post  &  Country.     I  am  morally  sure  it  woud 

effectually  do  it.     You  know,  Sir,  I  have  ordered  out  810  Militia 

to  the  Garrissons  and  Peek's  Kill  instead  of  five;  the  Difference 

is  more  than  one  or  other  of  those  Eegiments  &  will  not  this 

Justify  your  parting  with  one  of  them  for  this  very  necessary 

Service.     Pray  let  Me  have  your  Answer  this  Evening  as  I  shall 

set  out  for  Kingston  early  in  the  Morning  &  if  a  Kegimeut  cau 

be  spared  no  Time  shoud  be  losst  in  forwarding  them  to  Albany. 

I  am  D'r  Sir 

your  Most  Obed't 


Genl.  Putnam. 


Geo.  C. 


Peeks  Kill  August  14th  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Kec'd  yours  of  the  14th  Inst,  in  Consequence  of  it  &  former 
orders  Rec'd  from  Genl.  Washington  have  ordered  Col.  Court- 
land's  &  Col.  Livingston's  Regiments  to  march  Immediatly  to 
the  Northward  to  the  relieff  of  Fort  Schuyler  or  as  you  Shall 

Se  fit  to  direct  them. 
15 
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I  wisli  iliriii  a  Sp(MMlv  &  safe  arrival  ^:  vdu  a  most  SiicrcssfuU 
entfiprizc  aj;aiiis(    lliosc  wnrsc  than  iiifrruals. 

I  also  iccM  vinirs  tif  vc  i:!lli  rcspccliiij^  llic  militia. 

N\  illi  >;rcat  rcsiK-'cl  1  am  vuiii-  obcd'l  liiiiiililc  Scin'I 
Israel  Putnam. 
To  his  Excelloncv  (Jov.  Clinton. 


[No.  708.] 

REIM'<»i;(  1:MENTS  for  general  SCHUYLER. 

Massachusetts  Scolds,  but  Furnishes  One-sixth  of  Seven  Regiments — 

New  Hampshire  Sends  John  Stark. 

Kingston  Aug't  141  li  1777. 
f^ir. 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  (pursuant 

to  an  Order  of  Council  of  Safety)  the  enclosed  Copies  of  Letters 

from  the  Council  of  Massachusets  Bay  &  the  Committee  of  Safety 

of  New  Hampshire. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  Servant 

I'ierre  Yixn  Cortlaudt,  Pres'dt. 

His  Exccllcncv  Governor  Clinton. 


State  of  Massachusets  Bay,  Council  Chamber  Aug't  14th  1777. 

Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  27tli  I'liiiiio"  came  t(»  hand  yesterday.     The 
Council  ai'e  extreamly  sorry  to  find  that   there  is  still  so  much 


•  This  communication  from  Pierre  Van  CorUandt,  president  of  the  Council  to  Governor 
Trumbull ,  reads  as  follows: 

Sir— The  Council  of  Safety  has  directed  mc  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  tho  enclosed 
extracts  of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler. 

The  condition  of  the  northern  department  has  become  alarming  and  critical.  The 
evacuation  of  Tlconderoga  was  a  very  unexpectod  event,  and  has  been  attended  with  an 
unhappy  Influence  on  our  affairs. 

The  people  arc  disgusted,    disappointed   and   alarmed. 

The  council  are  constrained  to  observe  that  it  Is  not  in  their  power  to  afford  General 
Schuyler  much  aid.    Five  counties  of  this  State  are  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy;  three 
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Occasion  for  further  Reinforcements  to  tlie  Nortliciii  Armv:  And 
they  are  the  more  anxiously  concerned,  as  great  Disgust  against 
some  of  the  Officers  commanding  in  tluit  Deiiartiiicnl,  has  lakm 
possession  of  the  minds  of  many  wlio  must  be  called  upon  f..r 
that  Service. 

On  the  24th  Ulto.  we  ordered  one  Sixth  part  of  Seven  Regi- 
ments in  the  Counties  of  Worcester  &  Middlesex,  to  reinforce 
Colo.  Warner  at  Manchester  some  of  whom,  we  expect  are  now 
on  the  Ground  and  the  rest  near  it. 

The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet  to  morrow,  and 
your  Request,  with  the  Extracts  from  Genl.  Schuyler's  Letter 
will  be  laid  before  them. 

In  the  name  and  by  Order  of  Council 

I  am  Sir  your  most  Hble.  Serv't 

Artemas  Ward,  President. 

(Copy)  Exam'd  Robt.  Benson  Secry. 

Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Esqr. 


others  are  disunited  by  malcontents  who  meditate  a  revolt,  and  are  attempting  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  present  troubles,  to  advance  their  interested  purposes,  inasmuch  that 
all  order  of  government  has  ceased  among  them.  Of  the  remaining  six  counties,  a  third 
part  of  the  militia  of  three  of  them,  namely:  Orange,  Ulster  and  Dutchess,  has  been  in 
actual  service  ever  since  May  last,  and  are  yet  in  the  field.  Westchester  has  been  so  har- 
rassed  by  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  from  New  York,  that  during  the  last  winter  and  al- 
most ever  since,  their  militia  have  been  obliged  to  provide  for  their  own  defence.  A  third 
part  of  the  county  of  Tryon  are  ordered  to  embody  without  delay;  and  a  considerable 
proportion  of  Albany  are  already  marched  or  marching  to  the  field;  add  to  this  the 
number  of  inhabitants  constantly  employed  on  the  communications  in  transportations, 
&e.  and  the  still  greater  number  who  tempted  by  prospects  of  ease  or  profit  have  quitted 
this  invaded  State,  and  sought  inglorious  ease  among  our  more  peaceful  ni-lghhours.  and 
your  Excellency  will  perceive  how  greatly  our  strength  is  exhausted.  Heaven  has 
blessed  us  with  a  plentiful  harvest,  and  it  deserves  consideration  that  other  States  be- 
sides this  will  be  affected  by  the  loss  of  it. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  the  destruction  of  this  State  will 
bring  the  horrors  of  war  to  the  doors  of  many  who  now  seem  idle  spectators  of  It. 

We  hope  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  will  on  this  occasion  exert  herself  In  a  man- 
ner becoming  the  character  she  has  hitherto  sustained,  in  the  scale  of  American  Import- 
ance, and  that  New  York  will  not  be  left  unsupported  in  this  day  of  trial.— From  the 
Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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State  of  New  IIaini>sliiro.      In  Comiuitteo    of   Safety    Exeter 

Aug't  5tb  1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honoiir  of  receiving;  voiir's  of  the  27th  IJltiiuo  this 
Day  by  Express;  and  agree  with  you  that  the  Loss  of  Ticonderoga 
in  the  manner  it  was  left,  has  occasioned  great  Difficulty  and 
Perplexity  in  our  Affairs;  it  has  occasioned  the  Loss  of  all  Con- 
fidence among  the  People  in  these  Parts  in  the  General  Officers 
of  that  Department.  About  Ten  Days  past  orders  went  out  for 
one  quarter  part  of  the  militia  of  twelve  Regiments  in  this  State 
(The  whole  consisting  of  eighteen  Regiments  only)  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  Genl.  Stark,  to  march  into  your  State  and 
join  Colo.  Warner  in  protecting  the  People  there,  oppose  the 
Progress  of  the  Enemy  and  act  as  Occasion  may  require.  I  was 
informed  this  Day  by  a  Letter  from  General  Stark  that  he  had 
sent  off  from  No.  4*— 700  men  to  join  Colo.  Warner  at  Man- 
chester, and  that  he  should  follow  them  the  next  Day  i  which  was 
last  Sunday)  with  300  more  &  had  ordered  the  remainder  to  fol- 
low him  as  fast  as  they  came  in  to  No.  4— his  whole  Brigade  will 
be  together  in  a  very  few  Days  &  will  consist  of  at  least  1500. 
Half  the  remaining  Six  Regim'ts  of  militia  are  diafled,  equipped 
4^  stand  ready  at  a  minutes  Warning  to  inarch  to  any  part  of 
the  Sea  Coast  of  N.  E.  thay  may  be  attacked,  And  shall  continue 
to  exert  all  our  strength  in  the  common  Cause. 

I  am  Sir  with  due  Respect  your  very  hunible  Serv't 

Mcslicch  Wi-.wc  Chainnan. 
(Copy) 
exam'd  by  Kubt.  Benson  Seciy. 
llonble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Es(}r. 


•The  present  Charlestown,  New  Hampshire. 
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[No.  709.] 
Order  of  Arrest  for  Colonel  Henry  Frey,  a  Tory. 

Committee  Chamber  for  Tryon  County  the  16th  of  Aug.  1777. 

Whereas  Information  has  been  brought  before  this  Board,  that 
Col.  Henry  Frey  formerly  of  Conajohary,  and  a  long  Time  since 
a  Prisoner  of  the  State,  is  come  Home  at  the  most  critical  Season, 
when  the  County  ought  to  be  cleared  off  all  disaffected  Dan- 
gerous Persons,  without  producing  any  authority  for  his  Coming, 
to  this  Board,  and  as  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  Board, 
that  the  said  Henry  Frey  has  been  and  is  still  a  most  dangerous 
Person  to  the  Safety  of  the  State  and  this  County  in  particular; 

RESOLVED,  that  the  said  Henry  Frey  be  tacken  and  delivered 
to  his  Excellency  the  father  of  the  People  of  this  State,  praying 
that  he  may  direct,  that-  the  said  Henry  Frey  be  kept  Prisoner, 
and  not  allowed  to  macke  his  appearance  within  this  County  on 
any  Accounts,  till  the  public  Security  and  the  Equity  of  the 
Legislature  shall  order  it  otherwise. 

RESOLVED,  that  the  officer  appointed  to  carry  him  prisoner 
do  tacke  one  of  his  Horses,  to  bring  him  down,  then  to  dispose 
of  the  Horse,  in  order  to  pay  the  Expences,  provided  his  Excel- 
lency should  be  pleased  to  order  it  otherwise. 

RESOLVED:  that  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve  shall  be  send  along 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  and  that  the  same  be  a  Suf- 
ficient warrant  for  apprehending  and  carrying  the  Prisoner  to 
his  Excellency. 

By  order  of  Committee. 

Peter  S.  Deygert,  Chairman. 

P.  S.  We  must  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  one  of  our 
Senators  and  one  Member  of  the  Assembly  is  amongst  the  slain. 
To  his  Exellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 

New  York. 
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'     Goiriiior  Clinlon  PitinKjiii's  the  LajisJaturi   to  {September  first. 

*  liv  His  Excclk'uc-y  Goorgr  (1in(nn,  Ks(iuiie,  r.ovcniur  of  llic 
State  of  New-York,  General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the 
Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same, 

A  TROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State  stand  pro- 
rogued to  the  twentieth  day  of  this  month;  and  the  situation  of 
public  aitairs  rendering  it  inexpedient  for  the  Legislature  to  meet 
at  so  early  a  day,  I  do,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  autlu)rity  re- 
posed in  me  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  hereby  further 
prorogue  the  said  Senate  and  Assembly  until  Monday,  the  first 
day  of  September  next,  then  to  meet  at  Ts.ingston  in  Ulster 
conniy,  to  proceed  to  business;  of  which  the  good  people  of  this 
State  are  required  to  take  notice,  and  govern  th-.^mselves  accord- 
ingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms  at  Kingston  in 
Ulster  county  aforesaid,  this  eighteenth  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

seventy-seven. 

Geo.  Clinton, 

lly  Hia  Exce'lency's  command. 

Stephen  Lush  Secry. 
God  save  the  People. 


•  From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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[No.  710.] 
Address  of  Albany  Committee  to  George  Clinton  on  11  in  Aninil  in 

Albany. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  General  &  Com 
mander  in  Cliief  of  all  the  Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

The  Committee  of  the  City  of  Albany  with  the  rest  of  the  In- 
habitants of  this  State  join  in  expressing  their  satisfaction  in 
your  Election,  Sir,  to  the  Chief  Magistracy,  a  Post  of  Honor  and 
emminence,  to  which  you  are  entitled,  by  your  Civil  and  Military 
Abilities;  and  for  themselves  and  Constituents  congratulate  you, 
on  your  arrival  in  this  City,  and  bid  you  welcome  to  a  People 
who,  from  the  Commencement  of  the  present  War,  have  shown 
their  Zeal  and  attachment,  An  attachment  founded  on  the  souud- 
est  principles  of  Keligion  and  Morality.  Well  convinced  of  the 
unrighteous  designs  of  Great  Brittain,  they  choose  without  the 
least  Hesitation  rather  to  suffer  for  a  Time  with  a  Free  and  brave 
People  than  to  enjoy  the  Friendship  of  a  Nation  Cruel  in  their 
designs  and  Savage  in  the  execution  of  them. 

With  the  utmost  perseverance  which  no  species  of  persecu- 
tion can  change,  they  again  profess  to  your  Excellency,  their 
attachment  to  the  American  Cause  and  Loyalty  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  with  their  warmest  wishes  to  defend  it's  inestimable 
Rights  and  Priviledges  as  far  as  their  power  extends. 

Under  your  Government  Sir  and  thro'  the  well  regulated  Con- 
stitution of  this  State  we  have  every  reason  to  expect,  that 
Political  happiness  which  a  Free  and  Virtuous  People  always 

enjoy. 
This  Committee  can  not  leave  you  without  the  sin.-,  esi  tlianks 


232  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

for  your  Excellency's  cheerfulness,  in  complying  with  their  re- 
quest by  favouring  this  County  with  your  presence  in  it's  dis- 
tressed and  unhappy  situation. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

John  Barclay,  Chairman. 
Albany  20th  August  1777. 


[No.  711.] 

Dutchess  Contingent  I'nwUliiig  to  Go  to  the  Front. 

Kingston  Aug't  20th  1777—10  OClock  P.  M. 
Pir. 

This  morning  Colo.  Humphrey  of  Dutchess  County  bro't  to 
our  Office,  pursuant  to  your  Excellency's  Order,  a  Return,  of  the 
State  of  his  Regiment  of  militia,  which  I  do  my  self  the  Honor 
to  enclose — he  informed  me  that  the  Drafts  were  very  unwilling 
to  march  to  the  northward,  &  is  doubtfull  whether  more  than  20 
of  the  Drafts  of  his  Regiment  will  move. 

Last  Evening  Messrs.  Jay  &  Morris  returned  from  the  South- 
ward, after  a  long  &  tedious  Passage.  Mr.  Jay  made  a  verbal 
Report,  this  morning,  of  their  Embassy,  the  Substance  of  which 
your  Excellency  will  be  enabled  to  collect  from  the  enclosed  Copy 
of  their  Memorial  to  Congress. 

A  Report  prevailed  this  afternoon  that  Persons  were  employed 
to  collect  Vessels  on  the  River  to  transport  a  number  of  Troops 
from  the  Highlands  to  Albany.  I  have  not  been  able  to  assertain 
the  truth  of  this  Account. 

We  have  received  no  Account  of  Genl.  Howe  &  his  army,  ex- 
cept a  flying  Report  yesterday  that  they  were  landed  in  New 
Hampshire. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  groat  Respect 
Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

Robt.  Benson. 
His  Excelk'ucy  Governor  Clinton. 
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To  his  Excelancy  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
A  Ketiirn  of  a  battalion  of  millitia  in  Dutchea  County  whereof 

William  Humfrey  is  Coll.  ISth  August  1777. 

Capt.  Joshua  Champlin                     112  Draughted  22 

Oapt.  Jonathan  Dennis                         92          Do  17 

Capt.  Israel  Veal                                  74          Do  15 

Capt.  Joseph  Reynolds                         62          Do  11 

Capt.  Johanis  Vandoozen                     54          Do  9 


394  74 

P  William  Humfrey. 


REPORT  OF  JAY  AND  MORRIS. 

Serious    Situation   in   Neio    York — Danger    to    the   State    Unless 

Reinforcements  Are  Promptly  Sent  to  Gen.  Schuyler. 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  Representatives   of  the  United   States  of 

America  in  Genl.  Congress  convened. 

The  Memorial  of  John  Jay  &  Governeur  Morris*  most  hnmhly 
Sheweth. 

That  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New  York  did  on  the 
28th  day  of  July  last  direct  your  memorialists  "to  repair  to  Head 
quarters  &  Confer  with  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  about 
the  State  of  the  northern  Army,  the  means  of  reinforcing  it,  &  all 
such  other  matters  as  might  respect  the  Defence  of  that  State, 
and  to  represent  to  his  Excellency  the  necessity  of  providing  Gar- 
risons for  the  Forts  in  the  Highlands  as  the  Terms  for  which  the 
Militia  then  stationed  there  were  engaged  would  soon  expire." 

That  your  memorialists  have  represented  to  his  Excellency 
Genl.  Washington  that  the  northern  Army  was  far  inferior  in 
numbers  to  that  of  the  Enemy,  &  unable  effectually  to  oppose 


♦  See  pages  115,  143-145. 


234  Public  Pai'krs  of  George  Clinton. 

tliL'ir  flirt licr  Iiuursioiis.     That  the  late  Behavior  of  the  militia 
required  to  reiuforce  the  army,  afforded  but  little  Reason  to  ex- 
pect important  Succor  from  them.    That  one  third  part  of  all  the 
militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  between  the  County  of  Albany 
&  the  District  possessed  by  Genl.  Howe,  had  been  in  actual  Ser- 
vice ever  since  the  month  of  March  last,  &  that  the  remainder 
were  held  in  constant  Readiness,  to  march  to  tlie  Defence  of 
Hudson's  River,  where  it  was  expected  that  the  Enemy  after 
their  Retreat  from  Jersey  would  bend  the  whole  force  of  their 
Southern  Army.     That  for  these  Reasons  Genl.  Schuyler  could 
obtain  no  aid  from  thence.    That  the  Western  parts  of  the  State 
of  New  York  were  threatned  with  an  Invasion  by  the  way  of 
Oswego,  and  that  to  oppose  it,  the  Council  had  ordered  two  hun- 
dred Rangers  to  be  raised  in  the  County  of  Tryon,  and  one  third 
part  of  the  militia  to  be  embodied.    That  from  the  Counties  of 
Gloucester,  Cumberland  &  Charlotte  the  Council  promised  them- 
selves little;  many  of  the  Inhabitants  having  been  prevailed  upon 
to  revolt  from  the  State  of  New  York;  and  as  your  Memorialists 
have  been  informed  a  considerable  number  have  already  submit- 
ted to  and  joined  the  Enem}'.    That  the  Northern  Army  could  not 
therefore  rely  on  any  Reinforcements  from  the  Militia  of  the 
State  of  New  York  except  that  of  the  County  of  Albany,  of 
which  about  One  thousand  were  with  Genl.  Schuyler. 

That  the  northern  &  ^^'estern  Parts  of  the  State  abound  in 
Corn  and  Cattle,  &  that  the  Inhabitants  spread  thro'  a  great  ex- 
tent of  roiiiitry,  A:  iM-in^^  feebly  supported,  are  dissatisfied  and 
have  iiifoniieil  the  (Council  of  Safety,  that  without  timely  assist- 
ance tlie  Enemy  iii;iy  without  Ditlirully  jjossess  themselves  of 
that  C'oniiiry.  i^  thereby  obtain  ample  Supplies,  of  Provisions 
Horses  ( 'aniiip-s  iK:  other  essential  Articles. 
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That  should  such  an  Event  take  place,  the  Six  nations  of  In- 
dians would  be  greatly  in  the  Power  of  the  Enemy  and  ini^lit 
probably  be  prevailed  upon  to  join  them.  That  the  Disaffected 
&  men  of  equivocal  Character  would  embrace  that  Opportunity 
of  testifying  their  Zeal  against  the  American  Cause  by  acts  of 
outrage  and  violence;  and  that  from  all  these  Sources  the  Enemy 
would  daily  derive  great  accessions  of  Strength.  Wherefore, 
your  memorialists  requested  of  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington 
that  a  further  Reinforcement  might  be  sent  from  his  army  to 
that  under  Genl.  Schuyler,  and  that  Garrisons  for  the  Forts  in 
the  Highlands  might  be  otherwise  provided  than  from  the  militia 
of  the  State  of  New  York  who  were  uneasy  at  being  so  frequently 
&  so  long  called  from  their  Habitations. 

That  his  Excellency  assured  your  memorialists  no  more  Troops 
than  the  two  Brigades  he  had  already  ordered  to  the  Northward 
could  with  propriety  be  spared  from  his  Army  and  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  Drafts  from  the  Militia  to  garrison  those  Forts  still 
existed.  That  of  this  your  Memorialists  do  not  entertain  the 
least  Doubt,  being  well  persuaded  that  General  Washington 
would  most  readily  afford  the  northern  Army  &  the  State  of  New 
York  all  the  Aid  &  Relief  in  his  Power. 

Your  Memorialists  therefore,  deeply  impressed,  with  the  Im- 
portance of  the  State  of  New  York  to  the  Common  Cause  &  the 
imminent  Danger  there  is  of  loosing  it,  beg  leave  to  Address  your 
Hon'ble  House  on  this  interesting  Subject: 

They  humbly  presume  to  suggest  that  the  strenu..us  &  unre- 
mitted Exertions  of  that  State,  exclusive  of  more  general  &  ex- 
tensive Considerations  call  loudly  &  justly  for  the  friendly  Sup- 
port &  assistance  of  her  Sister  States,  and  that  it  would  neither 
be  right  or  politic  to  leave  its  Inhabitants  to  the  Fury  of  a  Savage 
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&  Inhuuian  Enemy  whom  they  Lad  irritated  and  incensed  by 
their  EtTorts  to  preserve  the  Liberty  &  Independence  of  all  the 
United  States. 

Your  Memorialists  bejc  leave  further  to  hint  that  should  a  dm 
siderable  Corps  of  Militia  from  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pensil- 
vania  &  New  Jersey  be  immediately  formed  and  ordered  to  join 
Genl.  Washington's  Army,  it  might  perhaps  become  safe  to  order 
a  Division  of  continental  Troops  and  a  Regiment  of  Rifle  men  to 
the  Northward,  without  which  your  Memorialists  are  apprehen- 
sive that  the  State  of  New  York  will  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
Enemy. 

Note,     The  Memorialists  left  Philadelphia  &  set  out  for  Kings- 
ton before  an  answer  could  be  obtained  to  their  Memorial. 


[No.  712.] 

Abrm  JAvinfjstnn  Afil<s  George  Clinton  for  a  Certificate  of  Character. 

Boston  20  August  1777. 
l)"r  Sir, 

A  few  days  since  I  had  the  agreeable  intiligence  that  my 
Countrymen  IkkI  made  choice  of  a  Governor,  which  I  assure  you 
was  very  pleasing,  more  especially  as  that  Command  has  de- 
volved on  a  Person  fur  whom  I  have  so  great  an  Esteem.  Since 
I  liad  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  New  Windsor  I  have  been  al- 
most continually  in  the  Eastern  States  transacting  Bussiness  for 
the  <'ontiiicnt ;  hut  ihe  peculiar  disposition  of  the  People  in  this 
(^uailcr  has  rendered  my  situation  so  disagreeable  that  I  cannot 
with  saiisfarti(»n  continue  among  th(Mn.  This  being  the  case 
I  have  repeatedly  wrote  to  Phil'ia  to  be  recalled,  but  I  have  not 
as  yet  that  pleasure.    I  am  however  constrained  to  say  that  it  is 
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not  all  the  riches  of  India  that  woud  iiidncc  me  l(»  liansact 
Bussiness  under  the  Government  I  now  am.  I  have,  llierefore, 
made  a  settlement  of  my  Public  transaction  and  couclnded  to 
make  the  best  of  my  Way  to  Charles  Town,  South  Carolina,  to  en- 
deavour, if  by  my  industry,  I  can  procure  what  the  piesent  Cala- 
mities hath  deprived  me  of,  ie.  an  Honest  &  Honourable  Siipp(»rl. 
To  this  end  I  have  thrown  my  little  capital  into  that  Channel  of 
Trade  and  purpose  soon  to  be  at  Kington  in  my  Way  thither.  I 
find  by  some  Gentlemen  lately  from  Carolina  that  I  woud  be  es- 
sentially benifited  in  my  concerns,  if  I  were  possessed  of  Creden- 
tials from  the  Government  to  which  I  belong,  certifying  my  at- 
tachment to  the, Cause  of  America;  Altho  this  in  some  places  will 
hardly  be  doubted,  Yet  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  thought 
necessary  to  take  such  measures  to  prevent  a  multitude  of  people 
daily  crouding  upon  them,  many  of  whom  are  totally  unknown  & 
some  suspected  Caracters,  as  then  it  seems  to  be  their  dete^rmina- 
tion  to  admitt  no  person  to  come  among  them  for  the  purpose  of 
Trade  without  proper  Certificates.  I  woud  not  wish  for  a  dis- 
crimination in  my  favour  especially  from  a  people  by  whom  I 
may  with  propriety  be  counted  a  Pilgrim. 

For  these  reasons  Permitt  me  to  request  you  to  do  nie  the 
favour  to  certify  my  intention  of  going  to  Carolina  iV  what  you 
know  of  my  Public  Caracter,  wether  it  borders  on  ^Vigisnl  or 
the  reverse.  I  am  induced  to  make  this  application  in  tln' 
manner  I  do,  because  it  is  probable  I  shall  not  have  the  hajipiuess 
to  see  you  at  Kingston.  A  personal  application  woud  alTord  me 
more  satisfaction  but  as  my  seeing  you  will  be  (luitc  unceriain 
I  must  beg  you  to  be  good  enough  to  have  the  Certificate  inclosed 
in  a  Cover,  directed  to  be  left  at  my  fathers  at  Hurly.  Knowing 
as  I  do  your  chearfull  disposition  to  assist  any  person  when  you 
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Lave  it   in  your  iMtwci-  1  sluill   not  make  any  Ai>oloj;y  for  this 

trouble. 

That  in  your  elevated  station  you  may  enjoy  every  felicity  you 

wish  yourself,  &  that  the  Blessings   [of]   Heaven  &  of  future 

Generations  may  rest  on  you  and  yours  is  the  Ardent  Wish  of 

Your  most  Obedient 

Hum'e  Servant 

Abr'm  Livingston. 
His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  713.] 
SCHOHARIE  TORN  WITH  ALARM. 
The  Raid  on  Fort  Defiance — The  People  in  Distress  and  Terror- 
Peter  Trooman's  Statement. 

Schoharey  Fort  Defyance,  August  the  20  1777. 
Sir, 

On  my  Return  to  this  place  I  found  the  wholl  Country  in  alarm; 

and  the  popell  So  intimadated  that  it  was  out  of  my  powir  to 

inlist  aney  Considrabell  number  of  men ;  and  thos  that  Did  ing;i<,H' 

ware  So  Scat  red  thai  it  has  ben  out  of  my  power  to  Colect  them 

as  they  had  to  go  horn  for  their  Nesacarys;  the  peopell  of  Har- 

persfield  onfortinately  fell  into  the  hands  of  McDanald,  who 

amediatly  Swor  them  not  to  take  up  arms  agaiusi  the  King  of 

liiitan.    As  for  ftirtlicr  perticklers  I  Refer  you  to  Die  IJaiicr,  who 

will  give  you  a  full  information  and  Kcuiaiu,  Sir,  your  lIuMihcll 

Serv't 

John  Harper. 

To  The  Ilonbcll.  the  Presead't    of  the  Council  of  Sufcty  at 

Kings!  own. 


Schohary,  Fort  Defyance  Aug't  20th  1777. 
Sir. 

We  have  no  dcjubt  before  this  lime  you  have  heard  of  our  ah'rm- 

ing  and  distressed  condition  and  though  we  have  long  foreseen 
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the  Storm  &  have  made  repeated  Applycalion  loi-  iclicl'f,  we  have 
received  nothing  in  return  but  false  Eppistles,  negh;ct  and  con 
tempt,  and  we  can  assure  you  that  it  is  the  General  (»itiiii(»ii  iK: 
speech  of  the  people,  that  the  State  is  betrayed,  whi<  li  ajipcars 
to  evident;  we  ware  incurraged  with  the  hopes  of  Troops  c<»iiiii<; 
to  our  assistance  in  consequence  of  the  application  made  to  the 
Council  by  Mr.  Wills,  but  have  been  inform'd  that  the  Troops 
ordered  for  that  purpose  were  sent  another  way.  We  have  since 
repeatedly  applyed  to  the  Committee  of  Albany,  whose  duty  we 
thought  it  to  exert  themselves  in  our  favour,  but  have  been 
inock'd  with  inconsistent  letters,  requesting  us  to  defend  our- 
selves at  a  time  when  almost  all  the  Neighbouring  Setlemeuts 
and  the  greater  part  of  our  own  Inhabitants  ware  actually  in 
arms  against  us;  and  notwithstanding  our  repeated  aplicatious, 
we  have  not  received  one  man  to  our  assistance  except  a  small 
party  of  the  light  Horse,  Which  Col.  Uarper  procured  at  the 
risk  of  his  life,  and  six  French  Men  rais'd  at  his  own  expeuce, 
and  they  ware  alowed  to  continue  for  so  short  a  time  that  they 
could  not  be  of  any  jjermenant  service;  and  now  one  half  of  this 
valuable  setlement  lyes  in  ruin  &,  dselution,  our  Houses  plan 
dered,  our  Cattle  destroyd  &  our  well  affected  in  Habitants  taken 
prisoners  and  sworn  not  to  discover  the  Enemy's  plots  or  pro 
ceedings,  nor  to  take  up  arms  against  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
or  his  adherents,  and  the  Indians  &  Tories  are  now  lying  lurk- 
ing in  the  Woods  waiting  for  another  reinforcement;  all  our 
people  on  whome  we  can  relye  with  their  Family's  in  Garison, 
and  our  whole  Harvest  (the  best  in  the  memory  of  Man)  lyeing 
rotting  in  the  Fields,  and  we  see  nothing  but  utter  distruction 
before  us,  except  your  Honorable  Council  procure  us  ininicdiaic 
reliefe,  Sir,  we  need  not  innumerate  any  more  of  our  grievances, 
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but  refer  you  to  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Wm.  Harper,  who  came  to  our 
assistance,  the  11th  Inst.  &  has  continued  -to  exert  himself  with 
us  ever  since,  who  can  inform  you  more  pertcularly  of  the  whole 
of  our  afifairs  then  we  can  write. 

We  remain.  Sir,  yours  &  the  Council  of  J^afety,  Siuceie 

And  most  obedient  hum'e  Serv'ts. 
By  order  of  the  Council  of  War. 

Peter  Vroman,  president. 
To  The  Honble.  the  Presedent  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 


[No.  7U.] 
Major  John  Cantiues  Rcfunis  of  Ilifi  Corps  of  lister  Militia. 

Return  of  a  Detachment  of  Militia  from  Ulster  County  to  be 
Commanded  by  Coll.  Morris  Graham  now  under  the  Command 
of  Major  John  Cantine. 

Van  Schaick's  Island  August  22,  1777. 
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[No.  715.] 

BAUME'S  DEFEAT  AT  BENNINdTON. 

Gem^ge  Glintoii's  Report  of  John  BtarWs  Victory — Casualties  and 

Trophies — Morgan's  Riflemen  Expected. 

Albany  Aug't  22d  1777. 
Sir, 

I  arrived  here  the  19th  Instant  and  should  have  wrote  you 
sooner  if  I  had  not  been  informed  that  the  Committee  of  this 
County  had  transmitted  you  every  Intelligence  worthy  of  atten- 
tion. 

The  Battle  of  Bennington*  was  much  more  decisive  than  the 
first  accounts  make  it.  The  Enemy  came  out  1300  strong  and 
being  quickly  routed  by  the  warm  and  constant  Fire  of  our 
Men  were  reinforced  by  1500  more;  the  Militia  charged  them 
with  redoubled  Fury  and  upon  receiving  the  first  or  second  Fire 
the  Enemy  beat  a  Parley.    This  our  People  unfortunately  did 


*  Burgoyne's  account  of  the  Battle  of  Bennington,  taken  from  his  order  book,  of  date 
August  26th,  1777,  Is  as  follows: 

"  The  Lieut.  General  having  received  the  report  from  Lt.  Col.  Breymann,  relative  to 
the  affair  at  Saintwick  Mills,  and  also  having  obtained  every  collateral  information  pos- 
sible, thinks  it  justice  to  declare  publickly,  that  he  has  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfled  with 
the  personal  Spirit  of  the  Officers  and  Troops  in  the  Action;  that  on  the  contrary  the 
Officers  who  command  the  different  Corps  acted  with  intrepidity. 

"  The  failure  of  the  Enterprize  seems  in  the  first  Instant  to  have  been  owing  to  the 
Credulity  of  those  who  managed  the  Department  of  intelligence,  suffered  great  numbers 
of  the  Rebel  Soldiers  to  pass  and  repass,  and  perhaps  count  the  numbers  of  the  Detach- 
ment, and  upon  ill-founded  confidence  induced  Lieut.  Co.  Baume  to  advance  too  far  to 
have  a  secure  retreat.  The  next  cause  was  the  slow  movement  of  Lieut.  Col.  Brey- 
mann's  Corps,  which  from  bad  weather,  bad  Koads,  tired  horses  and  other  impediments 
stated  by  Lieut.  Colo.  Breymann,  could  not  reach  24  miles  from  eight  in  the  morning  of 
the  15th  to  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th.  The  Succour  therefore  arrived  too  late. 
The  failure  of  Ammunition,  in  the  management  of  which  there  appears  to  have  been 
improvidence,  was  another  misfortune.  The  rest  seem  common  Accidents  of  War.  Upon 
the  whole  the  Enemy  have  severely  felt  their  little  success,  and  there  is  no  circumstance 
to  affect  the  Army  with  further  regret  or  melanchoUy,  than  that  which  arises  from  the 
loss  of  some  gallant  men.  But  let  the  Affair  of  the  Mill  at  Saintwick  remain  hencefor- 
ward as  a  lesson  against  the  impositions  of  a  treacherous  enemy,  many  of  whom  In  the 
very  hour  of  swearing  allegiance  to  the  King,  fought  against  his  Troops,  and  against 
expending  Ammunition  too  fast,  by  which  conquering  Troops  were  obliged  to  retire  with 
loss.  The  Reflection  upon  this  Affair  will  moreover  excite  Alertness  and  Exertion  In 
every  Corps  marching  for  the  support  of  another,  by  shewing  in  whatever  degree  those 
qualities  may  be  possessed  by  the  Commanding  Officer  (and  they  are  not  doubted  in  the 
present  instance),  yet  unless  they  are  general,  common  accidents  may  become  fatal,  and 
the  loss  of  two  hours  may  decide  the  turn  of  an  enterprise,  and  It  might  happen  in  some 
cases,  the  fate  of  a  Campaign." 

IG 
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not  understand,  but  pressed  u|mmi  iIu-mi  &  oblljjod  thoni  to  fly, 
pursuing:  them  with  a  brisk  Fire  for  many  Miles.  Had  it  not 
been  for  this  Mistalce  tlie  whole  who  certainly  composed  near 
one  half  of  their  main  army  must  have  infallibly  fallen  into  our 
Hands   and  proved  a  decisive  victory. 

The  Number  taken  was  GG9,  of  which  about  100  were  wounded 
and  :\-  were  commissioned  Oflicers;  222  killed  and  great  Reason 
to  believe  there  are  many  as  (our)  People  are  continually  picking 
them  up  for  the  Extent  of  five  or  six  Miles  in  the  Rout  they  were 
pursued. 

The  Arlilleiy  &  Arms  taken  are  as  follows 
1)00  Swords  for  the  Dragoons; 
Upwards  of  1000  stand  of  arms; 
one  12,  two  9,  and  one  4  Brass  Field  Pieces; 

Our  Ivoss  was  between  20  &  30  killed  &  not  exceeding  50 
wounded. 

I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  Genl.  Burgoyne's  Instructions*  to  Lieut. 

•  Not  found  In  Clinton  papers.  Taken  fiom  the  Journal  of  Lieut.  James  M.  Hadden, 
Royal  Artillery. 

Copy  of  Gen'l  Burgoyne's  private  instructions  to  Lt.  Col.  Baume.  "Instructions  for 
Lieut.  Col.  Baume. 

The  object  of  your  expedition  Is,  to  try  the  affection  of  the  Country;  to  disconcert  the 
councils  of  the  Enemy,  to  mount  the  Reidesils  Dragoons,  to  compleat  Peter's  Corps  and 
obtain  large  supplies  of  Cattle,  Horses  &  Carriages. 

The  several  Corps  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  list,  are  to  form  your  Command.  The 
Troops  must  take  no  Tents  and  what  little  Baggage  is  carried  by  officers  must  be  on 
their  own  Bat-horses.  You  are  to  proceed  from  Batten  Kill  to  Arlington,  and  take  post 
there  'till  the  Detachment  of  Provincials  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Sherwood  shall 
Join  you  from  the  Southward.  You  are  then  to  proceed  to  Manchester,  where  you  will 
again  take  post,  so  as  to  secure  the  pass  of  the  Mountains  on  the  Road  from  Manchester 
lo  Rockingham;  from  hence  you  will  detach  the  Indians  and  light  Troops  to  the  North- 
ward toward  Otter  Creek.  On  their  return  and  receiving  intelligence  that  no  Enemy  is 
upon  the  Connecticut  River,  you  will  proceed  by  the  Road  over  the  mountains  to  Rock- 
Ingham,  where  you  will  take  post.  This  will  be  the  most  distant  part  of  the  expedition, 
and  must  be  proceeded  upon  with  caution,  as  you  will  have  the  defile  of  the  Mountains 
behind  you,  which  might  make  a  retreat  difficult.  You  must  therefore  endeavour  to  be 
informed  of  the  force  of  the  Enemies  Militia  in  the  neighbouring  Country;  Should  you 
And  it  may  with  prudence  be  effected,  you  are  to  remain  there  while  the  Indians  & 
Light  Troops  are  detached  up  the  River;  and  you  are  afterwards  to  descend  the  River 
to  Urattleborough  and  from  that  place  by  the  quickest  march  you  are  lo  return  by  the 
great  road  to  Albany.  During  your  whole  progress  your  detachments  are  to  have  orders 
to  bring  in  to  you  all  horses  flt  to  mount  the  Dragoons  under  your  command,  or  to 
serve  as  bat-horsest  for  the  Troops,  together  with  as  many  Saddles  and  bridles  as  can 
be  found.  The  number  of  Horses  requisite  besides  those  necessary  for  mounting  the 
Regiment  of  Dragoons  ought  to  be  Thirteen  Hundred.  If  you  can  bring  more  for  the  use 
ot  the  Army  It  will  be  bo  much  the  better.    Your  Parties  are  likewise  to  bring  In  Wag- 
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gons  and  other  convenient  carriages,  with  as  many  draft  Oxen  aa  will  bo  necessary  to 
draw  them,  and  all  Cattle  fit  for  slaughter,  milch  Cows  excepted,  which  are  to  be  left 
for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants.  Regular  receipts  in  the  form  hereto  subjoined,  arc  to  bo 
given  in  all  places  where  any  of  the  above  mentioned  articles  are  taken,  to  such  per- 
sons as  have  remain'd  in  their  habitations  and  otherwise  complied  with  the  Terms  of 
(Gen'l  Burgoyne's)  ye  manifesto.  But  no  receipt  is  to  be  given  to  such  as  are  known 
to  be  acting  in  the  service  of  the  Rebels.  As  you  will  have  with  you  persons  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  Country,  it  may  perhaps  be  advisable  to  tax  the  several  dIstrlcU 
with  their  proportions  of  the  several  articles,  and  limit  the  hours  of  delivery;  and 
shou'd  you  find  it  necessary  to  move  before  such  delivery  can  be  made,  hostages  of  the 
most  respectable  People  shou'd  be  taken  to  secure  their  following  next  day.  All  posalblo 
means  to  be  used  to  prevent  plundering.  As  it  is  probable  that  Capt.  Sherwood  who  In 
already  detached  to  the  Southward,  and  will  join  you  at  Arlington,  will  drive  a  consid- 
erable quantityof  Cattle  and  Horses  to  you;  you  will  thereforo  send  in  these  cuttk'  to  the 
Army,  with  a  proper  detachment  from  Peters  Corps  to  cover  them.  In  order  to  dlBlncum- 
ber  yourself,  but  you  must  always  keep  the  Regiment  of  Dragoons  compact.  The 
Dragoons  themselves  must  ride  and  take  care  of  the  Horses  of  the  Regiment.  Those 
Horses  which  are  destined  for  the  use  of  the  Army  must  be  tied  together  by  strings  of  • 
Ten  each  in  order  that  one  Man  may  lead  Ten  Horses.  You  will  give  the  unarmed  Men 
of  Peters  Corps,  to  conduct  them,  and  the  Inhabitants  whom  you  can  trust.  You  must 
always  take  your  Camps  in  a  good  Position,  but  at  the  same  time  where  there  is  good 
pasture;  and  you  must  have  a  chain  of  Centinels  around  your  Cattle  when  graizing. 

Col'l  Skeene  will  be  with  you  as  much  as  possible  in  order  to  assist  you  with  his  ad- 
vice to  help  you  to  distinguish  the  good  Subjects  from  the  bad,  to  procure  the  best  in- 
telligence of  the  Enemy,  and  choose  those  people  who  are  to  bring  me  the  accounts  of 
your  progress  and  success. 

When  you  find  it  necessary  to  halt  for  a  day  or  two,  you  must  always  entrench  the 
Camp  of  the  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  in  order  never  to  risque  an  attack  or  affront  from 
the  Enemy.  As  you  will  return  with  the  Regiment  of  Dragoons  mounted,  you  must 
always  have  a  detachment  of  Oapt.  Frazers  or  Peter's  Corps  in  front  of  the  Regiment 
of  Dragoons,  in  order  to  prevent  your  falling  into  an  ambuscade  when  you  march  thro, 
the  woods.  You  will  use  all  possible  means  to  make  the  Country  believe  that  the  Troops 
under  your  command  are  the  advanced  Corps  of  the  Army,  and  that  it  is  intended  to 
pass  to  Connecticut  on  the  Road  to  Boston.  You  will  likewise  insinuate  that  the  main 
Army  from   Albany   is   to  be   joined   at  Springfield   by  a  Corps  of  Troops  from   Rhode 

Island.  •,       1  X. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  Corps  under  Mr.  Warner,  now  supposed  to  be  at  Man- 
chester will  retreat  before  you;  but  should  they  contrary  to  expectation  be  able  to  col- 
lect in  great  force,  and  post  themselves  advantageously  it  is  left  to  your  discretion  to 
attack  them  or  not,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  your  Corps  is  too  valuable,  to  let  any 
considerable  loss  be  hazarded  on  the  occasion.  Should  any  Corps  be  moved  from  Mr 
Arnold's  main  Army  in  order  to  interrupt  your  Retreat,  you  are  to  take  as  strong  a  Post 
as  the  Country  will  afford  and  send  the  quickest  intelligence  to  me,  and  you  may  depend 
on  my  making  such  movements  as  shall  put  the  Enemy  between  two  fires,  or  otherwise 

effectually  sustain  you.  #„..„i„vf 

It  is  imagined  the  progress  of  this  expedition  may  be  executed  in  about  a  fortnight 
but  every  movement  of  it  must  depend  on  your  success  in  obtaining  such  supplies  of 
Provisions  as  will  enable  you  to  subsist  for  your  return  to  this  Army  in  ca««  y°"/;^^ 
get  no  more;  and  should  not  the  Army  be  able  to  reach  Albany  before  your  expedillon 
shou'd  be  completed.  I  will  find  means  to  send  you  notice  of  it,  and  give  your  Route 

TiTersons^'i^g  in  Committees,  or  any  Officers  under  the  direction  of  the  Congress, 
either  civil  or  Military,  are  to  be  made  Prisoners. 
I  heartily  wish  you  success,  and  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir 
Your  most  obed't  humble  Serv't 

John  Burgoyne,  Lieut  t  Gen  1. 


tBat    in  French,  signifies  pack  saddle,  and  Bat-Horses,  or  Baw-Horses,  are  baggage 
horses  belonging  to  the  officers  when  on  actual  duty 

Bat-Men,  or  Baw-Men,  were  originally  ^'''^''^"tslt.red  in  war  time  to  take  c^ 
horses  belonging  to  the  train  °i  artillery    bakery,   baggage    ^^^-'^^^'^f^^^Vgimental 
wore  the  king's  livery   during  their  service      Men   who  were  excuseai^^  ^^^^^^^    ^^^^ 
duty,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  attending  to  the  horses  ueionging  lo 
called  Bat-Men. 
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Colo.  Bauiii  who  comniainlrd  tli<-  lirst  PaiJy  inul  died  of  the 
Wounds  he  received  in  the  acti«»n  which  you  are  at  Liberty  to 
publish  if  you  think  it  will  answer  any  valuable  End.* 

I  think  it  is  not  probable  from  those  Instructions,  that  Genl. 
Howe  means  to  carry  his  Operations  to  the  Eastward  as  Genl. 
Burgoyne  wished  to  have  the  People  made  to  believe  that  that 
was  to  be  the  Case. 


•  From  the  Diary  of  Lieutenant  William  Digby  of  the  53d  or  Shropshire  Regiment  of 
Foot.  (July)  3uth.  We  moved  on  farther  to  a  rising  ground  about  a  mile  south  of  Fort 
Edward,  and  encamped  on  a  beautiful  situation  from  whence  you  saw  the  most  romantic 
prospect  of  the  Hudson's  river;  intersperced  with  many  small  islands,  and  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  line  about  2  miles  in  our  rear.  There  is  a  fine  plain  about  the  Fort,  which 
appeared  doubJy  pleasing  to  us,  who  were  so  long  befoie  buriid  in  woods  On  the  whole, 
the  country  thereabout  wore  a  very  different  appearance  from  any  we  had  seen  since 
our  leaving  Canada,  and  from  that  Fort  to  Albany,  about  46  miles,  the  laud  improves 
much,  and  no  doubt  in  a  little  time  will  be  thickly  settled.  The  enemy  were  then  en- 
camped about  4  miles  from  us;  but  it  was  not  thought  they  intended  to  make  a  stand. 
At  this  time  a  letter  appeared  addressed  to  General  Burgoyne,  I  believe  found  nailed  to 
a  tree.  There  was  no  name  signed,  yet  it  was  thought— (how  true  heaven  only  knows)— 
to  be  wrote  by  brigadier  general  Arnold,  who  opposed  our  fleet  the  preceding  year  on 
Lake  Champlain,  and  was  then  second  in  command  under  General  Gates.  He  first  tells 
him,  not  to  be  too  much  elated  on  his  rapid  progress,  as  all  he  had  as  yet  gained  was 
an  uncultivated  desert,  and  concluded  his  letter  by  desiring  him  to  beware  of  crossing 
the  Hudson's  river,  making  use  of  that  memorable  saying,  "Thus  far  shalt  thou  go 
and  no  farther."  We  heard  by  some  intelligence  from  the  enemy's  camp,  that  Genls. 
St.  Clair  &  Schyler  were  ordered  before  a  committee  of  their  congress,  to  account  for 
their  reasons  of  evacuating  Ticondcroga.  As  yet,  the  fickle  Goddess  Fortune  had  smiled 
upon  our  arms,  and  crowned  our  wishes  with  every  kind  of  success,  which  might  easyly 
be  seen  from  the  great  spirits  the  Army  in  general  were  in;  and  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  of  conquest,  victory  &c.  &c.  were  formed  of  crowning  the  campaign  with,  from 
the  general  down  to  the  private  soldier;  but  alas!  this  life  is  a  constant  rotation  of 
changes;  and  the  man,  who  forms  the  smallest  hopes,  has  generally  the  greatest  chance 
of  happiness.  In  the  evening,  our  Indians  had  a  skirmish  with  an  advance  party  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  a  heavy  fire  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  latter  fled  with  loss. 
During  our  stay  there,  many  of  the  country  people  came  to  us  for  protection.  Those 
are  styled  by  the  enemy  tor>'s,  and  greatly  persecuted  if  taken  after  fighting  against 
them. 

August  9th.  We  moved  on  to  Fort  Millerf  9  miles  nearer  Albany,  and  which  the 
enemy  evacuated  some  days  before.  What  I  could  see  and  learn  is,  that  few  of  the 
forts  situated  on  the  Hudson  River  in  that  part,  are  proof  against  cannon;  they  being 
built  during  the  last  war  in  order  to  defend  stores  and  amunition  from  the  inroads  of 
the  Indians,  who  frequently  came  down  In  large  numbers,  plundering  and  scalping  our 
first  settlers  n-siding  contiguous  to  that  river,  and  were  full  sufficient  to  withstand  any 
attack  made  with  small  arms.  I  then  heard  the  very  disagreeable  news  of  our  rcKiment 
(Md)  being  ordered  back  to  garrison  Ticondcroga  and  Fort  George.  I  was  much  con- 
cerned at  It,  as  in  all  probability  I  should  not  see  them  again  during  the  war,  which 
must  bo  attended  with  many  Inconveniences;  but  as  It  was  their  tour  of  duty,  there  was 
no  putting  It  over  tho  ever  so  disagreeable,  which  It  certainly  was  to  every  officer  In 
the  regiment.  Wo  had  many  sick  at  this  time  of  fevers  &  agues  so  common  to  the 
climate.    Cap.  Wight,  to  whose  company  I  belonged,  was  so  ill  as  not  to  be  able  to  go 

t  This  was  one  of  the  forts  which  was  noted  during  tho  old  French  wars,  and  wit- 
nessed the  achievements  of  the  troops  of  Sir  William  Joliiison  and  Huron  Uieskau.  The 
place  is  frequently  denominated  In  writings  relating  to  the  campaign  of  Burgoj'ne  as 
Duers  Houso,  from  the  fact  that  the  house  of  Judge  Duer  stood  near  It,  and  was 
occuplfd  by  Burgoyne  as  bis  head-quarters. 
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To  the  Southward  or  up  Hudson's  Kiver,  thci-cforc,  and  i  In- 
latter  I  think  most  probable,  must  be  his  Object  if  he  lias  aii\. 

I  have  applied  to  Genl.  Gates  for  the  Cannon  biouj^ht  down 
from  Fort  George  which  are  useless  where  they  now  ar<'  for 
our  Shipping  and  Fortresses  in  the  Highlands;  he  has  pr(»inis*-d 
to  send  them  to  me  without  Delay  that  I  may  dispose  of  ihcm 

on  with  us,  and  many  other  officers  were  seized  with  those  disorders,  as  the  heats  then 
were  very  severe  and  violent,  particularly  in  a  camp.  All  sorts  of  meat  were  tainted 
in  a  very  short  time,  and  the  stench  very  prejudicial,  and  cleanlyness  about  our  camp 
was  a  great  consideration  towards  the  health  of  the  army.  I  there  received  a  letter 
from  an  officer  of  ours,  who  had  been  wounded  at  Hubberton,  7th  July,  in  which  he 
informed  me  that  before  they  were  removed  to  Ticonderoga.  the  wolves  came  down  In 
numbers  from  the  mountains  to  devour  the  dead,  and  even  some  that  were  In  a  kind  of 
manner  buried,  they  tore  out  of  the  earth;  the  great  stench  thro  the  country  being  tho 
cause  of  their  coming  down,  and  was  enough  to  have  caused  a  plague. 

****** 

13th.  We  moved  3  miles  and  encamped  at  a  post  called  Batten  Kill,  a  strong  situation 
bordering  on  the  river  Hudson,  intended  for  the  army  to  cross  over.  Our  corps  crossed 
the  river  with  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  and  encamped  about  2  miles  west  of  It.  The 
troops  crossed  in  battows,  which  were  very  tedious,  as  we  had  but  few.  About  a  mile 
below,  the  horses  and  baggage  forded  it  with  some  difficulty,  the  water  being  high 
from  a  great  fall  of  rain,  which  came  on  during  the  preceding  night,  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  troops  were  put  into  barracs  built  there  for  lOOO  men  by  Gen.  Schyler.  His 
house  was  a  small  way  in  our  front,  and  the  best  we  had  as  yet  seen  in  that  part,  and 
much  superior  to  many  gentleman's  houses  in  Canada.  It  was  intended  we  should 
move  the  next  day  to  an  eminence  a  little  distance,  which  was  reckoned  a  good  post, 
and  where  there  was  plenty  of  forage  for  the  army. 

16th.  Our  orders  for  marching  were  countermanded  and  others  given  out  for  us,  to 
move  at  3  o'clock  next  morning.  As  I  was  upon  no  particular  duty,  I  rode  back  to  tbe 
line,  who,  with  Gen.  Burgoyne  were  at  Fort  Miller,  and  in  the  evening  returned  to  our 
camp,  crossing  over  our  new  bridge  of  boats,  which  was  almost  then  finished.  At  night 
I  mounted  an  advanced  picquet,  and  had  orders  to  rgturn  to  camp  next  morning  at 
Revally  Beating,  day  break.  Nothing  extraordinary  passed  during  the  night,  every 
thing  quiet  about  our  post,  and  on  going  to  return  in  the  morning  received  orders— the 
17th— to  remain,  as  the  corps  was  not  to  move  that  day,  and  to  keep  a  very  sharp  look 
out;  on  which  we  naturally  supposed  something  extraordinary  had  happened.  Soon 
after  an  engineer  came  out  to  us  with  a  number  of  men  to  throw  up  a  breast  work. 
Still  it  looked  suspicious;  but  we  were  soon  made  acquainted  with  tho  melancholy  re- 
port, that  the  detachment,  which  marched  from  us  on  the  11th  were  all  cut  to  pieces  by 
the  enemy  at  Bennington,  their  force  being  much  superior.  Our  4  pieces  of  cannon 
were  taken,  two  6  pounders  &  two  3  pounders.  I  fear  the  officer  who  commanded,  a 
German,  took  post  in  a  bad  situation,  and  was  surrounded  by  the  enemy  after  expending 
all  his  amunition.  Our  Albany  voluntiers  behaved  with  great  bravery;  but  were  not 
seconded  by  the  Germans  and  Savages;  and  it  was  much  regretted  British  were  not 
sent  in  their  place.  The  express  also  informed  [us]  that  the  enemy  was  greatly  elated 
in  consequence  of  the  above,  and  were  upon  the  move;  but  where  he  could  not  tell. 
Our  situation  was  not  the  best,  as  from  the  great  fall  of  rain  our  bridge  was  near 
giving  way  by  the  flood,  which  almost  totally  cut  off  our  communication  with  Genl. 
Burgoyne  and  the  line.  Our  post  was  also  far  from  a  good  one,  being  surrounded  and 
commanded  by  hills  around-Gen.  Frazier  not  intending  to  remain  there  above  a  night 
or  two.  About  4  in  the  evening  our  picquet  was  relieved  by  Lord  Balcarres  and  the 
Battalion  of  light  Infantry,  who  were  to  lie  on  their  arms  there  during  the  night.  Our 
orders  were,  to  be  in  readiness  to  recross  the  river  next  morning  at  day  break,  and 
during  the  night,  to  remain  accoutred  and  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  moments  warning. 
The  rain  still  continued. 
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as  I  think  proper.     I  hope,  therefore,  to  send  them  down  the 
River  in  a  few  Days  where  they  will  be  much  wanted. 

Genl.  Harkhimer  [Herkimer]  is  dead  of  his  Wounds;  his  Leg 
was  taken  off  and  he  survived  it  bui  a  few  Hours. 

Genl.  Arnold  with  his  Party  is  at  Fort  Dayton  about  KIO  i)f 
the  Militia  of  Tryon  County  only  are  with  him.  I  have  issued 
my  positive  Orders  to  the  Officers  commanding  the  rcsi»ective 
Regiments  there  to  detach  one  Half  to  join  Genl.  Arnold's  Anny ; 
&  Colos.  Cortlandt's  &  Livingston's  Regiments  marched  this 
Evening  for  his  further  Reinforcement. 

The  Enemy  in  that  Quarter  liaving  acquired  a  considerable 
accession  of  Numbers  from  Tories  &  Indians  the  above  Measures 
were  rendered  necessary.  The  Garrison  however  by  very  late 
Accounts  are  high  in  Spirits  and  well  provided  and  I  have  no 
Doubt  but  we  shall  in  a  few  Days  receive  the  most  agreable  In- 
telligence from  that  Quarter.  From  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscoraras 
whose  Chiefs  are  now  with  Genl.  Arnold,  we  have  the  fullest 
Assurances  of  Assistance,  but  have  nofhing  to  expect  from  any 
other  of  Tribes  of  the  six  Nations  until  our  Successes  intimi- 
date them  into  Friendship.  Since  the  alTair  at  Benniugton  an 
Indian  has  not  heard  of  to  the  Northward;  the  scalping  Busi- 
ness seems  to  have  ceased. 

I  cant  learn  that  the  main  Budy  of  the  Enemy  are  far  S«»uili 
ward  nor  from  the  best  Accounts  are  any  of  them  on  this  side 
of  Saraghtoga;  indeed  I  don't  apprehend  any  gieat  Danger  frctni 
the  future  Operations  of  ^Ir.  Burgoyne— and  I  would  fain  hope 
unless  he  exersices  a  greater  Share  of  I'rudence  than  he  has 
hitherto  discovered  we  shall  not  only  be  able  to  prevent  him 
from  fiinlM-r  jicnci  i-iling  inio  llie  ("onnlry  Inil  soon  obli,t;('  him 
to  retire  wiih  a  weak  &  broken  Army.     By  a  Letter  from  Genl. 
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Washington  lately  rec'd  I  liave  a  Right  to  expoct  lin.-  ,■^,■^\ 
Minute  Morgan's  Corps  of  Rifle  men  who  I  think  will  he  ;i!.lc 
to  match  the  Indians  &  Tories  &  be  of  vast  Service  to  our  ai my. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 

Mr.  Livingston  &  myself  returned  from  Camp  this  Evening — 
we  mean  to  return  there  again  on  Sunday  as  Genl.  Gates  has 
requested  my  attendance  to  meet  Genl.  Lincoln  there  on  that 
Day.  Mr.  Livingston  begs  his  Excuse  in  not  writing  to  Coimcil 
as  this  Letter  contains  Every  Intelligence  he  co'd  convey  them. 
40  odd  of  the  Tories  taken  at  Bennington  are  sent  to  this  Place. 
I  must  [am]  at  a  Loss  how  to  dispose  of  them.  I  think  it  not 
Right  to  keep  them  here. 

[To  Council  of  Safety.] 


[No.  716.] 

TRYON  COUNTY  REGIMENTS  FOR  FORT  SCIIUYLEK. 
Governor  CUntoti's  Rigorous  Orders  for  Gontumacwiis  Militiamen. 
Head  Quarters  Half  Moon  22d  Aug't  1777. 

While  I  have  the  highest  Sense  of  the  Loyalty  Valor  &  Brav- 
ery of  the  Militia  of  Tryon  County  manifested  in  the  A'iotorv 
gained  by  them  under  the  Command  of  their  late  worthy  Genl. 
Hakimer  for  which  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  free  &  Inde- 
pend't  State  of  New  York  they  have  my  most  hearty  Thanks. 
It  gives  me  the  greatest  Pain  to  be  informed  that  any  DiHicnlty 
shoud  arise  in  their  joining  the  Army  under  Genl.  Arnold  v^c 
thereby  enabling  him  to  finish  the  War  in  that  Quarter  by  rais- 
ing the  Seige  of  Fort  Schuyler  &  destroying  the  Enoniy's  Army 
in  that  County  &  restoring  Peace  &  Safety  to  the  Inhabitants 
of   Tryon   County.     Their   Noble   Exertions   ag't   the   Common 
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Enemy  have  already  gained  thera  the  greatest  Honor;  their  Per- 
severante  will  secure  them  Peace  &  Safety;  in  both  I  am  deeply 
interested;  And  it  is  my  Duty  and  I  do  hereby  most  positively 
(irder,  that  you  immediatly  join  Genl.  Arnold  with  one  half 
of  your  Regiment  compleatly  armed  equipt  &  accoutred  &  march 
under  his  Command  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Schuyler  ifc  for  the 
Destruction  of  the  Enemy  in  that  Quarter.  As  soon  as  the  Ser- 
vice will  admit  Genl.  Arnold  will  dismiss  you.  If  any  are  hardy 
enough  to  refuse  to  obey  your  Orders  given  in  Consequence  of 
this,  you  are  immediatly  to  report  their  Names  to  Genl.  Arnold 
who  will  transmit  the  same  to  me  that  they  may  be  dealt  with 
accordingly  which  be  assured  will  be  with  the  utmost  rigour  of 

the  Law.     I  am 

Your  most  Obdt. 


[To  Colonels  of  Tryon  County.] 


Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  717.] 

Returns  of  Delinqiimts  in  Major  Cwntine's  Detachment  from  the 

Regiments  of  Cols.  Pawling  and  Snyder. 

Return  of  the  Delinquents  in  Ulster  County. 

August  23,  1777. 

Coll.  Levi  Pawling's  Regiment 

Capt.  Jacob  Hasbrouck  Andries  Davis  1 

two  men  not  procured  2  Capt.  Jochem  Schoonmakor 

(iilit.  Fred'k  Schoonmaker  Benj'n  Johnson  1 

James  Phenix  1  Jacob  Depuy  1 

Capt.  Ransom's  Benj'n  OUigar  1 

Daniel  Fowb'r  1  Capt.  Broadhead  0 

\\  111.  iMiiiii  1  Capt.  Bevier 

David  Waterman  1  Nathan  Vernooy  1 
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Capt. 


Capt. 


Capt. 


one  not  Procured 
Hardenbergh 
Thomas  Dunn  Jr. 
Robert  Hess 
Eobert  Poor 
Wm.  Serjeant 
one  not  procured 
John  Hasbrouck 
Martin  Bogart 


1  one  not   I'rociinMl 

Capt.  Kortregbt 
1 

1  Total  of  the  Delinq'ts 
1  I'rivates  Present 
1 
1  The  full  Quota  of 

Coll  Pawling's  Kegt, 
1 


Coll.  Snyder's  Regiment, 


Capt. 


Lucas  De  Witt 

Daniel  York 

Lawrence  Merkel 

Wm.  Wynkoop 

Jno.  Allen  Jr. 

Jacob  Trumpour 

Job's  Plank  Jr. 

Fredrick  Rowe 

Tennis  Shoe 

Jno.  L.  De  Witt 

Lieut.  Jeremiah  Snyder      Capt.  M.  Dederick 


Corn's  Crispel 

1  Capt.  Ph.  Swart 

Jacob  I.  DeWitt 
Conradt  Ham 
Henrius  Degraaf 
Jeremiah  Perslow 
Wm.  Lits 
Jurry  Van  Vliet 

1  Capt.  Bogardus 

James  Benning 


Capt. 
Capt, 


Teunis  Meyer 
Corn's  L.  Winne 
Philip  Felter 
Henrick  Schoonmak'r 
G.  Hardenbergh 
Lieut.  Aart  Van  Wagenen 
Cornel's  C.  Wynkoop       1 
Jacob  Degramo  1 

Egbert  Rose  1 

Elias  Degramo  1 


Henry  Wolvin 
Jacob's  Post 


1 


70 


89 


Total  of  the  Delinq'ts  priv'ts    25 
Priv'ts  presents        45 


TO 

one  wanting  of  the  Quota 

of  Coll.  Snyder's  Kegt. 
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[No.  718.] 
Arcnt  Wemplc  iictilioiis  for  Rdcasc  from  the  Albdnif  Jail. 
To  his  Excelloncy  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Caiitain  General  and 
Governor  in  Chief  In  and  over  the  State  of  New  York  and  the 
Territories  depending  thereon  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Ad- 
miral of  the  Navy  &c. 

The  Petition  of  Arent  Wemple  a  Debtor  in  Albany  Goal, 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth 
That  your  Excellency's  Petitioner  has  been  Confined  in  this 
Goal  upwards  of  Four  Years,  and  is  detained  ever  since  notwith- 
standing the  several  Creditors  by  which  Suits  your  Excellency's 
Petitioner  is  detained,  are  gone  over  to  Our  Enemy,  and  your 
Petitioner  is  left  to  languish  in  Prison,  for  Want  of  Necessaries 
of  Life  And  such  as  Clothing  which  of  Consequence  in  such  a 
Time  must  be  wanting. 

Your  Excellency's  Petitioner,  therefore,  most  humbly  Prays 
that  Your  Excellency  would  take  it  into  Serious  Consideration, 
and  Grant  a  Discharge  or  such  Release  from  Confinement  to 
your  Petitioner,  as  in  Your  Excellency's  Clemency  and  Wisdom 
shall  seem  meet.    And  Your  Excellency's  Petitioner  As  in  Duty 

bound  shall  ever  Pray  &c. 

Arent  Wemple. 

Albany  Goal,  Aug'st  23rd  1777. 
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[No.  71.9.] 

A  Detachment  from  Whiting's  Regiment  to  Guard  the  liunhrs  nf 
Neiv  York  and  Massachusetts. 

Vanshaaek's  Island  Aii^^M  'Jllli  1777. 
Sir, 

At  your  Request  communicated  to  me  by  Capt.  Beebo  of  vour 
Regiment  I  have  thought  proper  by  the  Advice  of  General  Gates 
to  consent  that  thirty  Eight  Men  under  the  Command  of  an  Ac- 
tive Officer  of  your  Proportion  of  the  Detachment  lately  ordered 
for  reinforcing  the  Northern  Army,  shoud  continue  in  your 
Quarter  of  the  Country,  to  keep  in  Awe  the  Disafected  &  give 
Protection  to  the  Well  disposed  Inhabitants  &  prevent  the  En- 
emy getting  supplies.  This  Party  is  to  be  considered  as  Part  of 
your  Regt.  &  returned  as  such  on  Command.  The  good  Opinion 
I  have  of  you  has  induced  me  to  consent  to  this  Measure  as  I  am 
sure  from  yonr  Charecter  you  woud  not  desire  it  unless  you  judge 
it  necessary.  Let  me  begg  you  to  be  as  expeditious  in  marching 
the  rest  of  the  Detachment  to  this  Place  as  possible. 

Your  Most  Obed't 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Whiting.] 

[No.  720.] 
George  Clinton's  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Kingston  Committee. 

[Aug.  24,  1777.] 
Gentlemen, 

The  obliging  Manner  in  which  you  express  your  Approbation 
of  my  Election  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  State  highest 
dignity  a  free  People  can  confer,  and  the  friendly  Assurances 
given  me  in  this  Address  of  your  Exertions  to  render  my  Admin- 


252  Public  Pateus  of  Gf.okp.e  Clinton. 

intratiun  efifectual  inspire  me  with   Stutiments  of  gratitude  & 
deniaud  uiy  warmest  Thanks. 

Early  embarked  in  the  Cause  of  Liberty  active  and  zealous  in 
every  stage  of  its  Progress  the  Committee  &  Inhabitants  of 
Kingston  claim  the  first  Rank  among  the  Supporters  of  Freedom. 

Under  ihe  Guidance  of  Heaven  it  shall  Gentlemen  be  my  prin- 
cipal Concern  with  the  most  assiduous  Application  faithfully  to 
discharge  the  important  Trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  Constitution 
80  widely  calculated  to  secure  the  Rights  &  promote  the  Happi- 
ness of  a  free  People. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Kingston  Committee.] 


[No.  721.] 

George  Clinton  Reports  to  Council  of  Safety  that  the  Enemy  has 

Retreated  from  Fort  Schuyler. 

Albany  5th*  Aug't  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  tlie  Pleasure  of  informing  your  Honorable  Board  that 
on  Friday  last  in  the  Afternoon  the  Enemy  raised  the  Siege  of 
Fort  Schuyler  and  march'd  off  towards  Oswego  with  Precipita- 
tion taking  with  them  however  their  Artillery  Stores  &c.  Genl. 
Arnold  was  at  Fort  Dayton  where  he  had  been  some  Days  wait- 
ing for  a  Reinforcement  which  he  had  ask  I  from  Gi-nl.  Gates  in 
Consequence  of  Accounts  he  had  received  making  the  Enemy 
imifh  superior  in  Number  than  they  were  conceived  to  be  when 
he  marched  to  that  Quarter  which  I  suppose  were  artfully  con- 
trived to  delay  General  Arnold's  March  and  thereby  enable  the 
Enemy  to  make  a  Safe  Retreat.     This  I  conclude  will  now  be 


•Endorsed  by  Gov.  Clinlon  "25th."    St.  Leger  raised  the  siego  or  Fort  Schuyler  and 
took  to  Oight  August  22,  1777.    See  page  254.— State  Historian. 
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effected.  (Jeiil.  Arnold  Marched  on  Salturday  from  Fort  I>avl(»n 
&  expected  to  reach  Fort  Schuyler  that  Night  but  even  then,  the 
Enemy  will  be  better  than  a  Day's  March  a  Head  of  him.  Colo. 
Cortlandt  &  Livingston  who  were  on  their  March  to  join  Genl. 
Arnold  are  now  returning  to  their  former  Station.  5  Deserters 
have  lately  come  into  Army  in  this  Quarter  who  all  agree  in  their 
Accounts  that  the  Army  under  Burgoine  are  very  Sickly  &  Dis- 
contented. Some  Deserters  from  the  Enemy  have  came  into  Fort 
Schuyler. 

I  am  your  Most  Obed't, 

[O.  C] 
[To  Council  of  Safety.] 


NEW  YOKK  THE  BATTLE  GROUND. 

Burgoyne  in  a  Secure  Position — Arnold  in  Pursuit  of  St.  Leger. 

*Albany,  25th  August,  1777. 

gir — Since  I  wrote  you  this  morning,  Genl.  Gates  transmitttd 
me  the  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Genl.  Arnold  and  Coio. 
Gansevoort,  containing  a  more  particular  account  of  our  affairs 
to  the  westward  than  I  was  then  possessed  of. 

I  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  Genl:  Burgoyne  will  soon 
follow  the  example  of  St.  Ledger,  and  my  greatest  fear  is  that  he 
will  be  equally  fortunate  in  getting  off  without  a  second  drub- 
bing, as  the  militia  do  not  turn  out  with  that  alacrity  which  might 
be  expected. 

A  proper  spirit  on  this  occasion  would  enable  us  totally  to  d-s- 
troy  the  enemy  in  this  quarter,  and  secure  peace  and  safety  to 
this  part  of  the  country.  The  enemy  are  in  our  power,  could  the 
militia  only  be  prevailed  on  to  believe  it. 

I  {im,  in  the  utmost  haste,  your  most  obt.  servt. 

Geo.  Clinton. 


♦  From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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Burgovne  is  retired  to  the  east  side  of  the  river;  has  Batten 
Kill  ill  his  front,  and  Hudson's  river  on  his  right;  a  very  secure 
position  indeed.  He  has  also  taken  the  prudent  precaulic.n  of  re- 
inforcing the  posts  in  his  rear  since  the  Bennington  allair,  with 
three  regiments,  from  which  it  plainly  appears  he  has  safety  now 
more  than  conquest  in  view. 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  President. 


PETER  GAXSEVOORT  REPORTS  THE  FLIGHT  OF  ST.  LEGER.    ^ 

*Au£.  22d. 

Dear  Sir — This  morning  at  11  o'clock,  I  began  a  heavy  can- 
nonade upon  our  enemy's  works,  which  were  immediately  re- 
turned by  a  number  of  shells  and  cannon.  About  3  o'clock  seven 
deserters  came  in,  who  informed  me  that  Genl.  St.  Leger,  with 
his  army,  was  retreating  with  the  utmost  precipitation;  soon 
after  which  I  sent  out  a  party  of  about  sixty  men  to  enter  their 
camp,  who  soon  returned  and  confirmed  the  above  accounts. 

About  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  Hans  Jost  Schuylerf  arrived 

here  and  informed  me  that  Genl.  Arnold,  with  2000  men  were  on 

their  march  for  this  post,  in  consequence  of  which  I  send  you  this 

information. 

I  am,  &c. 

Peter  Gansevoort. 

•From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

tAmong  the  Tories  and  Indians  captured  at  Shoemaker's,  was  a  singular  creature 
named  Han  Jost  Schuyler.  He  lived  near  Little  Falls  with  his  mother  and  brother. 
Coarse  and  Ignorant,  barely  removed  from  Idiocy,  he  possessed  a  great  fund  of  shrewd- 
nesB  and  cunning.  He  had  unquestionably  attached  himself  to  the  Royalist  cause,  con- 
trolled solely  by  a  desire  for  plunder.  The  Americans  tried  him  by  court  martial,  which 
•entenced  him  to  death.  Peiiedict  Arnold,  however,  spared  his  life  on  condition  that  ho 
should  proceed  to  Fort  Schuyler  and  spread  alarming  news  in  St.  Leger's  camp. 
Schuyler  promptly  accepted  the  offer,  and  started  for  Fort  Schuyler,  where  he  pre- 
sented himself  among  the  Indians  in  a  mysterious  manner.  Succeeding  in  Inspiring 
distrust  In  their  breasts,  he  Informed  them  that  the  enemy  were  approaching,  and 
were  as  numerous  as  the  leaves  on  the  trees.  These  stories  reaching  St.  Leger,  Schuyler 
was  sent  for.  He  told  St.  Leger  that  Gen.  Arnold  with  two  thousand  troops  would 
atUck  him  within  twenty-four  hours.  He  displayed  his  bullet-riddled  clothing  to  the 
now  thoroughly  alarmed  general,  who  accepted  the  tale  and  raised  the  siege.— State 
Historian. 
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ARNOLD  NEEDS  REINFORCEMENTS  AND  STARTS  OFF  TO  OVERTAKE 

ST.  LEGER. 

*Mohawk  River,  10  miles  above  Fort  Dayton, 
August  23,  1777,  5  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  General — I  wrote  you  the  21st  inst.  from  the  German 
Flatts,  that  from  the  best  intelligence  I  could  procure  of  the 
enemy's  strength,  it  was  much  superior  to  ours;  at  the  same  time 
enclosed  you  resolutions  of  the  council  of  war,  and  requested 
you  to  send  me  a  reinforcement  of  one  thousand  light  troops, 
as  the  enemy  had  made  their  approaches  within  200  yards  of  the 
fort.  I  was  determined  at  all  events  to  hazard  a  battle  rather 
than  suffer  the  garrison  to  fall  a  sacrifice. 

This  morning  I  marched  from  the  Gei'man  Flatts  for  this  place. 
The  excessive  bad  roads  and  necessary  precautions  in  marching 
through  thick  woods,  retarded  us  so  much  that  we  have  but  this 
moment  reached  this  place,  where  I  met  an  express  with  the  en- 
closed letter  from  Colo.  Gansevoort,  acquainting  me  the  enemy 
had  yesterday  left  Fort  Schuyler,  with  great  precipitation.  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  judge  their  real  intentions,  whether  they  have  re- 
turned home  or  retired  with  a  view  of  engaging  us  on  the  road. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  former  from  the  account  of  the  de- 
serters, and  from  their  leaving  their  tents  and  considerable  bag- 
gage, which  our  people  have  secured.  I  shall  immediately  detach 
about  900  men,  and  make  a  forced  march  to  the  fort,  in  hopes  of 
coming  up  with  their  rear,  and  securing  their  cannon  and  heavy 
baggage.  My  artillery  and  tents  I  shall  leave  here.  The  bat- 
teaux  with  provisions  follow  me.  As  soon  as  the  si'curity  of  the 
post  will  permit  I  shall  return  with  as  many  men  as  can  be 
spared.    As  I  came  down  in  batteaux,  shall  be  able  to  make  great 


•  From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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dispaich.    I  have  sent  an  order  for  the  light  troops,  if  you  have 
sent  any,  to  return  to  you  immediately,  and   the  militia  to  go 

home. 

I  am,  &c. 

B.  Arnold. 
Honl.  M.  G.  Gates. 


[No.  722.] 

A  TORY  PLOT  REVEALED. 

To  Release  Prisoners  at  Esopus,  to  Raise  a  Company  of  Troops  and 

Join  Sir  John  Johnson. 

Memorandum  of  an  Examination  of  Hendrick  Feere  taken  this 
2Cth  Day  of  August  1777.  Saith  that  the  19th  of  this  Instant 
he  Came  to  the  house  of  Zachariah  Snyder.  Mr.  Snyder  Informd 
the  Examinant  that  a  men  with  a  Lame  hand  Lodge  their  that 
night  in  his  barn,  told  the  Said  Snyder  that  he  Came  from  the 
wester'd  from  mr.  Harper's  from  the  Indians,  and  told  Mr. 
Snyder  the  number  of  Indians,  was  gathered  there  (which  the 
Said  examinant  is  forgot)  and  Said  that  he  was  agoing  to  Esopus 
to  Se  the  Situation  of  the  prisioners  &  w[hat]  maner  they  was 
Confind  on  Board  the  Vessels,  and  from  this  time  (meaning  the 
time  he  told  this)  Till  next  Saturday  their  Shoud  not  be  one 
prisioner  Confind  on  board  the  Vessels,  that  the  prisioners  Shoud 
he  released  and  the  Vessels  Set  on  fire  and  burnt ;  and  if  he,  the 
Said  John  Collins,  was  ask  for  a  pass  he  Shewed  his  Lame  hand, 
that  he  was  an  Disabled  body,  onfit  for  Service;  this  he  heard 
from  mr.  Snyder  &  his  wife. 

Farther  Says,  that  on  Sunday  the  24th,  Comming  in  Company 
with  Wilhelmus  \Volven  from  this  Retamanation  to  Peter 
Baker's  at  Kater  Kill,  the  Said  Wolven,  told  this  examinant  that 
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Capt.  Luke  Dewitt  had  rece'd  a  Letter  by  the  hands  of  Jijlm 
Plank,  Living  at  the  Blue  mountains,  from  one  Capt.  McDonald 
from  the  Indians  from  Harpersfield;  that  the  Contents  of  tlir 
Letter  was  that,  the  Said  Dewitt  was  to  meet  McDonald  on  a 
Monday  evening  with  his  Company,  at  or  near  Harpersfield  at 
one  Doctor  Stuard's,  and  if  Dewitt  could  not  be  there  at  Doctor 
Stuard's  the  time  fix't  in  the  Letter,  that  then  the  S'd  McDonald 
Shoud  Leave  Directions  for  Capt.  Dewitt  at  S'd  Doctor  Stuard's 
how  to  proceed  from  thence  to  S'r  John  [Johnson]  that  he  Could 
not  wait  any  Longer  then  such  time,  &  that  on  Sunday  after  re- 
ceiving the  Letter,  he  the  S'd  Dewitt,  meet  with  some  people  to 
Join  him  to  Go  to  Doct'r  Stuard's,  and  when  he  found  he  Could 
not  Get  men  aenough  to  his  mind  went,  and  Send  those  ofif  who 
was  Drafted  to  Go  with  the  militia,  and  Sent  of  Some  of  those 
that  was  Drafted,  in  company  with  Joh's  Row  Jun.  and  Jacobus 
Row,  to  Doct'r  Stuard's  to  meet  McDonald  or  to  Get  his  Direc- 
tions, and  Saith  that  Luke  Dewitt  was  now  Capt.  and  if  he  Coud 
ret  procure  men  enough  to  Go  with  him  in  Company  that  he  was 
afraid  S'r  John  woud  not  appoint  him  Capt.  of  a  Company.     Jo- 
hannis  Young,  Samuel  Burhans,  William  Lawer,  was  the  first 
men  that  went  of  to  the  westerd  to  Harperfield  as  he  has  been 

Inform'd  &  farther  Saith  not. 

Hendrick  Feere. 

17 
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[No.  724.] 

THE  EVACUATION  OF  FORT  TICONDEROGA. 

Congress  Appoints  a  Board  of  Inquiry  to  Investigate  the  Subject. 

In  Congress,  27  August  1777. 

Congress  took  into  Consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  mode  of  conducting  the  Enquiry  into  the  Causes  of  the 
Evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence;  and  into 
the  Conduct  of  the  General  OfiQcers  who  were  in  the  northern 
Department  at  the  Time  of  the  Evacuation;  Whereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  Members  of  Congress 
be  appointed  and  authorized  to  correspond  with  publick  Bodies 
or  private  Persons,  by  Letter  or  otherwise,  in  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  in  Order  to  collect  the  clearest  and  fullest  Evi- 
dence of  the  State  of  the  Army  in  the  Northern  Department,  and 
also  of  the  State  of  the  Troops,  military  Stores  and  Provision 
at  the  said  Posts  before,  and  at  the  Time  when,  the  Evacuation 
was  determined  upon: 

To  call  for  and  examine  the  minutes  of  the  Council  of  war; 
and  to  enquire  what  Orders  were  given,  from  Time  to  Time,  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  that  Department: 

To  enquire  particularly  if  the  Barracks  and  Stores  were  de- 
stroyed, or  left  standing: 

To  enquire  of  the  Quarter-master  General,  and  Commissary 
General  what  Quantity  of  Provision  had  been  laid  up  at  Ticon- 
deroga, or  near  it,  for  the  use  of  the  Garrison :  and  what  measures 
were  taken  or  taking  for  throwing  in  further  Supplies: 

To  inform  themselves  as  fully  as  possible  of  the  number,  ap- 
pointment and  movements  of  the  Enemy  from  the  Time  of  their 
Larding  to  the  Time  of  evacuating  the  Fort;  and  also  of  the  nun^- 
ber,  Quality  and  Condition  of  the  Garrison;  and  whether  if  any, 
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and  ^liat.  ineasuies  were  taken  to  gain  Intelligence  of  the 
Strength  of  the  Enemy  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  Command- 
ing Ottirer  at  Tieonderoga: 

To  enquire  of  the  Clothier-general  what  clothing,  from  Time 
to  Time,  had  been  issued  for  the  Use  of  the  northern  Depart- 
ment; and  from  other  pnblick  Officers  into  the  Expenditure  of 
such  general  Issues: 

To  enquire  into  the  Number,  equipment  and  Behaviour  of  the 
militia,  and  the  Term  of  Service  for  which  they  were  engaged 
at,  and  before  the  Time  of,  the  Evacuation;  into  the  Situation 
and  Condition  of  the  Lines  at  Tieonderoga,  and  the  Fortitica- 
tions  ujiou  Mount  Independence,  what  AVorks  had  been  thrown 
up  by  the  Enemy,  what  Posts  they  had  taken,  and  the  Distance 
of  their  works;  what  Orders  had  been  given  by  the  Command- 
ing-officer for  directing  and  regulating  a  retreat,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  retreat  was  conducted;  what  Orders  were  given 
relative  to  the  Sick,  and  what  Care  taken  of  them;  whether  any 
Continental  Troops,  and  what  number,  were  at  Albany,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood,  how  long  they  had  been  there,  and  why  they  were 
not  ordered  to  Tieonderoga: 

To  enquire  into  the  number  and  Size  of  cannon,  and  whether 
any  were  removed  before  the  Evacuation;  the  Quantity  and 
Species  of  military  Stores,  the  State  of  the  Arms  both  of  the 
Continental  Soldiers  and  militia,  whether  the  Troops  were  fur- 
nished with  Bayonets,  and  whether  there  were  any,  and  what 
number  of.  Pikes  or  Spears  proper  for  defending  Lines. 

That  upon  such  Enquiry  and  Collection  of  Facts,  a  Copy  of  the 
whole  be  transmitted,  by  the  said  Committee  to  General  Wash- 
ington, and  that  thereupon  he  appoint  a  Court-martial  for  the 
Trial  of  the  General  Officers  who  were  in  the  Northern  Depart- 
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ment  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence  were  evacuated 
agreeable  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  War. 

August  28. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  the  Committee  to  collect 
Evidence  and  Facts  relative  to  the  Evacuation  of  Ticonderoga, 
vtc.  and  the  Ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.   Richard  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  J.  Adams  wore 
elected. 
Copy  from  the  Journals. 

William  Ch.  Houston  Dep.  Secry. 


More  Contumacious  Militiamen. 

*August  28th,  Anno  Do.  1777. 
Hond.  Sir— Agreeably  to  order,  I  met  Colo.  Graham  on  the 
:fifth  instant,  and  agreed  to  raise  74  men;  on  the  eighth  I  had 
the  battalion  together  and  drafted  the  number,  and  ordered  them 
to  appear  at  Poughkeepsie  on  the  12th  instant,  and  appointed 
one  captain  and  one  lieutenant.  Accordingly  the  officers  met 
at  Poughkeepsie,  and  finding  a  small  number  of  men  appear, 
the  captain  was  dissatisfied  and  has  resigned  his  commission. 
I  then  appointed  another  captain,  and  sent  to  the  several  cap- 
tains of  the  battalion  to  muster  their  drafted  men;  they  sent 
me  word  that  the  chief  part  of  their  men  were  gone  away  or 
concealed;  I  then  wrote  warrants  to  each  captain  to  send  out 
guards  and  search  for  them,  and  appointed  them  and  the  captain 
and  lieutenant  to  meet  and  march  with  as  many  as  we  could 
find,  and  all  that  would  refuse  to  go,  send  them  to  the  county 
jail,  there  to  remain  until  they  were  willing  to  march  or  hire 


*  From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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a  man  in  their  place.  We  raised  a  bounty  of  nine  pounds  per 
man,  and  have  paid  twenty-seven  the  bounty;  and  several  farmers 
have  given  thirty  pound  to  men  to  go  in  their  place.  On  the 
26th  instant  I  met  them,  when  forty  men  appeared,  with  the 
officers,  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Reynold.  The  men  seemed  willing 
to  march,  when  the  captain  told  me  he  would  not  march  unless 
he  had  fifty  men;  I  went  out  in  order  to  tell  the  men  I  would 
get  another  captain,  and  order  them  to  be  ready  to  march  on 
the  shortest  notice;  but  when  they  found  the  officers  declined, 
they  dispersed  immediately,  and  I  could  not  get  them  together 
again  any  more.  Several  of  the  men  have  enlisted  in  the  stand- 
ing forces  to  avoid  going  to  Albany.  I  do  not  know  what  farther 
to  do,  and  shall  wait  your  orders. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem, 

Your  most  hble.  servt. 

William  Humfrey,  Colo. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  725.] 

DESOL^VnON  IN  TRYON  COUNTY. 

A  Petition  that  Predicted  Direful  Results  Unless  the  Committee  of 

Safety  Relieved  the  Suffei'ing  People. 
To  the  honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  Memorial  of  William  Harper  &  Fredrick  Fisher  on  be- 
half of  themselves  &  the  Inhabitants  of  Tryon  County 
Ilurably  Sheweth, 

That  the  late  Incursions  of  llio  Enemy  &  their  Savages 
into  the  said  County,  ^:  upon  a  jiart  of  the  County  of  Albany 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  203 

have  reduced  the  Inhabitants  to  the  utmost  distress.  The  liar- 
vests  not  yet  gathered  in  are  rotting  upon  the  Ground.  The 
Grass  uncut.  The  fallow  Grounds  not  yet  ploughed.  The  Cattle 
in  a  great  measure  destroyed. 

That  altho'  by  the  Blessing  of  God  the  Siege  of  Fort  Schuyler 
hath  been  raised,  yet  the  Inhabitants  labour  under  the  greatest 
Apprehensions,  and  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists  those 
apprehensions  are  not  ill  founded.  The  known  method  of  war- 
fare among  the  Savages,  and  the  Infamy  annexed  to  those  who 
suffer  their  Friends  to  fall  unrevenged,  give  but  too  much  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Fears  of  those  unhappy  People  will  be  real- 
ized. 

That  the  Council  hath  directed  the  raising  of  men  to  range 
the  woods  within  the  said  County  of  Tryon  which  will  not  bring 
any  additional  Strength  to  that  Frontier  Country,  and  is  for 
many  Causes  exceptionable,  and  will  as  your  memorialists  fear 
be  inefficatious.  First,  because  the  wages  of  the  Soldiery  are 
So  low,  that  no  man  will  engage  without  the  addition  of  some 
Bounty.  Secondly,  because  the  Sum  allowed  for  Subsistance  is 
utterly  inadequate  to  that  purpose;  And  thirdly  because  the 
rangers  when  in  search  of  Subsistance  must  come  in  among  the 
Inhabitants;  whereas  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
raised,  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  kept  at  a  Distance 
from  the  frontier  Settlements. 

Your  Memorialists  beg  Leave  to  observe,  that  unless  measures 
are  speedily  taken  to  remove  the  Fears  &  quiet  the  minds  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  Country,  and  to  ins  [p]  ire  them  anew 
with  Confidence  in  the  Government  of  the  State,  the  worst 
Consequences  are  to  be  apprehended.  And,  therefore,  they  pray 
that  the  Council  will  take  the  premisses  into  their  Serious  Con- 
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Bideration  and  afford  Buch  relief  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall 

think  proper. 
Aug't  2Sth  1777. 

William  Harper 
Frederick  Fisher. 


[No.  726.] 
THE  SUBJECT  REFERRED  TO  GOVERNOR  CLINTON. 

The  Committee  of  the  Council  in  Favor  of  Sending  Stronj 
Reinforcements  into  the  County. 

State  of  New  York  In  Council  of  Safety 
Kingston  August  29th   1777. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  William 
Harper  &  Fredrick  Fisher  made  their  Report  which  was  read 
and  approved  and  is  in  the  Words  following,  to  wit, 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Harper  and  Fredrick  Fisher  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
the  Inhabitants  of  Tryon  Cpunty  beg  Leave  to  report: 

That  in  the  Opinion  of  your  Committee  the  said  Inhabitants 
are  deeply  alarmed  by  the  Apprehensions  of  an  Indian  War 
upon  their  Frontiers.  And  altho'  your  Committee  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say  what  Ground  they  may  have  for  such  Apprehensions 
yet  they  conceive  that  it  is  requisite  for  the  Honor,  and  consis- 
tent with  the  Justice  of  the  State,  to  continue  to  make  every 
possible  effort  for  the  Security  and  Happiness  of  its  Subjects  in 
that  Part  of  the  Country,  for  which  Purpose  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  have  a  number  of  men  in  Arms  upon  the  Frontiers  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  Savages  untill  Peace  is  restored  in 
that  Quarter. 
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Your  Cominittee  therefore  beg  leave  to  subniit  (he  folhtwing 
Resolution : 

Resolved  that  the  Letter  froui  Peter  Vroman  dated  201  h  Aup;'t 
1777  the  Letter  from  John  Harper  of  the  same,  Date  and  the 
memorial  of  AYilliam  Harper  &  Fredrick  Fisher  be  transiniticd 
to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  That  he  be  requested  to 
take  the  most  effectual  method  to  quiet  and  Secure  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Tryon,  and  that  it  be  suggested  to  his 
Excellency  whethei^it  would  not  be  proper  to  send  under  good 
Officers  150  of  the  Militia  of  the  said  County,  150  of  the  Militia 
of  Albany  County,  50  of  the  Militia  of  Ulster  County,  and  50 
of  the  militia  of  Dutchess  County,  to  the  western  Frontier  of 
this  State  and  to  request  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
northern  Department,  100  Rifle  men  who  together  with  the  said 
Detachments  of  militia  and  the  Garrisons  of  the  T'orts  in  that 
Quarter,  may  be  employed  in  defending  the  said  Frontier  and 
such  of  the  Indian  nations  as  are  or  may  be  in  Alliance  with 
us. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Robt.  Benson,  Seery. 


[No.  727.] 

Colonel  Morris  Graham  Asks  for  Commissions  for  His  Ofjictrs  with 

Success. 

V'n  Schaick's  Island,  August  31st  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  Send  your  Exellency  Inclosed  the  arrangement  of  my  Regim't 

&  have  noted  those  that  are  without  Commis'ns  &  as  they  seam 

much  Dissatisfied  at  venturing  themselves  without  them,  I  Shoud 

therefore,  be  much  obliged  to  your  Exellency  if  they  Cou'd  be 
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Served  with  Commissions  as  their  being  without  them  in  times 
of  Engagement  might  perhaps  tend  to  our  Disgrace.  I  have 
bin  Long  Expecting  the  men  &  officers  that  were  to  Join  me 
from  Humphry's  Regiment;  not  one  of  them  has  yet  appeard, 
Coll.  Cortland  has  mentioned  to  some  of  our  officers  that  you 
had  given  him  Encouragement  that  we  were  to  Join  him.  I  Can 
assure  your  Exellency  it  will  be  very  agreable  to  myself  &  the 
officers  that  are  with  me.  This  Comes  by  Capt.  Hermance  who 
will  wait  your  orders.  . 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  your  Exellency's  Mo't  Obed't  &  very 

Humble  Serv't, 

Morris  Graham. 
To  His  Excelency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &  Admiral  of 
the  State  of  New  York: 


Camp  Van  Schaick's  Island  Aug't  21  1777. 
An  Arrangement  of  Officers  in  Colo.  Morris  Graham's  Regi- 
ment of  Draughts  from  Dutchess  &  Ulster  Counties  those  Mark'd 
thus  (*)  want  Commissions. 

Morris  Graham  Colo. 
Roswell  Hopkins  Lieut.  Colo. 
John  Cantine  (*)  Major. 

Captains  first  Lieutenants  Second  Litnitonants 

iBt  Capt.  Benjamin  Kortreclit  Jeremiah  Suyder  JncobuB  Rosekrans 

2n<l  Capt.  Charlea  Hioadbead  Moses  Cantine 

8r(l  Capt.  I'hilip  .Swart  (*)  Ili-udrick  Tt  rpenning  (*)  Tlicopliilu.s  Elsworlh  (') 

4th  Capt. "William  Cliamlt.rlain  (*)  John  McNeill  (*) 

5tli  Cupt.  John  Ileiriuans  (•)  Cornelua  Klraundorp  (*)  .Vndries  Heermans  (*) 

6th  Ciipt.  James  Talmaue  (•)  Silas  German  (*) 

7th  Capt.  KliJ.ili  Henick  (•)  Zophar  Wickos  (*)  Ebenezer  Prime  Wood  (*) 

8th  Capt.  John  Rouse  (*)  Elihii  luKalU  (*) 

Doc'r  Reuben  Allerton  Surgeon  (*) 

Geor;;;e  Morehouse  Adjutant  (') 

Samuel  Uerrick  (Quarter  Ma.ster  (*) 
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In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

September  2d  1777. 
Resolved  that  his  Excell'cy  the  Governor  be  empowered  and 
requested  to  grant  brevets  to  such  officers  of  Col.  Graham's  Regt. 
of  militia  serving  in  the  nothern  Army,  as  have  not  Commissions 
for  the  Rank  they  now  hold  in  the  Regiment. 
Mr.  Jay  Dissents. 

extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Robt.  Benson  Secry. 


[No.  728.] 

Governor  Clinton  Refuses  to  Grant  a  Change  of  Command  for 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Livingston. 

Kingston  31st  Aug't  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Favour  of  this  Date 
and  thank  you  for  your  kind  Congratulatiotis  on  my  Election 
to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  State. 

It  will  always  afford  me  Pleasure  to  oblidge  you  or  your 
Friends  whenever  it  shall  be  in  my  Power  [to]  do  it  Consistent 
with  the  Duty  I  owe  the  Public.  In  the  present  Case  with 
Respect  to  your  Brother  Lieut.  Colo.  Livingston  it  is  not.  It 
will  much  promote  the  public  Service  to  have  the  Militia  who 
are  ordered  out,  to  reinforce  Our  Northern  Army  well  ofiScered 
by  Gentlemen  of  Spirit  &  Influence.  It  was  on  this  Principle 
I  presume  your  Brother  was  appointed  to  the  present  Command 
&  because  as  I  am  informed  it  is  proper  Tour  Duty.  In  my 
Opinion  his  Reputation  is  concerned  shoud  he  decline  the  present 
Service  it  will  greatly  Injure  him  in  the  Estimation  of  the  public. 
And  the  Friendship  I  have  for  the  Familly,  exclusive  of  the 
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above  Reasons,  vroud  prevent  my  consenting  to  have  the  appoint- 
ment changed.     I  am  D'r  Sir, 

Your 

G.  C. 

[To  Col.  Peter  R.  Livinj^'stoii.] 


[No.  720.] 
George  Clinton  RtpIUs  to  the  Conyratuhitions  of  the  Rev.  John 

Mason. 

Kingston  Sept.  1st  1777. 
Rev'd  Sir, 

I  was  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  5th  Aug't  a  few  Days 
after  its  Date,  but  the  Hurry  of  public  Business  which  has 
crouded  in  upon  me  and  my  not  know'g  where  to  address  you^ 
has  prevented  my  answering  it  before  this  Time. 

You  have  my  sincerest  Thanks  for  your  friendly  Congratula- 
tions on  my  Election  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  free  and 
independent  State  and  for  your  kind  Wishes  for  my  Success  in 
the  administration  of  that  important  office. 

Tho  It  is  with  Dilfidence  I  undertake  the  great  Duties  as- 
signed me,  I  hope  with  the  Favor  of  divine  Providence  on  an 
assiduous  attention  to  the  Happiness  of  the  People  intrusted 
to  my  Care,  I  shall  be  able  in  some  Measure  to  promote  the 
Exercise  of  virtue  and  Religion  which  I  shall  always  consider  as 
essential  to  the  Existence  of  Freedom;  and,  be  assured.  Sir,  that 
when  our  Rights  shall  be  established  and  Peace  by  the  Blessing 
of  Heaven  restored  to  this  invaded  Country,  it  will  afford  me 
great  Pleasure  to  see  your  scattered  Flock  happily  collected  to 
their  ffiriiier  Hnbitntion  under  y«inr  imiiicdiute  Charge  being  with 

great  Regard  «S;c. 

[d.  c.l 

[To  T{cv.  .Tohn  Mas(m.] 
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[No.  730.] 

Alexander  Camfhell,  from  Kingston  Goal,  Pttitions  for  ficdrcHs. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency: 

To  pardon  my  intrusion  and  deign  to  attend  to  th-  following 
cursory  narrative.  Shortly  after  my  confinement  commenced, 
my  Spouse  found  it  necessary  to  dispose  of  a  Horse  to  George 
Shea,  but  before  she  received  the  money  from  him,  Patrick  Bar- 
ber, who  stiled  himself  a  commissioner  for  this  county,  Seized 
the  Beast,  and  without  advertising,  or  any  other  requisite  for- 
mality, sold  him.  To  what  purpose  he  applied  the  money,  arising 
from  the  sale,  I  know  not;  but  neither  my  Spouse,  nor  me,  re- 
ceived any  part  of  it.  As  nothing  could  have  induced  my  Spouse 
to  sell  so  valueable  and  necessary  a  Horse,  but  to  raise  money  to 
support  me  in  Goal,  it  is  truly  hard,  that  her  good  intentions 
should  be  so  effectually  frustrated;  especially  as  my  necessities 
are  urgent;  for  by  the  extravagant  price  of  evei'y  necessary  of 
life,  it  requires  a  mint  of  money  to  support  a  man  here.  Will 
your  Excellency  be  graciously  pleased  to  interpose  in  my  favour? 
and  oblige  the  said  Barber  to  do  me  immediate  Justice,  by  re- 
funding the  value  of  my  Horse.  To  assist  a  man  in  my  deplor- 
able circumstances  will  be  an  action  worthy  of  your  Excellency, 
and  inspire  with  gratitude  him  who  has  the  Honour  to  be,  with 
great  truth  and  Sincerity 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Alexander  Campbi'll. 
Kingston  Goal,  Sept.  2,  1777. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esq; 
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[No.  731.] 

Capt.  Mott  Applies  for  Some  Seasoned  Timber  to  Mount  Several 

Guns  in  the  Highlands. 

Fort  Constitution  2d  Sep'r  1777. 
Sir, 

We  are  in  want  of  Seasoned  Timber  for  Stocking  &c.,  the 
Eighteen  &  twelve  pounders,  brought  from  Fort  Lee  which  are 
expected  here  in  two  or  three  Days — likewise  for  Carriages  for 
Several  Large  Cannon  at  Fort  Montgomery  lately  brought  from 
Albany:  &  Being  informed  that  there  is  at  Poughkeepsie  or  very 
near  it,  plenty  of  such  timber  as  we  want,  but  that  it  cou'd  not  be 
obtained  without  an  order  from  your  Excellency  or  the  Council 
of  Safety  of  this  State  as  the  Said  Timber  was  Cut  by  the  par- 
ticular order  of  the  Said  Council;  on  which  acco't  I  Consulted 
General  [James]  Clinton,  &  proposed  writing  to  your  Excellency, 
he  approved  of  it  &  Directed  me  to  do  it  without  Delay.  I  wou'd 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  Observe,  that  without  the  Timber  men- 
tioned, we  shall  not,  (if  I  am  well  informed)  be  able  to  mount 
those  Valuable  Cannon,  unless  we  make  use  of  Green  wood, 
which  wou'd  be  throwing  money  away.  If  this  proposal  shou'd 
merit  your  approbation;  you  will  be  pleased  to  Direct  some  order 
for  the  same,  to  be  sent  to  me  without  loss  of  Time,  as  I  humbly 
conceive  the  Utmost  Dispatch  is  necessary. 

I  am,  with  much  Esteem  your  Excellency's  most  hum'e  Servant 

Gershom  Mott  Capt.  of  artillery. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  732.] 

AN  INDIAN  MESSAGE  REGARDED  AS  AN  INSULT. 

The  Authors  to  Be  Treated  as  Enemies  Unless  They  Recant — The 

Oneidas  Are  Allies. 

In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York 

September  the  3d  1777. 
Resolved  that  in  the  Opinion  of  this  Council,  the  Message 
from  the  Indians  of  Oneoghquage*  which  hath  been  laid  before 
them  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is  an  Insult  to  this  State 
and  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  Honor  and  Interest  of  the 
State  to  consider  them  in  a  State  of  Neutrality  while  their  War- 
riors are  engaged  against  us: 

*An  examination  of  Johannes  Oosterhout,  Junr.  and  Nicholas,  the  Indian,  taken  the 
twenty-third  day  of  August,  1777,  before  Jacob  Hornbeck,  as  they  just  returned  from  the 
Indian  country,  was  sent  into  Council  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  Council,  and  their  opinion  and  advice  thereon,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
vizt: 

"let.  They  depose  and  say  that  the  Indians  have  abandoned  the  Kookhouse,  and  are 
all  moved  back  as  far  as  Anquago  or  Coletien,  being  afraid  of  the  people  of  Esopus  and 
Minisinck;  as  said  Indians  had  received  information  before  they  moved,  that  2,000  men 
were  coming  up  to  destroy  them,  and  therefore  the  said  Indians  had  kept  out  a  scout- 
ing party  towards  Shokaken,  till  such  time  as  said  Oosterhout  and  Nicholas  came  and 
told  them  the  contrary. 

2ndly.  That  the  most  part  of  the  Young  Indians  were  gone  to  join  Butler  at  Fort 
Stanwicks,  and  the  wife  of  the  Chief  Sachem  of  the  Five  Nations  had  made  a  request 
to  the  Sachems,  that  all  the  Five  Nations  should  be  desired  at  once  to  hold  themselves 
neutral  in  the  present  contest  or  war;  which  request  was  granted  her:  whereupon  the 
chief  Sachem  should  immediately  request  the  said  Five  Nations  to  stop  their  hostile 
measures,  and  come  in  again  with  those  that  have  hithetto  been  still;  and  if  the  young 
Indians  should  refuse  to  return,  but  continue  with  Butler  in  the  war,  then  the  Sachem 
offers  to  be  at  peace  and  continue  in  friendship  with  the  people  at  Esopus,  Mlnisink, 
Papaschunk,  Kasshington,  Wyamonck,  and  all  settlements  to  the  southward  thereof,  so 
that  war  should  only  be  to  the  North;  and  if  any  of  their  young  men  should  be  killed 
to  the  North,  they  should  not  mind  it  or  break  friendship;  and  if  any  of  our  men  should 
go  In  the  war  to  the  North  and  be  killed,  we  should  likewise  not  mind  the  same  or 
break  friendship. 

"3dly.  An  Indian  is  sent  with  Oosterhout  and  Nicholas  by  the  sachem,  to  Colo.  Horn- 
beck  to  see  how  times  are  with  him,  and  to  desire  of  said  Hornbeck  that  a  correspond- 
ence may  be  kept  with  Esopus  people  and  the  sachems,  notwithstanding  the  war  to  the 
North;  and  that  once  every  three  or  four  weeks,  a  man  may  pass  and  repass  between 
them,  BO  that  the  women  and  children  may  be  at  peace  and  their  work  on  both  side*; 
and  that  the  road  on  the  side  of  the  Indians  shall  be  constantly  open  for  us  eafely  to 
come  to  them  and  return. 

"4thly.  That  the  Oneida  Indian's  are  heartily  In  favour  of  America,  and  very  likely 
a  war  will  soon  break  out  with  them  and  other  Nations."— From  the  Journal  of  the 
Council  of  Safety. 
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Resolved,  that  in  the  Opinion  of  this  Council  it  will  be  proper 
for  his  Excellency  to  inform  the  aforesaid  Indians  that  unless 
their  Warriors  are  called  in  and  return  immediately,  the  said  In- 
dians will  be  considered  and  treated  as  open  Enemies: 

Resolved,  that  the  Governor  be  empowered  to  take  into  Pay 
such  of  the  Indian  Warriors  as  may  choose  to  enter  into  the  Ser- 
vice of  this  State: 

Resolved,  that  the  Oneyda  Nation  are  the  allies  of  this  State 

and  that  we  shall  consider  any  attack  upon  them  as  an  attack 

upon  our  cwn  People. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

John  McKesson,  Secry. 


[No.  733.] 
PLAIN  TALK  TO  THE  INDIANS. 

Governor  Clinton  s  Instructions  to  Col.  Hornhcck — Trouble  Ahead  for 
the  Redskins  Unless  They  Ch-ange  Their  Plans. 

[Sept.  3,  1777.] 
Sir, 

I  have  laid  before  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State  the  Pro- 
posals made  by  the  Indians  at  Anaquaga  and  Coolateen  where 
upon  they  have  come  to  certain  Resolutions  a  Copy  of  which 
you  have  inclosed.  This  State  has  always  observed  a  strict 
Friendship  with  the  Indians  never  have'g  since  the  present  Con- 
test injured  them  in  any  Respect  nor  did  they  wish  any  thing 
more  than  a  strict  Neutrality  on  the  Part  of  the  Indians,  leav- 
ing the  Disputes  between  the  Americans  &  English  to  be  de- 
cided by  them  alone.  This  trn<'  would  have  been  f<tr  tlie  Interest 
of  the  Indians  and  in   that  Point  of  view  independent  of  the 
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Friendship  that  has  long  subsisted  between  us  \v»'  h.nl  every 
Reason  to  expect  it.  I  am  sorry,  therefore,  to  find  that  those 
Indians  regardless  of  former  Treaties  and  forgetful  of  th"  Kind- 
ness we  have  always  manifested  towards  them  have  unprovok- 
edly  joined  Butler  &  our  other  Enemies  attacked  our  Forts 
and  Inhabitants  to  the  Northward  and  given  the  Enemy  every 
other  assistance  in  their  Power  to  conquer  the  Country.  But  It 
is  not  to  be  wondered  that,  after  such  Breach  of  Faith  &  Daring 
Insults  on  the  Part  of  the  Indians,  that  they'  should  leave  their 
Habitations  &  move  back  lest  the  injured  Inhabitants  of  the 
State  should  take  that  Revenge  upon  them  &  their  Families 
which  their  Perfidy  &  Cruelty  w^ould  justly  warrant 

I  am  to  desire  you  will  inform  the  Indian  who  brought  the 
Proposals  above  referred  to,  that  such  of  our  young  Men  as  are 
in  the  War  to  the  Northward  were  sent  there  to  defend  our 
Forts  &  protect  that  Part  of  the  Country  ag't  the  English,  that  it 
was  not  their  Design  to  fight  Indians  as  they  had  no  Right  to 
expect  that  any  would  have  come  against  them,  that  the  young 
Indians  &  warriors  who  had  joined  Butler  went  there  designedly 
to  fight  and  kill  our  People  and  to  assist  the  English,  that  we 
cannot,  therefore,  consider  the  Fathers  Sc  Mothers  of  those  young 
Indians  as  our  Friends  as  it  is  natural  for  them  to  wish  well  to 
their  own  Children  and  to  assist  them  &  unless  those  warriors 
shall  be  immediately  called  in,  we  must  consider  the  Nations 
they  belong  to  our  open  Enemies  and  treat  them  as  such. 

You  will  likewise  inform  the  said  Indians  that  the  apprehen- 
sions they  labored  under  of  our  having  sent  a  Body  of  Men 
against  them  must  have  arose  from  a  Consciousness  of  the  In- 
juries they  had  done  us  in  fighting  against  us  as  there 
never  were  any  Men  ordered  out  to  hurt  the  Indians,  ^^'e  chose 
first  to  let  them  know  that  we  were  not  ignorant  of  their  Con- 
duct but  at  the  same  Time  to  give  them  an  Opportunity  of  re- 
18 


274  Public  Paters  of  George  Clinton. 

penting  of  it  and  of  giving  security  for  their  future  Friendship 
and  peaceable  Behavior  towards  us,  in  which  Case  we  might  still 
live  in  Peace  &  Friendship  with  them,  as  we  do  with  the  Oneyda 
&  other  Nations  who  we  consider  as  our  Friends  &  allies.  Tell 
the  Indian  that  if  their  young  Men  are  fond  of  Fighting  and 
choose  to  be  in  War  that  they  can  come  &  join  us  who  are  their 
Brethern  born,  in  the  same  Country  against  our  common  Enemiei 
and  we  will  pay  them  as  we  do  our  own  young  Men  who  go  out 
&  fight  for  us. 

The  Indian  may  see  what  Reliance  is  to  be  pnl  on  the 
Promises  of  Butler  and  his  Friends  by  the  shameful  Man- 
ner they  have  fled  from  Fort  Stanwix  leaving  their  Cannon 
Tents  ammunition  &  even  their  Provisions  behind  them,  tho' 
they  boasted  they  would  take  that  Fort  &  proceed  to  Albany 
in  a  Short  Time  &  that  our  People  dare  not  fight  them.  You  will 
also  tell  the  Indian  that  we  mean  to  commit  no  Hostilities  upon 
them  in  this  Quarter  but  give  them  Time  to  call  in  their  young 
Warriors  and  will  wait  &  expect  their  speedy  Answer  for  which 
a  Path  will  be  left  open  &  safe. 

I  do  not  mean  to  confine  you  in  your  answer  to  the  Indian  to 
the  particular  Words  in  which  the  above  is  couched,  but  to  con- 
rey  the  Ideas  held  up  in  it  in  Terms  the  most  intelligible  to  the 
Indian  &  likely  to  answer  the  best  Purposes. 

Placing  great  Confidence  in  your  Prudence  &  am  your  most 

obed'  Ser' 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Hoornbeek.  

[No.  734.] 

Cadwalladcr  Golden   Gives  His  Parole. 

I  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq.  Do  Soleinly  Promise  unto  Charles 
De  Witt,  &  Gouverneur  Morris,  a  Committee  of  the  Councill  of 
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Safety  of  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  Councill  allura'd  up- 
pointed  to  mark  out  and  Settle  the  Limits  &  Restrictions  by 
which  I  Shall  be  Confin'd,  upon  my  Enlargement  from  the  fleet 
Prison,  That  I  will  forthwith  Repair  to  the  House  of  Capt'n  Van 
Duesen,  at  Hurley,  and  will  not  go  more  then  two  miles  from 
said  House  without  the  Permission  of  his  Excellency  George 
Clinton  Esq.  the  gov'r  of  the  said  state,  That  so  Long  as  I  shall 
Continue  Confined  as  aforesaid,  I  will  not  by  writting  word  or 
Deed  Do  or  be  Privy  to  any  acct  matter  or  thing  whatsoever 
to  Promote  the  Interest  Jurisdiction  Claim  or  Authority  of  the 
King  or  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  or  over  all  or  any  Part 
of  North  America,    And  I  Pray  God  to  help  me  as  I  shall  keep 

this  my  Solemn  Oath  &  Engagement. 

G.  G. 
Sworn  at  Kingston  in  the  County  of  Ulster 

this  3d  day  of  Sept'r  1777. 

Gouv'r  Morris 

Ch:  D  Witt 


[735-736.] 

Tlie  Council  of  Appointment  to  Issue  Commissions  Hereafter. 

Kingston,  September  3d  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Gov.  to  inclose  you  the 

General  Orders*  herewith  transmitted,  and  to  inform  you  that  the 

•General  Orders  Kingston  Ulster  County  In  tbe  State  of 
N.  York  3d  Sep'r  1777. 

Capt of  Dutchess  County  Is  appointed  to 

Command  the  4th  Company  In  the  Regiment  formed  from  Detachments  of  MUltla 
ordered  into  actual  service  until  the  15th  Nov'r  next  from  Ulster  and  Dutchess  Com- 
manded by  Colo.  Morris  [Graham]  And  as  such  is  to  be  obeyed  &  respected.  Thl« 
appointment  is  not,  however,  to  give  the  said  any  Rank  or  Com- 
mand other  than  what  he  Is  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  his  Appointment  in  the  Regiment  of 
Militia  to  which  he  formerly  belonged. 


-76  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

Adjutant,  Surgeon  and  Quarter  Master  are  to  receive  Warrants 
from  yourself  agreable  to  the  Orders  by  which  the  Detachment 
under  your  Command  are  now  in  Service  &  his  Excelly's  Letter 
attending  them.  Commissions  cannot  by  the  Constitution  be 
given  until  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Officers  are 
then  to  be  nominated  by  the  Council  of  Appointment.  The  Gen- 
eral Orders  now  sent  will  for  the  present  however  answer  every 
Purpose  Commissions  can. 

As  General  Ten  Broeck  is  to  take  the  Command  of  all  the 
Militia  in  the  Northern  army  his  Excellency  also  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  it  would  be  improper  to  annex  your  Detachments 
to  any  Regiment  of  Continental  Forces. 

I  am  Sir  your  most  obed'  Ser' 

Stephen  Lush. 
■Colo.  Graham. 


[No.  737.] 

Coinmissary  Bedlow  Brings  Funds  to  New  Windsor. 

New  Windsor  Sept.  3d  1777. 
I'ear  S'r, 

I  came  up  on  Monday  from  Peeks  Kill  and  as  I  had  your  and 
Major  Lush's  Accts.  warrented  for  Payment,  have  brought  the 
money  up  with  me.  I  should  be  glad  you  and  the  Major  would 
Authorise  some  person  to  receive  it  so  that  a  receipt  may  be  on 
the  Accts.  which  1  have  also  with  me.  Mr.  Comfort  Sands  writes 
ra^  he  is  in  the  dark  respecting  my  appointment  the  1st  of  Dee'r 
1777  as  Commissary  of  Stores  to  the  works  here.  I  dare  say  Your 
Excellency  can  Satisfie  him,  should  he  not  find  the  Copy  of  the 
Letter  from  the  Convention  to  you  in  answer  to  the  one  you  sent 
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them  by  me  on  the  1st  De'r  1777,  to  whicli  1  huve  irtcrod  liim, 
v\  ith  your  Excellency.    Mrs.  Bedlow  Joyns  me  with  all  the  Family 
in  our  Affec't  Regards  to  you  and  Mrs.  Clinton: 
I  am  Dear  S'r 

Your  Sincear  Well  wisher  &  Humb'e  Serv't 
William  Bedlow. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  uf  the  State 
of  New  York  &c.  &c.  Kingston  Esopus. 


[No.  738.] 
The  Dutchess  Detachment  at  Fort  Constitution  UnpaiAl. 

Fort  Constitution — Sept'r  3i'd  1777. 
May  it  please  Your  Excellency 

Whereas  the  Pay  Due  to  the  Deteachment  of  Militia  of 
Dutches  County  in  Service  at  this  Post  of  which  Deteachment 
Major  Pleas  had  the  Command  is  yet  unpaid  for  the  Mnnth 
of  July  by  Reason  of  Major  Pleas  being  taken  Sick  about  14 
Days  before  our  term  of  Inlistment  Expired  &  went  home  and 
therefore  we  Could  not  Get  the  abstract  Sign'd  Tntill  it  was 
sent  to  the  Major  at  which  time  y'r  Excellency  had  moved  to 
the  Northward,  and  W^hereas  Major  Pleas  Still  Continues  very 
Poorly  he  has  Impowered  me  to  Receive  the  Money,  an-l  as  I 
am  in  service  Again  at  this  Post  Cannot  Conveniently  Leave  it 
I  have  therefore  Sent  the  Abstract  &  Pay  Rolls  by  Coll.  Bn.wn 
to  y'r  Excellency  Begging  that  the  Governor  will  be  pleased 
to  Examin  the  same  and  if  Right  to  Certify  the  same  &  to  Let 
the  Bearer  Bring  them  Back. 
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I  should  be  Very  Glad  it  might  be  setled  as  soon  as  possible 
because  some  of  the  men  seem  to  be  Very  Uneasy. 
From  Y'r  Most  Hble.  &  Most  Obdt.  Serv't, 

Hend'k  Wyckoff. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq'r.  Governor  &c.  of  the 
State  of  New  York  at  Eusopus. 


[No.  739.] 

Bohert  Nicholson,  a  Suspected  Tory,  Asks  to  Be  Released  from 

Imprisonment. 

Unto  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq; 

Govorner,  &c.  &c.  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The    Petition    of    Robert    Nicholson,    of    Saratoga    Destrict, 
County  of  Albany. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  has  suffered  a  very  long  and  grievous 
confinement  in  Albany  and  this  Goal,  merely  upon  the  ill  founded 
suspicion  of  being  a  Tory.  What  little  money  he  had,  is  long 
since  exhausted,  his  cloaths  is  so  much  decay'd  that  they  are 
not  sufficient  to  cover  his  nakedness  and  to  compleat  his  miss- 
fortunes,  his  health  is  impaired,  his  Body  emaciated  and  tor- 
mented by  a  most  violent  Flux,  which  must  speedily  put  a  period 
to  his  temporal  existence  unless  Divine  Providence  and  the  Clem- 
ency of  your  Excellency  interpose. 

Your  petitioner  is  a  poor  Friendless  man,  who  for  this  long 
time  past,  has  had  nothing  to  subsist  upon  but  the  allowance 
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of  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  and  tlie  cbaiily  of  his  fel- 
low prisoners;  lie  has  been  many  days  without  any  manner  of 
sustenance,  which  he  imagines  has  been  the  means  of  reducing 
him  to  his  present  deplorable  condition.  He  is  yet  in  the  primts 
of  Life,  and  humbly  conceives,  that  if  he  were  moved  to  some 
convenient  place,  he  might  through  the  mercy  of  God,  the  bene- 
fit of  the  air,  and  the  assistance  of  a  Physician  be  soon  in  a  con- 
dition to  earn  an  honest  livelihood,  by  the  labour  of  his  hands, 
in  or  about  this  Town,  under  such  restrictions  as  your  Excel- 
lency or  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
may,  in  your  great  Wisdom,  Lay  him  under. 

May  it,  therefore,  please  your  Excellency,  to  take  what  is 
above  represented  into  consideration  and  to  grant  me  such  re- 
lief, as  your  well  known  Humanity  will  readily  suggest.  And 
your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Kobt.  Nicholson. 
Kingston  Goal  Sep'r  4  1777. 


[No.  740.] 
Stephen  Case  Intercedes  for  Silas  Gardner. 

New  Marlborough  Sept'r  ye  4th  1777. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency. 

I  have  one  Request  to  make  to  you,  which  I  Should  much 
Rejoice  to  have  Granted,  which  is,  if  Silas  Gardner  is  under 
Sentence  of  Death  as  I  have  been  Informd  he  is,  that  you  would 
be  So  Good  as  to  Reprieve  him;  if  he  is  not  I  Should  be  Glad  to 
become  his  Bail  for  his  Good  Behaviour  for  the  future,  if  Even 
my  house  Could  be  Considerd  his  Goal  untill  the  times  was  Set- 
led  as  I  am  in  Gratitude  bound  to  befriend  him.     I  make  bold 
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to  make  this  application  iii  his  behalf,  which  if  your  Excelleuey 

Should  See  tit  to  Grant,  I  Shall  as  in  Duty  bound  Ever  pray. 

I  am  Sir  your  Excellency'  most  obediant  llumbl  S'vt 

Stephen  Case. 
To  Governor  Clinton. 


I  aui  directed  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of 

the  4"  Inst,  respecting  Silas  Gardener  and  to  acquaint  you  that 

his  Excell'y  wo'd  willingly  oblige  jou  by  grant'g  your  Request 

in  his  Favor  were  it  consistent  with  his  Duty.     Gardener  with 

a  Number  of  other  Prisoners  were  confined  by  Order  of  the 

late  Convention  and  can  be  released  only  by  a  due  Course  of 

Law  or  the  Interposition  of  the  Legislature. 

I  am  &c. 
[Sept.  10''  1777.] 


[No.  741.] 

Dirck  Brinckerhoff  Explains  and  xlsks  for  Further  Instructions. 

Fishkill  4th  Sept'r  1777. 
Sir, 

You  Blame  me  in  Your  Letter  for  Disobeying  the  Orders  I 
first  ReceivM  for  all  the  Militia  to  go  to  Peekskill,  but  it  was 
by  Consent  of  General  Putnam,  that  Only  jiart  should  go.  and 
be  Reliev'd  by  the  Same  number  from  time  to  time  in  Such 
Manner  as  I  thought  Proper,  wliirli  lias  Strictly  been  done. 

Agreeable  to  your  Last  I  have  ()rd(*r'd  half  the  Militia  out, 
but  it  is  allmo.st  impossible  to  get  them  to  go,  on  account  of 
the  Exempts  not  going,  Aledging  this  is  not  a  General  Alarum; 
therefore,  should  be  Glad  of  Some  further  Regulation  in  that 
Respect,  and  Possitive  Orders  from  you  how  to  act  in  that  af- 
fair, I  am  Sir 

Your  Ob't  Hble.  Serv't 

Dirck  Brinckerholl". 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq. 
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[No   742.] 

Colonel  Allison  Recommends  Officers  for  Promotion. 

Fort  Clinton  5th  Sept.  1777. 
Sir, 

On  proceeding  to  the  appointment  of  Officers  to  ('(niiniaiKl  lh<' 
Company  to  be  Raised  in  my  Regt.  for  Reinforcing  this  garrison, 
found  most  of  the  Standing  Oflicers  under  Sonic  Doficiillics 
about  Leaving  Home,  and  on  attending  to  that  iiart  ul  your 
Excellencies  Instructions  Respecting  the  appointment  of  Such 
Officers  as  had  seen  actual  Service,  ventured  to  ai»itoini  one 
Joseph  Moor*  To  the  2d  Lieutenancy,  who  Served  in  tlic  Carrec- 
tor  of  an  Ensighn  Under  Capt.  Denton  Last  year,  which  I  hope 
will  meet  with  your  approbation.  It  ajipears  that  by  Some 
means  or  other.  Said  Moor,  never  obtaind  a  Commission  and  he 
thinks  it  Exceeding  hard  after  Serving  8  or  9  months  in  a  Severe 
Campaign,  to  Return  again  into  the  Ranks, 

It  also  appears  that  Colo.  Woodhull  has  acted  on  Simeler 
Principles,  as  Henry  Bruster  Ju'r  and  Stephen  Halsey  both  from 
His  Regt.  are  now^  with  me,  w^ho  I  am  Informed  by  Major  Moffit 
Have  booth  been  in  the  Service  and  acted  in  the  Same  Stations 
they  now  Do,  but  never  obtaind  their  Commissions. 

Said  Moor  now  acts  as  2d  Lieut.  Under  Capt.  Jno.  Wood. 
Bruster  and  Halsey  are  acting  as  1st  &  2d  Lieutenants  Under 
Capt.  Silas  Person,  They  are  all  Exceeding  Desirous  of  obtaining 
Commissions,  if  your  Excellency  would  pleas  To  Lay  their  Case 
before  the  Council  of  appointment  and  If  it  Should  meet  with 
their  approbation,  to  Direct  them  made  out  they  will  Esteem 
it  a  Singular  favour. 

Remain  with  Respect 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Serv't 

Wm.  Allison. 


•Captured  at  Fort  Montgomery    Oct.  6,  1777;  died  a3  prisoner  of  war    Feb.  25,  1778.- 

State  Historian, 
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Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  bis  Excellency  to  acknowlege  the  Rece't  of 
your  Letter  of  the  5th  Inst,  respecting  the  obtain'g  Corn's  for 
sever'l  OflQcers  of  your  Regt.  &  to  inform  you  that  appointments 
by  Orders  under  your  Instructions  will  be  sufticient  to  answer 
every  present  Purpose  and  that  as  soon  as  a  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment is  formed  &  proceed  to  the  arrangem't  of  the  Militia  his 
Excellency  will  lay  your  Recommendation  before  them. 

I  am  &c. 
Sept.  10th  1777. 


[No.  743.] 

Colonel  Graham  Resents  Colonel  Wemple's  Attempt  to  Rank  Eim. 

V'n  Schayk's  Island  Sept.  7th  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

As  there  is  a  Dispute  between  Coll.  Wample  and  myself  Re- 
specting our  Ranck  and  Genl.  Gates  Declines  Determining  it 
without  your  Instructions,  I,  therefore,  am  under  the  necessity 
of  Calling  upon  your  Exellency  for  what  you  Conceive  to  be  my 
Just  Right;  though  I  have  Endeavourd  to  Give  as  Little  Trouble 
about  those  matters  as  Possible  I  yet  think  it  very  hard  to  sub- 
mit to  be  Commanded  by  a  man  that  is  Intirely  unacquainted 
with  service  and  an  utter  stranger  to  the  Rules  &  Regulations 
of  a  Camp.  But  I  Can  assure  your  Exellency  my  atachment  to 
this  State  and  yourself  in  particular  is  too  great  to  suffer  me  to 
Leave  the  service  while  the  situation  of  our  Enemy  is  such  as  at 
Present.  When  I  Enterd  this  Campain  I  Little  Expected  that 
any  Coll.  of  Malitia  of  this  State  that  was  never  in  actual  service 
woud  assume  the  Command  of  us  that  Had  bin.  I  woud  Remind 
your  Exellency  that  the  Last  winter  upon  the  Expedition  to 
Kingsbridge,  the  Genl.  officers  in  Council  Gave  me  Ranck  of  all 
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the  Malitia  under  their  Command,  and  in  the  Disposition  of 

that  army,  Coll.  Duboice  Commanded  the  Eight  &  myself  the 

Left. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  your  Exellencies  friend  &  very 

Humble  Serv't 

Morris  Graham, 
his  Exellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  744.] 
TRYON  COUNTY  IN  A  DEPLORABLE  CONDITION. 

Petition  of  a  Committee — The  Loyalty  of  Jelles  Fonda  Questioned — 
Heavy  Losses  at  Oriskany. 

Committee  Chamber  for  the  County  of  Tryon  this  7th  of 

September  1777. 

May  it  please  your  Exellency:  we  the  Members  of  Committee 
for  the  County  of  Tryon  in  general  Committee  assembled,  find 
ourselves  urged  to  call  upon  your  Exellency's  Attention  to  the 
dismal  Situation  of  this  County,  at  a  Time  when  the  good  People 
under  your  Exellency's  Care  from  all  quarters  of  the  State  is 
labouring  under  the  greatest  Difficulties  and  loocking  up  to  your 
Exellency's  Directions.  The  late  Trial  of  this  County,  drove 
Numbers  of  Disaffected  Inhabitants  into  the  Woods,  many  of 
whom  actually  joined  the  Enemy  at  Fort  Schuyler;  several  re- 
turned since  the  Flight  of  the  Enemy  to  their  respective  homes, 
some  delivered  themselves  up  to  this  Board  others  is  brought 
Prisoners  before  us. 

This  Committee  thought  proper  to  macke  a  Tryal  by  them 
which  were  loocked  upon  as  being  seduced  and  misled  in  order 
to  discover  the  Ringleaders,  as  your  Exellency  will  sec  l»y  the 
Examinations  of  every  Prisoner  annexed  to  this  our  Petition. 
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As  every  Individual  of  our  Militia  has  sworn  Allegiance  to  the 
States  of  America  and  this  State  in  jiarticular,  so  all  who  re- 
fused orders  and  fled  to  the  woods  have  brocke  their  oath,  their 
punishment  is  left  to  the  superior  Judgement  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Ringleaders  are  ordered  by  this  Board  to  be  delivered  unto 
your  Exelleucy's  order,  and  their  Crimes  as  far  as  we  can  find 
is  annexed  to  this  our  Petition. 

We  pray  your  Exell'cy  will  order  that  a  proper  Court  be 
established  to  try  the  several  Criminals  sent  now,  and  them  that 
will  be  send  by  this  Board,  and  favour  us  with  such  directions, 
what  is  to  be  done  with  those  left  among  us.  Under  the  Crime 
of  Perjury  &  Running  away  we  have  allready  inflicted  a  fine  for 
their  disobeying  orders,  but  the  well  affected  people  loocks  upon 
this  punishment  as  insuflScient. 

The  Battle  of  our  Militia  the  Otli  of  August,  has  cost  us  dear; 
we  have  lost  a  number  of  the  most  usefull  Men  and  the  Leaders 
of  the  County.  The  Death  of  Brig.  Gen.  Herckemann,  Coll.  Cox, 
Majors  Eisenlord,  Kipsattle,  Bleven  and  Van  Sluyk,  the  Missing 
of  John  Frey,  Major  of  Brigade  and  Coll.  Bellinger,  the  Loss  of 
a  Number  of  brave  Captains  and  other  officers  &  the  most 
ej.irited  men,  have  rendered  our  military  Condition  weackened 
and  disordered.  The  Death  of  Isaac  Paris  at  this  memorable 
Day  has  vacated  the  Seat  of  a  Senator,  upon  whose  Integrity  this 
County  had  put  their  chief  Trust  in  that  august  House.  An  As- 
sembly Man.  Jacob  Snell  is  among  the  slain;  Michael  Ittig*  an 
other  Member  for  the  Assembly  and  a  Captain  of  the  Militia  has 
forgot  his  Duty  in  both  Capacities  and  Soock  protection  of  Butler. 
Major  Fonda,  we  are  sorry  to  mention,  very  litle  trusted:  an 
Oneidos  Indian  declared  before  the  general  and  Comitteo,  that 
he  Jellis  Fonda  had  send  up  three  letters  to  the  Indians,  showing 

•IntorrecUy  printed  as  "  Edle  "  In  the  Civil  List  of  the  State.— State  Historian. 
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&  by  trading  with  them,  he  declared  that  he  was  noi  smli  ;i  Fool 
as  the  other  Tories,  Ten  Broock  and  others,  he  liiid  iin»r<-  wit  as 
them,  if  they  had  stood  at  home,  they  would  be  in  the  Possession 
of  their  Goods  if  the  Country  would  loose  or  gain  the  Point.  He 
said  that  he  would  come  up  too,  when  Butler  should  cninf  down; 
may  be  that  he  would  go  trough  the  Woods  to  them,  may  be  he 
would  go  along  the  Kiver  and  go  into  the  Fort  and  stand  by  the 
Collonell,  then  he  would  not  be  a  feared  he  would  get  the  Fort. 
Doctor  Younglove,  who  is  now  a  Prisoner  with  the  Eiii'iiiy,  de- 
clared openly  that  he  heard  Jellis  Fonda  say  it  was  best  to  lay 
down  Arms,  the  Country  would  never  get  the  point,  and  all  sen- 
sible Men  of  America  was  of  the  same  opinion;  this  has  happened 
pretty  lately. 

Mr.  Johannes  Lawyer  of  Schohary  has  declared,  which  ran  be 
proved,  that  this  last  winter  Jellis  Fonda  was  trying  to  macke 
Tories  at  Schohary,  and  therefore  he  would  not  vote  him  for  a 
Senator.  The  gentlemen  is  so  little  licked  among  the  Inhabitants 
of  Try  on  County,  that  he  has  not  got  above  a  Dozen  of  Votes  in 
Palatine,  Cona  Johary  and  the  Flats  Districts,  and  lli.'  Couniy 
is  still  at  a  Loss,  where  from  he  has  got  a  Majority. 

Even  the  Strocke  of  the  Gth  of  Aug.  has  been  felt  by  this  Board, 
having  lost  five  Members,  and  an  unhappy  Disagreement  prevails, 
that  Matters  of  the  utmost  Consequence  can  not  be  sett  forth,  as 
your  Exellency  will  See  by  the  Letter  of  the  25th  of  Aug..  whi.h 
petition  with  the  Prisoner  Coll.  Henry  Frey  was  stopt  and  de- 
tained upon  the  own  Accord  of  the  Comittee  at  Cognowaga  Dis- 
trict; when  they  had  been  in  the  general  Comittee,  and  approved 
of  the  Kesolves  and  the  said  Petition. 

Coll.  Frey  is  as  we  know  returned  to  Albany,  we  send  along  the 
Resolve  and  pray  your  Exellency  will  cause  a  proper  Eu(,uiiy  to 
be  made  about  him.     The  Militia  is  not  paid,  every  thing  at  a 
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Stacke,  every  thing  calls  aloud  for  your  Exellency's  speedy  In- 
terposition. We  pray  you  will  be  pleased  to  use  all  towards  re- 
storing this  County  to  proper  Vigour,  and  order  such  lawfull 
steps  as  will  enable  us  to  have  a  proper  Representation  in  the 
Legislature.  As  we  agreed  with  Albany  for  two  Senators  in  our 
County  and  had  their  Consent,  we  wish  that  this  County  then 
might  have  a  separate  Election  for  the  Recited  Vacancy's;  Recom- 
mending this  County  into  your  Peculiar  Attention  we  are  ever 
praying 

Your  Exellency's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servants 
the  Committee  of  Tryon  County, 
to  his  Exll'cy  George  Clinton  Esquire. 


[No.  745.] 

THE  DEMORALIZATION  IN  TRYON  COUNTY. 

A  Clergyman'8  Appeal  to  Governor  Clinton — Perfidy  of  Colonel 

Frey — Need  for  an  Investigation. 

Cona  Johary  this  8th  of  Sept.  1777. 
ITonorable  Sir, 

As  the  Providence  of  God  has  called  your  Excellency  to  the 
Exalted  Station  of  being  the  comon  Father  of  the  Good  People 
of  this  distressed  State,  it  can  not  be  displeasing  to  receive  In- 
telligences which  concern  the  Welfare  of  the  Peox)le,  intrusted 
to  your  Care.  It  is  not  Envy,  malicy  or  any  wicked  Design  that 
moveth  the  Writer  to  address  your  Excellency;  such  motives  are 
as  strange  to  my  Breast,  as  the  Undertacking  is  extraordinary 
and  litle  convenient  to  my  Profession.  Only  Necessity  can 
justify,  and  I  beg  your  Humanity  will  absolve  me,  when  I  trans- 
gress the  Bounds  of  my  ministerial  Function.  AUways  I  thought, 
that  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  Care  of  Souls,  can  and 
fthould  not  be  unconcerned  about  the  fate  of  Mankind  in  gen- 
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eral  and  their  fellow  Citizens  in  Particular,     Therefore  in  want 
of  proper  and  faithfull  Leaders,  I  must  many  a  time  stand  forth, 
and  draw  all  the  wicked  malicy  of  the  disguised  Enemy  upon 
me.     I  had  a  fellow  Companion  Isaac  Paris,  but  he  is  slain  by 
the  Enemy,  and  lost  to  the  County.     Since  that  fatal  Day,  the 
6th  of  August,  all  Things  within  this  County  is  at  a  Stacke. 
Scarce  with  the  utmost  Trouble  and  fatigue  by  Day  and  Night, 
I  could  prevail  to  have  a  Body  of  Comittee  collected;  non  of  the 
remaining  field  officers  showed  any  sign  of  a  spirit  to  macke 
any  attempts  to  stop  the  hourly  expected  Enemy;  when  these 
parts  about  the  Cona  Johary  Castle  were  on  the  Brink  of  Ruin, 
on  Account  of  a  large  Number  of  Tories,  fifty  odd,  and  Indians, 
no  force  could  be  collected;  I  was  forced  to  call  upon  my  Con- 
gregation in  order  to  disperse  them.     So  was  our  dismal  Situa- 
tion when  a  Pompous  proclamation  of  gen,  St.  Leger  and  sev- 
eral deceiving  Letters  were  sent  in  the  County,  to  bring  the 
well  affected  over  to  the  Enemy's  Side;  and  an  other  Person 
Coll.  Frey,  who  was  from  the  very  first  Beginnig  of  this  glorious 
Contest  an  Enemy  to  this  Country,  who  had  allways  persons 
in  the  Comittee  to  screen  himself,  and  brought  it  so  far,  that 
he  was  a  Prisoner  at  large  at  Albany,  and  had  a  Permit  from 
the  Fishkill  to  Albany,  made  at  this  critical  Time  his  Appear- 
ance in  the  County.     When  officers  in  whose  Company  he  came, 
Spocke   very   discouraging,   concerning   our   Streught  and   the 
Enemy's  Forces  at  the  North  River,  in  several  Companies. 

The  Comittee  have  in  two  Sessions  resolved  and  ordered,  that 
the  said  Frey  should  be  tacken  prisoner  and  be  brought  to  your 
Excellency,  but  was  allways  stopt  by  several  persons  even  Mem- 
bers of  the  same  Comittee,  who  passed  the  said  Resolve.  Letters 
of  imediate  Importance  and  the  greatest  Consequence  to  this 
County  have  been  stopt  on  Account  of  the  said  Coll.  Frey. 
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Since  God  has  graciously  delivercHl  this  County  li\  m  imediate 
Destruction,  and  the  Tories  return  we  must  see.  that  many 
wicked  persons  are  set  at  Liberty  h\  sham  Trials;  those  who  ac- 
tualy  supplied  the  Enemy  with  Provision,  tliose  who  actually 
joined  the  Enemy,  set  at  Liberty  by  a  Fine  of  twelve,  five  ee. 
Pounds  of  Money;  as  if  the  jirecious  Lifes  of  the  slain  and  of 
those,  whom  God  has  spared,  were  to  be  valued  by  the  Money. 
The  Pay  of  the  Militia  has  been  detained,  and  if  ever  brave  Men 
are  neglected  it  is  our  Militia:  Yesterday  we  were  alarmed  about 
a  Number  of  Indians  and  Tories,  who  were  seen  near  the  Cona 
Johary  Castle;  the  Militia  is  marched,  and  it  is  not  Known,  what 
will  be  the  Event: 

A  Man,  a  principal  leader  of  the  Tories,  who  was  yesterday 
sentenced  to  be  sent  to  your  Excellency,  one  Martinus  Van  Aal 
btyn,  is  suffered  to  tacke  his  gun  this  Morning  to  march  with 
our  Militia  under  the  Eye  of  the  Chairman,  and,  it  seems,  if  any 
Thing  is  in  this  Alarm,  will  find  the  best  Means  to  escape  his 
Punishment.  Your  Excellency  may  be  assured,  that  all  this 
is  the  bare  truth,  and  can  be  attested  by  the  Majority  of  the 
County  in  general,  as  I  was  desired  to  draw  a  Petition,  but  de- 
clined it,  and  thought  best  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  in  a 
private  Manner,  that  it  is  the  general  Cry  of  the  People,  that 
your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  cause  that  impartial  Comis- 
sioners  be  employed  to  loock  into  the  grievances  of  the  People 
of  this  County. 

If  your  Excellency  judge  it  necessary,  that  these  recited  facts 
should  be  brought  before  you  in  a  public  Manner  and  supported 
by  voice  of  the  People,  it  will  be  done  on  receiving  Notice  thereof. 
The  Comittee  has  yesterday  desired  me  to  draw  an  Address  to 
your  Excellency,  which  I  did,  but  being  informed  this  Morning, 
that  the  same  is  not  shut  in  the  Presence  of  the  Comittee,  that 
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himself  obligated  to  them  for  all  his  Riches,  as  heiiig  got  l»y  IImmii 
since  one  of  the  Prisoners  mentioned  therein  (the  ahovf  AI:iiliiiiis 
Van  Aalstyn)  is  suffered  to  tacke  his  Arms  and  go  wilh  llic  Mi 
lilia,  I  must  fear  it  might  go  as  with  the  former  Addresses. 
Honorable  Sir,  as  the  Motive  of  my  writing  is  the  welfare  (»f 
my  Country,  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  lo  ]nit  (lie  Itest  Construc- 
tion to  it,  and  Excuse  the  Liberty  I  toock  lo  address  your 
Excellency. 

Honorable  Sir  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant 
Job.  Daniel  Gros,  Minister  of  the  Gospel. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  746.] 

John  Ord  Sends  a  Batch  of  Lottery  Tickets  to  the  Governor  to 

Dispose  Of. 

United  States  Lottery  Office  Philad'a  Septem'r  8th  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Inclosed  will  shew  you  how  much,  The  Hon'ble  Congress 

have  at  Heart  the  Carrying  through  the  Lottery*  set  on  foot  last 

winter.     By  theif  Directions  we  have  ordered  Deric  Ten  Broeck, 


•  Friday  November  1st,  1776,  Congress  took  Into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ways  and  Means  of  supplying  the  treasury,  and  it  -was  resolved  "  that  a  sum 
of  money  be  raised  by  way  of  lottery  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  next  campaign, 
the  lottery  to  be  drawn  in  Philadelphia."  It  was  further  ordered  that  the  Committee 
who  brought  in  the  report  "  prepare  the  plan  of  a  lottery  fix  the  number  of  managers 
and  security  by  them  to  be  given  and  report  to  Congress." 

Monday,  November  18,  1776,  Congress  considered  the  report  of  the  Committee  that 
recommended  the  creation  of  the  "  United  States  "  lottery.  The  scheme  provided  that 
one  hundred  thousand  tickets  should  be  drawn  In  four  classes,  each  ticket  to  bo 
divided  into  four  billets;  first  class,  one  hundred  thousand  billets  at  ten  doll.irs  each; 
second  class,  one  hundred  thousand  billets  at  twenty  dollars  each;  third  class,  one 
hundred  thousand  billets  at  thirty  dollars  each;  fourth  class,  one  hundred  thousand 
billets  at  forty  dollars   each. 

The  chief  prize  was  $50,000.  By  this  method  the  financiers  of  the  period  expected  to 
raise  at  least  five  millions  of  dollars  to  be  applied  for  carrying  on  "  the  present  most 
just  and  necessary  war  in  defence  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  property  of  the  InhabitanU 
of  these  United  States." 

Seven  managers  were  selected,  and  the  money  as  fast  as  received  was  deposited  in  the 
Continental  Treasury. 

Tuesday,  February  6,  1781,  Congress  adopted  a  resolution  authorizing  the  managers  or 
the  lottery  to  prepare  for  the  drawing  of  the  fourth  class  on  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Treasury.  It  was  further  provided  that  the  tickets 
then  remaining  unrenewed  "  by  the  adventurers  in  the  third  class  "  conformably  to 
the  resolution  of  the  18th  day  of  November,  1776  "be  on  account  of  the  T'mtrd  States 
and  not  disposed  of."— State  Historian. 
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Esqr.  of  Alltany  1o  forward  voii  by  Express  or  n  Safe  Convey- 
anco,  8(K)  Tickets,  ^:  aic  iM-rsnadcd  you  will  ]ml  llu-ni  into  such 
liands  as  will  Consider  iln'ii-  Ivxciiimi  in  l>is|i<isiim  of  t1i«'iii 
SiMH'dily,  a  most  Kssciil  ial  Scrviic  rcnder'd  their  ('(»iniliy.  W  itli 
Due  Respect  we  are  Sir 

Your  P'xcelleniy's  Most  ()b"t  lluui"  Servants 

Signed  in  behalf  &  by  order  of  the  lioard 

Jno.  Ord  Sitting;  manager. 
If  the  number  order'd  ])roves  not  Sufficient  for  the  Demand 
mr.  Broeck  will  (tn  notice,  forward  more. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


[No.  747.] 
Exposing  Duplicity  of  Tories  in  Tnjon  Count jf. 
Tryon  County  Comittee  Chamber,  Sept'br  the  8th  1777. 

Whereas,  by  the  great  revolution  at  Durlach  lately  happened 
by  instigation  of  Several  Persons  as  Ringleeders  of  the  dis- 
affected amongst  them  one  Georg  Walker  is  found  Guilty  of, 
this  bord,  therefore.  Resolved,  to  Send  Saide  Georg  Walker  to 
Custody  in  Close  Confinement,  there  to  remain  untill  fuither  or- 
ders. He  confessed  before  this  board  to  be  one  of  tiie  first  who 
was  misled  by  Martinus  Dillenbacli  and  Phillipp  Koch,  and  here- 
after prouved  allways  a  Chief  of  the  Tories,  and  exerted  him  self 
in  this  office  by  endeavouring  his  utmost  to  Seduce  others,  also 
misleded  a  great  many  by  persuasions  and  Thieatnings  him  self, 
tied  a  Handkerchief  to  a  Stik,  Cried  our  "  Huza  for  King  Georg  " 
not  regarding  the  oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

Wm.  Neuberg  being  one  of  tln-m.  who  tooked  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  signed  the  Association,  afterwards  by  his  own  confes- 
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sion  being  persuaded  by  Martinus  Vau  Alstyn  and  Phillipii  Kodi, 
not  to  take  up  arms  aginst  the  King  of  Brittaiu  and  lieiiig  (lie 
best  for  him  to  join  oner  Enemies,  in  wich  he  exerted  him  s  If  to 
his  utmost  in  misleding  and  listing  peopels,  procured  so  niu<h 
by  his  party  that  they  made  him  Capt.,  and  went  to  his  party  in 

order  to  join  [Walter]  BuUlor  wich  lie  with  his  i)ar(y  im-iIuh I. 

and  arrived  at  Fort  Schuyler  with  a  NumluT  of  about  HG  men,  in 
Companie  with  another  Capt.  Miller;  after  being  there  souk- 
Days,  returned  and  brought  prissoner  before  this  hord;  by  his 
examination  Confessed  he  was  told  of  riiillip  Koch  that  he 
P.  Koch  went  with  a  pass  to  the  Jersys  from  there  privally 
to  New  York  and  Spok  with  Lord  How,  Sir  John  Johnson, 
and  others  from  which  he  Creditibly  has  been  informed, 
that  America  never  would  get  the  point  and  would  never 
be  abel  to  resist  the  King  of  Brittain,  and  all  them  they 
would  lay  down  their  arms  they  would  be  pardoned  and  should 
possess  their  own  priviledges;  but  the  others  all  they  would 
be  taken  under  arms  would  be  Send  abroad  upon  Hands;  further 
Says,  that  Saide  Koch  persuaded  a  great  many  more  as  it  did  ap- 
pear Clearly  by  the  Examination  of  others;- further  Saide  New- 
berg  Confessed,  that  Martin  Von  Alstyn  told  him  it  would  now 
be  over,  they  (the  Enemies)  would  come  around  us  on  all  Sides 
and  in  a  verry  short  he  would  see  that  they  would  have  the  whole. 
Further  declares  that  when  they  came  with  their  party  to 
Adam  Youngs,  said  Young  being  of  opinion  when  they  came  on. 
they  was  of  oner  militia,  he  imediately  hided  himself  and  would 
not  come  home  to  the  Hauss,  ordered  the  jieoples  imediately  vic- 
tuals to  be  given  to  them  and  supplied  them  with  flowr;  and 
when  they  offered  pay  he  refused  it,  saying  if  they  came  lo  fort 
Shyler  they  only  should  tell  Buttler  and  Fredrich   Young  his 
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brother  of  it,  and  ho  being  veiry  ghid,  they  went  on  with  such 
intention.  :iiul  if  now  tlie  damned  Rebels  would  come  he  wouin 
let  them  know  better  that  he  was  at  home  now,  and  wlien  they 
was  agoing  of  he  was  verry  kind  to  them;  further  said  not. 

Henry  Dillenbach  Jun'r  allways  refusing  duty  beinj;  once 
fined,  he  expressed  himself,  that  he  put  this  money  now  upon  in- 
terest, allways  taking  the  En.^mies  partie  and  when  the  Enemies 
was  advancing  So  near,  he  absconded  him  self  in  the  woods,  upon 
orders  of  this  bord  being  taken  in  full  arms  and  accuterments 
and  snapped  the  gun  to  the  guard  being  an  Intirely  Enemy  of 
of  ouer  American  Cause. 


[No.  748.] 

Colonel  Allison  Suggests  Stricter  Discipline  to  Colonel  WoodhuU. 

Fort  Clinton  9th  Sept.  1777. 
Sir, 

I  find  from  Capt.  Person's  Return  of  noncommissionrd  Officers 
and  Privates  that  you  have  54  in  Service  out  of  your  R  gt.,  and 
from  Information  a'ou  were  to  furnish  78;  if  So  you  aie  deficient 
24,  Which  the  genrl.  desires  might  be  sent  down  as  soon  as  Pos- 
sible; if  not,  I  Shall  be  Under  the  disagreeable  needcessity  of 
Making  Report  to  his  Excellency,  of  the  State  of  the  Regt;  and 
where  the  deficiency  Lies.  The  (J<'nrl.  is  of  opinion  tlia(  where 
Classes  agree  to  Releive,  the  man  that  Neglects  or  Refuses  Com- 
ing \Vhen  it  is  his  proper  tour,  aught  to  come,  or  be  sent  at 
another  Time,  on  principles  of  Justice  to  the  Publick,  and  the 
other  members  Of  the  Class  as  nothing  Short  of  that,  will  prevent 
others  following  the  Example,  and  Stop  the  Clamour  of  those  of 
the  inelilia  thai   do  IlicJ!-  duty  faillifiill\. 

I  am  with  Regard  your  Very  Humble  Servt. 

Wm.  Allison. 
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P,  S.  tbe  geiirl.  proposes  wheic  yon  arc  (ildi^cd  lu  send  nun 
down  under  guard,  to  make  stopagos  out  of  their  Wages  to  pay 
the  guard  where  you  have  it  not  in  your  Power  to  stop  ii  out  of 
some  of  their  bounties. 
To  Colo.  Woodhull. 

[No.  749.] 
CHARGES  AGAINST  MONTANYE  AND  BKEVOKT. 

Colonel  Hughes  Intercedes  in  Their  Behalf  and  Claims  Thry  Were 
AmenaUe  only  to  the  Civil  Authorities. 

Fishkill  9th  Sept.  1777. 
Sir, 

An  unhappy  Affair  having  taken  Place  at  Peekskill,  in  which 
two  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  are  concen'd,  I  conceive  it 
my  indispensable  Duty  to  accquant  your  Excellency  there  with, 
and  what  are  like  to  be  the  Consequences  if  some  Gentlemen 
can  succeed  in  their  Designs. 

It  seems  that  John  Montanye  and  Abraham  Brevort,  Bakers 
&  Citizens  of  New  York,  have  been  employ'd  for  some  time  past, 
at  that  Business  in  the  Commissary  General's  Department,  at 
the  Village,  till  very  lately,  when  they  were  both  paid  olT  and 
discharg'd,  by  Squire  Paulding  as  he  informs  me,  directly  after 
which  they  set  out  for  this  Place.  But,  unfortunately  for  them 
both,  they  stopt  at  Nelson's  in  the  Highlands,  where  there  hap- 
pend  to  be  some  bad  Company,  who  induc'd  them  to  drink  more 
than  they  ought,  as  Montanye  is  a  Person  remarkable  for  his 
sobriety,  or,  at  least  was  in  York,  and,  I  believe  Brevort  is  the 
same.  However  they  both  got  very  drunk  and  quarreld  with 
the  Landlady,  in  Consequence  of  which  they  push'd  her  about 
as  I  am  told,  but  did  not  strike  her. 
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Uuluckily.  at   that  Time,  Doctrs.  Burnet,  Foster  &   Eustace 
came  up,  cV:  very  humanely  interpos'd  in  behalf  of  the  Sex,  not 
the  ^\'uman,   which  bro't   on   Blows  between  the   Last  named 
Gentleman  and  Montanye,  as  well  as  a  great  Deal  of  abusive 
Language  on  the  Part  of  the  Latter,  who  also  tore  the  Doctor's 
Clothes,  and  gave  him  some  very  severe  Strokes,      In  Conse- 
quence of  which,  they  were  sent  for  by  a  File  of  Men,  and  put 
under  Guard,  tried  &  sentenc'd  to  receive  a  Hundred  Lashes 
each,  publickly,  &  be  confin'd  on  board  the  Frigates  during  the 
Contest.     However,  General  Putnam,  at  the    Request    of    Mr. 
Paulding  and  myself  suspended  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence, 
and  was  also  good  enough  to  give  me  an  Order  to  have  their 
Irons  taken   off,   which   I   saw   executed.     I   applied  to   Doctr. 
Eustace   in   their   Favor,   and    wrought   on    him    so   far   as   to 
obtain  a  Promise  of  his  Influence  with  Doctr.  Burnet  (who  was 
the  Principal  in  the  Prosecution)   for  a  Pardon,  on  a  proper 
Acknowlegement  of  their  Crime.     Since  which,  I  am  well  in- 
form'd,  that  Interest  will  be  made  to  have  them  punish'd  agree- 
able to  their  Sentence.     They  are  both  of  reputable  Families, 
all  of  whom  are  heartily  engag'd  in  the  Cause,  and  most  of  them 
in  our  Department.     These  two  Men  were  early  in  the  Service, 
and  distinguisd  themselves  on  all  Occasions  in  New  York,  one 
as  a  Granadier,  and  the  other  in  the  light  Infantry  I  am  told. 

Your  Excellency's  Penetration  &  my  Connection  with  the 
Army,  renders  any  Observation,  of  mine,  on  this  Affair  unneces 
sary,  and  I  will  not  offer  you  an  Affront,  by  begging  your  Inter- 
position in  Favour  of  these  unhappy  Fellow  Citizens;  as  I  know 
your  Humanity  exceeds  any  Thing  I  can  ask.  Montanye  has  a 
Family,  and  I  am  not  certain  but  the  other  has  also. 

I  am  in  Hopes  of  succeeding  with  Doctr.  Burnet  as  soon  as  I 
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have  the  Happiness  of  seeing  hini,  but,  lest  I  sli..iil.|  i„,i,  i  |,jiv,; 

taken  the  Liberty  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  I  his  by  wiiv 

of  Precaution,  for  which  I  beg  your  Pardon. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Regard, 

Your  Exellency's  most  obdt. 

Hugh  Hughes. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Letter  just 
come  to  Hand  from  Albany. 


[No.  750.] 
Governor  Clinton  Refers  the  Matter  to  General  Putnam. 
D'r  Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  this  Date  in  Consequence  of  which 
I  have  wrote  the  inclosed  Letter  to  Genl.  Putnam  which  you  will 
Seal  &  forward  if  necessary  to  obtain  a  Reversal  of  the  Sentence 
of  the  Court  Martial  ag't  the  Subjects  of  this  Stale.  P.iit  if 
their  Punishment  is  already  remitted  the  Letter  may  in  that 
Case  be  kep  back  as  unnecessary  to  Genl.  Putnam  who  I  am  sure 
has  no  Design  to  invade  the  Civil  Rights  of  the  People  of  this 

State. 

I  am  your  most 
[To  Col.  Hughes.]  *  [G.  C] 

Kingston  Sept.  9"  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

It  is  represented  to  me  by  the  Friends  of  John  Montanve  & 

Abraham  Brevoort  Inhabitants  of  this  State  who  were  lately 

employed  as  Bakers  by  the  Commissary  at  Peek's  Kill.  That 

being  discharged  from  that  Service  &  having  no  other  Connection 

with  ye  Army  on  their  ^Yay  Home  were  guilty  of  an  OITence 

against  some  Gentlemen  of  the  Army  for  which  they  were  taken 
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by  a  file  of  Men  confinod  &  tried  by  a  Court  of  Martial  &  are 
under  Sentence  to  receive  a  Punishment. 

From  the  Just  Bias  I  know  you  Entertain  of  the  Necessity  of 
supporting  the  Civil  Authority  &  the  great  Caution  you  have 
manifested  in  many  Instances  least  the  Military  shoud  interfere 
in  Matters  properly  cognizable  in  the  Civil  Courts  I  am  per- 
swaded  I  have  only  to  mention  the  above  Circumstances  to  you 
in  order  to  have  the  Sentences  of  the  Court  Martial  ag't  the 
above  Persons  reversed  in  Case  the  Representation  of  their 
Friends  as  above  be  true  Leaving  the  Parties  injured  to  seek 
their  Remedy  in  the  Ordinary  Course  of  Law  in  wliidi  way  they 
will  not  fail  having  Justice.     I  am  D'r  with  great  Respect 

Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Putnam.] 

[No.  751.] 
Rcddig  and  F rants  Denounced  as  Tories. 
Tryon  County  Committee  Chamber  Sept.  9th  1777. 
Crimes  of  Christopher  Rcddig  &  Henry  Frants. 

Whereas  by  the  great  revolution  at  Dinlogh,  Christopher  Red- 
dig  &  Henry  Frants  as  ring-leaders  of  the  Tories  are  found 
Guilty,  therefore  this  board  resolves,  and  Orders  lliciii  lo  be 
sent  Immediately  to  his  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esqr.,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  N:  York  at  Kingston  for  Iheir  FiirtlM-r 
Tryal. 

Personally  Appeared  before  lliis  board  Capt.  Matthew  IJrowii, 
&  Petrus  McKey,  swore  npoii  ili<-  Holy  llvangclist  of  Almighty 
God,  that  the  .■ifoics:iid  L'oddi^  cV  Fraiils.  liaxc  been  Open  Eni- 
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mies  to  their  Country  this  year  past,  have  persuadt-d  ami  misslod 
several  of  their  Neighbours  to  take  up  arms  in  hehalf  of  the 
King,  &  have  sent  each  their  son  into  his  service  also  have 
taken  some  of  their  Neighbours  by  force  of  arms  and  com- 
pelld  them  to  go,  some  they  have  helpt  to  Disarm.  Also  that 
the  said  Christopher  Reddig  frequently  brought  informal  ion  to 
his  Different  Diseffected  Neighbours,  within  15  or  20  miles  Dis- 
tance from  the  place  of  his  abode.     By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Peter  S.  Deygert,  Chairman. 
N.  B.  The  aforesaid  persons  have  been  fined  by  this  board  for 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  the  beginning  of  last  Spring. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

[No.  752.] 
The  subject  matter  under  document  752  in  the  MSS.,  belongs 
under  number  758  and  has  been  transferred  by  the  State  His- 
torian. 


The  Governor's  Address  to  the  Legislature. 

*A  meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was 
held  at  Kingston,  September  ninth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven;  when,  after  some  preliminary  proceedings, 
they  adjourned  to  the  following  day;  at  which  time  they  met  the 
Governor  at  "the  Court  Room/'  when  he  made  the  following 

SPEECH: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  General  Assembly, 

The  invasion  of  the  state,  on  the  northern  and  western  fron- 
tiers, and  the  prospect  of  an  attack  by  General  Howe,  tm  the 
fortresses  in  the  highlands,  obliged  me  to  prorogue  the  legisla- 
ture, and  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  seeing  our  free  and  happy 
constitution  so  early  organized  as  I  could  have  wished.    This  J 

•  From  speeches  of  the  different  governors  of  the  SUte  of  New  York.-STATB  His- 
torian. 
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was  the  more  readily  led  to  do,  as  well  from  the  busy  season  of 
the  year,  as  the  confidence  which  the  people  justly  reposed  in 
the  abilities  and  integrity  of  the  gentlemen  in  whom  the  admin- 
istration of  government  was  then  vested. 

At  present,  by  the  kind  interposition  of  Providence,  the  cloud 
which  hung  over  us  seems  in  a  great  measure  dispelled,  and  we 
have  reason  to  expect  a  happy  issue  to  this  campaign. 

The  good  conduct  and  bravery  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler, 
seconded  by  the  intrepidity  of  the  late  gallant  General  Herkemer, 
and  the  militia  of  Tryon  county,  have  entirely  frustrated  the 
designs  of  the  enemy  upon  that  part  of  the  state;  and  obliged 
them,  after  the  loss  of  a  great  part  of  their  army,  with  the  most 
of  their  baggage  and  artillery,  disgracefully  to  abandon  their 
enterprise. 

The  complete  victory  gained  near  Bennington,  by  the  valour 
of  the  militia  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the 
northeastern  counties  of  this  state,  together  with  a  small  body  of 
continental  troops,  we  have  reason  to  hope  will  check  the  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy's  arms,  and  secure  our  northern  frontiers. 
I  have,  however,  thought  it  proper,  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
army  commanded  by  Major-General  Gates,  and  to  repress  the  in- 
cursions of  the  savages  to  the  westward,  to  embody  part  of  the 
militia,  aiul  march  them  to  the  northward.  I  have  also  made 
a  further  draft,  for  the  protection  of  the  exposed  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Westchester,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  posts  in 
the  highlands;  which  I  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you,  are 
in  so  respectable  a  state  of  defence,  as  to  promise  us  security 
against  any  attack  on  that  quarter.  This,  together  with  the 
several  obstructions  in  Hudson's  river,  has  probably  induced 
General  Howe  to  alter  his  original  plan,  and  to  adopt  another, 
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which,  from  the  vigilance  of  his  excellency  (jcncral  Washington, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  southern  militia,  we  have  reason  to  hopo 
will  prove  equally  abortive. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  General  Assembly, 

As  the  security  of  every  free  state  must,  under  God,  depend 
upon  its  internal  strength,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  recommend 
to  you,  as  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  a  speedy  revision 
of  our  military  laws^  which  having  been  drawn  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  controversy,  are,  from  an  alteration  in  cirouni- 
stances,  become  inapplicable  to  our  present  situation. 

The  state  of  our  finances,  likewise,  claims  your  serious  atten- 
tion. The  want  of  an  organized  government,  has  hitherto  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  make  any  provision  for  sinking  the  money, 
which  the  war  obliged  us  to  issue;  and  we  have  thus  accumu- 
lated a  debt,  which,  if  neglected^,  will  not  only  prove  burthensome 
to  the  state,  but  strike  at  the  credit  of  our  currency,  which  it 
behoves  us  so  much  to  support. 

You  will  easily  perceive,  gentlemen,  from  the  long  suspension 
of  law,  and  the  disorder  incident  thereto,  the  necessity  of  making 
proper  provision  for  the  support  of  government;  on  the  vigour 
and  dignity  of  which,  the  tranquility  of  the  state  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  depend. 

As  the  constitution  has  not  prescribed  the  particular  niodf, 
in  which  elections  are  to  be  conducted,  you  will  turn  your  at- 
tention to  some  law,  for  that  very  necessary  purpose. 

Without  detaining  you  any  longer  at  this  time,  I  shall,  gentle- 
men, in  the  course  of  the  session,  take  occasion  to  lay  before  you 
such  other  matters  as  I  conceive  the  necessities  of  the  state  re- 
quire. 
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Gentlemen, 

The  late  convention  having  in  thoir  plan  of  government,  mani- 
fested the  most  scrupulous  attention  to  the  freedom  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people,  and  by  marlcing  the  line  between  the  Execu- 
tive, Ivegislative,  and  Judicial  powers,  wisely  provided  for  the 
security  of  each;  it  becomes  our  duty  to  second  their  endeavors; 
And  as  our  conduct  will  in  some  measure  be  a  rule  for  those 
who  are  hereafter  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  govern- 
ment, let  us  remain  within  the  several  departments  in  which  the 
constitution  has  placed  us,  and  thereby  preserve  the  same  in- 
violate, and  repay  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  our  constituents, 
when  they  made  us  the  guardians  of  their  rights. 

I  do  not  urge  this,  gentlemen,  because  I  conceive  the  caution 
necessary  to  you,  but  to  shew  the  important  light  in  which  I  see 
this  object;  and  to  convince  you,  (however  unequal  I  may  find 
myself  to  the  task)  that  it  shall  always  be  my  strenuous  endeavor, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  retain  and  exercise  for  the  advantage  of  the 
people,  the  powers  with  which  they  have  invested  me;  on  the 
other,  carefully  to  avoid  the  invasion  of  those  rights  which  the 
constitution  has  placed  in  other  persons. 

George  Clinton. 

Kingston,  September  10,  1777. 


[No.  753.] 

The  Tryon  County  Committee  Thanks  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the 
Resolutions  to  Send  Reinforcements  for  the  Protection  of  Their 
County. 

ConiniitttH*  ("hainber  fur  Trvnii  romity  Scjjfr  10th  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

We  received  your  Kcsolv*'  by  which  we  (iinl  lha(  KM)  Kilicmcn 

and  400  Militia  of  different  Counties  are  to  be  stationed  in  our 
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Neighbourhood  for  the  rroteetion  ol  this  ("om.i.\,  :,ih1  u,.  fin- 
brace  the  earliest  Opportunity  of  retuniino  yoi,  ,„,,■  siiuore 
Thanks  for  this  Token  of  your  Attention  to  the  Jnlcr.-sl  .,f  d,,. 
United  States  in  general,  and  our  Safety  in  particular. 

Our  Vicinity  to  the  Frontiers,  and  the  repeated  Threats  .»f  our 
Enemies,  (which  as  far  as  we  can  find,  are  to  be  put  into  Exe- 
cution this  Fall,  unless  prevented  by  the  Prudence  of  our  Coun- 
sellors and  the  Conduct  and  Eesolulion  of  our  Troops  :iii<l  tli<. 
Inhabitants)  render  the  speedy  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  in- 
dispensibly  necessary,  we  therefore  cannot  doubt  of  your  cxi.e- 
diting  a  Measure  so  wisely  adopted. 

The  recent  Proofs  you  have  already  given  of  the  tendn-  !{<.. 
gard  you  have  for  our  Safety,  encourages  us  further  to  re.iuest 
the  Privilege  of  nominating  the  Militia  Officers,  and  beg  leave 
to  allege  as  a  Reason  for  requesting  such  Indulgence,  that  many 
of  us  having  been  personally  present  in  the  late  Action  near 
,  Fort  Schuyler,  we  have  had  the  fairest  Opportunities  of  observ- 
ing the  Conduct  of  those  Olificers  of  the  Militia  who  were  c<tn- 
cerned  therein.  We  further  beg  leave  to  assure  you.  iliai 
Fidelity  to  the  Interest  of  the  United  States,  together  with  Cou- 
duct  and  Courage  will  be  the  only  Qualifications  by  wliicli  our 
Recommendation  shall  be  directed.     We  remain  with  givnt  Ke- 

spect, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  hble.  Servants 

Peter  S.  Deygert  Chaii-iuau. 
By  order  of  the  Committee. 

To  The  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York. 
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[No.  754.] 

Captain  ilott  Offers  Certain  Suggestions  Touching  Artillery 

Enlistments. 

Fort  Constitution,  10th  Sep'r  1777. 
Sir, 

The  bearer  Mr.  Ilosbrook,  has,  as,  he  informs  me,  given  a  Cer- 
tain sum  of  money,  to  another  man,  to  Clear  him  from  Militia 
Drafts,  which  man  has  inlisted  in  my  Company:  c^  the  Lieuten- 
ant who  inlisted  him,  has  as  I  am  iufurmd,  given  Mr.  ilosbrook 
a  Certificate  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congress.  I  shou'd  not 
have  taken  the  Liberty,  of  troubling  your  Excellency  at  this 
Time,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  importunity  of  the  bearer;  who 
sais  he  is  informed,  he  shall  loose  his  money  ^V:  be  Subjected 
to  all  Drafts  as  heretofore.  Its  much  to  be  lamented  that  Many 
people  who  profess  to  be  zealous  friends  to  their  Country  cV: 
anxious  for  the  Success  of  our  arms,  shou'd  act  so  inconsistant 
with  their  professions,  by  making  use  of  Every  possible  means, 
to  injure  the  recruiting  service.  Our  Kegiment  is  raised  &  rais- 
ing in  Different  States,  &  are  Considered  as  part  of  the  Troops 
of  the  State,  in  which  they  were  raised  &  partake  of  the  advant- 
ages of  State  Sutlers  Sec;  In  this  Light,  General  Clinton  Con- 
siders my  Company,  ^:  offers  me  an  order  on  the  Slate  Sutler 
at  Fort  Montgomery,  to  supply  my  Company,  on  the  same  Terms, 
as  the  other  York  Troops  are.  Your  Excelleiuy  will  be  pk'U.scd 
to  indulge,  in  Observing  that,  the  preventing  the  arlilley  sta- 
tioned in  this  State  from  recruiting  on  the  same  Terms  as  the 
other  Kegiments,  will  Eventually  injiiie  those  KegiiiieiKs,  be- 
cause if  the  Train  are  not  allowed  to  reeiuit,  they  will  undoubt- 
edly, have  orders  lo  Draft  I'loui  the  ( 'oiiliiieiilal  Kegiiiieiils  of 
the  State,  in  which  lliey  are  or  may  be  posted  in.     1  am  Exceed- 
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ingly  impatient  to  know  if  we  can  have  an  order  for  tlic  Tiniticr, 
which  I  took  the  Liberty  of  writing  to  your  KxrcllciK  y  iil»oiit  a 
few  Days  since. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  Kespect 

Your  Excellency's  most  hum'e  Servant, 

Gershom  Mott,  Capt.  Arlill'y. 
To  His  Excellency  Gover'r  Clinton. 


[No.  755.] 
THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  FRANCE. 

Beaumar Glials*  Under  the  name  of  Roderique  Hotalez  &  Company, 
Gives  Reasons  Why  France  Cannot  Openly  Make  an  Alliance  with 
America. 
Permit,    Gentl'm,    that    a   friend    to    your    Country,    a    mau 

entirely  devoted  to  the  Interest  of  the  noble  Americans  having 

♦Beaumarchais  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  his  time.  The  son  of  a  clock- 
maker — he  was  born  a  month  before  our  Washington— he  began  his  literary  career  by 
writing  tawdry  and  tinsel  prose  and  culminated  it  by  the  magnificent  literary  sunburst, 
"The  Marriage  of  Figaro"  which  startled  France  by  the  faithful  portrayal  of  the  cor- 
rupt and  rotten  proceedings  that  were  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  conduct  of  her  public 
affairs.  Again,  Beaumarchais  sounded  the  alarm  bell  of  the  French  Revolution  when 
he  uttered  these  words,  in  open  defiance  of  the  united  magistracy  of  France  thai  had 
arrayed  themselves  against  him: 

"I  am  a  citizen"  he  said,  "that  is  to  say  I  am  not  a  courtier,  or  an  abbe  or  a  noble- 
man or  a  financier  or  a  favorite,  nor  anything  connected  with  what  is  called  influence 
now-a-days.  I  am  a  citizen;  that  is  to  say  something  quite  new,  unknown,  unheard  of 
in  France.  I  am  axitizen;  that  is  to  say  what  you  ought  to  have  been  for  the  last  two 
hundred  years,  what  you  will  be  perhaps  in  twenty." 

A  restless  but  energetic  character,  vehement  and  at  times  tempestuous,  persistent 
and  cunning,  with  a  strong  fund  of  the  knowledge  of  human  nature— the  art  of  hand- 
ling men — he  was  the  man  above  all  others  to  win  the  unlimited  confidence  of  Louis  XV 
and  Louis  XVI,  in  order  to  practise  the  insidious  secret  diplomacy  which  was  created 
by  Louis  XIV  and  required  for  successful  attainment  qualities  of  the  most  subtle. 
crafty  and  discreet  order.  He  had  lived  in  Spain  and  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
tortuous  and  corrupt  methods  of  the  M.idrid  court.  He  had  been  dispatched  to  London, 
where  his  abilities  and  cosmopolitan  characteristics  soon  gained  for  him  the  unreserved 
confidence  of  men  of  all  parties,  and  enabled  him  to  obtain  the  innermost  secrets  of  the 
ministerial  policy. 

He  was  mistaken  in  his  judgment  that  England  was  standing  on  the  brink  of  a 
Revolution,  but  with  unerring  prescience  he  saw  Independence  for  the  Colonies  in 
America  in  the  impending  struggle  with  the  Mother  Country.  Whether  his  subsequent 
course  was  controlled  by  sympathy  for  America,  prejudice  against  England,  or  by  purely 
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given  you  unquestionable  proofs  of  his  attacbiu'l,  sbijuld  assume 
the  liberty  of  discanting  with  you  ou  the  present  prospect  of 
Your  Affairs.  Three  good  objects  strike  my  sight, — America  in 
arms  to  support  the  liberty  she  affects,  &  the  Independency  she 
has  openly  declared;  Britain  preceiving  too  late  her  mistakes 
respecting  the  intrepedity,  &  the  force  of  the  Americans,  &  car- 


speculative  purposes  that  were  certain  to  bring  great  wealth  to  himself,  cannot  in 
jusUce  to  himself  be  decided  with  all  the  great  evidence  in  hand.  Certain  It  is,  how- 
ever, that  Beaumarchais'  sagacity,  industry  and  energy  proved  of  iuealoulable  benefit 
to  the  Colonies  at  a  most  critical  nericd.  It  is  within  the  bounds  of  reason  to  assert 
that  but  for  his  intervention,  the  experiment  of  independence  would  have  been  im- 
perilled and  might  have  failed.  More  than  any  one  man  Beaumarchais  is  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  having  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  Louis  XVI  in  behalf  of  America,  and  of 
obtaining  funds  and  supplies  for  the  struggling  Colonies.  As  early  as  November,  1775, 
he  is  on  record  as  appealing  to  the  great  French  Minister,  Vergennes,  for  prompt  and 
Tigorous  action.  It  was  he  who  was  relied  upon,  more  than  any  other  person,  for 
information  that  was  to  decide  the  course  of  the  French  Ministry 

Beaumarchais  had  an  exceedingly  tender  side  for  the  American  citizen-  As  early  as 
January  10,  1776,  Vergennes  secretly  remitted  a  million  francs  to  Beaumarchais,  and 
two  months  later  a  similar  sum  was  given  him  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Spain. 
Beaumarchais  alone  was  entrusted  with  the  great  responsibility  of  supplying  the 
Colonists  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war— an  extremely  delicate  proposition  from  the 
standpoint  of  international  law.  But  the  cleverness  of  Beaumarchais,  and  the  great 
wisdom  of  Vergennes,  whose  sympathies  for  the  Colonists  were  as  active,  as  robust  and 
as  healthy  as  were  those  of  the  former,  carefully  and  successfully  avoided  all  chance 
of  international  complications,  by  an  expedient  which  stands  out  alone  as  au  anomaly 
in  history. 

This  was  the  creation  of  the  Roderique  Hortalez  scheme,  which,  endorsed  by  the 
French  Ministry,  contemplated  the  establishment  of  a  mercantile  house  for  the  purpose 
of  "selling"  to  the  Colonies,  military  supplies,  arms,  munitions  and  equipments,  which 
France  could  not,  without  an  open  breach  of  neutrality,  furnish  in  her  own  name. 
Operations  were  begun  by  the  loans  of  the  million  livres  from  France  and  Spain. 
Orginally  the  Americans  themselves  were  not  let  into  the  secret. 

The  hotel  "  de  Holland  "  had  been  untenanted  for  many  years.  It  was  an  imposing 
edifice,  standing  out  in  marked  contrast  with  the  modest  structures  that  were  in- 
habited by  potential  European  bankers.  Originally  established  by  the  Dutch  Republic 
as  the  residence  of  their  Minister  at  the  French  Court,  it  now  became  conspicuous  as 
the  office  of  the  firm  of  Roderique  Hortalez  &  Co.  The  head  of  the  house  was  repre- 
sented to  be  a  great  Spanish  banker.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  was  never  seen  on  the 
premises.  But  whenever  the  services  of  the  house  were  required  in  an  important  trans- 
action, Beaumarchais  was  Invariably  found  directing  affairs. 

The  house  was  permitted  to  purchase  military  stores  on  unlimited  credit.  All  the 
French  arsenals  were  to  be  open  to  it.  The  house  was  bound  to  replace  or  to  pay  for 
all  articles  delivered  to  It.  The  Americans  were  expected  to  repay  these  advances  In 
produce,  with  the  necessary  time  and  facilities.  It  was  surmised  that  the  experiment 
having  been  successfully  started,  would  eventually  feed  and  sustain  itself. 

Under  date  of  February  2^.  177C,  Beaumarchais  wrote  as  follows  la  his  memorial  to 
Vergennes: 

"  If  it  be  replied  that  we  can  not  assist  the  Americans  without  wounding  England  and 
without  drawing  upon  us  the  storm  which  I  wish  to  keep  off,  I  reply  in  my  turn  that 
this  danger  will  not  be  Incurred  If  the  plan  I  have  so  many  Umes  proposed  be  followed— 
that   of   secretly   assisting   the   Americans    without   compromising  ourselves;    Imposing 
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rying  on  against  them  a  ruinous  war,  for  tho  sol.-  i-m  j„,sr  ,,t 
obtaining  if  possible,  a  less  disadvantageous  peace.  Finaly 
France  hesitating  between  those  great  events,  &  in  your  opinion 
too  long  deffering  to  determine  whether  or  not  she  ought  to 
engage  in  the  quarrel. 

Such  is  the  situation  of  Affairs.     Let  us  now  consider  their 
Principles;  let  us  examine  what  are  the  advantages  &  the  Evils 

upon  them,  as  a  first  condition,  that  they  shall  never  send  any  prizes  Into  our  porta 
and  never  commit  any  act  which  shall  tend  to  divulge  the  secret  of  the  assistance, 
which  the  first  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  Congress  would  cause  it  instantly  to  lose'. 
And  if  your  majesty  has  not  at  hand  a  more  clever  man  to  employ  in  the  matter, 
I  undertalce  and  answer  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty  without  any  one  being  com- 
promised, persuaded  that  my  zeal  will  supply  my  want  of  talent  better  than  the  talent 
of  another  man  could  replace  my  zeal." 

Silas  Deane,  the  accredited  American  agent,  arrived  at  Paris  and  was  offlclally 
refused  200  cannon  and  arms  and  equipment  for  25,000  men,  which  was  solicited  from 
France;  but  semi-offlcially  he  was  referred  to  Beaumarchais,  who  secured  everything, 
even  to  artillery,  with  engineer  officers  to  mount  the  guns  and  ordnance  officers  to 
handle  them. 

Mr.  Parton  estimates  that  within  twelve  months  from  the  beginning  of  his  duties, 
Beaumarchais  "  succeeded  in  dispatching  to  America  eight  shiploads  of  warlike  stores, 
valued  by  himself  at  more  than  six  millions  of  francs.  The  capital  which  enabled  him 
to  achieve  this  great  result  was  composed,  first,  of  the  million  received  from  the  French 
Treasury  in  June,  1776;  secondly,  the  million  granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  which 
Beaumarchais  received  in  September  of  the  same  year;  thirdly,  another  million  from 
the  Treasury  of  France  in  1777.  The  Stores  taken  from  the  Koyal  Arsenal  were  equiva- 
lent perhaps  to  the  fourth  million,  and  the  rest  may  have  been  furnished  by  friends 
and  speculators." 

Many  of  our  statesmen,  and  in  fact  Congress,  were  in  doubt  as  to  whether  the  sup- 
lies  received  on  this  side  of  the  water  were  sent  on  Beaumarchais'  personal  account, 
or  on  that  of  France.  Arthur  Lee,  who  was  on  the  ground,  contended  that  the  supplies 
were  sent  gratuitously  by  France.  Franklin  and  Deane  insisted  that  it  was  a  pure 
matter  of  business,  and  that  Beaumarchais  acted  as  a  private  merchant.  This  theory 
seems  to  be  justified  by  the  fact  that  Vergennes  had  intended  that  the  operations  of  the 
house  should  not  bear  solely  a  fictitious  commercial  character.  It  is  no  secret  that  a 
number  of  merchants  were  assisted  by  this  house,  and  that  their  funds,  besides  those 
of  the  government,  were  given  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  investing  in  produce  to  be  sent 
to  the  United  States. 

Up  to  the  time  of  Deane's  arrival  in  France,  Arthur  Lee  and  Beaumarchais  had  con- 
ducted affairs  on  purely  amicable  lines,  but  now  Beaumarchais  ignored  Lee,  and  made 
his  agreements  with  Deane.  Lee  had  been  playing  the  part  of  a  wily  politician,  and 
had  hoped  to  establish  himself  as  a  popular  idol  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans.  This 
break  between  the  two  financial  agents,  opened  the  scandal  which  almost  ruined  Deane, 
which  eventually  led  to  his  recall,  and  caused  all  the  trouble  between  Beaumarchais 
and  Congress. 

Governed  by  the  sinister  intention  of  revenging  himself,  Lee  wrote  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee of  Congress,  without  the  knowledge  of  Beaumarchais  and  Deane,  and  accused 
them  of  an  intention  to  deceive  both  tho  French  and  the  American  governments  by 
changing  what  the  Ministry  contemplated  to  be  a  gratuity  into  a  business  transaction. 

In  the  meantime,  official  news  of  the  Battle  of  Saratoga  had  been  conveyed  to  France. 
and  decided  the  long  discussed  and  troubled  question  of  French  recognition  of  the 
belligerents.  Arthur  Lee,  with  his  usual  modesty,  has  represented  that  it  was  through 
his  exclusive  influence  that  this  important  result  was  secured. 

20 
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wbicb  may  result  from  the  violent  shock  of  those  great  Bodies; 
above  all  let  us  see  whether  the  seeming  indifference  of  the 
French  nations  out  [ought]  to  have  the  least  influence  on  the 
reconciliation  to  be  effected  between  two  states,  which,  from 
motives  intirely  foreign  to  Her  are  now  seperated. 

^Yhen,  by  the  last  treaty  of  peace  France  put  Britain  in  pos- 
session of  Canada,  when  L'd  Chatham  foretold  in  London  that 

The  Treaty  of  Commerce  was  absolute  and  immediate  in  its  effects,  the  Treaty  of 
Alliance  conditional  on  war  taking  place  between  France  and  Great  Britain.  These 
treaties  bear  date  Februarj-  6,  1778.  In  January,  1779,  Vergennes,  through  Gerard  the 
French  Minister  at  Philadelphia,  denied  that  France  had  given  gratuitous  assistance  in 
1776  to  the  United  States,  through  Beaumarchais.  Gerard  furthermore  stated  that  the 
war  supplies  were  provided,  not  by  the  French  government,  but  from  business  houses 
in  France. 

February  25,  17S3,  Franklin  and  Vergennes  signed  a  contract  which  among  other  things 
contained  the  following  paragraph: 

"  In  the  third  class  are  comprehended  the  aids  and  subsidies  furnished  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  under  the  title  of  gratuitous  assistance  from  the  pure  gen- 
erosity of  the  king;  three  millions  of  which  were  granted  before  the  treaty  of  February, 
1778,  and  six  millions  in  1781,  which  aids  and  subsidies  amount  in  the  whole  to  nine 
million  livres  tournois.  His  majesty  here  confirms,  in  case  of  need,  the  gratuitous 
gift  to  the  Congress  of  the  said  Thirteen  United  States." 

Here  occurred  the  episode  of  the  "  lost  million."  Franklin's  accounts  showed  the 
receipt  of  only  two  millions.  The  ecrrespoudence  that  passed  between  Franklin  and 
the  French  bankers  who  handled  the  funds,  was  most  interesting  and  resulted  in 
demonstrating  that  no  part  of  the  lost  million  in  any  shape,  passed  through  Franklin's 
hands.  Subsequently,  a  receipt  for  the  amount  was  found  in  Beaumarchais'  hand- 
writing. Beaumarchais,  however,  had  in  the  meantime,  become  seriously  embarrrassed 
financially  and  under  date  of  June  12,  1787,  forwarded  to  Congress  an  emphatic  appeal 
for  relief.  Without  fully  comprehending  the  situation,  or  the  enmity  that  existed 
between  the  two  men.  Congress  referred  the  matter  to  Arthur  Lee,  who  decided  that 
the  United  States  were  not  indebted  to  Beaumarchais,  but  that  the  French  agent  was 
indebted  to  the  United  States  in  the  sum  of  1,800,000  francs.  This  decision  was  so  mani- 
festly unjust,  that  a  final  reference  was  made  to  Hamilton,  who  was  then  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  who  equitably  disposed  of  the  matter  by  allowing  Beaumarchais 
2,280,000  francs.  It  was  this  action  of  Hamilton's  that  drew  forth  the  million  livre 
receipt  of  Beaumarchais. 

New  complications  now  confronted  the  final  adjustment  of  the  difflculty.  The  point 
of  dispute  was,  whether  the  French  government  had  given  this  money  to  Beaumarchais, 
either  in  trust  specifically  for  the  United  States,  or  to  be  converted  into  supplies  and 
munitions  of  war. 

Lomenie  quotes  Talleyrand: 

"  As  the  payment  and  destination  of  this  million  relate  to  a  measure  of  secret  policy 
ordered  by  the  King  and  forthwith  executed,  it  appears  neither  just  nor  equitable  to 
confound  it  with  the  mercantile  operations  posterior  In  date  of  a  private  individual  with 
the  Congress.  Consequently  no  conclusion  against  M.  de  Beaumarchais  as  a  personal 
creditor  of  the  United  States  can  be  drawn  from  the  document  communicated." 

LoraC-nle  himself  states: 

"  1  have  been  obliged  to  reestablish  the  truth  as  to  the  fact  of  the  celebrated  million, 
which  was  incontestably  given  by  tho  government  not  for  a  secret  political  service 
unconiurtfd  with  the  American  suppliis  but  for  the  supplies  themselves." 

While  the  reciprocal  claims  of  France  and  the  United  States  were  under  discussion  in 
Paris  between  our  American   Minister  Rives,   and  Sebastianl,   the  French  Minister  for 
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the  Cession  w'd  make  Britain  loose  AuR'iica,  »!v:  wIh-u  ilio  jt-al 
ousy  of  all  the  Colonies  on  acco't  of  the  privileges  granted  to 
Canada  &  their  uneasiness  at  a  monarchical  adminislratiou 
which  seemed  to  threaten  liberty,  gave  birth  to  the  complainlH 
&  disturbances  of  America,  in  short  when  the  exactions  vS:  ill 
treatment  of  the  English  struck  the  alarm,  &  caused  the  British 
yoke  to  be  shaken  off  by  restraining  the  word  Patria  to  ibc  limiis 

Foreign  Affairs,  the  Beaumarchais  claimi  was  fixed  at  2,699,999  francs.  The  Beau- 
marchais  heirs  contended  that  the  million  in  question  had  not  been  used  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  munitions  for  which  the  claim  was  made,  but  that  Beaumarchais  had  ac- 
counted to  the  French  government  to  which  alone  he  was  responsible. 

But  Mr.  Rives  seems  to  have  cut  the  Gordian  knot,  in  an  unpublished  dispatch  now 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  reproduced  by  the  late  Or.  Francis  Wharion  in  lh« 
first  volume  of  -thei  Revolutionary  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  United  Stales. 
Rives  wrote: 

'■  On  the  following  day  (the  22d  of  June,  1831)  I  called  again  on  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  as  he  had  proposed,  and  found  Baron  Deffandis  with  him.  The  discus- 
sion was  renewed  on  the  French  claims,  and  particularly  that  of  the  heirs  of  Beau- 
marchais. After  a  great  deal  of  conversation,  which  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  de- 
tail, the  subject  was  arranged  by  the  ministers  agreeing  to  accept  a  gross  sum  of  fif- 
teen hundred  thousand  francs  in  satisfaction  of  all  the  claims.  The  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  Beaumarchais  alone  amounted  to  3,700,874  francs.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  thla 
claim,  and  the  connection  of  the  French  Government  with  it,  the  honor  of  the  United 
States  seemed  now  imperiously  to  demand  its  adjustment,  whether  intrinsically  well 
founded  or  not.  The  million  which,  with  its  interest,  had  been  charged  to  the  account 
of  Beaumarchais,  was  not  alleged  to  have  been  paid  to  him  by  the  United  States.  It 
was  claimed  as  a  yift,  put  into  his  hands  by  the  French  king  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  supplies  with  which  he  had  furnished  the  United  States.  But  the  French 
Government  had  repeatedly  declared  that  it  was  not  applied  to  the  purchase  of  those  sup- 
plies, but  to  an  object  of  secret  political  service,  of  which  Beaumarchais  had  rendered 
a  satisfactory  account  to  his  own  government.  Under  these  circumstances  the  claim 
had  been  successively  recommended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  by 
Presidents  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe;  two  Attorneys-General  of  the  United  Slates. 
Messrs.  Rodney  and  Pinkney,  had  given  their  oflicial  opinion  that  the  credit  claimed 
by  the  United  States  was  not  sustainable  on  legal  principles,  and  of  ten  committees  ot 
the  House  of  Representatives  who  had  examined  the  subject  six  (for,  since  the  prepara- 
tion of  my  observations  addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  I  find  that  a  mujority 
of  those  committees  had  made  reports  favorable  to  it)  have  recommended  its  payment. 

"  If  the  claim,  were  to  be  adjusted  in  the  United  States  it  appeared  impossible  to 
separate  the  interest  claimed  from  the  principal.  The  committees  ot  Congress  which 
had  made  favorable  reports  and  (particularly  the  select  committee,  which  made  its  re- 
port on  the  28th  January,  1823,  and  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  which  reported  on 
the  1st  April,  1828,)  seem  always  to  have  regarded  the  interest  on  this  claim  as  neces- 
sarily incident  to  the  principal,  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,  In 
his  letter  of  27th  January,  1806,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  claims,  it  will  be 
perceived,  treated  the  interest  as  equally  due  with  the  principal.  To  get  rid  of  this 
claim,  amounting  alone  to  more  than  three  and  a  halt  millions  of  francs,  and  of  others 
(among  which  were  some  of  clear  justice)  amounting  to  one  million  more,  for  a  gross 
sum  of  one  and  a  half  million  of  francs,  was  an  arrangement  so  obviously  advantageous 
for  the  United  States  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  adopt  it." 

Out  of  the  fund  so  reserved  by  the  French  Government  under  the  treaty  of  1831  the 
heirs  of  Beaumarchias  were  paid  eight  hundred  thousand  livres.— State  Historian. 
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of  the  Continent,  was  France  the  least  concerned  in  the  motives 
which  occasioned  that  rupture?  Was  she  consulted,  respecting 
the  consequence  of  that  important  division? 

The  fire  of  dissatisfaction  had  long  since  been  concealingly 
fed  on  both  sides,  &  its  flame  at  the  time  of  the  stamp  Act  in 
1765  soon  spread  out  from  Boston  to  the  other  Cities. 

The  bloody  insurrection  at  Boston  w'ch  impelled  the  Ameri- 
cans to  sollicit  the  recall  of  the  Gov'r  &  Lieut.  Gov'r  of  Masse- 
chusetts  Bay,  &  the  aiTair  of  the  Snow  at  Rhode  Island,  w'ch 
compelled  parliament  to  repeal  the  stamp  act  &  recall  the  two 
Officers,  were  the  first  instance  of  your  confiding  in  your  own 
strength,  the  Punctum  Vita  of  all  the  Vigor  you  have  since  ex- 
erted,— France  had  not  the  least  share  in  those  Events. 

The  Tax  on  Tea,  the  transferring  the  Trial  of  the  principal 
Causes  to  European  Tribunals,  the  institution  of  Tribunals  the 
members  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  Court,  &  a  thousand  other 
attempts  against  your  liberty,  at  last  drove  all  the  patriots  to 
take  up  Arms,  &  from  that  august  body  the  Congress  of  Phil'a 
which  since  that  time,  became  so  formidable  to  the  British  Na- 
tion—Soon after  the  mutany  of  the  Company  of  Cadets,  the  Hos- 
tilities committed  by  Genl.  Gage  at  Boston,  the  prohibited  use 
■  of  Tea  throughout  all  the  Colonies,  the  English  Vessells  sent 
back  to  Europe,  their  obstinacy  in  returning,  that  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  not  admitting  them,  &  burning  their  Cargoes,  in  short, 
the  intire  rupture  between  the  Colonies  &  the  mother  Country, 
the  Armaments  on  both  sides,  the  affair  at  Lexington,  that  of 
Bunkers-hill,  the  baseness  of  the  English  in  arming  the  Slaves 
of  Virginia  against  their  masters,  their  s(ill  greater  wickedness 
in  counterfeiting  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  Country,  to  effect 
the  depreciation  of  that  Currency,  a  mode  of  poisoning  unknown 
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before  our  aera,  &  [above]  all  the  horrors  w'ch  have  attended 
such  Enormities,  have  urged  all  the  Americans  to  decline  1  hem- 
selves  free  from  the  B.  Yoke,  to  publish  their  Independancy  & 
maintain  it  openly  by  the  force  of  their  Arms. 

But  to  all  these.  Gentlemen,  France  ever  continued  an  utler 
stranger.  She  did  not  foment  your  Divisions  or  Disturbances, 
neither  was  she  consulted  on  their  possible  consequences.  Your 
ITare  presumption  of  her  being  Interested  in  supporting  Amer'a 
to  weaken  Britain  is  the  leading  State  Reason,  w'ch  inspired 
you  with  confidence  to  sollicit  her  assistance.  If  therefore  her 
Interest  be  the  only  motive  you  have  a  Eight  to  claim,  to  re- 
quest her  espousing  your  Quarrel,  her  Interest  is  likewise  her 
only  motive  w'ch  ought  to  determine  her  to  refuse,  or  grant,  to 
hasten  or  retard  that  assistance. 

On  this  principle,  the  conduct  of  your  Privateers  deserve  to  be 
openly  censured,  as  well  as  the  Freedom,  (I  shall  boldly  term  it 
scandelous)  with  w'ch  they  bring  &  sell  their  prizes  among  us, 
witho'  the  least  respect  for  treaties,  or  the  Interest  of  a  Prince 
who  gives  them  an  Asylum  in  his  Ports.  They  behave  in  that 
particular  as  if  their  Instructions  directed  them  to  involve  us 
in  a  War,  by  accumulating  so  many  infractions  of  o\ir  Treaties, 
that,  if  our  Administration  did  not  sometimes  check  their  licen- 
tiousness, France  w'd  appear  either  a  Weak  State  or  a  favorer 
of  Piracy,  w'ch  w'd  be  equally  unworthy  of  her. 

Britain  does  not  certainly  deserve  any  part  of  the  deference 
shewn  her  by  France.  Her  continuate  breach  of  faith,  w'd 
more  than  justify  the  protection  w'ch  France  w'd  grant  to  your 
noble  exertions  in  Amer'a  could  her  Interest  move  lier  to  take 
that  part,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me  either  judicious,  or  even 
proper  that  the  Americans  should  intirely  depend  upon  tli"  ■  '•" 
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duct  of  France  towards  tbcm.  in  continninf];  the  war  in  support 
of  their  Liberty,  or  for  inakinj;  peace  to  secure  their  tranquility. 
Though  all  Europe  sh'd  refuse  you  the  smallest  assisstance,  & 
though  the  English  availing  themselves  of  your  situation  shM 
pillage  your  houses  upon  getting  Possession  of  your  Sea  Ports, 
you  w'd  still  have  a  vast  Country  with  honor  &  Liberty.  Do 
you  not  think  with  me,  that  it  is  better  for  you  to  live  incon- 
veniently in  the  woods  like  the  Indians,  than  to  bend  your  necks 
under  the  English  Yoke  and  become  Slaves? 

Let  us  then  briefly  examine  the  present  State  of  the  dispute. 
Is  it  the  Interest  of  France  to  connect  herself  publickly  w'th 
America  or  ought  she  witho'  declareing  herself,  to  cherish  Amer- 
ica secretly  by  every  method  wVh  can  tend  to  maintain  her 
rising  Liberty?  or  ought  she  rather  as  an  indifferent  Spectatrix 
of  this  \A'ar,  to  waite  for  the  Event,  contenting  herself  with  the 
augmentation  of  her  marine,  the  enlarging  her  forces  &  her 
riches,  that  she  may  hereafter  avail  herself  of  the  weakness 
of  the  English,  vV  of  the  Americans,  ingured  one  by  the  other, 
untill  you  become  again  united  thro'  weariness  of  contending, 
shall  be  desirous  in  common  of  repairing  your  losses  &  falling 
upon  her  possessions?  Perhaps  the  last  mode  the  least  gen- 
erous of  all  w'd  be,  by  way  of  revenge  the  surest  f(u-  her,  for 
what  must  happen  if  France  take  one  of  the  two  others?  either 
the  English  will  subjugate  America,  .fc  after  forcing  her  under 
the  yoke,  employ  her  soldiers  &  her  Crniesers  to  ]iuiiisli  us 
by  a  bloody  war,  for  having  medled  with  a  (luarrel,  in  which 
we  could  have  no  other  Interest  than  to  injure  them;  or  the 
Americans  by  hajtyiy  resolutions  &  Efforts  will  be  able  to  drive 
the  English  frt»ni  the  Conliueiil  ».V:  enjoy  their  Liberty  in  peace. 
Put  what  is  that  Liberty  w'ch  they  w'd  acquire  if  it's  not  espe- 
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cially  the  riglit  of  carrying  on  a  free  connneire  willi  oiIk  i  p.-.. 
pie  than  the  English?  &  who  are  the  peoiile  w'lh  \vli..rii  ii  iiim^i 
concerns  them  to  Trafick  if  not  the  French? 

France,  therefore,  by  not  taking  a  part  openly  widi  Aniorica, 
in  case  the  latter  fails  of  success,  will  avoid  a  Wiii-  iit  Icnsl  use- 
less, &  if  America  obtains  free  Commerce  she  cannot  make  use 
of  it  witho'  giving  France  an  opportunity  by  her  situation  lo 
reap  the  first  fruits. 

By  examining,  therefore,  affairs  calmly  it  will  be  best  for 
France  to  wait  in  peace  for  the  Events;  without  neglecting  to 
put  herself  in  a  condition  to  repulse  with  Vigor,  the  first  eneniy 
that  shall  declare  against  her.  Does  any  one  yet  know  whether 
Europe  w'd  tamely  look  on  &  see  the  System  of  the  Ballance  of 
forces  distroyed,  by  the  sudden  debasement  of  England,  «&  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  by  an  alliance  wilh 
the  continent  of  America?  Does  any  one  know  that,  for  the 
sake  of  re-establishing  that  Chimerical  Ballance,  all  the  north- 
ern powers  w'd  not  combine  with  England  &  seek  an  instant 
quarrel  with  the  French  upon  our  Continent,  for  seeking  to 
aggrandize  themselves  upon  yours?  A  strong  self  Interest, 
GentPm,  blinds  your  sight  too  much  against  those  political  con- 
siderations to  which  a  minister  so  enlightened  as  ours  is  obliged 
to  yield  in  spight  of  all  the  desire  w'ch  he  may  to  oblige  you  if 
could  do  it  with  safety. 

Placed  in  a  distant  point  of  observation,  you  see  not  any  ob- 
jects but  those  w'ch  are  nearest  to  you,  &  our  minister  at  the 
Center  of  Events,  w'ch  are  connected  w'th  them,  &  press  them 
on  all  the  Eadii  of  the  Circle,  are  often  obliged  to  refuse  an 
offer  w'ch  pleases  them,  that  they  may  not  draw  upon  the  State 
confided  to  their  care,  a  train  of  Evils  w'ch  they  cannot  remedy. 
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You  liavo  reason  without  doubt  to  say  that  the  Interest  of 
France  is  to  support  you,  for  the  sake  of  lowering  the  power  of 
Enghind,  but  what  man  will  dare  decide  that  France  ought  to 
begin  by  connecting  herself  with  the  Americans,  doubtfull  as 
yet,  about  making  their  peace  with  England,  or  that  she  ought 
not  to  omit  to  declare  herself  'till  it  shall  be  well  proved  to 
her  by  their  steady  &  vigorous  oppositions,  that  the  Americans 
will  never  re-unite  themselves  with  the  English?  This  is  the 
point  on  w'ch  the  question  turns. 

America  says  succor  us,  &  we  will  never  make  peace.  France 
says,  prove  to  me  that  you  will  never  make  peace,  &  I  will  succor 
you.  Hence  results,  gentlemen,  the  necessity  which  France  is 
under  of  adopting  a  midle  way,  between  an  open  decleration, 
&  the  absolute  refusal  of  any  Succor.  And  this  is  also  what  I 
w'd  establish  as  the  Basis  of  our  hopes,  &  your  success. 

Let  us  lay  aside  the  question  whether  all  our  inisteries  &  re- 
serves, will  hinder  the  English  from  falling  upon  our  Colonies,  the 
Instant  they  shall  wholy  loose,  or  regain  there  own,  which  is 
one  of  the  strongest  arguments  used  by  you  to  determine  us  in 
your  favor,  let  [us]  leave  I  say,  that  Question,  because  if  it  is 
clearly  considered,  the  determination  w'd  probably  be,  that  it 
is  our  part  to  remain  neuter,  nursing  &  encreasing  our  Forces, 
that  we  may  combat  a  weakened  adversary,  If  he  should  be  so 
imprudent  as  to  attack  us,  rather  than  to  weaken  ourselves  be- 
fore han^  by  provoking  him  in  sending  our  Fleets,  &  our  Armies, 
without  being  certain  whether  such  a  step  would  hinder  an  ac- 
commodation from  taking  place,  between  England  &  America; 
This  is,  what  would  draw  most  Politicians  to  prefer  for  us  an 
open  alliance,  TIm'  midle  way  of  succoring  you,  without  Eclat, 
but  Willi  Edicacy.     I  understand  by  that  Efficacy,  whatever  may 
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be  necessary  &  sufficient  for  all  your  wants:  and  this  is  a  lliini^ 
for  which  the  French  Administration  can  depend  upon.  The  Zcjil, 
or  greediness  of  Commerce. 

I  wish, therefore,  that  our  administration  instead  of  the  affected 
Eigour  with  w'ch  it  examines  the  Keports  of  our  Trade  with  you, 
w'd  shut  its  Eyes  more  upon  the  nature  of  the  Cargoes  which  we 
send,  that  in  case  of  need,  it  w'd  even  aid  us  with  money  to  facili 
tate  our  Enterprizes;  &  that  on  your  part,  you  w'd  be  more  exact 
in  sending  us  returns,  witho'  which  we  can  do  nothing. 

The  Commercial  part  of  France  improving  upon  the  negligence 
of  Officers,  w'd  go  boldly  to  fetch  your  commodities,  and  w'd 
carry  you  in  abundance,  every  thing  essential  to  you,  for  the 
maintenance  of  your  rising  Liberty.  What  w'd  be  the  consequence 
of  this?  Either  the  English  w'd  prudently  feign  to  see  nothing 
of  the  matter,  &  you  w'd  be  succored  witho'  any  trouble  to  the 
French  Court,  or  else  the  English  being  irritated,  w'd  commence 
hostilities  against  us.  Thus  the  natural  rights  of  defence,  war- 
ranting  against  them  the  employment  of  all  our  Forces,  no  Prince 
in  Europe  could  regard  in  such  case,  the  King  of  France  as 
ambitiously  making  war  to  aggrandize  himself  at  the  expence 
of  his  neighbours,  for  in  the  Eyes  of  all;  War  becomes  just  when 
it  becomes  necessary;  therefore,  then  is  the  period  when  our 
Alliance  may  be  made  openly  with  you  &  be  approved  by  all  the 
World.  Whereas,  universal  blame,  &  the  charge  of  unbounded 
ambition  w'd  be  directed  against  us,  if  we  should  appear  to  be 
aggressors  in  a  moment  when  the  Embarrassments  of  England 
were  at  their  highest.  The  moral  w'ch  I  w'd  draw  from  this 
short  dissertation,  Gentl'm,  is 

First,  that  it  w'd  not  be  honarable  for  you  to  leave  it  doubt- 
full  one  Instant,  that  you  have  taken  the  generous  resolution 
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to  maintain  your  Liberty  \Yi(lifiut  leaving  it  to  depend  upon 
foreign  power,  upon  wliose  assistance  you  can  only  reccon  oc- 
casionally. &  who  politicnlly  perhaps  ought  not  to  sett  the  first 
example  of  encouraging  such  an  Enterprize  as  yours,  having 
herself  Colonies  to  preserve,  &  who  certainly  ought  not  to  declare 
herself  for  you,  'till  she  shall  be  led  to  it.  by  an  ojx'n  rupture 
of  the  English,  of  which  you  will  soon  be  either  the  pretext, 
or  the  Subject. 

2dly.  After  the  general  disposition  of  this  Country  it  appears 
to  me  that  you  will  obtain  the  open  alliance  of  France,  less 
certainly  by  threatening  to  re-unite  yourselves  with  her  Enemies 
(for  the  single  possibility  of  that  event  ought  to  keep  her  upon 
guard  against  every  hazardous  step),  that  you  will  continuing 
only  to  sollicit  her  secret  friendship  &  succors,  'till  you  can 
convince  her  that  no  extremity  is  capable  of  making  you  re- 
nounce your  Independence,  which  you  have  not  seditiously  & 
tumultously  declared,  but  calmly  &  methodically  adopted;  Or 
then  you  will  be  contenting  yourselves  with  an  assistance,  as 
underhand  as  it  is  EtTecatious,  &  thereby  leaving  the  English  to 
retard  our  alliance  with  you,  by  their  pretending  not  to  see 
what  they  endure,  or  to  hasten  the  Period  of  it  by  Hostilities, 
which  France  is  determined  to  repel  with  vigor. 

These  are  the  reflections  gentl'm  which  the  apparant  Rigour 
of  oiii-  Administration,  &  the  Threats  of  an  approaching  peace, 
between  you  and  England  have  suggested  to  me;  Let  them  not 
displease  you,  but  engage  you  to  give  the  most  strict  orders  to 
your  Crusiers  to  respect  our  ports,  &  not  put  ua  to  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  shutting  them  up  against  them,  and  especially 
let  them  by  the  course  of  managem't  to  w'ch  policy  obliges  us, 
conduct  the  nations,  to  the  most  firm  &  durable  Alliance!     This 
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is  the  sincere  &  constant  wish  of  hiui  who  has  the  honor  of 

being  with  the  most  respectfull  Devotion  Gentl'm, 

Your  very  Humble  &  very  obedient  Serv't, 

Roderique  Hortalez  &  Co. 
Paris,  ye  10th  Sep'r  1777. 


[No.  756.] 
Rangers  and  Scouting  Parties  Necessary  in  the  Highlands. 

Clarkstown  Sep'r  11,  1777. 

Sir, 

Captain  Johnston  says  that  if  he  had  a  power  from  the  Govor- 
nor  to  raise  men  on  this  Condition,  that  when  he  had  recruted 
Twenty  men  they  to  be  muster'd  by  some  person  to  be  appointed 
and  then  go  upon  Duty  and  be  allowed  pay  and  rations  as  the 
Continental  Troops  and  as  the  number  encreased  to  be  added  as 
before  said  and  be  altogether  on  duty.  The  need  of  Rangers  or 
Scouting  parties  is  very  Clear  as  the  Enemy  or  their  emisarys 
have  in  the  course  of  last  week  Killd  one  and  taken  one  away 
at  Closter  and  are  now  possessing  the  roads  that  their  friends 
may  have  an  Oppertunity  to  carry  down  provisions  to  New-york 
and  that  since  the  Last  Araingment  of  the  malilia  (hat  ("api'ii 
Garret  Onderdonk's  Company  w^as  broke  up.  And  as  Capt'n 
Johnston  at  the  request  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  precinct  to 
his  Coll.  (Coll.  Spencer)  was  Allow'd  to  stay  here  and  he  is  now 
out  of  pay  and  it  was  on  account  of  his  activity  that,  that  was 
done  w^hich  is  now  the  means  of  almost  putting  him  out  of 
Imploy.  At  his  request  and  on  his  account  I  desire  you  will  try 
to  do  the  needfull  with  the  Governor.     I  am  Sir 

Your  Hum'e  Serv't 

David  Pye. 
To  Thunis  Cuyper  Esqr. 
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Sir,       when  I  leteived  this  Letter  it  Avas  tu  late  for  me  to  pro- 
duce it  to  your  Excellency,  therefore  send  it  now,  hopeing  you 

will  take  it  in  consideration. 

Theunis  Cooper. 

[To  Gov.  Clinton.] 


[No.  757.] 
Thomas  Wilkinson,  from  Kingston  Goal,  Pleads  for  Relief. 
To  His  Eccelincy  Georg  Clinton  Eqr. 
Ginneral  of  the  MelisheAnd  Admaral  of  the  Staite  of  New  York 
The  Pettion  of  Thomas  Wilkinson  Humbly  Sheweth  that  your 
Pettitioner  while  on  his  journey  from  Baltimoure  to  Newhaven 
with  a  Sufficient  pass,  was  in  the  month  of  July  last  appre- 
hended, together  with  his  Spouse,  by  the  Committee  of  New  Bor- 
ough and  Committed  to  this  goal,  the  Said  Committee  after  Min- 
utly  examining  his  Shirts  &  necessaries,  returned  them  again  to 
him;  when  he  arrived  here,  being  destitute  of  every  Simple  to 
render  existence  Comfortable,  and  his  Spouse  in  disstress  for 
want  of  Shot^,  .V:cc  he  put  up  a  Short  advertisemment    offering 
for  Sale  one  of  his  Shirts,  wich  being  perceived  by  the  High 
Sheriir,  he  demanded  an  immediate  view  of  all  his  necessaries 
although  he  had  previously  reviewed  them  and  took  from  your 
petitioner  two  ruffeled  Shirts,  and  a  Striped  Silk  Jacket,  pretend- 
ing the  were  Stolen  and  promissing  to  Advertise  them;  but  this 
he  has  not  done.    As  youie  petitioner  is  in  the  utmost  distress  for 
want  of  his  necessaries,  having  only  one  Shirt  which  is  roting 
uppon  his  Body,  for  want  of  a  change.  He,  therefore,  i)rays  that 
your  Eccelency  will  Commiseiale  his  calamity  and  obbli^c  Hm- 
Sheriff  to  restore  his  EITects  and  your  Petitioner  as  in   Duty 

Bound  Shall  ever  pray. 

Thomas  Wilkinson. 

Kingstoun  goal,  Sept.  11,  1777. 
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[No.  758.] 

Three  Men  Arrested  on  Suspicwn  of  Treason. 

■*  Harrison's  Puichase  Si'])t'r  12tli  1777. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

Enclosed  I  have  sent  a  Return  of  the  Regt.  Also  have  sent  for 
your  Honour's  Examination,  three  Prisoners  (viz)  John  Crabh,  an 
Inhabitant  of  Fredericsburg,  taken  up  at  White-plains,  who  said 
he  was  going  to  Horseneek  to  buy  Salt,  but  on  being  srarclied,  it 
appeared  that,  2/  6  in  paper  &•  4  /  6  or  5  /  in  hard  Mony  was  all 
the  Mony  he  had  in  Possession,  &  what  renders  his  Conduct  still 
more  suspicious,  was  that,  James  Knox,  another  of  the  Prisoners, 
was  in  Company  with  him,  when  first  discovered  by  our  Men,  but 
made  his  Escape  from  them,  &  was  next  Day  taken  up  near  New 
Rochelle,  &  who  confesses  he  was  going  to  the  Enemy:  s'd  Crabb 
desiring  a  Man  might  be  sent  to  Col.  Luddington,  to  obtain  liis 
Character,  to  whom  he  said  he  was  known;  I  acordingly  desired 
Col.  Luddington  [to]  send  his  Character,  which  he  did,  &  which 
I  have  sent  enclosed.  But  the  third,  as  I  imagine  the  greatest 
Villian  of  the  three,  named  Hachaliah  Merrit  was  taken  in  East- 
Chester  early  in  the  Morning  after  being  out  all  Night  with  his 
Great  Coat  &  Blanket,  &  armed  with  a  loaded  Pistoll,  &  who  docs 
not  pretend  to  say  any  thing  in  his  own  Justification.  1  am  with 
great  Esteem,  your  Honour's  most  humble  Servant 

David  Dimon,  Lt.  Col. 
Major  Genl.  Putnam. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  have  Inquired  into  the  Character  of  the  Said  Jno.  Crabb  and 
find  him  to  be  an  Enemy  to  his  Country  therefore  shall  Expect 
he  will  be  Treated  as  Such  and  am  Sir 

Your  Very  humble  Serv't 

Henry  Ludinton,  Colo. 
Sept'r  10:  1777. 
To  Colo.  David  Demmon. 
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[No.  759.] 
Colonel  Linlhitoirs  Charycs  Against  Siispwioiis  Persons. 

Pliilipse  Bui'gh  Sopt'r  12tli  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  sent  you  one  Elijah  Taylor;  his  Crime  is  as  Folluws;  he 
pretends  he  came  from  below  our  Lines  because  he  was  Sus- 
pected to  be  a  Friend  to  us;  a  few  days  after  he  came  to  me  with 
his  Brother  in  Law  from  Milesquare  pretending  he  had  lust  a 
Horse  and  applied  to  me  for  Orders  to  take  him  where  he  could 
find  him.     I  gave  him  permission  to  search  for  his  Horse  any 
where  he  pleased  above  our  Lines  but  not  to  Return  lioiue  with- 
out calling  on  me,  but  Instead  of  Calling,  Returned  home  and 
soon  after  came  up  again.    I  found  by  his  Couduct  that  was  not 
his  Arrent  [errand]  for  at  the  Same  time  he  and  the  said  Taylor 
was  Laying  a  Plan  to  steal  our  horses— the  way  I  got  Informa- 
tion was  that  one  Dudley  Bailey,  a  Sutler  to  our  Regiment  was  in 
Conversation  with  the    said  Taylor    concerning   their    Loosing 
Horses,  whereupon   the   said    Taylor   told  him    they    had   Lost 
Horses  and  knew  where  to  find  them  but  did  not  care  about  them 
for  he  could  take  them  off  in  the  Night;  then  he  ask'd  Bayley 
where  the  Horses  belonging  to  the   Regiment    were  kept,    and 
where  our  Centenals  were  posted,  in  order  that  he  might  Carry 
his  plan  in  Execution;  and  he  further  told  him  it  would  not  be 
Long  before  we  should  be  Routed,  for  a  few  men  might  do  it, 
as   we    were   Obliged    to    post    ourselves    in    Houses;— he    fur- 
ther agread  with  Baily  for  him  to  go  down  as  far  as  Milesquare 
to  one  Benjamin  Taylor's  and  there  stay  until  he  s'd  Taylor  could 
go  to  the  Hessian  Generals  and  when  he  Returu'd  lie  would  put 
him  in  i,'^"  '^  Hnsiness  where  he  might  Earn  a  Dollar  jir  day; — he 
further  said  that  When  he  makes  his  Rei>ort  to  the  General  that 
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he  might  Live  Like  a  Gentlemen  vvillionl  (loiiiu  ;iii\  wuik.  lie 
further  Acquainded  him  he  had  been  through  .your  Camjm  at 
Peekskill  as  far  up  as  Poughkeepsy  and  there  were  Several  Spies 
out  among  whom  was  an  Hessian  Officer  and  upon  them  Circum- 
stances I  have  sent  you  the  SaidTaylor.  For  further  Information 
Refer  you  to  the  Said  Bailey  as  an  Evidence  to  the  truth  of  (h  ■ 
Matter  who  shall  be  sent  up  to  you  whenever  I  Receive  your 
Order  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  Likewise  sent  up  three  other  prisoners  Jacob  Re;id,  Ab- 
raham Aston  &  Joseph  Brown,  the  two  former  were  taken  up  on 
Suspicion  of  Carrying  on  a  dangerous  Correspondence  with  the 
Enemy  and  the  Latter  is  a  deserter  from  Colo.  Willis's  Regt.  and 
Capt.  Champion's  Comp'y  of  the  Continental  Troops.    I  am  your 

honour's  Humble  Serv't 

Henry  Ludinton,  Col. 

P.  S.     Should  be  Oblig'd  to  your  honour  to  give  the  Bearer 

seme  direction  where  he  may  draw  some  Cordage  for  the  use  of 

the  Teams.  I  am  as  Above 

H.  L. 

To  Genl.  Putnam  at  Head  Quarters  Peekskill. 


[No.  760.] 
Governor  Clinton  Appeals  to  Washington  in  Behalf  of  Mrs.  Hatfield, 

Who  is  TJnjustly  Detained. 

[Sept.  12  1777.] 
D'r  Sir, 

The  Friends  of  Major  Hatfield  who  last  year  belonged  to  Genl. 

Scott's  Brigade  in  our  Army  and  was  taken  by  the  Enemy  on 

Montresure's  Island  and  is  now  a  Prisoner  with  them,  iuform  me 

that  when  your  Excellency  was    in  Clove,    Mrs.  HatQeld    the 
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Major's  wift»  obtained  your  Permission  to  visit  her  Husband  at 
Ne>vyork  and  was  conducted  by  a  Flag  from  Elizabeth  Town  to 
Staten  Island  for  that  Purpose,  and  from  thence  was  sent  to  New- 
york,  but  the  Ofticer  who  ordered  her  to  there,  kept  her  Pass; 
that  she  went  from  Newyork  to  the  Place  of  her  Husband's  Con- 
lin»'ni*t  on  Long  Island,  and  after  having  continued  with  hira  a 
short  Time,  returned  to  Newyork  and  applied  to  the  Command'g 
Oflicer  for  Permission  to  leave  the  City  and  return  Home;  he 
treated  her  with  Politeness  but  referred  her  to  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  who,  he  said,  was  intrusted  with  the  Managem't  of  those 
Matters  as  best  knowing  the  Characters  of  the  People.  She  ac- 
cordingly with  [a]  woman  who  had  accompanied  her  from  Eliz: 
Town  made  application  to  the  mayor;  he  readily  granted  to  the 
other  \Yoman  a  Permit  to  return  Home  but  refused  one  to  Mrs. 
Hatfield  with  a  Degree  of  Indelicacy  and  Insult  &  directed  her 
to  return  to  her  Husband  on  Long  Island  &  remain  there. 

The  Conduct  of  Major  Hatfield  as  an.  Officer  was  such  as  en- 
titles him  to  good  Treatment  from  a  generous  Enemy  and  his 
Family  to  every  Indulgence  from  his  Country.  His  private 
Mtlairs  sulTered  greatly  by  his  Detention  as  a  Prisoner,  and  this 
iiii})recedented  Manner  of  preventing  Mrs.  Hatfield's  Return  who 
intended  only  a  short  visit  add  greatly  to  the  Distresses  of  the 
Family. 

As  I  have  only  by  Relation  the  Circumstance  of  your  Excel- 
lency's having  given  Mrs.  Hatfield  jjermission  to  go  to  Newyork 
I  have  thought  it  most  regular  to  lay  the  Matter  before  you  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  your  Excell'y  will  take  such  Measures  to 
procure  Mrs.  Hatfield's  Releasement  as  will  best  conduce  to  that 
End. 

I  am  a  Stranger  to  the  steps  proi>er  to  be  taken  on  this  Occa- 
sion, but  if  your  Excellency  should  think  that  the  application  for 
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Redress  ought  to  be  made  immedialely  by  me  1  would  esteem 

it  a  singular  Favor  if  you  would  point  out  the  Method  and  inform 

whether  the  Circumstances  respecting  the  granting  the  Perm  is 

sion  to  Mrs.  Hatfield  are  as  above  represented.    If  Kelaliation  ia 

necessary  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  I  shall  speedily  have  an  Oppor 

tunity  to  try  the  Experiment. 

I  am  &c.  with  much  Regard  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  761.] 
Charges  Against  HacJcaliah  Merrit,  Dobbs  and  Basly. 

Basly  went  from  Frederickburgh  inlisted  with  Roger's  Rang- 
ers from  there  went  on  board  the  Galley  was  taken  above  Tappan 
oTi  the  road  as  he  was  going  down  to  the  Gaily. 

Dobs  lives  below,  was  a  Pilot  to  the  Enemy's  party  as  they 
went  after  plunder  &  he  says  he  was  forced  to  it  &  sent  up  here 
by  Capt.  Avery  who  Commands  a  guard  below. 

Hackeliah  Mirrit  was  sometime  ago  taken  under  arms  acting 

against  this  Cuntray  &  sent  to  Soppas  Goal,  from  whence  lie 

Broke  out;  he  Brought  Counterfitt  money  from  New  York  & 

passed  through  the  Cuntry;  one  Thirty  Dollar  Bill  his  wife  sent 

by  James  Roads  to  James  Cock  to  Change  which  she  had  from 

him;  for  my  part  I  know  him  to  be  a  great  Enemy  to  the  Cause 

of  Liberty  and  has  been  so  all  along. 

James  Cock. 
Peekskill  Sep'r  ye  14th  1777. 
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[No.  702.] 

Strphi^n  nuniti  .!.s^/.n  ftir  a  Yrvr  A  iiji(>in()iu)it. 
S'r. 

As  1  \v;is  liric  III  fun-  :i|tiMiiiilc<l  l<i  Siiiiplv  lliis  ( iwiTisdii ;  ^: 
r<irl  (•(.nsiiiiHKHi.  Nfw  Wiiisoi-  with  Fresli  Proviticms;  and  my 
TiiiK'  foi-  iliat  :i|>poiiitiiir-iit  is  Now  Kxspiid.  and  as  Www  is  no 
!».<'.( ;.  I  l>('|ml.v  rdimiiissarv  (icm-ial  |  of  I'linliaascs  in  I  lie  Kast- 
wanl  DisslricI  at-cciitcd  of  tlicir  appointment;  inMlt-r  tlic  New 
Rojjnlati«»ns  I  Cannot  Purchase  any  moie  CatUc  Exct']»t  I  have 
Proirmpary  onh-rs  from  the  ('onniian(lin<i  ofViccr  of  this  GaiTison 
to  Suj-ply  th.'  (iaiiisons  till  the  New  l{i-j,Milations  Shall  take 
Place,  an.l,  tlK-n-foiv,  you  Must  look  out  to  Some  other  (luarter 
for  Sujiplyes  E.xccpl  I  have  i)r(iteni]>ary  orders  S  nt  me  by  the 
liarer  of  thes  lines  Mr.  Morehouse. 

I  am  S'r  your  ^Most  obediant  TTnmble  Ser't 

Stephen  Barns. 

Newfairfield  Sept*r  14:  1777. 

T(»  James  Clinton  Kscp-.  P.ii^sidear  (leneral  or  the  Commanding 
ofticer  at   I'ort  Monli;(»niery. 


[No.  7(;:i.] 
P,.\TTLE  OF  Tni-:  I'.RANDYWINE. 

Hovcrnor  Clinton. on  Hrnrinn  IIk  \<irs  fnnn  (Umral  I'ntnani.  Orders 
FJcreu  licifunents  of  Xeu-  York  Militin  to  h'iinfom  tin  Defences 
of  the   lfiiilil(t)uls. 

Kingston,  ir»th  Si  pi'r  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

About  12  oCio.k  Iliis  Day  I  received  the  inclosed  Letter^  from 

Cenl.  Putnam  by  Express.  In  Consequence  of  the  Intelligence 

therein  contained  I  have  ordered  Eleven  Regiments  of  the  Militia 


•General  Putnam's  letter  not  found.— Statb  Historian. 
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of  this  State  to  niarcli  iinmcdiaMy  (I  of  ilinn  (,,  j,,i„  c,.,,]    i'„i 
nam's  Army  at  Peeks  Kill,  2  to  Rtrenf^llien   the  <  lanisst.i,  „f 
Fort  Montgomery,  &  three  to  join  Genl.  McDou-al   al    Kani-- 
pough.     Tliis  is  the  whole  of  the  Militia  as  far  Xcn-lh  on  bolli 
Sides  of  the  River  as  Ponghkeepsie  inclusive. 

I  did  not  chnse  to  extend  my  Orders  to  those  farllicr  North- 
ward; it  woud  put  it  out  of  my  Power  to  afford  you  that  Sue 
cour  which  you  might  reasonably  expect  in  Case  of  any  Missfor- 
tune  in  your  Quarter. 

I  have  received  no  farther  Accounts  as  yet  of  tlic  A<(ioii  to  tli«' 
Southward  but  what  is  contaim  d  in  the  inclosed  as  soon  as  I  do 
I  will  forward  them  to  you. 

I  woud  fain  hope  that  in  its  Consequences  that  Action  will 
prove  more  favourable  to  us  than  at  first  View  might  be  ex- 
pected. 

I  inclose  you  this  Day's  Paper.  A  Line  from  you  when  a  Lei- 
sure Moment  offers  will  be  at  all  Times  very  agreeable  being  with 
great  Regard  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  General  H.  Gates.] 


[No.  764.] 

He  Proniptli/  RepGiis  His  Action  to  General  PutiKim. 

Kingston  loth  Sep'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  this  Moment  honored  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  yester- 
day and  In  Consequence  of  the  Intelligence  therein  contained,  1 
have  issued  Orders  to  Colonels  Freere's,  BrinckerhoofE's  Fields', 
Umphrey's  &  Ludington's  Regiments  of  Dutchess  County  Mil- 
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itia  to  mnrrh  immediatly  to  Peek's  Kill  &  put  themselvis  under 
your  Command. 

I  have  also  ordered  Colo.  Hasbroiick's  &  Colo.  McClaghry's 
Refjiments  of  Ulster  County  to  Fort  Montgomery  for  strengthen 
ing  that  Post  &  Colo.  Woodhull's  Allison's  &  Heathorn's  Regi- 
ment to  the  Post  near  Sydnam's  Bridge  at  Ramepough  who  are 
to  apprize  Genl.  McDougal  of  their  arrival  there  &  put  themselves 
under  his  Command. 

The  three  last  Regim'ts  cant  march  more  than  900  Men. 

The  two  ordered  to  Fort  Montgomery  about  as  many;  &  what 
the  Strenghth  of  those  that  are  ordered  to  Join  you,  I  know  not 
as  I  liave  had  no  late  Returns  from  them. 

Care  ought  to  be  taken  for  supplying  the  Militia  ordered  [to] 
Ramepough  with  Provisions  &  Ammunition  which  will  be  out 
of  my  Power. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  are  just  mett  &  intend  on  Busi- 
ness. 

It  is  an  unhappy  Time  to  be  disturbed  but  if  I  possibly  can  I 
will  join  you  even  tho'  I  shoud  not  be  able  to  continue  long  with 
you. 

Pray  as  soon  as  you  get  the  Particulars  of  the  Action  between 
Genl.  Washington  &  Howe  let  me  have  llieni  as  I  am  extreamly 
anxious  about  that  Important  Affair  tha'  I  woud  fain  Hope  it  is 
not  so  unfavourable  to  us  as  at  first  A'iew  we  might  be  led  to 
believe. 

I  must  beg  the  earliest  Intelligence  from  you  of  any  Public 
Matters  worth  communicating  &  am  D'r  S'r  with  great  Regard 

your  most  Obed't  Ser't 
G.  C. 
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P.  S.  I  think  it  woud  be  iinpriKlciit  to  order  the  Militia  of 
this  State  laying  to  the  North  of  the  above  Regts.  lo  the  S(»u(h 
ward  least  they  shoud  be  wanted  to  reinforce  the  Army  to  the 
Northward  under  Maj'r  Genl.  Gates  from  which  Quarter  we  have 
a  Right  to  expect  something  of  Importance  very  soon. 
[To  General  Putnam.] 


[No.  765.] 
Col.  Thomas  Furnishes  George  Clinton  with  Returns  of  Regiment. 

Harisons  Presinct  16th  Sept.  1777. 

Inclosed  I  send  to  Your  Excellency  Agreeabel  to  Order  A 

Return  of  the  Meletia  Regiment  under  My  Command  being  as 

trew  &  Exact  A  State  of  it  As  I  Am  Abel  to  Collect,— Would 

have  Sent  it  Before  but  being  a  Long  Time  Sick  and  Verry  Much 

indisposed    Rendered   Me   Unabel.     From    Sir   Your    Excelye's 

Verry  Humbel  Serv't 

Thomas  Thomas. 

[To  G.  C]  

[No.  766.] 

Henry  Cuyler  Gives  His  Reasons  for  Breaking  His  Parole. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.,  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  chief  of  all  the 

Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  same. 

The  Memorial  of  Henry  Cuyler,  Sheweth, 

That  your  memorialist,  having  transgressed  the  bounds  of  his 
confinement,  is  an  humble  suitor  for  forgiveness;  which  he  hopes 
to  obtain  in  consequence  of  the  subsequent  declaration  of  his 
sole  motive  for  such  a  step. 

At  a  time  when  a  general  consternation  had  seized  the  in- 
habitants of  Albany  and  its  vicinity,  numbers  were  removing 
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^:  a  K-iKHi  i»ri'vaih'<l  that  u  jiciicral  removal  was  to  take  place, 
your  Mem'st  toiu-lKnl  Avitli  the  keenest  anxiety  for  the  safety 
of  the  nearest  &  tenderest  connections  flew,  with  the  feelings 
of  a  Hushaud  &  Father  to  the  i)rotection  of  a  wife.  &  family 
of  younj;  helpless  infants,  to  save  them  from  the  knife  of  the 
savage,  or  the  unrelenting,  indiscriminating  hand  of  Violence, 
l»y  a  removal  to  a  place  more  remote  from  impending  danger, 
being  unable  to  procure  a  place  for  them  within  the  limits  of 
his  confinement. 

Your  Mem'st  most  solemnly'  declares  that  no  other  considera- 
tion under  Heaven  could  have  induced  him  to  lose  sight  of  his 
Parole  for  a  single  moment;  &  that  he  would  have  solicited 
permission,  had  he  not  been  given  to  understand,  that  the  con- 
sent of  the  Committee  of  Albany  was  necessary;  and  which  there 
appeared  then  no  time  for  obtaining. 

Your  Excellency's  Mem'st  earnestly  entreats  he  might  be  suf- 
fered to  remain  with  his  family  under  any  restrictions  that  can 
be  reasonably  laid  on  him. 

All  which  is  most  Humble  submitted. 

Henry  Cuyler. 
Green  Busli  lOtli  Septerab'r  1777. 


[No.  7G7.] 
/>r.  J  OH.  YoiiiKj  Apiirdls  to  (Jcorye  Clinton  for  Clemency  in  Behalf  of 

Ucnnj  Cuyler. 
Honored  Sir, 

Mr,  Henry  Cuyler  who  now  petitions  your  Excelency  for  leave 
to  remain  :it  lionie  with  his  family,  has  formerly  been  a  Com- 
niissary  in  the  King  of  lirilain's  employ,  and  at  the  termination 
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of  (he  liiic  War,  liad  a  sallai-v  set  I  led  ii|)iiii  liim.  wlii.li  |.i  <)li;ihlv 
made  liim  decline  taking  an  active  part  in  favour  of  iiis  connirv 
— wbich  neutrality  seems  to  me  to  b(!  (he  j^reatcst  j^Moimd  of 
suspicion  against  him.  Since  his  return  to  liis  family,  (as  iin-ii 
tioned  in  his  memmorial)  he  has  been  much  Iiidis])(»s('d,  when  I. 
at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  visited  him,  he  jjrolesled  l(j  m<' 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  he  had  not  by  any  means,  said 
or  done  any  thing  to  injure  the  American  cause,  that  he  had  not 
held  correspondence  even  with  his  own  brother  now  in  (he  Hritish 
service,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  tha(  lie  winild 
give  any  security  in  his  power,  that  he  would  not  by  any  means 
interfere  in  the  present  contest  and  even  offers  to  swear  that  In- 
never  will  take  an  active  part  against  America.  All  lie  re<iues(H 
is  to  be  permitted  to  remain  at  home  with  his  family.  Fnnii 
an  acquaintance  with  Mr  Cuyler  of  near  14  years,  I  believr  him 
to  be  a  Man  of  much  Humanity  and  strict  Honor,— 

If,  therefore,  your  Excelency  upon  Consideration  of  Mr.  Ciiy- 
ler's  case,  think  it  expedient  to  permit  him  to  remain  at  home, 
under  such  restrictions  as  you  deem  necessary— the  cxcercisc  of 
your  Clemency  towards  him,  will  greatly  Oblige 

Your  Excelency's  Most  Obed't  Humble  Serv't 

Jos.  Young. 
Albany  Sept'r  16th  1777. 
George  Clinton  Esqr.  &c. 

[No.  768.] 
George  Harris  Writes  to  George  Clintmi  Relative  to  Wluat  aiul 

Flour. 

New  Windsor  Sept.  K!  1777. 
Sir, 

I  Received  yours  of  the  9th  instant  and  anoth-r  i..  n.  i  .-in-- 
(without  Date)  and  Shall  mind  your  instructions.     Wheat  cannot 


328  Public  Paters  of  George  Clinton. 

be  bought  here  at  the  price  you  mentioned;  Some  is  offering  12/ 
p  Bushel  and  cannot  get  it;  the  Barrel  omitted  in  the  invoice 
No.  232  weighs  1—3—25—20,  the  Quantity  of  Wheat  that  I 
Received  for  you  was  2500  Bushels  from  Mr.  Ellison  and  the 
same  Quantity  from  Mr.  Jackson  in  all  5000  Bushels;  besides 
1724  Bushels  that  you  Bought  from  Mr.  Wisener  that  is  not 
yet  Bolted  for  want  of  Barrels.  Mr.  Watterbury  Sent  me  a  hun- 
dred a  few  Days  ago  but  they  want  Cooppering  and  cant  get  a 
Cooper  as  Soon  as  I  can  get  it  Done  I  will  Sent  you  the  acct.  I 

am  Sir  your  Most  Humble  Servant 

Geo.  Harris. 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  Esqr.  in  Kingston. 


[No.  7G9.] 

George  Clinton  Replies  to  Rev.  Mr.  Gi'os  in  Regard  to  the  Situation 

in  Tryon  County. 

Kingston,  Sept  17"  1777. 
Reverend  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  8"  Inst. 
It  will  always  give  me  Pleasure  to  receive  any  Intelligence  which 
you  may  please  to  communicate  &  conducing  to  the  Welfare  of 
the  People  of  Tryon  County  as  I  am  persuaded  from  your  good 
Character  your  Conduct  will  ever  be  influenced  by  the  Principles 
of  Patriotism. 

I  am  also  favored  with  the  Receipt  of  several  Letters  from  the 
Committe  of  Tryon  County  representing  the  Grievances  your 
People  lay  under  which  I  have  laid  before  the  Legislation  re- 
commending to  their  Consideration  proper  Measures  for  redress- 
ing thereof. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  Respect  &c. 

[G.  C] 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Johannis  Daniel  Gros, 

Conajohary. 
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[No.  770.] 
JotJiam  Bemus  and  John  AsJiton  and  Others  Confined  in  the  Fleet 

Prison  at  Kingston  Protest  Their  Innocence  and  Ask  for  a  Trial. 
And  Please  your  Excelency. 

We  beg  the  freedom  to  address  you  on  this  Important  Occa- 
sion, hoping  that  you  will  favor  our  poare  Request.  We  your 
Humble  pittioners  being  taken  Up  by  the  Report  of  a  Spitfuli 
person  without  any  Cans  Knowingly  in  us,  We  being  taken  at 
our  own  homes  at  Stilwatr  and  Carried  to  the  Gardhous,  our 
Committes  being  dispersed  by  Reason  of  the  armys  Retreat,  we 
then  pittioned  to  his  Excelence  Genarel  Schuylor;  the  Camp 
being  in  a  Confusion  at  that  time  we  Could  obtain  no  hearing', 
we  being  Sent  to  Albany;  we  then  pittioned  for  trial,  but  before 
we  Could  get  a  hearing  we  was  ordred  to  this  place;  we  have 
Likewise  pittioned  to  this  boord  Several  times  Since  we  Came 
heare,  and  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  hearing,  which  we  think 
it  a  very  hard  Case  to  be  Confined  hear  as  Criminals  as  we  have 
always  been  friends  to  the  States  which  we  hope  we  Shall  be 
able  to  Convince  you  when  Ever  we  are  brought  to  trial;  we, 
therefore,  beg  that  we  might  be  brought  before  your  Excelency 
or  Some  other  authority  whome  you  Shall  think  proper,  as  our 
familys  are  in  a  distressed  Condition  being  Removed  from  tlicir 
Respective  homes  that  we  may  be  Servisable  to  them  and  the 
publick, 

From  your  Humble  Servants  &  Loyal  Subjects  to  the  States. 
Signed  By  us  &  Order  of  Several  Others  in  the  Same  Sittuation. 

John  Ashton 
Jotham  Bemns 
on  Boord  the  Hutt,  Sopas  Creek,  Kingston  Sept.  ye  17th  1777. 

To  His  Excelency  Georg  Clinton  Esqr.  Governer  of  the  State  of 
New  York  Kingston. 
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[No.  771.] 

Gai.  Ah'w  Ten  liroivk  Makes  an  Appeal  in  Behalf  of  Henry  Cnyler. 

Albany  17th  September  1777. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Ik'iny  (/uylt-r  by  letter  Informs  me  he  lies  111  at  bis  house 
at  Greenluisb.  He  sent  for  my  Perusal  a  memorial  lie  is  sending 
to  your  Excellency,  Requesting  that  be  may  be  Permitted  to  Re- 
main with  his  Family,  under  such  Limitations  Restrictions  & 
Security  as  may  be  Judged;  he  Confesses  he  has  acted  Exceed- 
ingly wrung  in  going  from  the  place  destined  to  liim  by  Parole,  1 
believe  be  is  very  Sorry  for  it  &  I  flatter  my  self  that  any  En- 
gagement he  may  now  enter  into  will  be  Strictly  adhered  to,  as 
such  I  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency's  Clemency  &  Remain 

Sir 

Your  Most  humble  Serv't 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  772.] 

(hjiernor  Clinton  Siifffjests  that  the  Albany  Committee  Apprehend  the 

Tory  Col  Frey. 

Kingston,  Sepl'r  17"  1777. 
Sir, 

Inclns«'(l  yun  liiiv<'  a  Co\s\  of  ii  cei'tain  Resolve  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  I  lie  (Jounty  (if  Tryoii  f(»r  the  apprehend'g  of  Colo.  Henry 
F^rey.  In  their  Let  In-  lo  me  (bile  the  7th"  Inst*  they  mention  him 
as  a  very  dangfMon.s  IN  is(»u  that  he  is  now  in  Albany  and  desire 
thill  III-  iii;i\  lie  srciircd.  I  snl)niit  to  yonr  Committee  the  Pro- 
jtriety  of  1  lie  iiic;isiin'  iiol  (loiil)tiiig  but  you  will  immediately  take 

•  See  pages  285-288. 
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such  Steps  as  shall  appear  to  you  right,  and  necessary  for  ilic 

public  Safety. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C.] 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  Albany. 

I  must  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward  the  inclosed  Tx^tfers 

with  Dispatch. 


[No.  773.] 

Governor  Clinton  Assures  tlw  Committee  of  Tryon  County  thai  JIc 
Will  Protect  TJiem. 

Kingston  Sept.  17''  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  your  several  Letters*  of  the  7",  8",  &  0"\  Inst, 
the  Papers  accompanying  the  same  with  a  Letter  of  the  10''  under 
Direction  to  the  Honble.  the  Council  of  Safety,  which  that  Coun- 
cil being  dissolved  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislature,  it  became 
my  Duty  to  open.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Rifle  men  & 
Militia  from  other  Counties  which  you  are  led  by  a  Resolve  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  to  expect  for  the  Protection  of  the  Inhabitants 
on  your  Western  Frontiers  cannot  be  spared  from  the  Northern 
army  without  weakening  it  too  much  at  this  critical  Time.  Tliis 
I  mentioned  as  my  Opinion  to  Mr.  Harper  (who  attended  the 
Council  on  your  Behalf)  at  the  Time  of  passing  the  Resolve.  I 
have  laid  your  several  Letters  &  Papers  before  tlie  Legislature 
represent'g  the  Situation  of  your  County  and  recommend'g  the 
providing  for  your  Defence  and  mentioning  the  necessity  of  ad- 
justing and  paying  off  the  arrears  due  to  your  Militia  for  public 
Services,  with  the  Propriety  of  appointing  Comm'rs  for  settl- 


*  See  pages  283,  286,  290,  296  and  300  for  the  several  letters  alluded  to. 
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ing  the  Disorders  subsisting  in  your  County.  The  Appointm't 
of  Officers  of  the  Militia  is  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Assembly  from  the  Senate.  They 
cannot,  therefore,  give  the  Nomination  of  Officers  to  the  Commit- 
te  but  I  dare  say  a  Kecommendation  from  them  of  the  most 
proper  Persons  will  have  its  due  Weight  as  they  are  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  Characters  of  the  People  of  the  County. 

An  Extract  of  that  Part  of  the  Letter  respecting  Mr.  Fonda, 
one  of  your  Members  in  Senate,  I  have  laid  before  that  House  to 
whom  I  could  wish  it  had  been  directed  in  the  first  Instance  as 
every  Complaint  respec'g  under  Elections  or  the  Disqualifica- 
tion of  Members  ought  to  be  made  to  the  House  to  which  the 
Party  belongs  or  to  the  Legislature  at  large. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  every  Thing  I  can  do  to  promote  the 

Interest  and  the  Peace  of  the  County  shall  always  be  chearfully 

done. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Committee  of  Tryon  County.] 


[No.  774.] 

Oermje  Cliutan  Assures  Richard  Morris  that  His  FamiUi  are  Safe, 

as  Gates'  Force  is  Much  Larger  than  Burgoy tie's. 

Kingston  Sept.  18"  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

I  (lid  not  receive  your  Favor  of  the  25"  Ult:  until  sometime 

after  my  Arrival  here  or  I  should  have  done  myself  the  Pleasure 

of  waiting  upon  you  and  Mrs.  Morris  in  my  Return  from  Albany 

the  sloop  in  which  I  came  having  laid  a  Night  within  a  mile  of 

your  l']a((.'  wilhont  my  knowing'  (hat  I  had  an  old  Friend  so  near 

me. 
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Your  Situation  I  think  perfectly  safe  unless  some  extraor 
dinary  Misfortune  should  happen  to  our  Northern  Army  which  I 
conceive  improbable  as  our  Forces  under  Genl.  Gates  are  greatly 
superior  in  Number  to  those  of  the  Enemy. 

I  shall  esteem  myself  happy  in  hearing  from  or  seeiug  you 

whenever  your  Leisure  or  Convenience  will  permit  it  being  with 

my  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Morris  &  Family 

your 

[G.  C.] 
[To  Richard  Morris  Esq.] 


[No.  775.] 

George  Clinton  Pledges  General  Gates  all  the  Aid  from  the  Militia 

that  Can  be  Obtained. 

Kingston  Sept  18"  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  yours  of  yesterday  and.  shall  not  fail  exert- 
ing every  Nerve  to  give  you  all  the  aid  from  the  Militia  of  this 
State  that  can  possibly  be  obtained.  By  my  Letter  to  you  of  the 
15"  Inst.*  containing  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  which  I  rec'd  from  Genl. 
Putnam,  you  will  observe  that  I  have  ordered  out  11  Regiments 
of  this  State  to  reinforce  his  army,  strengthen  the  Posts  in  the 
Highlands  and  oppose  the  Enemy  who  have  crossed  the  river  into 
New  Jersey.  These  are  already  marched  for  that  Purpose.  All  the 
other  Regiments  of  Militia  in  this  State  (2  Tryon  County  &  the 
Schohary  Regt.  excepted)  are  ordered  immediately  to  join  your 
army,  leaving  only  such  small  Guard  at  Home  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  Peace  of  the  Country  ag't  internal  Enemies. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Gates.] 

*  See  page  322. 
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[Nu.  77G.] 

Gnniiinr  ('llutun  Onhrs  Cniitidl  Ten  linnvk  to  Join  (kites  Without 

Delmj. 

Sept  18"  1777. 
Sir, 

I  this  Day  ree'd  a  Letter  from  Genl.  Gates*  dated  the  17th 
requesting  that  the  militia  of  this  State  should  be  marched  to 
reinforce  his  army.  In  Consequence  of  which  I  have  ordered 
all  such  as  are  not  already  in  actual  Service  in  this  County 
immediately  to  march  &  Join  Genl.  Gates'  army  And  have  also 
to  i»revent  Delay  issued  my  Orders  to  Colos.  Robert  Van  Rense- 
laer,  Whiting,  Xwn  Alstyne,  Van  Ness,  Livingston  and  Van  Ber- 
gen of  your  Brigade  and  yon  ^vill  immediatelyupou  Receipthereof 
issue  your  Orders  to  the  remaining  Part  of  your  Brigade  to  march 
without  Delay  for  the  same  Purpose  Colo.  Vrooman's  Regt.  of 
Schoharry  only  excepted.  The  Orders  to  Colo.  Killian  Van  Ren- 
selaer  is  inclosed  from  which  you  will  see  the  Purport  of  my 
Order  to  the  other  Regiments — and  which  I  would  wish  you  to 
follow.  You'l  please  when  you  have  read  it  to  forward  it  to  the 
Comman'g  OfiBcer  of  that  Regiment. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Ten  Broeck.] 


[No.  777.] 

151  IJGOYNE  AT  r.KMIS  HEIGHTS. 

Form  of  Ordir  to  Colonels  of  Regiments  to  Hasten  to  Reinforce  Oates. 

Kingston  SeptV  18th  1777. 
Sir, 

By  a  Litter  I  have  this  moment  received  from  the  Honble. 

Major  Genl.  Gates  dated  yesterday  I  am  informed  that  Genl. 

•Letter  not  found.— State  Historian. 
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Burgoyne  has  cansed  Skeensb()i*on<;li,  Fori  Aim.  I'dil  lldwjnd. 
and  the  Posts  he  lately  occupied  to  tin-  Soiilli\v;ird  of  Lak.- 
(Jcorge  &  Skeensborough  to  be  evaciialed  and  I  lie  Ariillnx 
Stores  and  Provisions  to  be  brought  to  his  Army  now  at  \:iii 
Veghten's  Mills,  seven  miles  North  of  where  Genl.  Gates's  Army 
is  encamped,  on  Bemus's  Heights  above  Still  Water,  fiom  wliicli 
it  is  evident  that  Genl.  Burgoyne's  Design  is  lo  riscjuc  all  upuii 
one  rash  Stroke. 

Genl.  Gates  requests  that  all  the  militia  of  lliis  State  not 
already  in  actual  Service  should  imnaediately  march  to  the  Kein 
forcement  of  his  Army,  and  as  much  depends  inion  the  Kvent 
and  with  the  Blessing  of  God  upon  our  Exertions  it  is  in  our 
Power  to  render  it  favorable,  it  is  our  indispensible  Duty  to 
comply. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  ordered  in  the  most  express  and  posi- 
tive Terms  to  march  your  Regirnent,  compleatly  armed,  equipped 
and  accoutred  with  all  possible  Expedition  and  join  the  Army 
under  Genl.  Gates,  leaving  only  such  small  Guard  behind  as  you 
may  think  indispensibly  necessary  for  the  I'eace  and  Safety  uf 
the  Country  against  internal  Enemies.     Hereof  you  are  m>t  to 

fail. 

I  am  Sir  your  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  —     .  

[No.  778.] 
Jacoh  Rhead  Petitions  George  Clinton  to  he  Dischdn/al  Forth uiih 

from  Jail. 
Unto  His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esq,  Governor,  General 
of  the  Militia,  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  Petition  of  Jacob  Reade,  of  Philips  Precinct  Dutchess 
County 
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Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner,  last  week,  left  his  own  house,  and  paid 
a  visit  to  his  Mother  a  little  below  Terrytown,  and  was,  while 
on  his  return  home,  apprehended  by  a  Scouting  party  brought 
to  Pecks  Kill,  and  from  thence  here.  As  your  Petitioner  has 
upon  all  occasions  demonstrated  himself  a  friend  to  his  Country, 
and  has  repeatedly  been  imployed  in  its  Service,  he  conceives 
himself  greatly  injured;  for  if  he  went  over  the  line  of  Separa- 
tion he  did  it  through  ignorance,  and  it  is  evident  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  going  over  to  the  enemy  as  he  was  taken  at  Terrytown, 
when  returning. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  prays  that  your  Excellency  will 

order  that  he  may  be  Immediately  examined  and  if,  as  he  must 

be,  found  innocent  restored  to  his  Liberty,  As  his  confinement 

occasions  great  Distress  to  his  family.     And  your  Petitioner  as 

in  duty  bound  shall  Ever  pray. 

Jacob  Rhead. 

Kingston  Goal,  Sep.  18,  1777. 


[No.  779.] 
Richard  Morris  Appeals  to  George  Clinton  in  Behalf  of  Oilbei't 

Taylor. 

Claverack  Sept.  19th  1777. 
My  Good  Sir, 

I   did   myself   the   Honor   to   write  you   when   you    was   at 

Albany,  and  flattered  myself  I  should  have  had  the  pleasure  of 

seeing  you  in  your  Return  but  am  Confident  from  the  time  you 

Returned  it  never  Came  to  your  hands,  you  will,  therefore,  per- 

mitt  me  again  to  Congratulate  you  on  the  Houble.  Testimonial 

your  Country  have  born  in  your  favour. 
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I  trouble  you  now  in  Behalf  of  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Gilbert  Taylor, 
who  Lived  near  Eight  years  in  my  family;  he  Goes  to  Esopua 
in  favour  of  one  Elijah  Taylor,  a  Distant  Relation  of  his,  who 
he  Says  is  a  Prisoner  there  Charged  with  Some  lleinous  OlTenco 
against  the  State  and  that  he  is  Acquainted  with  Some  facts 
that  will  disprove  the  Charge.  All  I  mean  to  say  is  that  from  a 
Long  and  Intimate  Acquaintance  with  the  Bearer  1  am  Con- 
fident he  is  a  Man  of  truth  and  Integrity  and  Deserves  faith 
and  Creditt. 

I  fear  I  am  wrong  in  this  Application  to  you,  but  you  will  do 
me  the  favour  to  Communicate  my  Sentiments  of  the  Bearer  to 
some  member  of  the  trybunal,  before  whom  the  Supposed  Of- 
fender is  to  be  tryed,  in  Order  that  his  testimony  may  have 
proper  weight. 

From  all  accounts  Affairs  to  the  North  wear  a  favourable 
Aspect.     My  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Clinton  and  be  Assured  I 
am,  D'r  Governor,  with  Real  Esteem  and  Regard,  your 
Aff't  friend  and  Very  Hum'e  Serv't 

Ri'd  Morris. 

Mrs,  Morris  Desires  her  best  Respects  and  says  she  longs  to 
See  the  Gov'r  and  have  a  chat  with  him. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  at  Kingston,  Esopus. 


[No.  780.] 
George  Clinton  Rectmmends  Lieut.  Livingston  as  Brigade  Major-  to 

General  Ten  BroecJc. 
D'r  Sir, 

The  Bearer  Lieut.  Livingston,  of  Colo.  Gansevoort's  Regt.  has 
been  in  our  Service  for  a  long  Time  past  and  I  have  never  heard 
26 
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but  that  he  has  behaved  as  a  good  Officer;  he  considers  himself  as 

Iiaviug  bct-n  supLTsedid  by  [an]  Officer  younger  in  Service,  being 

appointed  above  him  in  our  new  Arrangement  and  had,  therefore, 

Thoughts  of  resigning  and  of  offering  his  Services  as  a  volunteer 

in  some  of  the  General's  Families.     As  I  have  heard  you  express 

the  Inconveniences  you  labourd  under  for  vsant  of  a  Brigade 

Major,  I  have  advised  him  to  apply  to  you,  and  in  Case  you  were 

not  provided  &  choose  to  accept  of  him  in  that  Capacity  to 

retain  his  Lieutenancy  &  get  you  to  obtain  a  Furlough  for  him 

from  Colo.  Gansevoort,  in  which  Case  he  may  with  Propriety 

serve  you,  and  at  the  same  Time  lay  in  the  Road  to  Preferment 

by  hav'g  an  Opportunity  of  shew'g  his  abilities  &  be  under  the 

Eye  of  the  General  Officers  in  the  Standing  Army  who  may  want 

the  Services  of  such  a  young  Gentleman. 

Kingston  Sept.  19"  1777. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Ten  Broeck.] 


[No.  781.] 

Henry  F rants  and  Christopher  lieMig,  of  Tryon  County,  in  Jail 
at  Kingston,  Petition  to  he  Removed  to  a  Healthier  Place. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  and  Comman- 
der in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Captain  General  of  the 
Militia,  ajid  Admiral  of  the  Navy,  of  the  same. 
The  petition  of  Henry  Fratz,  and  Christopher  Reddick,  Both 

of  the  County  of  Tryon  and  State  of  New  York, 

Humbly  Sheweth 
That  y'r  petitioners  is  at  present  Confined  In  the  Dungeon  df 

the  (Joal  of  Kingston  And  Hath  Been  for  some  Considerable 

Time. 
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That  the  Said  Dungeon  is  Both  fulsome  &  Nauoeous,  &  Y'r 
petitioners  Being  But  in  Indifferent  States  of  Health,  which 
Renders  their  Situation  Truly  Deplorable. 

That  y'r  petitioners  Cannot  But  Acknowledge,  that  they  Have 
Been  Guilty  of  Doing  that  Which  they  Ought  not  to  have  Done, 
and  with  Contrite  Hearts  Humbly  hope  forgiveness  of  the  Same. 

That  y'r  petitioners  Relying  on  the  Clemency,  Tenderness,  & 
Humanity  of  y'r  Excellency  Hath  presumed,  and  with  the 
Greatest  Submission  to  offer  this  their  petition,  Humbly  hopeing 
y'r  Excellency  will  Vouchsafe  to  Lend  a  pitying  Ear  to  their 
prayer  y'r  petitioners  therefore  Humbly  prays  &  Implores  that 
y'r  Excellency  Would  be  favourably  pleased  to  take  their  De- 
plorable Situation  under  his  Tender  Consideration,  So  as  that 
y'r  petitioners  may  Be  Removed  out  of  that  Fulsome  Dungeon, 
to  some  other  Apartment  or  Otherwise  Relieved  as  to  y'r  Excel- 
lency shall  seeni  meet. 

And  y'r  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 
Kingston  Goal  Septem'r  19th  1777. 


[No.  782.] 

CoiUvallader  C olden  Asks  for  an  Extension  of  His  Parole. 

Hurley  Sept'r  22d  1777. 
Sir, 

You  have  herein  inclosed  a  Coppy  of  the  Parole  or  Rather  Oath 
I  was  put  under  upon  my  Enlargement  from  the  Fleet  Prison, 
By  which  you  may  see  that  it  is  Now  Solely  in  your  Breast  to 
grant  me  what  Larger  Limitts  or  indulgence  you  think  Piop.-r. 

Add  to  my  Known  Character,  the  Sacredness  of  the  obliga- 
tion I  am  now  Under,  I  Cannot  See  why  under  th-  Liki-,  1  might 
not  have  any  Extent  allow'd  me,  and  that  wiih  the  greatest 
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Safety  to  the  State, — But  I  aske  no  more  then  tlte  Bounds  of  my 
own  farm  or  Estate,  unless  it  be  that  as  my  Faihtr  &  mother  in 
Law  are  both  very  antient  if  any  thing  should  happen  to  them  I 
should  think  it  hard  if  I  might  not  go  to  see  them. 

You  may  be  inform'd  if  you  Please  to  take  the  Trouble  of  En- 
quireing,  that  Notwithstanding  my  Long  Confmcm't  tlKTe  has 
not  been  any  Charge  much  Less  Prooff  appeard  against  me  of  my 
haveing  accted  in  opposition  to  (what  is  Call'd)  the  American 
Cause,  Since  the  Declaration  of  Independency,  Nevertheless  I 
Cannot  Devest  myself  of  my  Private  Opinion,  and  it  is  hard  to 
wrack  a  man's  Conscience.  If  there  Can  Possibly  be  any  objec- 
tion to  my  Remaining  on  my  own  farm,  yet  I  hope  you  will  allow 
me  to  go  to  see  my  family,  and  to  give  Some  Necessary  Defec- 
tions about  my  farm  &c.  And  to  Return  at  any  Limited  time  or 
at  Such  time  as  I  may  be  Sumons'd  by  your  order. 

The  time  was  when  I  might  have  incessted  upon  the  Liberty  of 
my  Person  (as  well  as  that  of  my  mind)  as  matter  of  Right  & 
justice, — But  I  am  Now  to  Solicitate  it  as  matter  of  Favour,  and 
as  Such  (if  granted)  will  be  thankfully  acknowleged  By  Sir 
Your  Most  Humble  Ser't 

Cadwallader  Colden. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq. 


[No.  783-784.] 
John  Taylcr  Furnishes  Oovcrnor  Clinton  with  Additional  Facta — 
Burgoyne'8  First  Repulse. 

Albany  22d  Sep'r  1777. 
Dear  Governor, 

By  the  Inclosed  from  Coll.  Hay  you'll  be  Informed  of  the  Re- 
treat of  General  Burgoyne,  and  the  Success  of  our  arms  at  Ticon- 
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deroga.  It  is  Said  Mount  Independance  is  Still  in  the  hands  of 
the  Enemy.  Lincoln  with  a  body  of  troops  is  to  the  northward 
of  the  Enemy,  Some  Say  at  Fort  Edward,  others  Skeensborough. 
The  British  Troops  were  all  Engaged  in  the  late  action.  They 
Suffered  much.  Thirty  Seven  prisoners  arrived  here  yesterday, 
among  whom  is  a  commissary,  who  Say  the  Germans  were  to  at- 
tack the  Right  wing  of  our  army  while  the  British  attacked  the 
left.  They  were  too  tardy  in  their  march  &  never  Came  up  Till 
too  late.  Indeed  they  did  not  make  their  appearance  before  our 
lines.  The  Committee  are  using  their  utmost  Endeavours  to  push 
forward  Every  Waggon  that  Can  he  had,  I  Expect  a  number  of 
Carriages  will  be  with  our  army  by  night,  I  am  with  Respect  to 

Mrs.  Clinton,  D'r  Governor 

Your  Most  Obed't  Servant 

John  Tayler. 
[To  G.  O.] 


Col.  Eay  Asks  Commissary  John  Tayler  to  Order  Wagons  to 

Stillwater. 

Camp  above  Stillwater  22d  Sept.  1777. 
Sir, 

The  General  Intreats  you  will  use  every  endeavour  possible  to 
forward  immediately  a  number  of  Waggons  as  we  have  this  mo- 
ment an  account  of  the  Enemies  Retreating;  this  matter  must  be 
pushed  in  the  Strongest  manner  possible  as  much  of  our  Success 
must  depend  upon  our  troops  being  light.  I  most  Sincerely  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  Success  of  our  arms  at  Ticonderoga  and  am 

most  respectfully  Sir 

Your  most  obed't  Serv't 

U.  Hay. 

[To  John  Tayler  Esq.] 
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[No.  785.] 
The  Governor  Approves  of  Lotteries. 

Kingston  Sept.  23d  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  rec'd  your  Ix'tter  of  the  8''  Sept:  &  be  assnied  as  soon  as 
the  800  Tickets  you  mention  shall  come  to  Hand  I  will  use  every 
Exertion  in  my  Power  to  have  them  disposed  of  for  the  Ilenefit 
of  the  United  States,  being  fully  sensible  of  the  vast  Importance 
the  Completion  of  this  Scheme  is  to  the  Public. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
Mr.  John  Ord,  Sitting  Manager 
of  the  United  States  Lottery. 


[No.  786.] 
Governor  Clinton  Reports  to  the  Ceymmittee  of  Congress  that  He  has 
Laid  Before  the  New  York  Legislature  the  Resolution  of  Congress 
Relating  to  the  Evacuation  of  Ticonderoga. 

Kingston  Sept.  23d  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  I>ettfr  of  the  8'  Inst, 
witli  a  Copy  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  27"  Aug't  re- 
specting the  Evacuation  of  Mount  Independence  andTiconderogn, 
both  which  I  have  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  this  State  and  I 
have  no  Doubt  but  that  they  will  adoi)t  such  Measures  for  the  in- 
vestigating and  stating  the  Facts  therein  specified,  as  shall  be 
fiHind    adequate    when    comi»leated.     I    shall    take   the   earliest 
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Opportunity  of  transmitting  the  same  to  vmi  i.rupcilv  ;iiii  h.-nt  i 

cated. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
To  The  Honble. 

Henry  Laurens 

Richard  Henry  Lee 

John  Adams. 


[No.  787.] 
Opposition  to  Mr.  Colden's  Request. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  &c. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Agreeable  to  your  request  I  have  Consulted  the  people  here  on 
the  Subject  of  Major  Golden  being  permitcd  to  return  home  on 
his  parole,  and  find  them  of  different  Sentiments.  Mr.  Birdsal, 
the  first  1  spoke  with  was  opposed  to  it,  as  there  was  a  number 
of  tories  who  had  Deserted  from  the  Ships  at  the  Strand,  ware 
now  in  the  woods  back  of  Newburgh  &  New  Paltz  &  farther  ol»- 
served  that  if  he  was  a  poor  man  he  would  be  kept  in  Goal.  Mr. 
Lata  was  of  a  Similar  Sentiment;  all  others  that  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  Conversing  with  accede  with  you,  that  it  will  be  a 
means  of  accelerateing  his  destruction  if  he  be  anywise  inclined 
to  violate  his  Parole  which  they  are  not  apprehensive  there  is  any 
grate  danger  of.  I  sincerely  Congratulate  you  on  the  Signal 
(Smiles  of  Providence  in  granting)  Success  of  uur  iku  i  Ii.tch  aims. 

I  am  Sir  your  Most  obed't  &  Hum'e  Ser't 

John  Nichiilson. 

Little  Brittain  23  Sep'r  1777. 
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[No.  788.] 
Omernor  Clinton  Sends  the  Good  News  from  the  North  to  James 

Duane. 

Kingston  Sep'r  23d  1777. 

D'r  Sir, 

I  had  the  Honor  of  writing  to  you  and  Mr.  Duer  the  18"  Inst. 

Yesterday  Evening  I  was  favored  with  yours  of  the  15"  &  16". 
Last  Night  twelve  O'Clock  the  agreable  Intelligence  from  the 
Northward  which  you  will  learn  from  the  Papers  I  have  the 
Pleasure  to  enclose  you  came  to  Hand.  We  had  an  Account  of 
this  Action  and  of  the  Recapture  of  Ticonderoga  two  Days  be- 
fore, but  not  so  well  authenticated.  Our  affairs  to  the  Northward 
exceed  our  highest  Expectations  and  I  doubt  not  but  our  Suc- 
cesses there  will  contribute  in  some  measure  to  heighten  the 
Spirits  of  our  Southern  Army  and  conduce  to  render  the  present 
Campaign  decisive. 

We  wait  with  the  utmost  Anxiety  for  the  Issue  of  a  second 
Engagement  between  Genl.  Washington  &  Genl.  Howe  and  I  beg 
you  will  continue  to  give  me  the  earliest  Intelligence  of  every 
Event  worth  communicating.  I  am  happy  to  hear  of  Mr.  Oner's 
Recovery  to  whom  please  to  present  my  best  Respects. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 

Your  most  obed'  Ser' 

[G.  C] 
P.  S.  Eleven  Regiments  of  our  Militia  were  ordered  out  on  the 
Acco't  of  the  Enemy's  crossing  over  into  New  Jersey,  since  which 
on  the  advancing  of  the  Enemy's  army  to  the  Northward  I  have 
ordered  out  every  other  Regiment  in  the  State  the  County  of 
Tryon  &  a  Regim't  at  Schoharry  with  small  Guards  to  secure  the 
Country  ag't  internal  Enemies  excepted  to  rt-inforce  Genl.  Gates' 
army.  They  have  marched  acordingly  but  I  expect  our  late  Suc- 
cesses will  <*nable  them  soon  to  return  Home. 
[To  James  Duane  Esq.] 
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[No.  789.] 

Andrew  Taylor,  Deputy  Quartermaster-Oeneral  Congratulates  George 

Clinton. 

N.  Burgh  2(;tli  Scpt'r  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Exceleneie, 

I  will  Enqueer  after  the  Vessel  you  mention;  will  SiMid  her  if 

she  is  to  be  had  in  the  time;  if  not  you  may  be  asshured,  I  will 

send  the  most  comodious  that  is  to  be  had.    I  am  sorrcy  to  here 

of  my  Lady's  unwellness.    I  congratulate  your  Excellence  on  the 

good  newes  of  our  army  to  the  Northward,  God  send  them  far 

ther  Success,  I  think  The  Colo'I  of  the  Queens  Regt,  has  throwed 

himself  in  a  Nett.    I  am  in  haste  your  M't  Obt.  H'le  Serv't 

And'w  Taylor  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
His  Excelle'e  George  Clinton. 


[No.  790.] 

Gen.  Parsons  Reports  to  Gen.  Putnam  His  Belief  that  the  Enemy 

will  Attack  the  North  River  Posts. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  from    Genl.    Parsons — Dated    White 
Plains  26th  Septem'r  1777. 
Dear  Genl. 

I  have  a  Large  party  Just  Returnd  from  East  Chester  from 
whence  they  Cross'd  thro'  Mile  Square  to  Phillips's  with  small 
parties  advanc'd  near  the  Enemy:  by  them  and  in  a  Variety  of 
other  ways  I  Learn  the  Enemy  Design  an  Excurtion,  into  the 
Country  probably  as  far  as  Croton  River,  their  object  is  to  clear 
the  country  of  cattle  &c. 

Yesterday  they  had  a  Field  day  at  which  all  the  Mulitia  of 
West  Chester  were  obliged  to  attend.  They  have  oideied  their 
Bakers  to  work  Day  and  night  to  prepare  Hard  Bread  for  the  pur- 
pose.   'Tis  also  said  the  ships  are  to  go  up  the  River  to  Receive 
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the  Troops  if  necessary.  Col.  liyard  with  his  Regiment  eame  over 
from  I'owles  Hook  yester<la.v;  and  twn  Uesorlers  who  came  in 
this  morning  say  they  understo(,d  the  I'osl  was  Evacuated.  By 
every  Circumstance  I  can  find,  I  think  they  will  he  out  on  this 
Business  verry  soon,  perhaps  in  a  Day  or  two.  I  ought  not  to 
forget  to  mention  that  the  Enemy  have  a  considerable  number 
of  Horse. 

27th.  I  have  this  moment  Received  accounts  by  Mr.  Fanning 
from  New  York  that  Sixty  ships  arrived  the  Day  before  yester- 
day with  Recruits,  He  says  he  Judges  by  the  best  Intelligence 
he  can  get  they  amount  to  three  thousand  &  upwards,  British 
and  CJerman  Troops,  this  perhaps  may  alter  th"  face  of  affairs, 
and  perhaps  may  enable  them  to  make  a  Real  attack  on  the  North 

River  Posts. 

&c. 


[No.  791.] 
The  Governor  Introduces  ^fr.  Tappcn  to  Gen.  Heath. 

Kingston  27th  Sep'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  cant  suffer  so  favourable  an  Opportunity  as  the  present  by 

Mr.  Tappen  my  Relation  who  intends  vissiting  your  Metropolis 

jtass  without  troubling  you  with  a  Line  to  let  you  know  I  am 

yet  in  the  Land  of  the  Living  and  as  a  Testimony  of  the  Sense 

I  retain  of  our  former  Friendship  &  the  Regard  I  continue  to  owe 

you — Time  will  not  peiiiiit  me  to  say  a  Thousand  Things  I  have 

to  iiieiitioM.     Our  Allairs  to  the  Northward  wears  a  favourable 

Aspect  &  we  wait  with  the  utmost  anxiety  for  the  Event  of  a 

geneial  Action  to  the  Southwaid  which  from  the  last  Accounts 

1   have  had   frdiii   that    (Quarter   we  have  a  Right  to  expect  has 
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taken  Place  before  this  &  ou  which  much  depends.     Mr.  'I'a|>pfn 

who  has  been  long  in  the  Councils  of  this  State  will  be  able  io 

inform  you  of  any  Particulars  you  may  wish  to  know  n-lativc 

to  our  public  Affairs  here  to  whom  I  must  begg  Leave  to  n-ft-r 

you  &  am  with  best  Compliments  to  those  of  your  Farailly  as  I 

had  the  Pleasure  of  knowing  in  the  Army  «&  particiilarl.v  lo  ymir 

Lady  &  Children  I  am  S'r  Avitli  ]iarticular  Esteem 

Your  Most  Obe't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clin' 
Major  Genl.  Heath.  

[No.  792.] 
The  Oovenior  Writes  of  Reinforcements  to  Gen.  Putnam. 

Sep'r  23d  [28th]  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

I  Am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  27th  Instant  inclosing  a 
Copy  of  Genl.  Washington's  Letter  of  the  23d  Inst.  I  am  dis- 
tressed as  well  by  the  State  of  our  affairs  to  the  Southward 
as  by  the  Weak  Situation  your  Post  will  be  left  in  on  send- 
ing off  the  Reinforcement  ordered  to  join  Genl.  Washington  and 
shall  use  every  Means  in  my  Power  to  give  you  Succor.  The 
whole  of  the  Militia  except  the  11  Regts.  I  ordered  to  your  Quar- 
ter &  the  Posts  in  the  High  Lands  &  small  Guards' left  at  Home 
to  secure  the  Country  ag't  Internal  Enemies  are  ordered  to  rein- 
force Genl.  Gates'  Army  &  have  actually  marched  for  tlial  Tin- 
pose  &  before  this  must  have  joined  him.  The  only  Thing  I  can 
further  do  therefore  is  to  lay  the  Matter  before  the  Legislature 
&  urge  them  to  pass  such  effectual  Laws  for  the  better  Kegula- 
tion  of  the  Militia  as  will  enable  us  to  compell  them  to  their 
Duty  &  keep  them  in  the  Field.     I  am  with  great  Kegard  your 

most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

Genl.  Putnam. 
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r.  JS.  1  must  begg  that  you  ^:  uiy  Brother  will  write  to  the 
Colonels  of  the  DilTerent  Kegiments  who  are  difficient  to  send 
forward  their  Men.     This  I  am  sure  will  have  a  good  Effect. 


[No.  793.] 
The  Governor  Orders  His  Colonels  to  Reinforce  the  Posts  in  the 

Highlands. 

Kingston  Sep'r  29"  1777. 

Sir, 

By  Letters  just  rec'd  by  Express  from  the  Honorable  Major 
Genl.  Putnam  dated  the  27"  &  28"  Inst,  and  Copies  of  Letters 
from  Genl.  Parsons  inclosed  there  is  the  utmost  Reason  to  appre- 
hend that  the  Enemy  stationed  at  New  York  and  Kingsbridge 
are  much  more  numerous  than  was  generally  expected,  and  that 
they  are  making  great  and  speedy  Preparations  for  an  Expedi- 
tion which  there  can  be  little  Doubt  must  be  intended  against 
the  County  of  W:  Chester  and  the  Posts  and  Passes  in  the  High- 
lands, As  an  Attempt  of  this  Kind  will  co-operate  with  their 
Northern  Army  under  Genl.  Burgoyne  to  which  also  they  may 
be  induced  by  the  weakness  of  those  Posts  by  the  large  Reinforce- 
ments lately  ordered  from  thence  for  Genl.  Washington — And  as 
the  Enemy  appear  determined  to  make  this  Campaign  decisive 
it  becomes  our  indispensible  Duty  for  a  few  weeks  Longer  to 
Irersevere  in  our  Services — and  by  spirited  Exertions  not  only 
give  Security  to  our  distressed  Countiy  [but]  render  the  Enemy 
so  weak  before  the  present  Season  is  ended  as  that  they  shall 
not  be  able  to  enter  upon  another  Campaign  with  the  least  Pros- 
pect of  success. 

You  will  therefore  immediately  march  one  half  of  your  Regi- 
ment completely  armed,  equipped  and  accoutred  to  Peek's  Kill 
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to  the  Reinforcement  of  the  Array  there  under  Genl.  I'utnam 
to  continue  in  Service  for  one  Month  unless  sooner  dismissod  & 
then  to  be  relieved  by  the  other  half  of  the  Regiment.  You  will 
also  put  the  other  half  of  your  Regiment  under  marching  Orders 
to  be  ready  upon  the  shortest  Notice. 

I  am  &c. 

[G.C.] 

I  am  extremely  surprized  that  tho'  the  whole  of  your  Regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  march  to  the  Reinforcement  of  Genl.  Put- 
nam's Army  no  more  than  300  men  of  6  Regiments  ordered  for 
that  Service  have  joined  him. 

[To  Cols.  Field,  Ludinton,  Brinckerhoff,  Humphrey,  Suther- 
land, Freer  and  Swartwout.] 


[No.  794.] 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck  Sends  the  Governor  a  Package  of  Lottery  Tickets. 

Albany  ye  29th  Sept.  1777. 
S'r, 

I  Rec'd  Directions  from  John  Ord  Esqr.  Sitting  Manager  of 

the  United  States  Lottery  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  800 

Tickets.     The  Tickets  being  put  up  in  packets  of  900,  I  thought 

best  to  send  one  packet  No.  27,  Contain'g  900  State  Lottery 

Tickets,  Signed  by  Jno.  Purviance,  put  up  by  S.  Delany  No.  23m 

401  a  24  m  300.     I  Remain  with  Great  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Humb'e  Serv't 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 
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[No.  79.".] 

George  Clintnu  OrJrrs  Cols.  Allison,  MeClntjhry  and  Ilasbrouck  to 

March  Half  Their  Commands  at  Once  to  liiinfnrcc  Ilim. 

Kingston  29th  Sep'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

From  Ac'c'ounis  received  lust  Evening  fi<»in  the  Ilonble.  ]\Iajor 
Genl.  Putnam,  I  have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  that  the 
Enemy  (who  are  much  more  numerous  at  New  York  &  King's 
Bridge  than  we  supposed  them  to  be)  intend  very  spcedilly  to 
make  an  Attempt  ag't  the  Passes  &  Fortresses  in  the  Highlands 
&  thereby  at  least  make  a  Diversion  in  Favor  of  their  Northern 
Army  &  shoud  they  succeed  form  a  Junction  with  them.  To 
prevent  their  Success  in  a  Design  which  if  prosperous  woud 
effect  a  Comjuest  of  the  State,  every  Nerve  shoud  be  strained. 
You  are,  therefore,  on  Receipt  hereof  immediatly  to  order  in  to 
Fort  ^lontgomery  the  one  half  of  the  whole  Militia  of  your 
County,*  compleatly  armed  equipped  &  accoutred  to  continue  in 
Service  for  one  Month  from  the  Time  of  their  having  actually 
marched  (if  not  sooner  dismissed),  And  to  be  relieved  by  the  re- 
maining half  at  (he  End  of  (hat  Time,  who  you  are  also  to  put 
under  Marching  Orders  to  be  ready  on  a  Moment's  Warning. 
The  Weak  State  of  the  Army  under  Genl.  Putnam  occassioned 
by  tlic  laic  Kciiiforcem'ts  ordcid  from  Ihence  for  Genl.  \\'ash- 
ington's  Army  renders  this  Measure  absolutely  necessary. 

I  am  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't. 
[G.  C] 

[To  Cols.  Allison,  McClaghry  and  Hasbrouck.] 


•The  word  "  Reg't."  Is  substituted  for  the  word  "County"  in  the  letters  to  Cols. 
McClaghry  and  Hasbrouck. 
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[No.  79G.] 

HE  SENDS  REINFORCEMENTS  TO  GEN.  PUTNAM. 

And  Reports  the  Dispositions  He  has  Made  to  Rccrirc  the  Enemy. 

Kingston  291  li  Si-p'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Favour  of  yesterday  inclosin*;  Copies  of 
Letters  wliicli  you  have  received  from  Genl.  Parsons.  I  tliink  it 
highly  probable  from  the  several  Accounts  yon  ]ia\c  rcicivcd 
that  the  Enemy  design  an  Attempt  ag't  your  Post  and  the  Fort- 
resses in  the  Highlands  as  this  will  at  least  be  making  a  Diver 
sion  in  Favour  of  their  Northern  Army,  if  nothing  more,  tho  I 
doubt  their  Numbers  at  New  York  &  King's  Bridge  being  as 
great  as  those  Accounts  make  them;  &  I  believe  the  Reinforce 
ment  mentioned  by  Mr.  Fanning  is  nothing  more  than  the  Arrival 
of  their  sick  &  wounded  from  Genl.  Howe's  Army. 

However  I  may  be  much  Misstaken  in  my  Opinion  &  we  shoud 
always  prepare  for  the  Worst. 

I  am  much  surprised  to  learn  you  have  so  small  a  Number  of 
the  Militia  with  you.  I  had  ordered  Six  intire  Regiments  from 
Dutchess  County  to  join  you  which  I  have  not  countermanded. 
I  have  always  found  it  impracticable  to  draw  out  the  whole  of 
the  Militia  in  any  Quarter  wherefore  I  have  now  oidered  one  half 
of  the  same  Regiments  to  wit,  Freere's  Southerland's  Umphrey's 
Swarthoudt's  Brinckerhoof's  Fields'  &  Ludington's  ininiediatly 
to  march  to  your  Reinforcem't  to  continue  in  Service  for  one 
Month  &  then  to  be  relieved  by  the  Remaining  Half  who  aie  also 
to  hold  themselves  in  Readiness  to  march  on  a  Moment's  warn- 
ing. The  West  Chester  Militia  you  will  please  to  order  in  to 
your  Assistance  if  wanted. 

By  the  inclosed  Letters  to  my  Brother  Cols.  Allison  Hasbrouck 
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&  McClaghry  you  will  see  the  Steps  I  have  taken  to  Strengthen 

the  Fortresses  in  the  Highlands  which  after  reading  you  will 

please  to  forward  to  Fort  Montgomery.    I  am  D'r  Sir 

Your  Most  Obed'  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Maj'r  Genl.  Putnam.  

[No.  797.] 

Ee  Sends  Instructions  to  His  Brother  James. 

Kingston  29th  Sep'r  1777. 
Dear  Brother, 

In  Consequence  of  Accounts  received  last  Night  from  Major 

Genl.  Putnam  I  have  issued  the  inclosed  Orders  which  you  will 

please  to  forward  to  the  OflScers  to  whom  they  are  directed.    You 

will  make  such  Disposition  of  the  Militia  ordered  to  your  Post  as 

will  in  your  Opinion  be  most  Conducive  to  the  public  Safety. 

If  the  Situation  of  our  Affairs  shoud  require  it  you  will  also  order 

to  your  reinforcement  the  remaining  half  of  the  Militia  of  Orange 

&  the  two  Regts.  in  the  South  End  of  Ulster  without  waiting  my 

further  order. 

I  am  yours  Afifectionately 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Our  Affairs  to  the  Northward  wear  a  very  favourable  Aspect. 
Our  Army  there  [is]  strong  already  &  gaining  Strenghth  every 
Day  so  that  I  hope  the  Enemy  in  that  Quarter  if  not  seconded  by 
some  Diversion  from  the  Southward  will  neither  be  able  to  ad- 
vance or  Retreat. 
[To  Gen.  James  Clinton.] 


[No.  798.]* 
Oeorge  Clinton  to  Col.  Allison,  September  29,  1777. 

•  No.  798  li  IdenUcal  with  7IS. 
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[No.  799.] 
Major  Taylor  Hunting  for  a  Sloop. 

New  Burgh  29tli  Sept'r  1777. 

I  Received  your  Excellencie's  favour  and  sent  Cap!.  lielkn.-ij) 
over  to  Fish  Kill;  there  has  been  no  sloop  this  way  since,  that  is 
fit  for  the  Purpose,  nor  at  N.  Windsor.  I  then  sent  him  off  to 
Montgomery,  to  look  up  Capt.  Palmer,  but  he  is  Detained  at  the 
Fort  with  workmen  on  Board. 

[t  gives  me  much  Uneaseyness.  It  has  so  happened  I  have  only 
been  one  Day  at  home  since  my  self  till  this  moment — when  I 
imediately  inquired  of  Capt.  Belkaap  if  he  had  sent  your  Excel- 
encie  a  fit  Vessel  when  he  informed  me  of  the  above — but  Capt. 
Lewies,  is  gone  up  with  his  sloop  yesterday  morning,  to  Esopue, 
and  is  to  Call  on  your  Exeellencie  he  went  off  without  Capt.  Bel- 
knap knowledge  &  I  was  out  of  the  way,  the  Capt.  was  going  to 
take  her  after  being  Disappointed,  of  Palmer,  as  she  is  the  most 
sutible  in  this  place  at  present,  I  have  sent  a  Note  by  the  Light 
Horse  man  to  order  her  to  attend  on  your  Excelency — and  am 
with  submition  your  m't  Obt.  Hu'le  Servant 

And'w  Taylor  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
His  Excelency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  800.] 
WESTCHESTER'S  EXPOSED  CONDITION. 

Appeals,  to  George  Clinton  for  Assistance  and  for  Reinforcements. 

In  General  Committee  for  Westchester  County  Bedford  30th 
Sept.  1777. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &c.  of  the 

State  of  New  York. 
S'r, 

We  have  received  certain  Intelligence  that  the  Enemy  are 
making  the  greatest  Preparations  to  advance  into  our  County 
23 
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and  8weep  all  the  Stock  from  Croton  River  to  Kings  Bridge  be- 
fore tbeni.  Many  zealous  &  worthy  Friends  to  our  Cause  Inhabit- 
ants of  this  County  must  inevitably  sulTer  if  thiy  remain  long 
in  their  present  exposed  Situation  where  they  must  be  open  to 
the  Depredations  of  the  Enemy.  We  therefore  the  General  Com- 
mittee for  AVestchester  County  both  from  the  Duty  we  owe  to 
our  Country  &  Constituents  are  compelled  humbly  to  pray  that 
your  Excellency  as  Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
militia  in  this  State  will  immediately  dispatch  some  Troops  to 
our  assistance  and  give  positive  Directions  to  the  Field  Officers  in 
this  County  to  order  out  their  Militia  Regiments  and  continue 
them  in  action  untill  our  present  apprehension  be  in  some  meas- 
ure removed.  We  have  thought  proper  at  this  Time  of  publick 
alarm  with  the  advice  of  the  Field  officers  of  this  County  to  call 
out  the  Militia,  hoping  that  our  Conduct  may  meet  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's approbation.  Should  be  sincerely  glad  that  you  would 
send  Orders  to  the  Field  officers  to  continue  their  Militia  in  Ser- 
vice, as  we  are  well  convinced  our  authority  does  not  extend  so 
far  as  to  do  it:  We  beg  that  your  Excellency  may  lake  our  Case 
into  your  serious  Consideration  &  be  "pleased  to  order  into  our 
County  some  further  Relief  than  we  are  able  to  collect  amongst 
ourselves,  as  what  Militia  we  can  muster  will  neither  be  suffi- 
cient to  retard  the  Progress  of  the  Enemy  in  Case  they  advance, 
nor  prove  numerous  enough  to  drive  the  Stock  out  of  their  Reach. 
We -send  to  your  Excellency  inclosed  a  Letter  from  Brigadier 
General  Parsons  directed  to  the  Committee  which  he  wrote  be- 
fore he  received  Orders  to  march  to  Peeks  Kill:  Whilst  he  lay  at 
the  White  Plains  the  well  affected  Inhabitants  in  this  County 
seemed  to  be  in  a  State  of  Safety  and  matters  to  bear  a  favour- 
able appearance,  but  since  he  has  departed  a  dark  &  gloomy 
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Cloud  seems  to  bang  hovering  over  us,  the  Enemy  preparing  to 
make  their  Incursions  into  the  Country  where  Depredations  & 
savage  Barbarity  will  be  the  Consequence:  We  wish  &  earnostly 
pray  that  your  Excellency  will  grant  us  our  humble  Request  and 
extend  once  more  the  Hand  of  Friendship  to  our  assistance. 
Being  from  us  who  as  in  Duty  bound  ever  pray  tli.ii  :ill  vdur  ac- 
tions may  be  crowned  with  Su.cces«. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee  &  Field  officers  of  \\'est('hester 

County. 

Abraham  Leggett^  Chair'n. 

P.  S.  This  Day  we  have  r^eceived  Intelligence  from  Mr.  Leake 
Hunt  who  Night  before  last  fled  from  the  Enemy  that  the  com- 
manding officers  at  or  near  King  Bridge  are  putting  arms  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Westchester. 


[No.  801.] 
TJis  Case  of  Thomas  Eadden. 

In  Assembly,  Oct'r  2d  1777. 

A  petition  of  Thos.  Hadden  was  presented  to  the  House  &  Is  In  the  words  following 
to  ■vfit— 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  ot  the  State  of  New  York  In  Assembly 

The  Petition  of  Thomas  Hadden  a  prisoner  in  the  Goal  of  the  County  of  Ulster 
Most  humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  hath  long  endured  the  rigors  of  a  close  confinement,  upon  the 
Imputation  of  having  knowingly  passed  counterfeit  money,  of  which  Crime  he  Is 
entirely  innocent.  And  altho'  he  hath  made  earnest  and  repeated  applications  to  the 
late  Convention  &  Council  of  Safety,  praying  to  be  liberated  from  his  said  Conflnement 
and  admitted  to  Bail,  yet  from  their  constant  attention  to  objects  of  heater  and  more 
general  Importance  all  the  requests  of  your  Petitioner  were  of  no  avail. 

That  on  the  first  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  Seventy  Seven  your  Petitioner  made  application  to  John  Jay.  Robert  Yates 
&  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquires,  separately  for  a  writ  of  Hab.  Corpus,  which  (as  your 
Petitioner  is  advised  by  his  Council)  ho  hath  a  right  to  claim  the  Benefit  of.  But  to 
the  great  surprize  of  your  Petitioner  the  sai^  writ  was  refused;  the  said  John  Jay, 
Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  respectfully  alledging  to  your  Petitioner,  that  by 
an  ordinance  of  the  late  Convention  they  had  been  appointed  JusUces  of  the  Suprem* 
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Court  of  this  State  to  hold  the  said  Offices  If  respectively  approved  of  by  the  said 
Council  for  the  appointment  of  OfflcerB  at  tM-ir  flrat  Session;  that  the  said  Council  at 
Buch  their  first  Session  had  omitted  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  said  appointment 
of  them  the  said  John  Jay,  Robert  Yatea  and  John  Slosa  Hobart,  and  that  altho  no 
persons  had  been  In  their  place  and  Stead  appointed  by  the  said  Council  to  the  Offlcea 
aforesaid,  yet  they  conceived  that  by  reason  of  the  defect  of  such  approbation  as  afore- 
Baid,  their  authority  to  exercise  the  said  Offices  was  suspended. 

That  the  said  refusal  of  them  the  said  John  Jay,  Robert  Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart 
your  petitioner  1b  grieviously  Injured  and  oppressed  and  deprived  of  one  of  the  moat 
valuable  Priviledges  of  a  free  Subject. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  applies  to  you  as  the  grand  Inquest  of  this  State  for  a 
Redress  of  Grievance,  and  deeply  Interested  in  the  free  Constitution  of  his  Country, 
he  begs  Leave  to  observe  to  your  Honorable  House,  that  the  Channels  of  Justice  are 
Stopped  up  In  this  Land,  and  the  Subject  deprived  of  thpse  Benefits  which  flow  from  a 
due  Execution  of  the  Laws.  Wherefore  he  calls  upon  you  the  Guardians  of  the  people 
of  the  State  of  New  York  to  assert  &  vindicate  their  rights  &  privileges. 

Your  Petitioner  further  most  humbly  implores  your  honorable  House  to  take  his 
Case  Into  their  Serious  Consideration  and  to  afford  him  such  Relief  In  the  premises  as 
they  shall  think  meet. 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray  &ca. 

Thomas  Hadden. 
Kingston  Goal  2d  Ocfr  1777. 

Ordered  that  the  Consideration  of  the  s'd  Petition  be  postponed  until  the  after- 
noon A 

Ordered  That  John  Jay  Robert  Yates  &  John  Sloss  Hobart  Esqrs.  do  respectively 
attend  this  House  at  four  o'Clock  this  afternoon  and  that  the  Clerk  serve  them  with  a 
Copy  of  the  said  Petition  &  of  this  order. 

4  ta'ho.  P.  M. 

John  Jay,  Robert  Yates  &  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esqrs.  attending  according  to  order 
the  petition  of  Thoa.  Hadden  Presented  to  the  House  this  morning  wae  again  read. 
And  the  said  Jehn  Jay  Robert  Yates  &  John  Sloss  Hobart  Baqulres  by  order  of  the 
House  were  asked  by  the  Speaker  if  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  said  petition  are  true 
to  which  they  replied  in  the  affirmative.  And  the  said  John  Jay,  Robert  Yates  and 
John  Slosa  Hobart  being  then  asked  to  assign  their  Reasons  for  refusing  to  allow  a 
Habeas  Corpua  to  the  petitioner,  they  desired  Leave  to  deliver  their  reasons  in  writing 
which  being  read  are  in  the  words  following  to  wit— 

The  Reasons  of  John  Jay  Robert  Yates  and  John  Slosa  Hobart  Esqrs.  for  refualng 
the  Habeaa  Corpus  mentioned  in  the  Petition  of  Thomaa  Hadden  to  the  Honorable  the 
Representatlvea  of  the  State  of  New  York  In  Assembly 

That  by  an  ordinance  of  the  late  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  York  passed  the 
8th  day  of  May  last  for  organizing  and  establishing  the  Government  agreed  to  by  the 
said  Convention  many  of  the  most  necessary  Officers  of  Government  were  appointed, 
and  among  others  the  aald  John  Jay  was  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  the  aald  Robert 
Yates  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  puisne  Judges  of  this  State. 

That  the  aald  Ordkiance  after  reciting  "  That  It  would  be  proper  tirat  all  Offlcera 
within  tblB  State  be  aa  soon  as  poaslble  appointed  in  the  mode  for  ttiat  purpose  pre- 
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scribed  by  the  Constitution  did  therefore  resolve  that  111  uud  Blugulur  lUo  oOktrij 
therein  before  appointed  should  respectively  hold  their  Offices  according  to  the  tenure 
of  sucii  offlceB  respectively  specified  in  the  said  Constltutioa  if  reapeclivilv  approved  of 
by  the  Council  for  the  appointment  of  Officers  at  their  flrst  Bcaalon." 

That  on  the  16th  day  of  September  last  this  Honorable  House  did  nominate  and 
appoint  four  Senators,  to  wit,  the  honorable  John  Morln  Scott,  Abraham  Yates,  Jeaso 
WoodhuU  and  Alexander  Webster  Esqrs.  to  be  the  said  Council  for  the  Appolntnujiit  of 
Officers  in  this  State. 

That  the  said  Council  have  held  their  first  Session  and  have  neither  approved  or  dis- 
approved of  the  appointment  of  the  said  John  Jay,  Robert  Yates  or  John  Sloes  Hobart 
to  flie  offices  aforesaid  as  they  are  Informed.  Wherefore  they  were  irnanlmously  of 
Opinion  that  they  were  no  longer  authorized  to  exercise  the  said  Offlcea,  and  therefore 
did  yesterday  refuse  to  grant  a  Habeas  Corpus  to  the  said  Thomas  HadQen  as  men- 
tioned in  his  said  Petition,  and  they  are  the  more  induced  to  think  this  Opinion  right 
as  it  corresponds  with  that  of  one  of  the  honorable  Members  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, who  assisted  In  framing  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  thence  an  Opportunity  of 

being  well  acquainted  with  its  true  intent  &  meaning. 

John  Jay 

Robert  Yates 

John   Sloss  Hobart 
Kingston  Octob'r  2d  1777. 

\ 

[No.  802.] 

Council  of  Appointment  Directed  to  Fill  the  Offices  Under  the  New 

Constitution. 

Assembly  Chamber,  Kingston  Oct'r  2d  1777. 

Eefeolved  that  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Appointment  be 
requested  to  approve  of  the  several  Officers  appointed  by  an 
Ordinance  of  the  late  Convention  for  organizing  and  establishing 
the  Government  agreed  to  by  the  said  Convention  or  to  appoint 
others  in  their  Stead  to  the  End,  that  the  Governor  may  be  en- 
abled to  issue  Commissions  to  such  officers  as  they  may  so  ap- 
prove of  or  appoint. 

By  order  of  the  Assembly. 

Walter  Livingston  Speaker. 
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[No.  803.] 
A  Guard  Oidcrcd  fur  the  Fleet  Prison  and  Jail  at  Kingston. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  assembly  to  forward  to  your  Excellency 
tlie  inclosed  Kesolutlons  of  the  House. 

I  am  your  Excellen's  Most  Ob'  Hum'le  Serv' 

Walter  Livingston. 
Kingston  Oct'r  2,  1777. 

llis  Excell'y  George  Clinton  Esq. 


State  of  New  York. 

In  Senate— September  30th  1777. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  informed  that 
the  time  of  Service  of  Capta*i  Schoonmaker's  Company  who  are 
engaged  to  guard  the  State  Prisoners  confined  in  the  Goal  at 
Kingston  and  on  board  the  fleet  Prison  will  expire  this  Day 
and  that  his  Excellency  be  requested  immediately  to  provide  for 
the  continuance  of  a  Guard  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  in  such 
way  as  he  shall  think  proper;  and  that  this  Senate  will  concur 
w  ith  the  Honorable  House  of  Assiembly  in  making  the  necessary 
Provision  for  defraying  the  Expence  thereof. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Pawling  wait  on  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  with  a  Copy  of  the  aforegoing  Resolution. 
Signed  by  Order  of  the  Senate 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Pres'dt. 

State  of  New  York. 

Assembly  Chamber  October  Ist  1777. 

Resolved  that  this  House  concur  with  the  Honorable  Senate 

in  their  Resolution  of  yesterday  requesting  his  Excellency  to 

provide  for  the  Continuance  of  a  Guard  for  the  State  prisoners 
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confined  in  the  Goal  at  Kingston  and  on  lioard  of  the  Fleet 
prison  in  such  way  as  he  shall  think  proper;  and  that  this  House 
will  provide,  with  the  Concurrence  of  the  Honorable  Senate,  for 
defraying  the  necessary  Expence  thereof. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Schenck  &  Mr.  Dunscomb  wait  on  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  with  a  Copy  of  this  Resolution;  And  that 
Mr.  Rea  &  Mr.  Van  Houten  present  a  Copy  of  the  said  Resolu- 
tion to  the  Honorable  the  Senate. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes. 

John  McKesson  Clk. 


[No.  804.] 

John  McKesson  Reports  the  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly  on  Hadden'a 

Petition. 
D'r  Sir, 

The  petition  of  Hadden  was  read — a  full  abstract  of  it  entered 
on  the  minutes.  Mr.  Morris  (who  drew  the  petition)  assigned 
some  reasons  why  it  should  be  entered  in  hac  verba  a  majority 
of  the  House  agreed  to  it — in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  the  Judges 
assigned  their  reasons— it  was  carried  by  a  great  majority  that 
they  were  Satisfactory— a  resolution  that  they  were  Satisfactory 
was  entered  and  then  followed  the  resolution  of  which  the 
-Speaker  has  enclosed  you  a  Copy. 

A  great  Majority  of  the  House  want  the  petition  &  reasons 
taken  off  the  minutes  and  only  abstracts  of  them  entered  but 
Mr.  Morris  has  declared  he  will  not  consent— when  it  is  moved 
he  refuses— &  it  is  said  it  cannot  be  done  without  the  Consent 
of  every  member. 
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Our  Little  Family  are  well.    My  best  Comp'ts  to  Mrs.  Clinton, 
Mrs.  Tappen,  my  Sister  Mrs.  Blau,  the  major,  &ca. 
I  am  most  respectfully  your  most  obdt. 

John  McKesson. 
Saturday  A.  M.  10  o'Clock  Oct'r  4th  [177t]. 
His  Excellency  the  Gov'r. 


[No.  805.] 
Gen.  James  Clinton  Reports  the  Movement  of  the  Enemy  Vp  the 

River. 

Fort  Montgomery  4th  October  1777. 
Dear  Brother. 

By  Capt.  Lieut.  Gano  of  the  Artillery  who  has  just  come  from 
Peeks  Kill  he  informs  me  that  the  Enemy  are  Landed  at  Terry 
Town,  that  they  have  several  Transports,  &  some  men  of  Warr, 
with  a  number  of  flat  Bottom'd  Boats,  &  that  the  inhabitants 
at  Peeks  Kill  are  all  moving  away,  and  are  in  the  Utmost  Con- 
fusion. I  have  had  no  Account  from  Genl.  Putnam.  I  am 
informed  he  is  gone  Down  towards  Kings  Ferry  to  reconiter  &c. 
Our  Gallies  &  Privateer  Sloop  has  not  yet  come  up— neither  has 
there  been  any  Alarm  Guns  Fired,  tho'  there  has  been  about 
8  or  10  Cannon  heard  below— there  is  very  few  of  the  Militia 
yet  come  Down.  I  Can't  tell  you  the  number  as  I  have  had' 
no  Returns  from  them  as  yet — there  has  no  Field  OflScers  come 
down  with  any  of  the  Regim'ts  Except  Major  DuBois  of  Colo. 
Hasbrouck's  Rigt.  which  are  at  Fort  Constitution. 

I  have  waited  some  time  thinking  I  might  have  an  Express 
from  Genl.  Putnam  with  a  more  Certain  Account — but  as  I  have 
Receiv'd  none;  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  Earliest  notice 
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Possible.     Upon  the  Enemies  Approach,  You  may  Expect  to  hear 

the  Alarm  Guns  fired  here. 

I  am  Yours  Affectionately 

James  Clinton. 
To  his  Exellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr. 

Gov'r  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


[No.  806.] 

George  Clinton  Sends  Instructions  to  His  Brother  James. 
New  Windsor  4th  October  7  P.  M.  [1777]. 

D'r  Brother, 

I  have  this  moment  rec'd  yours  of  this  Date  with  an  Account  of 
the  Enemy's  Landing  [at]  Tarry  Town,  &ca.  I  am  surprized  you 
have  not  had  a  particular  Account  of  it  from  Genl.  Putnam  & 
that  no  more  of  the  Militia  have  yet  arrived.  I  think  on  a  Con- 
firmation of  the  Account  you  had  better  send  Express  to  the 
OraMge  Regiments  to  march  in.     I  will  sot  out  for  your  Post  in 

the  Morning  early  &  am 

Yours  Affectionately 

Geo.  Clinton. 

I  think  the  Alarm  Guns  ought  to  be  fired  the  Moment  it  ap- 
pears probable  that  the  Enemy's  Intentions  are  higher  up  the 
River  or  that  is  certain  that  they  have  landed  any  Number  of 
Troops  at  Tarry  Town;  as  that  will  be  the  most  expeditious  Way 
of  collecting  the  Militia  to  oppose  their  Progress  but  for  this  I 
suppose  you  wait  Genl.  Putnam's  Orders  or  the  Alarm  Gun  at 
Peek's  Kill. 

[To  Gen.  James  Clinton.]     • 
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[No.  807.] 

WAR  AND   POLITICS. 

The  Oovevnor  Reports  to  the  Lecjislature  and  Discusses  the  Council 

of  Appointment. 

New  Windsor  4tli  Octob'r  1777.    • 

9  o'clock  in  the  Evening. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  Letter*  which  I  this  Moment  re- 
ceived by  Express  from  my  Brother  Gerl.  James  Clinton.  In 
Consequence  of  which  I  have  advised  him  immediatly  to  call  in 
to  his  Post  the  Orange  Militia  and  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  re- 
ceived a  Confirmation  of  the  Account,  to  fire  the  Signal  Guns  as 
the  most  expeditious  Method  of  collecting  the  whole  Militia  to 
oppose  the  Progress  of  Enemy  and  to  set  out  myself  early  Tomor- 
row Morning  for  that  Quarter. 

I  am  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
To  the  Honble.  the  Presid't  of  the 

Senate  &  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 

P.  S.  3  o'clock  Sunday  Morning.  You  have  inclosed  a  Copy 
of  a  Letter  from  Genl.  Putnam  which  I  have  just  now  received 
containing  a  more  particular  Acct.  of  the  Enemy  than  that  from 
my  Brother,  from  which  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe  the  Ene- 
my's Intentions  are  to  ravage  West  Chester  County  than  any 
Thing  serious  ag't  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands.  However  it  is,  but 
I  believe  that  a  Contrary  Opinion  prevails  at  Peek's  Kill;  least  I 
shoud  be  Misstaken  in  my  Conjecture  &  their  Design  shoud  realy 
be  what  Genl.  Putnam  suspects.  Late  last  Night  I  received  a 
Resolution  of  the  Honble.  the  Assembly  inclosed  in  a  Letter  from 

*  See  paee  360. 
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the  Speaker  requesting  the  Council  of  Appointment  to  approve  of 
the  several  OflScers  appointed  by  an  Ordinance  of  liie  late  Con- 
vention or  to  appoint  others  in  their  Stead.     1  cant  think  the 
Legislature  woud  wish  me  to  attend  a  Meeting  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment  till  the  Situation  of  our  public  Affairs  in  West 
Chester  County  be  changed  for  the  better.    It  was  the  Opinion  of 
the  Council  that  the  Appointment  of  all  such  Officers  woud  bo 
ttffectual  till  the  End  of  the  Present  Sessions  of  the  Legislature 
&  as  some  of  the  Gentlemen  who  compose  the  Council  were  of 
the  Committee  for  organizing  the  Government  I  conclude  they 
must   have  therefore   known   the  Meaning   of  the   Ordinance.- 
The  first  Session  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  my  Opinion 
is  not  yet  ended  nor  will  it  in  the  senae  of  the  Ordinance  till  the 
End  of  the  first  Sessions  of  the  Legislature  if  we  continue  regu- 
larly to  adjourn  over  which  we  have  hitherto  done,  otherwise  \tc 
shoud  at  our  first  Meeting  &  before  we^d  adjourned  at  all  to  hav« 
appointed  all  tho«e  Officers  which  would  have  been  for  want  of 
proper  Information  Imprudent.    To  prevent  all  Doubts  however 
I  will  as  early  as  in  my  Power  convene  the  Council  &  have  that 
Matter  settled. 

[No.  808.] 
Smith  Clark  Sends  to  George  Clinton  a  Receipt  for  a  Gun. 
Received  the  4th  October  1777  of  his  Excellency  George 
Clinton  Esqr.  one  Fuzee,  Currelled  Maple  Stock,  Brass  Mount- 
ings which  was  taken  with  a  Party  of  Traitors  under  Lieut.  Roosa 
by  Smith  Clark  &  Sam'l  Sly,  Ju'r  &  others  for  which  I  am  to  be 
accountable  to  those  that  were  of  the  Party  at  taking  the  same 
five  Guns  yet  remaining  with  Gov'r '€linton. 

Smith  Clark. 
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[No.  809.] 
Col.  Allison  Complnins  of  the  Grossly  Deficimt  Muster  of  the  MiUtia. 

Fort  Clinton  4th  Got.  1777. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  an  account  of  the  number  of  men  on  the 
ground,  from  the  Dififerant  Companies  In  your  Kogiment,  and  am 
sorry  to  Informe  you  that  the  genrl.  is  much  Displeas'd  to  find 
that  Instead  of  being  RoinfoFced  by  one  half  of  the  Melitia, 
their  is  not  yet  one  Hundred  men  from  our  two  Regts. 

The  news  is  that  there  is  about  60  sail  of  the  Enemies  Vessils 
with  a  number  of  Flat  Bottomed  Botes  Lying,  and  Landing  their 
men  at  Tarrytown. 

The  genrl.  Directed  me  to  Urge  your  Sending  Down  your  men 
with  all  possible  speed,  and  that  a  Field  officer  from  one  of  the 
Regts.  Come  to  take  the  Command. 

I  am  in  hast  your  Very  Humble  Serv't 

Wm.  Allison. 

N.  B.     Some  of  our  people  that  is  Come  Down  are  of  oppinion 
that  Colo.  Tustin  would  be  willing  to  Come  If  he  knew  he  was 
wanted. 
To  Colo.  Marvin.  

[No.  810.] 

John  McKesson  Receives  the  Lottery  Tickets. 

Kingston  Gct'r  4th  1777. 
Sir, 
Last  Evening  I  rec'd  by  a  Rider  from  Albany  a  Sealed  packett 

for  you  indorsed  as  Containing  900  Ticketts.  I  gave  a  reo't  for  it. 

I  forward  the  Letters  that  came  with  it  but  as  the  Gentleman 

who  carries  this  does  not  go  in  person  to  you  by  advice  of  the 

Speaker  I  retain  the  Ticketts. 

I  am  Sir  yeur  most  Obed't  ' 

John  McKesson, 
his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  811.] 

THE  ENEMY  KEPORTED  AT  STONY  POINT. 

Major  Moffat  Informs  James  Clinton  of  the  Result  of  a  SJcinnish 

tvith  Tories  near  Suffems. 

Ramapough  Clove  5th  Oct'r  1777. 
S'r, 

As  the  Enemy  are  in  Motion  &  their  destination  as  yet  un- 
known to  me,  I  thout  prudent  having  an  Opportunity  P'  Col. 
Livingston  to  advise  you  of  my  Strength  at  this  post  which  with 
the  reinforcement  I  have  received  from  Col.  Hathorn's  Reigment 
amounts  to  scarce  Two  Hundred  Men  Officers  included.  Major 
Wisner  who  is  with  the  last  detachment  says  they  are  not  all  in 
that  he  Expects  but  if  they  were  I  am  affraid  they  would  be 
insufficient  in  case  of  an  Attack  as  many  of  their  Arms  are  poor 
and  We  are  scarce  of  flints  having  none  but  what  are  in  Use  and 
many  of  them  badj  should  have  sent  to  you  for  some  to  day  but 
was  disappointed  in  geting  a  Horse  timeously  if  you  have  any 
Horse  men  t&  Spare  should  be  glad  you  would  send  me  some  by 
one  of  them. 

The  last  Account  I  had  of  the  Enemy  was  that  they  were  in 
Haverstraw  Bay  Standing  up  the  River,  their  Van  near  Stony 
Point  and  that  their  fleet  consisted  of  9  Topsail  Vessels  a  Num- 
ber of  Sloops,  Gallies  &c.  with  about  50  flat  Bottomed  Boats  and 
appeared  to  have  a  considerable  Number  of  Troops  on  Board. 

I  hav£  wrote  to  Major  Gutches  [Goetchius]  desireing  he  would 
afford  me  what  assistance  he  can  in  case  of  Necessity.  Should 
have  wrote  for  the  remainder  of  Col.  Hathorn's  Regiment  Wut 
expect  you  have  ordered  them  here — as  Col.  Malconib  is  yet  at 
home  should  be  glad  he  was  ordered  here  to  take  the  Conunand  if 
you  think  proper. 
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The  Day  before  yesterday  I  Received  intelligence  that  a  Num- 
ber of  Tory  Rascals  often  passed  to  New  York  through  the 
Mesonakos  Woods  below  Suffern's  and  often  took  honest  peoples 
Horses  with  them  to  the  Enemy.  Amongst  the  S»ffeprers  Mr.  Suf- 
feru  lost  Two  on  Thursday  Night  last  upon  which  he  gave  me  the 
above  information  aiad  offered  to  pilot  any  party  that  I  would 
send  out  to  waylay  them.  I  immediately  ordered  Capt.  Wood 
with  about  20  Men  to  go  to  Mr.  Suffers  about  dark  and  follow 
his  directions  who  accordingly  went  and  had  the  good  fortune 
about  Two  in  the  Morning  to  fall  in  with  a  parly  of  those  Villians 
to  the  Number  of  about  8  or  10  and  fired  upon  them  (after  Chal- 
lenging properly  and  they  refusing  to  Stand),  Killed  one  dead 
on  the  Spot  wounded  another  so  Badly  he  Died  Next  Morning 
about  9  o'clock. 

When  Capt.  Wood  fired  upou  thpm  he  had  bat  6  Men  with  him 
(having  sent  the  rest  to  surround  two  Suspected  Houses  in  that 
vicinity)  and  not  knowing  but  the  enemy  were  Numerous  (it  being 
very  dark  and  in  a  thick  Wood)  thought  it  prudent  to  retire  a 
little  distance  'till  he  could  collect  his  force  together,  by  which 
means  some  that  were  wounded  escaped — the  man  that  was 
found  alive  in  the  Morning  said  three  more  were  badly  woundvd. 

The  one  that  was  killed  Dead  has  in  his  pockcl  a  purse  witii 
7  half  Joes,  1  whole  Joe,  6  Guines,  4  Spanish  Dollers  and  some 
small  Silver  in  it;  he  had  also  with  him  a  pair  of  Silver  Shoe 
Buckles  and  knee  Buckles,  besides  a  Bundle  of  Cloaths — they 
found  one  Gun  and  some  other  Small  Matters— the  >\hole  I  sup- 
pose is  worth  between  50  &  GO  Pounds  which  I  have  ordered  the 
Capt.  to  divide  amongst  his  Men — it  is  most  probable  that  he  who 
was  killed  Dead  was  out  Inlisting  Men  as  he  brough  these  from 
Sterling,  Near  which  he  was  seen  and  the  Night  before  was  heard 
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to  drink  a  health  to  King  George  and  Damuatiou  to  the  Con- 
gress— his  name  was  Micael  Brady  as  appeared  by  a  pass  he  liad 
procured  from  Doeter  Joseph  Sacket  to  go  to  Philadelphia  it 
was  dated  the  17th  of  May  last — the  Name  of  the  other  I  have 
forgot. 

I  am  with  respect  Your  most  Obedient  &  very  Hum'e  Servant 

Thomas  Moffat  Major. 

To  Brig'r  Genl.  James  Clinton  Fort  Montgomery. 


[No.  812.] 
BATTLE  OF  GERMANTOWN. 

An  Excellent  Description  from  an  Anonymous  Correspondent. 
[Note  on   original   Copy.     "  Correct  any  Errors  in  spelling, 
&c.   &   it   may   be   publish'd — it   is   a   hasty   unexamind   copy. 
F.  D."] 

Camp  20  Miles  from  Philadelphia 
October  5th  1777. 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  that  I  was  in  hopes  a  Spirit  of  Enter- 
prize  would  soon  animate  our  Army.  I  had  grounds  for  what  I 
said,  from  two  interupted  Letters  which  fell  into  the  General's 
hands  we  found  that  the  Enemy's  army  were  considerably 
divided.  In  consequence  of  which  an  attack  of  the  Enemy  Situ- 
ated in  German  Town  was  planned,  in  the  following  order,  Sulli- 
van's &  Wayne's  division  with  Conway's  Brigade  &  Armstrong's 
Militia  were  to  form  our  right  Wing,  Green's  &  Stevens'  Divi- 
sions with  McDougall's  Brigade  &  Smallwood's  &  Foreman's 
Militia  our  left.  Sullivan's  &  Wayne's  divisions  were  to  attack 
the  left  Wing  of  the  Enemy  in  front,  while  Conway's  Brigade 
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attacked  it  in  flank,  &  Armstrong's  Militia  in  flank  &  rear; 
.Green's  &  Steven's  Divisions  were  to  attack  the  Right  of  the 
Enemy's  front,  McDougall's  Brigade  in  Flank,  &  Smallwood's  & 
Foreman's  in  flank  &  rear,  Maxwell's  &  Nash's  Brigade  formed 
our  Corps  de  Reserve  under  Lord  Sterlings. 

About  8  o'clock  on  Friday  Evening  we  marched  from  our 
Encampment  about  20  miles  from  Philadelphia,  &  in  order  to 
Shorten  the  line  of  march  as  much  as  possible  &  the  bette  to 
attack  the  different  parts  of  the  Enemy's  lines,  Conway,  Sullivan 
&  Wayne  followed  by  the  Reserve  marched  down  one  Road,  Green 
Stevens  &  McDougmll  another,  Armstrong  a  third,  &  Smallwood 
&  Foreman  a  fourth  Road.  The  attack  was  to  have  commenced 
at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  can  only  inform  you  of  what  was 
done  on  our  Right  as  it  was  in  that  part  that  I  was. 

About  ten  minutes  before  Six  o'Clock  in  the  morning  a  firing 
began  between  the  head  of  Conway's  Column  &  the  Enemy's 
pickett,  who  being  drove  back  were  Supported  by  their  Light 
Infantry,  by  which  time  Sullivan's  Division  marched  up  &  formed 
an^  a  very  warm  &  Close  firing  commenced  on  each  part. 
Wayne's  Division  soon  afterwards  got  up  to  their  ground,  and  as 
the  Contest  was  obstinate  Lord  Sterling  was  ordered  up  to  Sup- 
port Conway  and  Sullivan.  After  a  Sharp  conflict,  the  Enemy 
gave  ground,  and  in  a  Short  time  retreated  with  precipitation. 
Our  Troops  pursued  them  with  ardour,  and  with  as  much  haste 
as  the  nature  of  the  Ground  would  admitt,  which  was  exceed- 
ingly incuntered  with  fences,  the  pulling  down  of  which  not 
a  little  retarded  us.  During  the  Enemy's  flight  our  men  kept 
up  a  brisk  firing  upon  them,  &  pu»ued  them  above  two  miles, 
took  possession  of  their  upper  Camp  which  they  left  with  all 
their  furniture,  orderly  Books  &  victuals  remaining  in  it,  and 
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chased  them  as  far  as  Chew's  large  House  in  German  Town. 
Much  to  the  Honour  of  our  men  none  Staid  to  plunder  their 
Camp. 

The  Victory  over  the  left  Wing  of  the  Enemy  which  was  com- 
posed of  their  light  Infantry  &  best  Troops  was  to  all  appear- 
ances complete,  and  our  men  were  marching  on  to  possess  them- 
selves of  the  rest  of  German  Town  when  they  found  themselves 
very  much  galled  from  a  party  of  the  Enemy  which  had  threw 
themselves  into  Chew's  House.  This  is  a  large  Stone  building, 
I  believe,  of  above  60  feet  in  front,  with  two  pavillions  of  tfce 
Same  materials  in  its  rear.  Four  pieces  of  artillery  were  ordered 
to  play  upon  it  but  as  our  metal  was  not  heavy  &  the  Walls  were 
very  thick  our  Execution  was  then  but  trifling.  We  were  thus 
delayed  Some  time  by  this  confounded  House,  when  the  General 
gave  directions  &  file  off  to  the  right  &  left  of  it,  &  to  leave 
Ogden's  Kegiment  to  awe  the  party  in  it  Should  they  attempt 
when  we  passed  it  to  Selly  out  &  fall  upon  our  Rear;  but  before 
this  judicious  order  could  be  put  into  execution,  a  Strong  rein- 
forcement came  up  to  the  assistance  of  the  besieged  in  the  House 
and  a  Smart  firing  was  began  on  our  men,  after  this  has  lasted 
Some  time,  the  greatest  part  of  our  men  having  expended  all 
their  ammunition  broke  &  retreated  about  half  an  hour  after 
nine  o'Clock  but  brought  off  all  their  artillery  &  the  greatest  part 
of  their  wounded  with  them. 

I  can  relate  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge,  or  that  we  had  any 
information  of  upon  the  field  of  what  passed  on  our  left,  and 
can  only  impute  our  retreat  to  the  following  Circumstances:  The 
Morning  was  exceedingly  foggy,  &  the  fog  did  not  break  away 
during  the  whole  of  the  Engagement;  this  prevented  our  men 
from  having  always  a  clear  view  of  the  Enemy,  and  I  believe  they 
22 
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frequently  continued  firing  a  considerable  while  after  the  Enemy 
had  got  out  of  their  reach,  this  considering  the  length  of  time 
they  were  engaged,  (from  a  little  before  Six  till  ^  past  after  nine,) 
&  the  warm  firing  that  was  kept  up  during  that  time  without  any 
considerable  cessation,  must,  you  may  well  imagine  occasion  a 
great  expenditure  of  ammunition.  Then  the  party  in  Chew's 
House  retarded  us  a  good  while  &  gave  time  for  the  Enemy  to 
rally  their  broUen  forces  &  bring  up  others  to  their  assistance; 
add  to  this,  I  verily  believe,  that  after  our  men's  ammunition 
was  gone  &  the  Enemy  were  advancing  in  force  upon  them  that, 
owing  to  the  mist  they  mistook  part  of  our  own  men  for  the 
Enemy,  which  made  them  think  the  Enemy  was  on  their  flanks 
when  in  fact  they  were  only  in  front. 

Our  heroic  general  was  with  our  right  wing  and  was  very 
much  exposed  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  action,  lie  did 
every  thing  to  gain  us  Success  &  to  insure  it  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  Causes  which  I  have  mentioned  above,  to  which  may  be 
added  our  ignorance  of  what  was  passing  on  our  left  Wing  and 
on  that  part  of  our  right  where  Genl.  Armstrong  was  to  attack, 
(which  was  likewise  chiefly  owing  to  the  fog)  I  really  think  if 
it  had  not  been  for  these  Causes  the  Victory  would  have  been 
complete  &  we 'should  have  dined  in  Philadelphia. 

Our  Right  Wing  retreated  in  tolerable  order  &  was  covered 
by  part  of  our  Cavalry.  The  Enemy  did  not  pursue  for  Some 
time,  &  when  llioy  did  they  never  came  near  our  rear,  nor  did 
they  advance  further  than  White  Marsh  Meeting  House,  but  T 
presume  they  must  have  picked  up,  as  is  always  the  Case  on 
a  retreat  many  Stragglers. 

Our  Officers  in  general  behaved  with  the  greatest  bravery  and 
many  very  gallant  ones  are  wounded,  our  loss  I  believe  has 
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fallen  more  among  tliem  in  propoiiion  to  their  numbers  tlian  <»n 
the  men,  though  our  men  went  up  to  the  attack  with  the  great- 
est ardour  &  alacrity  imaginable  &  in  general,  'till  the  retreat, 
behaved  as  well  as  any  men  could  do.  We  got  possession  during 
the  Engagement  of  four  pieces  of  their  Cannon,  but  not  having 
any  Horses  to  carry  them  off,  we  were  obliged  to  leave  them  on 
our  Retreat.  Our  OflBcer  of  the  light  Horse  has  just  now  in- 
formed us  that  he  has  seen  Mr,  West  at  whose  House  Some  of 
the  English  Oificers  dined,  &  they  Said  the  rout  of  their  men 
who  were  first  engaged  was  so  complete  &  the  Consternation  so 
great  that  orders  were  given  to  retreat  to  Chester — from  hence 
it  is  evident  that  had  we  had  ammunition  enough  to  have  re- 
pelled the  last  attack  of  the  Enemy,  which  I  imagine  was  their 
last  effort,  collected  while  we  were  employed  with  Chew's  House, 
that  our  Sudfcess  must  have  been  attended  with  the  most  ruinous 
Consequences  to  the  Enemy. 

We  have  just  heard  from  General  Green  that  he  attacked  the 
right  of  the  Enemy  among  whom  were  their  Grenadiers  lower 
down  in  German  Town  that  Chew's  House,  &  that  after  having 
routed  tjiem,  they  rallied  «&  were  reinforced  when  after  Some 
time  our  men  gave  way,  mistaking  (it  is  Supposed)  the  left  of 
our  right  Wing  for  the  Enemy,  &  thinking  they  were  going  to 
be  attacked  by  them  in  flank  &  rear  Geiil.  Armstrong  we  are  in- 
formed was  engaged  on  our  Right  with  Some  Hessians  whom 
he  obliged  to  retreat,  but  was  afterwards  obliged  to  retire  in 
his  turn,  the  Enemy  having  gained  his  Right  &  al templing  to 
throw  a  body  of  men  into  some  woods  in  his  Rear. 

Count  Pulaski  with  a  few  Horse  (I  have  heard)  attacked  a 
party  of  about  thirty  of  the  Enemy's  Infantry,  who  clubbed 
their  firelocks  as  a  token  they  were  willing  to  Surrender  but  the 


372  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

Count  (it  is  said)  not  understanding  what  tliey  meant  by  it, 
&  thinking  I  presume  that  they  intended  to  knock  his  Horses 
brains  out,  fired  his  pistol  at  them  on  which  imagining  tljey 
were  to  receive  no  quarters  they  presented  their  firelocks,  fired  ifc 
routed  our  Small  party  of  Horse.  Generals  Smallwood  &  Fore- 
man fell  in  with  a  reinforcement  of  the  Enemy  marching  from 
Philadelphia  to  German  Town  &  exchanged  a  few  fires  with 
them. 

The  Officers  who  dined  with  Mr.  West  Spoke  highly  of  the  be- 
haviour of  our  men  and  of  the  disposition  of  onr  attack,  &  said 
they  frequently  endeavored  to  gain  our  flanks  but  were  always 
baffled  by  meeting  with  Some  part  of  our  Troops.  We  have 
taken  a  few  of  their  Officers  particularly  a  Captain  of  the  light 
Infantry  &  an  Hessian  Officer.  On  the  whole  notwithstanding 
our  Retreat  the  Enemy  have  gained  no  advantage  of  any  con- 
sequence over  us.  We  have  lost  no  baggage  &  no  artillery  and 
the  Enemy  are  only  on  the  Same  ground  they  were  before.  On 
the  other  hand  our  men  are  now  convinced  they  can  drive  the 
chosen  Troops  of  the  Enemy,  their  Light  Infantry  &  Grenadiers 
whenever  they  attack  them  with  ardour,  &  are  Satisfied  they 
would  have  been  Successful  if  their  ammunition  had  not  been 
expended  and  they  had  not  mistaken  their  own  men  for  the 
Enemy.  They  are  now  in  high  Spirits  &  appear  to  wish  ar- 
dently for  another  Engagement.  I  have  wrote  this  Scrawl  In 
such  a  hurry  that  I  am  afraid  you  will  not  be  able  to  make  it 
out,  &  I  have  not  time  to  read  it  over,  but  if  it  is  legible  after 
you  have  perused  it  Send  it  to -*  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Our  Friend  Laurens  behaved  in  a  very  Spirited  manner  during 
the  Engagement  and  has  established  his  Reputation  for  intre- 


•Pen  mark  tbrougb  word  In  original.— S«atb  Historian. 
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pidity.  He  received  a  wound  by  a  muskett  ball  whicli  went 
through  the  fleshy  part  of  his  right  shoulder,  but  has  not  touched 
the  bone;  this  he  received  in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  but 
it  did  not  in  the  least  abate  his  ardour.  He  received  afterwards 
a  blow  on  his  side  from  a  Spent  ball  as  he  was  coming  from 
Chew's  House,  to  the  very  Door  of  which  he  went  up  Sword  in 
hand;  the  blow  however  only  occasioned  a  Swelling  in  the  part 
Struck — poor  General  ¥ash  has  had  his  thigh  Shattered  &  his 
Horse  killed  by  a  Cannon  Ball. 

Genl.  Sullivan  has  two  of  his  aid  de  camps  dangerously 
wounded,  Major  White  who  aame  with  Colo.  Laurens  from  Caro- 
lina is  one  of  them.  Colo.  Stone  is  wounded  in  his  ancle,  & 
his  major  also  received  a  wound;  Lieut.  Colo.  Parker  of  Spots- 
wood's  Kegiment  is  wounded  &  so  is  Colo.  Hendericks  of  Vir- 
ginia, several  other  OflScers  particularly  of  those  who  belonged 
to  the  Eight  Wing  were  wounded.  Generals  Wayne  &  Conway 
&  L'd  Sterling  had  their  Horses  Shot  under  them.  Colonels 
Burhan  &  Irwine  of  the  North  Carolina  Brigade  were  lame  & 
have  both  fallen  into  the  Enemy's  hands.  I  am  called  on  to 
conclude  my  letter  &  must  therefore  hasten  to  Subscribe  myself 
^  your  affectionate  Friend 


[No.  813.] 
Flour  for  the  Islortliern  Army. 

New  Windsor  5th  Octob'r  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  delivered  Oapt.  Brooks  on  your  Account  one  hundred 
and  twenty  three  Barrels  Flour  for  the  Use  of  the  Northern  Army 
W't  207:  3:  IS  Neat  as  p'r  Weigh  Note  delivered  him.    The 
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Cask  Cost  4-/  each,    lustead  of  remitting  me  tlie  Price  in  Cash  I 

wish  you  to  purchase  for  me  a  Treasury  Note  to  the  Amount 

and  send  it  [to]  me  Inclosed  to  John  McKesson  Esqr.  Clerk  of 

the  Assembly  Kingston  by  first  safe  Conveyance.        As    The 

Treasury  Notes  are  for  even  Sums  probably  there  will  be  a  Bal- 

lance  you  can  send  it  with  the  Note.     I  am  your 

Most  Obed't  Serv^t 

G.  C. 
Cask  £  24:  12 

[To  Deputy  Commissary  Bleecker.] 


New  Windsor  5th  October  1777. 

Kec'd  from  George  Clinton  Esqr.  one  hundred  &  twenty  three 
Barrels  Flour  N't  Weight  207:  3—13  in  Behalf  &  for  John  N. 
Bleker  Esqr.  D.  Com'y  of  Purchases  for  the  Northern  Departm't 
American  Army  to  be  delivered  at  Albany. 

John  Brooks. 


[No.  814.] 
Oeorge  GlintorCa  Instructions  to  Capt.  Jansen. 

[Oct.  —  1777?] 
Capt  Jansen  of  Colo.  WoodhuU's  Regiiilk  is  immedially  to 
draw  Provisions  for  his  Company  till  Sunday  inclusive  and  forth 
with  repair  with  them  in  the  Sloop  thoy  are  now  on  Board  to 
the  safest  Harbour  on  the  North  Side  of>S:  near  to  Canten's 
Hook  where  the  Sloop  can  be  best  defended  against  the  Enemy's 
Shipping  shoud  thoy  Attempt  to  go  up  the  River.  He  is  to 
view  out  fhe  Most  couvonionl  Sjiols  between  llic  Hook  &  op- 
posite Fort   Constitution   for  anuoying  the  Enemy's  Shipping 
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shoud  they  pass  this  Fort  and  On  the  Fireing  of  the  ftrst  Cannon 
in  this  Garrisson  they  are  immediatly  to  occuppy  tlieni  «&  annoy 
the  Enemy  on  passing  &  he  is  to  give  the  Commaiulin;,'  Olliccr 
of  Fort  Constitution  Notice  of  his  Station  &  orders. 


[No.  815.] 

Gen.  Putnam  Notifies  the  Oovernor  that  the  Enemy  has  Landed 

Aiove  Stony  Point. 
D'r  General, 

I  am  this  moment  returnd  from  Fort  Indepandance,  and  find 

that  the  Party  of  the  Enemy  which  were  said  to  have  landed  last 

night  at  that  Fort  is  without  foundation,  by  the  Inhabitants 

who  lives  just  by  Fort  Indepandence,  I  am  informd  that  the 

Enemy  have  Landed  betwixt  Kings  Ferry  and  Dunderbarrack,  if 

thats  the  case,  they  mean  to  attack  Fort  Montgomery  by  land, 

(which  when  I  am  sure  off),  shall  Immediately  Reinforce  you. 

I  am  D'r  Genl.  Your  Very  Hble. 

[Israel  Putnam.]* 

Paper  Mills  6th  Oct'p  1777. 
To  Genl.  Clinton. 


[No.  81G-817.] 

Robert  Benson,  by  Consent,  Opens  the  Qovei-nofs  Correspondence. 

Kingston  Oct'r  6th  1777. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  Letterf  to  your  Excellency  from  Genl.  ( Jat.-s,  .Mr. 
McKesson  &  my  self  have,  in  consequence  of  the  anxious  desire 
of  the  Members  of  the  Senate  to  know  the  State  of  our  northern 
Affairs,  &  the  direction  your  Excellency  gave  Mr.  Tappen.  Mr. 


♦  The  General's  signature  has  been  cut  out  of  this  letter.-SxATE  Historian. 


t  Not  fouad. 


.•...r..*i 
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McKesson  &  myself  some  time  ago,  taken  the  Liberty  to  open 
read  &  communicate  to  some  of  the  members.  The  Packet  from 
Genl.  Gates  to  Gongrees,  the  Senate  have  advised  us  to  dispatch 
by  another  Express  thro'  another  Route. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  moet  Obed't  &  very  humble  Servant 

Robert  Benson. 
[To  G.  G.] 


Kingston,  Oct'r  7th  1777. 
Sir, 

Mr.  McKesson  &  myself  have  again  taken  the  Liberty  for  the 

same   Reasons  as  before  to   open  the  enclosed  Letter.*    As  it 

appears  to  be  confidential  we  have  not  communicated  any  part 

of  its  Contents.     If  our  Conduct  in  this  measure  is  approved; 

your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  signify  it. 

I  have  the  Honor  be  with  great  Respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  and  very  humble  Serv't 

Robt.  Benson. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  818.] 

THE  STATE  CAPITAL  MENACED. 

The   Legislature    Prorogued — A    Council   of   Safety    Created    and 

Preparations  Made  for  Continuing  the  State  Organization  During 

the  Emergency. 

Kingston  Oct'r  7th  1777. 

Sir, 

By  the  enclosed  Resolutions  your    Excellency    will    perceive 
what  Step«  the  Legislature  have  taken  to  provide  for  the  Safety 

*  Not  found. 
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of  the  State  in  the  present  Emergency.  The  imijossibiliiy  of 
keeping  the  several  Members  in  Attendance  on  so  critical  an 
Occasion  must  appologize  for  the  Measure.  We  hope  soon  to 
meet  you  again  in  our  former  Capacity  as  Members  of  tlie  Senate 
and  Assembly;  in  the  Interim  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  Ap- 
plication to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  such  Matters  and  Tilings 
as  may  to  you  appear  from  time  to  time  necessary. 

We  are  Sir 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  and  humble  Servants 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Pres'dt. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


In  CONVENTION  of  the  Members  of  the  SENATE  and  AS- 
SEMBLY of  the  State  of  NEW-YOEK,  formed  for  the  Safety 
of  the  said  State, — 

Kingston,  October  7,  1777. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  several  County  and  District  Committees 
within  this  State,  which  were  in  being  on  the  30th  Day  of  Sep- 
tember last  past,  and  the  Commissioners  for  detecting  and  de- 
feating all  Conspiracies  formed  within  this  State,  be,  and  hereby 
are  continued,  and  vested  with  all  and  singular  the  Powers  and 
Authorities  which  the  said  Committees  and  the  said  Commis- 
sioners respectively  have  heretofore  used  and  exercised;  and  the 
several  Persons  who  were  then  Members  of  the  said  several  Com- 
mittees, and  of  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners,  are  hereby 
continued  in  Office  accordingly. 

By  Order  of  the  Convention. 

PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT,  President. 
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In  Convention  of  the  Members  of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  New  York  formed  for  the  Safety  of  the  State. 

Kingston  Oct'r  7th  1777. 

Resolved  that  the  Members  of  the  several  Committes  be  and 
they  hereby  are  required  Immediately  to  Inde  all  ^\'ssels  which 
may  be  at  the  different  Landings  and  other  places  along  Hud- 
son's River  with  Flour  Wheat  and  any  other  kind  of  Provisions, 
which  may  be  near  the  shores  of  the  said  River  and  send  the  said 
sloops  and  Vessels  to  Albany  that  they  give  Receipt  for  the  said 
provisiofis  to  the  several  proprietors  thereof  specifying  therein 
the  several  Quantities  and  kinds  and  send  exact  copies  of  such 
Receipts  to  Robert  Benson,  Esquire  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Convention  who  is  hereby  Ordered  to  send  such  Copies  to  Jacob 
Cuyler,  Esquire  Commissary  at  Albany  Aforesaid  reserving  dup- 
licates for  the  Use  of  this  State. 

extract  from  the  minutes. 

Robt.  Beiison  Secry. 

In  Convention  of  the  Members  of  the  Senate  &  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  New  York;  formed  for  the  Safely  of  the 

said  State. 

Kingston  October  7th  1777. 

Resolved  that  the  said  Committees  do  respectively  forthwith 
cause  all  the  Cattle  &  live  Stock  near  or  contiguous  to  either 
side  of  Hudson's  River,  except  such  parts  thereof  as  in  their 
.ludgment  shall  be  necessary  for  the  present  Use  of  the  Respec- 
tive Proprietors,  thereof  to  be  removed  into  the  interior  Parts 
of  the  Country  on  the  several  Sides  of  the  said  River,  to  be  taken 
care  of  by  Keepers  to  be  by  them  severally  appointed,  which 
keepers  are  hereby  severally:  required  to  return  to  the  said  Robert 
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Benson,  propor  accounts  of  (lio  uniiibcr  of  llic  same  ^^  of  t In- 
several  Places  where  the  same  shall  be  respectively  placed;  and 
in  Case  any  Person  or  Persons  shall  obstinately  refuse  to  jxTuiit 
his,  her  or  their  Cattle  or  other  Stock  to  be  removed,  that  tli<*n  Sc 
in  such  Case  the  said  Committees  be  &  tliey  hereby  are,  iiii- 
powered  to  distroy  the  same;  &  further  that  the  keepers  bo  ap- 
pointed be  &  they  hereby  are  impowered  to  impress  Pasture  for 
buch  Cattle  &  Stock  for  which  Pasture  they  shall  give  recetpte  to 
the  i-espective  Proprietors  &  send  Copies  of  such  Receipts  to  th  • 
Treasurer  of  this  State.  Provided  always  tbat  no  projtrietor  of 
Cattle  or  other  live  Stock  who  shall  drive  off  the  same  without 
Consent  of  the  Committee  shall  in  any  wise  be  benefitted  by  this 

Resolve. 

extract  from  the  minutes. 

Robt.  Benson  Secry. 


In  Convention  of  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and  As- 
sembly' of  the  State  of  New  York,  formed  for  the  Safety  of  the 

said  State. 

Kingston  Oct'r  7th  1777. 

Resolved  that  Willian  Floyd,  John  Morin  Scott,  Abraham 
Yates,  John  Snyder,  Egbert  Benson,  Robert  Harpur,  Peter  P. 
Van  Zandt,  Levy  Pawling,  Daniel  Dunscomb,  Evert  Bancker, 
William  B.  Whiting,  Jonathan  Landon,  and  Alexander  Webster, 
Esquires,  or  any  Seven  of  them  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed,  a 
Council  of  Safety,  and  that  they  be  and  they  hereby  arr  in  tlir  r.- 
cess  of  this  House  vested  witli  the  like  powers  and  Autln.ritirs 
which  were  given  to  the  late  Council  of  Safety  by  the  last  Con- 
vention of  this  State.  That  every  member  of  the  Senate  and  As 
sembly  and  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  be  entitled 
from  Time  to  Time  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  said  Council— And  that 
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the  said  Persons  or  any  Seven  of  them  be  and  Continue'  a  eoiineil 
of  Safety  so  long  as  the  necessities  of  tl|h  State  shall  require  & 
no  longer. 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  or  in  his  absence  the  President  of 
the  Senate  when  they  shall  respectively  be  present  at  the  said 
Council  shall  preside,  and  upon  an  equal  Division  have  a  Casting 
voice  in  the  Same. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes. 

John  McKesson,  -Secry. 


In  Convention  of  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  New  York  formed  for  the  Safety  of  the 

said  State. 

Kingston  7th  October  1777. 

By  Consent  of  the  Members  of  Senate  and  Assembly  present 
in  this  Convention  Received  that  the  said  Senate  and  Assembly 
be  adjourned  for  twenty  Days  then  to  meet  and  proceed  on  Busi- 
ness. ''' 
A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes. 

John  McKesson  Secry. 


FORTS  CL1NT©N  AND  MONTGOMERY  FALL. 
Gcoryc  Clintm's  Report  to  the  Council— The  Militia  Put  up  a  Brave 
Defence  in  the  Face  of  Superior  Numhers — General  James  Clinton 

Seriously  Wounded. 

*New  WiiULlsor,  71h  October,  1777. 

Gentlemen — ^The  extreme  fatigue  I  have  undergone  the  three 
days  past,  and  the  want  of  rosl  for  an  etpial  number  of  nights, 
renders  me  unfit  to  write  you  on  matters  of  so  serious  conse- 
quences to  this  State,  as  I  have  to  communicate. 


•From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  ot  Safety. 
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I  am  able  only  briefly  to  infonii  yon,  that  yesterday  about  10 
o'clock  A.  M.  our  advanced  party  was  attacked  by  th(.'  en«iny  at 
Doodle  Town,  about  2^  miles  from  Fort  IMonlgomery;  tliey  con- 
sisted of  but  30  men;  the  enemy  by  appearance  and  acconnts.  so 
far  i-eceived,  of  5,000. 

They  received  the  enemy's  fire  and  returned  it,  a)id  relrealed 
to  Fort  Clinton;  soon  after,  we  received  intelligence  that  the  en- 
emy were  advancing  on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain,  with 
design  to  attack  us  in  rear. 

Upon  this  I  ordered  out  Lieut.  Colos.  Bruyn  and  McClaghry, 
with  upwards  of  100  men,  towards  Doodle  Town,  and  a  brass 
field  piece,  vvtth  a  detachment  of  60  men,  on  eveiy  advantageous 
post  on  the  road  to  the  furnace. 

They  were  not  long  out,  before  they  were  both  attacked  by  th-? 
enemy  with  their  whole  force;  our  people  behaved  with  spirit, 
and  must  have  made  great  slaughter  of  the  enemy. 

I  strengthened  the  party  on  the  furnace  road  to  ujiward^  of 
100,  but  they  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  so  superior  a  force  as 
the  enemy  brought  against  them. 

They  kept  their  teld  piece  in  full  play  at  them,  till  the  men  who 
worked  it  were  drove  off  with  fixed  bayonets,  then  spiked  it,  aipd 
retreated  with  great  good  order  to  a  12  pounder,  which  1  had  or- 
dered to  cover  them,  and  from  thence  in  the  fort. 

I  immediately  posted  my  men  in  the  most  advantageous  man- 
ner for  the  defence  of  the  post,  and  it  was  not  many  minutes  be- 
fore, as  well  our  post  as  Fort  Clinton  was  inveeti'd  on  all  sides, 
and  a  most  incessant  fire  kept  up  till  night;  and  soon  aft.T  dusk, 
when  the  enemy  forced  our  lines  and  redoubts  at  both  posts,  and 
the  garrisons  were  obliged  to  fight  their  way  out,  as  many  as 
could,  as  we  were  determined  not  to  surrender,  and  many  have 
escaped. 
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I  was  summoned,  suii  an  hour  high,  to  surremlcr  in  five  min- 
utes, and  thereby  prevenrt:  the  effusion  of  blood. 

I  sent  Lieut.  Colo.  Livingston  to  receive  the  flag,  who  informed 
them  that  he  had  no  orders  to  treat  wiih  them,  except  to  receive 
their  proposals,  if  they  meant  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners 
of  war,  in  which  case  he  was  empowered  to.  assure  them  good 
usage. 

About  10  minutes  after,  they  made  a  general  and  despern(e  at- 
tack on  both  posts,  which  was  resisted  with  great  spirit,  but  we 
were  at  length  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  tliey  gained  the 
possession  of  both  posts. 

OflScers  and  men  behaved  with  great  sjiirit,  as  well  Continental 
troops  as  militia. 

Our  loss  in  slain  can  not  be  great,  considering  the  length  of  the 
action. 

My  brother,  Genl.  Clinton,  is  wounded,  and  I  believe  made 
prisoner. 

This  is  the  case  with  Major  Logan. 

The  number  of  missing  I  can  not  ascertain. 

The  ships  are  both  burnt  and  Fort  Constitution  demolished,  by 
our  people,  without  my  orders;  but  I  can  not.  as  yet,  condemn  the 
measure. 

The  officers  all  say  it  was  right. 

I  am  clear  it  was  as  to  the  fort,  after  removing  artillery  and 
stores,  which  has  not  been  done. 

The  shii)S  I  hoped  might  have  been  saved. 

Genl.  Putnam  will  retreat  to  near  Capt.  Haight's,  about  three 
miles  from  Mrs.  Van  Wyck's,  and  I  mean  to  rally  my  broken  but 
brave  forces,  and  advance  to-morrow  on  Butter  hill. 

Genl.  Putnam  is  to  send  Colo.  Webb's  regiment  to  join  me. 
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I  beg  you  will  give  the  siibslance  of  (his  accoiml  to  (ioil. 
Gates,  in  answer  to  his  letter  to  me. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  greatly  regrt-t  the  loss  of  Iho^.-  im,si.-s; 
but  I  am  consoled  with  the  full  persuasion  th:it  they  havo  boii^lit 
them  dear,  and  that  I  have  done  the  most  in  my  power  in  k:i\.. 
them. 

I  beg  you  to  excuse  incorrectness, 
And  am  with  due  respect, 

Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

Geo.  Clinton.* 
P.  S.     Major  Lush  is,  I  believe,  their  prisoner. 


•Under  date  of  October  15,  1777,  Washington  wrote  to  George  Clinton: 

I  was  thi's  day  honored  with  yours  of  the  9th,  containing  a  fuU  account  of  the  Rtorm 
of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton.  General  Putnam  had  given  me  information  of  the 
loss  two  days  before,  but  not  in  so  full  and  ample  a  manner.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
so  brave  a  resistance  did  not  meet  with  a  suitable  reward.  You  have  however  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  every  thing  was  done,  that  could  possibly  be  done  by  a 
handful  against  a  far  superior  force.  This  I  am  convinced  was  the  case.  This  affair 
might  have  been  attended  with  fatal  consequences,  had  not  there  been  a  most  provi- 
dential intervention  in  favor  of  General  Gates's  arms  on  the  7th  instant;  but  I  am  fully 
of  opinion,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  will  not  advance  much  farther  up  the  river,  upon 
hearing  Of  Burgoyne's  defeat  and  retreat.  Nothing  bO't  absolute  necessity  could  have 
in'duced  me  to  withdraw  any  further  part  of  the  troops  allotted  for  the  defense  of  the 
posts  up  the  North  River;  but  such  was  the  reduced  state  of  our  Continental  rcgimenta. 
after  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  and  such  the  slowth  and  difficulty  of  procuring  rein- 
forcements of  militia  from  the  southward,  that  without  the  troops  from  Ptekskill  we 
should  scarcely  have  been  able  to  keep  the  field  against  General  Howe.  I  had  the 
greatest  hopes,  that  General  Putnam  would  draw  in  as  many  Connecticut  mllltla.  as 
would  replace  the  Continental  troops,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  he  did  all  in  his  power 
to  obtain  them  m  time.  I  am  sorry  that  you  were  under  the  nccessrty  of  destroying  the 
frigates.  The  only  consolation  is,  that  if  we  had  not  done  it  eursclves,  the  enemy 
would  either  have  done  it  for  us,  or  have  carried  them  down  for  their  own  use. 

Since  the  battle  of  Germantown,  upon  the  4th  instant,  the  two  armies  have  remnlncd 
In  a  manner  quiet.  The  enemy  have  made  several  attempts  to  remove  the  obstru.-ti.ins 
in  the  Delaware,  but  hitherto  without  effect.  They  are  now  making  prcparaUon.s  to 
raise  batteries  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Mifflin,  which  commands  the  uppermost  ehovaux-do- 
frise.  If  we  can  maintain  that  post,  and  one  opposite,  upon  the  Jersey  shore.  I  am  In 
hopes  our  ships,  galleys,  and  floating  batteries  will  be  able  to  keep  their  stations  and 
repel  any  force,  that  can  be  brought  by  water  directly  in  front.  I  most  earnestly  expoci 
further  news  from  the  northward,  which  I  hope  will  bring  us  accounts  of  the  toUl  ruin 
of  Burgoyne's  army. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  one  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  objects  will  be  to  destroy  the  boaU 
and  small  craft  in  the  North  River.  Should  this  be  the  case,  and  he  succeed.  I  think 
it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  set  a  number  of  workmen  to  buil«ing  flat-bottomed  bonU 
at  some  secure  places  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  water,  from  which  they  n^T  b« 
easily  hauled.  They  are  so  exceedingly  useful,  and  so  frequently  wanted,  that  I  thinR 
the  business  cannot,  in  such  case,  be  too  soon  begun  or  carried  on  with  loo  much 
expedition.  I  have  written  to  General  Putnam  upon  the  same  subject.  I  am.  dear 
Sir,  &c. 
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[No.  819.] 
Gen.  Putnam  Believes  the  Objective  Point  of  the  British  is  Albany. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yours  w  itli  a  Gopy  of  General  Gates's  I  have  Rec'd  and  agree- 
able to  your  request  have  Orderd  Colonel  S.  B.  Webb's  Regiment 
to  march  &  Immediately  join  you;  I  will  Immediately  make 
inquiry  about  the  Arms  you  mentioned  &  if  Possible  they  shall  be 
Conveyd  over  to  you  with  the  Utmost  Dispatch;  Last  night  I 
arrived  here,  the  Baggage  Ordinance  Stores  &c.  are  moving  up 
with  all  Possible  expedition; 

p.  S.  By  sundry  concurring  accounts  of  persons  out  of  Philadelphia  and  from 
Deserters,  the  Enemy's  loss  in  the  action  of  the  4th  was  very  considerable.  The  lowest 
say  it  was  1500  killed  and  wounded,  others  2000,  and  some  as  high  as  2500.  Perhaps  the 
last  two  are  exaggerated,  but  there  are  many  reasons  to  believe  that  the  first  cannot 
much  exceed  the  mark.  For  they  were  compleatly  surprized  and  drove  in  great  dis- 
order for  a. long  time  and  for  a  considerable  distance  at  every  point  of  attack.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  extreme  fogginess  of  the  day  which  prevented  our  several  Columns 
discovering  each  others  movements  and  from  improving  the  advantages  which  they 
separately  gained,  in  all  probability  the  day  would  have  been  a  most  fortunate  one — 
But  owing  to  that  circumstance  they  got  confused  and  retreated  at  a  moment  when 
there  was  every  appearanoe  of  victory  in  our  favor.  The  Enemy  lost  some  valuable 
officers  among  the  slain  Genl.  Agnew  and  it  is  said  another  Genl  officer  was  danger- 
ously wounded.  We  are  not  without  [  ]  on  our  part.  Brigadr.  Nash  was  wounded  by 
a  Cannon  Ball  and  is  since  dead.  We  had  also  several  other  officers  of  inferior  rank 
wounded  and  some  killed— This  crude  undigested  account  I  dont  mean  for  publication. 
I  hope  all  will  yet  end  well. 

From  Bemus  Heights,   October  9,  1777,  James  Wilkinson  wrote  to  Clinton: 

General  Gates  has  this  moment  received  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  and  being  much  engaged,  has  desired  me  to  tell  you  that  he 
condoles  with  you  on  the  loss  of  so  Important  a  pass,  but  congratulates  you  on  the 
bravery  and  address  of  your  little  garrison.  To  compensate  for  this  disaster,  we  had, 
on  the  7th  inst.  an  action  with  General  Burgoyne,  which  reflects  the  highest  honour 
on  our  arms,  as  we  carried  his  encampment  and  advance  works,  took  two  twelve,  and 
six  eix-pounders,  brass,  with  a  number  of  carts,  tents,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
baggage:  made  prisoners  the  commanding  officers  of  artillery  of  a  foreign  brigade,  and 
of  the  British  grenadiers,  with  his  aid-de-camp,  Sir  Francis  Clarke,  a  quarter-master- 
general  of  the  army,  and  a  number  of  inferior  rank,  with  about  250  non-connnissioned 
officers  and  privates.  The  slain  both  of  officers  and  men  is  considerable;  among  the 
former  Is  Genl.  Frazer.  The  consequent  hurry  has  prevented  a  return;  but  I  am  sen- 
sible do  npt  exceed  80.  Of  the  former,  there  is  barely  one  subaltern  officer;  among  the 
latter  is  the  gallant  General  Arnold,  so  badly  Injured  as  to  render  the  amputation  of  a 
leg  necessary.  To  aggravate  this  misfortune.  General  Lincoln  yesterday,  on  the  lines, 
received  a  chance  shot,  which  also  fractured  a  leg  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deprive 
us  of  his  important  service. 

General  Burgoyne  last  night  evacuated  his  post,  leaving  behind  him  upwards  of 
300  sick  and  wounded,  among  whom  are  six  captains,  with  a  quantity  of  flour,  and  has 
retired  towards  Fort  Edward.  But  as  General  Gates  had  taken  the  precaution  to  throw 
about  2000  men  In  his  rear,  on  ^he  east  side  of  the  river.  It  is  probable  they  will 
obstruct  his  retreat  and  give  us  time  to  come  up  with  him.  The  militia  you  demand 
were  yesterday  ordered  down;  and  the  Albany  county,  with  300  Connecticut  mlUtlft 
under  General  Wolcott,  will  this  day,  If  the  weather  permits,  follow  them. 


Public  Papkus  of  (Jioougio  (Jlintom.  :>'-r, 

Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seing  you,  many  CircumstanccH  of 
Importance  strikes  my  attention  which  I  now  shall  witii  pleasuro 
Communicate  to  you,  In  the  first,  Its  my  Opinion  that  the 
Enemy's  Vessel  of  Four  wlii(-h  aio  now  Down  (he  River,  are 
only  kept  there  with  a  view  of  Drawing  Our  Attention  towards 
them  &  prevent  us  from  making  that  Preparation  (which  in  my 
Opinion  we  aught  by  every  Possible  means  to  do)  to  Oppose  there 
Progress  to  Albany,  they  may  Probably  bring  up  there  Shipping 
near  the  Cheveaux  De  Frize,  but  its  my  real  and  Sincere  Opinion 
that  Destroying  the  Chain  &c.  are  by  no  means  (at  this  juncture) 
there  Chieff  Object,  Its  my  firm  Opinion  that  they  will  by 
every  Possible.  Means  Indeavour  to  Make  Forced  Marches  to- 
wards Albany,  &  convey  up  the  Baggage  Stores  &c.  in  the  small 
Crafts; — I  shall  use  my  Utmost  Efforts  &  Collect  the  Militia  with 
all  Possible  Speed,  the  same  Steps  I  make  no  Doubt  will  be  for- 
warded by  you. 

Joining  Burgoyne  is  Certainly  there  first  &  Chieff  Objeci.  1 
would  therefore  Mention  that  the  Moment  our  Baggage  Stores 
&c.  are  mov'd  into  some  secure  Place,  we  aught  to  Proceed  to- 
wards Albany  &  act  in  Conjunction  with  Genl.  Gates.  I  have 
wrote  Him  &  shall  hope  to  have  his  Opinion  very  soon,  yours 
upon  the  Subject  I  hope  to  be  favourd  with  Immediately  which 
will  greatly  Oblige, 

Sir  Your  verry  Hble.  Serv't 

Israel  Putnam  M.  [G.] 
Fish  Kill  8th  Oct.  1777. 

P.  S.     General  Putnam  begs  the  favor  you'l  meet  him  this 
Morning  on  this  [side]  the  Ferry  at  11  O'Clock,  if  any  thing 
25 
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sboiild  prevent  you  from  Crossing  the  River,  he  begs  you'l  let  him 

know. 

I  am  Sir  Your  Verry  Hble.  Ser't 

[To  G.  C]  T.  Yates  A.  D.  C. 

[No.  820.] 

Major  Moffat  Reports  that  Washinyton  lias  Received  Heavy 
Reinforcements. 

Ramapough  Clove  8tb  Oct'r  1777. 
Sir, 

When  I  wrote  you  yesterday  I  forgot  to  mention  that  I  had  four 
Prisoners  of  War  at  this  Post  who  were  taken  the  Day  before 
yesterday  near  King's  Ferry.  I  have  sent  them  this  Day  to  Go- 
shen with  a  warrant  to  the  Goal  Keeper  to  receive  them,  and  see 
that  they  are  properly  Provided  for,  untill  he  delivers  them  to 
some  person  regularly  authorized  to  receive  them.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  give  the  Necessary  directions  if  an  alteration  in  their 
Situation  should  be  Necessary. 

I  have  just  now  received  a  very  straight  &  I  believe  Authentic 
Account  that  on  Saturday  last  Genl.  Washington  dislodged  Mr. 
How  from  all  his  Advantagious  Post  near  Germantown  and  des- 
troyed a  large  part  of  his  Army — that  Genl.  Washington  had 
afterwards  received  a  reinforcement  of  five  thousand  Men  from 
Virginia  and  three  thousand  from  Mars  land  and  was  determined 
to  renew  the  Attack  shortly  and  also  that  the  Enemy  had  at- 
tempted three  times  to  pass  the  fortifications  and  obstructions 
in  the  Delliware  and  were  as  often  repulsed  with  great  loss  and 
Dammage  to  their  Shiping. 

No  Enemy  have  yet  appeared  in  this  Quarter. 

I  am  in  haste  Your  most  Obedient  and  very  Hum'e  Servant, 

Thomas  Moffat  Major. 
Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  821.] 

8tands  of  Arms  Ordered  for  Gen.  Clinton. 

Fish  Kill  October  Stli  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Major  Genl.'  Putnam  orders  to  me  to  send  what  arms  fit  for 

Service  I  had  at  Ordnance  Store  to  your  Honor  have  agreeable 

thereto  sent  63.     There  is  an  Express  gone  off  for  500  Stand 

which  shall  send  as  soon  as  I  recieve  them. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  very  Hble.  Serv't 

Jno.  Ruddock  D.  C'y  M.  Stores. 

His  Excellency  Genl.  Clinton. 


1         '  [No.  822.] 

CLINTON  TELLS  OF  HIS  DEFEAT. 
His  Report  to  the  Legislature — James.  Clinton  not  so  Badly  Injured 
or  the  American  Loss  not  so  Heavy  as  at  First  Apprehended. 

[Oct.  8,  1777.] 
Gentlemen, 

I  wrote  to  the  Legislature  yesterday  giving  them  as  particular 
an  Account  of  the  loss  of  Forts  Montgomery  &  Clinton  as  I  was 
then  Able  Since  which  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
Genl.  Clinton  is  got  in  &  his  Wound  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
ways  Dangerous  many  other  of  our  Officers  havfe  also  arived  who 
we  had  Reason  to  believe  were  made  Prisoners,  not  more  than  11 
Officers  of  Colo.  Du  Bois's  Regim't  are  Missing  two  hundred  of 
his  Men  including  Non  Commissioned  have  already  Joined  me  at 
this  Place  &  many  more  of  them  may  be  expected  as  wo  have 
heard  of  their  Escape,  many  also  of  the  two  Companies  of  Artil- 
lery who  were  at  those  Posts  have  escaped  &  joined  us  &  more  of 
them  Hourly  expected. 


388  Public  Papeus  of  George  Clinton. 

The  Night  I  left  Fort  ^lontgomery  as  my  Escape  was  effe(t(Ml 
by  crossing  the  Kiver  I  waited  upon  Genl.  Putnam  at  Continenlal 
Village  in  Order  to  concert  the  proper  Measures  to  be  pursued 
afteif  this  unfortunate  Event.  The  Genl.  Officers  there  agreed  in 
Oppinion  with  me  that  the  Intention  of  the  Enemy  under  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  to  Relief  Burgoine's  Army  by  effecting  a  Junc- 
tion with  him;  That  as  they  had  carried  the  Forts  his  next  Busi- 
ness was  to  pass  the  Cheveaux  Defrize  &  so  proceed  by  Water  up 
the  Kiver. 

Our  Posts  at  Peeks  Kill  &  Sydnam's  by  the  Loss  of  those  wbich 
commanded  the  Navigation  have  losst  their  Importance.  It  was 
therefore  agreed  that  Genl.  Putnam  should  Retreat  with  his 
Army  to  very  defensible  pass  in  the  Mountains  about  3  Miles 
from  Fishkill  where  he  is  in  the  most  Speedy  Manner  to  get  in 
the  Eastern  Militia— I,  to  rally  my  Forces  near  this  Place,  to  call 
on  all  Militia  of  Orange  &  this  end  of  Ulster  to  be  furnished 
with  a  Continental  Regt.  from  Genl,  Putnam's  Army  to  defend 
the  Cheveaux  Defrize  in  the  best  Manner  I  can  &  as  long.  That 
as  soon  as  we  find  the  Enemy  can  raise  or  pass  it  both  Armies  to 
move  Northward  so  to  keep  pace  with  them  covering  thr  Posts 
of  the  Country  which  woud  be  the  greatest  Object  till  they 
bhal!  think  proper  to  Land.  As  soon  as  ever  I  find  the  Shipping 
likely  to  i^ass  the  Cheveaux  Defrize  I  will  by  furced  March  en- 
deavour to  gain  Kingston  &  cover  that  Town.  I  shall  have  1 
Brass  twenty  four  Pounder  »!v:  Six  Smaller  Brass  Piec»  s  which 
will  make  a  formidable  Train.  I  am  pers waded  if  the  Militia' 
will  join  me  which  I  have  Reason  to  hope  I  can  save  tlie  Country 
a  few  Scattering  Houses  excepted  along  the  River  from  Destruc- 
tion &  defeat  the  Enemy's  Design  in  assisting  their  Northern 
Army. 


Pdrlio  Paf'rus  av  Ckouck  Ciahtos.  .'tSfl 

A  Deserter  who  had  been  taken  .V  fnncl  In  cnlisl  in  Fjiniiin^'B 
Regt.  came  into  us  yesterday  from  the  Enemy  at  Fort  Mont 
gomery  immediatly  after  it  was  taken,  informs  me  that  the 
Enemy's  Loss  was  very  great,  That  Genl.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  com- 
manded in  Person  had  three  other  Genl.  Oflicers  with  liim  their 
Force  was  5000  three  thousand  British  Troops  &  Hessian  Yaaj^erH 
the  Remainder  New  Levies,  Commanded  by  Brig'r  Genl.  Hevurly 
Robinson  &  Colo.  Fanning,  he  says  their  Loss  was  great.  I  luive 
only  to  add  that  tho  the  Country  Esteem  the  Posts  Lost  of  the 
greatest  moment  yet  the  manner  in  which  they  were  defended  has 
given  such  Gen.  Sattisfaction  as  to  elate  &  not  dei.resH  th.-ir 
Spirits.  ,-.  [G.  C.] 

[To  Council  of  Safety.] 

•  *[N.  B.  I  am  this  moment  informed  by  Genl.  Putnam,  that 
the  eastern  militia  come  in  very  fast;  that  he  is  confident  that  he 
will  soon  have  ten  thousand  men  with  him;  in  which  case  he  will 
keep  posts  up  as  far  as  Poughkeepsie  and  Rynbeck  to  head  the 
enemy,  should  they  push  up  the  river.  We  shall  save  consider- 
able of  the  stores  at  Fort  Constitution,  and  perhaps  some  of  the 
artillery,  as  the  enemy  had  not  got  up  that  high  yesterday.] 


GEORGE  CLINTON  REPORTS  TO  WASHINGTON. 

The   Garrison  Mads  a  Spirited  Defense  but  icas  Ovenchehnid  by 
Superior  Numbers. 

fNew  Windsor,  1)  OcIoImt,  1777. 
Doar  General, 

I  have  to  inform  you,  that,  in  consequence  of  intelligence  re- 
received  by  General  Putnam  from  General  Parsons  (whn  lay 
with  his  brigade  at  White  Plains),  of  the  enemy's  having  received 


♦From  the  Journal  of  the  Couacil  of  Safety. 
fFrom  Sparks'  Writings  of  Washington. 
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a  leiufoiceuieiit  Irum  Europe  at  New  York,  and  that  by  their 
moTements  there  was  reason  to  believe  they  intended  an  attack  on 
Peekskill,  and  to  possess  themselves  of  the  passes  in  the  High- 
lands, the  General  immediately  wrote  to  me  these  circumstances; 
and,  to  prevent  if  possible  the  disagreeable  consequences,  that 
might  arise  if  the  army  at  the  different  posts  were  not  timely  re- 
inforced, I  ordered  that  part  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  that  had 
not  already  marched  to  the  northward,  to  move,  and  part  of  them 
to  join  General  Putnam,  and  the  remainder  to  reinforce  the  posts 
of  Fort  Montgomery  and  Fort  Clinton;  but,  it  being  a  critical 
time  with  the  yeomanry,  as  they  have  not  yet  sown  their  grain, 
and  there  being  at  that  time  no  appearance  of  the  enemy,  they 
were  extremely  restless  and  uneasy.  They  solicited  General  Put- 
nam for  leave  to  return,  and  many  of  them  went  home  without 
his  permission.  Urged  by  these  considerations  he  thought  proper 
to  dismiss  a  part  of  them. 

As  I  thought  it  essentially  necessary,  that  they  should  remain 
in  the  held  for  some  time,  in  order  to  check  the  progress  of  the 
enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  put  their  designs  in  execution, 
I  issued  another  order  for  one  half  of  them  immediately  to  march, 
part  of  them  to  join  General  Putnam,  and  a  suflQcioBt  number  to 
reinforce  the  forts  and  the  pass  at  Sydman's  Bridge  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Clove;  and,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  turn  out  with  the 
greater  alacrity,  I  thougl*t  it  necessary  to  fix  their  time  of  service 
to  one  month,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  they  were  to  be 
relieved  by  the  other  half.  While  this  was  in  agitation,  and 
before  a  proper  arrangement  could  possibly  be  made  by  the 
respective  oflicers,  as  to  what  part  Of  them  could  serve  for  the 
first  month,  they  were  not  so  expeditious  as  was  absolutely 
necessary,  which  the  event  has  fully  evinced.    A  number  of  the 
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enemy's  ships  made  tlieir  apjx'aiamt'  on  ili<-  ;;,|  insi.-nil  in 
Tarrytown  Bay,  where  they  weighed  anchor  tlie  next  day,  beinj,' 
joined  by  several  ships  of  war  and  transports  from  New  York. 
They  proceeded  up  the  river  as  high  as  Iving's  Ferry,  and  at 
daybreak  on  Sunday  the  5th  landed  a  considerable  body  of  men 
on  Verplanck's  Point. 

As  I  was  apprehensive  from  many  circumstances^  tlial  an  at- 
tack on  the  forts  was  intended,  I  despatched  Major  Logan,  an 
alert  olScer,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  gronnd,  on  Sun- 
day evening  through  the  mountains  to  reconnoitre,  and  if  possible 
gain  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  motions.  The  Major  returned 
about  nine  o'clock  on  Monday,  informing  me  that,  from  the  best 
intelligence  he  could  procure,  and  the  rowing  of  the  boats,  he 
had  reason  to  believe  they  had  landed  a  considerable  force  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  at  King's  Ferry,  and  between  that  and 
Dunderberg;  but,  as  the  morning  was  foggy,  it  was  impossible 
to  discern  them,  so  as  to  form  any  judgment  of  their  numbers. 
As  soon  as  I  had  obtained  this  intelligence,  I  immediately  des- 
patched Lieutenant  Jackson  with  a  small  party  to  discover  the 
enemy's  movements;  but  they  had  not  proceeded  more  than  two 
miles  on  the  Haverstraw  Road  when  they  were  attacked  by  a 
party  of  the  enemy,  who  had  formed  an  ambuscade  at  a  place 
called  Doodletown.  They  immediately  retreated  after  returning 
the  fire.  As  soon  as  the  firing  was  heard,  I  detached  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bruyn  with  fifty  Continental  troops,  and  as  many  of  the 
militia  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  McLaughry,  to  sus^tain  Lieuten- 
ant Jackson;  the  garrison  being  at  that  time  so  weak,  that  we 
could  not  afford  them  greater  aid  on  that  road,  and  I  imagined  it 
would  be  necessary  to  send  out  a  party  likewise  on  the  road, 
which  leads  to  the  Forest  of  Dean.    The  detachments  under 


392  Public  Papers  of  Oeorgb  Clinton. 

Colonels  liriiyn  and  McLanf::hry  were  soon  engaged,  but.  being  too 
weak  to  withstand  the  enemy's  great  force,  retreated  to  Fort 
Clinton,  disputing  the  ground  inch  by  inch.  Their  gallant  op- 
position, and  the  roughness  of  the  ground,  checked  the  progress 
of  the  enemy  for  some  time. 

While  matters  were  in  this  situation  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
FortiClinton,  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  the 
road,  which  leads  from  the  Forest  of  Dean  to  Fort  Montgomery. 
As  I  had  only  one  field-piece  at  the  above  fort,  I  ordered  Colonel 
Lamb  of  the  artillery  to  send  it  off  to  an  advantageous  post  on 
that  road,  with  a  covering  party  of  sixty  men,  and  another  of  the 
same  number  to  sustain  them^  in  order  to  give  the  enemy  a  check, 
and  retard  their  movements  till  I  could  receive  a  reinforcement 
from  General  Putnam,  to  whom  I  had  sent  an  express  for  that 
pui-pose.  This  order  being  immediately  complied  with,  the  piece 
had  hardly  reached  the  place  of  its  destination,  and  the  covering 
party  been  posted  on  strong  ground,  when  the  enemy  were  seen 
advancing  with  hasty  strides;  but  being  unexpectedly  annoyed 
by  discharges  of  grape-shot  from  the  field-piece,  and  a  well-di- 
rected fire  from  the  muskets,  which  made  great  havoc  among 
them,  as  we  have  since  been  informed,  they  were  repeatedly 
driven  back,  till,  filing  oil  through  the  woods  upon  the  right  and 
left  with  a  view  of  surrounding  our  men,  and  the  handful  of 
brave  fellows  being  alarmed  at  their  critical  situation,  they  were 
constrained  to  abandon  the  field-piece,  after  rendering  it  useless 
to  the  enemy  by  spiking  it.  In  order  to  cover  the  men  who  were 
retreating,  and  to  check  the  farther  progress  of  the  enemy,  I 
ordered  out  a  twelve-pounder,  which,  being  well  served  with 
grape-shot,  annoyed  them  greatly,  and  gave  the  men  an  op- 
portunity of  retreating  into  the  garrison  with  very  little  loss  on 
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our  side,  except  that  of  Captain  Fenno,  who  coimiuiiidftl  lli<-  ndd- 
piece,  and  was  made  a  prisoner. 

This  w^as  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  and  the  enemy 
approached  the  works  and  beg-;in  the  attack,  which  continued 
with  few  intervals  till  about  five  o'clock,  when  an  oflicer  appeared 
"with  a  flag.  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston  to  meet 
him  without  the  works  and  know  his  business.  Colonel  Living- 
ston having  demanded  his  rank  and  business,  he  was  told  by 
the  bearer  of  the  flag^  that  he  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell, 
and  that  he  came  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  fort  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  blood.  Colonel  Livingston  replied  that  he  had 
no  authority  to  treat  with  him,  but,  if  they  would  surrender  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war,  they  might  depend  upon  being  well 
treated;  and  if  they  did  not  choose  to  accept  of  those  terms  they 
might  renew  the  attack  as  soon  as  he  should  return  within  the 
fort,  he  being  determined  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  As 
soon  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston  returned,  the  attack  was 
renowned  with  great  violence;  and,  after  as  obstinate  a  resistance 
as  our  situation  and  the  weakness  of  the  garrison  would  admit, 
having  defended  the  works  from  two  o'clock  till  the  dusk  of  the 
evening,  the  enemy,  by  the  superiority  of  numbers,  forced  the 
works  on  all  sides.  The  w^ant  of  men  prevented  us  from  sustain- 
ing and  supporting  every  part,  having  received  no  reinforcement 
from  General  Putnam. 

Our  loss,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  is  not  so  great  as 
might  have  been  expected,  when  the  strength  of  the  enemy  and 
our  weakness  are  properly  considered.  My  brother  was  wounded 
with  a  bayonet.  Many  officers  and  men  and  myself,  having  the 
advantage  of  the  enemy  by  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
gronnd,  were  so  fortunate  as  to  effect  our  escape  under  cover 
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of  the  nij,'lit,  after  the  enemy  were  possessed  of  all  the  works.  I 
was  so  happy  as  to  get  into  a  boat,  crossed  the  river,  and  immedi- 
ately waited  on  General  Putnam,  with  a  view  of  concerting  meas- 
ures for  our  future  operations,  to  prevent  the  designs  of  General 
Clinton,  and  impede  his  progress  in  facilitating  the  movements  of 
Burgoyne  from  the  northward.  I  can  assure  yonr  Excellency, 
that  I  am  well  convinced,  if  night  had  not  approached  rather 
too  fast  to  correspond  with  our  wishes,  the  enemy  would  have 
been  disappointed  in  their  expectations;  as  a  reinforcement  of 
five  hundred  men  from  General  Putnam's  army  were  at  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  ready  to  pass  for  our  relief,  when  the  works 
were  forced;  and  many  of  the  militia  were  in  the  mountains  on 
their  march  to  join  us,  had  not  the  communication  between  us 
and  them  been  cut  off. 

I  have  to  add  that  by  some  fatality  the  two  Continental  frig- 
ates were  lost,  they  having  been  ordered  down  by  General  Put- 
nam for  the  defence  of  the  chain;  but,  being  badly  manned,  they 
could  not  be  got  ofif  in  time,  though  I  ordered  the  ship  Congress 
to  proceed  to  Fort  Constitution  the  day  before  the  attack,  lest 
she  should  meet  with  a  disaster;  and  the  ship  Montgomery,  which 
lay  near  the  chain,  having  neither  anchor  nor  cables  to  secure 
her,  it  being  the  ebb  of  tide  and  the  wind  failing,  fell  down  so 
near  the  chain,  that  Captain  Hodge  was  constrained  to  set  her 
on  fire  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  Congress,  unfortunately  getting  aground  on  the  flat  near 
Fort  Constitution,  shared  the  same  fate.  Fort  Constitution, 
being  destitute  of  troops  to  defend  it,  was  evacuated,  after  bring- 
ing ofif  part  of  the  stores.  I  am  now  about  three  miles  from  New 
Windsor,  with  Colonel  Samuel  B.  Webb's  regiment. of  Conti- 
nental troops,  the  remains  of  Cdlnnd  Dubois',  about  one  hundred 
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of  Colonel  Lamb's  regiuifent,  who  escaped  from  the  fort,  and  some 
militia;  and  I  intend  to  collect  what  force  I  pofiHibly  can  to  op- 
pose the  enemy,  should  they  land  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

Sir  Henry  Glinton  commanded  in  person.  Governor  Trvmi,  ( J.n- 
eral  Vaughan,  and  two  other  general  officers,  were  with  him.  The 
army  who  attacked  us,  by  the  lowest  account,  consisted  of  three 
thousand,  chiefly  British  and  Hessian  troops.  The  garrison  of 
both  our  posts  did  not  exceed  six  hundred  men,  and  many  of 
these  unarmed  militia.  The  ordinary  garrison  was  thus  reduced 
by  detaching  Major  Moffat  with  two  hundred  men  to  the  post 
at  Sydma>n's  Bridge,  and  Colonel  Malcom's  regiment  being  or- 
dered from  thence,  and  sixty  men  on  Anthony's  Nose  by  General 
Putnam's  orders,  received  the  day  before  the  action.  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  where  great  losses  are  sustained,  however  unavoid- 
able, public  censure  is  generally  the  consequence  to  those  who 
are  immediately  concerned.  If  in  the  present  instance  this  should 
be  the  case,  I  wish,  so  far  as  relates  to  Fort  Montgomery  and 
its  dependencies,  it  may  fall  on  me  alone;  for  I  should  be  guilty 
of  the  greatest  injustice,  were  I  not  to  declare,  that  the  oflTuers 
and  men  under  me  of  the  differetit  corps  behaved  with  the  great- 
est spirit  and  bravery.    I  am,  &c. 

George  Clinton. 

[To  Gen.  Washington.] 

[No.  823.] 

An  Order  to  Impress  Wheat  and  Teams  in  this  State. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

Kingstoa  Oct'r  9th  1777. 

Resolved  that  the  Deputy  Commissaries  General  of  rurchaj^es 

and  their  Agents  be  impowered  to  impress  frotn  each  Person  in 

this  State  a  quantity  of  Wheat  either  threehcd  or  in  tli.'  Straw 

not  exceeding  Twenty  bushels  and  to  impress  the  Team  of  each 
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Person  to  transport  the  Wheat  impressed  from  him  t(>  a  Mill  jiay- 
ing  lor  such  Wheat  upon  the  Delivery  thereof,  at  the  mill  the 
market  Price  for  the  same  &  paying  also  for  the  hire  of  the  Team 
transporting  the  same  to  the  mill  at  the  rate  of  one  Shilling  & 
three  pence  per  mile.  Provided,  Nevertheless,  that  each  Inhabit- 
ant be  permitted  to  retain  fifteen  Bushels  of  Wheat  for  each  Per- 
son his  family  may  consist  of;  and  Provided  farther,  that  no 
Team  be  impressed  to  transport  such  Wheat  to  a  mill  moie  than 
ten  miles  distant  from  the  Place  whore  the  same  may  be  im- 
pressed any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  .contiary  notwith- 
standing. 

Resolved  that  the  above  Resolution  continue  in  force  'till  the 
tenth  day  of  November  next  &  no  longer. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Robt.  Benson,  Secry. 


[No.  824.] 

JOHN  SLOSS  nOBART  CONCERNED. 

Protection  Needed  for  a  Flour  Depot — He  Suggests  that  the  Militia 

Be  Concentrated  Upon  Burgoyne. 

Sharon  9th  October  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  made  exceeding  unhappy  yesterday  morning  with  the 

news  that  Fort  Montgomery  was  lost,  my  appri»hensions  as  an 
American  were  great,  but  what  greatly  encreased  them  was  the 
fear  that  your  Excellency  and  my  Father  must  have  fallen  with 
it.  These  considerations  made  my  distress  almoct  insupportable; 
I  took  horse  with  a  determination  to  look  fur  some  satisfactory 
account,  and  rode  on  'till  I  heard  that  one  of  the  Frigates  had 
been  abandoned  and  burnt,  and  thatyour  Excellency  had  swam  the 
IWver  and  cscaprd  after  the  fort  was  taken  -this  was  a  great  Re- 
lief to  mej  and  finding  that  all  the  militia  from  Amenia  Precinct 
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were  marching  down  and  that  a  number  were  also  goin^  f,,,„, 
this  Town,  which  has  already  furnished  upwards  of  300  men  for 
the  service,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  return  &  endeavour  that 
some  measures  should  be  taken  to  guard  the  Continental  maga- 
zine in  this  Town  which  contains  about  3000  Bbls.  of  Hour.  The 
guard  here  is  but  small,  only  a  subaltern's  Command  of  13  or  U 
invalids  from  Swift's  Regiment;  an  addition  of  25  was  made  to 
them  last  Night.  I  am  doubtful  whether  so  many  can  be  pro- 
cured to  Night. 

From  Sallisbury  they  have  wrote  to  the  governor  of  this  State 
for  500  men  to  guard  the  furnace  and  tliis  magazine.  In  th.- 
mean  time  the  authority  of  this  Town  have  desired  Coll.  Bunil 
to  furnish  a  guard  here;  just  now  I  saw  a  Letter  from  Genii. 
Putnam  to  Mr.  Canfleld  requesting  that  the  Militia  might  be  for- 
warded. Should  this  request  be  complied  with,  I  greatly  fear  the 
Consequence,  I  am  sure  the  disafifected  could  not,  any  way.  give 
such  effectual  assistance  to  the  Enemy  as  by  destroying  this 
flour.  While  I  am  writing  on  this  subject  I  must  remind  your 
Excellency  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  that  article 
near  the  Banks  of  Hudson's  Eiver.  It  ought  undoubtedly  to  be 
removed.  How  far  the  Legislature  of  our  State  may  think  them- 
selves warrented  to  interpose  in  this  matter  without  tlu-  inter- 
vention of  the  Council  of  Revision,  is  uncertain;  at  any  rati.', 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Commander  of  the  Continental 
Troops,  may  order  the  removal  of  every  thing  tliat  is  in  danger 
of  falling  in  the  Enemies  way. 

As  it  is  painfull  to  me  to  brood  over  the  dark  side  of  an  event, 
I  have  been  casting  about  for  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  our  loss  of  Hudson's  River,  and  I  sincerely  think  it  may 
prove  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  events  of  the  War  to  the 
Enemy;  if  all  the  Militia  of  this  State  were  ordered  imediately 
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to  Albany,  a  suflBcient  force  would  be  soon  collected  not  only  te 
prevent  the  meditated  Junction  but  to  defeat  both  armies  and 
put  an  end  to  the  war  not  only  to  the  Glory  of  our  arms  but  to 
the  safety  and  Happiness  of  our  Country,  I  am  no  military  man, 
and,  therefore,  expect  your  indulgence,  but  methinks  a  few  judi- 
cious movements,  might  induce  Burgoyne  from  the  hopes  of 
effecting  a  Junction  to  quit  his  advantageous  position  and  give 
our  army  an  opportunity  of  fighting  him  under  every  advantage 
they  would  wish  for. 

I  am  fearfull  that  the  want  of  information  at  Head  Quarters 
may  prevent  the  necessai-y  measures  being  taken  to  guard  this 
magazine  and  remove  the  flour  from  Hudson's  River;  shall  there- 
fore direct  the  Bearer,  if  he  can't  find  your  Excellency  in  Camp, 
to  desire  Genii.  Putnam  to  open  this  Letter. 

I  wish  you  could  spare  a  few  minutes  just  to  inform  me  of  the 
particulars  of  that  unhappy  affair,  and  of  the  fate  of  those  in 
whose  welfare  you  know  I  feel  myself  interested. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  equale  Truth  and  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  hble.  Serv't 

Jno.  Sloss  Hobart. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  825.] 

DANIEL  TAYLOR,  THE  SPY. 

His  Capture  and  Confession — Messenger  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 

Burgoyne. 
The  Confession  of  Daniel  Taylor  att  New  Windsor  Octo'r  9(h 
1777. 

I  left  Fort  Montgomery  yesterday  Evening,  with  a  charge  from 
General  Clinton  to  go  to  General  Burgoyne  and  acquaint  him 
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that  he  had  landed  about  Qve  Miles  below  the  Fort  claml,ei.-<l 
over  the  mountains  and  stormed  with  small  Arms  the  back  part 
of  the  Fort  which  he  carried  with  the  loss  of  Lt.  Col.  Grant  of 
ye  Volunt'rs,  Major  Campbell,  Major  Sela  a  number  other  OfficirH 
&  about  300  Rank  &  file,— that  the  Obstructions  in  the  river  were 
now  nearly  removed  and  that  he  Genl.  Burgoyne  might  now 
move  forward  or  go  back,— and  to  acquaint  him  that  Genl.  Howe 
was  near  Philadelphia  and  had  defeated  the  Rebels  and  that  the 
Frigates  belonging  to  the  Rebels  in  the  River  were  both  Burnt. 

A  Captain  Campbell  had  come  from  Genl.  Burgoyne  to  Genl. 
Clinton  with  Dispatches  and  set  of  on  his  return  Tuesday  morn'g 
ye  7th  Inst. 

I  left  Genl.  Burgoyne  6  Miles  above  Fort  Edward  the  last  of 
July — with  orders  to  acquaint  the  commanding  Officer  in  N.  York 
that  the  Roads  were  so  broke  up  it  was  extreamly  difficult  to  pass, 
but  that  so  soon  as  he  could  clear  the  Way  he  should  advance. 

I  was  likewise  to  inform  Genl.  Burgoyne  that  they  had  now 
the  Key  of  America — (say  the  passes  thro:  the  Highlands  of  Hud- 
son's River). 


New  York  Octob'r  5th  1777. 

I,  the  Subscriber,  for  Value  Roc'd  promise  to  Pay  unto  Daniel 
Talor  the  Sum  of  30£— 10  Shillings  New  Y^ork  Curency  With  the 
Lawfull  Intrest  untill  paid  as  Witness  my  hand, 

James  Quackenboss. 

Witness  present 
Nich's  Kittle. 
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New  York  Octob'r  5th  1777. 

I,  the  Subscriber,  for  Value  Rec'd  tlo  promise  To  pay  unto 

Daniel  Taylor  the  Sum  of  fourteen  pounds  New  York  Ourrancy 

with  Lawfull  Interest  untill  paid  ass  Witness  my  hand. 

Nicholas  Kittle. 
Witness  present 

James  Quackenboss. 


Mr.  Daniel  Taylor  Ser,  I  am  glad  to  heair  thai  you  are  come 
in  Safe  again  I  hear  you  are  a  going  homewarrle  I  have  Koght 
a  fue  lines  to  my  wife  and  my  brothers  witch  they  will  under- 
stand and  I  hope  it  will  not  endanger  you  rap  up  Some  Small 
thing  in  it  as  tho  it  was  Sume  old  paper    your  brother  John  is 

not  well    this  from  your  frend, 

Josiah  Woodward. 


[The  following  on  back  of  same.] 

Mr.  Taler  Sir  Be  So  Cind  as  to  send  nie  a  few  Lines  Consarn- 
ing  the  State  of  our  frinds  and  famelys  when  you  Left  them 
Last  and  Send  it  by  the  first  opertunity  This  from  your  Irving 
frind  till  Deth, 

J  Ob.  Woodward  in  Camp  at  Kings  Bridg  July  30th  1777. 

•  Capt. Chapman's  Company  in  the  Kings  Ameracen  Ridgment. 


Cantebury  Sept.  the  30  1777. 
this  is  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  well  at  present  and  have 
ben  faverd  with  helth  Sence  I  have  benn  at  work  heair  all  my 
aqueanteance  is  well  and  frend.    by  all  means  Send  me  word  of 
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the  afaris  of  the  frends  my  frends  Beng'in  Abi;;li  is  well  .in.i 
desiers  to  be  remeraberd  to  all  our  frends. 


[The  following  on  back  of  same.] 

I  Promis  to  pay  unto  John  Allcock  the  full  Sum  of  three  pence 
together  with  the  Intrest  till  Paid  by  me  Thos.  Allcash  in 
presents  of  all  Enquiring  frends. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents. 

Ever  Loving  Sister  after  my  Eec'  your  Letir  I  had  a  grat 
Desire  to  hear  from  you  again. 


Kings  Bridg  July  31st  1777. 
Mr.  Daniel  Taler  Sir_,  these  are  to  Let  you  know  I  am  well  & 
all  that  Came  from  Kinderhook  Exept  Ser't  Powers  &  your 
Brother  John  &  Joseph  Poter  are  Somthing  Poorly  but  are  all 
able  to  walk.  I  have  Nothing  Strance  to  wright,  Sir,  I  Desire 
you  would  take  the  trobel  to  wright  to  me  and  Let  me  know  the 
State  of  afairse  in  our  Naberwhood  of  our  fanuilyes  and  frinds 
that  Came  from  Kenderhook,  for  I  hear  that  you  are  a  going  to 
take  a  Joarnay  to  the  Nothard  once  more  and  if  you  arive  to  Ken- 
derhook,  we  all  Desire  you  to  Let  out  familes  know  how  we  all  are 
Sir  Be  So  Cind  as  to  wright  to  Som  frind  in  our  Nabourwhood  that 
they  may  have  Sertain  Inteligence.  I  would  have  wrotee  to  my 
wife  but  I  thought  you  would  Not  chuse  to  cary  a  lyoter.  Re- 
member US  to  all  Enquriug  frinds  So  I  Remain  your  friiid  till 

Death. 

Benj.  Ingraham  in  Capt.     •     Company. 

To  Mr.  Daniel  Taler. 


•  Indecipherable. 
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[No.  826.] 

MILITIA  UNCERTAIN. 

80  George  Clinton  Informs  the  Council  of  Safety — He  is  Prepared 
to  Fall  Back  on  Kingston —  The  Enrmifs  Losses  at  Montgomery. 

Head  Quarters  Mrs.  Falls'  10th  October  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

When  I  wrote  you  last  I  was  in  great  hopes  of  being  able  to 
have  collected  and  imbodied  so  many  of  the  Militia  of  this  and 
Orange  County  as  with  the  two  small  Continental  Regiments 
now  with  me  and  the  Reinforcement  promised  me  by  General 
Putnam  I  shoud  have  such  a  formidable  Force  as  to  enable  me 
to  prevent  the  Enemy's  penetrating  the  Country  by  throwing 
myself  in  between  them  and  the  most  Important  Places  as  they 
moved  up  the  River. 

But  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  I  am  greatly  disapointcd  in  my 
Expectations.  The  Militia  do  not  join  me  as  I  coud  wish,  they 
are  well  disposed  but  anxious  about  the  immediate  Safety  of 
their  respective  Families  who  for  many  Miles  back  are  moving 
yet  farther  from  the  River  many  of  them  come  in  in  the  Morning, 
return  in  the  Evening  &  I  never  know  when  I  have  them  or  what 
my  Strenghth  is.  The  Reinforcement  I  had  Reason  to  expect  & 
was  promised  by  Genl.  Putnam  I  am  informed  by  a  Letter  from 
him  last  Night,  is  only  to  consist  of  Brinckerhoof's  Regiment, 
which  I  am  sure  will  not  pass  the  River,  indeed  it  is  unreasonable 
to  desire  them.  This  being  my  Situation  I  think  it  my  Duty  to 
advise  you  of  it  as  my  only  Hopes  are  that  my  Force  may  not  be 
known  to  the  Enemy  &  that  I  thus  may  deter  them  from  doing 
what  if  they  shoud  attempt  I  coud  not  prevent. 
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I  have  7  Field  Pieces  with  me  live  of  the  Heaviest  I  have  or- 
dered on  the  West  Side  of  the  Wallkill,  towards  Hliawangunk 
which  is  the  Rout  I  mean  to  take  to  Kingston  tlie  moment  the 
Enemy  move  up  the  River, 

I  wish  some  small  works  coud  be  thrown  up  towards  the 
Esopus  Landing  so  as  to  cover  the  Landing,  &  secure  the  Defiles 
leading  to  the  Town.  Every  Man  that  can  fire  a  Gun  shoud  be 
immediatly  imbodied  &  employed  at  those  Works.  I  rejoice  with 
you  on  the  most  agreable  Intelligence  from  the  Northward  & 
thank  you  for  the  Early  communication  of  it.  I  know  of  Enemy 
on  this  Side  Butterhill  Clove.  The  four  armed  Vessels  that 
were  near  Polopen's  Island  fell  down  out  of  siglit  yesterday 
Evening. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Yesterday  my  Guards  took  two  Persons  from  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, (One  of  them  Daniel  Taylor,  charged  with  a  Message  from 
Genl.  S  Hen'y  Clinton  to  Burgoine.  The  purport  is  his  having 
taken  that  Post  was  prepared  to  weigh  the  Cheveaux  Defrize  & 
proceed  up  the  River  &  that  he  Burgoine  might  now  act  as  if 
every  Obstruction  was  removed.  The  Enemy  losst  4  Field  OfTi- 
cers  &  350  Rank  &  File  killed  at  Fort  Montgomery  by  their  own 
Accounts,  a  young  Noble  Man,  a  Volluntier  mortally  wounded, 
and  a  vast  many  others  wounded.  They  say  they  have  350  Pris 
oners.  I  know  they  have  not. 

Colo.  Livingston,  Bruyn,  Maj'rs  Hammil  &  Logan  are  Prison- 
ers, the  latter  only  wounded. 
[To  Council  of  Safety.] 
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[No.  827.] 

THE  AMERICAN  LOSSES  AT  MONTGOMEKY. 

Clinton  Unable  to  Furnish  Washington  With  Exact  Figures — Spy 

Taylor  Given  an  Emetic. 

[Oct.  —  1777.] 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  the  Nuinbeis  Missing  on 
our  Side,  as  Part  of  the  Garrisson  were  Militia  from  whom  it  is 
difficult  to  get  Returns.  Lieut.  Collo.  Livingston  who  accidently 
came  to  Fort  Montgomery  a  few  Minutes  before  we  were  at- 
tacked, Lieut.  Colo.  Bruyn,  Majors  Logan  &  Hammil  are  made 
[Prisoners]  Colo.  Allison,  Lieut.  Colo.  McClaghry  of  the  Militia  & 
my  Brigade  Major  Lush,  are  missing.  I  inclose  your  Excellency 
a  Letter  from  Genl.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Genl.  Burgoine  which  I 
found  on  one  Daniel  Taylor.  It  was  inclosed  in  a  small  Silver 
Ball  which  when  he  was  taken,  he  swallowed  but  a  strong  Dose 
of  Tartar  emittic  brought  it  forth. 

The  Enemy  suffered  great  loss  at  Fort  Montgomery.     I  have 

good  Authority  to  assure  your  Excellency  the  Enemy  suffered 

great  Loss  at  Fort  Montgomery;  they  had  7  Field  Officers  &  a 

young  Noble  Man  Voluntier  mortally  wounded  &  by  their  ac 

counts  upwards  of  300  Rank  &  file  killed. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  Washington.] 


[No.  828.] 
Calling  out  the  Reserves. 
Sir,  Kingston  OotV  10th  1777, 

I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed 
Resolutions. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  moet  Obed't  &  very  humble  Serv't 
By  order  Wm.  Floyd  Presid't  Pro.  Tem. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  Slate  of  New  York 

Kingston  Ocl'r  JOtli  1777. 

Resolved  that  Colonels  Pawling  &  Snyder  be  requested  to  issue 
the  necessary  Orders  to  have  all  the  male  Inhabitants  in  tlie  Dis- 
tricts of  their  respective  Regiments  of  Sixteen  Years  and  up 
wards  capable  of  bearing  Arms,  immediately  equipped  and  Tn* 
vided  with  Arms  &  Ammunition  &  to  appoint  proper  alarm  VaniH 
and  Places  of  Rendezvous  for  the  respective  Companies  to  rejiair 
to  in  Case  of  the  approach  of  the  Enemy. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Robt.  Benson  Secry, 


[No.  829.] 
Gen.  Lincoln  Wounded  m  the  Leg. 

Kingston  Oct'r  10th  1777. 

Sir, 

By  Order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  Extract  of  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Visscher  to  Mr.  Yates,  relative  to  the  Northern  .\rniy. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect 
Your  Excellency's  m.ost  Obedient  humble  Serv't 
Wm.  Floyd  Presid't  Pr.  T<m. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Visscher  (on  the  back  of  his  Letter)  mentions  (ienl. 
Lincoln's  have'g  received  a  wound  in  his  T^g  in  reconnoiteiing. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  830.] 

GEN.  HEATH'S  GOSSIPY  LETTER. 
News  from  the  'North  Encouraging — A  Discouraging  Outlook 

Elsewhere. 

Head  Quarters  Boston  Oct'r  10th  1777. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  DOW  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  27th 
Ultimo,  your  kind  expressions  of  Friendship  and  regard  Justly 
demand  my  warmest  acknowledgments  of  Gratitude  and  thanks. 
Similar  Sentiments  animate  my  Own  Breast  which  neither  dis- 
tance of  Place  or  length  of  Time  can  Obliterate.  You  are  often 
mentioned  in  my  Family  and  the  agreable  Hours  which  we  Passed 
whilst  at  Kingbride,  \Miite-Plains  and  Peeks-Kill  are  recapitu- 
lated; and  in  the  Marks  of  respect  and  Confidence  Confeved  on 
you  we  participate.  In  particular  you  will  please  Sir  to  accept 
my  most  Hearty  Congratulations  on  your  Advancment  to  the 
first  seat  of  Government  in  so  respectable  a  State  as  that  of  New 
York,  and  my  wishes  for  the  Divine  aid  &  assistance,  that  your 
administration  may  be  eaey,  agreable  &  Honorary  to  your  Self, 
acceptable  and  Happy  to  your  Constituants. 

As  to  our  Publick  affairs  they  are  a  Subject  too  Copious  for 
a  Letter  of  Friendship.  Happy  should  I  esteem  an  Hour  or  Two 
Spent  with  you  in  Conversation  on  the  momentous  concerns  of 
our  Dear  Country. 

The  Situation  of  our  Northern  afmy  affords  us  a  pleasing  pros- 
pect of  Success  in  that  Quarter;  with  respect  to  our  Southern 
army  we  are  at  preseat  held  in  painful  Suspence,  we  are  One  Day 
told  that  the  Enemy  have  Possession  of  Philadelphia,  the  ne.vt 
that  they  have  not,  to  Day  General  Washington  Covers  the  City 
with  His  army   to  morrow  Howe  Commands  it,  and  General 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  407 

Washington  is  close  in  his  Rear,  The  Anxiety  of  the  People 
is  Therefore  great,  momently  expecting  the  arrival  of  news 
the  most  Important  and  Interesting.  We  are  Just  luforincd 
that  the  Enemy  are  advancing  from  Kingsbridge;  wiicthcr  iliis 
report  be  true  or  not  Time  will  discover,  But  Guard  well 
the  Highlands.  I  view  them  as  One  of  the  most  Important 
Posts  in  America  and  whatever  the  Manoeuvres  of  the  Enemy 
have  been,  or  may  be,  I  think  those  Passes  to  be  One  of  (heir 
principal  Objects,  and  that  too  much  attention  cannot  be  Paid 
to  them. 

I  think  our  greatest  danger  at  Present  is  from  monopolisey  and 
depredators  of  our  Currency,  Speedy  &  effectual  measures  must 
be  adopted, 

If  the  great  &  Important  Business  with  which  I  know  you  are 
Surrounded  will  admit  of  it,  pray  write  me  now  and  tlien  as  op- 
portunity offers, 

If  any  of  the  Gentlemen  who  were  with  you  in  the  army,  are 
now  with  you  in  the  Councils  of  the  State  please  to  present  my 
regards  to  them, 

In  particular  please  to  make  my  most  respectf  ull  ComplinientB 
to  your  amiable  Lady  and  Daughters.  Majors  Pollard  and  Keitli 
present  their  most  respectfull  Compliments  also. 

With  the  Sincerest  wishes  for  your  Health  &  Prosperity 
I  am  very  respectfully  your  Obt.  Hbbl.  Serv't 
13th  4  o'clock  A.  M.  W.  Heath. 

P.  S.  we  are  Just  Informed  by  Express  that  an  action  hap 
pened  between  the  Two  northern  armies  on  Tuesday  last  much  iu 
our  favor  The  particulars  of  which  you  will  have  ere  this  reaches 
you;  we  have  also  a  report  by  the  Same  Hand  that  the  Eneniy 
have  taken  Fort  Montgomery  which  I  pray  may  not  be  true. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  831.] 
George  Clinton  Directs  A.  B.  Bancker  to  Remove  his  Prisoners  of 

war  from  the  Hudson  to  Wawarsing  or  other  safe  Place. 
Sir,  New  Windsor  Octo'r  10th  1777 

I  am  desired  by  his  Excellency  the  Gov'r  to  acknowledge  the 
Rec't  of  your  Letter  and  to  direct  you  to  remove  the  Prisoners  of 
Warr  near  Hudson's  River  back  toward  Wausinck  or  any  other 
safe  Place  those  in  Goshen  are  taken  care  of.     I  am  Sir 

Your  Most  Obed'  Serv't 
[To  A.  B.  Bancker.]  '  [G.  C.] 


[No.  832.] 

D.  Wynk^op,  Jr.,  Asks  George  Clinton  for  Instructions. 

Kingston  the  10  Octob'r  1777. 
Deer  Governor, 

I  Snceerly  Regret  the  Loss  of  So  Importent  a  place  as  fort 
Motgomrey  and  fort  Clinton  With  Loss  off  So  many  Gal  lent  offi- 
cers &  men  Killed  and  Taken  but  am  liappey  that  it  has 
Pleased  God  that  Your  Excellency  W'h  Generell  Clinton  and  So 
many  off  our  brave  officers  and  men  Have  Escaped  under  Cover 
of  the  Evening  In  So  Marreculous  a  manner.  I  Hertely  Wish 
you  Success.  We  Have  a  Faverable  account  from  the  North- 
ward afl  well  as  From  Generell  Washinton  But  Suppose  that  ye 
Councell  Has  Given  you  that  account  at  Large.  Your  House- 
hold Goods  and  Books  arrived  Here  Last  Night  by  Mr.  Dufliold, 
Without  any  Directions;  We  are  Riding  them  Hore  and  Should 
be  Glead  of  your  Directions  Concerning  them.  My  Wife  and 
Children  Joynes  In  our  best  Wishes  To  You  and  Yours.  God 
Gide  and  Protect  you.  I  am  With  the  Gratest  Esteem  your  Ex- 
cellencyes  Most  Sinceer  friend  «S:  Hum'e  Servent 

D:  Wynkoop  Jon. 
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P.  S.     our   People   are    iiiiu;(.sv  tlmt    ihcy  Jiccivd    So   Oidn.s 
How  To  act  In  Case  of  an  Invasion  for  tliay  Seom  una  nam  uh  To 
Defend  thair  Countery  and  the  Glorius  Cause  of  Libi'ifv  Hiif  f.ur 
Collonells  Have  Given  No  orders  yet. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton   Esqr.  Govcinur  n\u]   ('<.iii 

mander  In  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  at  New  Windsor. 


[No.  833.] 
Dt\  Tappen  Reports  to  Col.  Hughes  That  Mrs.  Clinton  is  Beyond  the 

Beach  of  the  Enemy. 
Plisent  Valey  about  8  miles  Back  of  Poughkeepsie  Oet'r  lOlh 

1777. 
Sir, 

I  just  now  Eeceived  you'  Latter.  I  have  got  Mrs.  Clinlou  as  far 
as  Mrs.  Barns  Eight  miles  from  the  River  where  I  hope  we  may 
be  Safe;  However  if  you  Should  think  the  Enemy  would  pene- 
trate Farther  into  the  Country  we  should  be  glad  of  a  Couple  of 
Covered  weagons.  I  Suppose  the  Intention  of  the  Enemy  is  to  go 
up  to  Albany  and  if  they  can  do  that,  will  not  penetrate  into  the 
Country  as  far  as  this,  I  sent  the  sloop  with  the  Governors  affects 
to  Eusopus  Excepting  a  little  Close  and  Some  of  her  Bedding.  I 
have  given  Directions  they  might  be  Caried  into  the  Country  there 
as  it  was  Impossible  for  me  thro  the  Hurry  to  git  them  iii>  fioin 
Poughkeepsie.  I  will  leave  th^^  sending  of  Weagons  holely  to  y«»n ; 
if  you  think  it  necessary  you  will  Send  them  to  this  Placf.  If 
you  see  the  Governor  be  kind  Enough  to  let  him  know  Mrs.  Clin 
ton  is  as  well  as  Common. 

I  Remain  you  humble  Ser't 

Peter  Tapiien. 
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r,  S.     we  Will  uot  be  Desirous  to  go  farther  than  this  if  you 
think  we  may  be  safe  here. 
Coll.  Hughes  Fish  Kills. 


[No.  836.]* 

Governor  Clinton  Offers  Excuses  for  Contumacious  Militiamen  Who 
Live  Along  the  River  Banks. 

Head  Quarters  near  New  Windsor  10th  Octob'r  1777. 

Dear  Colonel, 

I  am  just  now  informed  that  Colo.  Brinckerhooll's  and  Colo. 
Freer's  Regiments  are  ordered  on  this  Side  of  the  River  by  Gen- 
eral Putnam  to  reinforce  the  Army  under  my  Command.  The  Re- 
inforcement I  expected  from  General  Putnam  &  whuh  he  prom- 
ised me  were  Continental  or  Eastern  Troops.  I  never  suspected 
that  your  Militia  adjoining  the  River  woud  have  been  ordered  for 
this  Purpose.  I  am  very  sensible  Men  (however  well  attached  to 
their  Country)  who  have  their  Famillies  on  the  Banks  of  the 
River  and  Consequently  exposed  to  the  Enemy,  shoud  thty  move 
up  it,  must  leave  them  with  great  Reluctance,  if  they  have  those 
Feelings  about  them  which  I  woud  wish  them  to  have.  There- 
fore let  my  Situation  be  ever  so  disagreable  for  want  of  a  Rein- 
forcement I  do  not  desire  the  Regiments  of  your  County  who  lay 
adjoining  the  River  to  cross  to  this  Side.  It  is  my  only  wish  & 
desire  that  they  turn  out  like  Men,  join  Genl.  Putnam  and  defend 
their  CoUntrj'  &  this  is  my  Order;  &  I  am  sure  you  thus  will  obey 
it  both  from  Principle  &  Duty.  1  wish  you  to  communicate  the 
Contents  of  this  Letter  to  Cols.  BrinckerhofT  &  Freere  to  whom 

•Nuiabered  wrongly  by  the  original  editor.    Should  follow  833.— State  Historian. 
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I  Lave  not  Time  to  write.  The  Kegimeiits  lading  at  a  IHslanrc 
from  the  River  I  wish  to  join  me.  I  am  D'r  Kir  witli  j^'icat 
Regard  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
To  Colo.  Swarthoudt. 


[No.  834.] 
Colonel    Hughes  Notifies  Govet^nor  Cltnton  That  He  Will    A(his< 
Mrs.  Clinton'' s  Removal  to  Connecticut  in  Case  of  Danger. 
Leroy's  5  o'Clock  Saturday  Morn'g    [Oct.  11,  1777.] 

My  dear  Governor, 

I  had  a  Letter  from  Doetr.  Tappen  Yesterday  advising  of  Mrs. 
Clinton's  Health  &  Situation.  If  the  Enemy  land,  I  shall  give  him 
the  earliest  intelligence  of  it,  and  advise  a  Removal  into  Connccli 
cut,  as  they  will  endeavour  to  do  all  the  Mischief  they  can,  no 
Doubt.  There  is  a  clever  baggage  Waggon  at  Fishkill  that  you 
can  have  by  sending  to  Major  Keese,  if  it  can  be  got  over. 

I  order'd  him  to  deliver  it  to  your  Order,  Sir.  If  y<»ur  Kx<el- 
lency  should  be  in  want  of  Entrench'g  Tools  there  are  some  at 
Bogardus's,  that  have  not  been  sent  over  for  want  of  some  Person 
at  Newboro,  to  receive  them.  I  have  desird  Col.  Taylor  (o  fix  u 
Person,  and  believe  he  did,  but  he  is  so  often  absent  that  il  re- 
tards Business,  and,  therefore,  that  you  would  please  to  men- 
tion the  affair  to  him. 

Axes  we  cant  furnish,  they  must  be  collected  from  the  Iiiliabit- 
ants,  if  wanted. 

I  am.  Dear  Governor  your  most  Obdiit. 

11.  lIuijh.B. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  8^5.] 

Mutiny  in  Col.  Frear's  Regimmt. 

South  Part  Pougbkeepsie  Precinct,  Oct'r  lltb,  1777. 
Sir, 

Please  your  Excellency, 

I  have  represented  the  Conduct  of  the  Field  officers  and  the 
State  of  the  Regiment  to  General  Putnam  and  He  gave  me  orders, 

as  Follows 

Head  Qua'rs  Fishkill  Oct'r  9th  1777. 

Whereas  Orders  have  Been  given  for  the  milita  of  this  State 
to  turn  out  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  Enemy  Northward  & 
some  in  Coll.  Frear's  Regt.  do  neglect  to  turn  out  you  are  di- 
rected by  the  General  Takeing  a  proper  Force  and  Exert  them  to 
turn  out  &  on  Refusal  you  are  directed  to  Bring  them  iu  to  the 
General. 
To  Capt.  Swartwout.  J.  Root  D.  Adjut.  General. 

Sir,  I  must  in  Justice  to  God  and  my  Country  inform  your 
Honour  that  you  have  Some  Exceding  good  Soldiers  in  the  R«gt. 
of  Coll.  Frear.  But  they  are  distrest  For  officers  (hoy  won't  obey 
orders  and  act  without  Grace  in  General.  I  am  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  humble  Serv't  Barnardus  Swartwout  Capt. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq. 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York 
at  Head  Quarters. 


George  ClmUm  Annmnccs  to  the  Contwll  the  Capture  of  Daniel 

Taylor,  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Spy* 

Head-Quarters, 

Mrs.  Falls',  11th  October,  1777. 
Dear  Sir— I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday, with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morris  (by  a  second  express,)  con- 

*Froni  the  Journal  of  the  CouucU  ot  Safety. 
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taining  the  most  agreeable  accounts  from  the  noriliwanl.  iiy 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Genl.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  liurgoyno 
now  enclosed  you,  you  will  observe  that  Clinton  is  no  way  con- 
fident of  their  being  able  to  form  a  junction  of  their  arniioH, 
though  there  are  nothing  but  bars  between  tliom.  I  wish 
nothing  more  than  that  Clinton  may  attempt  it.  I  am  porsnadod 
that  though  the  chance  of  war  may  at  times  occasion  our  pros- 
pect to  appear  gloomy  when  the  enemy  push  hard,  yet  it  is  in 
that  way  their  ruin  must  and  will  be  affected;  and  I  greatly  hope 
that  Clinton,  not  wise  enough  to  improve  by  examjile,  will,  like 
Burgoyne,  (flushed  with  his  late  success,)  give  stretch  to  his 
forces,  or  at  least  send  parties  out  to  try  the  affections  of  the 
inhabitants;  in  either  case,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  he  will  meet 
with  the  same  fate.  Should  this  not  be  the  case,  I  hope  in  a 
few  days  to  have  strength  enough  to  be  the  assailant. 

We  have  nothing  new  here  since  I  wrote  you  yesterday.  1 
have  sent  a  flag  to  Genl.  Clinton  for  a  list  of  our  prisoners,  &c. 
which  is  not  yet  returned. 

The  letter  from  Clinton  to  Burgoyne,  taken  from  Danl.  Taylor, 
was  enclosed  in  a  small  silver  ball  of  an  oval  form,  about  the  size 
of  a  fusee  bullet,  and  shut  with  a  screw  in  the  middle.  When  he 
was  taken  and  brought  before  me  he  swallowed  it.  I  mistrusted 
this  to  be  case  from  information  I  received,  and  administered 
him  a  very  strong  emetic,  calculated  to  operate  either  way. 
This  had  the  desired  effect;  it  brought  it  from  liini;  but  thoii-h 
close  watched,  he  had  the  art  to  conceal  it  a  second  time.  I 
made  him  believe  I  had  taken  one  Capt.  Campbell,  another  mes- 
senger who  he  knew  was  out  on  the  same  business;  that  I  learned 
from  him  all  I  wanted  to  know,  and  demanded  the  ball  on  pain 
of  being  hung  up  instantJy  and  cut  open  to  search  it.  This 
brought  it  forth. 
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I  have  been  particular  in  this  little  matter  that  you  may  in 
future  understand  this  new  mode  of  conveyance. 
I  am,  in  great  haste,  with  high  esteem, 

Your  most  obedt.  servt, 
Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  the  Council  of  Safety.] 

Fort  Montgomery,  October  8, 1777. 

Nous  y  voici,  and  nothing  now  between  us  but  Gates.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  this  little  success  of  ours  may  facilitate  your  opera- 
tions. In  aiiswer  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  Sept.  by  C.  C.  I 
shall  only  say,  I  cannot  presume  to  order  or  even  advise,  for 
reasons  obvious.     I  heartily  wish  you  success. 

Faithful  yours, 

H.  Clinton. 
(Copy.) 

Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  837.] 
diarges  against  Soldiers  in  Arrest. 

New  Windsor  11th  Oct'r  1777. 
Thos.  Porter  of  Capt.  Tilford's  Comp'y  of  Militia,  Confind  by 
Lieut.  Clark,  for  saying  in  Publick  Company  That  the  American 
Officers   was   Cowardly,   and   that   he   Could    prove,   Genrl.   G. 
Clinton  Run  away  at  Ramapaugh, 

Jeremiah  Clarke  Levt. 

Evedences 

Phenies  Howel 
Elamiel  Wick 
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New  Windsor  10th  Octob'r  1777. 

Ensign  Edward  Weaver,  Ordered  In  Arost  for  Loivcinf;  liiH 

Regiment  Without  leive  and  Disobeying  Orders  and  r.rliavcing 

Unbecoming  the  Charecter  of  a  Gentelman. 

Lewis  Duboys  Coll. 
Evidences  Col.  Duboys 

Col.  Duboys'  Adjutant 

Capt.  Huchenson. 


Litelbretin  11  October  1777. 

Higgens  Conkling  Desrted  from  the  fort  lieforc  llir  limr  (»f 

acshen  and  Says  the  ganerels  would  not  a  font  if  had  not  Been  fur 

the  Speech  of  peopele  and  Severl  other  thangs  Can  b  made  aper 

Mary  Naaths,  Evidence 

Given  By  me. 

Nath  Finch  Adjt. 


A  Report  of  the  Prisoners  and  Crimes  In  the  Provost  Guard. 

Isaac  Vanyleek  Taken  up  &  Confined  as  a  Spy. 

2  Daniel  Taylor  Taken  up  &  Confined  as  a  Spy. 

John  Vanwaggoner  Confined  for  coming  from  Long  Island  Into 
the  Country. 

Wm.  Moharry  taken  up  for  Saying  that  the  Rebles  were  Rc- 
treat'g  before  Genl.  Burgoyne  &  that  he  hoped  the  Daunr.l  Kebles 
would  be  beat. 

James  Stoughter  Negro  taken  up  for  going  Into  N  York  with 
Wood  &  coming  out  again  &  being  found  In  C.iiii.'y  with  a 

Damn'd  Tory. 

*Thomas  Porter  for  speaking  Disrespectfully  of  our  Generals 
and  under  Officers  that  Commanded  at  Fort  Montgomery  and 
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further  saving  If  the  fort  had  been  Commanded  by  British  it 
would  not  have  been  given  up. 

David  Westervelt  for  Travelling  without  a  pass. 
Camp  at  New  Windsor  heights  Oct'r  11th  1777. 

Elisha  Hopkins  Adjt. 

1  Ensign  Weaver  of  Col.  Dubois's  Regt. 

Higgens  Conklin  of  the  Militia  deserting  from  Fort  Mont- 
gomery after  the  Advanced  Parties  were  engaged  but  before  the 
Fort  was  invested. 

It  is  suspected  that  Porter  deserted  in  the  Time  of  the  Action 
at  Fort  Montgomery  which  ought  to  be  inquired  into. 


[No.  838.] 

Dr.  Tappen  Uneasy  over  the  Situation. 

PUsent  Valy  Oct'r  11th  1777. 
Dear  Brother, 

Yesterday  morning  We  Received  Intaligance  that  the  Enemy 

had  landed  on  boath  sides  of  the  River  and  where  marching  up; 

all  the  town  was  in  Confusion  Immediately;  we  had  got  a  Couple 

loads  of  your  goods  up  to  my  house  and  in  the  hurry  we  got  one 

load  more  out;  I  ordered  the  Sloop  up  to  Eusopus  Kreek;  I  thout 

it  Safer  there  then  if  she  had  gone  to  Albany.  This  morning  I 

Sent  Polly  McKesson  and  Polly  Tappen  to  Eusopus,  Requested 

them  to  acquaint  Mr.  Wynkoop  and  Dumofid  and  let  them  do 

with  you  good  as  they  thought  best.     We  have  got  into  a  good 

place  at  Mrs.  Beams  About  Eight  miles  from  Poughkeepsie.  Caty 

is  as  well  as  Common;  she  is  well  Satisfied  with  her  Situation.    I 

hope  from  what  we  hear  we  Shall  in  a  few  Days  go  back  to 

Poughkeepsie.  I  just  Received  a  line  from  Gilbert*  Informing  that 

•Gilbert  Livingston,  whose  father,  Henry  LlTln^ston,  was  County  Clerk  of  Dotcfassa 
county. — State  Historian. 
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His  Father  was  Kobed  of  the  Reacords  of  this  Couuly;  I  Fear 
more  from  the  Tories  here  than  fiom  the  Kigiihirs;  however  1 
mean  to  Defend  the  woman  here;  Mr.  Maehien  is  wilh  us  he  is 
Bravaly;  Betsy  I  Expect  every  minnte  will  be  taken  in  hi  hour. 
It  makes  me  very  unhappy  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  at  this  time 
but  I  Cannot  leave  my  wife.  I  Congratulate  y<»u  on  the  good 
News  from  the  Suthard;  all  the  woman  join  in  love  from  your 
Loving  Brother 

Peter  Tappen. 

P.  S.     Caty  Rec'd  your  letter  of  the  Ninth  Instent. 
To  His  Excellency  Geore  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


[No.  839.] 
Col.  Hughes  Suggests  Sharon,  Connecticut,  as  a  Safe  Retreat  f«r 

Mrs.  Clinton. 

Hdqrs.  11th  Octb.  1777. 

My  Dear  General, 

I  have  the  Honour  and  Pleasure  to  inclose  you  a  Letter  from 
Doctr.  Tappen,  by  which  you  will  see  Mrs.  Clinton's  Situation. 
When  I  got  here  I  found  it  precarious  leaving  Camp,  and  therefore 
sent  an  Express  who  returned  with  the  above  mention'd  Letter 
this  Morning.  It  is  my  humble  opinion  that  your  Lady  &  Friends 
are  too  near  our  Stores,  which  are  at  Col.  Vandenbargh's.  If  you 
approve  of  the  Situation,  I  would  propose  Sharon,  from  where, 
if  Necessity  require,  She  can  easily  remove  to  Hartford. 

I  have  no  spare  cover'd  waggons  here,  but  as  soon  as  they  come 
in  I  shall  furnish  your  Excellency  &  Lady  with  each  one. 
27 
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Your  Excellency  will  give  the  necessaiy  Dii-ections  Concern'g 
wliat  is  gone  to  Esopus,  as  mention'd  in  the  inclos'd. 

1  am.  with  the  most  respectfiill  Regard, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obdnt.  and  very  Humb'e  Serv't, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton.  Hugh  Hughes. 


[No.  840.] 

Representative  Van  Houten  detained  on  Suspiewt}. 

Artilley  Park,  Bank's  Brige  11th  Octo'r  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  Stopp'd,  an  Old  Gentleman,  iiam'd,  as  he  Sais,  Van 
Houten,*  one  of  the  representativs  of  this  State,  who  is  going 
to  Haverstraw,  where  his  family  is — and  as  I  am  not,  as  I  Con- 
ceive, to  know  any  man's  Declarations  to  be  true  without  Satis- 
factory Vouchers;  shall  therefore  Detain  this  Gentleman,  'till 
further  orders — &  also  Stop  Every  other  person  I  suspect.  I  am 
Sir  very  respectfully  your  Excellency's  very  Hum'e  Ser't 

Gershom  Mott  Cap.  of  artill'y. 
Commanding  oflScer  for  the  Day. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

N.  B.  The  above  mentioned  Mr.  Van  Houten,  Came  on  foot, 
with  a  pair  of  Leather  Breeches  on  his  Shoulders  which  Circum- 
stances gave  us  more  Cause  of  Suspition. 


[No.  841.] 

General  Putnam  Requests  Information. 

Major  Bushes,  Sunday  Morning  (i  O'clock. 
Dear  General, 

General  Putnam  desir'd  me  to  let  you  know  (if  possible)  that 

he  wants  to  hear  from  you  this  Morning,  and  what  Movements 

•Roeluf  Van  Houten,  member  of  Assembly  from  Orange  County  from  1776  to  1779.— 

STATB  UlBTORlAH. 
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you  have  made,  as  well  as  the  Enemy  &c.  Ah  lir  w;i.s  iiif<inii  <l 
last  Even'g  that  they  had  landed,  oi-  were  ((iiir-r  up  l.v  I-aud? 
The  Ammunition  Waggons  that  is,  C  oT  lliciii,  air  -ioi  iliis  Sidr 
the  Mountain,  from  Fredricksbnrgh,  and  Col.  Oswald  wciil  otV 
last  Evening  in  order  to  hasten  them  down  ^^  gel  lliiiiicss  ((.in 
pleat  Sec.  that  Article  being  nu)stly  mov'd  back.  W'c  have  n<»l 
one  spare  Ax,  nor  enough.  The  Chandler  is  gone  (o  (lie  l>  I 
I  imagine,  for  there  is  no  Intelligence  of  him.  Cdl.  Tavlor 
writes  for  Saddles  &  has  them  just  as  plenty  as  we  have.  He 
must  take  them  &  give  Kects  &c.  Entrenching  Tools  arc  sent 
back,  but  will  be  got  in  as  fast  as  possible  &  forwarded.  CoI. 
Taylor  should  have  a  good  Hand  station'd  at  the  Ferry  to  re- 
ceive these  Articles  &  forward  them  by  a  light  waggon  cover'd 
with  an  old  Tent  or  Sheet  or  Blanket  or  Something. 

I  ask  Pardon  for  troubling  you  with  other  Peoples  Business, 
but,  as  I  am  circumstancd  could  not  we*  [11  do]  it,  without  being 
liable  to  Censure,,  or  at  least  suspected  of  Neglect  &c. 

I  sent  an  Express  last  Night  to  Doctr.  Tappen,  acquainting 
him  that  some  of  Enemy's  small  Craft  had  got  thro  the  Clic- 
veaux  de  Frise  &  advising  to  move  further  back,  wiiich  I  hope 
you  will  approve. 

I  arn.  Dear  General  most  respectfully  yours, 

H.  Hughes. 

The  Honble  General  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  hope  General  Clinton  is  able  to  keep  th(>  Fi<-ld.  l»lease 
to  offer  my  best  Regards  to  Col.  Lamb,  Col.  Malcolm  &  Col.  Webb. 


•MSS.  torn. 
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[No.  842.] 
GENEKAL  DICKINSON  CONCEKNEl>  FOK  NEW  JEKSEY. 

One  Thoustnid  Xcw  Jersey  Troops  Ordrral  to  (Icii.  Putnam  ami  a 
Brigade  to  den.  Washhii/toii. 

Ilead-Quartors  Elizabetli  Town  12  October  1777.  12  O'Clocli 
at  niffht. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  10th  instant,  was  this  moment  handed  me. 
I  am  stationed  at  tliis  Post,  by  express  Order  of  our  Governor 
&  Council,  for  the  Defence  of  this  State,  &  have  only  one  thou- 
sand men  with  me.  The  Enemy  have  left  five  Regiments  of 
Greens,  &  one  of  Auspachers  upon  Staten  Island,  who  are  only 
waiting  the  removal,  or  dismission  of  our  militia,  to  make  an 
excursion  into  this  State. 

A  few  hours  ago  an  order  came  from  Gov'r  Livin^sl<»n  to  me, 
to  raise  &  detach  one  thousand  of  our  militia  t(»  join  (icnl.  Tut- 
nam,  their  rout  directed  towards  the  Clove.  This  Order  shall 
be  complied  with,  as  speedily  as  possible,  but  you  know  the 
movements  of  the  militia  are  slow,  1  slmll  use  my  utmost  En- 
deavours to  forward  them,  under  the  coiiiucind  «»f  on»*  of  (»ur 
Brigadiers.  We  liavc  another  lirigadc  raising,  to  join  his  Ex- 
cellency General  \\  ashington.  The  Enemy  have  made  two  fruit- 
less attempts,  to  laisc  the  CIi('v<'aii\  de  trisc  in  I  lie  Delaware; 
a  severe  cannonadin-:  has  Ix-cn  lieard  ail  this  day.  Iioni  that 
Quailer  the  event  not  known. 

I  am  1  )'r  Sir, 

Your  most  Ob'  Serv't 

Philemon  Dickinson. 
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P.  S.  If  Doctor  Jones  is  near  von,  jiiay  picsi' \   cnmiii  •.  n. 

bim,  &  tell  liim  I  should  be  bappy  to  see  biin. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton  at  New  Windsor. 


D'r  Brotber, 

The  1000  men  who  are  Ordered  to  Join  Genl.  IVitnain  when 
they  Arrivd,  are  they  to  go  forwards  or  be  kept  here  till  fiiithrr 
orders  though  I  Suppose  it  will  be  some  time  before  tliey  ('onie 
please  to  write  to  me  About  it.  I  have  Detained  the  Express 
who  brought  this  for  your  Answer  to  Gen.  Dickeson. 

I  aui  Yours 

James  Clinton. 
Little  Britain  Octob'r  15th  1777. 


[No.  843.] 
A  Reqmsition  for  Ammunition. 

Fish  Kill  October  12(li  J  777. 

Sir, 

This  letter  conveys  to  your  Excellency  agreeable  (o  letter  of 
yesterday  the  Ammunition  sent  for  Vizt  20,532  musket  Car- 
tridges—5  Single  Barrels  Powder  &  1  Dble  Barrel  4  Keaius 
paper  4  lb.  Thread  1  Cask  flints  Likewise  2  Boxes  flaskets  & 
14  Boxes  Ball  Different  sizes. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem  &  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obdient  &  very  Ilble.  Serv't 

Jno.  Ruddock  D.  C'y  M.  ^^tures. 

His  Excellency  Genl.  Clinton. 
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[No.  844.] 

Prisoners  lender  Arrest  at  New  Windsor. 

A  Report  of  the  Main  Guard  New  Windsor  Oct'r  12th  1777. 
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Visited  the  Centinels  frequently  found  them  alert  on  their 
Posts. 

No  Grand  Rounds — Nothing  material  happined. 

Nathan  Beers  officer  Guard. 

The  Number  of  Prisoners  in  Main  Guard  and  their  crinies. 
.  Isaac  Vanvlek  taken  up  as  a  Spy. 

Dan'l  Taylor  taken  up  as  a  Spy. 

Jonathan  Vanwaggoner  confm'd  for  conieiug  from  Loug  Lsland 
into  the  Country. 

Wm.  Maharry  taken  up  for  saying  that  the  Rebels  were  Re- 
treating before  Genl.  Burgoyne  and  that  he  hoped  that  the  Dam'd 
Rebels  would  be  Beat. 

James  Sloutter  Negro  taken  up  for  going  into  N.  York  with 
wood  and  comeing  out  again  and  being  found  in  Comp'y  with  a 
Dam'd  Torie. 

Thomas  Porter  for  speaking  disreepecfully  of  our  Gcul.  and 
under  officers  that  Commanded  at  Fort  Montgomery  and  for  say- 
ing that  if  it  had  ben  cr)mmandc'd  by  a  British  Oflict  r  it  would 
not  have  ben  Given  up. 

David  Worstervelts  for  Traveling  without  a  Pass. 

Matthew  McKenny  of  Capt.  Gillepsy's  Comp'y  Col.  Hasbrouck's 
Regt.  of  Militia  confin'd  last  evening  by  Lieut.  Hunter  for  hav- 
ing spoken  Treason  against  the  States. 
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[No.  845.] 

VAUGHAN'S  RAID  ON  KINGSTON. 

Governor  Clinton  Apprehensive — His  Commnnmit'wn  to  the  Couiuil 
of  Safety — Shwt  of  Men  and  of  Ammunition. 

Head  Quarters  near  New  Windsor  12th  October  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  informed  that  many  of  the  Soldiers  of  Colo.  Du  Bois 
Regt.  Continental  Troops  and  Colo.  Allisson's  Regiment  of  Mili- 
tia who  made  their  Escape  from  Forts  Montgomery  &  Clinton 
are  scattered  up  and  down  in  different  Parts  of  the  Country  And 
as  it  is  essential  to  the  Public  Service  that  those  Corps  shoud 
be  speedily  collected,  I  must  request  that  you  will  cause  all  such 
of  them  as  are  now  in  your  District  immediately  to  repair  to 
Head  Quarters  at  this  Place  &  join  their  respective  Regiments. 


Little  Britain  3  Miles  from  N.  Windsor  12th  Octo'  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

An  armed  Schooner,  two  Row  Gallies  &  a  small  Brigg  passed 
the  Cheveaux  Defrize  &  are  ought  of  Sight  up  the  River  this 
Morning.  They  can  have  very  few  if  any  Men  on  Board;  but  they 
may  be  able  nothwithstanding  to  distroy  Effects  which  may  be 
found  in  Stores  on  the  Banks  of  the  River.  I  therefore  give  you 
this  early  Notice  of  this  Movement  that  you  may  Order  out  small 
Parties  to  such  Places  on  the  River  at  which  there  are  any 
Public  Stores  or  other  valuable  Eifects— tliis  1  am  sure  will 
secure  them.     I  woud  advise  that  proper  Care  be  taken  to  defend 
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Kingston  l.aiuliiiy;.  The  lew  I'icics  of  Aiiillciy  _\<>ii  liave  oii^lit 
to  be  takeu  to  the  most  suitable  Place  lor  thai  Purpose.  Our 
Galley  moved  up  the  River  some  Miles  before  tlie  Enemy. 

If  we  had  Kouiul  Shot!  for  our  1'4  lb"r  we  iiii,<;lit  make  this 
small  Fleet  very  uneasy  in  the  Kiver  but  tliis  we  have  not,  nor 
do  I  know  any  nearer  than  Albany  to  wliirli  Place  1  be;:?;  you 
woud  send  for  100  of  that  Size  ^V:  200  for  4  Ib'rs.  Three  Waj;gons 
will  brinj;  the  whole.  I  wish  [to  know]  how  soon  1  may  have 
them;  they  are  essentially  necessary;  indeed  I  believe  I  may  ven- 
ture [to]  say  Sir  James  Wallace  who  commands  this  Musquilo 
Fleet  woud  not  have  ventured  to  pass  the  Cheveaux  Defrizc.'  had 
we  been  able  to  use  our  24  Ib'r  whose  Axle  Tree  was  broken  at 
the  Time  but  is  now  repaired. 

I  have  no  late  Accounts  from  the  Enemy  below.  Genl.  IMilnam 
just  now  writes  me  that  he  hears  they  have  Landed  &  are  about 
moving  uj).  but  dont  mention  on  which  Side  the  River;  his  I^^tter 
implies  on  this.  I  sent  a  Party  out  yesterday  to  look  in  Forts 
Montjjomcry*  &  Constitution;  they  are  not  yet  Relumed.  Capt. 
Wooster  who  went  in  with  a  Fla.ug  returned  yesterday  Evenin-i:; 
he  was  received  on  Board  a  Ship  about  a  .Mile  this  Side  Fort 
Montgomery;  he  thinks  they  were  destroying  the  ^Vorks  there 
&  at  Fort  Clinton  as  from  the  Smoak  he  judged  them  to  be  on 
Fire.  Genl.  Vaughan  Commands  there;  Genl.  Clinton  was  Ab- 
sent. Vaughan's  Aid  De  Cauip  answered  my  Letter  by  inform- 
ing the  Prisoners  were  sent  to  N.  York,  that  any  Thing  1  wanted 
to  send  them  might  be  sent  on  Poard  the  Ad \ anted  Ship  iV 
from  thence  woud  be  forwarded  to  them  Diiin-tetl  lo  Mr.  Geo. 
Clinton  Fishkill.  Ko  List  sent  me  but  all  Colo.  4>u  liois's  Ollicers 
missing  are  Piisoners  with  Major  Lush,  Colo  Allison  &  Mc- 
Claghry.     The  later  has  seven  wounds  Imt  none  dangerous. 


•The  BrItlBh  caUed  Fort  Montgomery  Fort  Vaughan  during  the  twenty  days  It  was 
held  by  them.— State  Hibtorian. 
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I  am  distressed  for  want  of  Horse  Men.  The  Duly  is  tu<.  lianl 
for  Capt.  Woodhull's  small  Company.  Capt.  Salishtirry's  Com- 
pany  of  Light  Horse  (a  few  to  attend  you  as  Expresses)  must 
immediatly  Join  mo  for  wliieli  please  to  given  liim  an  order  as 
I  have  not  at  present  Time  to  do  it.  The  Commnnicalion  Iieinf? 
now  cut  off  between  Genl.  Putnam  &  me  &  before  I  liad  a  projMr 
Supply  of  Ammunition,  I  must  begg  you  will  forward  me  to  Hk? 
Artillery  Park  Shawangunk  10,000  Catridges  for  Small  aims  nf 
different  Sizes. 

I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  yesterday.  The 
Militia  of  Shawangonk  are  now  with  me.  I  have  sent  a  proper 
Guard  there  frona  another,  Quarter  for  the  Artillery,  which  in 
my  Opinion  is  much  better  than  to  leave  Men  of  the  Neighbour- 
hood for  that  Purpose. 

Colo.  Snyder's  Kegiment  may  continue  at  Kingston  to  throw 
up  the  necessary  Works  to  defend  the  Landing  «&  Town.  The 
rest  of  the  Eeinforcement  from  the  No.rthward  must  immediatly 
join  me.  Were  the  whole  to  continue  with  you  thoy  woiid  imt 
be  able  to  meet  the  Enemy  shoud  they  pass  by  and  land  near 
Kingston;  &  shoud  they  take  their  Route  by  Land  which  is  most 
likely  with  my  Present  Force  which  consists  only  of  the  ^liliiia 
of  this  Quarter  of  the  Country:  two  small  Continental  Regini'ts 
&  Colo.  Southerland's  Regt.  consisting  of  130  Men— Out  of  these 
I  have  strong  Guards  along  the  River  Shore  who  have  Orders  to 
keep  Pace  with  the  Vessels  now  in  the  River  &  throw  ilieiu- 
selves  between  them  &  Kingston  Landing  shoud  they  go  ihat 
high  up.  I  am  perswaded  it  is  not  only  for  the  Safely  of  Kings- 
ton, which  I  have  much  at  Heart  but  for  that  of  the  Country 
in  Genl.  that  I  shoud  have  my  whole  Force  collected  to  <.ne 
Point,  as  in  that  Case  I  shall  be  able  to  meet  &-  oppose  the  Prog 
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ress  of  the  Enemy  or  at  least  tlirow  myself  in  between  the  Enemy 
&  such  Places  as  may  be  an  Object  with  them  to  gain  which 
shall  be  my  constant  Care  to  do. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem  Gentlemen 
Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.C. 
From  many  Circumstances  I  am  perswaded  the  Enemy  are 
about  moving.  Genl.  Clinton's  being  out  when  my  Flagg  was 
down  yesterday — This  small  Fleet  coming  up  the  River  confirms 
me  in  this  Oppinion  And  I  believe  it  will  be  by  Land  agt  some  of 
our  Stores  &  ravage  the  Country.* 


[No.  846.] 
George  Clinton  Issues  a  Pass  to  Cadwallader  Colden. 
Gentlemen, 

Since  writing  to  you  a  few  Minutes  ago  Mr.  Cadwalled'r  Colden 
Jun'r  brought  me  the  inclosed  Letterf  from  his  Father.  Colo. 
Colden  has  given  his  Son  great  Pain  by  coming  Home,  especially 
at  this  Time  and  I  believe  the  Rest  of  his  Familly,  and  at  his 
Request  I  have  by  the  Advice  of  Mr.  Wisner  &  the  Field  Officers 
present  gave  him  a  pass  to  go  under  the  Charge  of  his  Son  (who 
is  to  be  answerable  for  his  Safe  Conduct)  to  you. 
I  am  your  Most  Obed'  Serv't 

G.C. 
Head  Quarters  12th  October  1777. 
[To  Council  of  Safety.] 


•In  many  minor  matters  this  letter  differs  from  that  printed  In  the  Journal  of  the 
Council  of  Safety.  Volume  I,  page  1069.— State  Historian. 
tNot  found.    See  page  468,  including  foot  note. 
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[No.  847.] 
A  Bepoi't  of  the  River  Guard  at  New  WindMtr  and  Murderers  Crcdc. 

Octobor  13tli  1777. 
Parole  Stephens         C  Sign  Parsons 
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Visiting  Centrys  and  Patroling  Parties  Kept  out  according  to 
orders.  Nothing  Material  Happened  since  Guard  mounted  except 
the  three  Prisoners  that  were  taken  for  Plundering  and  sent  with 
their  Crime  yester  Day  to  the  Guard  at  Head  Quarters. 

Thomas  Moffat,  Major. 


[No.  848.] 
Prospects  Glotving  in  the  NGvth,  Gloomy  in  the  South. 

Kingston  Oct'r  13th  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Council  of  Safety,  immediately  on  Kee't  of  your  Excel- 
lency's favor  of  yesterday,  dispatched  Capt.  Benson  with  a  Barge 
double  manned  to  Albany  for  the  Shot  which  you  requin  d;  on  iis 
arrival  here  it  will  be  forwarded  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 
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I  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Visscher  to  Mr.  Yates  by  which  it  appears  Genl.  Burgoyne's  Fate 
will  be  speedily  determined. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed't  &  very  humble  serv't 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Presid't  of  the  Council  of  the 

State  New  Y'ork. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


D'r  S'r, 

We  have  yesterday  taken  all  the  Enemy's  Boats  in  which  were 
the  Officers  Baggage  &c.  We  have  also  taken  some  ammuuition 
Waggons— 100  Prisoners  &  four  field  Pieces.  The  Enemy  are  got 
as  far  as  the  north  side  of  Fish  Kill*  &  have  burnt  and  destroyed 
all  the  buildings  in  their  Way.  Gcul.  Schuyler's  House  &  Mills 
are  all  destroyed.  Three  Brigades  of  ours  are  in  the  front  of  the 
Enemy  &  Genl.  Gates  with  the  main  Body  near  Genl.  Schuyler's 
House.    This  Day  will  settle  tin-  alTaii'. 

Yis.  .v;: 

Mat:  Visscher 
Albany  12th  October  1777. 
Ab'm  Yates  Jun'r  Esqr. 


[No.  849.] 

Military  Prisoners  at  New  Windsor. 

A  Report  of  the  Main  Guard  N.  Windsor  October  13th  1777. 

I'arole  Slevi-ns         Capt.      Subt.      Scrjt.      Corpl.      Privates      Total        Centmills  by   Hay    4 
C.  Sign  Parsons  12  2  2  38  *:•  CVntiiiells  by  NiKh    8 

Visited  the  Centinells  frequently  found  them  Alei-t  on  their 
Posts;  no  Grand  Rounds.    Nothing  Material  Hapi)€ned. 


•FlBh  Kin  on  the  Upper  Hudson  at  the  present  SchuylervlHe. 
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The  Names  of  Prisoners  Confind  and  their  Crinu's. 
Isaac  Van  Vleek  &  Daniel  Taylor  taken  Up  as  Spies. 
Jonathan Vanwaggennor  Conlind  for  going  Over  to  Long  iHhind 
to  the  Enemy  And  Returning  to  Ulster  County.  William  Ma- 
harrey  Confind  for  Saying  that  the  Rebels  wer  Retreating  befon* 
General  Berguoyne  and  that  he  Hoped  the  dam'd  Rebels  would 
be  beat. . 

James  Slouter  Malatto  Confind  for  going  into  N.  York  with 
Wood  and  Comeing  Out  Again  and  being  found  with  Tories. 

Thomas  Porter  Confind  for  Speaking  Disresi>ectfullv  of  our 
Generals  and  Under  Officers  that  Commanded  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomery and  for  Saying  that  If  it  had  been  Commanded  by  British 
Officers  it  would  not  of  have  been  given  Up. 

David  Wester  Velt  for  traveling  Avith  out  a  pass. 
Matthew  McKinney  of  Capt.  Gillespie   Company  C(j1o.    Uas 
brouck's  Regt.  of  Malitia  Confind  by  Lieut.  Hunter  for  having 
Spoken  Treason  Against  the  State. 

Jeremiah  Fitzjerld  Stephen  Anderson  &  Bcnj'ni  Andresi 
Confind  by  Major  Moffit  for  plundering  of  Leather  from  tli.' 
House  of  Theophilus  Carviu  which  was  found  in  their  Custody 
and  Also  for  Refusing  to  Stop  when  Ordered  by  the  Century. 
Barent  Miller  Confind  by  Ensign  Mumford  for  being  an  Enemy 
to  his  Country  and  Saying  that  he  was  A  Friend  to  George  the 
third  King  of  Great  Britain. 

George  Comford  Benj'm  Comford  Jonathan  Harris  .lohn  St. 
Clair  Godfrie  Kniver  Malaiga  Seagar  John  Poof  Aaron  Cruver 
Jose  Henry  Tise  Confind  by  Lieut.  Colo.  Hardenbergh  Charged 
of  Being  Enemies  to  the  State  and  being  found  in  Arms  Against 

the  States. 

Thos.  Wooster  Capt. 
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[No.  850.] 

ON  THE  EVE  OF  BUKGOYNE'S  CAPITULATION. 

Maithcw  Yisscher's  Rrpoii,  of  the  Recent  Operations  of  the  Northern 

A  mil/. 
D'r  Sir, 

I  rec'd  yours  of  yesterday's  Date  by  Capt.  Benson;  I  do  not 
think  upon  the  whole  that  the  Enemy  will  endeavour  to  come  up 
the  River  any  great  Lenght,  for  I  am  sure  they  must  ere  now 
have  heard  of  Burgoyne's  Fate,  who  as  well  as  his  Troops  is 
dispirited,  surrounded  and  out  of  Provisions,  His  late  precipi- 
tate Retreat  is  marked  with  Fear  and  Confusion,  his  own  markee 
he  left  behind  &  is  fallen  into  our  hands.  The  remainder  of 
his  Tents  he  has  destroyed. 

Deserters  &  Prisoners  are  bro't  into  our  Camp  every  Hour. 
Burgoyne  must  fight  his  Way  thro'  or  surrender,  &  from  the 
Situation  of  Affairs  the  latter  is  most  likely. 

We  have  now  in  the  Fort  confined  above  200  of  the  Enemy, 
principally  British  &  no  guard  to  send  them  off,  as  the  Citizens 
by  the  late  Guard  sent  to  Hartford  are  so  reduced  that  they  can 
hardly  compleat  the  Guards  necessary. 

Gen'l  Lincoln  is  not  yet  come  down  &  the  brave  Gen'l  Arnold 
is  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  cS:  there  is  reason  to  believe  he 
will  keep  his  Leg. 

Sir  Francis  Clarke,  Burgoyne's  Aid  I)  C.  is  very  dangerously 
wounded  &  it  is  supposed  he  will  not  recover;  he  lies  at  Swarts. 

Gen'l  Gates  might  e'er  now  have  attacked  &  defeated  Bur- 
goyne compleatly,  but  it  must  have  been  at  the  Expence  of  many 
brave  men,  which  he  wishes  to  avoid,  as  he  is  confident  Bur- 
goyne must  eoon  move   &   then  his   Advantage   must   be  great. 

At  the  Request  of  the  Committee  of  Albany  Genl.  Gates  has 
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ordered  Van  Schaick's  Re^nm't  from  Fort  tSchu^l.r.  to  ihc  as- 
sistance  of  the  Country  below.     I  am  &c. 

Mat.  Visselier. 

Albany  Uth  Oct'r  1777  8  O'clock  a  m. 
Tis  said  the  Enemy  have  thrown  some  of  their  heavy  Cannon 
into  the  Eiver.* 


*Froni  the  diary  of  Lieutenant  Digby: 

[September]  10th.  About  11  o'cloclt,  aa  express  arrived  with  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  were  on  the  move,  and  had  advanced  from  their  camp  at  Half  Moon  to  Still- 
water, a  few  miles  nearer  us,  but  they  might  have  saved  themselves  that  trouble,  ii» 
we  should  soon  have  been  up  with  them.  He  also  Informed  [us]  that  In  consequenc* 
of  that  unfortunate  affair  at  Bennington,  they  were  joined  by  some  thouauuds  of 
Militia,  who  in  all  probability  would  have  remained  neuter  had  we  proved  Bucccssful. 
From  these  accounts  we  threw  up  more  works  to  protect  our  camp  tlU  ready  to  move 
towards  them;  after  which  we  should  be  as  liable  to  an  attack  in  our  rear  as  front, 
and  the  waiting  to  secure  every  store  &c.  against  such  an  attack,  caused  our  being  >o 
long  on  that  post. 

11th.  We  received  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  cross  the  Hudson  river  at  a  momeiifi 
warning;  but  all  that  day  was  a  continued  fall  of  heavy  rain,  which  continued  till  tho 
13th.  when  the  morning  being  very  fine,  the  aimy  passed  over  the  Bridge  of  boat« 
and  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Saratoga.  We  encamped  in  three  columns  In  order  of 
Battle.  The  duty  here  turned  very  severe,  such  numbers  being  constantly  on  either 
guards  or  picquets;  during  that  day  and  the  next  we  had  many  small  alarms,  as  parties 
of  theirs  came  very  near  our  camp;  but  a  few  companies  soon  sent  ihtm  o0. 

15th.  Moved  about  3  miles  nearer  the  enemy,  and  took  post  on  a  strong  position  lata 
in  the  evening,  and  had  just  time  to  pitch  our  camp  before  dark;  about  U  at  night  wo 
received  orders  to  stand  to  our  arms,  and  about  12  I  returned  to  my  tent  and  lay  down 
to  get  a  little  rest,  but  was  soon  alarmed  by  a  great  noise  of  fire,  and  on  ruuuiug  out 
saw  Major  Ackland's  tent  and  markee  all  in  a  blaze,  on  which  I  made  the  neatest 
haste  possible  to  their  assistance,  but  before  I  could  arrive.  Lady  Harriot  Ackland,  who 
was  asleep  in  the  tent  when  it  took  fire,  had  providentially  escaped  under  the  back  of 
it;  but  the  major  was  much  burned  in  trying  to  save  her.  What  must  a  wouiau  of 
her  rank,  family  and  fortune  feel  in  her  then  disagreeable  situation;  liable  to  cousiaut 
alarms  and  not  knowing  the  moment  of  an  attack;  but  from  her  attachment  to  the 
major,  her  ladyship  bore  everything,  with  a  degree  of  steadiness,  and  resolution,  that 
could  alone  be  expected  from  an  experienced  veteran. 

16th.  A  detachment  with  about  2000  men  with  6  pieces  of  cannon  attended  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne  on  a  reconnoitering  party  towards  the  enemy.  We  remained  out  till  near  night, 
and  fired  our  evening  gun  at  sunset  to  make  them  imagine  we  had  taken  post  bo  much 
nearer  them;  and  afterwards  returned  to  our  camp  with  the  gun.  We  heard  Gen.  Gates 
had  been  there  the  preceding  day  attended  by  a  corps  of  riUemen.  It  was  then  pretty 
certain  and  generally  believed,  and  indeed  wished  for,  that  we  sould  shortly  have  a 
decisive  engagement, — I  say  wished  for,  as  they  never  would  allow  us  to  go  Into  winter 
quarters,  till  we  had  gained  some  great  advantage  over  them;  should  that  bo  the  caiuf, 
many  of  the  country  people  would  join  us,  but  not  till  then— they  cbouslDg  to  be  oa 
the  strongest  side. 

17th.  The  whole  moved  about  9  In  the  morning,  and  tho  we  were  marching  till  near 
night,  we  came  but  3  miles  nearer  them— we  going  a  great  circuit  thro  thick  wooda. 
for  such  is  all  that  country— in  order  to  keep  possession  of  the  helghu,  we  lay  on  our 
arms  not  having  light  or  time  to  pitch  our  tents. 

18th.  About  11  in  the  morning,  we  heard  the  report  of  small  arms  at  a  small  dis- 
tance.   It  was  a  party  of  the  enemy,   who  surprised  some  unarmed  men  foraging  not 
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[No.  851.] 

General  Dickinson  notifies  George  Clinton  that  600  New  Jersey 

Militia  arc  about  to  Join  Him. 

Elizabeth  Town  14tli  October  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  Day,  detached  M'r  G'n  Winds  from  this  Post  with 
three  hundred  men,  I  expect  he  will  be  joined  by  an  equal  num- 
ber tomorrow;  the  remainder  I  have  order'd  to  follow  with  all 
possible  dispatch. 


far  from  our  camp.  They  killed  &  wounded  13,  and  then  retreated  on  our  sending  a 
party  to  oppose  them;  aud  during  lUat  day  and  night  we  were  \ery  watchful  and  re- 
mained under  arms. 

19th.  At  day  break  intelligence  was  received,  that  Colonel  Morgan,  with  the  advance 
party  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  a  corps  of  rifle  men,  were  strong  about  3  miles  from 
us;  their  main  body  amounting  to  great  numbers  encamped  on  a  very  strong  post  about 
half  a  mile  in  their  rear;  and  about  9  o'clock  we  began  our  march,  every  man  pre- 
pared with  60  rounds  of  cartridges  and  ready  for  instant  action.  We  moved  in  i 
colums,  ours  to  the  right  on  the  heights  and  farthest  from  the  river  In  thick  woods. 
A  little  after  12  our  ad\au<ed  picquets  came  up  with  Colonel  Morgan  aud  engaged,  but 
from  the  great  superiority  of  fire  received  from  him— his  numbers  being  much 
greater— they  weie  obliged  to  fall  back,  every  ofllcer  being  either  killed  or  wounded  ex- 
cept one,  when  the  line  came  up  to  their  support  and  obliged  Morgan  in  his  turn  to 
retreat  with  loss.  About  half  past  one,  the  fire  seemed  to  slacken  a  little;  but  it  was 
only  to  come  on  with  double  force,  as  between  2  &  3  the  action  became  general  on  their 
Bide.  From  the  situation  of  the  ground,  and  their  being  perfectly  acquainted  with  it, 
the  whole  of  our  troops  could  not  be  brought  to  engage  together,  which  was  a  very 
material  disadvantage,  though  everything  possible  was  tried  to  remedy  that  incon- 
venience, but  to  no  effect,  such  an  e.xplosion  of  fire  I  never  had  any  idea  of  before,  and 
the  heavy  artillery  joining  in  concert  like  great  peals  of  thunder,  assisted  by  the 
echoes  of  the  woods,  almost  deafened  us  with  the  noise.  To  an  unconcerned  spectator. 
It  must  have  had  the  most  awful  and  glorious  appearance,  the  different  Battalions 
moving  to  relieve  each  other,  some  being  pressed  aud  almost  broke  by  their  superior 
numbers.  This  crash  of  caunon  aud  musketry  never  ceased  till  darkness  parted  us, 
when  they  retired  to  their  camp,  leaving  us  masters  of  the  field;  but  it  was  a  dear 
bought  victory  if  I  can  give  it  that  name,  as  we  lost  many  brave  men.  The  62nd  had 
scarce  10  men  a  company  left,  and  other  regiments  suffered  much,  and  no  very  great 
advantage,  honor  excepted,  was  gained  by  the  day.  On  its  turning  du.sk  we  wore  near 
firing  on  a  body  of  our  Germans,  mistaking  their  dark  clothing  for  that  of  the  enemy. 
General  Burgoyne  was  every  where  and  did  every  thing  [that]  could  be  expocied  from 
a  brave  officer,  &  Brig.  gen.  Frazier  gained  great  honour  by  exposing  himself  to  every 
danger.  During  the  night  we  remained  in  our  ranks,  and  tho  wo  heard  the  groans  of 
our  wounded  and  dying  at  a  small  distance,  yet  could  not  assist  them  till  morning,  not 
knowing  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  cxijecting  the  action  would  be  renewed  at  day 
break.  Sleep  was  a  stranger  to  us.  but  we  were  all  In  good  spirits  and.  ready  to  obey 
with  cheerfulness  any  orders  the  general  might  Isuc  before  morning  dawned. 

20th.  At  day  break  wo  sent  out  parties  to  bring  In  our  wounded,  and  lit  fires  as  we 
were  almost  froze  with  cold,  and  our  wotindod  who  lived  till  the  morning  must  liavo 
severely  felt  It.  We  scirce  knew  how  the  rest  of  our  army  bad  fared  the  preceding  day. 
nor  had  we  tasted  victuals  or  even  water  for  some  time  before;  so  sent  parties  for 
each.    At  11  o'clock  some  of  our  advanced  sentrys  were  fired  upon  by  their  rifle  men, 
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I  hope  they  will  arrive  in  time,  to  he  scrvici'uble  to  your  Ex- 
cellency. I  have  directed  Geul.  Wiuds  to  lake  the  nearest 
route  to  New  Windsor,  &  to  advise  your  Excelleuc-y  of  liiH  ap- 
proach. 

I  am  Your  Excellency's  most  Obt.  Serv't 

Philemon  Dickiusou. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 

and  we  thought  it  the  prelude  to  another  action;  but  they  were  soon  silenced.  It  wa« 
Gen.  Phillips  and  Fraziers  opinion  we  should  follow  the  stroke  by  attacking  their  caii^p 
that  morning;  and  it  is  believed,  as  affairs  after  turned  out,  it  would  have  been  bettor 
for  the  army  to  have  done  so;  why  it  was  not  attended,  to  I  am  not  a  Judge;  tbo  1 
believe  Gen.  Burgoyne  had  material  objections  to  it,  particularly  our  hospitals  being 
so  full  and  the  magazines  not  properly  secured  to  risque  that  luovemeut.  About  12 
the  general  reconnoitered  our  post  and  contracted  the  extent  of  ground  we  then  covered 
to  a  more  secure  one  nearer  the  river,  which  we  took  up  in  the  evening— our  left 
flank  near  the  Hudson  river  to  guard  our  battows  and  stores,  and  our  right  extending 
near  two  miles  to  heights  west  of  the  river,  with  strong  ravines,  both  In  our  front  and 
rear,  the  former  nearly  within  cannon  shot  of  the  enemy.  On  our  taking  up  this 
ground,  we  buried  numbers  of  their  dead.  Their  loss  must  have  been  coubidcrablc, 
as  the  fire  was  very  severe.  Contiguous  to  our  ground  was  a  fine  field  of  Indian  corn, 
which  greatly  served  our  horses,  who  had  but  little  care  taken  of  them  the  lust  Z  days, 
and  many  were  killed  the  19th.  At  night,  half  stood  to  their  arms,  and  so  relieved 
each  other,  in  which  time  of  watch  we  could  distinctly  hear  them  in  the  wood  between 
us  felling  trees;  from  which  we  supposed  they  were  fortifying  their  camp,  which  by 
all  accounts,  and  the  situation  of  the  country,  we  had  reason  to  believe  was  very 
strong. 

21st.  Their  morning  gun,  from  its  report,  seemed  almost  as  near  as  our  own,  and 
soon  after  we  heard  them  beating  their  drums  frequently  for  orders.  At  12  we  beard 
them  huzzaing  in  their  camp,  after  which  they  fired  13  heavy  guns,  which  we  imagined 
might  be  signals  for  an  attack;  and  which  would  be  the  most  fortunate  event  that  we 
could  have  wished,  our  position  being  so  very  advantageous.  Soon  after  we  found  It 
was  a  Feu-de-joy,  but  for  what  cause  we  could  not  tell.  In  the  evening,  an  express  was 
sent  thro  the  woods  to  Gen.  Clinton,  informing  him  that  if  he  could  not  advance  nearer 
to  Albany,  by  which  movement  many  troops  then  opposing  us  would  bo  drawn  off  to 
stop  his  progress,  we  should  be  obliged  to  return  to  Ticouderoga  by  IJth  October  ot 
farthest,  as  our  provisions  would  not  allow  of  our  remaining  there  beyond  that  period. 
At  6  in  the  evening  we  encamped.  It  rained  very  heavy,  and  the  general  often  ex- 
pressed his  desire  that  the  men  would  take  some  rest-being  greatly  harassed  after 
their  great  fatigue-to  make  them  the  better  able  to  bear  what  might  follow.  The  nlgbl 
was  constant  rain,  and  we  lay  accoutred  in  our  tents. 

22nd.  Formed  a  bridge  of  boats  across  the  Hudson,  on  the  left  fiank  of  our  line.  A 
spy  from  the  enemy  was  taken  near  our  camp,  and  we  had  reason  to  suppose  Ihcro 
were  many  others  around.  He  informed  that  they  had  a  report  Gen.  Uurgoync  wa« 
killed  on  the  19th,  which  must  have  arose  from  Cap'n  Green,  one  of  the  aid  dc  camps. 
being  wounded  and  falling  from  his  horse  near  the  general.  About  noon  there  wm  a 
confused  report  of  Gen.  [Sir  Henry]  Clinton's  comeing  up  the  river,  and  It  must  bo 
owned  Gen.  Burgoyne  was  too  ready  to  believe  any  report  in  our  favour.  Orders  wcr« 
given  for  our  cannon  to  fire  8  rounds  at  midnight  from  the  park  of  Artillery.  It  was 
done  with  a  view  of  causing  the  enemy  to  draw  in  their  outposts  expeetlng  an  atUck. 
at  which  time  2  officers  in  disguise  were  sent  express  to  Gen.  Clinton  with  "ossaRc. 
to  the  same  effect  as  was  sent  the  21st.  The  intention  answered,  as  they  stood  to  their 
works  all  that  night  which  was  constant  rain. 

28 
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[No.  852.] 
SERIOUS  CHARGES  AGAINST  TWO  COLONELS. 
Hay  and  Sheerwood  Accused  of  Gotcardice  by  Several  Subordinates. 
May  it  Please  Your  Exelency  We  the  Subscribers  take  this 
Oppertunity  of  acquainting  your  Excelency,  how  Matters  Shape 
in  Our  Place;  What  Coll.  Hay  Orders  were  from  the  Gener'l  we 
Know  not,  but  his  Conduct  in  this,  he  &  Coll.  Sheerwood  Con- 
cluded not  to  fight  the  Enemy,  as  You  may  See  by  the  Enclosed 
Certificate;  &  Still  Keep  the  Malitia  Embodied  at  Different 
Places  far  Enough  from  the  Enemy,  Some  at  Clerkstown,  Some 
at  Cakiatt,  &  Others  Near  the  Short  and  Long  Cloves;  all  Draw- 
ing Pay  &  Rations  &  Seldom  appear  in  Sight  of  the  Enemy;  the 
field  Officers  Seem  to  act  with  Reluctance,  all  but  Major  John 
Smith  at  the  Hook,  who  Still  Seems  full  of  Spirit;  Our  Part  of 
the  Countery  always  Seemed  Loyal  to  the  American  Cause  but 
under  the  Present  Situation  are  at  a  Loss  how  to  Conduct  them 
Selves;  and  we  fear  if  their  is  not  a  New  Order  made  &  New 
Officers  appointed;  that  we  will  be  in  a  Deplorable  Condition; 
the  Disaffected  Persons  are  Straining  Every  Nerve,  &  Seem 
Countinanced  by  the  field  Officers;  Several  Volunteers  have 
Offered  to  Go  with  Capt'n  Robrt  Johnson,  to  Cutt  off  the 
Enemy's  Guards  along  the  River  about  the  ferry  who  are  Guards 
for  the  wood  Cutters  as  we  are  Informed. 

If  your  Exelency  would  Ihink  Proper  to  appoint  Capt'n  John- 
son lo  have  a  Party  under  his  Command  &  to  act  in  Conjunction 
with  Capt'n  John  Gardner  who  Commands  the  Company  of 
Rangers — we  think  will  Answer  A  Good  Purpose. 

This  from  Your  friends  &  Very  Humble  Serv'ts 
Cakiatt  Octob'r  ye  14th— 1777.  Theunis  Cuyper. 

Gilb't  Cooper. 
To  his  Exelency  George  ClintoL.  James  Christie. 
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We  Do  hereby  Certify  that  at  the  time  the  Enemy  fleet  Came 
to  Harverstraw  &  ankered  at  &  near  Kings  Ferry,  we  was  at  Mr. 
Tomas  Smith's  &  I  was  Informed  by  Coll.  Hay  that  he  &  Coll. 
Shearwood  had  Concluded  not  to  fight  the  Enemy. 

B'  Gilb't  Cooper. 

Further  Coll.  Hay  Said  in  Presents  of  Capt'n  Aury  Blaw  Velt, 
that  his  handfull  of  men  was  not  able  to  Stand  that  army,  & 
it  was  not  worth  our  while  to  fight  them. 

By  order    Aury  Blaw  Velt. 
Cakiatt  October  ye  12th  1777. 


[No.  853.] 
Morning  Report  of  the  Main  Guard. 

New  Windsor  Octb'r  14th  1777. 


"O 

^ 

e 

^ 

•a 

c 

a 

Q 

Z 

Parole,  Dickenson, 

a 
'5 
o. 

a 

a 

u 

03 

"3 

2 
c 

0) 

M 

V 

u 
0 

a 
0 

> 

1 

0 

i 

•E 

>> 

.0 

CB 

a< 

a 

• 
a 

5 

Countersign,  Herd. 

1 

3 

4 

4 

60 

c-j 

•-'I 

6 

8 

Visited  the  Gentries  Frequently  &  found  them  Alert  on  th.  ir 

Posts. 

Receiv'd  no  Grand  Rounds,  Nothing  Extraordinary  Occnrr'd 

During  the  Tour. 

James  Stuart  Capt'n. 


436  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

[No.  854.] 
Repoii.  of  the  Provost  at  Netc  Windsor. 

New  Windsor  15th  Octob'r  1777. 

Report  of  the  Provost  Guard  consisting  of 
Capt.     Subs.     Sergts.    Privates    Total 

12  3  48  54    Centinels  by  Day  5 

Centinels  by  night  10 
Parole  Washington 

C,  Sign  Putnam. 

Names  of  the  prisoners  confined  &  their  Crimes  are  as  follows, 

[Here  follows  same  list  of  prisoners  as  No.  840.  Name  of 
Benj'n  Anderson  instead  of  Benj'm  Andress.] 

John  Stump  of  Capt.  Stewards  Co.  Col.  Dubois's  Regt.  John 
Hole  a  Tory,  Confined  for  being  a  guide  to  a  party  of  Col.  S.  B. 
Webb's  Regt.  supposing  them  to  be  British  Soldiers  &  piloting 
them  from  his  own  house  to  Jacob  Low's  who  he  said  was  raising 
a  Co.  for  the  British  Service. 

Daniel  Wackman  of  Capt.  Johnston's  Co.  of  militia  Col.  Was- 
book's  Regt.  confined  for  disobedience  of  Orders,  »&  refusing  to 
march  when  Legally  warned  at  the  late  alarm,  confined  by  John 
Herdenbargh  Lt.  Col.  of  s'd  Regt. 

Henry  Herriel  of  Col.  Pawlin's  Regt.  of  militia  Confined  for 
disaffection,  &  speaking  Treasonable  words  against  the  States, 
confined  by  Lt.  Col.  Johannis  Hardenbergh. 

Sam'l  Townsend  Nathaniel  Waters  Robert  Hess  all  of  Col.  Pawl- 
ing's  Regt.  of  militia  confined  by  Daniel  Frees  En<;'n  for  neglect 
of  Duty  &  disobedience  of  orders. 

John  Chrisfise,  Henry  Fise,  Daniel  Cogel,  all  confined  by  Col. 
Hardenbergh  for  disobedience  of  orders  &  disaffection  to  the 
American  States. 


TuBLic  Pai'ers  of  Geougb  Clinton.  r.'.T 

Visited  the  Centinels  frequently  found  llioni  alnt  ui.on  Hieir 
Posts,  no  Grand  Bounds,  nothing  material  since  CJii.inl  mk. ant- 
ing. 

Philip  DB  Bevier,  Officer  of  the  Guard. 


[No.  855.] 

Statement  of  a  Captured  Youth  Relative  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 

Designs. 

New  Antrim  15th  Oct'r  1777. 

The  Examination  of  Boswell  Harris,  from  on  Board  the  Scoon- 
ner  Delligate,  General  [Henry]  Clinton's  own  Sconner,  l)i»rii  in 
New  London,  Who  sayeth  that  he  was  in  Sir  Harry  Clinton's 
Boat  this  day  about  Nine  O'clock,  and  heard  the  General  say 
that  he  would  Not  Sleep  till  he  was  In  Albany;  further  saith  the 
General  said,  he  shou'd  been  in  Albany  this  Neight;  says  He 
heard  the  Generals  A  D  Camp  say,  the  had  about  5000  men,  the 
Greatest  Part  Hassians,  say  one  Cor'l  kill  2  Capt;  that  part  of 
the  New  Recruits  Landed  at  or  near  fort  Independence;  th<' 
have  finished  the  Distruction  by  fire;  and  otherwise  Last  neight 
the  have  Taken  part  of  the  Gunns  into  fort  Clinton  which  the 
Intend  to  keep  and  Occupy;  General  Clinton  is  to  sail  up  to 
Albany  in  the  Prestons  Tender,  a  Mudian  Built  Sloop,  Carries 
Eight  Three  Pounders,  and  our  Galley;  the  Took  Now  with  some 
Other  armed  vessels  &  the  Preston  man  of  war,  is  Goeing  nj)  as 
farr  as  she  can  Gett;  says  these  are  Principally  the  Troops  that 
Lay  in  &  about  York;  the  Troops  from  Cork,  Ilashians  said  to 
be  5000  yt  come  in.  Replaced  them,  being  verry  sick  &  feble,  says 
thair  was  no  Light-horse  as  has  been  said  come  to  York  nor  no 
other  Troops  but  them  Hashians  this  28  days  that  he  has  been 
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in  York,  nor  has  heard  of  none  altho  often  on  shore  as  he  was 
with  the  General;  the  above  Lad  was  Taken  out  of  one  of  our 
vessals  going  for  a  Load  of  salt  &  I  think  may  Be  Relyed  on  to 
what  he  says  as  farr  as  he  has  heard. 

John  Suffern. 
N.  B.  He  says  thair  was  not  Last  neight  more  than  100  men 
in  fort  Clinton  besides  the  Guards  out.  He  says  Randolph,  fri- 
gett,  Took  a  ship  with  780  Hh'ds  Rum  mounted  28  guns  &  brg 
&  slup  all  carrying  Guns  with  20  Gentleman  on  board  a  Great 
Dale  Cash  &c.  Had  not  time  to  copy  it  of  the  Bearor  waiting. 
To  General  George  Clinton. 


[No.  85G.] 

Kingston  Preparing  for  the  Enemy. 

Kingston  Oct'r  15th  5  O'Clock  P.  M. 

Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  just  come  to  hand  by  Express— we  tho't  it 
necessary  to  open  it  as  it  might  contain  matters  which  at  this 
critical  Juncture  we  conceived  we  ought  to  know  without  Delay. 

We  just  this  moment  have  received  Information  from  the  Land- 
ing that  about  thirty  Sail  of  the  Enemy's  Vessels  appear'd  op- 
posite to  Esopus  Island  &  standing  up  the  River.  Some  Works 
have  been  thrown  up  below  according  to  your  Excellency  re- 
quistion--the  alarm  Guns  were  just  now  fired.  We  have  not 
any  particulars  on  this  Occasion  more  than  already  mentioned. 
We  shall  forward  any  further  Information  to  you  as  it  may  from 
time  to  time  occur  without  the  Loss  of  a  moment.  In  the  mean 
time  give  us  leave  Sir  to  assure  you  that  we  will  contribute  all 
in  our  Power  to  enable  the  militia  Officers  who  coniuiaud  here 
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to  make  the  best  possible  Defence  at  tliis  PosI    «liiriii<:    v.mr 
Excellency's  absence. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Pierre  Van  Corllandl  Prcs'dt. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  857.] 

GATES  ANNOUNCES  BURGOYNE'S  SURRENDEK. 

And  Forwards  to  Governor  Clinton  a  Copy  of  the  Articles  of 

Capitulation. 

Saratoga  Octbr.  15h  1777. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  I  have  the  Honour  to  send  your  Excellency,  a  Copy 
of  my  Letter  of  this  Day  to  Major  General  Putnam,  with  a  Cupy 
of  the  Terms  on  which  Lt.  General  Burgoyne  has  proposed  to 
surrender.* 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  affectionate  liumble  Servant 

Horatio  Gales. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  Esq. 


Copy. 

Camp  at  Saratoga  15"  Septr.  [Oct.]  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  your  Letter  of  the  13h  Inst.     It  is  coitaiiily 

right,  to  collect  your  whole  Force,  and  push  up  the  East  Side 

of  the  River,  after  the  Enemy.     You  may  be  sure,  they  have 


♦These  communications  have  been  lettered  by  Mr.  George  W.  Clinton  aa  866,  "  A." 
•'  B,"  "  C."  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  should  be  placed  under  the  number  867.-STATB 
Historian. 
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Nothing  they  care  for  iu  New  York,  then  why  should  you  attack 

an  empty  Town,  which  you  know  to  be  untenable,  the  Moment 

they  bring  their  Men  of  War  against  it. 

Yesterday  General  Burgoyne  proposed  to  surrender  upon  the 

inclosed  Terms,  the  Capitulation  will,  I  believe,  be  settled  today, 

when  I   shall  have  Nothing  but  General    [Henry]    Clinton  to 

think  of — if  you  keep  Pace,  with  him  on  one  Side,  the  Governor 

[Clinton]  on  the  other  and  I  in  his  Front,  I  cannot  see  how  he 

is  to  get  home  again. 

I  am  Dear  General  your  affectionate  Itumble  Servant 

Horatio  Gales. 
Honble.  Major  Genl.  Putnam. 

The  annexed  Answ^ers  being  given  to  Major  General  Gates' 
Proposals,  it  remains  for  Lt.  General  Biirgoyne,  and  the  Army 
under  his  Couimand,  to  state  the  following  Preliminary  Articles* 
on  their  Part. 

1st.  The  Troops  to  march  out  of  their  Camp  with  the  Honours 
of  War,  and  the  Artillery  of  the  Intrenchments,  wlii<li  will  be 
left,  as  hereafter  may  be  regulated. 

2nd.  A  free  Passage  to  be  granted  to  [this]  Army  lu  Great 
Britain,  upon  condition  of  not  serving  iu  North  America  during 
the  present  Contest  and  a  proper  Port  to  be  assigned  for  the 
Entry  of  Transports  to  receive  the  Troops  whenever  General 
Howe  shall  so  order. 

3rd.  Should  any  Cartel  take  Place  by  which  this  Aruiy  or  any 
Part  of  it  may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing  Articles  to  be  void, 
[so]  far  as  such  Exchange  shall  be  made. 

4th.  All  Officers  to  retain  their  Carriages,  P.att  Horses  and 
oihci-  (.'attle,  and  no  llaggage  to  be  molested  or  seaiclid,  the  Lt. 


•These  articles  differ  in  several  minor  respects  with  those  published  In  Burgoyne's 
Orderly  nook.    The  text  of  the  latter  has  been  followed.— State  Historian. 


Public  Papers  of  Gborgfj  Clinton.  Ill 

General  giving  his  Hononi',  tlmt  there  ;ii<'  no  jmiIiIh  m..i<-s 
secreted  therein,  Major  General  Gates  will  of  couisc  lake  ilic 
necessary  Measures  for  the  Security  of  this  article. 

5th.  Upon  the  March,  the  Officers  are  not  to  be  sopaialcd  Irom 
their  men,  and  in  Quarters  the  Officers  [shall]  he  lod^'d  accord- 
ing to  Rank,  and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from  assembling  th<Mr  Men 
for  Roll  Callings  and  other  necessary  Purposes  of  Regularity. 

G".  There  are  various  Corps  in  this  Army  composed  <ir  Snilors, 
Batteau  Men,  Artificers,  Drivei-s,  Independant  Companies  and 
followers  of  the  Army  and  it  is  expected  that  [Ihese]  Persons  of 
whatever  Country  shall  be  included  in  the  fullest  [sense  and 
utmost]  Extent  of  the  above  Articles  and  coniprelicndcd  in  every 
respect  as  British  Subjects. 

7h.  All  Canadians  and  Persons  belonging  to  the  Establishment 
in  Canada  to  be  permitted  to  return  there. 

8th.  Passports  to  be  immediately  granted  for  three  Officers, 
not  exceeding  the  Rank  of  Captain,  who  shall  be  appointed  by 
General  Burgoyne  to  carry  Despatches  to  S'r  Wm.  Howe,  S'r 
Guy  Carlton,  and  to  Great  Britain,  by  the  Way  of  New  York, 
and  the  public  Faith  to  be  engaged  that  these  Despatches  are 
not  to  be  opened. 

9h.  The  foregoing  Articles  are  to  be  considered  only  as  Pre- 
limanaries  for  framing  a  Treaty,  in  the  Course  of  which  others 
may  arise  to  be  consider'd  by  both  Parties,  for  which  Purpose 
it  is  proposed  that  two  Officers  of  each  Army,  shall  meel  ^:  re- 
port their  Deliberations  to  their  respective  Generals. 

lOh.  Lt.  Genl.  Burgoyne  will  send  his  Deputy  Adjmaiu  Ch-ii 
eral  to  receive  Major  General  Gates's  Answer  Tomorrow  Mornin- 
at  10  O'clock.  '^-  '''"•^"^>"^- 

Saratoga  Octbr.  14"  1777. 
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*[The  eight  lirst  Preliminary  Articles  of  Lieutenant  General 
Burgoyne's  Proi>osals.  :iii<l  the  second,  third  and  fourth  of  those 
of  Major  General  Gates  of  yesterday  being  agreed  to,  the  founda- 
tion of  the  proposed  Treaty  is  out  of  Dispute,  but  the  several 
Subordinate  Articles  and  Regulations  necessarily  springing  from 
those  Preliminaries,  and  requiring  Explanation  and  precision 
between  the  parties  before  a  Definitive  Treaty  can  be  safely  ex- 
ecuted, a  longer  Time  than  that  mentioned  by  General  Gates 
in  his  answer  to  the  9th  Article  becomes  indispensably  neces- 
sary. Lieutenant  General  Burgoyue  is  willing  to  appoint  two 
Officers  immediately  to  meet  two  others  from  Major  General 
Gates,  to  propound,  discuss  and  settle  those  Subordinate  Ar- 
ticles, in  order  that  the  Treaty  in  due  form  may  be  executed 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Signed  John  Burgo>iie. 

Camp  at  Saratoga,  15th  Oct.  1777.] 


Gen.  Gates  to  Geoi-ge  Clinton. 

Saratoga  Ootbr.  15"  1777. 

Sir, 

By    the    Mistake    of    my    Aid  De  Camp  the  Indosedf  was 
left  out  of  your  Packet,  sent  this  morning. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Horatio  Gates. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton  Esq. 


•This  paragraph  Is  not  contained  In  the  copy  in  the  Clinton  Manuscripts.    Supplied 
from   Burgoyne's   Orderly    Book, 
t  Presumably  refers  to  the  Articles  of  Capitulation. 
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[No.  858.] 

Daniel  Taylor  the  Spy  Sentenced  to  Death. 

At  a  general  Court  Martial  held  at  the  Heighths  of  New  Wind- 
sor the  14th  October  1777,  by  Order  of  Brigadier  General  George 
Clinton  whereof  Colonel  Duboyse  was  President. 

Members. 

Major  Bradford  Capt'n  Galespie 

Major  Huntington  Capt'n  Conklin 

Captain  Savage  Capt'n  Wood 

Capt'nWatson  Capt'n  Hamtramk 

Capt'n  Wyllys  Capt'n  Lee 

Capt'n  Ellis  Capt'n  Husted 

Daniel  Taylor*  charged  with  Lurking  about  the  Camp  as  a  Spy 
from  the  Enemy,  confined  by  Order  of  Gen.  Clinton,  was  brought 
before  said  Court,  and  to  the  above  Crime  the  Prisoner  plead  Not 
Guilty,  But  confessed  his  being  an  Express  from  General  Clinton 
to  General  Burgoyne  when  taken,  And  that  he  had  been  em- 
ployed as  an  Express  also  from  General  Burgoyne  to  General 
Clinton,  and  was  taken  in  the  Camp  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  near  New  Windsor  by  Lieutenant  Howe.  Taylor  likewise 
confessed  his  being  a  first  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Stewai-t's  Com- 
pany in  the  9th  Regiment  of  the  British  Troops,  and  but  one  Man 
in  Company  when  taken.  The  Prisoner  plead  that  he  waa  not 
employed  as  a  Spy,  but  on  the  contrary  was  charged  both  by 
General  Clinton  and  Burgoyne  not  to  come  near  our  Camp;  but 
meeting  accidently  with  some  of  our  Troops,  in  Jiiilish  rnifuin.. 
he  was  thereby  deceived,  and  discovered  himself  to  them. 


•See  page  275.— State  Historian. 
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The  Court  after  considering  the  Case  were  of  Opinion  that  the 
Prisoner  is  Guilty  of  the  Charge  brought  against  him  and  ad- 
judged him  to  suffer  Death,  to  be  hanged*  at  such  Time  and 
Phace  as  the  General  shall  direct. 

A  true  Copy  of  the  Proceedings.     Test. 

Lewis  Duboys  Colo,  pr'dt. 


Head  Quarters  at  Marble  Town  16th  October  1777. 
The  Sentence  of  the  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Colo.  Du 
Bois  was  president  against  the  within  named  Daniel  Tayjor  is 
approved  &  Ordered  to  be  carried    into  Execution    when    the 
Troops  are  paraded  &  before  they  march  Tomorrow  Morning. 

Geo.  Clinton  B.  Genl. 

Continental  Army. 


[No.  859.] 
George  Clinton  Announces  to  Gen.  Gates  tJie  Approach  of  the  Enemy 

to  Kingston. 
Kingston  16th  Oct'r  1777  one  o'Olock. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  consisting  of  up- 
wards of  thirty  Sail  anchored  last  night  about  six  miles  below 
the  Landing  Place  of  this  Town,  which  they  now  lie  directly  op- 
I>osite  to  and  appear  to  be  making  dispositions  for  Landing.  1 
have  so  few  men  with  me  Ihat  I  cannot  say  I  have  the  best  Pros- 
pect of  having  so  good  a  Defence  as  might  be  wished.  A  Re- 
inforcement is  on  the  way  to  me  which  I  left  last  night  and 


•Taylor   was    hanged    upon    the    limb    of    an    apple    tree    October    18,    1777.— State 
Historian. 
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which  I  believe  will  not  coiiio  up  in  Season  and  at  any  Itato  must 
be  exceedingly  fatigued.  I  am  just  infoi-med  that  I  he  Enemy 
are  coming  to  the  Land.  I  think  it  necessary  to  give  you  thia 
Information  that  you  may  take  such  Steps  as  may  to  you  a]. pear 
necessary  to  render  their  Acquisition  of  this  town  of  us  lifil.. 
Importance  as  possible. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  &  humble  Servant 

[George  Clinton.] 

P.  S.  I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  Success  to  the 
northward. 

to  Major  Genl.  Gates. 

of  the  same  Date. 
Sir, 

Eead  Seal  and  send  forward  the  enclosed  letter.  Use  your 
Discretion  as  to  the  Contents  take  the  most  prudent  measures 
with  your  sick  wounded  &  Prisoners.  It  is  possible  the  Enemy 
may  push  on  to  Albany.     I  am  Sir  your  humble  Servant, 


[No.  860.] 

BUKGOYNE'S  DOWNFALL. 

The  Articles  of  Convention  Agreed  Upon  between  Him  and  Major- 

General  Gates. 

Articles  of  Convention  between  Lieut't  General  Burgoyne  and 
Major  General  Gates. 

1st.  The  Troops  under  Lieut't  General  Burgoyne  to  ^far.h 
out  of  their  Camp  with  the  Honours  of  War,  and  the  Artillery 
of  the  Intrenchments,  to  the  Verge  of  the  River,  where  the  Old 
Fort  stood,  where  the  Arms  and  Artillery  are  to  be  left.  The 
Arms  are  to  be  piled  by  Word  of  Command  of  their  own  Oflacers. 
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2nd.  A  free  Passage  to  be  granted  to  the  Army  under  Lieut't 
Genl.  Burgoyne  to  Great  Brittain,  on  Condition  of  not  serving 
again  in  North  America,  during  the  Present  Contest,  and  the 
Port  of  Boston  is  Assign'd  for  the  Entry  of  Transports  to  receive 
the  Troops,  whenever  General  Howe  shall  so  Order. 

3rd.  Should  any  Cartel  take  Place,  by  which  the  Army  under 
General  Burgoyne,  or  any  Part  of  it  may  be  exchanged  the  fore- 
going Article  to  be  void,  as  far  as  such  Exchange  shall  be  made. 

4th.  The  Army  under  Lieut.  General  Burgoyne  to  march  to 
Massachusetts  Bay,  by  the  Easiest,  most  expeditious  and  con- 
venient Routes;  and  to  be  Quartered,  in,  near,  or  as  convenient  as 
Possible  to  Boston,  that  the  March  of  the  Troops  may  not  be 
delayed,  when  Transports  arrive  to  receive  them. 

5th.  The  Troops  to  be  supplied  on  their  March,  and,  during 
being  in  Quarters  with  Provisions  by  General  Gates's  Orders  at 
the  same  Kate  of  Rations,  as  the  Troops  of  his  own  Army  and  if 
Possible,  the  Officers  Horses,  and  Cattle  are  to  be  supplied  with 
Forage  at  the  usual  Rates. 

6th.  All  Officers  to  retain  their  Carriages  Batt  Horses,  and 
other  Cattle,  and  no  Baggage,  to  be  molested  nor  searched,  Lieut. 
General  Burgoyne  giving  his  Honour  there  are  no  Public  Stores 
secreted  therein.  Major  General  Gates  will  of  Course  take  the 
necessary  Measures,  for  the  due  Performance  of  this  Article. 
Should  any  Carriages  be  wanted  during  the  March  for  the  Trans- 
portation of  Officers  Baggage  they  are  if  Possible  to  be  supplied 
by  the  Country  at  the  usual  Rates. 

7th.  Upon  the  March  and  during  the  Time  the  Army  shall  re- 
main in  Quarters  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,theOfficers  are  not,as 
far  as  Circumstances  will  admit  to  be  seperated  from  their  Men, 
the  Officers  are  to  be  Quartered  accord'g  to  Rank,  and  are  not 
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to  be  hindered  from  assembling  their  Men  for  IU>\\  (';illiii-^  hikI 
other  necessary  Purposes  of  Kegularity. 

8th.  All  Corps  whatever  of  General  lJiir};M\  ik  "s  Aimv, 
whether  composed  of  Sailors,  Balteaumen,  Ardliccrs,  DrivcPH, 
Independent  Companies  and  followers  of  the  Army,  of  whalcvcr 
Country  shall  be  included  in  the  fullest  Sense,  and  utmost  Ex- 
tent of  the  above  Articles  and  comprehended  in  every  Respect 
as  British  Subjects. 

9th.  All  Canadians  and  Persons  belonging  to  the  Canadian 
Establishment,  consisting  of  Sailors,  Batteauxmen  Artificers, 
Drivers,  Independent  Companies  and  many  other  Followers  of 
the  Army,  who  come  under  no  particular  description  are  to  be 
permitted  to  return  there.  They  are  to  be  conducted  immedi- 
ately by  the  Shortest  Route  to  the  first  Brittish  Post  on  Lake 
George,  are  to  be  supi^lied  with  Provisions  in  the  Same  Manner 
as  the  other  Troops,  and  are  to  be  bound  by  the  Same  Gondii  ions 
of  not  serving  during  the  present  Contest  in  North  America. 

10th.  Passports  to  be  Immediately  granted  for  three  Officers, 
not  exceeding  the  Rank  of  Captains,  who  shall  be  appointed  by 
Lieut't  General  Burgoyne  to  carry  Dispatches  to  Sir  W'm  Howe, 
S'r  Guy  Carleton,  and  to  Great  Brittain  by  the  Way  of  New  York, 
and  Major  General  Gates  engages  the  Public  Faith  that  the 
Dispatches  shall  not  be  opened.  These  Officers  are  to  set 
out  immediately  after  receiving  their  Dispatches  and  arc  to 
Travel  the  Shortest  Route  and  in  the  most  expeditious  Manner. 

11th.  During  the  stay  of  the  Troops  in  Massachusetts  Bay  the 
Officers  are  to  be  admitted  on  Parole  and  are  to  be  permitted  to 
wear  their  side  Arms. 

12th.  Should  the  Army  under  Lieut't  General  Burgoyne  lind 
it  necessary  to  send  for  their  Cloathing  and  other  Baggage  to 
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Canada,  they  are  to  be  permitted  to  do  it  iu  the  most  convenient 
Manner  and  the  necessary  Passports  granted  for  that  Purpose. 

These  Articles  are  to  be  mutually  signed  ^K:  exchanged  to- 
morrow Morning  at  9  O'Clock,  and  the  Troops  under  Lieut't 
General  Burgoyne,  are  to  March  out  of  their  Intrenchments  at  3 

O'clock  iu  the  Afternoon. 

Jioralio  Gates  Major  General.]* 

Camp  at  Saratoga  Octob'r  16th,  1777.  Copy. 
t  [To  prevent  any  Doubts  that  might  arise  from  Lieut.  General 
Burgoyne's  name  not  being  mentioned  in  the  above  Treaty,  Major 
General  Gates  hereby  Declares  that  he  is  understood  to  be  com- 
prehended in  it  as  fully  as  if  his  name  had  been  specifically  men- 
tioned. 

(Signed), 

Horatio  Gates.]J 

•There  are  many  radical  points  of  difference  between  the  Articles  of  Convention  as 

represented  by  the  copy  in   the  Clinton  Manuscripts  and   that  in  Burgoyne's  Orderly 
Book.    The  text  of  the  latter  has  been  followed. 

t  This  paragraph  is  not  contaiiied  in  the  Clinton  Manuscripts.    It  is  supplied  from  Bur- 
goyne's Orderly  Book. 

t  Return  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  under  the  command  of  H.  Gates,  Major 
General,  17th  October  1777.     (See  page  456). 

Brigadiers  12 

Colonels  4* 

Lieut  Colonels   43 

Ma jo«6  49 

Captains  344 

Fiist  lleuten'ts  332 

Second  lieuts  326 

Ensigns  345 

Chaplains    5 

Adjutants   42 

Quarter  Masters  44 

Paymasters   30 

Surgeons  37 

Surgeons.  Mates  43 

Sergeants   1392 

Drummers  63G 

Rank  &  File 13216 

Sick  present C22 

Sick    absent 731 

At  Fort  Edward 3875  on  command 

On  Furlough ^ 180 

22348 

Signed  Horatio  Gates 

Major  General 


Public  Papers  of  OiooRfiii)  Clinton,  llO 

Return  of  the  British  Troops  under  the  Command  of  Lieut  Gcul  UurKoyn-  '7  <>  i.t.-r 
1777. 

Generals  staff  10 

Lieut  Cola 4 

Majors  I 

Captains  40 

Lieutenants    t j 

Ensigns  26 

Chaplains  4 

Adjutants    i 

Qr.  Masters  1 

Surgeons  7 

Mates  7 

Sergeants  182 

Drummers  &  Fifers ISS 

Rank  &  Pile  fit  for  duty 2?  .6 

Sick  in 

Musicians   M 

Batt  Men  IS9 

trr% 

Signed  Ja  Burgoyne 

Lieut.  General. 
Return  of  the  German  Troops  under  the  Command  of  Lieut.  General  Burgoyne,  17th 
October  1777. 

Offlciers IM 

Bat  offlciers IK 

Chusurglers   U 

Soldats  179J 

Tambours  Tl 

Total  Germans Hfl 

Rledesel 

G«nera1  Major 

Total  provincial  army 2348 

British    W79  B6«l 

Germans   2302 

Difference  of  armies 1*7«T 

From  Lieut.  Dlgby's  Journal. 
The  Number  of  Prisoners  Surrendered  by  Capitulation  under  the  Command  of    Lt 
General  Burgoyne  the  16th  of  October,  1777. 

British  Prisoners,  **^ 

Foreign         do  *"• 

General  Burgoyne  and  Staff  Officers,  including  nix  Members  of  Parliament,  11 

Sent  to  Canada,  ""* 

Sick  and  Wounded.  ^ 

Total,  •"• 
Prisoners  before  the  Surrender,  <W 
Deserters,  *** 
Lost  at  Bennington,  1^* 
Killed  between  the  17th  Sept.  and  the  18th  October,  «0 
Taken  at  Tlconderoga,                                                                                                *" 

Killed  at  Gen.  Herkimer's  Battle,  ^ 

sas 
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Ordnance,  Stores.  &c.  taken. 

6  Pieces  of  Cannon  at  Bennington. 

2     do      and  4  Royals  at  Fort  Schuyler. 

400  Set  of  Harness,  a  Number  of  Ammunition  Waggons  and  Horses. 

5000  Stand  of  Arms. 

37  Pieces  of  Brass  Cannon,  Implements  and  Stores  Compleat. 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  Indians,  Teamsters  and  Suttlers.-  From  Burgoyne's  Orderly 
Book. 

Parole  of  Burgoyne's  OflBcers.  This  document  was  purchased  by  J.  Wlngate 
Thornton,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  is  s:gTied  by  Gen.  Burgnync  in  a  broken  and 
tremulous  hand  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  other  officers. 

"We.  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  under  the  restrictions  of  the  con- 
vention made  on  the  sixteenth  of  October  last,  between  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne 
and  Major  General  Gates,  do  promise  and  engago,  on  our  word  and  honor,  and  in  the 
faith  of  gentlemen,  to  remain  In  the  quarters  assigned  us  for  our  residence  in  Cam- 
bridge, Watertown,  Medford,  and  Charlestown,  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
at  no  time  to  exceed  or  pass  the  following  limits,  viz.;  Swan's  shop  at  Charlestown 
Neck,  the  Cambridge  road  up  to  the  cross-way  between  Mr.  Codman's  house  and  Fort 
No.  3;  the  said  crossway  out  to  the  road  by  Mr.  Inman's  house,  taking  In  the  Hospital 
barracks;  from  thence  a  straight  line  to  Cambridge  bridge;  from  thence  to  the  north 
brink  of  Charles  river  to  Watertown;  from  thence  the  Boston  road  as  far  as  the  crotch 
of  the  way  at  Anger's  corner;  from  Watertown  bridge  up  the  road  to  the  northwest 
corner  of  Mr.  Remington's  house,  and  from  Learned's  Tavern  the  Cambridge  road  on 
to  the  common  to  the  Menotomy  road,  up  said  road  to  Cooper's  Tavern,  taking  in  the 
Menotomy  pond;  but  not  to  pass  the  beach  on  the  south,  west,  or  north  sides  thereof; 
from  Cooper's  Tavern  down  to  the  east  end  of  Benj'n  Tuffs  house  in  Medford,  and 
from  Medford  Bridge  the  Boston  road  to  Swan's  shop,  the  first-mentioned  bounds.  The 
intermediate  roads  are  within  the  parol,  and  the  back-yards  of  the  respective  quarters 
to  the  distance  of  eighty  yards  from  them,  during  our  continuance  In  this  State,  or 
until  the  Continental  General  commanding  in  this  State,  His  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall  order  otherwise;  and  that  we  will 
not  directly  or  indirectly  give  any  intelligence  whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  or  do  or  say  any  thing  in  opposition  to  or  in  prejudice  of  the  measures  and 
picceedings  of  any  Congress  for  the  said  States  during  our  continuance  here  as  afore- 
said, or  until  we  are  duly  exchanged  or  discharged;  and  that  we  will  at  all  time.s  duly 
observe  and  obey  the  rules  and  regulations  already  established  for  the  government  of 
the  troops  in  quarters. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Cambridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  this  thir- 
teenth day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1777. 


Lieutenant  General. 
J.  Burgoyne. 


BRITISH. 
Major  General. 
W.  Phillips. 


Brigadier  General, 
.lames  Hamilton, 


J.  Llnd, 


Lieutenant  Colonels. 
Nicholas  Sutherland, 
John  Hill. 


John  Anstruther, 


Balcarres, 
G.  Forbes. 


Majors. 
George  Forster, 
William  Agnew, 
John  Holmes,  Jun. 


Henry  Harnago. 
P.  Irving, 


Thomas  Hosmer, 
Ellis  Walker. 


Captains. 
Francis  Wemyss, 
Robert  W.  Winchester, 


George  Coote, 
A.  Jameson, 
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William  Cotton, 
J.  W.  Hcman, 
Noah   Simpson, 
Nlch's  Ailward  Vigors, 
John  Carter, 
James  Sheldon, 
W.  Lindsay, 
Neill  MacLean, 
Alexander  Baillie, 
George   Swettenham, 
J.   Rollinson, 

William  Cox, 
Danl.  Davids, 
Jas.  Hadden, 
James  Dunbar, 
William  P.  Smith, 
William  Houghton, 
William  Collier, 
H.  T.  Thomson, 
Bright  Nodder, 
Robert  Stordy, 
James  Battersby, 
W.  Houghton, 
Edward  T.  Jones, 
Hamilton  Maxwell, 
W.  Digby, 
Charles  Williams, 
Sewell  Maunsell, 
William   Mure, 
Thomas  Steel, 
Napier, 
Anson  Nutt, 
Archibald  Fife, 
George  Rawdon, 
John  M'Neill, 
James  Murray, 

Henry  May, 
W.  Hoey, 
Thomas  Deane, 
Thomas  Orchard, 
James  Moon, 
Robert  Grier, 
Cooper, 

G.  Wylde, 
William  Burke, 


Alexander  Melville, 
William  Brown, 


William  Maxwell, 
Paul  Banks, 
James  Lovell. 
J.  Farmar, 
Georgo  Petrie, 
Thomas  Kirkman, 
George  Brodie, 
Stephen  Strangway, 
R.   Master, 
H.   Pilmor, 
William  Fergussone, 

Lieutenants. 
George  Vincent, 
James  Kimmis, 
W.  Prince, 
Joseph  Stevely, 
S.  Rimington, 
Geo.  H.  Reade, 
J.   Steele, 
John  Gaskell, 
Richard  Norman, 
W.  R.  Gilbert, 
Richard  Croft, 
Robert  Dobson, 
Wm.  Charlton, 
Clifton  Wheat, 
Charles  Torriano, 
W.  Fetherston, 
John  Hepburne, 
George  Edward  Shlagel, 
William  Douglas, 
B.  Innes, 
Robert  Burnet, 
John  Blackwood,' 
John  Dalgleish, 
Torphichen, 
Weston  Alcock, 

Ensigns. 
Richard  Bateman, 
E.  F.  Merida, 
William  Noble, 
M.  Burroughs, 
G.  Stephens, 
John  Percy, 
Richard  James, 

Surgeons. 
M.  Cahill, 
W.  Pemberton, 
Alexander  Moodie. 

Surgeon's  Mates. 
A.  B.  Carroll, 
Charles  Watson, 


R(1.  EnKlnnd. 
J.  D.  Alcock, 
ricnry  Marr, 
Thomas  nioin<n<ld, 
Georgo  Mnrlny, 
Erlo  Hawker, 
Alexander  Cunipboll. 
John  Shrlmpton, 
H.  Solheron. 
Thomas  Anburcy. 


Richard  Brown. 
R.  Steele, 
Charles  Williams, 
William  Doyle, 
Thomas  BIbby, 
George  Coffer, 
Charles  Johnson, 
Charles  Earle, 
John  Fergussone, 
W.  Campbell, 
Thomas  Reed, 
Thomas  Storey, 
T.  Poe, 
Min'n  Hobart, 
Henry  Baldwin, 
A.  French, 
Bernard  G.  Ward, 
John  Rotton, 
Abm.  Banbury, 
J.  Jones. 
Arthur  Blackall, 
William  Wilkinson, 
Connolly  Coane, 
Lowther  Mathews, 
Gonvill  Brombcad, 

II.  Blacker, 
George  Hervey, 
James  Power, 
John  Grattan, 
Daniel  Gwynne, 
St.  Leger  BevllI, 
Quin  John  Freeman. 

Samuel  Sono, 
Leonard  Dobbin, 


Colin  MacLasty, 
Joseph  Alder. 


Isaac  Fielding, 


Adjutants. 

J.  Dalladine. 
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R'd  Montague  Money, 
R.  HlBinbothom, 


Deputy  Adjt   Generai 
Rt.  Kingston. 

Chaplains. 
Ctarles  Mongan, 
Edward  Brudenell. 


Andrew  Brown, 


William  Paxton, 


Quartermasters. 

Jno.  Holmes. 

Commissary  General. 
Jonathan  Clarke. 


J.  Rousteau, 
Andrew   Foster, 


Assistant  Commissaries. 
L.  Cromanteau  John  Powell,  Assistant  Com.  of  Beer. 

Nathaniel  Collyer.  John  M'Kenzle,  dep.  do. 

Assistant  Quartermaster. 
0«erge  Vallancey. 

Dep.   paymaster  general. 
David  Geddes. 

Acting  Physician. 
Vinc't  Wood. 

Mates  of  Gen.  Hospital. 
Richard  Woodthorp,  John  Park. 

Alds-de-camp. 
Charles  Green,  R.  R-  Wilford, 

Wagonmaster  General. 
Robert  Hoakesly.  P.  O'Donnel,  dep.  do. 

Philip  Skene,  a  poor  follower  of  the  British  army.     [These  words  are  In  his  own  hand 
writing.] 
[These  names  are  not  given  in  the  order  In  which  they  appear  on  the  original  record, 
but  have  been  carefully  collated   with   it.   and  are  correct  as  far  as  we  are  able  to 
decypher  them  with  the  aid  of  the  Army  lists.] 


Rledeeel,  Ma].  General. 


GERMANS. 
J.  W.  Specht,  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  R.  De  Gall.  do. 


Lentz.   Lieut.  Colonel. 


Majors. 

Von  Lucke, 

Ehrenkrook, 

H.  U.  Cleve,  Bri| 

Von  Mengen, 

Von  Passern. 

Captains. 

J.  Wllloe, 

Bartllng, 

C.   L.   Schottelius 

de  Schlagenteuffel, 

Harbord, 

F.  do  Germann, 

de  Lohneysen, 

Girsewald, 

Scheel, 

C.  A.  Alers, 

Lutzow, 

Schacten, 

J.  O.  P.  Arend. 

Schlagenteuffel, 

PauBcb, 

Morgenstern. 

Jaeger, 

Lieutenants. 

Trott. 

Bomeman, 

Relnking, 

J.  F.  Pfluger, 

Ullg, 

W.  Hoyer, 

J.  0.  H.  Oladen. 

Trott, 

Morgenstern, 

O.  P.  Fricke, 

Rudolph!, 

Burgsdortr, 

C.  P.  Rohr, 
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De  Mayer, 

Brands. 

P.  W.  L.  RhonluB. 

C.  von  MuzelL 

Meijern, 

M.  von  Butler, 

G.  S.  Winteramltz, 

Cramm, 

Von  LIndau, 

Helmeke, 

J.  Meyer, 

Von  Eschwege, 

Curt  von  Hesler, 

August  Papet,  Sen. 

Von  BiBchauBon. 

Meyer, 

Milkau, 

Von  Trott, 

CounradJ. 

Oldekop. 

Slebert. 

Von  Dobeneck, 

D'Anniers, 

Graf  von  PUkler, 

Peterson, 

J.  F.  J.  Kettner, 

Sartorlus,  Qr.  Master. 

Modrach, 

A.  H.  Du  Roi. 

G.  V.  Geyllng. 

Von  Unger, 

Unger. 

W.  Dufals, 

Feichel, 

P.  S.  Cruse, 

Ensigns. 

C.   D.  Spangouberg. 

Bandel, 

Meribom, 

E.  Grlmpe, 

Erich, 

Bernewitz, 

Von  Ricbtersleben, 

Bode, 

Ulmenstein. 
Heerwagen,  Adjt. 

Chaplains. 

Von  Weyhers, 

Toegel, 

Milius, 
Theobald. 

Surgeons. 

Kohle, 

Schrader, 

Bause. 

Poellnlz,  D.  Adjt.  Gei 

Pralle, 

J.  H.  Kunze, 

Aid-de-Camps. 

A,  Edmonstone. 

Langemeyer,  Sec'y. 

Cleve. 

H.  D.  Gerlach,  Q.  Mr.  G. 

T.  T.  Helldebach,  Serjt. 

Major, 

Auditors. 
Schmidt,  Zincken.  A.  H.  Biihr. 

Dr.  E.  B.  O'Callaghan  who  Edited  Burgoyne's  Orderly  Book,  from  which  those  names 
are  taken  added  this  explanation: 

These  names  have  been  compared  with  the  original,  kindly  placed  In  our  handa  by 
Mr.  Thornton  for  the  purpose;  and  with  those  on  another  parole,  given  when  the  pris- 
oners were  marched  to  Virginia,  also  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thornton.  They  will  bo 
found  in  some  cases  to  differ  slightly  in  orthography  from  the  names  on  p.  IM,  ct  «i.-<j. 
We  have  followed  the  original. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Noble,  acting  aid-de-camp  to  Major-general  Phillips: 

In  the  course  of  conversaUon  at  Saratoga,  October  17,  1777.  I  heard  Major-gcncr»l 
Gates  say,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  injure  nrivatg  property;  and  as  the  colontls  would 
suffer  by  the  loss  of  their  accoutrements,  the  soldiers  might  take  them.  I  woj  th« 
officer  sent  to  the  commanding  officers  to  tell  them,  the  soldiers  were  to  keep  tho.r  ac- 
coutrements; they  had  taken  them  off  with  a  design  to  leave  them  behind,  and  upon 
my  delivering  the  message,  they  put  them  on  again.  This  was  before  dlnnor-MaJor- 
general  Phillips  and  Major-general  Gates  together. 

Wm.  Noble.   Lieut  2l8t  Reg. 

Conversation  between  Major-general  Gates  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Kingston. 

At  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  October  17.  1777.  when  the  troops  marched  with  their 
accoutrements.  General  Gates  asked  me.  if  It  was  not  customary  for  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements to  go  together.  Replying,  that  the  accoutremenU  wore  the  colonels,  and 
private  property.  General  Gates  said,  very  true;  they  are  yours  as  such,  and  bccau.. 
we  have  not  mentioned  them  in  the  convention. 

Robert  Kingston,  D.  A.  G. 
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[So.  n;i.] 

Deputy  Commissary  General  Cuyler  Stands  Flatly  On  His 
Prerogatives. 

Albany  October  17th  1777. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  About  noon  I  Received  A  Letter  from  Council  of 
Safety  dated  Kingston  October  13th  And  Signed  by  Robert  Ben- 
eon  in  behalf  of  the  President. 

In  Answer  to  which  I  am  to  Observe  to  the  Council,  that  the 
Suppling  of  Any  troops  out  of  ray  limitts  will  thro  the  business 
of  the  different  departments  into  A  State  of  Irregularity,  And  As 
D  C  G  [Deputy  Commissary  General]  Purchase  for  the  Northern 
Department*  my  Attention  to  that  business  Gives  me  full  Imploy. 
I  would  Recommend  the  Council  to  write  to  Gener'l  Putnam  on 
the  Subject.  Peter  Colt  Esqr.  was  Appointed  D  C  G  Purch'  for 
the  Eastren  or  Middle  Department  And  Samuel  Gray  Esqr.  D  C 
G  of  Issues.  If  Mr.  Colt  Acts  under  his  Appointment  As  pur- 
chaser I  Should  Suppose  he  will  Supply  Such  troops  as  Are  at  or 
Near  Esopus  which  must  be  Considerd  iu  the  miadle  or  Eastren 
department. 

Give  me  Leave  to  Observe  that  the  Opening  of  An  Account 


•When  General  Burgoyne  arrived  at  Bemus  Helgbts,  he  was  received  by  Gen. 
Gates  at  the  Head  of  the  Continental  Army,  which  was  drawn  up  on  that  occasion. 
Gen.  Gates  advanced  to  receive  him,  told  him  he  was  glad  to  see  him.  Gen.  Bur- 
Jgoyne  replyd,  I  am  not  glad  to  see  you;  it  Is  my  Fortune,  Sir,  but  not  my  Fault. 
Gen.  Schuyler's  Carriage  was  sent  for,  to  receive  and  conduct  Gen.  Redsall,  (Riedesel) 
bis  wife  and  five  children  to  Albany.  Gen.  Burgoyne  and  the  rest  of  the  Staff  Omcera 
were  escorted  on  Horseback.  They  all  dined  at  General  Schuyler's.  At  Table  General 
Gates  drank  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Health.  Gen.  Burgoyne  In  return  thanked 
him,  and  In  the  next  Glass  drank  the  Continental  Congress.  Gen.  Burgoyne  ob- 
served to  Oen.  Gates,  be  admired  the  Number,  Dress  and  Discipline  of  his  Army;  but 
above  all,  the  Decorum  and  Regularity  that  was  observed;  said.  Your  Funds  of  Men 
are  Inexhaustible,  like  the  Hydra's  Head,  when  cut  oft,  seven  more  sprang  up  In  its 
Btead. 

When  Gen.  Burgoyne  arrlTcd  In  Albany,  the  Boys  gathering  round,  cryed  out,  "Make 
Elbow  Room  there  "—the  Rejoyclng  Word.— From  Burgoyne'a  Orderly  Book. 
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And  Appointing  persons  to  Ad,  is  AHcnded  will,  ,„:i..y  Inroii 
venieuces,  Nor  Can  Any  Supply  be  di-livi-nl  uulrss  iIh-  I«huiiiK 
department  Acts  in  Conjunction  with  me  the  D  C  c;  of  which  ia 
now  with  the  Army. 

It  will  Allways  Give  me  pleasure  to  do  Any  buHinrss  mat  will 
feliciate  the  forwarding  of  the  public  Good  but  whon  I  have 
Reason  to  belive,  it  Can  be  done  by  persons,  under  whos  Car.-  it 
properly  falls  I  must  decline  it. 

I  am  Sir  your  most  Obdt.  &  most  humble  Serv't 

Jacob  Cuyler. 
To  The  Honble  The  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
State  of  New  York — Now  at  Kingston. 
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[No.  8G2.] 

The  Regular  Guard  Report. 

Hurly  Oct'r  18(h  1877. 

A  Morning  Report  of  the  Main  Guard  consisting  of 

Capt'n  Sub'n   SerjL    Coip"!  piivats    Gentries    by  Day  10 

1        2        3        3        35  Gentries  by  Night  7 

Parole 

Counter  Sign  Herd 

Visited  the  Centinals  frequently  found  them  Alert  on  tlu'ir 
posts — no  Grand  Eounds — Nothing  Material  Happend. 

The  Names  of  the  Prisoners  Confined  and  their  Names  [criiuesj. 

[Here  follows  the  same  list  of  prisoners  as  in  No.  854;  name 
of  David  Westervelt  with  a  pen  mark  through  it;  names  of  Henry 
Hurl  and  John  Kapell  added  after  Daniel  Cogel.] 

Abraham  Brinckerhoff  Confind  by  Major  Winecup,  released. 

John  Ellis  OflScer  of  the  Guard. 


[No.  863.] 
General  James  Clinton  Regrets  the  Loss  of  Kingston. 

Little  Britain  Octob'r  18th  1777. 
D'r  Brother, 

Yours  of  yesterday's  Date  1  have  Just  Received.     I  am  Sorry 
for  the  Loss  of  Kingston  &c.* 


•No  event  connected  with  the  Revolutionary  War  has  been  more  conf using  In  the 
matter  of  dates,  than  the  destruction  of  Kingston.  Col.  Stedman.  a  very  carotul  hi»- 
torian,  whose  work  is  considered  an  authority  in  Great  Britain.  Hxes  the  dnto  m  th« 
13th  of  October,  1777.  Gordon,  Lossing.  Ramsey,  Sparks'  Correspondence  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  and  Beatson's  Naval  and  Military  Memoirs,  and  one  of  the  for«no«t 
American  Encyclopedias  fail  to  agree  upon  the  correct  date. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  Vaughan  committed  this  atrocioua  piece  of  Tandall«n  on  Thu™- 
day  October  16  1777.  The  British  neet  arrived  and  anchored  near  Esopu*  Island  on 
the  'night  of  October  15,  and  the  following  morning,  at  an  early  hour.  wel«h«d  ancbor 
and  sailed  up  to  the  mouth  of  Rondout  Creek,  opposite  Columbua  PolnL  Th»  Urill.h 
opened  a  lively  flre  upon  the  "  Lady  Washington  "  galley,  which  wu  Irlns  near  th« 
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Five  of  the  Enemy's  Shipping  Returned  Down  the  River  Last 
night  without  Doing  any  Damage  Except  fireing  Sonfe  Cannon 
and  small  arms  at  our  men  and  wounding  one  of  ours  on  Board 
of  a  Ferry  Boat. 

Inclosed  I  Send  you  two  Letters  one  from  Genl,  Dickison  and 
the  other  from  Genl.  AMnds  the  Latter  of  which  I  have  answered 
by  ordering  him  here  as  by  your  former  Letter. 

mouth  of  the  Creek,  -without  perpetrating  much  damage.  Shortly  after  noon  the  British 
proL-eeded  to  laud  in  two  divisions,  one  in  Rondout  Creek,  and  the  other  In  the  Cove 
above  Columbus  Point. 

Vaughau  in  person  brought  the  main  body  of  his  command  to  the  beach  above  Colum- 
bus Point.  Seizing  a  negro  and  forcing  him  to  act  as  pilot,  the  English  took  up  the  lino 
of  march  to  Kingston,  climbed  the  hill,  formed  a  junction  with  the  other  division  and 
marched  to  the  village  without  meeting  resistance.  Here  the  troops  divided  into  small 
parties  and  guided  by  Tories  through  the  streets,  fired  the  houses  as  they  went  along. 

When  General  Clinton  arrived  on  the  scene,  the  whole  village  was  in  flames,  and 
the  invading  forces  were  retreating  to  their  ships. 

The  following  are  the  ofllcial  accounts  of  the  British  officers  in  regard  to  the  burn- 
ing of  Kingston: 

"  On  Board  the  Friendship  off  Esopus, 

October  17,  10  O'clock  Morning. 

"  Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  Inform  you  that  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant  I 
arrived  off  Esopus;  finding  that  the  rebels  had  thrown  up  works  and  had  made  every 
disposition  to  annoy  us  and  cut  off  our  communication  I  judged  it  necessary  to  attack 
them,  the  wind  at  that  time  being  so  much  against  us  that  we  could  make  no  way.  I 
accordingly  landed  the  troops  attacked  the  batteries  drove  them  from  their  works, 
spiked  and  destroyed  their  guns.  Esopus  'being  a  nnrsrry  'for  almost  evrry  villinn  in  the 
couiitri/  I  judged  it  necessary  to  proceed  to  that  town.  On  our  approach  they  icrrc 
drnvn  up  with  cannon  which  ice  took  and  drove  them  out  of  the  place.  On  our  cntcrint) 
the  tnirn  they  fired  from  their  houses  which  induced  mo  to  reduce  the  place  to  ashes, 
which  I  accordingly  did  not  leaving  a  house.  We  found  a  considerable  quantity  of 
stores,  which  shared  the  same  fate. 

"  Sir  .lames  Wallace  has  destroyed  all  the  shipping,  except  an  armed  pallry  which 
ran  up  the  creek,  with  everything  belonging  to  the  ves.sels  in  store. 

"  Our  loss  Is  so  inconsiderable  that  it  is  not  at  present  worth  while  to  mention. 

"  I  am  etc. 

"  .John  Vaugh:in." 
"  Galleys  and  Armed  Vessels  off  Esopus  Creek,  Oct.  17,  1777 

"  Sir  We  proceeded  up  the  river  destroying  a  number  of  vessels  as  we  sailed  along 
without  stopping  till  we  arrived  at  Esopus  Creek  where  we  found  two  batteries  one  of 
two  guns  the  other  of  three  guns  erected,  and  an  armed  galley  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  who  endeavored  to  prevent  our  passing  by  their  cannonade.  Gen.  Vaughan  was 
of  opinion  Buch  a  force  should  not  be  left  behind.  It  was  determined  to  land  and 
destroy  them,  and  immediately  executed,  without  retarding  our  proceeding  up  the 
river.  The  general  marched  for  the  town  and  fired  It.  The  botits  from  the  armed 
vessels  went  up  the  creek  burnt  two  brigs,  several  armed  sloops  and  other  ciaft  with 
all  their  apparatus  that  was  in  store  upon  the  shore.  Lieut.  Clarke  of  the  '  Depend- 
ence '  with  two  or  three  others,  in  firing  the  stores  was  blown  up,  but  we  flatter 
ourselves  not  dangerously. 

"  The  officers  and  men  on  this  occasion  behaved  uHth  the  greatest  spirit. 

"  By  all  our  information  I  am  afraid  that  Gen.  Burgoyne  is  retreated  If  not  worse. 

"  I  have  etc. 

"  Jas.  Wallace 

"  Commodore  Hotham." 
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I  have  wrote  to  Genl.  Putnam  for  a  licinl'orconM'ijt   this  dav 
and  Expect  Genl.  Winds  will  be  Ordered  (o  KomaiTi  liorc 

I  have  Ordered  Capt.  Belknap  to  move  your  Slay  ami   what 

Forage  he  Can  from  the  River. 

I  am  Yours  Affectionately 

James  Clinton  B.  Genl. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  864.] 

General  Winds  Reports  to  George  Clinton  His  Approach  irith  SOU  of 
the  Jersey  Militia. 

Waywayanda  18  Oct'r  1777. 
Sir, 

In  Consequence  of  Orders  from  his  Excellency  Governor  Liv- 
ingston, I  am  now  at  this  place  on  My  way  to  New  Windsor,  with 
About  300  Men  the  fiont  of  My  Brigade  of  New  Jcrsfy  Mililia, 
In  Aid  of  General  Putnam:  The  remainder  Must  be  In  Marrh  l»y 
this  time;  When  Joined  by  the  Whole  Believe  I  shall  liavo  from 
800  to  1000  Men. 


Gates  heard  of  this  piece  of  unwarranted  brutality  subsequent  to  lUo  surrender  of 
Burgoyne.  He  dispatched  the  following  letter  to  Gen.  Vaughan  by  the  boat  which  car- 
ried Lord  Petersham  with  dispatches  from  Burgoyne  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  iDforming 
him  of  the  surrender: 

"  Albany  19  Oc'^ber  17T7 

"  Sir 

"  With  unexampled  cruelty,  you  have  reduced  the  fine  village  of  Kingston  to  ashes. 
and  most  of  the  wretched  inhabitants  to  ruin.  I  am  also  informed,  you  couUnuo  to 
ravage  and  burn  all  before  you  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Is  it  thus  your  KIor's 
generals  think  to  make  converts  to  the  Royal  cause?  It  is  no  less  surprising  thou 
true,  that  the  measures  they  adopt  to  serve  their  master,  must  have  quite  tho  con- 
trary effect.  Their  cruelty  establishes  the  glorious  act  of  Independence,  upon  tho 
broad  basis  of  the  general  resentment  of  the  People. 

"  other  Generals,  and  much  older  officers  than  you  can  pretend  to  be.  are  now  by 
the  fortune  of  war  in  my  hands;  their  fortune  may  one  day  be  yours,  when.  sir.  It 
may  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  thing  human  to  save  you  from  the  Ju.st  \.  !.^.  ..u.o  of 
an  injured  People. 

"  I  am  Sir  Y'r  most  obedt  hum  serv't 

Uorni^o  iiiitPB 

"  The  Hon.  John  Vaughan  Majr  Oanral  " 

—State  Historian. 
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Will  thank  your  Excellency  for  Advice  how  and  Where  to 
proceed,  and  Shall  be  Greatly  Obliged  by  your  forwarding  the 
Inclosed  letter  to  General  Putnam.     I  am  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obdt.  Hum'e  Serv't 

Wm.  Winds. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  865.] 
General  Putnam  not  Discouraged  hy  Reverses. 

Leroys  Statsford  18  October  1777. 
5  O'clock  Saturday  Morning. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  17th  I  Recei'd  last  night,  and  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
Enemy  Destroying  the  Several  Houses  &c.     Last  night  I  arrived 
here  &  all  the  Troops  (excepting  General  Silliman's  Brigade) 
which  I  expect  will  join  me  this  morning;  Colonel  Samuel  Willis 
with  his  Regiment  are  about  6  mile  a  Head,  I  am  just  seting  off 
and  this  morning  expect  to    ioa(;h    the   Shiping,  Last    night    I 
Recei'd  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Willis  by  whom  I  am  informd, 
(that  from  every    appearance    the    Enemy   mean    to   Burn    the 
Powder  Mills  &c.,  he  further  adds,  from  the  best  Intelligence 
he's  able  to  Procure  from  the  Inhabitants)  they  mean  if  Possible, 
to  Penetrate  to  Salisbury,  If  that  scheam  should  take  place,  I 
flatter  myself  we  ehall  be  able  to  give  a  good  acct.  of  'em,— I  ap- 
prehend we  shall  find  it  very  Difficult  to  convey  the  necessary 
Intelligence  to  Each  Other,  but  at  every  Oppertunity  shall  be 
glad  to  know  your  Situation,  In  order  that  we  may  act  in  junc- 
tion, am  in  haste 

D'r  Sir  Your  verry  Hble.  Serv't 

Israel  Putnam. 
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P.  S.  General  Parsons  Remains  at  Peeks  Kill  witli  about  2000, 
Colonels  Humphrey's  &  Brinkerhoof  Regiments  of  Militia  are 
Left  at  Fish-kill,  Colonel  Piatt  with  ab't  150  at  PoiiKhla'cpsie. 
To  His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  866.] 
Governor  Clmton  Notifies  Gen.  Putnam  that  the  Enemy  Will  Xot 
Proceed  Much  Farther  Up  the  River. 

Hurley  18th  October  1777  12  o'clock  A.  M. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  yours  of  this  Morning.  There 
is  nothing  New  happened  in  this  Quarter  since  I  wrote  you  yes- 
terday. The  Enemy  is  8  or  10  Miles  above  this  burning  away 
but  as  there  are  no  Capital  Settlements  there  on  this  Side  the 
River  &  the  Situation  of  the  Country  such  as  with  my  present 
Force  I  cant  advance  opposite  to  them  with  safety  to  my  Artil- 
lery, I  mean  at  present  to  continue  where  I  now  am  in  Front  of 
the  most  valuable  Settlements  &  where  the  Ston-s  &  ElfeclB 
from  Kingston  are  removed. 

I  imagine  the  Enemy  will  not  proceed  much  hi;;hir  up  the 
River  &  that  on  their  Return  they  will  attempt  to  hi.v  \\;uite 
the  Places  they  have  passed  going  up  after  our  Troojjs  are  drawn 
from  them.  This  induces  me  to  think  some  niort'  Troops  ought 
to  be  left  at  Poughkeep^ie  &  Fishkill  but  of  this  ynu  can  brst 
Judge.    Adieu  you  shall  hear  of  me  frequently. 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

[To  Gen.  Putnam.] 
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[No.  867.] 

Report  of  the  Main  Chuard  at  Hurley. 

Hurley  Octo'r  19th  1777. 
A  Morning  report  of  the  Main  Guard  Consisting  of 
Capt'n  Sub.  Serjts.  Corpols  Privates  Gentries  by  Day  10 
12       2  3  34       Gentries  by  Night  10 

Parole  Malcom 
Counter  Sign  Lamb 

Visited  the  Centinals  frequently,  found  them  Alert  on  their 
posts,    no  Grand  Rounds — Nothing  Material  Happened. 

The  Names  of  the  Prisoners  Confined  and  their  Crimes. 

[Same  as  No.  8G2;  name  of  David  Westervelt  left  in;  name  of 
Daniel  Taylor  crossed  out.] 

Jack  Williams  a  Negro  Confin'd  by  Peter  R.  Fell  B.  Major. 

Wm.  Bark  Cap'n  of  the  Guard. 


[No.  868.] 
George  Clinton  Advises  a  Panic- Stricken  Assistmit  Deputy 

Quai'terrnaster-Oeneral. 
Changum  [Shawangunk]  Ocbr.  19th  1777. 
Please  Your  Exelency, 

There  are  Stores  of  Differnd  Kind  at  this  Post  Viz,  Eum,  flower, 
Iron  and  Sundry  other  articles,  Which  Will  (Irately  be  Expossed 
in  Case  the  Enemy  Should  march  into  ihe  Contery;  I  therefore 
beg  your  advice  and  the  Erlist  Notice;  the  Stores  Lay  in  Differ- 
ent Parts  and  but  a  few  men  to  Card  them;  if  Your  Exelency 
thinks  Proper  to  have  them  moved  Pleased  to  Lett  me  know  by 
the  Bearer  and  Where  to  & 

I  Remain  your  Exelency's  Most  Obie'd  Humble  Servant 

E.  W.  Kiers  asst  D  Q  M  G. 
To  His  Exelency  George  Clinton. 
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Head  Qre.  at  Uurley  18h  Ocfr  1777. 
Maj'r  Kiers, 

I  have  before  me  yrs.  of  this  Date.     In  Case  the  Enemy  hIiouI*! 

make  an  incursion  towards  your  Quarter  I  mean  lo  ilnow  mvHflf 

between  them  and  the  Stores  at  Shawanj^nnk.     1   know  c.f  no 

Place  at  present  that  promises  greater  Safety  for  the  Stores  iliari 

where  they  are.    Should  any  threatning  Appearances  occur  you 

will  please  to  give  me  the  earliest  Notice  of  the  same.     I  am  S'r 

y'r  very  h'ble.  Serv't 

[G.  C] 


[No.  869.] 

General  James  Clinton  Reports  the  Movement  of  a  liritish  FrUjatc 

and  the  Arrival  of  the  New  Jersey  Troops. 

Widow  Falls  Ottob'r  2Utli  1777. 
D'r  Brother, 

Yesterday  Afternoon  there  Come  up  the  River  a  frigate  mount- 
ing on  her  main  Deck  24  guns,  with  three  small  vessels;  two  of 
them  went  Down  Last  night;  the  Frigate  and  Tender  Lies  Just 
Below  the  Chividefriese. 

Genl.  Winds  with  Part  of  his  Brigade  Came  to  N.  Windsor 
Last  night.  I  went  Down  there  to  see  him  but  was  informed 
he  had  stopted  at  Brooks's.  I  am  Just  going  D«)wn  lo  see  him 
and  Consult  matters.  I  Intend  to  move  Down  to  N.  NNiudsor 
or  New  Burgh  with  the  Millitia  as  there  is  none  of  us  has  Tents 
to  Occupy  those  houses.  I  am  sorry  for  the  Loss  of  vour  furni- 
ture; I  have  Spoke  to  Capt.  Bellknap  &  Dubois  to  i.y  to  Secure 

what  property  you  have  left. 

I  am  Yours  AlTectionately, 

James  Clinton. 
To  Governor  George  Clinton,  Hurley. 


4G4 


Pdblic  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 


[No.  870.] 
The  Usual  Guard  Report. 
Head  Quarters  Hurley  Town  Octob'r  20th  1777. 
A  Morning  Eeport  of  the  Oflicer  of  the  day. 
Who  Visited  the  Guards  and  Pickets. 

Coll.  Webb's  Pickquets  Coll.  Duboises  and  Coll.  Sotherland 
all  Sufficient  Coll.  Hasbrouck's  and  Ellison's  Deficient  of  Arms 
and  Amunition. 

By  Report  of  the  Officer  of  the  Main  Guard  Countersine  N, 
York  the  Centinells  being  frequently  Visited  found  alert  on  their 
Post,  and  the  Guard  Consisting  of 


Lleuts. 

Sergts. 

Corpl. 

Privates 

Total 

Centinklb 

By  Day 

By  Night 

1 

2 

3 

3 

44 

50 

12 

13 

The  number  of  Prisoners  Confined  in  the  Main  Guard  27  with 
Crimes  given  in  and  9  without  Crimes. 

Given  under  my  Hand 

Job's  Hardenbergh  Col. 
P,  S,  The  Guard   at   Kingston  Deficient  of  Light  Horse  & 
Guides. 


[No.  871.] 
Report  of  Main  Qnard. 
A  Report  of  Guard  at  Kingston  20th  October  1777, 
Perole  Boston  C,  New  York. 


Capt. 

Meut. 

Serjt 
4 

Corpl. 
4 

I'rlvxs 

Ceutluelg 
by  Day 

Do  by 
Night 

Detail  of  Guard 

1 

3 

65 

G 

10 

John  Minthorn  Officer  of  the  Guard. 
Nothing  strange  since  Guard  Mounted. 


Public  Papers  of  Geoegb  Clinton. 


It;." 


Liuut. 

Serjt. 

1 

Coil 

A  Detail  of  Pioquet  Guard 

1 

1                  11 

Patrouling  parties  kept  out  all  Night. 
To  Peter  Fell  M,  B,  at  Head  Quarters. 


[No.  872.] 
Difficult^/  m  the  Way  of  Raising  the  Galley  Lady  Washington, 

Hurly,  Oct'r  20lh  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  this  date  with  the 
letters  you  mention  concerning  them  I  have  only  to  Congratu- 
late you  on  the  fortunate  event  bj'  which  the  present  purposes 
of  the  enemy  are  defeated. 

With  respect  to  the  galley — She  is  Sunk  about  Two  miles  from 
the  landing  place;*  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  raising  the 
Cannon,  especially  the  32  pd'r  for  which  we  have  no  carriage 
on  this  side.  However  if  you  can  send  me  a  travelling  Carriage 
&  Ammunition  I  will  endeaver  to  bring  her  on  shore. 

I  very  much  approve  of  your  intention  to  annoy  the  enemy's 
fleet,  &  shall  chearfully  co-operate  with  you  and  as  General  C.atea 
is  arrived  in  Albany.  The  Cannon  may  soon  be  procured— what 
think  you  of  attempting  Fort  Montgomery?— by  Genl.  Pareons 

&  the  troops  from  Jersey. 

[G.  C] 

To  the  Hble.  Major  General  Putnam— Red  Hook. 


*See  page  458  footnote. 
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[No.  873.] 

The  Council  of  Safety  Shifts  Responsihilily. 

Couiu-il  of  Safety  :MarblctoAvii  Oct'r  21st  1777. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  is  this  Moment  come  to  Hand.  As  Mr.  Cuyler 
declines  supplying  the  Troops  in  this  Department,  and  your  Ex- 
cellency is  on  the  Spot,  the  Council  of  Safety  think  themselves 
unauthorized  to  interfere  in  supplying.  Tho'  they  are  at  the 
same  Time  ready  to  give  You  any  assistance  in  their  power. 
I  am  Sir  with  great  Kespect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Pres'dt. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 


[No.  874.] 
Reports  of  the  Main  Quurd. 

Hurley  Town,  21st  Octo'r  1777. 

Morning  Report  of  the  Main  Guard. 

Parole  Kingston — Counter  Sign  Hurley. 

Names  of  Prisoners  and  their  Crimes  are  as  follows. 

[Same  as  Document  No.  8G7,  beginning  with  William  Maharry, 
through  Robert  Hess,  leaving  out  James  Hunter  and  John 
Stump.] 

Ezeldel  Bisshop,  Saniuol  lljinnah  Solomon  Warren  Ab'm 
Quick,  Isaac  Ropsey  John  I'lilliciiius  Thomas  Quick,  Wm.  Eligh, 
Adam  Boar  Jacob  Cooke  Wm.  McDcaimoet  Area  Hendricks 
Thomas  Cooke  Joseph  Hans — No  Crimes. 

George  Harris,  Capt  Molt's  Comp'y  Colo  Lamb's  R<^gt.  of  Ar- 
tillery Confind   for  being  absent  from  Roll  Call   &  being  Sus- 
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pected  of  having  Stole  a  pair  ol  si..„s  li..,,,  ('(.rporal  Hr.,\vn  <,f 
the  Same  Comp'y. 

Paddy  Murry,  Capt.  Stewart's  Comp'y  Colo.  ImiIhus  i:.-^..  ,„> 
Crime. 

Gyesbert   Vandenmerk  Capt.   Bf^vicr's  Compy   (J.,!.,.    iml.oiH 
Kegt.  no  Crime. 


Capt. 

Subs. 

Serjts. 

Corjj'H 
3 

lirlviila 

fly  ilv 

12 

br  Ml«bt 

Detail  of  Guard 

1 

2 

3 

IS 

Nothing  Extreordinary  Happend. 
No  Grand  Rounds. 


Jas.  Eosekrans  OflQcer  of  ye  Guard. 


[No.  875.] 

Hurley  Town  22d  Oct'r  1777 

Morning  Report  of  the  Main  Guard. 

Parole  Stephenson      Counter  Sign  Green. 

Names  of  Prisoners  and  their  Crimes  as  Follows. 

[Same  as  Document  No.  87d,  with  notations.] 

William  Maharry  (State) 

Thomas  Porter  (Tryed) 

David  Westervelt  (discharged) 

Fitzgerald,  Anderson  and  Andrews  (Tryod) 

Miller  (State  prisoner) 

From  John  Comfort  to  Yoest  ITenry  Tiso  (Stale  prisoners) 
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John  Hole  (State  Prisoner) 

Wackman  (to  be  confined    in    ye  quarter  guard  for  a  Regt. 
tryal) 

Paddy  Muny  (Discharged) 


Capt'n 

Subs. 

Sergt. 

Corpls. 

Prlvats 

CKNTINBtS 

by  day 

by  Night 

Det&U  of  Guard 

1 

2 

S 

S 

89 

11 

11 

No  Grand  Rounds. 

Nothing  Extreadinary  happined. 


James  Stewart  Capt. 


Ckwernor  Golden  Oiven  a  Pass  to  Allow  Him  to  Return  Home. 

•Hurley,  21st  Octobr.  1777. 

Gentlemen — The  bearerf  Mr.  Golden,  has  been  with  me  for  a 
pass  to  return  home,  and  continue  at  his  own  house  as  a  prisoner 
on  parol  to  the  State. 

When  Mr.  Golden  was  put  on  parol  by  the  Gouneil  of  Safety, 
his  parol  was  taken  to  the  Governor,  but  being  afterwards  taken 
in  custody  by  your  Honourable  Board  his  parol  in  my  opinion, 
was  at  an  end.  In  this  point  of  view  I  considered  the  matter  when 
he  applied  to  me  at  New- Windsor,  and  therefore  referred  him  to 
the  Council.  I  don't  consider  myself  empowered  to  make  him  a 
prisoner  now.    I  confine  none  but  such  as  I  have  reason  to  believe 


•  From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

t  Hurley,  Octr.  19th,  1777. 
Sir,  1  am  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation  here,  aud  sure  I  am,  that  upon  all 
accounts  I  might  as  well  be  at  my  own  bouse.  If  I  had  an  inclination  to  be  with 
the  King's  troops,  I  should  have  embraced  the  opportunity  that  offered  two  days  ago. 
But  I  only  want  to  be  with  my  family,  and  to  take  no  part  In  the  present  broils. 
When  I  do,  I  shall  expect  to  be  treated  accordingly. 

If   your   Excellency   will    please   to   give   me  a   permit   to   go   home,    and   to    remain 
there  during  your  pleasure,  it  will  ever  be  properly  acknowledged  by 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble  servt. 

Cadwallader  Coldeo. 
His  Excy.   George  Clinton.— From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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are  in  the  enemy's  service,  spies,  or  those  under  my  cominand  ag 
militia,  for  disobedience  of  orders,  &c. 

I  must  therefore,  beg  you  will  take  Mr.  Coldeu's  case  into  con- 
sideration, and  give  him  a  decisive  answer,  either  by  making  him 
a  prisoner,  or  suffering  him  to  go  at  large,  as  in  your  wisdom, 
you  shall  judge  best. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obed.  servt. 
To  the  Honourable  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt.  Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  876.] 

Relative  to  Collecting  and  Building  Boats. 

Headqrs.  Redhook,  22nd  Octbr.  1777. 
My  dear  Governour, 

The  General  honord  me  with  a  Sight  of  your  Favour  of  Yester 
day,  wherein  you  mention  the  Building  of  Boats.  Capt.  Addanw?  is 
going  down  this  Minute  to  see  what  Boats  are  sav'd  in  ^^'appins 
Creek;  at  Bogardus's,  Newboro'  &c.  aud  make  a  Return,  which 
shall  be  transmitted  to  your  Excellency,  when  you  will  he  better 
able  to  judge  of  the  Number  wanted. 

I  think  there  are  some  of  all  sorts  sav'd,  and  considerable  of 
the  Flatbottom'd,  but  cant  tell  exactly  how  many.  There  ifi  some 
Board  already  provided  at  the  Creek  where  the  Boats  are,  and 
those  that  are  there  can  be  sunk  as  well  as  such  as  may  be  built, 
if  it  shall  be  thot  best,  and  a  covering  Party  left  with  the  Work- 


men. 


Now  I  recollect,  the  General  has  order'd  a  Party  there  for  the 
Annoyance  of  the  Enemy,  going  up  &  down  the  River,  which  can 
be  augmented,  if  necessary;  besides,  it  is  imagined  as  few  Men 
can  protect  that  Post  as  almost  any  that  can  be  pitch'd  on. 
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When  Addanis  returns,  if  it  be  thot  necessary  to  build  more, 
I  ehall  do  myself  the  Honour  to  wait  on  your  Excellency. 

I  am  Dear  Governour,  your  most  Obdnt.  &  very  Hble  Serv't 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton.  H.  Hughes. 


[No.  877.] 

Colonel  Piatt  Promises  to  Eooert  Himself  to  the  Best  of  His  Resources. 

Poughkeepsie  Oct'r  22d  1777. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  18th  Instant  on  yester- 
day. I  have  heard  nothing  of  any  reinforcements  coming  from 
Gen.  Putnam.  My  Corps  at  present  consists  of  about  120  Men. 
And  Col.  Fraer's  Regiment  by  the  last  returns  consisted  of  108 
arms  and  63  without  arms.  I  am  using  my  best  endeavors  to  col- 
lect all  the  well  affected  people  who  have  arms,  and  are  not  already 
out,  but  have  no  reason  to  expect  any  considerable  addition  to  my 
present  Force.  You  may  rest  assured  I  shall  exert  myself,  to  pro- 
tect the  Inhabitants  &  oppose  the  Enemy's  landing  at  this  place, 
as  far  as  the  Force  I  have  with  me  will  enable  me.  Your  Excel- 
lency however  must  be  sensible,  that  with  the  force  here  at  pres- 
ent, no  opposition  can  be  made  to  purpose  .should  the  Enemy  Laud 
with  their  whole  Force,  I  submit  it  therefore  to  your  Excellency, 
whether  it  would  be  proper  to  make  any  farther  application  to 
Gen.  Putnam  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  Sir  Your  very  humble  Servant 

Zepha  Piatt. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  at  Hurley. 
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[No.  878.] 

CLINTON  CONGRATULATES  GENERAL  L1N(()1.N. 

He  Describes  the  Fall  of  the  Highland  FovIh  (iml  ih,    s'f/i •/.■(/( 7  of 

Kingston. 

Hurley  22(1  October  1777. 
My  dear  Sir, 

In  the  midst  of  a  variety  of  most  mortifying  Missfortunes  which 
I  have  lately  sustained  I  can  with  great  Truth  say  that  thofie  which 
you  &  the  Brave  Genl.  Arnold  (with  whom  I  have  not  the  plca-sure 
of  a  personal  Acquaintance)  have  suffered  in  being  wounded, added 
greatly  to  my  Distress',  For,  exclusive  of  the  most  sincere  persoaal 
Friendship  I  owe  you,  believe  me,  Sir,  I  regard'd  your  Presence  in 
the  Field  in  the  Critical  Hour  in  which  you  was  constrained  to 
retire,  as  a  Matter  in  which  the  public  was  deeply  interested.  It 
is  with  the  highest  Pleasure  then  I  have  just  learned  from  Colo. 
Wilkinson  the  prospect  you  have  of  a  happy  &  speedy  Recovery  & 
it  woud  add  greatly  to  my  Happiness  had  your  sulTeriug  Brother 
an  equal  Prospect. 

Think,  my  Dear  Sir,  how  unfortunate  your  Friend  a  few  lIourH 
after  my  Arival  in  an  Important  Fortress  (on  wliieli  the  Safety 
of  the  State  so  much  depended)  attacked  by  Eight  at  bast  to  one 
in  extensive  unfinished  Works  &  ousted  at  the  Point  of  the  Bayo- 
net; the  one  half  of  the  small  Garrisson  not  having  a  Bayonet  or 
Spear  to  resist  their  repeated  Assaults  &  to  this,  add  the  I)e<«l ruc- 
tion [of]  one  of  the  Capital  Towns  of  the  State  by  a  lawless  & 
Cowardly  Banditti,  and  I,  oblidged  to  stand  by,  an  Idle  Spectator 
for  want  of  Force  to  prevent  it;  tho  my  small  Army  had  forced  a 
March  of  40  Miles  in  24  Hours  &  were  within  three  or  four  Milea 
at  the  Time  but  yet  too  late  to  prevent  Calamity  or  punish  the 
perpetrators  who  fled  with  precipitation  out  of  our  Reach  on  Board 
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their  Shipping  on  being  informed  of  our  Approach.    Thus  I  am 

left  to  be  bufifetted  but  it  is  my  Comfort  that  their  Succees  is  as 

partial  indeed  confined  to  this  small  Quarter  while  on  every  other 

they  dearly  pay  for  it.    Nor  do  I  despair  but  a  few  Days  will  even 

here  turn  the  Scale  ag't  them.    With  the  utmost  Regard  &  Esteem 

I  am  my  D'  Sir, 

yours  affectionately, 

[George  Clinton.] 
[To  Cen.  Lincoln.] 


[No.  879.] 
The  Guard  Report. 

Hurley  23d  Oct'r  1777. 

Morning  Report  of  the  Main  Guard. 

Names  of  Prisoners  and  their  Crimes. 

[Same  list  of  prisoners  as  Document  No.  874,  beginning  with 
William  Maliarry,  through  Henry  Herreld,  leaving  out  David 
Westei-velt  and  Daniel  Wackman.j 

Samuel  Hannah,  Solomon  Wearing,  John  Perheraus,  Thos. 
Quick,  Wilhelmus  Quick,  Alirahain  Quick,  Isaac  Cropsey  and 
Ezekiel  Bishop,  confind  by  Lieut  Col.  Hardenbergh  for  being  dis- 
affected to  this  State,  and  attempting  to  go  on  Board  the  Enemy's 
Fleet,  Ezekiel  Bishop  deserted  from  the  Prisoners,  sent  to  New 
England  from  Esopus. 

Will'm  Eligh,  Adam  Bear,  Jacob  Cooke,  Will'm  McDermot, 
Ozea  Hendricks,  Thos.  Cooke  and  Joseph  Hans  confind  by  Maj'r 
Huntington  for  being  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

George  Harris  of  Capt.  Mott's  Comp'y  Col.  Lamb's  Regt.  of 
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artillery,  confind  for  being  absent  from  Roll  Call,  and  htMUj;  mum 
pected  of  having  stolen  a  pair  of  Shoes  from  Corpl.  Hrown  of  thf 
same  Company. 

Abraham  Devoe,  and  Cornelius  Barenbart,  coniind  hy  l.n  ut. 
Potter  for  being  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

Thos.  Wooster  Capl.  of  ye  Guard. 


[No.  880.] 

STRENGTH  OF  JAMES  CLINTON'S  FORCE. 

The  Enemy's  Frigate  WitJii/n  Strikmg  Distance  —  Disposition  of 
the  American  Troops — George  Clinton's  Crops. 

Abell  Bellknaps  October  23d  1777 
D'r  Brother, 

Yours  of  the  21st  I  Received  Yesterday  with  the  Letter  and 
Papers  Inclosed  for  Genl.  Washington  which  I  Imediately  for- 
warded by  one  of  the  Light  horse  from  this  place,  Agreable  to 
Your  Directions,  though  I  Suppose  you  know  that  there  ie  Ex- 
press Riders  Stationed  from  the  Continental  Ferry  here  throuKli 
Goshen  to  Easton  and  from  that  to  Head  Quarters. 

The  Enemy's  Frigate  Lies  Still  below  the  Chivedefreese  and  it 
was  my  Oppinion  She  was  Stationed  there  to  prevent  our  Sink- 
ing any  more.  But  Genl.  Winds  Informed  me  yesterday  be 
thought  she  wanted  to  get  higher  up  as  fihe  has  boats  Constantly 
Sounding  the  Channell  &c. 

Genl.  Winds  Brigade  Consists  of  about  5  or  GOO  men  and  are 
fitill  Increasing;  they  are  stationed  at  N.  Windsor;  Capt.  NicliollB 
and  his  Company  at  the  Creek;  Coll.  Thursten  and  Coll.  Wood- 
huirs  Regt.  from  the  County  Line  to  Butterhill  and  thence  along 
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the  Clove  Road  to  Fiaueis  Smith's;  Coll.  MeClaiighrej'«  Kegt. 
at  Haebrouck's  mill  keeping  their  main  Guard  at  New  Burgh; 
Maj'r  Dubois  with  his  4  Compa's  from  N.  Burgh  along  the  River 
as  you  formerly  ordered  them. 

I  find  it  a  very  Dificult  Task  to  keep  the  Militia  from  Stroeling 
home;  they  often  slip  away  and  Return  again  that  it  is  not  Easy 
to  know  how  many  men  we  have;  we  are  Daily  sending  after 
them. 

I  have  four  Prisoners  Under  Guard,  viz,  Elias  Impson  for  De- 
serting from  Capt.  Jackson's  Company  Coll.  Livingston's  Regt. 
upon  Examining  him  he  had  several  bills  of  Continental  and  state 
money  Defaced  and  altered  from  a  4  shilling  bill  to  5  and  10  Dol- 
lars Badly  done  which  he  Endeavoured  to  pass. 

Edmund  Tomkins  taken  near  Doodle  Town  by  our  scoutfi  with 
a  parcell  of  Cattle  which  he  was  Collecting  for  the  Enemy  as  we 
suppose. 

Henry  Crans  for  Toryism,  the  Examination  Inclosed.  Thomas 
Marsh  for  Do,  by  saying  he  would  not  fire  at  the  British  Troops 
but  now  wants  to  Inlist  in  the  standing  Forces;  his  father  is  an 
old  Tory  and  I/ives  on  Delancey'fi  Land  near  New  Shawungunk 
and  most  of  his  Neighbours  Blames  the  father  for  the  Conduct  of 
the  Son. 

I  have  got  Mr.  Dubois  to  move  your  slay  and  several  other 
things  from  your  House;  Capt.  Bcllknap  has  moved  your  sashes 
&  Corn.  Your  liuck wheat  I  believe  is  Chiefly  shaken  out  and  not 
Cut  but  your  TotMlocs,  Tiiniiiis,  Cabbage  &  I  Doubt  there  will 
be  a  i»oor  acct.  of  them  would  it  Udt  be  best  to  secure  what  we 
Can  of  tl)«?m  for  your  use  by  Imploying  hands  to  Dig  them  &c. 
I  have  nothing  further  to  acquaint  you  of  that  I  can  think  of  at 
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present.     I  would  be  glad  to  licar  \sli:il  ikws  ymi  have  and  alioiit 
Burgoyne'e  Capitulation  &e. 

I  am  Yours  alTrdionalel}- 

.hiuKK  Clinton. 
I  have  not  time  to  Coppj  this. 

I  am  Just  Informed  several  Cannon  lias  Ihth  hcanl  t.,  I>.i\  up 
the  River. 
To  Governor  George  Clinton  Hurly. 


[Inclosuro.] 

N.  Windsor  October  I'Jth  1777. 

Thomas  Johnston  Saith  that  he  heard  Henry  Crans  Bay  that 
they  was  Damned  fools  that  they  did  not  shoot  the  Govornor  and 
Come  away  from  the  Fort  sooner  than  they  did. 

James  Moor  Saith  that  the  Wednesday  after  the  Furt  wa.s  taken 
he  was  going  past  Henry  Crans  house  and  said  Henry  Crana  Came 
Down  to  the  Road  from  his  House  and  said  that  the  Governor 
had  sent  for  more  assistance  and  he  well  Deserved  it  wlu-n  he 
run  away  before  the  Fort  was  given  up. 


476 
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[Nos.  882-883.] 

Gates  Requests  Governor  Clinton  to  Meet  Him  at  Cocxjmans. 

Albany  24tli  October  1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  Your  Excellency's  Letter  by  the 
bearer  Colonel  Malcomb,  with  whom  I  have  been  concerting 
all  the  necessary  business  recommended  by  Your  Excellency; 
for  reasons  that  I  will  explain,  when  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
see  You,  I  am  very  desirous,  you  would  give  me  an  interview 
at  Queeman's,  next  Monday  noon;  in  the  mean  time,  every 
requisite  shall  be  forwarded  with  the  utmost  Expedition,  to  the 
I>laces  &  posts  assigned  them.  Inclosed*  is  a  Letter  from  Colo- 
nel Malcom,  who  remains  with  me  to  assist  &  forward  the  pub- 
lic Service, 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  affectionate  Hum'e  Serv't 

[Horatio  Gates.} 
His  Excell'y  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Albany  Oc'r  24  1777. 

D'r  Sir, 

The  General  writes  you  by  this  opportunity  he  is  determined, 
to  attempt  the  reduction  of  your  old  quarters— part  of  the  troops 
are  already  march'd — the  whole  will  move  from  this  ground  to- 
day. 2  12  pd'rs  &  2  five  Inch  Royalls,  go  down  this  side— will 
not  that  be  Suff't  Train— the  same  number  on  the  other  side- 
it  will  be  very  proper  that  you  effectually  cutt  off  all  commun'n 
with  the  fleet.     If  they  obtain    intelligence    of  the  meditated 


•Malcom'8  letter  follows  Gen.  Gates'.  George  W.  Clinton  numbered  Col.  Malcom'a 
letter  882,  and  allowed  It  to  precede  that  of  Gen.  Gates.  The  present  editor  has  taken 
the  liberty  of  transferring  it  to  the  place  it  now  holds  for  the  sake  of  consecutlvencss.— 
Statb  Historian. 
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Stroke  they  will  get  below  tlie  fort  .K:,  llin.w  llicir  (nu.i.s  iiilr, 
the  Garrison.  4  boats  &  100  men  are  going  Ihis  nioinciit  f(.r 
the  purpose  above  them — &  the  General  dopends  on  vdnr  hiking 
the  same  care  below.  Will  yon  order  (!(.ur  beelV  iK:  foi;ijr,.  to 
be  prepard  near  Ketchems  mills  or  where  you  IhinU  best  can 
the  artillery  pass  the  Clove  road,  or  is  there  a  beder  way!  aw 
General  Putnam  is  Strongly  reinforc'd  may  he  not  Ocenpy  Fctrt 
Constitution  as  well  as  Anthony's  Nose,  ^\■llat  (liink  you  of  ihat 
especially  as  your  force  will  enable  you  to  invest  the  V<n-\.  I 
shall  be  down  to  morrow — &  will  I  hope  meet  you  on  tlie  way. 

I  most  respectfully  am  D'r  Sir 

Y'r  mo.  ob.  se't 

W.  Malcom. 
To  His  Excell'y  Governor  Clinton. 

Let  Co'  Lamb  make  a  calculation  of  ammunition  «S:c.  wanted— 
&  send  me — abundance  of  every  thing  in  that  way  here — forges — 
for  heating  shot — shall  we  bring  one  along — w't  some  Iron  can- 
non. I  think  I  had  better  stay  untill  I  hear  from  you.  Col. 
Lamb  will  write  me  ab't  those  things  as  its  of  consequence  that 
[you*]  meet  the  General. 


[No.  884.] 
General  Parsons  Requests  that  a  Captured  Tory  Be  Discharged. 

Peekskill  24th  Oct'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

When  at  White  Plains,  I  propos'd  to  Ceul.  Ti-y<»n  («•  release 
of  Sam'l  Pugsly  of  Harrison's  Purchase,  who  was  tak.ii  from 
his  House  &  confind  in  New  York  &  that  I  would  use  niv  In- 
fluence with  the  authority  of  this  State  that  one  Gilbert  Oorton 


•MSS.  torn. 
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of  Harrison's  Purchase  whom  we  had  taken  &  Sent  to  Esopus 
Should  be  discharg'd  on  the  Same  Terms  Pugsly  Should  be 
releas'd.  Pugsly  was  accordingly  Sent  out  on  Parole  not  to  take 
arms  &  return  to  New  York  if  Ilorton  was  not  releas'd — both 
Horton  &  Pugsly  can  do  neither  Good  nor  Ilarm;  one  is  a  whigg 
of  no  Importance,  the  other  a  Tory  of  no  Consequence  who  can 
do  no  Harm;  I  consider  myself  a  little  interested  in  the  Dis- 
charge of  Horton  &:  therefore  beg  your  Excellency  to  direct  his 
Discharge  on  Such  Terms  as  you  think  proper  or  the  authority 
of  the  State  in  whose  Hands  he  is  would  release  him. 
I  am  Dear  Sir 

y'r  Obed't  h'e  Serv' 

Sam'l  H.  Parsons. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


The  Troops  at  Hurley  Ordered  to  New  Windsor. 

•Poughkeepsie,  Octr.  25th  1777. 
Dear  Sir — I  am  informed  that  the  enemj^'s  fleet  passed  the 
chevaux-de-frieze  at  New- Windsor,  yesterday  evening,  and  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river  out  of  sight  from  thence.  This  being  the 
case,  I  have  ordered  the  troops  at  Hurley  to  proceed  to  New- 
Windsor,  that  they  may  be  more  conveniently  situated  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  the  Highlands,  or  detached  to  Head-Quarters,  if 
the  General  should  think  proper  so  to  order.  Colos  Pawling's 
and  Snyder's  regiments  will  be  left  at  home. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedt.  servt. 

Geo.  Clinton. 


*From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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[No.  885.] 

CLINTON  UNABLE  TO  MEET  GATES. 

In   Poor   Health — He   Anticipates    the   Enemy    Will    Conontratr 

Against  Washington. 

Poughkeepsie  26th  October  1777  2  o'Clook  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir^ 

I  am  this  Moment  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  L«*tt<'r 
of  the  24th  Instant  with  Colo.  Malcom's  of  the  8aiiie  Date  & 
find  myself  greatly  oblidged  to  you  for  the  early  Attention  yon 
have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  the  Measures  which  thro  Colo.  Mal- 
com  I  took  the  Liberty  of  mentioning  to  you.  I  woud  with  tire 
greatest  Pleasure  wait  .upon  you  at  Coemans  Tomorrow  Noon, 
if  my  Health  (which  is  greatly  Injured  by  Fatelgne  &  a  Bad 
Cold)  &  the  Time  in  which  I  woud  have  to  make  the  Journey  in, 
admit.  The  Situation  of  the  Enemy  being  very  different  from 
what  you  must  have  supposed  at  the  Time  of  writing  iiif  will 
of  Course  oecassion  some  Alteration  in  the  Measures  you  pro- 
posed to  pursue  against  them.  On  the  23d  their  Fleet  fell  down 
from  Saagertjes  where  they  had  for  some  Time  lay  to  Kingston, 
came  too  there  that  Evening  &  next  Morning  came  under  Sail 
passed  down  the  River  &  the  last  Account  I  had  of  tla-ni  yester- 
day were  out  of  sight  from  New  Windsor  but  this  not  in  smh 
Manner  as  to  be  depended  on  tho  I  believe  it  to  be  true.  The 
next  Evening  after  the  fleet  left  the  River  at  Kingston  I  crossed 
over  on  this  Side  in  hopes  to  have  mett  Genl.  Putnam  to  advise 
with  him  of  the  proper  Measures  to  be  pursued  but  unfortunately 
found  he  had  moved  down  the  Day  before  with  his  Army.  I  rode 
till  midnight  in  hopes  to  have  come  up  with  him  at  thin  Place 
31 
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but  was  again  disapointcd.  ]Ir  liad  left  this  about  Noun  for 
Fislikill.  I  llirn  (•((ncbulcd  it  best  to  move  my  small  Force  down 
to  New  \\  indsor  i^-  accordingly  sent  them  Orders  yesterday  to 
march  f(»r  iluit  Place  providing  they  had  not  received  Contraiy 
Orders  from  you.  So  that  unless  your  Letter  to  me  has  oceas- 
sioTied  a  Delay  Ihcy  must  already  be  on  I  heir  Way  for  that  Place 
&  there  if  I  find  myself  a  little  better  I  propose  to  join  them 
Tomorrow. 

It  appears  to  mc  essentially  necessary  that  we  sliciud  lake  S(»me 
Post  on  the  Kiver  where  we  may  be  able  to  prevent  the  Enemy's 
getting  above  us  with  their  Shipping  without  great  Difficulty. 
This  with  the  Artillery  mentioned  in  Colo.  Malcom's  Letter  I 
think  may  be  effected  at  the  Cheveaux  Defrize  near  New  Wind- 
sor or  perhaps  at  Fort  Constitution  &  the  lower  down  the  Kiver 
the  better.  I  am  clearly  of  ()pj»iniou  the  Enemy  will  not  At- 
tempt any  Thing  Capital  up  the  River  since  the  Object  which 
induced  them  to  venture  up  it,  is  by  your  Important  Successes 
over  Genl.  Burgoyne's  Army,  (on  which  happy  Occassion  I  most 
heaxtilly  congratulate  you)  now  at  an  End.  It  is  now  become 
the  Enemy's  true  Interest  to  strenghtheii  Genl.  Howe  &  it  is 
therefore  ray  humble  Oppion  that  Genl.  Clinton  will  detach  his 
principal  Force  towards  Philadelphia  for  that  I'urpose.  At  the 
same  Time  keep  up  the  Appearance  of  Force  in  the  Kiver  to 
prevent  our  Strenghthening  Genl.  Washington  Army  as  if  our 
AfiFairs  shoud  prove  so  fortunate  as  those  under  j'our  Directions 
to  the  Northward  the  Campaign  must  be  decisive  against  them. 

I  am  unlKip]>y  in  not  being  altle  to  wait  uj»on  you  Tomorrow 
at  Coeymans;  at  any  other  Time  »S:  Place  you  may  jdease  to  ap- 
point for  an  Interview  I  will  (health  permitting)  do  myself  the 
Pleasure  of  waiting  upon  you.     In  the  Mean  Time  any  Orders 
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you  shall  thiuk  proper  to  connimiii.:,!,.  slull  I.,-  ninsl   faill.fiiliv 
complied  with. 

I  am  D'r  Sir  ^vith  .parliculnr  Ksl.-,.,ii   Voiir  Mnsl   A  IT.T(iona(.' 
Humble  Serv't 

Oco.  f'liiilon. 

The  Troops  under  my  Direction  l.ein^r  ;,(  x,.^v  Wirids..r  will  |,o 
able  to  act  ag't  the  Enemy  in  that  Quarter  as  you  may  direcl. 
To  the  Honble.  Major  Genl.  Gates. 


Governor' Clinton  Notifies  Colonel  Jolin  Lavih  llml  lie  I'n,it>,si8  to 

Transf&r  His  Troops  to  New  Wiiulsor. 
*D'r  Colo. 

I  wrote  you  Yesterday  desiring  the  Troops  at  Hurley  mi^ht 
march  immediately  for  New  Windsor  providing  Contrary  Orders 
were  not  received  from  Genl.  Gates.  I  immagine  my  Letter  must 
not  have  reached  you  before  you  received  &  forwarded  Geul. 
Gates  &  Colo.  Malcom's  Letters  of  the  24th  Instant  to  me  or 
you  woud  have  wrote  me  by  the  Person  with  whom  yoii  8(  nt 
them.  The  Situation  of  the  Enemy  being  so  very  diirercnl  from 
it  was  when  Genl.  Gates  wrote  me  Nothing  in  his  Letter  will 
warrant  the  Continuance  of  the  Troops  at  Ilurley.  It  will  be 
therefore  best  to  move  on  for  New  Windsor  as  soon  as  the 
Weather  will  permit.  I  mean  to  set  out  for  tliai  Place  Tomor- 
row. You'I  please  to  forward  the  Letter  accomp'g  this  to  (Jenl. 
Gates  by  a  Light  Horse  Man  i^'  willi  best  Comi>]iments  to  the 
Genl.  of  the  Familley  believe  me  D'r  Sir  with  givat  Sinoereity 

Your  Most  Obe'dt  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
Colo.  Lamb. 


*This  document  appears  in  the  original  manuscript  on  the  same  iih«wt  a«  Porument 
No.  885.  The  Governor  drafted  two  letters  on  the  same  sheet,  probnblr  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  paper,  and  this  second  letter  should  have  boon  numbered  bj  U»o 
original  editor  "  SSG."— State  Historian. 
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[No.  886.] 

GRIEVANCES  OF  WILLIAM  SMITH. 

DecUres  His  Jjyyaltij  to  Great  Britain  and  Asks  for  a  Pass  for 
His  Servant  in  Order  to  Protect  His  Property. 

Manor  of  Livingston  28"'  Oct'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

There  is  not  a  man  in  the  world,  to  whom  my  Sentiments, 
respecting  the  present  Controvers}-,  are  better  known  than  to 
yourself.  I  aflfected  no  Disguize  to  conceal  them  from  any  man. 
To  you  I  have  expressed  myself  at  all  Times,  in  erery  Stage  of 
the  Quarrel,  with  the  most  unreserved  Confidence.  I  owed  this 
to  my  Honor  and  my  Conscience.  I  could  not  suppress  the  con- 
victions of  my  mind,  without  violating  the  Ties  of  Friendship, 
and  that  Love  for  my  Country,  which  I  trust  no  man  can  ques- 
tion, who  is  not  ignorant,  uncandid  or  unjust. 

You  will  therefore  naturally  imagine,  that  I  concieve  myself 
injured  by  my  present  Bonds.  I  do  so,  and  believe  that  you,  and 
many  Hundreds  of  others,  who  have  a  Regard  to  the  Rights  of 
private  Judgment,  are  of  the  same  opinion.  It  is  my  consolation 
that  tho'  this  Violence  exposes  to  Ix)ss,  it  creates  no  Scandal, 
but  upon  the  Intemperance  and  Passion  of  the  Day;  for  they 
who  attackd  my  Liberty,  would  have  imprisoned  every  Patriot 
in  England,  who  pleaded  our  cause  with  a  Benevolence,  not  re- 
stricted to  one,  but  imbracing  all  the  Branches  of  the  British 
Empire. 

I  foresaw  and  predicted  this  Hour,  and  resolved  to  hold  fast 
my  Integrity.  God  forbid  that  I  should  suspect  others  who  are 
not  of  my  Sentiments.  I  do  not.  I  believe  there  are  Thousands 
of  honest  men  as  well  as  Knaves,  among  the  advocates  for 
opinions  diametrically  opposite  to  each  other.     I  think  both  Sides 
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wrong;  but  I  find  no  Inclination  to  pfrscrutr  tlio.sr  who  aru  not 
of  my  mind;  nor  should  if  my  little  Party  grew  large  and  power- 
ful, as  I  think  it  will  in  proportion  to  the  growing  miscriew  of 
our  Country.  At  present  it  is  a  very  small  l-'iock.  That  ion- 
sideration  rendered  me  suspicious  and  inquisitive;  but  then-  b"'ing 
no  necessary  connection  between  Infallibility  ..^  nuinhcis,  I  am 
neither  swayed  by  the  majority  here,  for  one  opinion,  nur  of 
all  the  Eest  of  the  British  Dominions  for  another.  There  is  a 
third  different  from  both;  and  from  the  Proposal  of  the  20" 
Feb'ry  1775,  the  message  to  the  congress  by  Drummond  &  Elliot, 
and  the  Interview  had  with  Lord  Howe  on  the  11"  Sept.  177G  1 
believe  it  will  'ere  long  be  found  most  friendly  to  the  Ke-Estab- 
lishment  of  Peece  &  Harmony.  I  am  sorry  that  the  negleit  of  it 
costs  the  Empire  so  much  Blood. 

So  conceiving,  in  the  Integrity  of  my  Heart,  could  more  be 
required  of  me,  than  to  continue  quiet  within  the  Limits  of  luy 
native  country,  especially  after  a  written  Promise  to  do  so,  and 
the  Loss  of  Thousands  by  the  conflagration  of  the  capital,  an.l 
much  more  indangered  by  the  Receipt  of  the  Paper  in  c  ireiila- 
tion?  I  have  fiince  lost  £150  in  the  Desolation  of  Kingston,  and  in 
consequence  of  my  present  Bonds  have  some  Thousands  at  iiisk 
at  Haverstraw;  Part  of  which,  might  have  been  rescued,  could 
I  have  resorted  thither,  or  my  servant  bad  not  been  driven  back 
a  month  ago,  by  a  committee  at  Pogkeepsing,  with  Threats  of 
Imprisonm't,  and  brutal  Imprecations  upou  his  masirr.  I'oor 
Colo.  Hay  is  burnt  out,  and  imploring  my  compassion  to  my 
Sister;  but  I  am  not  to  stir  without  the  order  of  the  Executive 
of  the  new  Republic;  which  according  [to]  the  Kingston  nuulel 
and  the  late  Dissolution,  rests,  if  in  any  Person,  solely  in  the  Gov- 
ernor. I  should  be  wanting  to  myself,  and  my  sutTering  Kela 
tions,  if  I  did  not  appii^ie  you  of  these  attack,  upon  n,y  Liberty. 
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uliicli  i)ii'\i'iit  iiic  Iroiii  ^oiiij;  t<»  tlit'ir  lidu'l',  ami  I'oi'  (lie  i*ro- 
tectioii  of  my  own  luteresls,  and  that  if  fur  any  Reasons  of  State, 
there  is  a  necessity  for  this  Kind  of  Policy,  my  servant,  John 
McDonald,  the  Bearer,  may  be  clothed  wiUi  your  authority,  to 
s;ave  what  he  can  from  Destruclion;  for  with  all  due  Reverence 
to  the  aforementioned  committeemen,  I  do  not  imagine  it  to 
be  the  Design  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  that  after  being 
fettered,  m^-  Legs  should  be  cut  off;  it  being  little  short  of  that 
cruelty,  to  seperate  me  from  my  Estate,  and  then  prevent  me 
from  imploying  my  servants  to  take  care  of  it.  I  find  nothing 
to  justify  this,  in  the  new  Constitution  intended  to  have  been 
erected  for  more  Indulgences  to  Liberty,  than  we  injoyed  under 
Great  Britain.  But  it  is  very  possible  that  I  may  be  mistaken. 
Of  this  however  I  am  confident,  that  I  lose  no  Part  of  my  affec- 
tion to  any  of  my  Friends,  meerly  on  the  Score  of  a  Diversity  of 
opinions ;  and  that  as  I  do  not  distrust  your  Integrity,  I  am,  dear 
(George,  affectionately  your's 

Wm.  Smith.* 

*Tliis  letter,  written  while  the  historian,  William  Smith,  was  on  parole,  serves  as  a 
fair  index  to  the  character  of  the  man.  Smith  was  born  in  New  York,  June  25,  1728, 
and  graduated  from  Yale  in  1745.  He  studied  law,  and  at  once  gained  an  extensive 
and  profitable  practice.  It  was  considered  the  highest  honor  for  any  young  man  to 
obtain  a  position  as  law  student  in  his  office,  and  the  records  of  Jurisprudence  of  this 
State  show  that  nearly  every  lawyer  of  prominence  in  the  colony  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary struggle  learned  the  rudiments  of  his  profession  under  the  eye  of  this  erudite 
and  able  scholar. 

From  1763  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution,  he  served  as  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Province,  and  in  17C7  he  succeeded  his  father  as  member  of  the  Council.  When  war 
came,  he  etraddlcd,  and  was  contemptuously  termed  the  "■  weathercock."  He  left  the 
city  of  New  York  in  1776,  and  retired  to  his  country  place  up  the  Hudson,  where  he 
was  paroled  by  the  Americans. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  above  letter  was  written.  In  1778  ho  openly 
declared  his  preference  for  the  Uritish  cause.  The  Royalists  welcomed  him  with  open 
arms,  although  to  many  he  was  more  or  less  an  object  of  suspicion.  In  17.S3  he  left 
this  country,  and  repaired  to  England  with  the  troops.  In  17SG  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Justice  of  Canada,  and  held  office  until  his  death  in  Quebec,  November  3,  1793.  He 
was  the  author  of  the  "  History  of  the  Province  of  New  York  from  its  Discovery  to 
1732."  For  Governor  Clinton's  reply  see  page  492;  see  also  Document  1739  which  will 
appear  In  Volume  IV.— State  Historian.  .  ^  ,;.  i.u.i.L;»iii.iji.L»lLJ 
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Mr.  llay  informs  me  tliat  my  House  was  l.iokr  l.\    ili.-  Kiij;,'H 
Troops  and  plundered  by  both  Sides  on  ih,.  li"  |i,si.     'n,;,i  ho 
recovered  what  was  taken  at  first  bul   Dial    I   siillVr  mwh  by 
the  last  seizure  or  Robbery. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  887.] 

General  Lincoln  Hopeful  for  the  Future — His  Wauiids  Arc  lltniiiuj  - 
His  Reflections  on  General  Burgoyne. 

Albany  October  l!Slh  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  your  I'avor  of  the  22d  on  the  24th.  The 
tender  concern  which  you  express  at  my  misfortune  penetrates 
me  with  the  most  sensible  gratitude,  &  demands  my  most  cordial 
thanks.  My  wounds  are  healing:  And  believe  me,  Sir,  that  h-ar 
ing  of  the  safety  of  your  person  is  no  small  allevialion  of  my  alHic- 
tions;  though  at  the  same  time  I  am  uneasy  on  your  account, 
knowing  how  unhappy  a  person  of  your  disposition  must  be  under 
such  circumstances.  A  cruel  &  barbarous  enemy  ravaging  your 
coasts— burning  &  plundering  like  Savages,— not  making  war 
like  men  who  have  any  of  the  feelings  of  humanity;  but  in  a 
manner,  that  would  have  made  an  antient  Briton  blush,  to  have 
had  imputed  to  him— thus  endeavouring  to  dislrt«s  those  whom 
they  cannot  conquer— and  yourself  unable  to  relieve  the  suffering 
inhabitants.  Yours  must  be  the  situation  of  anxiety;  but  y(.u  are 
consoled  from  reflection  that  you  have  done  all  in  your  i)ower  to 
prevent  it,  Notwithstanding  this  little  success,  I  fancy,  that  they 
soon  will  be  obliged  to  retire,  and  my  fri.'ud  .■..utinue  the  falher 
of  a  Free  State. 
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Your  favor  of  the  Stb  in  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  5tb  I  re- 
ceived 10  or  12  days  after.  Matters  here  were  so  totally  dilferent, 
at  the  time  of  rceiving,  to  what  they  were  when  you  wrote,  that 
it  made  it  unnesfiary  for  me  to  lay  it  before  Genl.  Gates,  agreeable 
to  your  request. 

I  congratulate  you  and  my  country  on  the  great  successes  in 
thifi  quarter.  That  gentleman,  who  so  lately  was  employed  in 
writing  and  publishing  Proclamations,  promising  Protection  &c. 
&c.  &c.  now  seems  to  be  ae  busily  employed,  after  the  loss  of  his 
army,  in  attempting  to  justify  hie  conduct  to  the  King,  hie  Master; 
and,  ae  I  hear,  is  fixing  the  blame  upon  the  ministry. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir,  with  the  sincerest  affection 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Hble.  Ser*t 

B:  Lincoln. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Eeqr. 


[No.  888.] 

Oeneral  James  Clinton  Recommends  that  One-half  or  Two-tMrda  of 

Each  Regiment  Be  Discharged. 

Abel  Bellknaps  October  29th  1777. 
D'r  Brother, 

The  Inclosed  Letters  Except  the  one  from  Congreee  I  Received 
the  27th  Instant  Upon  which  I  Imediately  Set  out  for  Fishldlls 
notwithetanding  the  Storm,  Expecting  to  meet  you  there  but  being 
Disapointed  I  Returned  the  same  Evening  bringing  the  Lettc  rs 
with  me  As  I  thought  it  wae  Necessary  to  keep  the  Contente  A 
Secret  till  you  had  eeen  them. 

I  have  not  Discharged  any  of  the  Millitia  yet;  I  have  ordered 
Coll.  Heathorn's  Regt.  to  keep  up  that  Post  at  Ramapongh  Clove 


Public  Papers  of  Gkougk  Clinton.  4sn 

but  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  Disdiarj^e  oiio  h;ilf  or  tlic  two 
thirds  of  Each  Kegt.  as  soon  as  Possible  but  would  be  plad  to 
hear  from  you  first  as  there  is  prisoners  here  (liat  ouulit  to  be 
tryed. 

I  Expect  you  over  here  this  Day  but  Imagine  you  will  have 
Ocasion  for  these  Letters  before  you  Cross  the  River. 

I  am  Yours 

James  Clinton. 
[To  G.  C] 

P.  S.  the  Storm  has  prevented  any  of  the  troops  nottinL:  hown 
here  yet. 


[No.  889.] 

The  Authorities  of  New  York  Urged  by  tlie  Congress  to  Work  the 

Lead  Mines  in  Order  to  Make  Bullets. 

In  Congress  Oct:  30:  1777. 
Resolved, 

That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  board  of  war  to  the  govrnninia 
of  the  State  of  New- York,  representing  in  the  strongest  terms,  the 
great  want  of  lead,  the  absolute  necessity  there  is,  for  providing 
seasonable  resources  of  that  invaluable  article.  That  it  be  there 
fore  earnestly  recommended  to  the  said  government  forth witli  t" 
take  measures  for  having  the  lead  mines  in  that  State  worked,  & 
that  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of  labourers  cannot  be  procuretl 
for  that  purpose,  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  be  directed 
to  furnish  a  competent  number  of  prisoners  of  war  for  that  end. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  Seo'y. 
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Goi-enior  Clintou  Suspects  an  IntnilUm  on  Uinnj  Clinton  s  Part  to 

Reinforce  ITowe. 
•Fishkill,  ?,lst  October,  1777,  -t  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir — I  am  this  moment  favonred  with  yours  of  yesterday, 
with  respect  to  Colo.  Weraple's  and  Liringeton's  regiments.  I  can 
only  say  they  were  ordered  down  by  Genl,  Gates  to  reinforce  the 
little  army  under  my  command,  when  the  enemy's  shipping  were 
at  Saagertys,  to  enable  me  to  invest  Fort  Montgomery.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  enemy  is  since  very  different;  they  have  demolished  and 
evacuated  Fort  Montgomery,  and  all  the  other  posts  in  the  ITigh- 
lands,  and  have  drawn  their  whole  force  to  New- York.  I  suppose 
with  intention  to  reinforce  Howe,  at  Philadelphia.  I  have  at- 
tended here  since  yesterday  noon,  in  a  council  of  war,  to  determine 
the  measures  most  proper  to  be  pursued  by  our  army  in  this  quar- 
ter, what  they  will  be,  is  yet  unknown.  Genl.  Gates  considers  the 
troops  sent  down  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  as  belonging  to  his 
department,  I  cannot,  therefore,  discharge  them;  it  is  to  him 
they  must  make  their  application  for  this  purpose.  If  they  join 
me  they  shall  be  well  supplied  with  provisions,  and  every  other 
necessary  in  my  power  to  command.  We  shall  either  attempt 
New-York  or  reinforce  Head-Qiiarters,  and  between  this  and  15th 
November,  much  may  be  done. 

I  enclose  you  the  last  accounts  from  Head-Quarters,  which, 

though  not  so  well  authenticated  as  I  could  wish,  I  believe  to  be 

true,  and  congratulate  you  on   the  important  success.     Excuse 

great  haste. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

George  Clintou. 
Honble.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Marble  Town. 


•  From  the  Journal  of  tho  Council  of  Safety. 
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[No.  800.] 
Colonel  Bailey   Reports   His  Inknlion   to   Join   George   Clinton's 

Forces. 

Catls  Kill  Oclol.cr  :{1  1777. 
Dear  General, 

I  am  ordered,  By  the  Hoiiblo.  ]\[ajor  (leiienil  ^al(•^.  lo  .Inin 
your  Excellency  at  Kingston  or  New  Wiiisor,  witb  the  nri^'d 
under  my  Comm'd.  Have  now  arrived  at  tlii.s  place  &  UnJi  istand 
your  Excellency  is  at  Kingston,  Thought  iirojier  to  Accpiaiiit  you 
of  it  &  my  Scituation.  Purpose  to  cros»s  Ihc  Creek  Tomorrow 
Morning,  &  take  the  shoricet  Route  to  Kiugslon,  exc<'pf  other  w.iyn 
Ordered  by  your  Execllcncy.  As  I  find  here  is  not  any  r>oats  liirgr 
Enough  to  carry  over  my  Artillery  Baggage  &<•;  Am  Oltligcd  lo 
make  floats  for  that  purpose,  which  will  much  rctanl  my  ni;ir.  li 
Tomorrow. 

I  am  Dear  General  with  dew  Respect  Your  most  Obfdiciit 
Humb'  Serv' 

Jno.  Bailey  Coiiimad;iiit. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.  Governar  of  (he  St;it'' 
New  York 

Kingston  or  else  where. 


And  the  Governor  Orders  Tlim  to  Procenl  to  Xew  Windsor. 
Fishkill  3d  Nov'r  1777—2  o'clock  1'.  M. 
D'r  Sir, 

I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  31^1  Lilnuo 
instead  of  halting  at  Kingston  you  will  please  to  i.rorerd  with 
your  Brigade  to  New  Windsor  &  I  woud  advise  you  to  take  the 
River  Road  from  Kingston  if  you  can  crosti  the  Redoubt  Kill  at 
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the  I^andiDg  in  preference  to  the  Back  Road  thro  the  Paltz  an  in 
this  Way  you  will  have  no  other  Waters  to  croes. 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
If  you  shoud  receive  Orders  for  Head  Quarters  the  Back  Road 
&  thro  Goshen  will  be  your  Route. 
[To  Col.  Jno.  Bailey.] 


[No.  891.] 

George  Clinton  Grants  a  Pass  to  87nith's  Servant,  Deplores  His 

Situation,  but  Cannot  Relieve  Him. 

[Oct  31  ?  1777] 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  ^oiirs  of  the  2Sth  Instant  by  your  Servant 
John  McDonald  to  whom  I  have  given  a  Pass  to  go  to  Haver- 
straw  take  the  necessary  Care  of  your  AtTairs  there  &  to  Return 
to  the  Mannor.  In  Respect  to  your  own  Confinement  I  can  only 
say  that  I  am  extreamly  sorry  that  the  late  Council  of  Safety 
of  this  State  shoud  have  found  it  necessary  in  their  Oppinion  to 
put  you  under  any  Restrictions  whatever;  at  the  same  Time  it 
is  out  of  my  Power  to  make  any  Alteration  in  what  they  have 
done.  I  wish  every  man  to  take  an  Open  &  decisive  Part  in  the 
present  interesting  Controversey,  as  a  Neutral  Charecter  in  Times 
like  these,  will  ever  be  considered  Dangerous  &  cannot  expect 
the  Confidence  or  Friendship  of  either  Side.  The  Cruelties  as 
well  [as]  Cowardice  with  which  this  Warr  has  been  conducted 
ag't  us,  must,  I  lliiiik,  be  sullieient  at  this  late  Hour  to  convince 
every  Man  that  all  connection  with  Great  Britain  is  at  an  End. 
But  believe  me,  Sir,  be  your  Siuiliincnts  what  thc^y  m«iy 
[To  William  Smith.]* 

•  See   pages   484-486. 
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[No.  892.] 

William  Denning  Requests  Information  Relative  to  Major  UuboiH. 

Saturday  inoriiiii},'  [Orl.  1777 J. 
D'r  S'r, 

The  bearer  is  son  to  my  nci},d»lionr  Major  l)n  Uois,  the  family 
still  in  doubt  of  the  fate  of  this  warm  friend  to  hifi  Country,  dcBiro 
to  be  informed — any  intelligence  your  Excell'y  may  have  rece'd 
since  I  saw  you,  will  be  acceptable  particularly  from  our  Fricnd.s 
&  Countrymen  who  were  engaged  at  the  Fort.  I  am  with  ^w.xi 
respect  S'r  your  most  Hble.  Se' 

Will.  Dt-nninj;. 
any  Letters  you  may  have  for  the  Southward  he  will  bring. 
His  Excel'y  Gov'r  Clinton  Head  Quarters. 


[No.  893.] 
A  Few  Commissanj  Items. 

William  Paulding  Deputy  Comiuissary 

To  George  Clintou  Esqr.  "•■• 

X.    .s.    D. 

Dec'r  1776    lor  51  Barrels  of  flour  Delivered  at  Fort  Montj;omoiy  ui-at  Wii^lit 

ct      K    n> 

-  87  -  'J  -  3  »  118  -J  -    6 

1777    for  700  Barrels  of  flour  Delivered  a  Peeks  Kill  at  Snudry  time*  neat 

Weight  -mi-!j-'2j'/IM9-13-    9 

Oct'r  1777    for  i  Barrels  of  flour  being  part  of  tlie  (Jttantity  of  flour  purcliawd  (or 

William  Paulding  and  removed  from  the  Mill  to  King»tou  wIut.-  ii 

Ct        g      11> 
was  Destroyed  by  tlie  Enemy,  neai  Weight  23;       2  -  «  *    31-16  -    • 


for  785  Casks  and  Carting  the  same  to  the  Mill  avura^o.l  at  4 

To  Cash  Lent  you  by  Thos.  Van  Gaasbrek  &  paid  to  him  by  nif 

General  Clinton's  Mess  .it  King's  Biidge 

To  Cash  paid  for  sundries  .as  p'r  his  Acct. 

To  Cash  paid  for  4  lb.  Bohea  Tea  at 

To  Ditto  for  H  lb.  Green  Ditto  at 

To  Ditto  for  24  lb.  Butter  at 


153-00  -    0 
1     IW*:1S:      i 

2:      1« 

IT 
4        -       0 


[Oct    1777] 
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[No.  894.] 

James    Clinton    Congratulates    the   Governor  on  the  Surraidcr  of 

Burgoyne. 

Little  Britain  5  a  Clock  P.  M. 
D'r  Brother,* 

I  Ju6t  Received  Yours  by  the  Bearer  with  the  Agreable  News 
of  Burgoyne's  Captivity  on  which  I  most  Sincerely  Congratulate 
you. 

Nothing  has  hapened  at  this  Post  since  you  left  us  worth 
Notice;  three  small  vessels  past  up  the  River  Last  night  I  En- 
deavour to  keep  the  men  together  and  the  Guards  in  as  good 
Order  as  possible.  Coll.  Woodhull  with  his  Regt.  Guards  the 
Clove  which  I  believe  is  best. 

Inclosed  is  A  Coppy  of  a  Letter  which  I  Received  for  you  after 

the  Express  went  of. 

I  am  Yours  Affectionately 

[To  G.  C]  James  Clinton. 


[No.  895.] 

General  Schuyler  Sends  in  a  Deserter. 

Saratogo  Nov.  Ut  1777. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  James  Hart  who  was  last  Year  an  Ensign  In  the 
Continental  army  and  who  when  the  liritish  &  foreign  troops 
marched  to  Bennington  Joiued  llicm  In  Company  with  Mr.  I'h li- 
ster and  Mr.  Leake,  and  after  the  defeat  Joined  Gen:  Burgoyne 
and  has  Since  returned  to  his  place  of  abode,  what  I  have  written 
above  is  his  own  Confession. 

I  am  Sir  Your  most  Obedient  H'e  Serv 

Phi.  Schuyler. 
To  John  Barclay  Esqr.  Chairman  of  the  Committe  of  Albany. 


'Indorsement  on  back:    5"  Ocfr  1777.    Genl.  J'b  Clinton's  Letter. 
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[No.  S9<;.] 

President  Laurens'  First  Thanksgiving  hoy  I'lovlamation. 

Yorktown   Pciinsilvimin   Isl    Novrmltcr   1777. 

Sir  J 

The  arms  of  the  United  States  of  America  havinti;  Ifctn  birfshil 
in  the  present  Campaign  with  remarkable  snccoss;  ('(tnjjrcsH 
have  Resolved  to  recommend  Ihat  one  day,  Thursday  fh<«  18lh 
December  next,  be  set  apart  to  be  observed  by  all  (he  Inliab 
itants  throughout  these  States  for  a  General  Thiinks^Mx  in;;  to 
Almighty  God.  And  I  have  it  in  command  Id  tiaiismit  to  ymi 
the  enclosed  extract  from  the  minutes  of  Congress  fur  that  pur 
pose. 

Your  Excellency,  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  necessary  nieaH 
ures  for  carrying  the  Resolve  into  effect,  in  the  Stale  in  whith 
you  preside. 

You  will  likewise  find  inclosed,  a  Certified  Copy  of  a  minute 
which  will  shew  your  Excellency  the  Authoriiy  under  \\lii<h  I 
have  the  honour  of  addressing  you. 
.   I  am  with  great  Esteem  &  regard 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obt.  &  most  humble  Servant 

Henry  Laurens,  Presid't  in  Cong'as. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


In  Congress  Nov'r  1,  1777. 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  lucsidenl  and  (hr  l.al 
lots  being  taken 
Mr,  Henry  Laurens  was  elected. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  Seo'y. 


490  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

In  Congress  Nov.  1:  1777. 

Forasmuch  as  it  is  the  indispensible  duty  of  all  men,  to  adore 
the  superintending  providence  of  Almighty  God — to  acknowledge 
with  gratitude  their  obligation  to  him  for  benefits  received,  & 
to  implore  such  further  blessings,  as  they  stand  in  need  of — 
And  it  having  pleased  him  in  his  abundant  mercy,  not  only  to 
continue  to  Us  the  innumerable  bounties  of  his  common  provi- 
dence, but  also  to  smile  upon  Us  in  the  prosecution  of  a  just 
&  necessary  war  for  the  defence  &  establishment  of  our  un- 
alienable rights  &  liberties:  particularly  in  that  he  hath  been 
pleased,  in  so  great  a  measure  to  prosper  the  means  used  for 
the  support  of  our  troops,  &  to  crown  our  arms  with  most  signal 
success; — 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  executive 
powers  of  these  United  States,  to  set  apart  Thursday,  the  18 
day  of  December  next,  for  solemn  thanksgiving  &  praise:  That 
at  one  time,  &  with  one  voice,  the  good  people  may  express  the 
gratefull  feelings  of  their  hearts,  &  consecrate  themselves  to  the 
service  of  their  divine  benefactor,  &  that  together  with  their 
sincere  acknowledgment  &  offerings,  they  may  join  the  penitent 
confession  of  their  manifold  sins,  whereby  they  had  forfeited 
every  favour;  &  their  humble  &  earnest  supplication,  that  it 
may  please  God  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  mercifully 
to  forgive,  &  blot  them  out  of  remembrance.  That  it  may  please 
him,  graciously  to  afford  his  blessing  on  the  governments  of 
these  States  respectively,  &  prosper  the  public  council  of  the 
whole.  To  inspire  our  commanders  both  by  land  &  sea,  &  all 
under  them,  with  that  wisdom  &  fortitude,  which  may  render 
them  fit  instruments  under  the  providence  of  Almighty  God,  to 
secure  for  these  United  States,  the  greatest  of  all  human  bless- 
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ings,  Independance  &  peace.  TLal  k  in..v  pi.  as.-  luiu.  i..  pioh 
per  the  trade  &  manufactures  of  the  people,  &  (he  labor  of  tho 
husbandman,  that  our  land  may  yet  yield  ils  increase.  To  take 
schools  &  seminaries  of  education  so  necessary  for  cultivatiuK 
the  principles  of  true  liberty,  virtue  &  piety,  under  his  nurturing 
hand,  &  to  prosper  the  means  of  religion  for  the  promotion  & 
enlargement  of  that  kingdom,  which  consisteth  in  righteousnesH, 
peace  &  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  that  servile  labor,  &  such  rec- 
reation as  though  at  other  times  innocent  may  be  unbecoming 
the  purpose  of  this  appointment  may  be  omitted  on  so  solemn 
an  occasion. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  Sec'y. 


[No.  897.] 

NEW  YOKK  DEPENDED  UPON  FOR  LEAD. 

Prisoners  of  War  to  Work  the  Mines  If  Ordinary  Workmen  Cannot 

Be  Procured. 

War  Office  Nov'r  lid  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  L5oard  of  War  to  represent  to  you  the 
great  Scarcity  of  Lead  likely  to  ensue  f  10111  the  Waul  of  an 
Importation  of  that  indispensibly  necessary  Article  great  Quan 
titles  whereof  have  been  captured  by  the  Enemy  ou  the  Paa 
sage  hither.  While  America  has  upon  its  Surface  &  in  its  How 
ells  the  Means  of  defending  itself  against  every  Invader  it  is 
32 
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impolitic  as  well  as  dangerous  to  depend  too  much  upon  foreign 
Supplies  which  are  at  best  but  precarious.  It  is  therefore  neces- 
sary to  exert  all  the  Strength  we  can  spare  for  the  Purpose,  in 
procuring  such  articles  among  ourselves  as  are  requisite  for 
the  Prosecution  of  the  ^Var. 

The  State  of  New  York  atlords  great  Prospects  of  valuable 
Lead  Mines*  &  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  with  the  Concur- 
rence of  the  Government  of  the  State  be  pleased  to  employ  at 
Continental  Expence  a  sufficient  Number  of  Persons  to  work  at 
the  Mines  forthwith  as  Nothing  is  more  wanted  at  this  Time 
than  Lead. 

If  Workmen  cannot  otherwise  be  had  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners  will  on  Application  furnish  a  Number  of  Pris- 
oners of  War  for  the  Purpose,  the  Emjjloyment  of  whom  in  this 
Way  is  justifiable  on  every  Principle  of  Retaliation.  Some  al- 
lowance too  should  be  made  them  by  the  Public  to  encourage 
them  the  more  cheerfully  &  industriously  to  perform  the  Service. 
Mr.  Wlsner  some  time  ago  sent  down  a  Number  of  Samples  of 
Ore  the  Essajs  whereupon  I  returned  him  &  pointed  out  that 
which  yielded  the  most  Lead.  He  will  no  Doubt  inform  you 
upon  the  Subject  as  far  as  he  is  acquainted  with  it.  One  Mine 
is  extraordinarily  rich  yielding  a  great  Proportion  of  Lead  iS: 
some  Silver.     The  Board   will  be  hapi»y  to  be  informed  what 

•Explorations  were  made  for  lead  in  Dutchess  County  In  1740.  During  the  first  three 
years  of  the  war,  the  New  York  lead  mines  were  regarded  as  the  main  reliance  for  the 
material  to  manufacture  bullets  for  the  piitriot  cause;  lead  mines  were  found  in 
Albany,  the  present  Columbia,  Dutchess  and  Ulster  Counties.  The  principal  lead  mine 
was  situated  at  Ancram,  now  Columbia  County,  or  as  it  was  sometimes  called  the 
"  Livingston  mine." 

John  McDonald,  a  contractor  of  ability,  was  employed  by  the  state  authorities  to 
work  the  mines  at  and  near  Rochester,  in  Ulster  County.  In  January,  1778,  he  sub- 
mitted a  report  to  Governor  Clinton  In  regard  to  the  progress  that  he  had  already 
made.  On  June  3,  177S,  he  filed  his  final  report,  in  which  he  frankly  staled  that  the 
Rochester  mines  could  not  be  operated  to  the  advantage  of  the  state.  McDonald's  final 
report  will  be  found  under  document  1402,  Vol.  III.— State  Historian. 
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Prospects  you  liavo  ..l"  conii.ljin-  widi  (he  Kosolution  of  ('oii- 

gress  as  soon  as  you  Lave  ])ut  tlie  Matter  in  a  proper  (ruin. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  witli  great  KeHpect 

Your  obed.  Serv't 

Ivichiiid   IV  Ids  Si  .'v. 
His  Excellency  George;  Clinton  Escjr. 


[No.  898.] 

SMUGGLING  FLOUR  TO  THE  E.NEMV. 

Governor  Clinton  Submits  the  Matter  to  the  Cwnmitta-  of  Siif<iy  - 

Asks  for  a  Commaml  in  the  Southern  Army. 

New  Windsor  Gtli  Su\'v  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

I  was  informed  yesterday  by  Colo.  Willett  and  this  hay  by 
Colo.  Ludington  who  has  come  from  his  House  for  the  I'urpoHc 
of  giving  me  the  Information,  That  for  three  Mouths  Past,  vast 
Quantities  of  Flour  have  been  purchased  in  this  State  and  cur- 
ried across  the  Country  to  Norwalk  &  from  thence  transported, 
as  he  has  the  strongest  Reasons  to  believe,  to  Long  Island  for 
the  Use  of  the  Enemy.  Colo.  Ludington  has  been  stationed  in 
West  Chester  County  with  his  Regt.  of  Militia  during  that  Time 
&  from  his  Situation  has  had  an  Opportiiniiv  of  ;,'ainiug  such 
Intelligence  concerning  this  wicked  l*ractice  as  to  convince  him 
of  its  existence  tho  he  has  not  been  able  to  procure  positive 
Evidence  of  the  fact.  He  assures  me  tb.at  many  Mill.s  in  Dutch- 
ess County  are  imployed  by  one  Hclnies  l(»  ^Mind  up  all  the 
Wheat  that  can  be  purchased  for  (his  lousiness  \  the  most  vx 
horbitant  Price  giveu.  That  one  Abui  of  Nmwalk  is  hir«  Part- 
ner &  transacts  the  Pusiuess  there.  Tliat  even  tho  the  FU)ur 
carried  out  of  the  State  was  not  for  the  Enemy  The  Exporta 
tion  from  diiferent  Parts  of  it  is  so  great  as  to  endanger  a 
Famine  in  the  Army  &  Country.     Some  Measur.s  nmsi   there- 
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fore  be  immediatly  taken  to  prevent  this  Evil  and  as  I  am 
not  vested  by  the  Constitution  with  Powers  Competent  for  the 
Purpose  I  have  thought  it  my  Duty  to  mention  it  to  you  that 
you  may  take  such  effectual  steps  as  in  your  Power  to  prevent 
it  or  the  Legislature  if  practicable  convened- for  the  Purpose. 

I  have  ordered  500  Men  out  of  the  two  Regts.  in  the  lower 
End  of  Ulster  &  those  of  the  Upper  End  of  Orange  to  reinforce 
the  Army  in  this  Quarter  &  enable  us  to  erect  the  Necessary 
Works  in  the  Highlands  &  at  the  Chevaux  Defrize  on  which  I 
am  in  hopes  in  few  Days  to  make  a  Beginning.  Our  first  Ob- 
ject in  my  humble  Opinion  is  so  to  reinforce  the  Grand  army  un- 
der Genl.  ^yashington  as  to  enable  him  to  strike  a  decisive  Blow 
in  that  Quarter.  This  is  the  easiest  and  most  effectual  way  to 
retake  &  hold  New  York  every  other  will  prove  in  the  End 
inefectual. 

I  wish  therefore  as  large  a  Proportion  of  the  Northern  Army 
&  of  this  to  be  sent  to  Head  Qu'rs  as  can  be  spared  consistent 
with  the  Safety  of  this  State  but  I  fear  this  will  not  be  the  Case, 
tho  it  is  Genl.  Gates's  Sentiments  as  well  as  mine  &  all  the 
Officers  with  me. 

Genl.  Gates  wishes  me  to  command  that  Part  of  his  Army 
which  he  means  to  detatch  Southward.  He  wrote  me  yesterday 
on  the  Subject  &  with  the  Approbation  of  your  Honorable  Board 
it  woud  give  me  great  Pleasure  to  accept  as  I  am  perswaded  I 
can  be  of  little  or  no  Service  lu  ic  iK:  not  very  happy.  The  Coun- 
cil will  oblidge  me  by  Letting  me  know  what  Place  is  proposed 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  afi  I  woud  wish  to  accoma- 
date  my  Familly  accordingly  who  are  now  scattered  in  dillereut 
Quarters  of  the  Country.  No  news  since  I  last  wrote  you.  I 
am  with  due  Kespect  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[To  Council  of  Safety.]  [G.  C] 
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[No.  899.] 

Generals  Putnam   a/nd  Clinton  Notify   Governor  Trumbull  of   the 
Contraband  Flour  Business. 

New  Windsor  Gth  Nov'r  1777. 
Sir, 

We  have  this  Day  received  Information  that  lar^i'  Qiiaiititii-n 
of  Flour  are  purchased  in  this  State,  transported  to  Norwalk  nml. t 
the  specious  pretence  of  sending  the  same  to  the  Eastward  to 
barter  for  Salt  &  other  Necessaries  but  from  tliencc  sent  acroBH 
the  Sound  on  Long  Island  &  disposed  of  to  the  lOneniy.  If  Hiirh 
Wicked  Practice  does  realy  exist  &  we  have  but  too  good  KeaBon 
to  fear  it  does,  The  Enemy  will  not  only  derive  a  plentifull  supply 
of  an  Article  they  much  need  while  the  very  Exist enee  of  our 
Army  may  be  endangered  for  want  of  Provission.  The  most  ex 
horbitant  Prices  given  for  that  Article  by  the  People  concerned  in 
this  Trade  is  alone  a  Presumptive  Evidence  against  them;  their 
sending  it  from  Poughkeepsie  by  Way  of  Norwalk  for  IJoston, 
Strenghthens  the  Presumption  especially  from  Mills  ^:  Stores  an 
high  up  the  River  as  Poughkeepsie  &  North  of  that. 

We  have  thought  it  our  Duty  to  write  to  the  Council  cf  Safety 
of  this  State  apprizing  them  of  the  Information  Received  by  uh 
that  they  may  in  the  Recess  of  the  Legislature  pursue  such  Meas- 
ures as  may  by  them  be  judged  necessary  to  prevent  Hi.-  Evil  as 
far  as  it  comes  within  their  Jurisdiction  &  have  not  the  U-aal 
Doubt  but  your  Excellency  will  cause  the  most  elTectual  Step«  to 
be  taken  for  defeating  the  Wicked  Trade  in  your  State.  Meesw. 
Helms  late  of  N.  York  &  Abott  of  Norwalk  are  supposed  to  be 
concerned  deeply  in  this  Business.  We  are  with  the  highest  E»- 
teem  &  Respect  Your  Excellency's  uu^i  &.• 


Gov'r  Trumbull. 


1.  Putnanj. 
G.  Clinton. 
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[No.  900.] 
The  Appeal  of  a  Captured  British  Eim(/ii  to  the  Governor. 

Plesant  Valey  November  6tli  1777. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  from  Dr.  Seeley  S't  to  the  9th  Reigt.  is  to  inform 
Your  Excellency  of  the  sad  Calamety  I  labour  under,  from  which 
&  Your  Excellencey's  Humanaty  &  Good  Charecter,  I  hope  Your 
E^xcellency  will  be  pleasd  to  permit  me  to  go  to  New  York  on  my 
Parole,  so  that  I  may  get  some  ease,  for  I  cannot  live  ten  days  in 
the  Condition  I  am  at  preeeut  for  I  can  not  get  Medisons  here.  If 
Your  Excellency  will  Grant  an  unfortunate  Man  this  privelege, 
you  will  lay  him  under  the  gratest  Obligation  that  ever  was  due 
to  A  Noble  Deliverer,  and  I  do  hereby  promise  &  declaar  before 
God  that  I  shall  return  within  Eight  days  or  send  the  Oflicer  You 
Mention  out  on  his  parole;  Your  Excellency's  Spedey  Complyance 
with  my  request  will  be  the  manes  of  Saveing  my  life  and  binding 
me  in  Prayr  for  Your  Excellencey's  Happeynes.  Which  is  the 
Prayr  of  Your  Excellencey's  Most  Obediaut  Humble  Servant. 

William  Adameon,  Ensign. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  901.] 

John  Patterson,  Another  Prisoner  on  Parole,  Asks  Le<ive  to  Go  with 

His  Family  to  New  York  City. 

Manor  of  Livingston  7th  Nov'r  J  777. 
Sir, 

The  very  critical  situation  of  my  private  affairs  obliges  me  to 
solicit  leave  to  go  to  New  Yoik  with  my  family;  with  the  r*'asons 
for  which,  I  have  furnished  my  Brotlier  Mr.  Walter  Liviiigslon 
who  will  deliver  you  this,  and  will  acquaint  you  with  them. 


Public  Paimous  ok  CiKoncn  C\.\\ti,\  r,<i1 

'The  station  you  are  placed  in,  .sir,  (icniauck  ii  of  me  that  I 

should  apply  to  you  in  particular  upon  (IiIh  occaHiou  and  to  re 

queet  that  I  may  have  your  approbation.     It  is  on  the  urgency 

of  my  situation  and  the  reasonablcs  of  my  case  whi(!h  I  found 

this  request,  more  than  any  pretentions  I  can  have  on  any  olln-r 

account.    Persuaded  that  I  stand  in  a  sin<;nl:ir  predicament,  and 

that  nothing  detrimental  to  the  people  over  wlioiu  you  prcHld.-, 

has  ever  appeared  in  my  conduct;  I  have  no  dnuht  of  ol.laining 

your  approbation  of  what  I  requ(st.    Particularly  as  I  am  ct-rtain, 

that  you  will  not  wish  that  the  place  of  my  asylum  should  lonpT 

continue  My  prison,  and  that  from  many  rea^^ons,  and  tlu'  circiini 

stances  of  the  present  time  no  detriment  whateM-r  ran  nvvinv  Ut 

the  cause  you  are  engaged  in,  should  my  reciuest  be  granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

Your  most  obed't  Hble.  Serv't 

.loliii  Patlerson. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  902.] 

John  Morin  Scott  Lays  Down  the  Law  on  Behalf  of  Mr.  Ijiffnts. 

Marble  Town  Nov'r  Ttli  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Leffertse*  I  trouble  You  with  \uti  ('asr. 

When  General  Warner's  Brigade  passed  thro  Kingston  an  0(Hc<t 

in  his  Name  took  from  Mr.  Leffertse,  his  Coach  llorees  of  (Ircat 

Value  for  the  General's  Use,  tho'  lie  oiTercd  the  Odiccr  a  good 

pair  of  waggon  Horses  in  their  Stead.    Mr.  Leflft  rise  sent  his  Clerk 

after  them  but  could  get  only  one  of  them  back.    The  best  of  the 

two  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  Country  is  t^till  detained 


♦Alderman   Jacobus   Lefferts,    ot   New   York   City.    Assistant   Aldcrmaa    Ea«l  Ward. 

1770.    Alderman  East  Ward,  1771  to  1774.— State  Historian. 
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&  all  be  could  get  for  it  was  a  Receipt  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a 
Copy.  Such  wanton  Liberties  with  Men's  property  are  not  to  be 
tolerated — we  have  suffered  too  much  by  Abuses  of  the  like  kind 
committed  by  Troops  of  other  States  passing  thro'  this.  We  are 
contending  in  vain  for  our  Liberty  ag't  British  Tyranny;  if  we 
are  to  be  subject  to  internal  Oppression,  at  least  if  General  War- 
ner wanted  Horses  he  should  have  applied  to  some  proper  Author- 
ity within  this  State  for  a  Supply.  As  General  Warner  may  be  in 
your  Way  I  could  wish,  Sir,  You  would  prevail  on  him  to  send  Mr. 
Leffertse's  Horse  back  to  him  unhurt.  For  whatever  his  political 
Character  may  be,  on  which  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  decide, 
He  and  his  property  are  under  the  protection  of  this  Government. 
Kor  is  Either  of  them  to  be  taken  from  him  by  military  Force. 
I  am  Sir  with  great  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton.  John  Morin  Scott.* 


[No.  903.] 

Governor  Clinton  Solicitous  foi'  the  Comfort  of  Our  Prisoners 

Captured  at  Fort  Montgomery. 

New  Windsor  7th  Nov'r  1777. 
Dear  Colo., 

I  was  in  Hopes  to  have  had  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Fish- 
kill  where  I  arrived  about  an  Hour  after  you  had  left  it.  I  pro- 
pose sending  a  Flagg  to  New  York  with  Necessaries  for  the  Pris- 


•  The  above  letter  is  characteristic  of  John  Morln  Scott,  who  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  and  one  of  the  most  bold  and  aggressive  patriots  of  the  times. 
His  forcible  and  bold  advocacy  of  radical  schemes  against  Great  Britain,  prevented  his 
election  to  the  Continental  Congress  In  1774. 

Ho  was  descended  from  the  Earl  of  Ancrara  of  Scotland,  and  was  born  In  New  York 
In  1730.  He  graduated  from  Yale  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  died  in  New  York 
September  14,  1784.  As  a  member  of  the  New  York  General  Committee  of  1775  he  was 
recognized  as  an  influential  and  resolute  leader.  He  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  and  commanded  a  brigade  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island.  He  acted  as 
Secretary  of  State  of  New   York  from   March   13,   1778,  to  1784,  and  served  two  terms 

In  Congress  from  1780  to  1783.— State  Histobian. 


Public  Papers  of  Geouor  Clinton,  nOo 

oners  taken  at  Fort  Montgoiuei,y  and  wisli  to  s<ii<l  i\um  as  iiujcb 
hard  Money  as  I  can  collect.  I  ninsl  (lirrcforr  Ik  ^jj  you  to  send 
me  By  the  Bearer  Mr.  Connolly  that  taken  from  Taylor  Scm.  Mr. 
Connolly  will  replace  it  in  Paper  Money.     I  am  D'r  Sir, 

Most  Sincerely  your«, 
Colo.  Webb.  Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  904.] 

GENERAL  GATES'  POWERS  ENLARGED. 

Action  and  Resolutions  of  the  Congress  Looking  to  the  Strengthening 
of  the  Defenses  of  the  Hudson  River. 

York  Town  8th  Novem:  1777. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  the  1st  Inst,  to  which  I  be^; 
leave  to  refer. 

My  present  duty  is  to  enclose  Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  5th  for  recovering  &  securing  the  Possession  of  Hud- 
son's River  &  other  matters  contained  in  the  minute. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  regard  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  Serv't 

Henry  Laurens,  Pres'dt  in  Cong. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


In  Congress  Nov'r  H,  1777. 
Resolved, 

That  general  Washington  be  informed  that  it  is  the  earnest  wish 
of  Congress  to  regain  the  possession  of  the  forts  &  pa-sses  of  the 
North  or  Hudson's  river,  &  to  secure  the  communication  thereof; 
&  for  that  purpose,  that  general  Gates  should  remain  in  comniaud 
in  that  quarter  &  that  general  Putnam  be  called  upon  to  join  the 
main  army,  with  such  a  detachment  from  the  army  under  the 
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commaud  of  gt'ucral  Gates  as  gciifial  ^^'aJ^Liugton  may  tliink 
can  be  spared,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  two  thousand  five 
liundred,  inchiding  col.  Morgan's  corps. 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resohition  be  stiit  to  general 
Gates,  &  that  he  be  directed  to  make  a  proper  disposition  of  the 
army  under  his  command  for  reducing  forthwith  the  posts  of  the 
enemy  on  the  North  river;  &  that  he  order  such  of  the  continental 
troops  &  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  are  posted 
on  or  near  the  said  river  to  join  him  for  the  services  aforemen- 
tioned. 

That  general  Gates*  be  impowered  to  apply  to  the  resjiective 
states  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  New- York  &  New  Jer- 
sey for  such  a  iiuiiiber  of  their  militia,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary 
to  maintain  the  i»06ts,  which  he  shall  order  to  be  taken  on  the 
said  liver,  to  the  end  that  his  army  may  be  in  readiness  to  pursue 
such  oi>erations  as  Congress  shall  direct;  &  that  the  said  militia 
be  Inlisted  to  serve  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  next,  unless 
sooner  discharged  by  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chief. 

•Gates'  success  with  the  northern  army  was  in  such  marked  contrast  with  the  ill 
fortunes  that  had  followed  Washington  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  that  the 
enemies  of  the  commander-in-chief  were  given  an  opportunity  to  organize  a  strong 
combination,  which  had  for  its  ultimate  object  tlie  overthrow  of  the  patient  patriot  in 
favor  of  the  marplot  Gates.  This  plot  crystallized  into  what  is  known  in  history  as 
the  Conway  cabal.  Gates  was  unquestionably  concerned  in  It  from  its  inception,  for 
his  subsequent  conduct  was  such  as  to  demonstrate  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
contemptible  business  through  all  its  development, 

lie  had  ignored  Washington,  by  his  failure  to  communicate  to  the  commander-in- 
chief  the  success  of  his  army  after  the  victory  at  Stillwater,  and  his  correspondence 
with  the  notorious  Gen.  Conway,  who  had  habitually  spoken  of  Washington  in  teinis 
of  the  strongest  contempt  dispels  any  doubt  as  to  Gates'  part  and  parcel  and  association 
in  the  whole  business.  Of  course  all  the  malcontents  in  and  out  of  Congress,  and  in 
and  out  of  the  army,  seized  the  opportunity  to  hold  Washington  responsible  for  all  the 
mishaps  and  calamities  that  had  overtaken  the  Amcrii-an  cause,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  eulogized  Gates  and  glorified  him  as  the  future  savior  of  the  country. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  went  out  of  its  way  to  express  dissatisfaction 
with  Washington  when  information  was  brought  that  he  proposed  to  go  into  winter 
quarters  at  Valley  Forge.  The  legislature  forwarded  a  strong  remonstrance  to  Con- 
gress on  the  subject.  To  add  to  the  embarrassments  which  now  seemed  to  con- 
centrate upon  Washington,  a  new  Hoard  of  War  was  created,  of  which  Gates  was 
appointed  president,  and  .Mifllin  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  supposed  to  be  inimical  to 
Washington,  a  member.  Conway,  a  junior  brigadier,  was  promoted  Inspector  General 
over  the  shoulders  of  many  of  his  sftDiors  to  the  rank  of  Major  General. 


Public  rArious  ni'  fJROHfjR  Ciastos.  nd? 

That  general  Wasliin-lon  l,,-  .lin,!,.,!  |u  oid.r  nru'  <.r  iii.,iv  ;,|,|,- 
engineers  to  the  North  river  to  attend  Ih.-  annv  iin.l.r  the  com- 
mand of  general  Gates. 

That  general  Gates  be  imiKuvercd  to  ordci   siidi  n  immlH-r  nf 
gallies,  gunboats,  fire  rafts,  chains,  cassoons  &  (  h.-vaiix  d.-  fri/.r 
to  be  provided,  &  such  fortifications  to  be  erected  for  obstriiclinj; 
&  keeping  possession  of  the  North  river  as  he  sliall  jiid-c  n.-.-s 
sary. 

That  the  governor  &  council  of  the  state  of  New  York  hr  fur 
nished  with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  &  requested  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  active  «fc  judicious  persons  to  assist  general 
Gates  in  obtaining  such  artificers  cV:  materials  fur  accuuiplishiiiK 
these  purposes  as  he  shall  direct;.  &  the  said  committee  are  im- 
powered  to  apply  to  the  several  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New-York  .K:  New  .1.  r 
sey  for  their  assistance,  who  are  requested  to  alVuid  the  sam.', 

The  public  were    not  alert  in   discovering  the  true  purpose  ol  the  c«ba).    Ila  doTO- 

tion  to  the  commander-in-chief  could  not  be  shaken  by  machinations,   uv  - ■-. 

tions    and    conspiracies,    nor    was    the    discerning    eye   of   Washington   (!■ 

majestic  man  accepted  this  crisis  as  he  did  every  one  throughout  his  en'  i 

the  same  equipoise,   dignity,   disinterestedness  and  patriotism. 

His  old  friend,  Patrick  Henry,  at  that  time  Governor  of  Virginia,  apprlsod  him  of 
the  operations  of  the  cabal  in  Washington's  own  home  State,  by  forwarding  to  Wu«h- 
ington  three  anonymous  letters,  one  of  which  contained  these  seutonccs: 

■'  The  northern  army  has  shown  us  what  Americans  are  capable  of  doing  with  a 
General  at  their  head.  The  spirit  of  the  southern  army  is  no  ways  lufurlor  to  tho 
spirit  of  the  northern.  A  Gates,  a  Lee  or  a  Conway  would,  in  a  fi:w  W' ■  '  •■  '•  ■'••r 
them  an  irresistible  body  of  men.    The  last  of  the  above  oincers  has  ai  '^ 

new  office  of  Inspector  General  of  our  army  in  order  to  reform  abuses  but  ;> 

is  only  a  palliative  one." 

In  gratefully  acknowledging  Henry's  kindness,  Washington  wrote:  "  .My  csMtlon  to 
avoid  anything  that  could  injure  the  service  prevented  me  from  communi'  i 

to   a  very  few  of   my  friends,   the   intrigues  of  the   faction   which  I   kn  l 

against  me,    since   it  might  serve  to  publish  our  inti'rual  diHSonslops.   1'  i 

restless  zeal  to  advance  their  views  has  too  clearly  bctiaycd  them,  and  v. 

ment  on  my  part  fruitless.    I  cannot  precisely  mark  the  extent  of  their .1 

appeared  in  general,  that  General  Gates  was  to  be  exalted  on  the  rulu  of  ray  rvpuia* 
tion   and   influence.    This   I   am    autliorized   to  say   from   undeniable   fnclM   In    my   own 
possession,   from  publications  the  commanding  scope  of  which  could  not  ' 
and    from    private   detractions    industriously    circulated.    •    •    •    It    Is   co- 
posed  bore  the  second  part  in  the  cabal;  and  Gen.  Conway  I  know   was  u  •>•  r^ 
and  malignant  partisan;   but  I  have  good   reason   to  believe  that  their  machi 
have  recoiled  most  sensibly  upon  themselves."— State  Historian. 
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bj  furnishing  the  said  committee  with  such  artilicers  &  materials, 
as  they  by  direction  of  general  Gates  shall  apply  for;  &  the  said 
states  are  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  such  a  number  of  men 
as  general  Gates  ;shall  require  to  accomplish  the  important  & 
salutary  purpose  of  maintaining  the  communication  between  the 
Northern  &  Southern  States  by  keeping  possession  of  the  North 
river. 

That  general  Gates  be  authorised  &  directed  to  apply  to  the 
State  of  New  York  &  the  States  eastward  of  North  river  for  such 
aid  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  reduction  of  Ticonderoga 
&  fort  Independence,  if  not  reduced  by  general  Stark,  at  such 
time  as  he  shall  deem  best  adapted  for  that  expedition;  &  that 
the  said  States  be  requested  to  supply  general  Gates  with  such  a 
number  of  their  militia,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses intended: 

That  general  Gates  be  directed  to  take  effectual  care,  that  the 
fortifications  which  shall  be  erected  on  the  North  river  be  not  too 
extensive,  &  that  each  be  compleated  with  a  well,  magazines,  bar- 
racks, bomb  casements  &c  sullicient  for  a  determined  defence. 

That  if  general  Washington,  after  consulting  with  general 
Gates  &  governor  G.  Clinton  shall  be  of  opinion  that  a  reinforce- 
ment exceeding  the  number  above  mentioned  can  be  detached 
to  the  main  army  consistent  with  the  attainment  of  the  objects 
specified  in  the  j)receding  resolutions,  in  such  case  he  be  directed 
to  order  such  further  reinforcements  to  the  main  army  as  may  be 
thought  conducive  to  the  general  welfare,  any  thing  in  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Extract  from   the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  sec'y. 
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In  ConRreBH,  Nov'r  H"  1777. 
Eesolved, 

That  geiaeral  Gates  be  impowerod  to  ordrr  hih  h  .1  mi'i.'n  r  -.f 
gallies,  gunboats,  fire  rafts,  chains,  cassoons,  &  chcvaii.x  dc  frizc 
to  be  provided  &  such  fortifications  to  bo  erected  for  ol»striicting 
&  keeping  possessioB  of  the  North  river,  as  he  shall  Judpc  neces- 
sary: ' 

That  the  governor  &  council  of  the  State  of  New-York  b  •  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  &  requested  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  active  &  judicious  persons  to  assist  general 
Gates  in  obtaining  such  artificers  &  materials  for  accomplishing 
these  purposes  as  he  shall  direct;  &  the  said  committee  are  im- 
powered  to  apply  to  the  several  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York  &  New  Jer- 
sey for  their  assistance  who  are  requested  to  afford  the  same,  by 
furnishing  the  said  committee  with  such  artificers  &  materials 
as  they  by  direction  of  general  Gates  shall  ai»i'ly  f<.i •;  .^  the 
said  States  are  respectively  requested  to  furnish  su<li  a  iuhhImt 
of  men  as  general  Gates  shall  require  to  accomplish  the  important 
&  salutary  purpose  of  maintaining  the  communication  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  States  by  keeping  possession  of  the 
North  river. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  Chas.  Thomson  sec'y. 


[No.  905.] 
Governor  Clinton  Grants  a  Pass  to  Anthony  liuU/ns'  Msfcr  /  fuicr 

Condition. 

Staatsburg  9th  Nov*r  1777. 
Sir, 

I  understand  your  Excellency  is  to  Send  a  tlagg  to  New  York, 
I  would  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  you,  if  you  would  be  kind 
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enough,  to  grant  iiiv  Sister  Mary  Rutgers,  tbe  liberty  of  going 
along  &  return  Avith  tbe  Same. 

My  reason  for  requesting  Ibis  of  you,  is,  becaiise  I  bave  a 
Brother  there,  who  is  not  right  in  his  Senses,  &  was  left  in  tbe 
hands  of  Strangers,  &  Since  my  being  here,  bave  not  been  able 
to  hear  of  him,  I  therefore  want  to  Sent!  her  down  to  See  how 
it  is  with  him,  and  to  provide  biiii  wllb  tbe  necessary  Cloatbing 
for  the  Winter. 

If  it  is  Aggreeable  to  jour  Excellencj',  you'll  lie  kind  enough, 
to  Send  me  her  Permitt  by  the  bearer,  as  also  any  Aggreeable 
news,  you  may  have  from  Generall  Washington's  Army. 
I  am  with  respect  Sir 

Your  Excellency's  Most  llble.  &  Obed'  Serv't, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton.  Anth'o  Rutgers. 


New  Windsor  9th  Nov'r  1777. 
D'r  Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  this  Date.     I  mean  to  send  a 

Flagg  to  N.  York  with  Necessaries  for  our  Prisoners  taken  at 

Fort  Montgomery  the  later  End  of  this  Week  but  the  Time  will 

depend  much  on  the  Return  of  a  Flagg  which  left  this  for  New 

York  yesterday.     I  have  no  Objection  ag't  granting  your  Sister 

a  Permit  to  go  with  tbe  Flagg  other  than  what  arises  from  an 

Apprehension  that  she  may  not  be  suifered  to  go  a  Shore  or  if 

she  does  not  permitted  to  come  out  again;  however  if  you  & 

Miss  Rutgers  will  Risque  this  &  attend  here  or  at  Fishkill  she 

shall  have  a  Passage  &  Permit.     Not  a  A\'ord  of  News.     I  am 

D'r  Sir 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

Capt.  Rutgers.  G.  C. 
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[No.  90(1.] 

Governor  Clinton  Orders  Colonel  Bailetf  to  Join  WaHhinylou'a  Ann;/. 

Head-Quai'lors,  New W'indsdi-,  !illi  Nov'r  1777. 
Sir, 

You  are  to  Mareli  from  lioiuc,  for  floslicn  loinon-ow  .MfMiiiii};. 
and  from  thence,  by  tlie  shorosi  Kout,  to  join  llic  Army.  iind«'r 
the  Command  of  his  Exfollency  Ocnoial  \\'nshin;ilon;  (akiii^; 
great  care  that,  the  Troops  commit  no  disorders,  on  (heir  w;iy. 
nor  distress  the  Inhabitants,  in  any  manner  whalsctovcr.  \Vlifii 
yon  reach  Morristown,  yon  will  send  ofT,  nn  (Uliccr.  In  iufdiiii 
his  Excellency,  of  your  IMarch,  and  llie  Ivoul  yoii  inlcnd  In  lakr. 
Should  you  receiye  any  ceriain  intellij:;ence,  on  yoni-  .M.iii  Ii.  Hint 
the  Enemy  haye  Landed  any  Troops,  in  Jersey,  foi'  iln-  i>ni[M.sr' 
of  reinforceing  Howe's  Army,  you  will  immediately  dispatdi  an 
Express,  to  Head-Quarters,  to  inform  CJenl.  W;isliin;:i<»ii  <»f 
the  same;  and  join  such  of  the  Jersey  Militia,  or  other  Troops, 
as  may  be  collected  to  harrass  the  Enemy's  Kear.  I  have  noth 
ing  further  to  add,  but  to  wish  you  an  agreeable  March,  being 

Sir  Your  Humble  Servant 

[d.  C] 

P.  S.  You  may  assure  the  Troops,  thai  the  didiciiltic^  thoy 
have  met  with,  which  has  hitherto  retarded  their  Manh.  will 
be  removed,  as  soon  as  they  reach  Head-Quarters. 
Colo.  Bailey. 


[No.  907.] 

James  Duane  Sends  Rumms  as  to  the  Opcratious  of  thr  Em-my  in 

tlie  Delaware  River. 

York  Toun  Pensyl.  10"  Nov.  ITTT. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  yesterday  .^-  have  noihing  to  add 
but  that  a  Report  prevails  here  that  the  Enemy  made  another 
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attack  on  the  Forts  in  the  Delaware  last  Wednesday  and  were 
again  repulsed  with  Loss.  I  hope  to  be  able  soon  to  send  you  the 
particulars  of  what  you  be  assurd,  if  true,  is  a  truly  favourable 
&  critical  Event,  &  beyond  my  Expectation. 

I  am  with  very  great  Resi)ect  Sir  your  Excellency's  most  Obedi- 
ent &  very  hum'e  Servant 

Jas.  Duane. 

P.  S.  Be  pleased  to  forward  the  enclos'd  to  General  Schuyler 
by  a  safe  opportunity. 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  908.] 

COLONEL  WEBB  SENDS  CHEERING  NEWS. 

Deserters  Report  Only  3,000  Troops  in  Neiv  York  City — Parsons' 

Raid  into  Westchester — Its  Good  Effect. 

Quarters  in  Kingstreet  10th  Nov'r  1777. 
Dear  Governor, 

Your  favor*  of  the  7th  by  Lieut.  Conolly  is  just  handed  me, 
by  him  I  shall  forward  the  Money  you  request,  Viz  1  half  Jo.  9 
Guineas  100  Dollars  which  I  should  have  left  at  Fish-kill  for 
you  but  that  General  Putnam  told  me,  we  should  have  the 
pleasure  of  your  Company  with  us  this  way.  We  yet  live  in 
hopes  you  will  join  us,  as  your  presence  may  be  of  great 
service  to  the  Inhabitants  of  West-Chester  County.  Yesterday 
the  Army  moved  down  two  miles  below  Wards  to  cover  a  For- 
ageing  party  which  brought  off  considerable  quantity  of  Wheat 
and  Hay.  We  have  had  upwards  of  Twenty  Deserters  from 
the  Enemy  since  at  this  jjlace— all  Green  Coats  but  two  Hes- 
sians; they  all  agree  that  the  Enemy's  Strength  on  York  Island 

*See  page  604. 
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and  its  Dependences  does  nui  txc  e.'d  :{,0()(),  ui-l-  \u  ^rral  fmr 
of  the  Rebels  makeiug  jin  Attack  on  llu-ir  PostH  ihc  Inliahit- 
ants  moveing  most  of  their  valnahlo  ofTecIs  on  board  th.-  Ship- 
ing,— exerting  themselves  to  form  a  P.attallion  of  il...  lulialiit- 
ants  to  do  City  duty— a  report  prevailed  ye«lerday  Dial  ilic 
Enemy  were  makeing  preparations  to  ovacnato  Fori  Indcpi-nd 
ance;  how  true  this  is  I  am  unable  to  say. 

General ,  Parsons' *  late  excursion  into  ^Vest-Cheeter  and  take- 
ing  a  body  of  the  Tory's  Cow  stealers  &c.  has  had  very  liaj.py 
effects;— the  day  following  Delancy's  Corps  of  Light  Horse,— 
and  other  Tory's  resideing  near  Delancy's  Jlills  disbanded  them- 
selves and  fled  to  Long  Island; — had  we  a  snllieient  force  great 
advantages  might  now  be  taken  and  many  of  onr  friends  re- 
leased from  their  cruel  imprisonment.  We  anxiously  wait  lo 
hear  from  General  Washington  expecting  something  of  the  great- 
est importance  from  that  quarter.    Be  pleased  to  make  my  com- 

*  General  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  was  the  son  of  the  Reverend  Jonathan  Paraoni,  aa 
Influential  minister,  and  was  born  in  1737;  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1755.  He  sat  In 
the  State  Assembly  of  Connecticut  for  eighteen  sessions,  and  created  the  plan  of  form- 
ing the  first  Congress,  which  opened  the  way  for  the  Continental  Congress.  He  gave 
much  time  to  the  study  of  military  affairs,  and  April  26,  1775,  he  was  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  stationed  at  Roxbury,  Mass.  Here  he  remained  until  the 
British  evacuated  Boston,  when  he  was  ordered  to  New  York.  He  was  with  Etli*n 
Allen  in  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  and  many  of  his  admirers  give  him  full  credit  (or 
originating  the  idea  for  this  brilliant  feat,  and  for  carrying  It  out.  He  partlcipaifd  In 
the  Battle  of  Long  Island,  was  commissioned  a  Brigadier  General  for  gallant  service, 
commanded  his  brigade  at  Harlem  Heights  and  White  Plains,  and  was  subsequently 
stationed  at  Peekskill  to  protect  that  important  post  on  the  Hudson  River. 

While  in  command  at  New  London,  he  planned  the  expedition  to  Sag  llaibor.  lie  vrM 
in  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  Highlands  in  177S-73,  when  were  constructed  the 
works  at  West  Point.  He  sat  as  a  member  of  the  board  that  tried  the  unfortunate 
Andre,  and  the  same  year  was  commissioned  as  Major  General. 

From  beginning  to  end  he  held  the  absolute  confidence  of  Washington.  When  hot- 
tillties  ceased,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  la  17S5  waa 
appointed  by  Congress  a  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Miami  Indians.  In  HSS.  Waah- 
Ington  appointed  him  the  first  judge  of  the  northwest  territory,  whore  he  became  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Ohio  Company,  and  assisted  In  organizing  the  ucftirrii-::'.  ot 
Marietta.    After  the  war  he  was  accused  of  maintaining  a  treasonable  '■  • 

with  the  British  generals,  but  time  has  amply  vindicated  him  of  this  gra^  ■ 
State  Historian. 
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pliments  to  the  GoBtleman  of  my  acquaintance  with  yon,  &  he 

assured  that  I  am  with  great  Esteem,  Affectionately  Yours 

Sani'l  B.  Webb. 
His  Excelle'v  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  909.] 
General  Putnam  Si<gi/€sts  Reciprocity  to  the  British  General  Jones. 

Head  Quarters — 11th  Nov.  1777. 

Sir,  Yours  of  the  4th  Inst.  I  have  this  morning  Ke'd,  and  in 
answer  to  which  I  shall  Permit  the  two  Familys  (mentioned  in 
yours)  with  their  Effects  to  Pass  to  N.  York  &  must  beg  you'l 
grant  the  same  Indulgence  to  they  Families  of  Captain  Thomas 
Mitchal  on  Long  Island  &  Mr.  Dennis  McGuie  at  Turtle  Bay. 

Its  my  Intentions  to  send  Immediately  to  N.  York  they  Fam- 
ilies of  all  those  Persons  who  are  now  with  you,  but  Permission 
Cannot  be  granted  for  them  to  bring  in  their  Effects,  unless 
you'l  Permit  such  families  with  their  Effects  to  Return  from  N. 
York  as  shall  in  future  make  applications  for  that  Purpose.     I 

am  Sir  Your  Hble.  Se't 

Israel  Putnam,   M.  G. 

To  M.  General  Jones  Commanding  at  N:  York. 

(Copy) 

[No.  910.] 

Action  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  the  Matter  of  John  Patterson. 

In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  Slate  of  New  York 

^fnrlilc  Town  November  12th  1777. 
Walter  Livingston,  Esquire,  informed  the  Council  that  John 
Patterson,  Esqr.,*  late    l)cj)uty  <;ol lector    of  Philadel|)hia  and 

•See  pages  530,  536  and  550. 
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now  a  Prisoner  on  Iur  Pnrolo  in  (Ik.  in.-iiiMi-  ,,f  l.i\  in-sinn.  re- 
quests permission  to  go  to  r.ro;,!  UrilMJi.  |,.  inmsan  his  privafo 
business  on  his  Parole;  not  (o  liivc  :.ny  i.ifonimti.m  tli:it  may 
be  prejudicial  to,  and  not  1o  Inke  anus  against  (1...  T'nit.Ml 
States  during  the  present  War;  and  to  surrender  liiniM'lf  again 
whenever  required  by  the  Exeeutive  IV.wcr  of  il,is  Slat...  Mr. 
Livingston  also  informed  the  Conn,  il  ,,r  M,-.  I';iii,.|suns  particu- 
lar reasons  for  making  this  Request.  Tlie  same  I.<-iiig  (ak.-n  im., 
Consideration, 

Resolved,  that  John  Patterson,  Esqr.,  be  not  i)erniitted  to  re- 
pair to  Great  Britain  upon  the  Terms  projioscd  l.v  him. 

Resolved  notwithstanding,  that  this  Couneil  do  consent  that 

the  said  John  Patterson  be  exchanged  for  Major Hatfield, 

Captain  Abraham  Van  Dyck,  William  Millar  of  Westchester 
County,  Garret  Van  Wagenen  and  Wynant  Van  Zandt  of  the  City 
of  New  York  or  either  of  them  now  in  the  Power  of  the  Enemy. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  John  Patterson  be  permitted  to  write 
to  his  friends  in  New  York  to  procure  an  Exchange;  and  trans- 
mit his  letters  to  this  Council  to  be  forwarded  to  New  Yurk  by 
a  Flag. 

Resolved,  that  if  such  Exchange  can  be  clTcctcd  that  the  said 

John  Patterson  be  permitted  to  take  with  hiui,  his  Family,  (male 

Servants  excepted)  and  Effects. 

A  True  Extract  from  the  ruinutes. 

^^'allt'^  bivinirston. 


[No.  Oil.] 
An  Interesting  Letter  from  Colonel  Ihnjhen. 

Whitejilains.   i:;ih  X<i\"lir  1777. 
My  dear  Govemour,  On  my  Ketutii  frdin  Tanyidwn  this  Morn- 
ing, Capt.  Buchanan  sent  me  word  that  a  Schooner  Galley  hove 
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in  Sight  after  I  came  away,  and  \vas  standing:  up,  which,  if 
continued,  may  effect  us  very  considerably,  in  more  ways  tlian 
one.  The  Express  tliat  caries  this  to  your  ExceUency,  is 
charg'd  with  Orders  to  Major  Keese,  net  to  seud  off  any  Thing 
more  till  he  hears  that  she  is  gone  down  again.  I  imagine  that 
some  of  those  curs'd  Traytors  about  Tarry  town  have  given  In- 
telligence that  our  Stores  are  coming  down. 

The  General  is  about  six  Miles  from  here.  I  sloppd  to  give 
you  the  earliest  Intelligence,  and  shall,  as  soon  as  this  is  clos'd, 
acquaint  his  Honour  with  the  Affair. 

Headqrs.  are  at  the  Widow  Knaps,  in  North  street;  General 
Parsons,  at  Horseneck  and  General  Warner  at  Capt.  GriflSn's, 
where  Mr.  Howe  kept  his  Quarters  last  Campaign. 

About  50  Deserters  have  come  in  since  General  Parsons  has 
been  down,  and  continue  coming  every  Night.  A  Serjeants 
Guard  &  a  Cook  came  oti  last  Sunday. 

They  nearly  all  agree  that  the  Enemy  have  about  .'i,000  Men.* 

Jt  is  said  their  Light  horse  are  disbanded.  The  Night  before 
last  our  People  took  a  militia  Capt.  on  Frogs-Neck,  kill'd  one  & 
took  4  Privates. 

John  Delancey  is  cutting  down  General  Morris's  fine  woods,  & 
selling  it  at  5  or  G  L  P  Cord.  He  and  his  Brother  James  are  the 
two  greatest  Cow  Jockeys  in  his  Majesty's  Service. 

I  hope  the  General  &  your  Excellency  are  both  pleas'd  with 
your  Saddles  &  Bridles  &c.     I  am  Dear  Governour,  Your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient 
II,  H.  Hughefi.t 

His  Excellency  Govcrnoiir  (Minion. 


*See  table  od  opposite  page. 

t Colonel  Hugh  Hughes  was  of  Welsh  extrnctlon.  He  was  a  teacher  before  the  war. 
Jn  the  French  Church  Consistory  rooms  in  Nassau  Street,  New  York.  As  a  quarter- 
master he  proved  to  be  one  of  the  moat  eCDclent  In  the  army.  He  died  In  1802  aged 
Beventy-flve  years.— State  Historian. 
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GEORGE  CLINTON  WKITKS  TO  GENKHAL  GATES 

Criticises  the  Conduct  of  Sir  Henry  GUn(<))i\s  Tn^ops — Exchamjc  of 

Prisoners. 

New  Wiudbor  i:uh  JSo\  r  1777. 

Dear  Sir,  Inclosed  you  have  the  K<,'port  iiia(h'  to  me  li\  (dlo. 
H.  B.  Livingston*  on  the  Commission  with  which  he  wa.s  charj^L-d 
by  you  to  Lieut.  Genl.  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  1  fancey  with  the 
Colo,  that  my  Name  Sake  found  himself  incapable  of  Justifying 
on  any  Sound  Principle  the  Villanies  committed  l»y  (h<-  Troopa 
under  his  Command  «&  therefore  has  evaded  answerinj;  your 
Letter.  In  this  at  least  he  has  discovered  a  Degree  of  I'ru 
dence  beyond  Mr.  Burgoine  who  seemed  pleased  with  those 
Literarry  Productions  which  now  add  to  his  Confussion. 

Major  Van  Beuren  who  was  charged  with  your  hist  Fhigg  to 
N.  York  called  upon  me  on  his  Way  down.  I  found  tlinv  were 
four  Persons  on  Board  who  were  Inhabitants  of  this  State  & 
did  not  immediatly  belong  to  the  Military  Line.  These  People 
informed  me  that  they  had  your  Passes  whi.  h  ilicy  lia.l  pro- 
cured through  the  earnest  Sollicilalion  .V  Impniiuuity  of  the 
Committee  of  Albany  who  I  am  pciswadrd  must  liave  l.oon 
uninformed  of  the  Conduct  of  llu*  Enemy  with  Kcspvet  to  our 
Friends  who  are  in  their  Power,  not  one  of  whom  are  sulTered 
to  come  out  of  the  City  without  by  E.xchange  for  a  P.is..n  of 
equal  Rank  &  Importance  in  Life,  &  even  thru  lli.y  air  not 
suffered  to  bring  any  Part  of  ih.-ir  ElVe.ts  with  th.-ui  Un  by 
Exchange  for  equal  Value.  This  h.-iug  Ih.-  ('aso  .^  pn.wach-tl 
that  your  only  Motive  was  to  obli<lge  thr  Couiniiii.r  ^:  s.-rve 
the  State,  I  took  the  Liberty  to  put  th.-  f.-ur  M.u  ou  ran.h. 
Exchangeable  for  so  many  of  our  Friends  in  the  Ciiy  .V:  then 

•Not  found. 
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sufifcrcd  tliem  to  pass  on  ^vitll  tlu-ir  Familly  &  EtTocts.  Tbt^y 
were  perfectly  pleased  with  the  Measure,  declared  lliey  thouj^bt 
it  Reasonable  &  I  trust  it  will  for  tbe  above  Reasons  meet  your 
Approbation. 

We  have  no  late  News  from  tbe  grand  army.  Tbe  Reinforce- 
ment intended  for  Tlowe  sailed  from  N.  York  Wensday  a  Week 
ago  as  p'r  N.  York  Grazettee.  The  People  of  New  York  are  very 
Apprehensive  of  an  Attack.  Deserters  from  their  Troops  at 
the  Bridge  daily  coming  in  to  Genl.  Parsons  who  is  at  or  near 
White  Plains  with  this  Brigade.  With  particular  Esteem  I  am 
D'r  Sir  Your  Affectionate  Huinltle  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

[To  Gen.  Gates.] 


[No.  913.] 

George  Clinton  Turns  Two  Militai-y  Pi^oners  Over  to  the  Civil 

Authorities. 
Newmarlbourgh  November  ye  13  1777. 
Sir,  I  understand  by  Capt.  Case  that  all  my  Neighbours  is  Dis- 
charged from  the  Guard  house  on  Condition  of  giveing  Security 
for  their  future  Good  Behaviour  Except  John  Polhalmes  &  Isaao 
Cropsie,  and  altho  I  allow  they  have  been  bad,  I  Could  wish  for 
their  familys  Sake  they  might  be  Indulged  with  the  Same  Privi- 
ledge;  as  I  think  what  they  have  Sufferd  is  Pritty  well  for  their 
past  Conduct;  So  if  it  Should  please  your  Excellency  to  Grant 
the  favour  to  them  I  Shall  take  Care  to  their  Giveing  Security  and 
their  future  Conduct.    I  am  Sir  your  most  obcdiant  Humble  Ser't 

Lewis  Dubois,  Major. 
To  his  Exelleiicy  Geoge  Clinton  Eecj. 


Public  I'ai'kus  ok  (ii;(»k«;i;  ('i.imi.n.  Till) 

lN«.v.  ir..  1777. J 
Sir,  In  Consequence  of  your  I^llcr  of  YcHUrdiiy  1  bavt-  ilii 
missed  C.  &  P.  from  the  Care  of  the  Guard  here  &  deli  vend  I  hem 
over  to  Mr.  Edwards  Chairman  of  your  Committe  lo  he  d<'ttlt  with 
by  the  Civil  Authority  according  to  their  Defiertfl;  as  a  Military 
Officer  you  confined  them;  they  are  released  at  3-our  K<'(iut'Ht  & 
you  must  for  their  future  Conduct,  &  for  (he  Conseqycnce  of  look- 
ing over  the  past  if  any  Injurry  shoud  arise  to  the  public  by  their 
passing  unpunished  shoud  this  be  the  Case.    I  am  vouih  &c. 

[(}.  C] 
[To  Maj.  Lewis  Dubois.] 


[No.  914.] 

Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston  Recommends  a  List  of  Offirirs  \n  Hit 

Regiment  for  Promotion  to  George  Clinton. 

Sir,  From  the  Singular  merit  of  the  Within  Named  Gentlemen 

I  have  Apointed  them  to  do  the  duty  anexd  to  the  Officers  ^set 

Opposite  their  Names  untill  your  Excellencies  Pleasure  ahould 

be  known: 

Theodorus  V'n  Wyck  Graham,  Isaac  V'n  Hook— a  Volunlier, 
Samuel  Talmage:  Apointed  to  do  the  duty  of  Ensigu*^  Ist  October 

1777; 

1  Silas  Gray,  2  Peter  Elsworth,  3  George  Smith,  -l  Sylveuus 
Conkling,  Apointed  to  act  as  1st  Lieutenants. 

1  Gilbert  Strang,  2  James  Barret,  3  Josipi.  FrUock,   I  John 
Punderson,  Apointed  to  Act  as  2d  Lieuts. 

Vacancies  in  the  4th  N.  York  Regiment. 

One  Captain— William  Jackson  Resigned; 

Two  first  Lieuts.  Resigned:    William  Hav.ne.  Kdward  Couk- 

ling; 
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Two  first  IJeuts.  never  Joined:  Edward  Dunsconib,  Joliu  \'n 
Antwarpt; 

four  Second  Lients.  Becommended  to  Promotion:  Silas  Gray, 
Peter  Elsworth,  George  Smith,  Sylvenus  Conkling; 

One  Second  Lieut.  Resign'd:  Cornelious  Becker; 

One  Ensign  Promoted  in  the  Artiliry:   Caleb  Brewster;' 

One  Ensign  Broke  bv  Court  Martial,  for  Embazlemont  of  Pub- 
lic Money:    Vizt.  Simon  Cregicr; 

4  Ensigns   Recommended   to   Promotion   as   above  mentioned. 

Two  Do    not  Recommended 

Your  Excellencies  Recommendation  of  the  above  to  the  Board 
of  War  for  Commissions  will  much  Oblige  me. 

Mr.  John  Franks  has  Served  by  inj'  Appointmmt  as  Pay  Master 
to  my  Regiment  from  the  9th  of  April  1777  and  has  Executed  this 
important  Troust  with  fidility  and  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  OflB- 
cers  of  the  Regiment,  The  Person  appointed  by  Convention  never 
having  joined  the  Regt.  Your  Excellency  would  much  Oblige  me 
if  you  would  recommend  him  to  a  Commission  of  the  Date  of  his 
Appointment.  I  am  Sir  with  Respect  and  Esteem  Your  Excel- 
lencies Most  Obed't  Servant  ' 

Henry  B.  Livingston  4th  N.  Y.  R<gt. 
Fishkills  Nov'r  14th  1777. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  915.] 
Colonel   Budlam    Reports    that   His    Troops   Are    in    a   Destitute 

Condition. 

Goshen,  November  15th  1777. 
Dear  General,   I  Would  Beg  Leave  to  inform  Your  Excellency 
of  my  Situation;  Colonel  Bailey  Who  Commauds  General  Laruod'a 
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Brigade  March'd  from  This  Place  Yesterday  and  Left  me  !{•  liind 
with  273  Men  including  officers  Which  are  Chiefly  Bare  Footed,  lu 
Deed,  almost  Naked.  I  have  Since  Coloml  Bailey  Marched,  Taken 
up  Several  Rooms  in  order  [to]  C\ne  a  CoiiHidcrald*'  I'ari  of  Mj 
Detachment  Which  are  KotU'ii  Willi  Ww  luli;  if  I  Could  onlj 
Geet  Shoes  for  the  Men  I  Could  March  on,  1  Sliould  be  Very 
Glad  if  Your  Excellency  Would  Put  me  in  a  Way  to  Geet  Tliintii 
Necessary  So  that  I  Can  March  on  With  my  DetacLmciit;  our  Pay 
Masters  Had  orders  to  Breng  Clothing  and  Money  for  there  Sev- 
eral Regts.  and  Follow  on  as  Fast  as  Possible; — if  our  Pay  MaH- 
ters  Should  not  Come  this  W\^y  I  Cannot  Tell  Wliat  I  Shall  Dow 
With  the  Men.  I  Expect  thay  Have  Passed  by  us  before  this  Time 
as  they  have  ben  Expected  for  Some  Days  Past.  I  have  St-nt  the 
Bearer,  Lieut.  Molten  for  Your  order  it  May  be  Best  for  him  to 
tarry  at  New  Windsor  a  Few  Days  and  Look  out  for  our  Pay 
Master  Who  I  Expect  Will  Come  Down  the  River  in  Botes.  Dear 
General,  I  am  With  the  Greatest  Esteem  and  Due  Respect  Your 

Most  obediant  Humble  Servent 

Ezra  Badlain  Lt.  «Jniu. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  916.] 

John  Jay  Makes  a  Requisition  for  a  Stove,  and  Reports  His  'Room 

Has  No  Chimney.^'' 

Fish  Kill  15  Nov'r  ITH. 
Dear  Sir,  The  enclosed  Letter  to  Maj'r  Tappen  re«*pect8  \\iv  ar- 
rival of  some  Road  Iron  at  Chester,  of  which  Coll.  Ogden  in  a 
Letter  of  ye  25  Ult.  &  which  I  this  moment  rec'd  desired  me  to 
inform  him.  As  I  am  ignorant  of  Mr.  Tappen's  present  Residence. 
I  take  the  Liberty  of  committing  it  to  your  Excellenoy'a  Care. 
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Before  the  late  alarm  I  wrote  to  Coll.  Ogden  for  a  Stove  &  pipe, 
&  desired  him  to  consign  them  to  the  Care  of  Capt.  Bedlow  at 
New  Windsor.  I  am  told  he  has  moved  further  into  the  Country, 
&  I  know  of  no  Person  there,  whom  I  can  take  the  Liberty  of 
Troubling  with  this  little  Commission,  except  your  Excellency. 
Will  you  be  so  kind  therefore  as  to  give  it  Storage,  &  on  its  arrival 
send  me  a  Line.  The  Room  in  which  I  purpose  to  spend  the 
Winter  has  no  Chimney — so  that  this  matter  is  of  some  little 
Importance  to  me.  Be  pleased  to  present  my  Compliments  to  Mrs. 
Clinton.    I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obed't  Serv't 

John  Jay. 

P.  S.  Should  Your  Excellency  be  called  from  New  Windsor 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Stove,  be  pleased  to  leave  Directions  for 
its  being  received. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  917.] 
George  Clinton  Denies  a  Request  from  John  Bard. 

Hyde  Park  Nov.  16  1777. 
Sir,  My  Daughter  arivd  licre  a  few  days  ago  in  a  flag  of  Tnice 
from  New  York,  by  whome  I  received  a  re<iuest  from  my  i<on.  If 
it  could  be  j>enuitted,  to  s<'nd  liiiii  Six  barrels  of  flower  and  four 
barrels  of  ai»ples,  if  your  Excellenry  from  the  juivate  station  my 
son  is  placed  in  there,  thinks  it  not  Improper;  I  should  be  glad  to 
Indulge  him  in  this  request,  and  should  be  obliged  to  your  Excel- 
lency to  let  me  know  your  pleasure  by  the  return  of  this  mes- 
senger. I  am  w'h  the  greatest  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  Humbl'  Serv't  'Tohn  Bard. 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  riinton  at  his  house  In  New  Wind- 
sor. 


Public  PArious  of  (iioounio  rr,iNix)N.  .VJ.'l 

l'(>ii;:lik('«-|»si<'  isili  Ndv'r  1777. 
Sir,  I  am  tliis  Mdinciil  favcnirtd  w  i(  li  \  uiiis  <if  tin*  HUh  IiiKlant; 
believe  me  Sir  11  will  al\v;iys  ^ivc  lie  i,Mv:it  IMi'a<<tiri'  to  oIjIIiIkj*  vou 
or  any  of  A'our  fjuiiilly  wliciicMr  1  sliall  In- altlc  in  du  it  ronslHtont 
witli  my  Duty.  In  the  lu'cscnl  inslaini-  1  cMiiiittl;  it  not  heiiif;  in 
my  Power  to  give  Permission  f(tr  Ihc  si  iidin;,'  tlir  ji  ast  .\rtirl«'  of 
Provision  to  the  City  except  snrli  as  may  1m'  U>v  iln-  I'sf  of  onr 
Prisoners  there.  This  being  the  Case  T  am  sure  I  ihmmI  makf  no 
other  Appoligy  to  you  for  not  complyiui;  willi  your  K(M|u<-st.  I 
am  with  high  Esteem  your  ]\rosl  Olx d'l  Scrv't 
[To  John  Bard.]  [<'.  C] 


[No.  OlS.] 

MAJOR  FELL'S  IMPORTANT  .MISSION. 

Detailed  to  Convey  Supplies  to  Amrnran  Prisoners  in  \nr  York. 

[November  l'".,  1777] 
Sir,  Yon  are  to  proceed  in  (ln'  Sloop  Cornelia,  to  N<-\v  Vnrk 
with]  a  Flag,  willi  the  Cloatliing.  ;M(»iMy,  and  oilier  n<'cossnri«'fl. 
delivered  to  you  for  Ihe  use  of  llio  Trisoncrs  lak<-n  at  I'mts  Mont- 
gomery, and  Clinton,  useing  every  means  in  yonr  pow.r,  for  the 
safe  delivery  of  the  same  to  tlu-  Persons,  to  whom  tlioy  are  di- 
rected. If  contrary  to  expectation  you  shoiild  be  stopprd.  by  any 
of  the  Ships  of  War,  between  this  and  New-York,  and  no!  sufTi-n-d 
to  proceed  further  you  will  in  that  case,  write  a  1.^-ltcr  to  hiR 
Excellency  Lt.  Genl.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  informing  him.  of  yonr 
arrival,  detention,  and  business,  who.  I  hav.-  no  doubt  from  his 
Letter  to  me  of  the  11"  Instant,  will  give  snrh  Orders,  as  will 
enable  you  to  have  the  several  Articles  you  have  in  rhargo  punr- 
tually  delivered.  At  the  same  tinn-  you  write  to  Sir  Ibnry.  it 
may  not  be  improper,  to  write  to  Mr.  L-wis  Pintaid,  ((V.n.mis- 
sary  for  supplying  our  Prisoners,  in  New-York  with  necessaries) 
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informing  him  of  your  business,  and  suggest  the  propriety,  of  his 
attending  to  receive  the  sevenil  Articles,  which  you  have  in 
charge.  And  you  will  be  careful  to  take  a  Receipt  for  the  same, 
from  whatever  Person,  may  be  appointed  to  receive  them.  I 
cannot  entei-tain  a  doubt,  that,  as  you  have  a  Father,  who  is  a 
Prisoner  in  the  City,  but  you  will  (on  proper  application)  be  in- 
dulged with  the  favour  of  seeing  him. 

Major  Peter  Fell  &  Mr.  John  Graham  have  Permission  to  pass 
to  the  City  of  New  York  under  the  Sanction  of  a  Flagg,  on  Board 
of  the  Sloop  with  the  Persons  mentioned*  in  the  Margin  to  navi- 
gate the  said  Sloop  with  Cloathing  and  other  Necessaries  for  the 
Use  of  the  Prisoners  taken  at  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery  & 
to  return  here  again  unmoUested.  Given  under  my  Hand  at 
New  Windsor  the  Sixteenth  Day  of  November  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Seventy  seven. 
Geo.  Clinton  B.  Genl.  in  the  Contiu'l  Army 

&  Gov.  of  the  State  of  N.  York. 
To  all  Concerned. 


[No.  010.] 
Alexander  Robertson  Exchanged  for  John  Dennis. 

New  York,  Nov'r  16,  1777. 
D'r  Alex'r,  I  have  this  Day  wrote  to  Gen.  Putnam  concerning 
your  Exchange  which  I  hope  he  will  have  no  objections  to — the 
person  the  General  proposes  to  have  in  Exchange  is  John  Dennisf 
of  New  Brunswick  which  will  be  granted. 

I  beg  you  will  be  as  expeditious  as  possible  in  coming  if  you  arc 
I>ermitted,  that  you  may  embark  for  Scotland  before  the  Winter 
sets  in.     Your  friends  in  Edin'r  are  well,  except  your  Father  who 


•Names  not  found  on  margin.— State  HI8TORIA^f. 
f  See  page  6^. 
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is  much  distressed  on  your  acco't  and  wantB  you  lioim-.  I  Hhoiild 
have  sent  you  up  gome  shirts,  &c.  but  ho[)e  you  will  soon  Im-  h.r.-. 
I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  get  you  excliaiiged,  and 
to  alleviate  the  Distress  of  your  Father,  so  that  if  it  do^-n  not 
take  place  I  have  the  pleasing  reflection  of  having  di)ne  my  Duty 
and  I  hope  God  will  enable  you  to  bear  your  alliictionH  with 
fortitude.  I  am,  D'r  Alex'r  your  affectionate  Brother  &  humbU* 
Servant 
Mr.  Alex'r  Robertson.  James  Kobertson. 


[Indorsement  on  back.] 

Hon'd  Sir,  The  Committee  have  not  the  least  objection  (o  .Mr. 
Robertson  being  sent  down  in  exchange  for  the  Person  within 
mentioned.     By  order  Mat:  Visscher  Sec'y. 
The  Honble.  Genl.  Gates. 

Head  Qrs.  Albany  Nov'r  L*Gth  1777, 

The  Bearer  Alexander  Robertson,  has  permission  from  the 
Honble.  Major  General  Gates,  to  pass  in  The  Flag  of  Truce 
Sloop,  to  New  York  to  be  Exchanged  for  Mr.  John  Dennis  of  Ni  w 
Brunswick.    By  The  General's  Command.    Isaac  Pierce  St'crel'jr. 


[No.  920.] 
ALBANY  MENTIONED  AS  THE  CAl'lTAL. 

TJw  Cmndl  to  Talce  Measures  to  Prevent  iShii>vunl  uj  Flour  to  tlu 

Enemy. 
In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York 

•Marble  Town  Nov'r  7th  1777. 
Sir,  This  acknowledges  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency '«  U-itcr 
of  yesterday;  in  Answer  to  which  1  am  directed  to  inform  your 

under    the   date   oi   November   1<,    1<77,    insttaa    oi 
anomalous  positioii.-STATH  Historian. 
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Excelleucv,  that  we  shall  iiumedialely  take  the  necessary  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  present  unlimited 
Transportation  of  Flour  out  of  this  State,  and  direct  an  Enquii7 
to  be  made  respecting  Mr.  Helmns  and  his  accomplices. 

We  should  have  been  happy  had  your  Excellency's  Letter  been 
more  explicil,  with  respect  to  the  Destination  of  the  Detachment 
of  the  Army,  you  wish  to  command.  ^Ye  are  therefore  under  the 
Necessity  of  leaving  the  Matter  discretionary  with  your  Excel- 
lency. And  tho'  we  concur  with  your  Excellency  with  Respect 
to  an  Expedition  to  New  York  in  the  first  Instance;  yet  should  it 
be  determined  upon,  we  would  chuse  for  the  most  obvious  Rea- 
sons that  your  Excellency  should  have  a  Command  in  that  Under- 
taking. 

We  have  not  yet  fixed  either  the  Time  or  Place  of  the  Meeting 

of  the  legislature;  tho'  imagine  they  will  be  obliged  to  meet  at 

Albany,  as  no  other  Place  in  the  State  can  possibly  contain  the 

Members.    The  Matter  will  shortly  be  taken  into  Consideration 

and  we  shall  immediately  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  Result 

of  our  Deliberations.     I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

By  Order 

Evert  Bancker  Pres.  Pro  tem. 

nis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  921.] 

A  GOOD  WORD  FOR  THE  SHIP  CARPENTERS. 

And  Sharp  Critivism  for  the  Militui  from  Qovernor  (Jlintm. 

Poughkeepsie  17th  Nov'r  1777. 

(h'utlcnicii/riic  Slii|»(  "ariMiilcrs  residing  in  :nul  about  lliis  Place 
who  were  imployed  in  building  the  two  Continental  Frigatee  here 
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some  Time  ago  presented  me  :i  I'd i( ion  .sctlinj,'  fuith  their  dis- 
tressed  Sittuation  wliich  I  iiilemlcd  lo  liMve  transmitted  you  but 
before  I  had  an  Opportunil  v  it  was  niisslaid.  It  set  fctrlh  in  Sub- 
stance that  they  were  all  lately  Citizens  of  New  York  who  there 
supported  their  Families  comfortably  by  their  Tradt-H,  That  they 
all  either  moved  up  to  this  Place  at  the  Instance  of  the  Public  to 
work  on  those  Frigates  or  afterwards  lied  to  it  from  the  city  on 
the  Approach  of  the  Enemy.  That  almost  ever  since  tlie  Com- 
pletion of  the  Frigates  they  have  been  out  of  Knijiloy,  during' 
which  Time  they  have  expended  their  former  Karnin^'s  in  tlw 
Support  of  their  Famillies  &  that  unless  some  modr  l.r  il.'vi«ed  to 
employ  &  such  Wages  allowed  as  shall  be  in  some  Degree  propor 
tionate  to  the  high  Prices  they  are  oblidgcd  to  pay  for  the  neces- 
sary Articles  of  Life,  they  will  be  constrained,  however,  tho 
with  great  reluctance,  to  leave  the  State. 

I  am  convinced  their  Case  is  hard  and  that  if  so  many  valu- 
able Artificers  leave  the  State  it  will  be  public  Injnry.  I  wisii, 
therefore,  something  coud  be  done  for  them  lu  keep  them  iu  it. 
I  have  wrote  to  the  Dep'y  Qu'r  Master  Genl.  recommending  their 
Case  to  him  but  I  fear  the  Wages  he  is  authorized  to  give  is  not 
such  as  *[will  enable  them  to  support  ihiir  nuni.Tous  FamillirsJ 
in  these  extravagant  Times.  PerlKii»s  theCouneil  takinj^  theirCaut' 
into  Consideration  may  fall  upon  some  scheme  Ity  which  these 

valuable  ( )  may  be  able  to  live  in  the  State  &  Serve  the 

public.  I  cant  help  but  think  it  wond  l.e  wise  pidicy  \-  iHTfectly 
consistent  with  Justice  to  place  these  Peojde  ^S:  otiier  of  our  di** 
tressed  Friends  in  the  Houses  of  those  who  have  gone  to  the 
Enemy  which  alone  woud  be  a  great  Relief  to  them.    The  Want 


•Pen  mark  through  words  In  brackets. 
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of  Tools  &  81oth  of  the  Militia  which  is  as  great  as  ever,  occas- 
sions  our  Fortificatione  to  go  on  very  slowly.     I  am 

[G.  C.] 
[To  Council  of  Safety.] 


[No.  922.] 

General  Putnutn  Recommends  the  Robertson-Dennis  ExcJumge. 
Head  Quarters  North  St.  18th  Novem.  1777. 

D'r  Sir,  I  have  had  repeated  application  from  James  Robinson* 

of  N:  York  for  the  Releasement  of  his  Brother  Alex'r  who  was 

moved  from  Esopus  Goal  before  the  Enemy  burnt  that  Place.    The 

Inclosd  you  have  Copy  of  a  Certificate  which  I  Rec'd  some  time 

ago  from  Jos.  Loring.     In  answer  to  which  I  desired  him  to  send 

out  John  Dennis  Esqure  of  New  Jersey  (who  is  a  good  friend  &  a 

very  usefuU  man  to  our  cause)  which  they  have  agreed  to  send 

(Jut  upon  Robinson's  arrival,     I  think  this  exchange  much  in  Our 

favor,  as  Robinson  ie  a  Cripple  (&  I  believe  a  worthless  fellow) 

and  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  do  us  any  hurt,  I  must  therefore 

beg  the  favor  you'l  have  inquiry  made  after  the  said  Robinson 

&  send  him  to  my  Quarters  with  all  Possible  speed  which  will 

oblige  D'r  Sir  Your  Verry  Hbl.  Serv't 

Israel  Putnam. 
Hifl  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  923.] 
The  Deputy  Commissary  General  without  Funds. 

Albany  18th  Nov'r  1777. 
Sir,  Before  this  you   no  doubt  Expected  that  I   would  have 
transmitted  you  the  amount  of  the  Flour  P'r  Mr.  Broecks  in  loan 
Ollice  Bills,  but  I  hope  you  will  not  judge  it  any  inattention  of 

*See  page  624  et  seq. 
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mine  when,  I  inform  you  tliat  at  my  nfMin  fn.i,,  KinB>«ton  to  thin 
place,  the  deputy  Commissary  General  was  intirely  without 
money  and  has  Continued  so  Ever  since,  but  a  large  Hum  for  bin 
department  is  soon  expected,  when  it  arrives,  I  shall  not  fail  to 
remit  a  Treasury  note  agreeable  to  your  d.Hirc.  I  am  Sir  Vonr 
most  Obedient  Humble  Ser't 

.T(»liri   X    I'.l.  .-.l.  .r 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  924.] 

Colonel  John  Field  Reports  His  Command  in  a  State  of  }futiny. 

Southeast  precinct,  19th  Xov'r  1777 

May  it  please  your  Exelency,  Nothing  but  unavoidable  Nwet- 
sity  would  Induce  me  to  make  an  unfavourable  Repreeentation  to 
your  Exelency  of  the  State  of  the  Regt.  of  Millitia  which  I  have 
the  Honor  to  Command,  On  the  3d  Instant  I  Ric'd  an  Kxprt'B* 
from  Major  Genl.  Putnam  Requesting  a  Detatclimcnt  of  the  one 
half  of  my  Regt.  for  one  month's  Service  in  a  Ht'gt  '"  '■'■  '  om 
mand  by  Colo.  Ludenton. 

Persuant  to  this  order  I  Immediatly  gave  orders  to  th»*Regi>ective 
Captains  in  my  Regt.  Instantly  to  Furnish  their  Several  Cotas, 
which  orders  I  have  Several  times  Repeated,  yet  the  men  are  not 
Rais'd,  the  Capts.  have  Detach 'd  the  men  but  the  greater  part  of 
them  by  farr  Refuse  to  March;  and  their  Circumstances  beini; 
Such  that  a  find  can  not  be  had,  I  am  lutirely  at  a  Ix>s6  what 
Step  to  Take;  therefore  think  it  my  Duty  to  ReiK>rt  to  your  Exel- 
ency the  State  of  the  Matter;  would  beg  U'ave  to  lU-fer  your 
Exelency  to  Mr.  Foster  the  Barrcr,  whose  perticular  acquaintance 
34 


530  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

with  the  State  of  those  Mattr-rs  Kvndtrs  him  Capable  of  makinj; 
a  full  Representation  thereof.  From  3'our  Exelenr-ies  most  Hum- 
ble and  obedient  Servant 

John  Field. 

To  nis  Exelency  Governor  Clinton, 


[No.  925.] 
CompUcatums  Threatened  with  Neiyhhoring  States  on  Account  of 

Trade. 

Manor  Livingston  19th  Nov'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir,  It  is  long  since  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
&  were  my  affairs  a  little  settled  I  sh'd  endeavour  to  wait  upon 
you,  as  I  have  many  subjects  upon  which  I  wish  to  converse.  Our 
affairs  are  not  in  such  a  train  as  I  would  wish,  &  some  late  resolu- 
tions of  our  Council  convinces  every  body  of  the  necessity  of  au 
immediate  call  of  the  Legislature,  before  our  own  state  is  ruined 
by  the  want  of  necessaries,  and  before  we  are  involved  in  the 
most  unfortunate  controversy  with  our  neighbors;  already  we  are 
charged  with  endeavouring  to  starve  them  &  have  lost  all  the 
credit  we  gained  by  the  liberal  sentiments  we  have  hitherto  enter- 
taind  on  the  subject  of  trade.  But  no  more  of  this  till  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  upon  a  call  of  the  Legislature,  which  will 
I  hope  be  spedy. 

What  induces  me  more  particularly  to  trouble  your  Excellency 
at  this  time  is  to  introduce  Mr.  Patterson,*  who  has  obtained  leave 
to  go  to  New  York  from  the  Council  on  the  conditions  which  he 
will  coninninicate  to  you.  As  the  season  is  advancing,  and  he  has  a 
large  family  on  board,  he  wishes  to  be  exi)edited  as  much  as  pos- 
sible.   I  have  ventured  to  promise  in  your  name  that  your  Excel- 


•See  pages  514-15,  536-37  and  550. 
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lencj  will  not  detain  liim  I..iio.m-  |Ii:im  is  nlisoliitrlj^-  n.-rcHwiry.  I 
have  requested  him  to  send  ujc  out  (hi-  n.w  lumplilots  &  pu|R'ri 
under  cover  either  to  me  or  Walter  Livingnton  &  well  im  «oine 
little  necessaries  for  mine  &  my  nidlhcrs  families  of  whieh  he 
wish'd  to  apprize  yon  least  he  mii^ht  he  censured  for  HcndiuK  out 
papers,  which  will  be  doubtless  on  the  mini«lerial  Hide  of  the 
question.  But  I  wish  to  hear  what  they  have  to  say  for  them- 
selves &  will  take  care  that  the  papers  do  not  fall  into  bad  handn. 
I  am  Dear  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  Ob't  Hum:  Serv'l 

Kobt.  It.  LivinKslon. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  CJov'r  of  the  state  of 
New  York  &c.  &c.  New  Windsor, 


[No.  926.] 

The  Families  of  Certain  Tories  Transporte4l  to  Nino  York. 

Dutchess  County  Rhinebeck  Pre't  Novem'r  L'O.  1777. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  I  am  Directed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  this  District  to  Inform  your  Excellency,  that  aj^reable  to  a 
Late  Resolution  of  the  Council  of  Safety  to  send  over  the  Wivee 
and  Famelye  of  Such  persons  as  have  Cone  To  the  Enemy  iLe 
Committee  of  this  Districk,  Judge  it  Expedient  that  Hachel  Cool 
Wife  of  John  Cool,  Eve  Couch  Wife  uf  riiillii.  Couch,  ChriHlina 
Green  the  Wife  of  Samuel  Green,  and  Sarah  Haldun  W  ith  their 
Families  Should  be  sent  To  New  York— and  have  for  that  pur- 
pose procured  a  Sloop.  I  am  With  Great  IU-sihjcI  Your  Excel- 
lency's Very  Ilumbl.  Serv't 

Ilerman  IlofTman. 

To  His  Excellancy  George  Clinton  E^squlre. 
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[No.  927.] 

Mr.  Laidlie  Asks  Governor  Clinton  for  a  Pass  for  His  Servant. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency,  The  Bearer  of  this,  Nancy 
Wheeler,  who  has  lived  several  years  in  my  family,  \b  very  de- 
sireons  of  visiting  her  Relationfi,  most  of  whom  are  in  New  York; 
and  for  this  purpose  begs  Your  Excellency's  Permiseion  to  go  and 
return.  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  her  good  Behaviour  merits 
this  favour,  and  therefore  I  hope  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  grant  her  Request  and  mine.  Mrs.  Laidlie  joins  me  in  present- 
ing our  best  Respects  to  Your  Lady.  I  have  the  Honoiir  to  be, 
May  it  please  Your  Excellency,  Your  most  humble  Servant 

Arch'd  Laidlie. 
Red  Hook  Nov'r  21st  1777. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  Stale 

of  N.  York  at  New  Windsor. 


[No.  928.] 

LEGISLATIVE  PROBLEMS. 

John  Morin  Scott  Protests  Against  a  Special  Session  of  the 

Legislature  and  Gives  His  Reasons. 

Hurley,  Friday  Evening  Nov'r  2lfit  1777. 
Sir,  I  am  sorry  that  the  Fever  and  ague,  a  return  of  which  I 
expect  to  morrow,  will  prevent  my  attendance  with  the  Rest  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  a  Conference  with 
You,  about  the  propriety  of  putting  an  End  to  their  session,  by  a 
Call,  either  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Convention  who  consti- 
tuted the  Council. 

The  Subject  of  the  Conference  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  highest 
political  Concernment,  which,  while  Indisposition  prevents  my 
personal  Attendance  will  I  hope  sufficiently  exousu  me,  for  con- 
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veying  my  Sentiments  to  tlie  Governor  of  the  Ktatc  l»v  !>  tt«r. 
And  these  I  wish  your  Excellency  may  comnuinicad'  to  my  Hn-th 
ren  of  the  Committee,  lest  my  Want  of  Health  may  be  coiiHtrued 
into  a  meer  Apology  for  a  private  Coninumicition  with  V(iu,  (in  a 
matter,  in  its  Nature,  public  and  Inijjortant. 

By  the  XVIII  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Ktute  tin-  Gov- 
ernor is  authorized  "  to  convene  (he  Aesemblv  and  Senate  on  ex- 
traordinary Occasions;  "  and  by  the  liesolution  of  the  Convention, 
the  Council  of  Safety  is  to  exist,  only,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Convention;  and  no  longer  than  the  Neceseitiee  of  the  State  will 
require.  That  the  power  of  convening  tlie  LcgiKhilurr  by  Antici- 
pation, resides  evidently  in  the  Governor;  and  that  the  actual 
meeting  of  that  Body  or  the  Convention  will  abolish  (he  Counril 
is  as  clear:  While  an  Assembly  of  the  Legislature  will  annihilate 
both  the  Convention  and  the  Council. 

Moreover,  the  Council's  Existence  being  only  during  the  lioci-SM 
of  the  Convention,  tho  it  undoubtedly  implies  a  power  in  Iheui 
to  call  the  Convention,  who  having  adjourned  sine  die,  cannot  con- 
vene themselves,  forbids  as  well  as  the  Constitution,  the  Suppjvsi 
tion  of  any  Authority  in  thi-m  to  interfere  in  loiivokin;,'  the 
Legislature.  If,  therefore,  their  meeting  be  necessary,  it  n)u«t  b«' 
effected  by  your  sole  Aulluirily;  The  cxniiini  of  which  .sceuis  in- 
deed to  apply  most  properly  to  the  Legislature  when  in  rcct««  by 
their  own  adjournment,  or  your  Proclamation.  But,  as  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  raise  the  Question  on  another  Ground,  let  it  be  a 
postulatum  that  the  Governor  has  now  a  full  pnw.r  to  cunNcnc 
them.  The  only  Inquiry  will  then  be,  whether  to  call  them  at  this 
Juncture,  will  be  safe  and  expedient  for  the  State?  I  moHt 
frankly.  Sir  confess,  I  have  great  Difficulties  about  the  Safety  & 
Expediency  of  it,  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit: 
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First;  because  it  is  doubtful  at  least,  whether  such  a  constitu- 
tional Act  of  Government,  which,  viterminorum,*  must  neces- 
sarily suppose  the  Existence  of  the  T>egi6lature,  will  not  extinguish 
both  Convention  &  Council  immediately; 

Secondly;  because  if  that  be  doubtful  it  will  be  the  wisest  policy 
to  call  the  Legislature,  under  Circumstances  which  will  rendtT 
their  Meeting  at  the  appointed  Time  and  place  most  probable; 

Thirdly;  because  such  probability  will  be  better  ascertained 
after  a  meeting  of  the  Convention  than  it  now  can.  By  convening 
a  Quorum,  to  consist  of  twenty  Six  members  of  the  Convention, 
which  may  be  exacted  by  repeated  Efforts  of  the  Council,  so  many 
members  may  be  brought  to  this  place,  be  provided  with  Lodging^, 
take  their  Seats  in  Council;  and  thereby  convert  it  into  a  Conven- 
tion. These  will  constitute  a  majority  of  the  Number  necessary 
to  malve  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  indeed  found,  upon 
Inquiry  that  at  least  thirty  five  Members,  may  be  temporarily 
accommodated  at  this  place. 

By  the  tenth  Article  of  the  Constitution  the  Senate  is  to  consist 
of  twenty-four,  and,  by  the  fourth  Article,  the  A^^scmbly  of  seventy 
members.  The  twelfth  Article  makes  a  Majority  of  the  number  of 
Senators,  which  is  thirteen,  a  Senate,  and  the  ninth  Article,  a 
Majority  of  the  Assembly,  which  is  thirty  six,  an  House,  sufficient 
to  proceed  to  Business.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  forty  nine  mem- 
bers, proportionately  collected  from  the  two  Branches,  will  form 
a  compleat  Legislature,  to  proceed  to  Business,  who  may  compel 
the  Attendance  of  the  rest,  as  they  shall  think  proper.  If  there- 
fore, Sir,  You  should  suspend  the  issuing  <»f  your  proclamation, 
until  the  Council  c)f  Safety  shall  have  convem  d  a  sufficient  Number 


•This   IB  evidently   a   corruption   of  the   phrase   "  With   power   that  shall   end   It."— 
State  Histobian. 
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of  Memberfi  at  tliie  place,  lo  form  a  Convention,  and  Way  hhouM 
increase  their  Number  to  tliirly  live.  nvIio  may  for  H<iino  Time  be 
accommodated  here,  the  State  during  all  fh.it  Interval  will  con- 
tinue to  be  represented;  and  the  addition  uf  fum  lei  n.  necesBary  to 
constitute  a  Legislature,  sufficient  to  proceed  upun  Hii*iine8K.  WIuk 
in  such  Case  most  probably  to  be  effected;  Von  ni:iy.  by  is^uin;; 
your  proclamation  at  that  period,  and  allowing'  llicnin  a  MilVniml 
Time  for  meeting,  be  almost  certain,  that  a  l.egiHlatme  will  be 
formed  at  the  appointed  day,  if  you  should  therein  assign  another 
place  than  this;  which  I  am  sure  will  not  alVoid  sunicieut  Arcoiu- 
modations  for  their  Session. 

But,  if,  on  the  contrary,  when  with  ditBculty  we  form  a  <:.iun- 
cil,  when  it  is  uncertain  how  soon  that  Couneil  may  be  able  to 
procure  a  Convention,  and  when  it  is  still  more  uncertain  whethtT 
the  Legislature  contrary  to  former  practises,  will  meet  at  the  day 
to  be  assigned  by  your  proclamation,  a  Call  of  the  two  IIouscm 
should  be  precipitated,  You  may  easily  see  what  terrible  conse 
quences  may  ensue.  Sound  policy,  for  Ihe  above  realms,  totally 
reprobates  in  my  opinion  the  issuing  it  at  present.  Slooild  they 
happen,  that  they  may  in  no  wise  subject  me  to  censure.  I  beg 
Leave,  by  this  Letter  to  disapprove  of  the  Measure,  and  to  assure 
You,  Sir,  that  I  am  with  equal  respect  &  esteem  Vnnr  Kxeel 
lency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Jno.  Morin  Scott. 

P.  S.  As  I  would  not  wish  to  obtrude  my  Sentini'-nts  on  the 
rest  of  the  Committee,  it  might  perhaps  be  best,  Sir.  \n  hrar  tlicir 
Opinions  before  you  communicate  mine  to  them,  especially  n>»  they 
have  already  heard  it  in  Substance  in  the  ("«mneil. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor. 
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[No.  929.] 

Winter  Clothing  for  New  York  Troops. 

Fishkill  2l6t  Nov'r  1777. 

Sir,  By  a  late  Act  of  the  Legislature  a  Sub  Comniit-sary  of 
Cloathing  is  directed  to  be  appointed  who  is  to  be  governed  in  hie 
Conduct  by  the  late  Regulations  of  Congress  rei>peLting  the  Cloatb- 
ing  of  the  Army.  Capt.  Black  is  appointed  to  this  Office  &  he 
A\ill  furnish  you  with  a  Copy  of  those  Regulations;  &  It  is  my 
Oppinion  that  you  will  also  be  perfectly  Justifiable  in  observing 
them  as  the  Rule  of  your  Conduct  and  in  delivering  the  Cloathing 
for  our  State  Troops  to  him  without  any  particular  order  from  me. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Peter  T.  Curtenius] 


[No.  930.] 

Captain  Fonda  Appointed  to  Conduct  John  Patterson  and  Family 

to  New  York  City. 

Whereas  John  Patterson  Esqr.  Dep'y  Collector  of  the  I'ort  of 
Philadelphia,  hath  upon  his  application  to  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  obtained  permission  to  pass  to  the 
City  of  New  York  to  Solicit  an  exchange  for  himself.  And, 
Whereas,  the  said  Council  of  Safety  have  directed  me  to  nominate 
a  person  to  accomjtany  the  eaid  John  Patterson  Esqr.  and  hie 
family  (male  Servants  excepted)  and  Effects,  to  the  City  of  New 
York  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  I  do  by  virtue  and  in  Com- 
pliance with  their  Order  nominate  and  appoint  you,  Captain  John 
A.  Fonda,  of  the  manor  of  Livingston  to  Conduct  the  said  John 
Patterson  Esquire  his  family  (male  Servants  excepted)  and  Effects 
to  the  City  of  New  York. 
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Council  farther  direclfd  be  lo  ord.r  vmu  I.,  call  on  liis  Kxtvl- 

lency  Governor  Clinton  at  Npvv  Windsor  :md  llicio  (akr  IiIk  Excel 

lencies  farther  commands.     Tlie  letters  and  jiapefH  ontniHted  to 

your  care  yon  must  personally  deliver  (o  his  Kxcellency  or  return 

the  same  to  me.     You  are  to  return  wilhoiit  loss  of  time.     Ily 

Order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

Walter  r.iviiejsfon. 
Manor  Livingston  November  22d  1777. 

To  Captain  John  A.  Fonda. 


[No.  931.] 
Havei'straw  Sustains  Captain  Johnson. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  As  we  the  Subscribers  have 
been  informed  that  complaints  have  been  made  to  your  Excellent  y 
against  Capt.  Robert  Johnson,  commandiug  a  Company  of 
Rangers,  undoubtedly  with  a  design  to  get  him  removed  from 
his  oflflce^ — the  Subscribers  beg  leave  to  Remonstrate  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  the  said  Capt.  Johnston  has  by  his  vigilance  and 
activity  been  the  means  of  checking  the  new  T-^^vies  and  Tories 
from  making  excursions  among  us  and  thereby  saved  our  persons 
and  families  together  with  our  Cattle  from  the  destruction  the 
Tories  had  repeatedly  threatned  us  with.  Wherefore,  the  Sub- 
scribers^ would  fain  hope  that  whatever  may  be  advanced  against 
the  said  Capt.  Johnston  will  not  merit  his  being  removed  from 
office  but  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  continue  him  in 
that  useful  Station  wherein  he  has  always  exerted  himself  with 
a  more  than  ordinary  zeal  and  activity  and  are  hninbly  of  opinion 
that  if  he  should  have  any  ways  acted  amiss  in  the  ex.-rcisea  of 
his  office  it  has  only  proceeded  from  his  too  warm  zeal  for  the 
good  of  our  common  cause,  and  if  it  was  judge.l  necessary  we 
make  no  doubt  but  the  wellwishing  part  of  the  inhabitants  would 
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all  gladly  join  iu  substribiug  this  iK?titiou  were  it  iK)ssible  that 
time  would  admit  of  collecting  their  Subscriptions. 

We  would  therefore  fain  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  attend  to  our  petition  and  continue  the  aforesaid  Capt.  John- 
ston into  his  office  of  Captain  of  the  Rangers,  and  in  so  doing 
will  much  oblige  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servants 

Kakiat  in  Haverstraw  Precinct  22d  Novem'r  1777. 

Koelef  Van  Houten  D.  Chairmen  of  the  Co.  Committee  Resalvit 
Vanhouten  one  of  the  Committee  Jacob  Cole  one  of  the  County 
Commeetee; 

William  Tyckman,  Hans  Zuricher,  Andris  Onderdonck,  Andries 
Vanorden,  Thunit  Van  Houten^  Thos.  And'w  Hoog,  Jacob  Onder- 
donck, Capt.;  Stepen  Stephenean,  Resolvert  Stevens,  Roulof 
Onderdonck,  Jacobus  Verveelen,  Laftanent  Andres  Onderdanck, 
Claus  R  Van  Houten,  Dirick  Vanderbilt^  John  Vorhis,  Hendieck 
Stephens,  Klaas  Van  Houten,  Johannis  Vanderbielt,  Abraham 
Stephens,  Rulof  Stephens,  James  Quackinbush,  Jacob  Sickels, 
Theunis  Talema,  David  Pye,  John  Coleman,  John  Farrand,  Daniel 
Martine,  Theodorus  Poulhameus,  Theodorus  Poulhameus  Sen'r, 
Garret  Underdunck_,  Dirick  Van  Houten,  Jan  Van  Der  Bilt, 
Thorn's  Oakes,  Benjamin  Coe,  Jonas  Coe,  Jacob  Deronde,  John 
Coe,  Abraham  Onderdonck,  Gilb't  Cooper  Lt.  Coll.,  Henry  Tour- 
ncur  Capt.,  David  Van  dar  beek,  William  Thompson. 


The  Embargo  on  Flour. 

•Pauling's  Precinct,  Novr.  22(1,  1777. 
These  may  inform  your  Excellency    that    the    bearers    John 
Hutchinson,  Daniel  Wymal  and  John  Center,  of  Charlestown,  in 
the  State  of  ^lassachusetts,  came    into   this    State    with    three 

*  From  the  Journal  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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wagons  and  brought  salt,  willi  wliidi,  ilicv  li:ivr  i.iii<li:is<(l  ihirly 
barrels  of  flour,  as  tbey  say  for  tlioir  own  use,  and  liad  ^^ot  m-jir 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  before  they  heard  of  th(»  ciubarKo. 
which,  as  soon  as  they  heard  of,  they  came  to  nie;  I  liave  ord«'rod 
the  flour  to  be  stopped  and  not  carried  out  of  the  State  until  tlu-y 
could  obtain  a  license  for  the  same.  These  from  your  honoiiPH 
most  obedient,  And  very  huml.  servt. 

Nathan  Pearce,  Chairman. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Govr.  of  the  State  of  New- 
York. 


[No.  932.]* 
Gilbeit  Livingston  Protests  Against  William  EmmoVs  l'ass(i>i>-  t< 

New  York. 


[No.  933.] t 
And  the  Pass  Is  Refused. 


[No.  934.] 
JAMES  DUANE   SENDS  DISCOURAGING  NEWS. 

War  Threatened  Between  France  and  Engkind — Rumor  that  I'rmsiu 
Has  Opened  Her  Ports  to  America. 

York  Toun,  Pensy.  23d  Nov  r  1777. 
Sir,  I  am  not  honourd  with  a  Line  in  answer  to  Sfveral  DIh 
patches  lately  transmitted  to  your  Excellency;  tho"  1  find  by  a 
note  in  your's  to  Mr.  Duer  that  I  am  obligd  f.ir  your  attention 
to  my  respected  Entreaties  for  leave  to  visit  my  Family.  Tho' 
for  want  of  a  Relief  It  has  yet  prodmd  notliin-  but  Exi)ecta- 
tion.     I  hope  however  Mr.  Morris  is  on  his  way. 


♦The  subject  matter  under  this  number  has  been  transferred  to  docum.nl  JJ6-M7.  p«S« 

»3ft->r7.  pi« 


"tThe  subject  matter  under  this  number  has  been  transferred  to  document  m-W7.  V9* 
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The  last  Dispatihos  we  receivil  were  from  the  Council  of 
Safety  on  a  delicate  Subject  which  is  now  under  the  Cons'  of  a 
Committee.  To  them  I  have  written  the  present  State  of  our 
military  operations  in  this  Quarter  to  which  you'l  be  pleasd  to 
be  referred.  Some  foreign  Intelligence  having  arrivd  last  night 
&  my  I-ietters  to  that  honourable  Body  being  elosd  I  have  staid 
the  Express  to  give  you  the  Information.  It  is  confidently  as- 
serted that  a  number  of  French  merchant  ships  having  been 
seizd  by  the  British  Cruizers,  the  Court  of  Versailles  has  in- 
structed their  Embassadour  peremptorily  to  demand  Restitu- 
tion of  such  of  Them  as  were  taken  out  of  the  Limits  prescribed 
by  the  last  Treaty  of  Peace:  and  that  the  least  Hesitation  shall 
be  considered  as  a  Declaration  of  war;  that  5000  French  Troops 
are  embarked  for  their  West  India  Islands;  that  Wickes*  who 


•Lambert  Wickes  was  born  In  New  Euglaud  about  1735.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
naval  officers  appointed  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  his  first  commission  bearing 
date  December  22,  1775.  Under  date  of  October  24,  1776,  Robert  Morris  of  the  Committee 
of  Secret  Correspondence  notified  the  Commissioners  in  Paris  that  the  ship  of  war 
"  Reprisal  "  commanded  by  Captain  Wickes,  and  carrying  sixteen  6-pounders  and  about 
120  men,  had  been  assigned  to  convey  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  to  France— landing  him 
at  Nantes,  whence  Dr.  Franklin  would  proceed  to  Paris.  The  "  Reprisal  "  was  repre- 
sented as  a  fast  sailing  ship,  and  her  captain  had  "  already  done  honor  In  action  to 
the  American  flag  "  by  capturing,  during  the  summer  of  1776,  when  on  a  cruise  to  the 
West  Indies,  the  British  ships  "  Friendship  "  and  "  Shark  "  and  the  schoonec  "  Peter." 

The  "  Reprisal  "  was  the  first  American  warship  that  ever  visited  Europe.  Upon 
landing  at  Nantes,  Wickes  was  directed  to  take  in  refreshments,  stores,  provisions 
and  other  necessaries,  and  then  to  proceed  on  a  cruise  against  the  enemy.  He  was 
ordered  to  send  such  prizes  as  he  might  capture  into  certain  French  ports,  and  the 
Commissioners  were  directed  to  make  immediate  application  to  the  Court  of  France  to 
grant  the  protection  of  their  ports  to  American  men  of  war  and  their  prizes.  Wlckea 
made  a  cruise  In  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  captured  several  English  vessels,  which  were 
sent  to  France,  but  the  British  government  remonstrated  with  France,  which  at  that 
time  was  at  peace  with  England.  This  complication  necessitated  mock  sales  of  the 
prizes  at  sea,  and  the  ordering  from  France  of  the  American  cruisers. 

Every  precaution  was  taken  to  protect  Wickes  in  the  undertaking  In  which  he  had 
embarked.  Under  date  of  Paris,  March  12,  1777,  Franklin  and  Deane  wrote  to  the 
Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence  that  Wickes  had  made  a  cruise  during  the 
winter,  and  returned  with  five  prizes,  this  act  bringing  considerable  trouble  and 
uneasiness  to  the  French  Court.  The  Commissioners,  however,  ordered  Wickes  to 
make  another  cruise  before  his  return  to  America,  and  had  given  him  as  a  consort  to 
the  "  Reprisal  "  the  armed  cutter  "  Captain  Nicholson."  On  this  trip  Wickes  was 
chased  by  a  British  ship  of  the  line,  and  only  escaped  capture  by  throwing  his  guns 
overboard.  The  UtUe  squadron  separated,  and  the  "  Reprisal  "  continued  the  cruise 
alone.  October  1,  1777,  the  "  Reprisal  "  foundered  In  a  storm  oft  Newfoundland,  every 
■oul  aboard  perishlnc,  except  the  cook.— State  Historian. 
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oommands  a  small  coutiucnlal  Siiiiadrou  in  tlic  Kin-oju-an  >.;i(i 
has  caused  prodigious  Coustcinalion.  That  In-  1i;ih  fak<-u  a  irjul 
titude  of  Trizes  particularly  near  Fifly  fntiii  tlic  NV<-Ht  Indii-H. 
That  the  King  of  Prussia  has  opcnd  his  Sea  ports  to  tlu*  Aiiu»ri- 
can  Ships*  &  appears  oagcr  for  (uir  (/oniiiioreo.  In  Mlinrt  that 
we  stand  in  a  respectable  Light  in  Kiuitpr  and  iliat  a  war  Ih 
become  inevitable. 

Congress  have  finally  agreed  upon  Confederation  &  oihrr  u«e- 
ful  Expedients  to  reestablish  the  pnhlick  Cn-dii  iV  ilic  value  i>t 
our  paper  mone3\  I  have  the  Ilonoiii'  In  Im-  wiili  ;,M<ai  K<-siM-«t 
Sir  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  hnniV'  Si'r't 

Jas.  iJiianc. 
[To  Gov.  Clinton.] 


[No.  935.] 
Dr.  Jones  Physically  Unable  to  Attend  Alexander  IhimiUim,  Who  Is 

Seriously  III. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  favor  of  yesterday  evening  was  delivjMvd  to  me 
about  ten  at  night  &  I  sincerely  wish  ii  was  in  my  power  to  com- 
ply with  the  request  attending  it— my  regard  to  the  public  service 
as  well  as  high  sense  of  Coll.  Hamilton's  personal  merit  woud 
be  the  strongest  inducements,  but  my  health  always  tender  & 
precarious,  has  been  so  much  interrupted  for  several  wtH'ks  past, 
that  for  the  last  ten  days  I  have  not  been  able  to  quit  my  n^.m  till 


•The  Americans  had  every  reason  to  expect  assistance  from  Frederick  ibo  Urr*l- 
His  hatred  of  Great  Britain,  after  the  downfall  of  Pitt,  and  hU  devotion  to  Frmnc.. 
whose  literature  he  cultivated  and  whose  language  be  admired,  gare  U>c  Amorlcana 
every  encouragement  to  believe  that  at  the  proper  lime  he  would  lend  bt.  i-o»vrful 
assistance  to  their  cause.    But  when  France  acknowledged  the  1 

thus  complicating  her  relations  with  Great  Britain.  Frederick  ■:  •» 

and  refused  to  assist  the  new  struggling  republic.  Nor  did  be  ct..:..-  >,.■  i-oM..^  un-.U 
Great  Britain  formally  acknowledged  the  Independence  of  the  United  Sl*ie«.-aTAT» 
Historian. 
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yesterday — all  therefore  In  my  ]>ower  to  do  under  the  present 
circumstances  is,  to  wait  on  your  P>rother  «&  confer  with  him 
upon  the  best  mode  of  treating  Coll.  Hamilton  &  let  him  go  off 
immediately  with  the  bearer.  I  am  in  hourly  expectation  of 
seeing  my  Brother  here,  &  if  he  arrives  I  make  no  doubt  of  his 
readiness  to  visit  Coll.  Hamilton,*  or  shou'd  my  own  health  be 
so  far  mended  in  a  few  days  as  to  enable  me  I  will  most  chear- 
fully  do  it;  with  my  sincerest  wishes  for  Coll.  Hamilton's  speedy 
recovery  &  best  regards  to  yourself,  I  am  with  great  esteem  & 
respect  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  Humble  Serv't 

John  Jones. 
Bellemont  Nov'r  23d  1777. 

Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  By  the  last  flag  from  New  York  I  have  received  a  let- 
ter from  Mrs.  Paschall  a  widow  Lady,  (who  intrusted  to  my  care 
at  leaving  Town  a  trunk,  containing  her  own  &  sisters  wearing 
apparel,  which  constitutes  the  best  part  of  their  fortune,)  re- 
questing me  to  send  it  by  the  present  opportunity — as  I  am  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  acquitting  myself  of  the  charge,  I  beg  the 
favor  of  your  Excellency  to  know  whether  I  may  send  it  &  what 
permit  is  necessary — a  few  lines  left  at  Coll.  Elisson's  for  me 

•"I  have  been  detained  here  these  two  daye  by  a  fever  and  violent  rheumatic  pains 
throughout  my  body."  Hamilton  to  Washington,  November  12,  1777,  from  New 
Windsor. 

From  New  Windsor,  Hamilton  proceeded  to  Fishkill  and  through  the  Highlands  to 
Peekskill,  where,  becoming  seriously  ill,  he  wrote  to  General  Washington,  from  Mr. 
Kennedy's  house,  under  date  of  November  15:  "  I  arrived  at  this  place  last  night  and 
unfortunately  find  myself  unable  to  proceed  any  farther.  Imagining  I  had  gotten  thd 
better  of  my  complaint  which  (;onflned  me  at  Governor  Clinton's  and  anxious  to  be 
about  attending  to  the  march  of  the  troops,  the  day  before  yesterday  I  crossed  the 
ferry  in  order  to  fall  in  with  General  Glover's  brigade,  which  was  on  Its  march  from 
Pougbkeepsie  to  Fishkill."  John  C.  Hamilton's  "  Life  of  Alexander  Hamilton."  See 
page  55«.— State  Historian. 
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will  be  received  by  my  sorvMT.t  in  .  .-.s..  y..,,   sh-.u  ,|   i...  al.roud 
when  I  send  it  down. 


.1.  .1. 


[Nos.  936-937.] 

EMOTT  A  SLY  DESIGNING  FKIJ>()\\. 

Dr.  Tappcn  Denounces  Him  and  ^[r.  Linnffsfon  ,nul  i:,u',hh,i>„r 

Protest  Against  Him. 

Poughkeepsie  Nov'r  'i:\i\  1777. 
Dear  Brother,  This  Evening  a  Number  of  jcntlrmcn  Inlia»)it 
ants  of  Town,  called  upon  me  Requesting  me  to  let  you  krx.w 
their  Sentiments  Respecting  Mr.  Emott;  they  say  that  since  he 
had  Encouragement  from  you  of  being  j>erniitted  to  go  to  New 
York  by  a  flag,  he  has  had  meetings  with  the  Tories.     It  ran  bo 
proved  against  him  that  since  General  Rurgoyn  has  been  taken 
when  some  people  where  joyous  about  our  success,  that  he  told 
them  they  need  not  be  so  glead  for  we  lost  more  at  fort  Mont- 
gomery then  we  got  by  taking  Burgoyn  and  his  .Xriuy.   Stephen 
Hendrickson  says  that  some  time  last  spring'   Knmtl    .\tl\ise<l 
him  to  turn,  that  he  might  still  have  a  pardon,  ihai  at  that  time 
only  the  leading  men  would  be  hung,     I  am  also  Informed  that 
he  has  capt  minutes  of  ever^'  transaction  anionjist  us  since  the 
commancement  of  this  warr;    Wether  he  is  an  honest  men  or 
not  I  will  not  Pretand  to  say.     This  is  ceartaiu  (liat  lie  \m\h  never 
manifasted  himself  to  be  a  Wigg;  he  is  a  sligh  Designing'  fal- 
low and  Every  bodey  here  knows  him  to  be  such.     I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  let  you  know  the  above  particulars  almut  Mr.  Kmott 
and  that  the  true  Wiggs  here  are  very  uneasy  about  his  L'oinir 
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down,      we  are  all   well;    your  Cornelia  behaves  like  a    little 
Woman.     I  Remain  Your  Lov'g  Brother 

Peter  Tappen. 

[To  G.  C] 

Monday  Morning  "Noy'r  [23]  1777. 
Dear  Gov'r,  I  am  this  minute  informed  that  Wm.  Emmott  has 
the  promise  of  Your  permission  to  go  to  New  York.  You  cer- 
tainly have  been  imposed  on,  by  whoever  recommended  him  as  a 
person  to  be  trusted,  to  go  among  our  Enemies,  There  are  cer- 
tainly few  Characters  more  to  be  guarded  against;  he  always 
keeps  Regular  Journals  from  day  to  day,  of  every  Occurrance 
that  happens,  and  his  swearing.  Notwithstanding,  is  a  principal'd 
Tory  (in  my  Opinion).  The  "\Miigs  in  our  Neighbourhood  are 
much  allarmed,  Mr.  Hendricks  is  determined  to  see  Your  Ex- 
cell'y  on  the  subject.  If  You  Consistantly  can  I  heartily  wish 
for  Many  Good  Reasons,  he  may  be  prevented  from  Going.  I 
have  the  Ilonor  to  be  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obod't  Humble 

servant, 

Gilbert  Livingston. 
His  Excell'y  (!eo.  Clinton  Esqr. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency,  We  the  good  people  of  the  Town 
of  Poughkeepsie  having  Understood  that  your  Excellency  has 
been  pleased  to  Grant  Mr.  Emmit  Permieeiou  to  go  to  N.  York  for 
the  purpose  of  Receiving  a  Legacy  Left  liini  tliere  by  his  Unkle, 

Now  from  the  high  Esteem  we  have  of;  and  the  Confidence  we 
put  in  your  Excellency  as  a  Father  and  a  Friend  to  our  Bleeding 
State;  we  are  well  assured  that  your  Excellency  was  not  nor  has 
been  rightly  Informed  of  the  Character  Which  Mr.  Emmit  Sustains 
among  us.  Otherwise  we  Flntf or  niirsolves  your  Excellency  would 
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never  have  granted  him  Liberly;  For  nlllio  lie  lia«  tala-n  the  Oalh 
of  Allegiance  to  this  Slate  yet  he  has  never  done  or  mcrittid  any 
thing  whieh  should  Entitle  him  mcerly  to  be  called  a  Kubj.  ct — 
but  Contrary  wise  he  has  always  bdinvcd  as  a  Sly,  Crafty,  De- 
signing Tory.  For  as  a  Man  is  known  by  his  Company,  ko  he  is 
ever  with  those  Who  we  are  assured  would  do  all  in  th  'ir  power  to 
Injure  our  Cause — and,  tht'refor,',  Sr,  we  Li  olc  ujion  liinj  as  a  very 
Dangerous  person  to  be  trusted  amongst  our  Eneinyi  ». 

We  would  Further  beg  Leave  &  RejirL'sent  to  your  Kxccll  -ncy 
that  we  cannot  Suppose  he  can  get  his  money  without  takeing  the 
Oath  to  the  King  of  Great  Brittain— (&  has  been  heard  to  Say  so 
himself)  which  we  think  he  will  not  Hesitate  a  moment  upon. 

We  would  3'et  Further  Acquaint  your  Exrellency  that  there  is 
many  good  people  (Refugees  of  N.  York)  now  in  this  Town,  Who 
have  much  money  due  in  N.  York,  &  who  would  thiak  theuwilvi* 
Entitled  to  the  Same  Indulgence  with  Mr.  Ennnit  was  there  a  Pos- 
sibility of  Obtaining  their  Money  without  takeinL'  the  Oath  to 
the  King  of  Brittain. 

We  the  good  People  as  aforesaid,  would  yet  once  more  Leg  Lear.- 
to  Represent  to  your  Excellency  th:it  Great  Dissatisfaction  has 
taken  Place  amongst  the  Whigs  in  this  Town  on  aicouut  of  Mr. 
Emmits  having  obtain'd  Liberty  for  sueh  an  Embassady. 

Therefore,  we  doubt  not  but  that  when  Your  Excellency  Re- 
ceives this  Memorial  he  will  Countermand  Mr.  Emmif»  Permis- 
sion as  we  think  if  he  proceeds  it  may  be  attended  with  some  bad 

Consequences. 

And  we  shall  ever  Pray  &c. 

Poughkeepsie  Nov'r  24th  1777. 

His    Excellency    George    Clinton    Esqr.  GoV,-    of    ye    State  of 

N.  York  &c. 

35 
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Augustin  Lawrence,  George  Peek,  And'w  Billings,  Elihu  Mar- 
shall, Stephen  Seaman,  Robert  Hatton,  James  Prichard,  Stephen 
Hendrickeon,  Sam'l  Tiider,  Daniel  Lawrence,  Daniel  Shaw, 
Alexd'r  Litch  Miller,  Richard  Warner,  I'latt  Titus,  Malcom 
McEuen,  Lancaster  Burling,  George  Smeart. 


Sir,  The  Petition  of  sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Poughkeepsie 
to  which  you  are  a  Subscriber  was  this  Day  Handed  me  by  Mr. 
Hendrikse. 

Had  the  least  Intimation  been  given  nie  that  Emott  w\as  a 
dangerous  Person  not  to  be  trusted  in  the  City  be  assured  he 
never  Coud  have  obtained  my  Consent  to  go  there.  His  first  Ap- 
plication to  me  was  rejected  but  on  Inquiry  the  next  Day  which 
I  confined  to  his  Moral  Character  which  finding  to  stand  fair  & 
Conceiving  his  Case  rather  a  Hard  one  add  to  this  if  he  coud  ob- 
tain the  Fortune  left  him  by  his  Uncle  (which  he  alledged  was 
considerable)  it  woud  be  drawing  Property  out  of  the  Hands  of 
the  Enemy  into  the  Country  I  was  influenced  to  encourage  him  to 
expect  my  Permission.  Accounts  however  which  I  have  since 
received  of  him  as  well  as  the  Reasons  offered  in  your  Petition 
induce  me  to  believe  he  does  not  merrit  the  Indulgence  intended 
him.  I  have  therefore  wrote  him  by  the  Bearer  not  to  expect  it  of 
which  you'l  j)lease  to  inform  the  other  Gentlemen  who  subscribed 
the  Petition  &  assure  them  that  I  much  approve  their  Vigilance. 
I  am  your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  Capt.  Tudor.] 
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[No.  938.] 

GEORGE  CLINTON  OBJECTS  TO  HKNNIS. 

Believes  Exchanges  of  Prisoners  Sliould  lie  Con  final  in  I'crsnna  of 

the  Same  State. 

New  Windsor,  24th  Nov'r  1777. 

Dear  Sir,  I  received  your  Favour  inclosing  Copies  of  Loiters 
from  Major  Genl.  Jones  before  which  Capt.  Lf  c  was  ixTinittcd  to 
Return  with  hie  Familly  &  Effects  to  New  York  agroablp  to  your 
first  Letter.  With  Respect  to  Alexander  Rol)ertson  I  have  no 
Objection  to  his  being  exchanged  for  a  Mr,  Miller  of  West  Che.ster 
County  or  any  other  Subject  of  this  State  in  the  Power  of  the 
Enemy;  but  I  cant  Consent  to  his  being  exchanged  for  John  Den- 
nis Esqr.  of  New  Jersey,  tho  I  believe  him  a  useful  good  M;in.  I 
have  sent  for  Robertson  down  to  thie  Place  &  at<  soon  a.*;  I  am 
informed  of  Mr.  Miller's  being  released  &  Sent  Home  or  even  an 
Engagement  to  do  it  Robertson  shall  be  sent  in  to  the  City. 

As  to  the  Women  whose  Husbands  are  with  the  Enemy  the 
Council  of  Safety  have  directed  the  different  Committees  to  send 
such  of  them  into  N.  York  as  they  may  judge  expidieni  as  suon 
as  they  can  collect  them  I  will  give  them  a  Flagg.  Mr«.  IWinvar 
&  other  Ladies  to  whom  you  granted  Permission  to  go  to  N<  w 
York  have  passt  down  this  Day.  I  fear  luany  111  Con«equenceB 
will  arise  from  granting  such  Indulgences  if  they  shoud  be  con- 
tinued.   I  am  with  much  Esteem  your  ninf^t  Obed't  Serv"t 

Geo.  Clinton. 

[To  General  Putnam.]* 


•See  pages  514,  524  and  52S. 
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[No.  939.] 

Governor    CJiutan    Informs    Mrs.   Livingston    that    Her    Captive 

Husband  Is  iti  Good  Health  on  Long  Island. 

New  Windsor  24th  Nov'r  1777. 

Dear  Madam,  The  Situation  of  our  public  Affairs  in  this  Quar- 
ter since  the  Loss  of  Fort  Montjromery  has  been  such  as  to  pre- 
vent my  having  had  the  Honor  of  addressing  a  Line  to  you  before 
this,  and  indeed  Madam  I  found  the  private  Friendship  I  enter- 
tained for  your  good  Husband  as  well  as  the  high  Esteem  I  have 
for  him  as  an  OflScer,  both  conspiring  to  make  the  Task  disagre- 
able  since  I  coud  only  have  informed  you  w'ith  the  bad  Tidings  of 
his  Captivity  which  I  knew  must  but  too  soon  reach  you.  I  con- 
fees  however  this  was  false  reasoning;  I  ought  to  have  gave  you 
a  Line  to  inform  you  he  was  living  as  soon  as  I  knew  the  Fact  but 
this  I  trusted  to  a  Joint  Friend  of  ours  who  promised  to  wait  upon 
you  on  his  Way  to  the  Southward  &  give  you  a  more  paiticular 
&  Satisfactory  Account  than  I  was  able  to  commit  to  writing. 

I  have  the  Pleasure  now  to  inform  you  that  I  have,  within  these 
few  Days,  heard  from  the  Colonel  that  he  enjoys  good  Health  & 
his  usual  flow  of  Spirits  that  he  is  on  his  Parole  on  Long  Island 
and  the  Treatment  of  our  Officers  in  Genl.  is  improved  for  the 
better  by  Burgoine's  defeat.  I  sent  about  £50  hard  Cash  with  the 
last  Flagg  for  the  Use  of  the  Officers  taken  at  Fort  Montgomery 
with  some  Flour  which  they  must  have  received  ere  this. 

Colo.  Lamb  will  inclose  you  a  memorandum  in  the  Colo's  own 
Handwriting  a  Copy  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Colo.  Webb  &  have 
also  desired  Major  Huntington  to  send  Colo.  Livingston  some 
Hard  Cash  which  I  know  he  has  in  hie  Possession  for  that  Purpose. 

Be  assured  Madam  that  every  Thing  in  my  Power  to  render 
Your  Sweetheart  Comfortable  in  his  Confinement  shall  be  done  & 
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no  means  left  unesayed  to  elVrcl  liis  spffdy  t-xcliaiif^c  &  that  I  :iui 

with  the  greatest  Regard  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clintuu. 
[To  Mrs.  Livingston.] 


[No.  910.] 
Officers  Recommended  to  George  Clinton  for  I'romotiou. 

Officers  Recommended  to  promotion.  4th  N.  York  Regt.  2r»th 
Nov'r  1777.  5th  Natli'n  Strong  to  4th  Capt'ii;  0  Hcnjn  W  alk.r 
to  5th  Do;  7  Israel  Smith  to  Gth  Do;  7  V:ic:int 

1st  Lieutenants:  7th  1st  Theodoeius  Fowler  to  4tli  1st  Lt;  2-1 
2d  Silas  Grey  to  5th;  3d  do  Sylvanus  Conklin  to  Gih;  4;li  do 
Peter  Elsworth  to  7th;  5th  do  Pet'r  V.  B  Schoten  to  Sth. 

2d  Lieutenants:  6th  do  Abrah'm  Hyatt  to  1st;  Irst  Ena'u  r.W- 
bert  Strang  to  2d;  3d  Jam's  Barret  to  3d;  4th  And'w  Rose  to  4th; 
5  Rhodolph's  V  Hovenburg  to  5th;  G  Jos'h  Frylock  to  0th; 
7 ,  8 . 

Volunteers:  Theodorus  V  Wyck  (Jraham  1st  Eut^'n;  Isaac  \an 
Hook  2d  Do;  Jno.  Graham  3  Do;  Saml  Talmadge  4th  Do. 


[No.  941.] 
Pica  in  Behalf  of  a  Flour  SnuKjijla: 

Peeks  Kill  Xovr  -0.  1777. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency:  The  Beart-r  biing  us  I  am  wrll 
assured  unacquainted  with  our  Embargo  on  Provisions,  was  car- 
rying some  Eastward,  but  being  informed  of  his  Err..r,  shewed  ft 
Becoming  Behaviour  and  Readiness  to  submit  lo  il.c  Laws  of  ihin 
State,  and  in  the  whole  shews  Himself  to  be  a  good  Friend  to 
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America,  and  as  I  stopped  the  Flour  from  going  forward  and 
made  Enquiry  of  the  owners  Intentions  of  which  I  am  now  fully 
informed  that  they  are  well  and  honest,  I  uuw  commend  Ilim  to 
your  Excellency's  Clemency  to  do  as  shall  appear  good  in  your 
Opinion.  And  eo  I  Remain  your  Excellency's  most  Obt.  Hhbl. 
Serv't 

Ebenz'r  Boyd  one  of  the  Committee  of  the 

County  of  West  Chester. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Governor  of  the  Slate  of  New 
York. 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Same 
State. 


[No.  942.] 

George  Clinton  Disapproves  but    ior  Patriotic  Motives    Acapts  the 

Action  of  the  Council  in  the  Patterson  Ca^e. 

Wallkill  2Gth  Nov'r  1777. 
Dear  Brother,  By  the  inclosed  Papers  you  will  learn  that  the 
Bearer  Mr.  Patterson*  has  Permission  from  the  Council  of  Safety 
to  pass  with  his  Familly  &  Effects  (his  Male  Servants  excepted) 
to  the  City  of  New  York  as  a  Prisoner,  nevertheless  exchangeable 
for  one  or  other  of  the  Persons  mentioned  in  the  Proceedings  (if 
Council  or  such  other  Person  as  I  shall  direct.  I  must  confess 
I  do  not  approve  of  this  Step  I  am  clearly  of  Opinion  that  we  ought 
not  to  suffer  any  Person  under  Mr.  Paterson's  Circumstaucte  to  go 
into  the  Enemy  until  the  Exchange  was  first  specifically  agreed 
upon  &  the  Person  for  whom  the  Exchange  shoud  be  made  sent 
out  &  this  Caution  woud  be  the  more  Justifiable  on  our  Part  con- 

•See  pages  514-15,  530-31  and  536-37. 
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sidering  the  perfidious  Conduct  of  Hugh  Wallace  &  othcrH.  How 
ever  I  do  not  chuse  to  counteract  in  thifi  Instance  wlial  llie  Coun- 
cil has  done,  tho'  I  am  not  unsensible  they  have  iutfrfcrcd  in  a 
Matter  that  did  not  properly  belong  to  them,  yet  my  rcfuHul  woud 
rather  lessen  their  Importance  &  discover  What  I  Hhoud  not 
wish  our  Enemys  to  know,  to  wit,  a  Fickeldness  &  Uncertainty 
in  our  Councils  &  Determinations. 

You  will  therefore  grant  a  Flagg  to  Mr.  Patterson  to  proceed  to 
New  York  with  his  Familly  putting  an  Oflicor  if  one  can  be 
spared  &  you  &  Colo.  Lamb  shall  Judge  it  necessary  on  lioard  the 
Sloop  with  this  further  Caution:  The  Flagg  not  to  jiass  our  Ad- 
vance Water  Guard  at  Peek's  Kill  or  Tarry  Town  until  they  shall 
have  General  Putnam's  Permission,  as  his  OpcratioDs  may  bi-  euch 
as  to  render  it  unadviseable  to  suffer  a  Flagg  to  go  in  at  thia  par- 
ticular Time. 

It  will  be  therefore  necessary  that  you  write  to  Geul.  Putnam 
with  the  Flagg  &  when  it  arives  at  Peek's  Kill  let  Mr.  Patersou 
forward  the  Letter  &  wait  the  Answer.  I  have  changed  the  Namea 
of  Van  Wagenen  &  Miller  in  the  Council's  List,  by  striking  them 
out  &  adding  in  their  Room  Major  Lush,  as  I  can  have  thoee  two 
Gentlemen  exchanged  for  Persons  of  less  Importance.     I  am  in 

Haste  Yours  Affectionately, 

Geo.  Clinton. 

The  List  for  whom  Mr.  Patterson  can  be  exchanged  will  now 

stand  thus: 

Major  Hatfield  Wynant  Van  Zan.lt 

Capt.  Vandyck  ^I:»Jor  Lush 

[To  Gen.  James  Clinton.] 
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[No.  943.] 

GEORGE  CLINTON  SUPPORTS  CAPTAIN  JOHNSTON. 

His  Ideas  Relative  to  Instructions  to  Scouting  Parties — No  Man  to 

Be  Removed  from  Office  Without  a  Hearing. 

New  Windsor  28  Nov'r  1777. 

Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  2Cth 
Instant.  So  far  from  having  any  Intention  to  remove  Capt. 
Johnston  be  assured  I  did  not  before  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter 
even  know  that  he  held  any  Command  in  your  Quarter.  I  am 
glad  to  be  informed  that  the  Inhabitants  have  been  protected  in 
their  Persons  &  from  plunder  by  the  Prudence  &  bravery  of  Capt. 
Johnson  &  his  Company  &  that  he  has  so  conducted  as  to  gain 
the  Esteem  &  Approbation  of  the  People  &  you  may  rest  assured, 
Sir,  that  I  will  remove  no  Man  from  Office  without  a  Hearing,  as 
to  do  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  Idea  I  entertain  of  Public  Justice. 

I  wish  to  have  a  List  of  the  good  Inhabitants  of  your  Part  of 
the  Country  who  are  Prisoners  in  New  York  as  it  is  my  earnest 
desire  to  have  them  exchanged  &  it  may  be  in  my  Power  you  will 
therefore  be  kind  enough  to  transmit  it  me. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  particular  instructions  to'  a  Ranging 

Company  or  Scouting  Party.     They  must  ever  Act  according  to 

present  Exigencies.     To  protect  the  Frontier  Inhabitants,  Cut  off 

all  Communication  between  the  Disafected  &  the  Open  Enemy, 

&  as  opi>ortunity  otTers  to  annoy  their  Out  Guards  &  Parties  are 

the  great  Objects,  &  in  effecting  those  to  prevent  Plunder  of  every 

Species  (except  such  as  may  be  taken  within  the  Enemy's  Lines  & 

even  that  is  to  be  disposed  of  in  an  Orderly  &  regular  Manner)  & 

every  Species  of  Distress  to  the  Well  affected  is  carefully  to  be 

attended  to.     I  am  with  much  Esteem  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 
[To  John  Haring.] 
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[No.  014.] 

Information  Required  Ixehilin-  to  Strni«itli  of  Enemy  in 

Neio  York  City. 

War  Omce,  Nov'r  2Slli  1777. 

Sir,  I  am  directed  h}-  the  Board  of  \\\\v  to  reijucKt  ynu  will  he 
pleased  to  exert  yourself  in  obtaininj;  llif  most  exact  lnti'Hi;;enc<» 
you  can  possibly  procure  of  the  Enemy's  Slrcn^'tli  at  New  Yoik 
&  on  Long  Island,  the  Situation  &  Strength  of  tlnir  Works,  the 
Number  of  Vessells  they  have  i^  the  Places  where  they  are  sta- 
tioned. This  Board  will  be  answerable  for  the  Expence  attending 
this  Buseiness  which  you  are  besought  to  jiut  in  Execution  with 
all  convenient  Speed.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Your  very  obed. 
Serv't  Joseph  Nourse  D.  S,  [Deputy  Si-cn-tary.] 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 

(The  following  in  Clinton's  handwriting.)  "  This  P.  S.  is  added 
to  Letter  to  Sec'ry  Peters  of  31st  Dec'r  "  1777. 

P.  S.  You  will  please  to  inform  your  Hon'ble  Board  that  I  will 
make  every  Exertion  for  obtaining  the  d^'sircd  Intelligence  re- 
specting the  Enemy's  Strenghth  in  New  York  &ca.  but  from  the 
Success  already  experienced  I  much  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
laccomplisli  it  with  as  much  Precission  as  coud  be  wished. 


[No.  945.] 

FIRST  APPEARANCE  OF  NATIONAL  POLITICS. 

The   Articles   of   Confederation  and   the   Bewildering   Question   of 

Taxation. 
York  Town  Pennsylv'a  28th  Novem.  1777. 
Sir,  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  the  Ist  Inst. 
In  obedience  to  order  I  am  now  to  forward  to  Your  Excel- 
lency   in    company    with    this    the    undermentioned    Coined    of 
minutes  &  Resolves  of  Congress: 
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1st.  Of  Articles  of  Confederation  &  perpetual  Union  between 
the  United  States  of  America,     (three  Books.) 
2d.  Of  Address*  from  Congress  to  the  States  respectively  recom- 


•The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  accompany  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  brought  In  the  following  draught: 

"  In  Congress,  York-town,  November  17th,  1777. 

Congress  having  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  confederacy  for  securing  the  freedom, 
sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  authentic  copies  are  now  trans- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  respective  legislatures. 

This  business,  equally  intricate  and  important,  has,  in  its  progress,  been  attended 
with  uncommon  embarrassments  and  delay,  which  the  most  anxious  solicitude  and 
persevering  diligence  could  not  prevent.  To  form  a  permanent  union,  accommodated 
to  the  opinion  and  wishes  of  the  delegates  of  so  many  states,  differing  in  habits, 
produce,  commerce  and  internal  police,  was  found  to  be  a  work  which  nothing  but 
time  and  reflexion,  conspiring  with  a  disposition  to  conciliate,  could  mature  and 
accomplish. 

Hardly  is  it  to  be  expected  that  any  plan,  in  the  variety  of  provisions  essential  to 
our  union,  should  exactly  correspond  with  the  maxims  and  political  views  of  every 
particular  state.  Let  it  be  remarked,  that,  after  the  most  careful  enquiry  and  the 
fullest  information,  this  is  proposed  as  the  best  which  could  be  adapted  to  the  circum- 
stances of  all;  and  as  that  alone  which  affords  any  tolerable  prospect  of  general 
ratification. 

Permit  us.  then,  earnestly  to  recommend  these  articles  to  the  immediate  and  dis- 
passionate attention  of  the  lejrislatures  of  the  respective  states.  Let  them  be  candidly 
reviewed  under  a  sense  of  the  difflculty  of  combining  in  one  general  system  the  various 
sentiments  and  Interests  of  a  continent  divided  into  so  many  sovereign  and  independent 
communities,  under  a  conviction  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  uniting  all  our  councils 
and  all  our  strength  to  maintain  and  defend  our  common  liberties;  let  them  be 
examined  with  a  liberality  becoming  brethren  and  fellow-citizens  surrounded  by  the 
same  imminent  dangers,  contending  for  the  same  illustrious  prize,  and  deeply  inter- 
ested in  being  forever  bound  and  connected  together  by  ties  the  most  intimate  and 
indissoluble;  and  finally,  let  them  be  adjusted  with  the  temper  and  magnanimity  of 
wise  and  patriotic  legislators,  who.  while  they  are  concerned  for  the  prosperity  of  their 
own  more  Immediate  circle,  are  capable  of  rising  superior  to  local  attachments,  when 
they  may  be  incompatible  with  the  safety,  happiness  and  glory  of  the  general 
confederacy. 

We  have  reason  to  regret  the  time  which  has  elapsed  in  preparing  this  plan  for 
consideration:  With  additional  solicitude  we  look  forward  to  that  which  must  be 
necessarily  spent  before  it  can  be  ratified.  Every  motive  loudly  calls  upon  us  to 
hasten  its  conclusion. 

More  than  any  other  consideration,  it  will  confound  our  foreign  enemies,  defeat  the 
flagitious  practices  of  the  disaffected,  strengthen  and  confirm  our  friends,  support  our 
public  credit,  restore  the  value  of  our  money,  enable  us  to  maintain  our  fleets  and 
armies,  and  add  weight  and  respect  to  our  councils  at  home  and  to  our  treaties  abroad. 

In  short,  this  salutary  measure  can  no  longer  be  deferred.  It  seems  essential  to  our 
very  existence  as  a  free  people,  and  without  it  we  may  soon  be  constrained  to  bid 
adieu  to  Independence,  to  liberty  and  safety;  blessings  which,  from  the  justice  of  our 
cause  and  the  favour  of  our  Almighty  Creator  visibly  manifested  in  our  protection,  we 
have  reason  to  expect.  If  in  an  humble  dependence  on  his  divine  providence  we 
strenuously  exert  the  means  which  are  placed  in  our  power. 

To  conclude,  If  the  legislature  of  any  state  shall  not  be  assembled,'  Congress 
recommend  to  the  executive  authority  to  convene  it  without  delay;  and  to  each  respec- 
tive legislature  it  is  recommended  to  invest  its  delegates  with  competent  powers  ulti- 
mately in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  state  to  subscribe  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  unlcn  of  the  United  States;  and  to  attend  Congress  for  that  purpose  on  or 
before  the  day  of  

Congress  ordered,  that  thirteen  copies  be  made  out.  signed  by  the  president,  and 
forwarded  to  the  several  states,  with  copies  of  the  confederation. -Journals  of  Congress. 
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mending  the  immediate  consideration  of  that  important  plan  for 
Compact. 

3d.  Urging  the  necessity  for  Taxation  in  i-adi  Slat<-  In  order  to 
raise  five  Million  Dollars*  in  the  Year  177S  for  \h<-  m-rviro  of  the 
United  States  &  as  one  mean  for  establishing  rublic  Credit, 
recommending  also  Confiscation  &  Sale  of  the  Estates  of  pcTBons 
who  have  forfeited  the  Right  of  Protection — &  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

These  Papers  so  expressive  as  they  are  of  the  meaning  &  good 
views  of  Congress  require  no  attempt  to  a  more  minute  detail  of 
their  several  Contents,  It  remains  therefore  for  me  only  to  repeat 
the  request  of  Congress  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  laying  them  before  the  legislature  of  your 
State.      I  am  with  very  great  Respect  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most 

obedient  Servant 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire,  New  York. 

*Resolved,  That  It  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  atatea  to  ralM 
In  the  course  of  the  year  1778,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  January  neit.  by 
quarterly  payments,  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  by  taxes,  to  be  Ictled  on  th« 
inhabitants  of  the  respective  states,  In  the  proportions  following,   vie. 

New  Hampshire  200.000  dolUrt 

Massachusetts-Bay    820,000 

Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations 100.000 

Connecticut    600 .000 

New  York   »»•«» 

New   Jersey    270.000 

„            ,         •  620  000 

Pennsylvania  ».v. vw 

Delaware    «>•"» 

Maryland    = ^^-^ 

,,.      .    .  800.000 

V"-gm.a    • 

North    Carolina    Zt>'i^ 

South   Carolina    m^ 

Georgia    '"°"' 

6.000.000 

That  the  sums  to  be  assessed  and  to  be  raised  shall  not  bo  considered  •>  th«  propor- 
tion of  any  state,  but  being  paid  Into  the  treasury  shall  be  placed  to  thrlr  n..p«^llTO 
credit    bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,   from  the  t.r  '« 

until    the   quotas   shall    be   finally    ascertained   and    adJuBtcd    by    the   (  ^« 

United   States,   agreeably  to  the  confedeintlon  hereafter  to  be  adopted  a:.:  J^J 

the  several  states.  And  if  It  shall  then  appear  that  any  .tntc  Is  as.cMrd  mor*  .h.o 
its  just  quota  of  the  said  tax,  it  shall  continue  to  receive  Interest  on  ^^^^  7^^'"'-  *^J  " 
less  it  shall  be  charged  with  the  interest  on  the  deficiency  until  by  .  future  l«  such 
surplus  or  deficiency  shall  be  properly  adJusted.-Froin  Journal,  of  Con»r»». 
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[No.  94G.] 
Alexander  EamUton  Recovers  from  an  AIanni)ig  Illness. 

Peeks  Kill  29th  Novemb'r  1777. 

Dear  Sir,  Thinking  vou  would  be  anxious  to  hear  from  Colo. 
Hamilton,*  I  have  embraced  an  Oppertunity  to  Fish  Kill,  to  be 
forwarded,  to  acquaint  jou  that  he  is  much  better  than  we  could 
have  expected.  On  the  25th  in  the  evening  he  seem'd  to  all  ap- 
pearance to  be  drawing  nigh  his  last,  being  seized  with  a  cold- 
ness in  the  extremities,  &  remained  so  for  the  space  of  two  hours, 
then  surviv'd.  He  remained  Calm  &  the  fever  not  so  high  on  the 
2Gth.  On  the  27th  in  the  morning  the  Coldness  came  on  again, 
and  encreased  (he  was  then  cold  as  high  as  his  knees.)  in  so  much 
the  Doct'r  Thought  he  could  not  survive;  he  remained  in  this 
situation  for  near  4  hour?,  after  which  the  fever  abated  very  much, 
and  from  that  time  he  has  been  getting  better.  The  Doct'r  now 
pronounces  him  out  of  danger, 

He  ifi  now  so  well  that  we  are  in  hopes  of  getting  him  up  to 
morrow  if  the  weather  will  permit — with  Compliments  to  Colo. 
Lamb  &c.  I  am  D'r  Sir  With  the  Greatest  Respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  Obedient  Humb'e  Serv'  .  I.  Gibbs. 
His  Excell'y  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  947.] 
Using  Captured  Implements  to  Push  the  Works  in  the  Highlands. 

Albany,  30th  Nov'r  1777. 

Honour'd  Sir,  By  order  of  the  General,  I  have  shipd  on  b'd  Capt. 

Brooks,  who  sails  this  night,  100  Spades,  170  Shovels,  257  pick 

axes  and  50  axes.    I  shall  send  immediately  to  Stillwater  for  the 

wheels  of  the  wheel  barrows  taken  from  the  Enemy,  about  50  in 

*See  page  543  foot  note. 
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number,  which  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible;  the  roada 
are  so  excessively  bad  think  it  is  better  to  have  tht-  Itodys  niadt* 
below  than  to  transport  them  from  Stillwater.     1  :im  with  much 
respect,  Honour'd  Sir,  Your  most  obed't  liumblt-  Se't 
[To  G.  C.]  Uduy  Hay. 


[No.  948.] 

LEGISLATURE  TO  CONVENE  JANUARY  5,  1778. 

Goveitior  Clinton  Fixes  the  Date  in  Cotiformity  iiilh  a  Jii(jut\st  (rum 

tlie  Council. 

Hurley,  NovV  30th  1777. 
Sir,  The  Council  upon  considering  the  Report  of  their  Commit- 
tee sent  to  confer  with  Your  Excellency  upon  the  Subject  have 
passed  the  enclosed  Resolution  which  I  am  directed  to  transmit 
to  you. 

Your  Excellency  will  please  by  the  Return  of  the  Messenger  to 
inform  us  of  the  Day  you  shall  fix  for  the  mealing  of  the  Ix'gis- 
lature;  that  we  may  immediately  dispatch  circular  Letters  to  ihe 
several  Members  acquainting  them  with  it. 

As  we  have  had  no  Accounts  from  that  Quarter  in  some  time, 
if  your  Excellency  has  lately  received  any  Intelligence  from  the 
Southern  Army,  You  will  oblige  us  by  communicating  it.  I  have 
the  Honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  and  very  hum 
ble  Servant  Evert  Bancker,  Prrs.  pro  tern. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Cliutou. 


In  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  >ew   York 

Hurley  Nov'r  27th  1777. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor to  confer  with  him  on  the  Expediency  of  putting  an  End  to 
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the  Session  of  this  Council  either  by  calling  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  or  the  Convention  thereof;  delivered  in  their  Report; 
which  was  immediately  taken  into  Consideration  and  thereupon — 
Resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor, by  his  Proclamation,  to  convene  the  Legislature  at  Poukeep- 
sie  as  early  in  the  month  of  January  as  possible. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Robt.  Benson  Secr'y. 


[In  George  Clinton's  handwriting:  "Monday  5th  Jan'y  the 
Legislature  to  meet  at  Poughkeepsie  Proclamation  to  issue  for 
this  Purpose."] 

Little  Britain  1st  Dec'r  1777. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  30th  Ultimo  with 
the  Resolve  of  your  Board  inclosed  therein.  In  Consequence  of 
which  I  shall  issue  a  Proclamation  for  convening  the  Legislature 
at  Poughkeepsie  on  Monday  the  5th  of  January  next. 

I  have  not  a  Word  of  late  News  from  the  Southern  Army.    We 

have  flying  Reports  of  an  Attempt  ag't  Fort  Mercer  in  which  the 

Enemy  were  repulsed  with  great  Loss  but  not  in  such  a  Way  as 

to  be  Depended  on.     A  small  Party  from  our  Advanced  Water 

Guard  a  few  nights  ago  slipped  down  on  a  dark  Night  passt  the 

Enemy's  Shipping  &  burnt  Genl.  Delancey's  Home  at  Blooming 

Daal,  took  two  Prisoners  &  returned  safe— different  Parties  of 

Genl.  Dickenson's  Troops  have  been  on  Staten  Island  but  with 

what  Success  I  have  not  yet  learned;  other  small  Parties  have 

been  [at]  Bergen  and  llobuck  where  they  took  some  Prisoners 

&  Uorses.     I  am  with  due  Resjject  Yours  &c.  cK:c. 

[G.  C] 

Council  of  Safety. 
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[No.  010.] 
Red  Bank  Shares  the  Fate  of  Fort  Mifflin. 

York  Toun,  I'ciis.  2(1  Diccin'r  1777. 
Sir,  Since  I  had  the  Honour  of  writing  to  you  hist  week:  Fori 
Mercer  at  Kedbank  has  shard  the  Fate  of  Fort  Milllin.  Thi-  at- 
tempts to  relieve  both  were  a  day  too  late.  Ix)id  Cornwalli« 
crossed  the  Delaware  at  Cooper's  Ferry  at  the  llcad  of  liQUO  or 
3000  men*  where  he  Joind  a  Detachment  that  had  proceeded  him 
and  with  a  Train  of  artillery  pushed  forward  to  besiege  the  Fort. 
General  Gieenf  was  ordered  to  relieve  the  Fort  but  coming  too 


*From  English  official  sources,  the  (orce  under  the  command  of  General  Sir  Wllllun 
Howe,  at  Ueimautowu,  fhiiadelpbia,  &c.,  October  13,  1777,  coustbied  o(:  1  colonat; 
lis  iieuieuaut-coiuueis;  zu  mujuis;  1^1  capiaius;  ..14  libUieuuuU>;  t*u  bcci^ud  livuuunu.a; 
3  cutipiaiiis;  Z3  adjuiauLs;  Zi  quaiteimasitiis;  Zo  sergeanm;  iti  muiuu;  i^Z  •uikcuuu;  iUt 
diULuLueib  and  uimb,  and  &uu;«  lauK  aud  uie,  pre£>eui  aud  ui  lui'  duiy. 

'lua  LreiUiua  couliufeeat  cons. bled  oi  a  legiuieuts,  cuasiituliug  iwo  brlKudea,  mf^f*' 
gaiiug  ibz  oiuceis  auu  oiub  uou-couiUiissiuiibd  oiucers  auu  piivuieu;  ur  a  luiai  lUtc*  u( 
iiiiie,aau  aud  ueiiuaiis  oi  loabi,  e.vciUa.ve  oi  oiaceis  aud  uuu-cuuiuiibb.uucd  uluvvr*. 

'iue  sauie  tauie  buows  luac  iiza  m-»iibu  aud  ueiuiau  iioopa  wcie  "■  rr>buue.»  with  Iho 
Reoeib. "     lilt!  uuuiuer  oi  uiuoeis  wuo  weie  captuitQ  uy  AUicficuu  liuui>b  ta  iiuv  kt%«u. 

ijet;eiuDex'  14,  Xiii,  liowes  luiCbs  cuubibitQ  ui  au  aggiegaie  ui  i.Mii  oiucuia  uud  u>«a, 
lit  lui  uui,^ ,  ol  vvuicu  uuuiuei'  liouj  vveie  ii.ugiis>u,  e.%.c.uo»ve  oi  Ivto  ick.uicuu  u4  tiftul 
diaguous,  auU  oue  legtiucut  oi  aiLil^eiy.  <ju  tuis  uate  lue  ret.uiu  buuMtd  UimI  i*i* 
liiufa..buuitu  aua  uciii^aua  Vieie  lu  me  uauds  "  oi  ina  Kcoeis." 

liNoveuiuei-  Zti,  Xiti,  VvasUiUfeLuu,  Horn  UiS  Ueauiiuuiiuis  at  WUltciuarbU,  *rolo  At 
foiiowa   to   tue  rieo.utiut  ot  cou^i  tbb; 

*.  »  ♦  1  am  bOiiy  to  miuiui  uoufciess,  that  the  euemy  are  now  in  poascbbiou  ot  «ll 
the  water  Qcieucea.  Uoit  ivxiUiiu  auU  luat  at  i>.ed  Jjaua.  UjUiUauy  Ui.>i.i.uuU  uu  «a»tU 
otuer  lor  buppoii;  aud  lue  leauctiuu  oi  lUe  luimcr  made  lue  leuuie  ol  luo  lalter 
eALjemciy  piecai.oub,  n  iiot  impiacticauie.  Aiie»  lue  iOos  ol  I'o.l  j^iui.u,  tl  vkmi  luuud 
Red  liauK  could  aeiive  uo  advauiages  irom  me  gaileya  aud  armed  veb»«.«;  lUiey  couia 
not  maiui.a.n  tuea-  btat.ou.j  auu,  m  case  ol  luvtbumie,  tue  fcanJb-u  cou.u  uotv  ao 
supplies,  uo  reueat,  uor  auy  nope  ol  reiiel,  but  sucU  as  m.gui  ur.be  Horn  it  kuiMiOor 
to.ce  acting  Wituout  ou  the  leai  oi  tue  euemy,  aud  d.sioUg.ut  luem.  tuucr  lue.o  i.a- 
cumbtauces,  lUe  guiribou  was  obliged  to  evacuate  it  ou  tue  uigut  or  the  -Uth  »a»i*ul, 
o;i  tue  aypioacu  oi  Juo.d  Lornwaiub,  wuo  uaU  ciobbtd  lUe  i.>«r  liom  t-hcbUsr  *»ui  » 
detacumeut,  supposed  to  be  aoout  two  tuousaud  men,  aud  lormed  a  JuucUou  With  lh» 
tioops  iaieiy  arrived  Irom  i\ew  \ork,  aud  tuose  that  hud  beeu  lauded  b«iur»  al 
biiuugsport.  .  ^  .     .  .t.^ 

Fiom  General  Varuum's  account,  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  we  saved  mo»l  ol  Ui* 
stores,  e.\cept  a  lew  heavy  cauuou;  however,  1  cannot  bo  particular  in  Utia  in.Ouic*. 
I  am  also  to  add,  Irom  the  intelligence  1  have  received,  that  most  II  not  all  U»«  arniod 
vesbtls  have  been  burned  by  our  own  people,  except  the  gulleys,  oue  bii«.  ai^d  l«o 
sloops,  which  are  said  to  have  run  by  tue  city.  How  far  ih.s  might  be  fouiidc<l  to 
necessity  1  am  not  able  to  determiue;  but  1  suppose  It  wua  douo  under  that  idea,  aufl 
an  apprehension  of  their  lallirg  into  the  enemy's  hands  U  they  attempted  to  t>aa.  up 

^''up'i^rtiie  first  information  I  had  of  Lord  Cornwallls's  movement.  I  d»Ueb«4  Can. 
Huntington's  brigade  to  join  General  Varnum.  and.  as  soon  ab  ;  '      '-n« 

with  his  divis.on;   hoping   that  these,   with  Glover's  brigade.    •  a 

through  Jersey,   and  wh.ch  I  directed  to  Ule  oH  to  the  lolt  f.  r  '^a 

with  such  militia  as  could  be  collected,  would  be  able  to  delcal  ih«  eu.m,  .  U.^^n. 
and  preserve  the  fort.  But  they  were  so  rapid  in  their  advance,  hat  »"^/^P-  ""^ 
not  form  a  junction^  and  arrive  in  time  to  succor  the  garrison;  which  obliged  Utm  to 
withdraw.    *    •    • 
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late,  it  was  evacuated.  And  our  own  People  set  fire  to  several 
of  our  Vessells  of  war  which  were  employd  in  the  Defence  of  the 
River.  The  way  is  now  clear  for  the  Introduction  of  the  British 
Fleet,  &  our  Gallies  [are]  in  no  small  Danger.  In  the  mean 
time,  Green  and  Cornwallis  are  too  near  each  other  to  part  with- 
out Blows.  Indeed  a  Report  prevails  that  they  have  had  an  En- 
gagement that  Cornwallis  is  taken  Prisoner  &  his  Division 
broken:  but  it  wants  confirmation. 

Congress  have  agreed  to  a  Confederacy  &  recommended  it  in 
strong  Terms  to  the  respective  Legislatures.  It  pleases  here  after 
the  most  mature  Investigation,  &  I  am  well  persuaded  that  it  is 
the  only  Plan  that  can  be  reconciled  to  the  Majority  of  the  States. 
This  with  other  Important  Resolutions  for  supporting  our  publick 
Credit  will  be  announcd  to  your  Excellency  thro'  the  President. 

I  am  not  yet  reliev'd  by  Mr.  Morris  or  Mr.  Lewis.  The  weather 
is  severe  already.  With  every  wish  for  your  Happiness — I  have 
the  Honour  to  be  Sir  Your  Excellency's  most  Obed'  hum'e  Se't 

Jas.  Duane. 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton* 

Be  pleased  to  forward  the  enclosd  to  G.  Arnold. 


•Head-Quarters,  2  December  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Importance  cf  the  North  River  in  the  present  contest,  and  the  necessity  of 
defending  tl,  are  subjects  which  have  been  so  freiiueiitly  and  so  fully  discussed,  aud 
are  so  well  undersiood.  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge* upon  them.  These  facts  at 
once  appear,  when  it  Is  considered  that  it  runs  through  a  whole  State;  that  it  is  the 
only  passage  by  which  the  enemy  from  New  York,  or  any  part  of  our  coast,  can  ever 
hope  to  cooperate  with  an  army  from  Canada;  that  the  possession  of  it  is  indispensably 
essential  to  preserve  the  communication  between  the  eastern,  m.ddle,  and  southern 
Stales;  and,  fuiiher,  that  upon  its  security,  in  a  great  measure,  depend  cur  chief 
supplies  of  flour  for  the  subsistence  of  such  forces,  as  we  may  have  occasion  for,  la 
the  course  of  war,  either  in  the  eastern  or  northern  departments,  or  in  the  country 
lying  high  upcu  the  west  side  of  it.  These  facts  are  familiar  to  all;  they  are  familiar 
to  you.  1  theielore  request  you.  in  the  most  urgent  terms,  to  turn  your  most  scrioua 
and  active  attention  to  this  intinitely  important  object.  Seize  the  present  opportunity, 
au'l  emplcy  your  whole  force  and  all  the  means  in  your  power  for  erecting  and  com- 
plfcUug.  as  far  as  it  shall  be  poss.blo,  such  works  and  obstructions  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  defend  and  secure  the  river  against  any  future  attempts  of  the  enemy.    You 
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[No.  050.] 
A  Master  Carpenter  Recommended. 

Head  Quarters,  Albany,  Utcm.  11  1777. 
Sir,  Mr.  Walter  Quackenbiiss,  who  will  deliver  your  Excellency 
this  Letter^  has  applied  to  General  Gates  to  \nt  employed  an  a 
Master  Carpenter.  If  the  Representation  given  of  him  to  the 
General  be  true,  he  served  in  this  Capacity  la.st  year,  &  rendered 
himself  extremely  useful.  As  the  General  has  it  out  of  his 
Power  to  provide  for  him  here,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  recom- 
mending him  to  your  Excellency's  notice,  supposing  he  may  be 
wanted  to  assist  in  obstructing  the  Passage  of  the  N.  River.  He 
is  a  man  who  supports  a  good  Character,  was  formerly  an  In- 
habitant of  New  York,  but  left  it  at  the  Time  our  Troops  evacu- 
ated it.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  hu'ble  Ser't 

Rob.  Troup. 
His  Excellency  G.  Clinton. 


[No.  951.] 

DEPRECIATION  OF  OUR  CURRENCY. 

Congress  Introduces  an  Antidote  to  Meet  a  Device  of  the  Enemy. 

York  Town  3d  Decern.  1777. 
Sir,  The  last  trouble  I  gave  Your  Excellency  was  under  the  liSth 
Ulto.  by  Messenger  Ad.  Cookas— to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 


win   consult   Governor   Clinton,    General    Parsons,    and    the   French   eoK  o«> 

Radiere.    upon    the    occasion.    By    gaining    ibo    paasutie.    jou    know    ii.  •>• 

already  laid  waste  and  destroyed  all  ihe  bouses,  niilla.  and  towns  ace  «- 

Unless  proper  measures  are  taken   to  prevent  them.   Ibey   will  renew    i:  '" 

the  spring,  or  as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit,  and  perbaps  Albany,  li..  -..  .  -  -  la 
the  State  of  any  importance  remaining  In  our  hands,  may  undo. go  a  Uko  Ui«.  aod  • 
general  havoc  and  devastation  take  place. 

To  prevent  these  ev.ls,  therefore.  1  shall  expect  that  you  will  ex.rl  t«ry  ncr»..  aad 
employ  your  whole  force  in  future,  while  aud  whenever  .1  t.  P"?^^''^"'"'-  '"  r""^;'; 
ins  and  forwarding  the  proper  work,  and  means  of  defenc  Tbey  m«.l  ooi  b.  t^ 
out  on  command,  and  acting  in  delachmenU  lo  cover  the  country  below,  wb.ch  f  • 
consideration  infinitely  less  important  and  interesting.    1  am.  ^''"'^^'^  wa.hin«lon.) 

[To  Major-General  Putnam.] 

36 
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Congress  ever  watchful  over  the  Interests  of  the  United  States 
of  America  &  diligent  to  defeat  the  numerous  &  various  prac- 
tices of  our  grand  Enemy,  equally  cruel  &  subtle,  have  taken  un- 
der consideration,  a  device  calculated  for  depreciating  the  value 
of  Money  Issued  by  authority  of  Congress*  &  of  the  several 
States  after  the  good  people  had  found  it  necessary  to  assert 
their  Rights  &  to  take  Government  into  their  own  hands— the 
pernicious  stratagem  now  in  view  although  the  discovery  of  it 
is  not  quite  new,  appears  more  glaring  from  a  late  Publication 
in  Philadelphia  subscribed  by  a  very  great  number  of  those  mis- 
guided persons  who  chose  to  remain  in  the  City  &  welcome  the 
Enemy  to  rivet  their  fetters. 

It  is  also  notorious  that  many  timid  &  lukewarm  friends  in 
several  of  the  States  have,  from  motives  probably  more  ava- 
ricious than  directly  Inimical,  long  given  a  great  preference  to 
what  is  called  the  old  Money,  which  evidently  tends  to  lessen 
the  Estimation  &  Currency  of  the  new  &  does  in  the  same  In- 
stance demonstrate,  if  not  an  Inclination  to  overturn  our  Inde- 
pendence, apprehensions,  which  ought  to  be  banished  from  the 
mind  of  every  Inhabitant  in  the  Union. 


•Whereas  it  Is  the  uniform  practice  of  our  enemies  to  pursue  every  measure  which 
may  lend  to  distract,  divide  and  delude  the  inhabiiants  of  these  stales;  to  effect  which 
purposes,  they  have,  amongst  other  arts,  promoted  associations  for  supporting  the 
credit  of  the  public  money,  struck  under  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  which  associations  are  evidently  calculated  to  sap  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  and  in  those  issued  by  the  authority  of  the 
respective  states,  and  to  furnish  a  medium  for  carrying  on  a  pernicious  and  traiteroua 
commerce  between  the  enemy  and  the  citizens  of  these  states: 

Kcsolvcd,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative  authorities  of  the 
respective  sUtes.  forthwith  to  enact  laws  requiring  all  persons  within  their  respective 
states,  who  may  be  possessed  of  any  bills  of  credit  struck  under  the  sanction  and 
authority  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  on  or  before  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  forthwith 
to  deliver  in  the  same  to  a  commiss.oner  or  commissioners  for  that  purpose  to  be 
appointed  in  each  county  of  the  respective  states;  authorizing  such  commissioner  or 
commissioners  to  give  in  exchange  for  any  sum  so  paid  in,  continental  money  or  bills 
of  credit  of  their  respective  states;  and  to  declare  in  the  laws  so  to  be  enacted,  that 
all  bills  of  credit,  under  the  description  above-mentioned,  which  shall  not  be  so 
delivered  In  within  such  reasonable  time  as  the  respective  states  shall  for  such  purpose 
limit,  shall  thenceforth  become  utterly  irredeemable.— From  the  Journals  of  Congress. 
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From  an  earnest  desire  tlicrcfore  to  (•(.iint.-racf  tli.-  wicki-d 
projects  of  our  Enemies  &  to  rectify  ku.Ij  j-nors  of  our  almoKt 
friends,  Congress  have  confirmed  a  Resolution  (.f  ihis  date  roc 
ommending  to  the  States  respeclivdy  to  ••ii:i<t  Laws  siit1iri<-nt 
for  accomplishing  these  good  ends. 

I  have  the  honour  of  forwarding  a  (Jertilk'd  ^U)\>y  of  the  K<- 
solve  under  this  Cover  which  Your  Excellency  will  bo  pIcaHod 
to  lay  before  the  Legislature  of  New  York.  I  am  with  very  gn-at 
respect  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  Servant 

Henry  Laurens  Pn'sidtiit  of  ('(tngresB. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  New  VoiU. 
P.  S.     4  Decern.  1777. 

Since  closing  my  Letter  of  the  3d  Congress,  from  a  Represen- 
tation made  to  them  of  the  necessity  for  preserving  from  waste 
all  Pine  Timber*  in  the  Northern  &  Eastern  States  proper  for 
Ships  Masts  «&ca.  have  formed  a  recommendatory  Resolve  proper 
for  the  occasion  a  Certified  Copy  of  wliicli  I  shall  put  within 
that  inclosure  &  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  Art. 

Henry  Laurens,  Presid't  Cong. 


[No.  952.] 

Fo7'  the  Relief  of  the  Families  of  Soldiers  Kilkd  or  Cai>tural    at 

Fort  AlGnigomery. 

In  Coimiiiitc  [i\\h  I  HmciiiImt  1777. 
Gentlemen,  Application  hath  been  niadc  lu  this  Couuniiu-  that 
a  Number  of  the  Eainelies  of  Such  Persons  as  were  Killetl  or 


•Resolved.    That   it  be  earnestly    recommended   to  the   legislature  of   «»>«   .!»<«••  of 
New    Hampshire,    Massachusetts-Day,    Couueciicut    und    New-York,    to  •*! 

measures  for  the  preservation  of  all  pine  timber  growing  wlibin  their  r-    .  'l- 

tories  which  may  be  suitable  and  useful  for  masts  or  olbtT  i.urpo.c  ..f  t..»  .ii-U«a. 
and  for  preventing  any  waste  or  destruction  of  that  Taluable  kind  of  Umber.-From  Um 
Journals  of  Congress. 


564  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

taken  Prisoners  ia  the  late  action  at  Fort  Montgomery  are  in 
a  Sufifering  Condition  in  Consequence  thereof  And  that  some 
Provision  ought  Immediately  to  be  made  for  them,  as  many  of 
them  are  now  in  a  Suffering  Condition;  this  Committe  think  it 
highly  just,  that  Such  Famelies  Should  be  taken  Care  of  and 
as  they  are  Reduced  to  this  necessity  in  Consequence  of  their 
Husbands  being  Killed  or  made  Prisoners  In  Defence  of  this 
State  or  States  in  General,  That,  therefore.  It  ought  to  be  a 
Continental  or  State  Charge,  and  make  not  the  least  doubt  but 
you  will  Order  some  means  whereby  they  may  be  Supported. 
And  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the  first  Importance  to  those  Sufferers 
we  beg  you  will  give  Directions  to  Daniel  Graham  our  Chair- 
man as  Soon  as  Conveniently  may  be  in  what  manner.  Com- 
mon Humanity  in  the  meantime  has  Induced  us  to  give  Direc- 
tions to  the  destrict  Committees  where  such  Persons  Reside  to 
Provide  for  them. 

By  Order  of  the  Committe. 

Dan'l  Graham,  Chairman. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

a  True  Copy  from  the  minutes,     pr.  Thos.  Palmer. 


[No.  953.] 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY  DENOUNCED. 

The  Westchester  Committee  Request  He  Be  Placed  in  Close  Custody 

as  a  Tory. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Govenour  of  the  State  of 
New  York  Geueial  of  the  Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy 
of  the  Same: 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  the  Committe  of  Safety  for 
Wetschester   County,    Humbly    Sheweth,    that    whereas   James 
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Delancy,  Esqr.,  of  this  Connl.v.  Soon  nflcr  flw  Enoiny  Hot  Pom- 
session  of  New  York  Gave  his  Pniolc  lo  oiio  of  (»ur  Gonpral 
OfiQcers  that  he  would  abide  by  the  Connlry  in  lh««  Prcwnt 
war  with  Great  Britain  and  rontirnic  a(  liis  (»\\n  hotiH**,  hut 
within  about  a  week  after  he,  with  Both  his  BrothcrH,  went  on 
Board  the  men  of  war  in  the  East  River  and  went  to  New  York 
and  Soon  after  he  Came  Back  wiih  ilie  Knemy  to  Westohf^tfr 
and  has  been  thei'O  e^er  Since  adin;;  with  tlie  (]rea(r-st  \'ennom 
Imagionable  against  the  Good  People  of  this  County,  oh  a  <'<»!. 
Commanding  the  Militia  in  that  end  of  the  CoiiTity  iiiid  :i«i  a 
Capt.  in  Raising  a  Company  of  Light  Horse,  Incoura^'einK  a 
number  of  Horse  Thieves  to  Steal  Horses  for  Said  Conipan\  in 
the  Northern  parts  of  Said  County;  and  Several  limes  he  ha8 
been  Known  to  be  in  Person  with  Said  thieves  and  PlundererR 
up  in  the  County,  all  which  unspeakable  miseres  and  DistresseM 
this  County  has  Suffered  for  ten  mouths  Last  past,  l)y  Such 
Robers  has  been  owing  to  his  Conduct.  But  a  few  I»ays  pawt 
he  was  taken  at  Westchester  by  a  Party  of  Continental  Troops 
and  Carried  to  Maj'r  General  Putman,  and  l»y  him  S«'nt.  on  bis 
Porole,  to  Remain  at  Hartford. 

We  the  abovesaid  Commilte  in  Behalf  of  tin-  I>es8tre8(»d 
People  of  Westchester  County  Humbly  beg  your  Excellency 
would  interpose  with  General  Putman  that  Said  Porole  may  be 
taken  away,  and  he  put  into  Close  Confinement  So  thai  the  I^w 
may  have  its  Proper  Course  against  Such  a  trailer  to  this  State 
in  particular  and  whole  United  Statrs  in  General  as  he  has 
proved  Himself  to  be. 

And  In  the  mean  time  your  Petetioners  will  ever  pray  that 
God  may  by  his  Almighty  Power  Preserv  nn.l  l>ir.M-t  your  Ex- 
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cellencj  in  your  Publick  adminisstration  in  this  So  Dificult  a 

time. 

Westchester  County  Dec'br  (Itli  1777. 

SignM  by  order  of  Committe 

Ab'm  Leggett  Chair'n. 


[No.  954.] 
Thomas  Smith  Makes  Complaint  Against  Captain  Johnson. 
D'r  Sir,  The  Bearer  waits  upon  you  to  inform  you  That  Mr. 
Daniel  Gerow  of  this  Precinct  was  Yesterday  taken  by  Capt. 
Johnson,  Carpenter  Kelly  and  Thos.  Kelly  and  Confined  in  Jail 
at  the  New  City  where  he  now  lies.  The  Cause  of  his  Confyne- 
ment  is  this:  Rynard  House  by  his  will  gives  his  personal  Es- 
tate to  his  widow  who  is  still  living  and  appoints  Gerow  one  of 
his  Ex'rs  who  as  Ex'r  and  by  virtue  of  orders  from  the  widow 
has  taken  into  his  Possession  the  Personal  Estate,  for  the  Bene- 
fit of  the  widow — the  Eldest  son  who  Claims  the  Estate  has 
Complaind  to  Johnson,  who  in  Consequence  of  the  Powers  vested 
in  him,  has  Committed  this  act;  as  we  are  without  Law  and  the 
man  deprived  of  his  Liberty,  I  have  advised  an  Immediate  ap- 
plication to  you  for  Relief,  as  Johnson  pretends  to  Derive  his 
authority  under  you.  This  man  has  seized  the  property  of  sev- 
eral People  in  this  part  of  the  Country,  and  disposed  of  it,  with- 
out accounting  for  his  Conduct,  several  Cattle  he  has  killed, 
and  acts  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  Great  uneasiness  to  many 
and  unless  some  steps  are  taken  to  Restrain  him  I  fear  Bad  Con- 
sequences will  Restilt.  I  am  with  Esteem  D'r  Sir,  Your  very 
humble  Serv't 


His  Exc'y  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Thos.  Smith. 
Haverstraw  7th  (?)  l)e(;'r  1777. 
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AND    GOVEUNOIt    CLLNTON's    ANSWER. 

New  WimUiji-  Til,    |  i.,  "p   1777 
Sir, 

Complaint  is  thrs  Pay  niado  to  me  11i;it  ow  Danid  G«to\v  »t 
his  Son  are  taken  &  confined  in  (loal  al  tlic  Niw  cilv  l>v  von 
on  a  Dispute  concerning  private  Properly  and  iliai  yon  make 
a  Practice  of  taking  the  Cattle  &  EiTof^ts  belonging  (o  (]ifT<Tent 
People  &  dispose  of  them  according  to  your  own  Pleasure  pre- 
tending Authority  from  me  for  so  doing.  I  tlionforo  deem  (hat 
you  will  immediatly  transmit  to  me  tlie  Crime  if  any  fcir  whii-h 
Gerow  &  Son  are  imprisoned  &  that  you  desist  from  every  Trae- 
tice  unwarantable  by  Law  if  of  any  you  have  been  Guilty  as  you 
will  answer  the  same  at  your  Perill.     I  am 

Your  Humble  Ser't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Capt.  Johnson. 


[No.  955.] 
Brinton  Paine  Urges  that  He  Be  Exchanged  for  Jama  DcLancry. 
Provorst  Gold  New  York  Derom'r  8th  Day  1777. 

Dear  Sur,  the  many  favours  which  I  have  Kec'd  from  your 
Liberal  Hand,  Calls  upon  me  with  Gratitud  to  Kehirn  yonr  Kx- 
cellince  my  Sincear  thanks,  and  more  Especaly.  for  the  money 
which  I  Kec'd  Last  June  by  the  flagg. 

Can  Informe  you  that  for  five  months  aftei-  I  was  made  an 
prisoner  I  never  saw  one  well  Day  but  by  the  blessing  of  him 
whenc  I  rece'd  all  my  mercy,  I  am  Restored  to  perfect  Iblth 
as  I  hope  these  Lins  wil  find  you  and  all  my  frinds. 

And  must  once  more  Implore  your  Help  as  I  am  yet  Conflnd 
in  the  most  Disagrable  Situation,  my  money  being  allniost  Ex- 
hausted, Either  by  sending  in  som  t»erson  to  Exchange  for  me 
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or  sum  suplies  of  money  wliith  will  be  Gratifullv  acknowledged 
by  me.  I  have  Rec'd  many  favours  from  Jentlemen  hear  which 
I  am  Bound  to  acknowledge  more  Espicaly  for  Liberty  to  wright 
this  Letter  this  Day  to  your  Honour.  I  have  for  Some  time 
flattered  my  self  that  since  Coll.  Jams  De  Lance  is  a  prisoner 
with  you  that  their  may  be  some  acomadations  of  an  exchange 
perposed  for  me  and  one  of  our  prisoners  here  and  him  which 
I  hope  if  it  may  take  Place  will  be  Ever  acknowledged  by  your 
Sincear  frind  and  Verry  Humble  Servent 
[To  G.  C]  Briuton  Paine 

[No.  95G.] 

Preparing  for  the  Winter  at  Tallcy  Forge. 

Camp,  12  miles  from  P a  10th  dec.  1777. 

D'r  Sir,  This  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  write  you,— 

Howe  came  out  of  the  City  last  Thursday— paraded  in  our  sight 

all  day — made  several  maneuvres  to  little  purpose— «&  on  Monday 

returned  to  town— did  nothing  nor  got  nothing — our  army  Kept 

their  ground — &  there  was  only  some  skirmishing  between  us — 

its  now  said  we  are  going  into  winter  quarters,  so  as  to  cover  our 

magazines — I  hope  my  regt.  will  come  north — I  dont  like  this 

country  at  all— &  I  see  little  good  to  be  done— the  army  is  in  good 

spirits  but  naked—  (— h  work—)  when  I  see  you  Pll  tell  you  more 

— I  was  asked  several  questions  by  the  general  ab't  your  quarter, 

&  told  pretty  plainly  how  it  was — he  appears  anxiously  concerned 

ab't  it — ask'd  me  if  you  woud  take  the  command  there — I  said  I 

believed  you  woud  if  put  in  a  Situation  equal  to  the  charge — a 

Committee  of  Congress  is  now  w'h  the  General  on  matters  of 

moment.     I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  very  respectfully  D'r 

Govern'  yrs  mo.  ob.  &  oblidg'd  H  Serv' 

W.  Malcom. 
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Comp's  to  the  Gonl. — Lnni,  Dubois  i<c.—l  have  no  npj.'v  lo  write 
them. 

I  write  this  by  moon  light — Pawlintr  is  w.II. 
[To  G.  C.] 


[No.  957.] 
BRUTAL  TREATMENT  OF  AMERICAN  l»KISONi:ilS. 

Sufferings  Aboard  Prison  Ships — The  Case  of  James  DiLancey. 

Poughkeepsie  12th  Dcc'r  1777. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  informed  that  Ensign  Adanison  of 
the  British  New  Levies  who  was  taken  in  small  Schooner  in  Hud- 
son's River  by  your  Troops  &  put  on  his  Parole  absconded  \mi 
Night  from  his  Lodgings  about  Eight  Miles  West  of  this  Place 
&  it  is  supposed  is  now  on  his  Way  to  the  Enemy.  This  Breach 
of  Faith  alone  woud  Justify  the  close  Confinement  of  tlie  other 
Officers  in  our  Power  at  least  till  he  shall  be  returned;  But  when 
we  consider  the  Cruel  Treatment  of  our  Officers  who  are  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Enemy  it  becomes  an  indispensable  Duty  to  treat 
theirs  in  a  similar  Manner.  Lieut.  Colo.Livingston  who  with  Colo. 
Pawlings  &  Major  Stewart  made  their  Escape  the  lM  Instant, 
informs  me  that  for  above'three  Weeks  after  he  was  taken  he  with 
the  other  Officers  were  confined  in  the  Provost  &  not  till  the  Sur- 
render of  Burgoine  were  released  from  thence  ^:  put  on  I'arole  on 
Long  Island.*Th'at-someTime  ago  they  were  all  ivnu.v(Ml.)n  lU.;ird 


•January   16,    1777,    Congress  appointed  a  committee  of  seven   '  '  ■• 

conduct  of  the  British  and  Hessian  generals  towards  the  offlt-ers.  h  "^ 

in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  any  other  pe^^•  '    '    '  "^ 

in  their  possess  on  as  prisoners  of  war  or  otherwise,   a 

said  generals  and  officers  and  the  troops  under  their  cl;...  .   v  ° 

these  states  and  their  property,   more  especially  of  the  Biaiea  ot  N«w  Vwrk  w-d  >»» 
JcrsGy  *' 

The 'committee  consisted  of  Mr.  Chase  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Wlther.poon  of  N«w  J«««r. 
Mr.  Clark  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Lewis  of  New  York.  Mr.  Kobs  of  PcnMylrwil..  Mr. 
Haywood  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Smith. 
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of  two  Prison  Ships  about  220  in  Nunibtr  &  confined  between 
Decks;  that  their  allowance  is  2-3ds  of  a  British  Soldiers  when  at 

August  7,  1777,  Congress  authorized  Washiugton  to  negotiate  the  "  exchange  ol 
prisoners  with  the  enemy  in  such  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  he  shall  judge  expedi- 
ent, notwithstanding  the  resolution  of  Congress  respecting  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp- 
bell and  the  five  Hessian  field  officers  " — the  latter  of  whom  within  a  couple  of  weeks 
were  admitted  to  parole. 

More  or  less  correspondence  ensued  between  Washington  and  the  British  generals, 
especially  after  the  capitulation  of  Burgoyne's  army. 

November  23.  1777,  Washington,  from  his  headquarters  at  Whitemarsh,  wrote  the 
President  of  Congress: 

"  •  •  •  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  effect  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  upon  principles 
of  justice,  and  from  motives  of  humanity;  but  at  present  I  have  no  prospect  of  it. 
Yet  General  Howe  has  assured  our  oflieers  it  was  bis  wish,  and,  if  it  could  not  be 
done,  that  Ue  shculd  readily  agree  to  their  release  on  parole.  The  enclosed  copies  of 
my  letters  and  his  answer  will  show  Congress  what  has  passed  between  us  upon  that 
subject;  and.  at  the  same  time,  that  I  had  remonstrated  against  the  severe  and  cruel 
treatment  of  the  prisoners,  and  proposed  the  plan  of  sending  in  a  suitable  person  to 
inquire  into  the  facts,  before  the  rece.pt  of  their  resdut.on.  Their  suHerings,  I  am 
persuaded,  have  been  great,  and  shocking  to  humanity.  I  have  called  upon  General 
Howe  for  redress,  and  an  explicit  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  14th.  If  I  do  not  receive 
one  by  to-morrow  night  with  the  most  positive  and  satisfactory  assurances  that  a 
proper  conduct  shall  be  observed  towards  them  in  future,  we  must  retaliate,  however 
much  we  wish  to  avoid  severity,  and  measures  that  bear  the  smallest  appearance  of 
rigor  or  inhumanity.    •    •    *    •• 

February  5,  1778,  Sir  William  Howe,  in  a  letter  to  Washington,  wrote:  "  My  letter 
of  the  21st  of  April  last  explained  to  you  what  was  afTordcd  to  the  prisoners;  clothing, 
and  some  other  necessaries,  they  had  a  right  to  expect  from  those,  who  bad  been  the 
occasion  of  their  being  exposed  to  the  chance  of  captivity,  and  that  idea  I  have  ever 
understood  to  be  mutual.  But  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  I  made  to  you  upon 
that  point,  finding  that  supplies  were  not  sent  in,  my  humanity  interposed  in  behalf 
of  the  unfortunate  men  in  our  possession;  and,  on  a  late  representation  of  their  dis- 
tress, I  permitted  in  this  city  the  purchase  of  blanketing,  and  such  other  necessaries 
as  the  severity  of  the  winter  required,  and  without  which  they  must  absolutely  have 
perished. 

"  Confident  as  I  am,  that  you  will  acknowledge  this  to  be  a  just  recital  of  facts, 
I  cannot  but  think  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  farther,  either  upon  the  cruelty 
falsely  alleged  to  have  been  exercised  against  the  prisoners,  or  the  unjust  reflections 
you  have  been  so  often  induced  to  transmit  to  me  upon  that  head.  In  consideration, 
however,  of  the  real  and  unavoidable  d. stresses  of  the  prisoners  on  both  sides,  as  well 
as  to  put  an  end  to  all  fruitless  altercation  on  the  subject,  I  shall  consent  to  an 
,  immediate  exchange  of  all  prisoners  now  in  our  possession,  as  well  officers  as  private 
men,  so  far  as  the  number  of  the  latter,  and  parity  of  the  rank  of  the  former,  will 
admit.  In  the  mean  time,  I  shall  wait  the  arrival  here  of  the  British  officers,  whom 
you  have  released  upon  their  paroles,  and  shall,  without  delay,  send  an  equal  number 
to  you  in  return." 

Under  date  of  February  14.  1778,  Howe  wrote  Washington: 

"  I  have  received  the  favor  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  consequence  of 
which  I  shall  send  two  commissioners  to  meet  those  on  your  part  at  Germantown,  on 
the  day  appointed.  The  distresses,  which  from  too  good  authority  I  understand  the 
lower  class  of  prisoners  labor  under,  induce  me  to  request  you  will  give  such  direc- 
tions as  may  expedite  the  exchange  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  men, 
In  the  mode  you  have  proposed;  and  as  the  foreigners  and  British  must  be  equally 
desirous  of  their  liberty,  and  equally  considered  in  the  general  release,  I  trust  you  will 
direct  that  the  prisoners  sent  in  are  proportioned  as  nearly  as  the  numbers  of  each  in 
your  possession  and  their  situation  will  admit. 

"  With  respect  to  the  exchange  of  commissioned  officers,  you  will  permit  me  to 
premise,  that  this  must  be  governed  by  the  release  of  the  Hessian  field-officers  taken 
at  Trenton,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Archibald  Campbell  of  the  seventy-first  regiment, 
who  have  not  only  been  longest  confined,   but  have  hitherto  been  the  objects  of  par- 
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Sea  which  is  l-3d  less  than  Uuit  on  Shore  &  even  thiit  Kniall  Al- 
lowance is  unwholsome  &  bad  Provission. 
Are  we  then,  Sir,  to  submit  tamely  to  tliis? 


ticular  exception;  the  exchange  for  those  gentlemen,  as  well  as  for  the  olhcr 
will   then  take  place  as  Is  agreed  upon.    This  will  explain  the  meanlnx  of  the  para 
graph  in  my  letter  quoted  by  you,   with  respect  to  the  relennc  of  ofHccrg  uiwo  i>aroU 
prior  to   the  arrival   of   Lieutenant-Colonel   Camiibell   and   iho   Iluaalan   r  '  '     •"       ■      1 
desire  to  be  understood,  that  in  this  general  exchange  the  ofnoeni  and  )■  g- 

ing  to  the  army  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Uurgoyne,  who  were  :  ,  to 

the  convention  of  Saratoga,  are  to  be  considered  within  the  dcBcrlptlon  of  priaooer*. 
equally  with  those  of  the  army  more  immediately  under  my  commaud. 

"  It  seems  necessary,  with  regard  to  citizens,  to  postpone  the  exchnnRe  of  Ihem  until 
the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  who.  by  a  personal  discussion,  may  nnally  a«c«r(ala 
the  distinctions  and  equality  of  the  persons  to  be  exchanged.  With  due  rcsp«ci,  I  am, 
&c." 

Under  date  of  March  8,  1778.  Washington  wrote  as  follows  to  President  Laurena: 

"  In  consequence  of  the  letters,  which  have  lately  passed  between  General  Howe  and 
myself,  particularly  those  of  the  5th  and  10th  ultimo,  copies  of  which  I  bad  ibe  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  in  mine  of  the  Sth,  continued  to  the  14lh,  I  was  about  to  acnd  com- 
missioners to  meet  those  appointed  by  General  Howe  for  adjusting  the  diaputcd  polnta 
between  us,  carrying  into  execution  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  IniprovioR  the  old 
cartel,  as  far  as  it  might  be  practicable,  for  their  better  accommodation  in  fuiurv. 
This  meeting  was  to  be  on  the  10th  instant;  but,  yesterday  morning,  Duulap'a  paper 
of  the  4th  being  put  into  my  hands,  I  found  that  a  resolution  bad  been  made  on  the 
2Gth  of  February,  calling  for  all  accounts  against  prisoners  In  our  hands,  and  d«>clar- 
ing  that  no  exchange  should  take  place,  till  the  balance  duo  thereon  to  ibo  Uoliad 
States  is  discharged.  Some  of  the  States  are  not  required  to  exhibit  IheIr  claima  till 
the  1st  of  June.  The  time  that  would  be  taken  to  adjust  them,  and  maka  a  delivery 
of  the  prisoners,  would  more  than  exhaust  all  the  ensuing  summer. 

"  This  resolution  I  cannot  consider  as  an  intended  infraction  of  my  ciif •  •-  i^lth 

General  Howe;  yet  its  operation  is  diametrically  opposite  both  to  the  i  ;  "er 

of  the  propositions  made  on  my  part,   and  acceded  to  on  his.    I  suppot.  i  .iljr 

authorized  '  by  the  instructions  and  intentions  '  of  Congress  to  act  aa  I  diU,  aod  i  now 
conceive,  that  the  public  as  well  as  my  own  personal  honor  and  faith  are  plcdscd  for 
the  performance. 

"  By  the  direction  of  Congress,  I  in  the  first  instance  stipulated  with  General  How* 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  '  oflBcer  for  oflBcer,  of  equal  rank,  soldier  for  aoldier.  mod 
citizen  for  citizen.'  This  agreement  they  have  ever  approved,  and  repeatedly  declared 
their  willingness  to  carry  into  execution.  Their  resolution  of  the  :;-lth  of  March  laal 
empowered  me  (on  condition  of  General  Lee  being  declared  exchangeable i  not  onir 
to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  according  to  the  principles  and  rvKUlatlona  of 
the  cartel  before  agreed  on,  but  also  to  enter  Into  such  further  princlplea  and  rvinila- 
tions  as  should  appear  to  me  most  proper  and  advanUgeous.  A  subBequcnl  reaolulioD 
of  the  6th  of  June  holds  forth  the  same  language,  sanctions  my  conduct  .;-  '  -  •  nga 
in  the  negotiations  about  that  time  on  the  subject,   and  dlrecU  an  adh.  m. 

No   event  has   occurred  since   that  period,    by   which   I   could  conclude  any 

alteration  in  the  views  of  Congress;  so  far  from  it.  that  all  my  late  Icitera  brMtblac 
the  same  spirit  with  the  former,  and  pointedly  signifying  my  wish  to  bring  about  a 
general  exchange,  if  not  with  an  express,  at  least  met  with  a  tacit  apprvbaiioo.  0«a- 
eral  Howe  at  length,  by  profession  if  not  in  reality,  is  willing  to  perform  tho  acrw 
ment  on  the  conditions  required  by  me  and  confirmed  by  them. 

"  It  may  be  said,  that,  with  whatever  powers  I  was  orlKinully  vealed  to  neKoliaia  aa 
exchange,  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  December  last  was  an  abrUK-'n.  ..t  ,.f  it.,  in  ao 
far  as  to  annex  a  new  condition,   the  settlement  and  payment  of  .  ■>  » 

its  taking  place.    I  had  no  conception  of  this  being  the  case  In  i  ••. 

however  the   letter  may   warrant   the   construction.    Desldca   the  cvuui  of 

preventing  the  inconveniences,  necessarily  resulting  from  allowInK  the  »ko 

their  payments  in   paper  currency.   I   had   reason  to  Imagine  that  Ccn.  •  • 

army  was  more  particularly  the  object  of  the  concluding  clause.    Thin  -i  I 

the  more  readily  adopted,  for,  exclusive  of  the  affairs  of  that  army.  1  >..  ■ -^«^. 
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Are  our  OflQcers  &  Soldiers  who  become  their  Prisoners  to  be 
confined  like  Criminals  &  starved  while  theirs  go  at  large  &  exist 
on  the  Luxuries  of  our  Land  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  prevent  it. 
I  trust  not. 

that,  from  the  confused,  defective  state  of  our  accounts  relating  to  prisoners,  there 
■would  be  a  considerable  balance  in  favor  of  Mr.  Howe.  Nor  was  the  situation  of  our 
accounts  the  only  reason  for  this  belief;  the  prisoners  in  our  hands,  especially  those 
westward  of  the  Delaware,  as  I  am  informed,  have  been  in  a  great  measure  supported 
by  their  own  labor,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy,  who  have  had  agents  constantly 
among  us.  If  this  is  the  case,  the  reason  of  the  resolve  not  applying,  the  effect  ought 
not  of  course. 

"  But  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  contrary  to  our  interest  to  go  into  an  exchange,  as 
the  enemy  would  derive  more  immediate  advantage  from  it  than  we  should.  This  I  shall 
not  deny;  but  it  appeared  to  me,  that,  on  principles  of  genuine,  extensive  policy, 
independent  of  the  considerations  of  compassion  and  justice,  we  were  under  an  obliga- 
tion not  to  elude  it.  I  have  the  best  evidence,  that  an  event  of  this  kind  is  the  general 
wish  of  the  country.  I  know  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  army;  and  no  one  can  doubt, 
that  it  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the  unhappy  sufferers  themselves.  We  need  only  consult 
the  tide  of  humanity,  and  the  sympathies  natural  to  those  connected  by  the  cement  of 
blood,  interest,  and  a  common  dread  of  evil,  to  be  convinced,  that  the  prevailing  cur- 
rent of  sentiment  demands  an  exchange.  If  the  country,  the  army,  and  even  the  pris- 
oners themselves,  had  a  precise  idea  of  our  circumstances,  and  could  be  fully  sensible 
of  the  disadvantages,  that  might  attend  the  giving  our  enemy  a  considerable  reinforce- 
ment without  having  an  equivalent,  they  might  perhaps  be  willing  to  make  a  sacrifice 
of  their  feelings  to  the  motives  of  policy.  But  they  have  not  this  knowledge,  and  can- 
not be  entrusted  with  it;  and  their  reasonings,  of  necessity,  will  be  governed  by  what 
they -feel. 

"  Were  an  opinion  once  to  be  established  (and  the  enemy  and  their  emissaries  know 
very  well  how  to  inculcate  it,  if  they  are  furnished  with  a  plausible  pretext),  that  we 
designedly  avoided  an  exchange,  it  would  be  a  cause  cf  dissat  sfattion  and  disgust  to  the 
country  and  to  the  army,  of  resentment  and  desperation  to  our  captive  officers  and 
soldiers.  To  say  nothing  of  the  importance  of  not  hazarding  our  national  character  but 
upon  the  most  solid  grounds,  especially  in  our  embryo  state,  from  the  influence  it  may 
have  on  our  affairs  abroad,  it  may  not  be  a  little  dangerous  to  beget  in  the  minds  of 
our  own  countrymen  a  suspicion,  that  we  do  not  pay  the  strictest  observance  to  the 
maxims  of  honor  and  good  faith. 

"  It  is  prudent  to  use  the  greatest  caution  not  to  shock  the  notions  of  general 
justice  and  humanity,  universal  among  mankind,  as  well  in  a  public  as  a  private 
view.  In  a  business  on  the  side  of  which  the  passions  are  so  much  concerned  as  in 
the  present,  men  would  be  readily  disposed  to  believe  the  worst,  and  cherish  the  most 
unfavorable  conclusions.  Were  the  letters,  that  have  passed  between  General  Howe 
and  myself  from  first  to  last,  and  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  same  subject, 
to  be  published  with  proper  comments,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  if  the  exchange  should 
be  deferred  till  the  terms  of  the  last  resolve  were  fulfilled,  that  it  would  be  difiicult 
to  prevent  our  being  generally  accused  of  a  breach  of  good  faith.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
said,  that,  while  the  enemy  refused  us  justice,  we  fondly  embraced  the  opportunity  to 
be  loud,  persevering,  incessant  in  our  claims;  but,  the  moment  they  were  willing  to 
render  it,-  we  receded  from  ourselves,  and  started  new  difficulties.  This.  I  say.  might 
be  the  reasoning  of  speculative  minds;  and  they  might  consider  all  our  professions  as 
mere  professions;  or,  at  best,  that  interest  and  policy  were  to  be  the  only  arbiters  of 
their  validity." 

March  9.  Washington  had  written  Howe:  "  Particular  circumstances  make  it  incon- 
venient for  my  commissioners  to  meet  yours  at  the  time  appointed.  I  must  therefore 
beg  to  have  the  meeting  deferred  to  the  31st  of  March." 

In  answer  to  this,  under  date  of  Philadelphia,  .March  10,  Howe  wrote:  "  I  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing  my  surprise,  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  on  the  9th 
instant,  desiring  that  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  yourself  to  be 
on  the  day  following,  should  be  deferred,  and  to  so  remote  a  period  as  the  last  of  the 
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I  am  informed  that  a  Party  of  yours  wore  fortunate  .-nounh  to 
take  Colo.  James  De  Lancey.  This  Gentlemen,  I  am  informed  has 
broke   his    parole    once   already.     I    am    perswaded    you  wont 

month,  when  you  must  be  sensible  how  essential  this  meeting  la  to  ib«  relief  of  th« 
prisoners  on  both  sides,  and  particularly  of  those  with  you.  whoso  BUff.-rlnK.  aro 
extreme  from  the  want  of  the  necessaries  lately  intended  for  them,  wh    '    '  „,u,t 

unjustifiable  means  they   were  prevented   from   receiving.     Upon   Ih't-K.-  ■,,   i 

am  to  request  you  will  propose  some  day  in  the  ensuing  week  for  ciii  .  ...„  ,..,,;j  ib« 
business  of  the  commission. 

"  My  order  for  sending  General  Lee  to  Philadelphia  by  sea  was  prior  to  my  knowlMlK* 
of  General  Prescotfs  arrival  at  New  York;  I  have  since  signined  my  permlMlon  for 
him  to  come  hither  by  land,  accompanied  by  Major  Williams,  of  the  British  •riillery. 
agreeably  to  the  General's  own  request.  When  the  agreement  was  concluded  ui>on  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  settle  a  general  exchange.  1  expected  there  would  have  b««o 

as   much   expedition   used  in   returning  Lieutenant-Colonel   Campbell,    and   (' •    " 

field-officers,   as  in  returning  Major-General  Pfescott,   and  that  the  cartel   i 

been  finished  by  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  General  Lee.    If,  however,  then- 

any  objection  to  General  Prescotfs  remaining  at  New  York,  until  the  aforemoatioosd 

officers  are  sent  in,  he  shall,  to  avoid  altercation,  bo  returned  upon  requisition.    Wllh 

due  respect,  I  am.  Sir,  &c." 

March  12,  Washington  wrote  to  Sir  William,  from  Valley  Forge:  "  Your  letter  of 
the  10th  came  to  hand  last  night.  The  meeting  of  our  commissioners  cannot  take  place 
till  the  time  appointed  in  my  last.f 

"  I  am  not  able  to  conceive  on  what  principle  it  should  be  Imagined,  that  any  dis- 
tinction, injurious  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  ncld-offlccrs.  atlll 
exists.  That  they  have  not  yet  been  returned  on  parole  is  to  be  ascribed  solely  to  the 
remoteness  of  their  situation.  Mr.  Boudinot  informs  me,  that  he  momentarily  exp«cte 
their  arrival,  in  prosecution  of  our  engagement.  You  are  well  aware,  that  the  dis- 
tinction originally  made,  with  respect  to  them,  was  in  consequence  of  your  discrimina- 
tion to  the  prejudice  of  General  Lee.  On  your  receding  from  that  discrlmlnnilon.  and 
agreeing  to  a  mutual  releasement  of  officers  on  parole,  the  difficulty  ceased,  and 
General  Prescott  was  sent  into  New  York,  in  full  expectation,  that  Gener.il  Lcc  would 
come  out  in  return.  So  far  from  adhering  to  any  former  exception.  I  hod  particularly 
directed  my  commissary  of  prisoners  to  release  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  In  lieu  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ethan  Allen. 

"  I  wish,  Sir,  I  was  not  obliged  to  say,  that  there  are  some  amblguit'  '  "'  "  irae- 
terizing  the  measures  taken  concerning  General  Lee.  which  justify  ala:  icn, 

notwithstanding  all  that  has  passed  to  the  contrary.  I  have  now  been  a.s  .  ,,  ..  .  ..„  you 
can  desire,  on  the  subject  of  Colonel  Campball  and  the  Hessian  gentlemen;  and  I  bope 
to  find  you  as  explicit  on  the  subject  of  General  Lee.  by  giving  directions,  witbout 
further  delay,  to  liberate  him  in  place  of  General  Prescott.  General  Lcc's  request, 
mentioned  by  you,  to  be  permitted  to  come  by  land  to  Philadelphia,  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  this  requisition.  It  was  founded  upon  your  order  to  send  him  round  by  water 
to  that  place;  and,  conceiving  it  would  be  Insisted  on.  that  he  should  pass  to  Phila- 
delphia, he  preferred  the  mode  of  going  by  land,  as  the  least  Inconvcnloni  alternaiiye. 
But  the  measure  appears  to  me  wholly  improper,  and  a  departure  from  our  late  stipu- 
lation, calculated  to  impose  unnecessary  hardships  on  that  unfortunate  gentleman,  and 
to  produce  needless  procrastination,  at  least,  in  allowing  him  the  common  beneflt  of  a 
general  agreement.    W^ith  due  respect,  I  am,  &c." 

March  15,  Howe  wrote  Washington,  from  Philadelphia:    "  I  hav.  -Iter 

of  the  12th  instant,  wherein  I  observe  you  still  persevere  In  the  ;  '  U»e 

meeting  of  the  commissioners.    That  a  measure  urged  by  yourself  uo  >......■  -z,.^,.   ,uier- 

esting  to  the  unhappy  prisoners  on  both  sides,  and  In  which  I  cannot  conceive  you  to 

tThe  time  appointed  was  the  31st  of  March,   or  rather  Genera!    \'  1  It 

necessary  to  defer  the  meeting  till  that  time,  on  account  of  th'  st, 

which   made   this   postponement   necessary.    The   commissioners   \^  ^m 

Grayson.  Lieutenant-Colonels  Harrison  and  H.nmiltou.  and  T 
instructions  were  dated  on  the  2Sth  of  March,  and  they  were  emi' 
the  British  commissioners,  "  and  determine  and  agree  upon  :i  : 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war.   and  for  all  matters    ■ 

properly  contained  therein,  on  principles  of  Justice,  humanf  *<>. 

and  a.greeably  to  the  customary  rules  and  practice  of  war  aiLi-:^      .... 
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put   it  in   his  Power    to    do    it    a    second    Time.    I    have  no 
News  if  you  have  any,  pray  give  me  a  little.     Your  Sincerely 
[To  Gen.  Putnam.]  Geo.  Clinton. 


[Nos.  958-959.] 
Stipulations  for  Certain  Exchanges. 

Permission  is  granted  to  the  several  Persons  herein  after  men- 
tioned to  go  into  the  City  of  New  York  on  Board  of  the  Sloop 

with  a  Flagg,  under  the  Direction  of  Capt.  Robert  North,  Owner 
of  the  said  Sloop  with  the  Hands  mentioned  in  the  Margin  to 
assist  in  navigating  the  said  Sloop.  The  Sloop  with  the  Captain 
Sc  Hands  to  return  here  again  unmollested. 

The  Eeverend  Mr.  John  Beardsly  his  Wife  and  five  Children 
His  Negro  Wench  &  three  Negro  Female  Children  with  the  Wear- 
ing Apparel,  necessary  Bedding  for  the  Familly  &  provission  for 
their  Passage; 

ba  controlled,  should  be  thus  peremptorily  suspended  without  any  reason  assigned , 
carries  with  it  the  appearance  of  something  d.singenucus.  My  last  letter  was,  in  my 
opinion,  clear  and  explicit  on  the  subject  of  General  Lee;  and  my  proposition  concern- 
ing General  Prescott  might,  I  think,  have  obviated  any  suspicion  of  ambiguity  on  my 
part. 

"  On  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  any  officer  of  yours  of  the  same 
rank,  whom  you  may  be  pleased  to  name,  shall  be  immed.ately  released.  Mr.  Ethan 
Allen,  I  understand,  bears  the  rank  of  a  colonel.    With  due  respect,  I  am.  Sir,  &c." 

March  18,  Congress  having  considered  the  letter  which  Washington  wrote  to  the 
President,  under  date  of  March  7th  and  8th,  voted  to  suspend  the  operation  of  their 
former  resolve  in  the  present  instance,  and  authorized  General  Washington  "  to  proceed 
to  an  exchange  of  the  prisoners  then  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  without  waiting  for  a 
previous  settlement  of  accounts."  In  arranging  future  cartels  of  exchange  however, 
he  was  required  to  conform  to  the  resolves  which  ordered  a  liquidation  of  accounts  for 
the  support  of  prisoners,  before  they  could  be  exchanged. 

In  regard  to  the  letters  that  passed  between  Washington  and  Howe,  Laurens  wrote 
March  21,  that  these  documents  were  in  a  committee  "  from  whom  may  be  expected  a 
special  report  respecting  the  many  opprobrious  terms  and  epithets  scattered  throughout 
the  papers  from  Sir  William  Howe,  applied  to  the  good  people  of  these  United  States, 
and  to  the  representatives  in  Congress,  which  were  heard  by  the  House  with  great 
Indignation.  From  expressions  of  sentiment  by  members  on  all  sides  it  appears  to  be 
the  general  opinion,  that  such  papers  should  have  been  marked  with  the  contempt  of 
an  immediate  return." 

March  24,  Sir  William  Howe  wrote  to  Lord  George  Germalne:  "  The  time  appointed 
for  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  being  postponed  by  General  Washington  to  the 
31st  of  this  month,  without  assigning  any  specific  reason,  leads  me  to  believe  that 
neither  he  nor  those  under  whose  authority  he  acts,  was  sincere  In  their  professions  to 
carry  the  exchange  into  execution  at  this  time."— State  Historian.  See  pages  660 
et  leq. 
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Mr.  Henry  Vandenbcrgli  with  hie  Familly  consistiiiK  „{  h\n 
Wife,  Sarah,  his  Daughters  Sarah  and  Hester  &  two  (jr-Mid  chil- 
dren with  their  Wearing  Apparel  i^  necessary  Bt-dding  for  ilu' 
Familly  &  Provission  for  their  Passage; 

Margaret  McGraw  with  her  Wearing  Apparel  &  Effects.  .Mi«H 
Polly  Breasted  exchangeable  for  Abijah  Arden. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Clopper,  Wife  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Cloi)per  n(.w  in 
New  York  Miss  Ceaty  Clopper,  their  Daughter,  with  llifir  Familly 
consisting  of  one  Negro  Man  &  two  Negro  Female  Servanlfl  with 
all  the  Household  Furniture  &  Effects  of  the  said  Cornelius  Clop- 
per to  be  exchanged  for  the  Wife  &  Children  of  Daniel  Kappelye 
of  New  Lotts,  Long  Island,  his  Negro  Man  &  two  Negro  Fcnuile 
Servants  &  his  House  Hold  Furniture  &  Effects  of  equal  Value 
with  that  of  Mr.  Clopper  or  in  Case  Mrs.  Rappelye  shoud  not  in- 
cline to  come  out,  therefor  the  Wife  Familly  Servants  &  Effects 
of  equal  Value  of  such  other  Person  as  shall  hereafter  be  required. 
This  being  agreable  to  the  Spirit  Major  Genl.  Jones's  proponal  in 
his  Letter  to  Genl.  Putnam  Dated  the  15th  Nov'r  laf^t. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Poughkeepsie  this  13th  Day  of  De- 
cember 1777. 

Geo.  Clinton  B.  Genl.  &  Gov'r  of  the  State  nf  N.  York. 

An  Agreement  for  an  Exchange  of  the  House  flold  Furninire 
&  Effects  of  Cornelius  Clopper  &  his  Daughter  Ceaty  for  the 
Effects  of  Daniel  Kappelye  at  New  Lotts  on  Long  Island  of  equal 
Value  being  entered  into  on  the  13th  Dec'r  last.  The  same  are  to 
remain  for  that  Purpose  undisposed  of. 

Dated  at  Poughkeepsie  this  17th  Jan'y  1778. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

To  all  Concerned. 

d'd  to  Colo.  Van  Allen. 


576  Public  Papers  ob"  George  Clinton. 

Being  permitted  by  Lis  Excellency  George  Clinton  Eeqr.  Gov'r 
of  the  State  of  Xew  York  at  the  Request  of  my  Husband  Cornelius 
Clopper  to  go  into  City  of  New  York  with  my  Servants  &  Effects 
I  do  hereby  solemnly  pledge  my  Faith  &  Honor  that  agreable  to 
his  proposal  I  will  use  my  utmost  Influence  &  Endeavours  to  pro- 
cure Liberty  for  the  Wife  &  Familly  of  Daniel  Rappelye  of  New 
Lotts  on  Long  Island  to  come  out  to  this  Place  with  Servants  & 
Effects  of  equal  ^'alue  with  what  I  am  now  permitted  to  take 
or  in  Failure  of  that,  or  in  Case  Mrs.  Rappelye  shall  not  incline 
to  come  out  I  will  then  either  procure  Liberty  for  such  other 
Familly  to  come  out  (with  Effects  of  equal  Value)  as  shall  be  here 
after  required  by  the  Gov'r  of  the  said  State  for  the  Time  being 
or  Return  my  self  with  the  Servants  &  Effects  which  I  am  now 
permitted  to  take  with  me  or  Servants  &  Effects  of  equal  Value 
if  required.  Given  under  my  Hand  at  Poughkeepsie  this  13th 
Dec'r  1777. 

I  the  Subscriber  being  permitted  by  his  Excellency  George 
Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  go  into  New 
York  with  my  Furniture  &  Effects  to  [do]  pledge  my  Faith  & 
Honor  to  rotnrn  with  Effects  of  equal  Value  if  the  above  Promise 
&  Stipulation  made  by  Mother  shall  not  be  duely  performed. 
Given  under  mv  Hand  this  1.3th  Dec'r  1777. 


Being  permitted  by  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq'r 
Gov'r  of  the  State  of  New  York  (at  the  Request  of  my  Husband 
Mr.  Cornelius  Clopper)  to  go  into  the  City  of  New  York  with 
iny  Servants  and  Effects  I  do  hereby  solemnly  pledge  my  Faith 
and  Honor  that  agreable  to  his  proposal  I  will  use  my  Utmost 
Influence  and  Endeavours  to  procure  Liberty  for  the  Wife  & 
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Family  of  Daniel  Rappclyo  at  New  Lotts  on  L(iii;;  iHhmd  to 
come  out  to  this  Place  with  Servants  &  EITerts  of  tM|njil  Vulne 
to  what  I  am  now  permitted  to  lake  wiih  me  <»r  in  Kailurt* 
or  in  Case  Mrs.  Rappelye  shall  not  incline  to  conic  out  then  I 
will  either  procure  Liberty  for  such  other  I'aiuily  to  come  out 
(with  Servants  &  Effects  of  equal  Value)  as  shall  he  ht-reaftcT 
required  by  the  Governor  of  the  said  State  for  tlie  Time  heln^ 
or  Return  myself  with  the  Servants  and  KITects  wliicli  I  am 
now  permitted  to  take  with  uu'  or  otheis  of  e(iiial  \;iliie  if  n- 
quired.    Given  undtr  my  Hand  at  r<!n^dd<eeps:e  tliis  i:;ili  D.iy  of 

Dec'r  1777. 

Cath  ClopiHT. 

I  the  Subscriber  being  permitted  by  his  Excellency  George 
Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  \ii)  into  the 
City  of  New  York  with  my  Furniture  &  Effects  do  hereby  pledtje 
my  Faith  &  Honor  to  return  to  this  Place  with  Furniture  and 
Effects  of  equal  Value  if.  the  above  promise  &  Stipulation  made 
&  subscribed  by  my  Mother  shall  not  be  duely  performed.  Given 
under  my  Hand  this  13th  Day  of  Dec'r  1777. 

Kitty  Clopper. 


[No.  9fi0.] 
Christopher  Tappen  Utters  a  Series  of  Complainls. 

Rochester  Dec'r  i:'.ih   1777. 
D'r  Brother,  Yours  of  the  1st  Instant  I  rec'd.     It  pave  me 
pleasure  to  hear  that  you  and  your  Family  were  well.    I  and  my 
Family  enjoy  (thanked  be  God)  a  good  Share  of  health. 

I  wrote  to  you  some  time  in  the  latter  End  of  November  last 
which  I  suppose  you  have  not    received-among   other    things 
therein  I  mentioned  a  Request  of  my  Father  in  Law  for  30  or  40 
37 
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Hides  wliicli  are  at  Hnrly— which  he  want  to  purchase  or  Tan 
for  the  half  if  yon  won'd  be  land  enonfj;h  to  procure  an  Order 
or  ^Mve  one  on  the  Connnissary  for  that  purpose.  I  also  told 
you  that  I  had  resolved  to  Build  next  Summer  in  Kingston,  on 
which  Subject  I  bagg'd  your  Opinion.  I  do  assure  you  this  mat- 
ter gives  me  concern — to  live  in  the  manner  we  do  at  present  is 
very  lueomfortable  and  very  Expensive — this  needs  no  Argument 
to  convince  you  of,  as  you  daily  experience  the  same,  The  people 
in  this  quarter  seem  to  be  infatuaged;  they  think,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  to  breed  a  Famine  by  Ingrose'g  the  necessaries  of  Life  or 
detaining  them,  by  asking  such  a  price  that  it  is  impossible  to 
Buy  them,  I  cou'd  wish  the  Legislature  wou'd  at  their  next 
Sessions  provide  some  means  to  remedy  this  evil;  if  they  do  not 
Genl.  ITow  may  lay  Still  and  laugh  at  us.  and  we  will  soon  make 
a  Conquest  for  him.     I  am  yours  Affectionately 

Christ'r  Tappen. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Yoi'k. 


Governor    Clinton    Directs    the   Legislature   to    Convene   January 

5th,  1778. 
*By  His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New-York,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
Militia,  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
L.  S. 

The  Honorable  the  Congress  having  by  sundry  Resolutions, 
recommended  several  important  Matters  to  the  Consideration  of 
the  different  States:     The  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State, 


•From  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


Public  Papers  of  Geouge  Clinton. 


r.70 


are  therefore,  hereby  required  to  meet  at  PouKhkcopeie.  in 
Dutchess  County,  on  Monday  th..  fifll,  Day  <,f  January  n.-xt.  ,o 
proceed  on  Business;  of  which  all  Ih,.  j.o„d  P.o,.l..  <,f ',bis  State 
are  to  take  Notice,  and  -ovei-n  themselves  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  n(  Arms,  al  IVnKhkoe,>Hio 
aforesaid,  the  fifteenth  Day  of  D-.-nnher,  in  Iho  V.ar  of  our 
Lord,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

God  save  the  People. 


[No.  961.] 
Governor  TrumhuU  Reports  a  Hemy  Shipnwut  of  <^nlt. 

Lebanon  15th  Decem'r  1777. 
Sir,  Your  Favour  inclosing  the  Copy  of  Mr.  Danl.  Rol.cr.lraii-s 
Letter  came  to  hand  this  Day. 

Mr.  Peter  Colt  D.  C.  G.  of  Purchases  in  tliis  1 ).  partnu-ni  <am<' 
to  me  yesterday— Informs  That  17,000  bushels  of  Salt  was  mov- 
ing from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  middle  states— 
another  quantity  is  removed  from  Hartford  foi-\\ard— hope  the 
necessities  in  that  quarter  will  be  soon  supplied— shall  can'fully 
attend  whatever  belongs  to  me.  I  am,  with  great  Esteem  & 
Regard  Sir  Your  most  Obedient  hble.  Servant 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton.  Jon'th  Trumbull. 

[No.  9G2.] 

ABUSES  UNDER  FLAGS  OF  TKICE. 

Colonel  Hughes  Calls  Governor  Clinton's  Attention  to  the  Matttr 

and  the  Latter  Expresses  His  Sentiments. 

Fishkill,  Kllh  Deer   1777. 
My  dear  Governour,  I  feel  myself  so  much  concerned  for  the 
pernicious  Consequences  of  this  Flagging  Business  that  I  cannot 
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be  silent.  It  is  indeed  become  a  trading  affair.  Bogardus's 
Sloop  came  up  on  Sunday,  when  I  happen'd  to  be  at  the  Land- 
ing, and  heard  him  giving  very  agreeable  Accts.  of  the  People's 
Situation,  and  the  Treatment  he  receiv'd  &c;  that  he  was  per- 
mitted to  go  where  he  chose,  having  a  Soldier  with  him,  and 
permitted  to  purchase  what  he  wanted.  But  this  last  he  did 
not  confess  to  me,  I  learnt  it  since,  and  from  one  that  sent  by 
him,  and  declar'd  to  a  Friend  that  he  intended  to  send  for  more. 
I  will  not  offer  your  Excellency  such  an  Insult  to  your  Under- 
standing, as  to  mention  the  Consequences  of  such  a  Commerce. 
They  are  too  obvious  to  require  it.  And,  with  Submission  I 
offer  it,  I  think  such  a  Person  as  Bognrdus  (either  Father,  or 
Son)  unfit  to  go  with  a  Flagg,  if  allow'd  to  go  on  Shore. 

Neither  of  them  being  capable  of  giving  proper  Answers  there, 
nor  when  they  return.  Indeed  Sir,  if  a  stop  be  not  speedily 
put  to  these  Clandestine  Proceedings,  I  am  apprehensive  we 
shall  have  ample  cause  for  Repentance. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  late  News- 
paper from  N.  Y.  by  the  above  Flagg,  and  to  be,  with  the  great- 
est Respect,  My  Dear  Governour  your  most  obedient 

Hugh  Hughes. 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  am  told  Borgadus  is  gone  again  this  Morning,  but 
know  not  the  Truth  of  it.     H.  H. 


[Dec.  16,  1777.] 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  oblidged  to  you  for  your  Letter  of  this  Date 

with   the   News   Paper   inclosed.     Your   Sentiments   respecting 

the  frequent  &  unguarded  Business  of  flagging  I  have  from  the 

Beginning  much  dreaded  &  opposed  it.    The  first  went  from 
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Albany  by  Permission  of  Geul.  Gates  for  Stores  &  MediciiU'S  for 
the  British  Hospital  there.  The  next  was  from  N.  YciiU  to 
Albany  for  the  same  Purpose.  Tliese  It  was  nut  \\\\  hmv  tn 
interfere  with  tho  indeed  I  made  them  uiildiid  !'."»  I!:irls  Flour 
&  deliver  up  some  Hard  Cash.  All  the  Rest,  two  oul.v  excepted, 
with  Cloathing  &  Necessaries  for  the  Prisoners  taken  at  Fort 
Montgomery  were  by  Permission  of  Genl.  Putnam  to  <jbHdge 
Tory  Ladies  or  in  Consequence  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  for  Transporting  Tory  Women  &  Children  with  wliich 
I  was  under  a  Necessity  of  complying  tho  ag't  my  I ucli nation, 
but  in  every  Instance  in  which  I  was  concerud  I  gave  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Flagg  to  a  careful  Officer  «&  positive  Orders  ag't 
Trafick.  Upon  the  whole  I  am  determined  as  far  as  my  Author- 
ity or  Influence  will  extend  they  shall  be  used  to  put  a  Total 
stop  to  a  Practice  I  utterly  disaprove;  &  be  assured  Sir  that 
every  Hint  you  may  think  proper  to  give  in  Respect  to  any 
publick  Matter  will  be  rece'd  as  from  a  Faithfull  Friend  to  your 
Most  Obed't  Serv't 

trP;!i  [«-C-] 

[To  Col.  Hughes.] 


[No.  963.] 
LIEUTENANT  ADAMSON  RECAPTURED. 

Together  with  a  Number  of  Recreant  Tories— Pithy  Comments  of 
General  Putnam— Oovernor  Clinton's  Opinion. 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  M:  General  Putnam  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency  that  Thomas  Murphey  which  is  sent  up  with  the  rest 
of  the  Prisoners,  was  taken  the  same  Evening  tluit  Colonel 
Delancy  was  &  that  he  has  been  all  Summer  with  the  Enemy,  but 
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I  believe  never  lulisted.     I  am  witli  Esteem  your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed't  Hble.  Serv't 

T:  Yates  Aid  de  Camp 

17  Decem'i'  1777. 

P.  S.     The  Genl.  has  had  a  very  bad  Character  of  Murphey. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton.  T:  Y. 


Head  Quarters,  Sawpitts  IGlh  Decem'r  1777. 

William  Adamson  of  the  Kew  York  A'olunteers,  taken  in  a 
Small  Vessle,  when  the  Enemy  went  up  the  North  River  towards 
Albany;  and  Liberated  on  his  Parole,  by  Order  M:  Genl.  Putnam, 
did  on  the  Evening  of  the  13th  Inst,  abscond  from  his  Quarters, 
and  P>r('ak  his  Parole,  was  yesterday  taken  at  mile  Square, 
within  the  Enemy's  Lines,  on  his  way  from  where  he  was  Parol'd 
to  New  Y''ork,  in  Company  with  several  other  Persons,  from 
near  the  place  where  he  was  Quarterd — his  Reasons  (he  says) 
for  his  coming  away,  was  that  Dr.  Forman  made  a  Complaint 
to  the  Commissioners,  that  he  had  used  him  111,  cK:  the  Committee 
heard  the  matter  and  Clear'd  the  S'd  Adamson,  he  also  says 
that  the  People  ab't  Poughkeepsie,  Says  there  goes  the  Damn'd 
Rascall,  and  he  ought  to  have  his  Brains  knock'd  out. 

The  General  ask'd  the  Prisoner,  who  bro't  the  men  which  were 
taken  with  him  from  Poughkeepsie;  or  who  ])ersuaided  them — • 
the  Prisoner  very  Impertinantly  said  he  did  not  choose  to  ;uiswer 
the  Genl.  any  Questions. 

Thomas  O'Bryant  of  Dutchess  County;  says  he  Left  home 
soon  after  sowing  time,  and  went  to  N:  York — for  some  cloaths 
which  had  been  taken  from  liiiii  by  Robt.  Simmonds,  got  part 
of  his  tilings,  and  went  home;  about  8  Weeks  ago,  and  there 
kept  conceal'd  untill  he  met  with  the  above  Adamson,  at  Mr. 
Gleanes's;  about  one  mile  this  side  Croton  Bridge.     He  says 
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a  Guide  came  and  Luld  him  llial  Adamsdij  was  to  Im«  iIutc,  I  hat 
all  the  men  taken  with  him  were  (here,  (a(  CJh'aiH'h'n);  be  su.vk 
Adamson  had  no  horse,  but  tlie  (luidc  hrd'i  iiini  a  I  Say  one,  wliicli 
Belongs  to  Danl.  Wright  at  Fisli  Kill;  Mm-v  caiiK'  all  llu*  way 
from  Gleanes's  house  in  the  niglil,  and  fiihiidfij  lo  po  into  N: 
York,  when  he  went  in  tirsi,  ah't:  lid  uwu  went  \siili  lilin.  to 
Join  the  King's  Army — two  Northops,  one  BaiU'\  from  (.on 
landts  Mannor,  and  iSam'l  Moscly;  the  tdliers  he  docs  m.i 
Remember,  but  heard  there  was  a  Company  going  and  thoi 
he  would  go  with  them — to  get  his  Cloatlis; — he  was  in  iln- 
10  month  Service  under  Genl.  McDougall,  and  a  fortnight  or 
thre  Weeks  with  the  Militia  last  Winter,— says  the  Keasou  he 
Resisted  and  fired  at  our  Party  when  taken  was  because  he 
was  Drunk.  ' 

William  Smith  of  Dutchess  County  was  taken  by  some  of  tuir 
Parties  at  North  Castle  Last  May,  and  made  his  Escape  from 
a  Vessle  Laying  in  Hudson's  River  off  Poughkeepsie,  has  been 
taken  by  the  Americans  four  Different  times  &  made  his  escape- 
says  the  first  time  he  ever  saw  Adamson,  was  at  mile  Scjuare 
at  the  house  which  he  was  taken  in— says  he  belongs  to  Col. 
Fannings  corps,  and  got  Liberty  to  come  over  the  Bridge  to 
get  some  milk  &  fresh  meat— for  which  Purpose  he  Disguis'd 
himself  in  a  Peasants  Dress;  says  that  Isaac  \\asliburn  came 
out  with  him  and  was  at  the  [house]  with  liim  when  taken. 

Isaac  Washburn, of  North  Castle,  went  to  the  Enemy  Last  May, 
and  Inlisted  in  Col:  Fanning's  Corps,  he  came  over  the  Bridge 
yesterday  morning,  with  the  ai)Ove  Smith  (note;  Smith  says  they 
came  over  Sunday  night,  &  Washburn  says  Monday  morning  but 
both  agree  they  came  together),  Washburn  says  he  Intended  to 
come  up  to  North  Castle,  but  had  no  Furlough  from  his  oflker— 
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the  first  time  he  saw  any  of  these  men  (taken  with  him)  was 
yesterday  morn'g  the  time  they  were  taken  and  declares  he  never 
heard  anything  of  any  of  them  coming. 

Tom  a  negro,  belongs  to  Col:  Humphreys  Left  his  master  on 
Friday  night,  but  that,  Wm.  Smith  sent  for  him  Last  fall  &  told 
him  he  must  go  to  the  Kings  Troops  for  the  Rebels  would  be 
cunquerd ;  and  that  all  the  negroes  must  be  Given  to  the  King,  one 
of  Joe  Harrison's  Negroes  came  to  him  last  Thirsday  ^Yeek,  and 
told  him  that  Wm.  Smiih  was  come  out  from  N:  Y:  and  that  he 
must  go  &  see  him,  which  he  did.     Smith  told  him  that  he  must 
go  to  N:  Y:  or  else  the  next  Spring  he  Should  be  taken,  there  and 
Kiird;  Says  that  Smith  told  him  Genl.  Washington  was  taken 
with  7,000  men  and  brot  into  N:  Y:  before  he  come  away  from 
there;  he  also  desir'd  the  S'd  Tom  to  go  Round  amongst  the  Boys 
in  the  Neighborhood  and  ask  which  of  them  would  go  to  the 
Enemy,  (meaning  the  Kings  Troops);  the  S'd  Smith  told  him, 
that  if  he  would  go  to  N:  Y:  he  should  be  free,  &  have  a  Dollar 
a  Day  for  his  work — and  also  that  the  negroes  master  Col.  Hum- 
phrys  would  that  Evening  which  was  Last  Friday  night,  with 
all  his  Silver  money  &  Guns,  after  which  he  went  off  with  S'd 
Smith  into  the  mountains,  together  with  O  Bryan,  Washburn, 
Okerly,  (who  made  his  escape  yesterday),  the  above  Adamson 
who  Smith  fetch'd  from  Poughkeepsie  directly;  after  the  party 
Dei)arted    from    the    mountains — the    Bay    horse    mentiond    in 
O  Bria^nt's  Examination,  was  stole  from  Danl.  Wright,  by  S'd 
O  Bryant,  and  Akerly  and  bro't  to  them  upon  the  March; — they 
came  to  an  old  man's  house  in  a  Mountain  and  ask'd  him,  if  he 
had  any  N'ictuals;  he  answer'd  no  upon  which  Smith  and  Akerly, 
went  out  &  Immediately  got  some  Beef,  which  appeard  to  have 
been  Buried  under  the  Leaves.'    Smith  was  call'd  their  head 
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Pilot,— had  a  Pistol  &  0  Hriaiit  one,  Wjislil.uin  a  Ciiii.  .^-  Ak.rly 
one — they  kejjt  in  the  woods  tli:il  iii^lil,  Washlnirii  I'IUiUmI  wntw 
of  'em  in  the  Woods  Satui-day  ni;^hl ;  on  SuiKhiy  (hey  Lay  con- 
ceald  in  the  Mountains  all  day,  and  in  the  Hvinin^  iiiar<  lid  olT 
towards  N:  Y:  and  never  stoj/d  untill  they  aniv'd  at  the  Iioubp 
in  which  they  was  taken. 

Manual  Marquis  belongs  to  ITansy  Wilson  of  Iloinwcll  al»*t 
12  miles  above  Fish  Kill,  give  the  Same  account  of  the  otbi-r 
negro  Tom  which  makes  it  unnecessary  to  Recite  it. 

Isaac  Wall,  a  Serv't  to  Adamson,  was  taken  up  the  RIvit  with 
him,  says  Adamson  never  mentiond  goijijr  to  N:  V:  to  liiin  untill 
he  was  Just  going  off— a  Lying  rascall  Like  his  master,  will  tell 
nothing  but  what  he  knows  is  an  absolute  falsehood. 

Sampson  Smith,  Brother  to  William  Smith  'tho  he  Deniea  it 
&  says  he  never  saw  him,  the  Latter  part  of  his  Story  ab't  as 
true  as  the  former. 

Thomas  Miles,  a  person  who  says  he  works  ab't  the  Country, 
and  has  no  particular  home,  says  he  saw  Adamson, William  Smith 
and  the  other  persons  before  Examin'd  at  Oswego  and  Sampson 
Smith  at  the  Highlands,  who  ask'd  him  if  he  would  not  go  bi-low, 
on  which  he  enquired  where  his  Brother  Wm.  was,  he  told  him 
he  had  Just  gone  down,  &  if  he  would  come  along  soon  tb.-y 
would  overtake  him  by  night  on  which  he  came  along  and  over- 
took them  on  the  mountains  in  the  High  Lauds,  and  cam.'  on 
thro  the  W^oods  Living  in  Rocks,  Dens  &  mountains;  tluy  Lay 
Conceald  in  the  day  &  march'd  in  the  night-some  of  the  nun 
had  Horses  but  he  did  not  know  where  they  got  them;  O  Hryan 
brot  one  &  Washburn  the  other. 

The  Former  is  the  exact  account  the  Prisoners  gave. 

Attest— D:  Putnam. 
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Poughkeepsie  18th  Dec'r  1777. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  yours  of  the  16th  Inst. 
I  am  happy  in  the  Recapture  of  Adamson  &  the  Vilians  who 
accompanied  him,  and  as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  this  Place  I  will 
see  that  they  be  properly  secured  &  dealt  with  according  to  their 
respective  Crimes. 

Colonels  Webb's  &  Eli's*  Misfoituni'  gives  me  real  Concern;  the 
Fate  of  the  Former  I  particularly  lament  as  a  Friend  as  well 
as  a  valuable  Officer.  I  sincerely  Hope  Genl.  Parsons  has  mett 
with  the  Success  you  have  Reason  to  expect  &  shall  impatiently 
wait  a  Confirmation  of  the  Account  respecting  him. 

It  is  my  Opinion  that  we  must  get  the  Troops,  at  least  a  Part 
of  them,  nearer  the  Works  to  be  erected  for  the  Defence  of  Hud- 
son's River  than  either  Fish  or  Peekskill;  however  this  can  be 
better  determined  when  I  shall  have  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you, 
which  will  be  as  soon  as  you  let  me  know  you  are  at  New  Wind- 
sor. I  expect  the  Council  of  Safety  at  this  Place  this  or  the 
Beginning  of  next  Week  when  I  shall  propose  to  them  the  Pro- 
priety of  raising  a  Regt.  in  the  State  &  shoud  be  glad  to  have 
Colo.  Ludington's  Plan.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[To  Gen.  Putnam.]  [G.  C] 


[No.  964.] 

GEORGE  CLINTON'S  POOR  JUDGMENT  OF  PUTNAM. 

Requests  General  Gates  To  Inspect  the  Defences  of  tU-  Hudson  Before 

He  Proceeds  To  Congress. 

Poughkeepsie  17th  December  1777. 
D'r  Sir,  It  is  some  Time  since  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your 
Letter  of  the  30th  Nov'r  inclosing  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
for  obstructing  the  Navigation  of  Hudson's  River  &  securing  the 


•See  Clinton  to  Col.  Malcom,  page  607  et  seq. 
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Passes  of  the  Highlands,  &  thereby  the  Coinnmnication  bitween 
the  Eastern  &  Southern  States.  But  a  bad  State  of  Health  under 
which  I  then  laboured  prevented  my  answering'  it  before  thin 
and  I  am  not  yet  perfectly  recovered  I  diire  not  venture  on  a 
Journey  or  I  woud  do  myself  the  pleasure  (I  have  nnKh  wiKhed 
for)  of  waiting  upon  you  at  Albany  to  confer  with  &  take  your 
Directions  on  this  very  Important  Business.  In  my  last  I  men- 
tioned the  little  I  had  been  able  to  Effect  which  I  am  ph-ased  to 
find  has  your  Approbation.  Much  more  might  have  been  done 
had  that  Attention  been  paid  to  the  Business  by  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  this  Divission  which  in  iny  Humble  Opinion  itH 
Importance  justly  demanded.  A  few  of  the  Militia  only  which 
you  sent  from  Albany  with  those  of  Colo.  Du  Bois's  Kegimeut 
who  escaped  from  Fort  Montgomery  about  70  Connecticut  Mil- 
itia &  a  Regiment  I  embodied  in  this  State  were  assigned  fur 
this  Work.  The  Rest  of  the  Troops  were  drawn  oil  lo  White 
Plains  &  the  Adjacent  Neighbourhood  on  the  Sound  where  they 
yet  continue  with  Genl.  Putnam  for  what  i'urpose  he  best 
knows.  The  Militia  that  came  from  the  Northward  were  wuru 
out  with  the  Fatiggues  of  the  Campaign  &  their  lung  March 
hither  &  the  Time  w'hich  they  were  engaged  to  serve  expired  the 
first  of  this  Month,  &  before  Avhich  we  were  so  illy  provided  with 
Teems,  Tools  &  materials  that  very  little  indeed  coud  be  done 
for  want  of  them.  And  at  this  Day,  Du  Bois's  broken  regiment 
are  the  only  Troops  we  have  which  so  far  from  being  sunu-ient 
to  carry  on  Works  are  too  weak  to  mount  the  necessary  Guards. 
The  Materials  you  have  been  pleaded  to  order  down  &  th<'  Steps 
taken  with  Respect  to  the  Ship  Carpenters  for  Building  of  Float- 
ing Batteries  &c.  are  indeed  essential  but  in  our  present  Situa- 
tion, (without  Troops  &  Money*  Ever^ceJhejeduction_of  Fort 

•  Tbe  balance  of  this  sentence  la  marked  through  wUh  a  p«n. 
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Montgomery  The  little  Army  under  my  immediate  Command  have 
subsisted  on  Credit  alone  &  this  is  at  lenghth  greatly  impaired  by 
l)eing  unable  to  make  Payments  punctually  at  the  Time  agreed 
upon.  ^Miile  I  had  Reason  to  expect  you  in  this  Quarter  after 
you  had  adjusted  the  Business  of  the  Northern  Department  which 
I  readilly  conceived  woud  require  your  personal  Attendance  at 
Albany  I  was  contented  to  strugle  with  many  Inconveniences  in 
Hopes  they  woud  be  but  of  short  Duration.  But  since  I  have 
heard  of  your  Intentions  to  go  to  the  Southward  (In  Consequence 
of  your  late  Appointment  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  New 
Board  of  War  on  which  Honorable  Testimony  of  Confidence  & 
Respect  paid  to  you  by  the  Representatives  of  a  Free  People 
accept  my  most  sincere  Congratulations)  I  realy  despair  of  seeing 
the  Intentions  of  Congress  fulfilled. 

The  Completion  of  the  necessary  Works  in  Season  will  not  only 
require  more  Men  than  I  have  in  my  power  to  command  but  a 
Person  better  quallified  for  the  Task  than  I  am  to  take  the  Direc- 
tion of  them.  Not  mention  the  unavoidable  Delays  that  will 
occassioned  in  the  executing  of  Business  of  this  kind  by  the 
Absence  of  the  Commanding  OflScer  of  the  Divission  whose  Orders 
are  always  better  obeyed  &  who  not  being  Subject  to  the  Con- 
troul  of  a  Superior  can  act  more  deciseively.  Were  you,  Sir,  only 
to  be  here  only  for  a  few  Days  before  you  set  out  for  the  South- 
ward or  on  your  Way  thither  I  am  perswaded  it  woud  be  of  great 
Service;  it  woud  at  least  enable  you  to  put  Things  in  a  proper 
Train;  see  what  is  wanting  which  you  might  be  able  to  sujiply 
when  at  Congress.  In  Expectation  therefore  of  seeing  you  here 
in  a  short  Time  I  remain  D'r  Sir  with  particular  Regard  &  Esteem 

Your  Affectionate  Humble  Serv't 

G.  C. 
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P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  the  above  I  have  received  a  Li-ttcr  from 
Genl.  Putnam  in  which  he  informs  me  thai  hi-  iH  directed  hy  U'm 
Excellency  Genl.  Washington  to  direct  his  future  Vit-WH  Holt-ly  to 
the  Works  in  the  River  &  that  he  intends  marchinj,'  hiii  Troo{iii 
up  in  a  few  Days  to  Peeks  or  FishUill  for  th;it  ruri.usc.  Thin 
may  help  something;  but  however  a  good  Man  &  brave  Soldier  be 
may  be  (in  Confidence  I  say  it)  he  is  not  calculated  for  the  ("ou- 
ducting  of  this  Business.  I  wish  therefore  as  murh  us  evi-r  to 
Bee  you  were  it  but  for  a  Day  or  two. 
[To  General  H.  Gates.] 


GEORGE  CLINTON  SUGGESTS  WEST  POINT. 

Becommends  the  Construction  of  a  Strong  Fortress  at  That  Spot — 

Reasons  for  the  Loss  of  the  Highland  Forts. 

Poughkeepsie  20th  December  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  not  honored  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter 

of  the  3d  Instant  before  Friday  last.    I  am  truly  sensible  that  the 

.  Security  of  the  North  River  is  a  matter  of  the  uiniust  luiportauce 

to  the  United  States  in  the  present  War  &  that  the  Safeiy  of  this 

State  in  a  more  particular  manner  depends  upon  it.    It  gives  me 

real  Concern  therefore  that  so  little  has  been  yet  done  to  effect 

it.    Works  are  laid  out  &  began  to  defend  the  Chevaux-Dc-Frire 

&  something  done  towards  finishing  &  sinking  such  of  them  as 

were  not  compleated  when  the  Enemy  came  up  the  River  and 

these  are  the  only  steps  that  have  hitherto  been  taken. 

When  the  Enemy  left  the  River  it  was  my  Oppinion  that  aii 

many  of  the  Troops  from  the  Northern  Department  should  be 

sent  to  reinforce  the  Grand  Army  under  your  Excellency 's  more 

immediate   Command   as   cou'd    be   possibly   spared.    That   do 


."00  PuHLir    P.M'K'IS    OF    r.KOnr.R    rLINTON, 

-rcntor  niiiiiber  shoii'd  be  left  in  tliis  QucOi-ter  Hum  what  wou'd 
lie  barely  sufficient  to  cover  the  Country  which  is  more  immedi- 
ately exposed  to  the  Ravages  of  the  Enemy,  to  assure  them 
from     sending    large    Reinforcements    to    General     Howe    & 
to     carry     on     the    Necessary     works     for    the     Security     of 
the    River,    one    Brigade    of    Continental    Troops    with    the 
Militia    then    iji    service    &    such  of    this    State    as    I    should 
be  able  to  call- out  I   conceive  fully  sufficient  for  these  Pur- 
poses.   Two  small  New  Hampshire  Militia  Regiments  which  were 
sent  down  from  the  Northward  by  Gen'l  Gates  about  70  Connecti- 
cut Militia  and  those  of  Colo.  Du  Bois— who  escaped  from  Fort 
Montgomery— &  a  Regiment  of  Militia  of  this  State  wereassigned 
for  the  Works.    The  rest  of  the  Troops  consisting  of  General  War- 
ner's Brigade  of  Militia  (which  arrived  earliest)  General  Parson's 
Brigade  and  some  Connecticut  Militia  were  drawn  off  to  King's 
Street  and  the  adjacent  Neighborhood  on  the  Sound  under  the 
immediate  Command  of  General  Putnam.    It  was  late  before  the 
Militia  from  the  Northward  arrived,  and  they  were  worn  out  with 
the  Fateigues  of  the  Campaign  and  their  long  march  hither.    The 
time  for  which  they  were  engaged  in  the  Service  expired  the  first 
of  this  Month,  and  of  those  of  this  State  the  15th  and  while  they 
were  with  us  The  Want  of  Tools  &  Materials  was  such  as  to  pre- 
vent their  being  employed  to  any  degree  of  advantage.    Du  Bois's 
Regiment  are  the  only  Troops  on  the  Spot  at  present  which  are 
by  No  means  sufficient  lo  Mount  the  Necessary  Guards  of  Course 
the  Works  are  entirely  neglected. 

The  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  November  for  regain- 
ing the  Forts  and  Passes  on  Hudson's  River  &  securing  the  Com- 
munication thereof  vested  General  Gates  with  such  Ample  Powers 
for  drawing  Supplies  of  Men  &  Materials  from  New  Jersey  and 
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the  different  States  Eastward  thai  soinciiiin;^  L'sseniial  m  gUt  yui 
have  been  done  towards  the  Completion  of  tliis  Important  Hu*!- 
ness  before  the  opening  of  the  Spring  would  betake  upon  hinwelf 
the  Direction  of  it;  But  as  (I  nnderstand)  that  Gentleman  pr«»poiiei 
taking  his  seat  at  the  Board  of  War  agreeable  to  his  late  appoint- 
ment those  Resolutions  as  they  apply  to  liiin  iiarlicniarly  will 
loose  their  intended  effect,  and  tho'  I  learn  by  a  Jvotter  I  receive*! 
from  General  Putnam  accompanying  that  from  your  Kxeelleucy 
that  he  is  directed  to  turn  his  Views  in  Future  to  the  Object  yet 
(however  capable  he  may  be  for  the  task)  1  fear  he  will  fall  8horl 
in  the  Execution  of  it  unless  he  shall  bo  able  to  command  the 
same  Aids  at  least  which  Gen'l  Gates  was  impowered  to  do. 

I  am  clearly  of  Oppinion  that  a  strong  Fortress  ought  to  be 
erected  either  on  the  opposite  Side  of  the  Creek  from  where  Fort 
Montgomery  stood  or  at  the  West  Point  opposite  Fort  Consiitu- 
tion.  The  latter  I  prefer  as  the  most  defensible  Ground  and  be 
cause  the  Navigation  of  the  River  there  is  more  ditlieult  &  uncer 
tain  and  the  River  something  narrower  than  it  is  at  tin-  former 
place.  A  new  chain  should  be  procured  (if  possible)  &  with  the 
Boom  which  is  nearly  completed  stretched  across  the  River.  TIiIm 
with  a  Floating  Battery  or  two  &  some  Gun  Boats  I  am  ])er8uaded 
would  answer  the  purpose  effectually  and  in  this  opinion  I  am 
confirmed  as  the  Enemy  chose  to  risque  every  Thing  for  the  Re- 
duction of  Fort  Montgomery  rather  than  to  attempt  passing  it 
with  their  shipping  while  in  our  Possession.  If  the  West  I'oiut 
should  be  the  place  fixed  upon  it  might  be  of  great  advantage  t« 
erect  a  small  strong  work  on  the  high  Point  on  the  opposite  Shore 
a  little  above  Fort  Constitution. 

As  to  the  Management  in  this  Department  of  which  your  Excel- 
lency desires  my  sentiments,  I  am  constrained  to  say  (but  I  wish 
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it  may  be  considered  as  in  Confidence)  we  liave  either  been  very 
unfortunate  or  it  has  not  been  ns  wise  as  might  be  wished.  Pru- 
dent Management  of  our  small  Force  in  my  humble  Oppinion 
would  have  saved  the  Forts,  tho'  perhaps  with  the  far  less 
Important  Loss  of  the  Continental  Village.  By  loosing  the  Forts 
the  Village  fell  of  course.  It  is  true  a  few  stores  were  moved 
from  thence  &  saved  but  I  dare  say  not  of  equal  Value  with  those 
lost  at  the  Forts  exclusive  of  the  Shipping;  besides,  had  we  held 
the  Forts  we  should  have  commanded  the  Navigation  of  the  River 
and  drove  the  Enemy  to  the  necessity  of  attempting  to  relieve 
Burgoine  (for  it  is  evident  that  this  was  their  Intention) 
by  Land,  in  which  Case  it  might  have  been  in  our  Power  by  calling 
the  Militia  to  our  assistance  to  have  destroyed  Clinton's  whole 
army.  Indeed  without  Opposition  they  cou'd  not  have  effected  a 
March  in  season  for  th-e  intended  Purpose,  and  I  am  confident  they 
never  would  have  attempted  it.  I  never  considered  Peek's  Kill  or 
the  Village  Posts  of  great  Importanceonlyastheystood connected 
with  the  Defences  of  the  River,  for  without  the  latter  the  Enemy 
cou'd  by  landing  above  come  in  the  Rear  of  the  Former  in  which 
case  they  must  fall  of  course  (the  Event  has  fully  proven  this) 
notwithstanding,  the  chief  Part  of  this  Department  were  kept  idle 
at  Peek's  Kill  and  the  Village,  while  the  Forts  were  left  withouta 
sufficient  Number  of  Men  to  carry  on  &  compleat  the  Works  or 
dtfend  them. 

If  the  Shipping  had  been  properly  man'd  and  was  often  solli- 
cited  the  Congress  at  least  might  have  been  saved,  and  even  after 
the  Loss  of  the  Forts  by  a  prudent  Disposition  of  the  Force  in 
this  Ciuartcr,  whiih  was  soon  greatly  increased  by  the  coming  in 
(if  the   .Militia,   Kingston  might   have  been  .saved   ^:   the  greater 
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Part  of  the  Mischief  coniniittt'd  l»y  (he  Eiiciiiy  ;ii.  n;:  m.-  .^niM.>  .if 
the  River  prevented.  A  coiisliiiit  liiler((Miisi'  which  hiiH  hwn 
permitted  between  the  rouiiti y  iS:  Cify  by  Fijit;;,'K  hiiH  I  fi'jir  bt'cn 
very  Injurious,  as  well  by  fie(inently  cniibrm},'  the  Kiiniiy  to 
learn  our  Strength  as  otherwise,  wiiliout  (inr  ix-in;,'  jiblf  to  deTive 
similar  AdvantJiges  from  sucli  Correspondence.  I  have  hcnrd 
that  there  has  been  a  Weekly  exchange  of  News  I'apcrH  with 
Gov'r  Tryon  &  that  the  Printers  Gaine  iV:  London  arc  pt  rniitted 
the  like  Liberty.  The  latter  I  have  no  doul)t  of.  An  over  Hliare 
of  Complaisance  iS:  Indulgence  to  the  disafected  (which  tlio'  aris- 
ing from  Principals  of  Benevolence  and  Humanity  will  ahvayn 
create  Jealousies  &  unfavorable  Suspicions  especially  among  I  be 
Common  People  and  often  even  reach  the  Army)  &  shou'd  there- 
fore be  carefully  avoided.  In  these  respects  I  cant  help  think- 
ing there  has  been  a  want  of  Common  Prudence.  I  have  taken 
the  Liberty  of  hinting  my  sentiments  of  these  Matters  to  CJen'l 
Putnam  and  I  would  fain  hope  that  there  may  be  more  Circum- 
spection used  in  future. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  is  to  meet  at  this  place  the 
fifth  of  next  Month.  The  variety  of  imi)oriant  lUisiness  to  be 
prepared  for  their  Consideration  and  other  AtTairs  of  Ciovern- 
ment  will  employ  so  great  a  I'art  of  my  Time  that  I  should  not 
be  able  to  give  that  attention  to  the  Works  for  the  Security  of 
the  River  as  their  Importance  and  the  Short  Time  in  which  t bey- 
ought  to  be  compleated  require.  But  you  may  rest  assunnl  Sir 
that  every  Leisure  Hour  shall  be  faithfully  devoted  to  them  & 
my  Advice  and  assistance  shall  not  for  any  Con.sideration  be 
withheld  from  the  Person  who  shall  be  intrusted  with  the  Chief 
Direction  of  them. 
38 
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I  have  the  Honor  to  he  with  the  most  sincere  Esteem  &  Re- 
spect your  Excellency's  Most  Obed  Servt 

Geo.  Clinton.* 
His  Excellency  Gonl  Washinjjton 


[No.  9G5.] 

SAVAGE  CRUELTY  OF  THE  BRITISH  TO  PRISONERS. 

Amelioration  Hampered  hy  Our  Discredited  Currency.     Difficulty  in 

Procurinq  Supplies. 

Wnr  Office  ye  22"  Decem'r  1777. 

Sir,  The  unhappy  situation  of  the  American  Prisoners  of  war 
confine!  in  Philadelphia  and  in  the  city  of  New  York  renders  it 
indispensably  necessary  that  measures  be  immediately  taken  to 
afford  them  every  possible  relief. 

Had  the  Enemy  on  their  part  observed  a  Conduct  equally 
humane  with  that  which  has  been  inviolably  adhered  to  by  the 
States  in  their  treatment  of  the  British  Prisoners  of  war,  the 
measure  that  is  now  requisite  to  be  adopted,  to  render  the  cap- 
tivity of  our  prisoners  in  any  degree  supportable,  wou'd  have 
been  unnecessary;  but  so  far  from  observing  even  the  common 
line  of  humanity,  their  Conduct  towards  our  prisonei-s  thro  the 
several  stages  of  the  war,  has  been  marked  wuth  more  than 
savage  cruelty,  and  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  Congress  to 
send  ill  provisions  for  ilieir  support  least  a  greater  number 
shou'd  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  iubuinauity. 

1  am  to  a((iuaiut  your  Excellency  that  Elias  Boudinot,  Esq: 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  finds  it  impossible  to  procure  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  Flour  &  Beef  wthout  paying  a  price  too 
extravagant  to  be  allowed  and  that  so  little  regard  is  paid  to  the 


•This  letter  Is  not  found  among  the  Clinton   papers.    The  original  Is  ou   file  in  the 
Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C— State  Historian. 
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Currencey,  tliat  dcla.vs  may  he  a( tended  wiih  many  ill  Conso- 
quences  to  the  prisoners  wiihoul  the  Intorimsition  of  the  (;ivil 
authority.  I  am,  therefore,  in  the  name  ..f  1  he  Hoard  of  War  niont 
earnestly  to  request  your  Excelh-ney  will  be  j. leased  t,,  funuKh 
Mr.  Boudinot  or  his  Deputy  with  every  assistanee  in  the  pro- 
curing of  sufficient  quantity  of  Flour  iV:  Beeves  to  8end  into  the 
City  of  New  York  and  whatever  else  may  be  tliou^'lil  neccHsary^ 
not  only  for  the  immediate  subsistance  of  our  prisoners,  but  uIho, 
to  afford  a  sum  of  Money  to  purchase  Cloathing  to  cover  them. 
Mr.  Boudinot  or  his  Deputy  will  wait  on  your  Excellency  with 
this,  to  whom  they  beg  leave  to  refer.  ]  have  the  honor  to  be 
sir,  Your  very  ob't  Servant 

Joseph  Nourse  !>.  S. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 


[No.  966.] 

John  Earing  Sends  Goveii/ior  Clinton  a  List  of  I'ri.soncis  lldd  by 

the  Enemy  from  Haver  straw. 

Orange  Town,  December  ye  2L*d  1777. 
Sir, 'Your  Excellency's  Favour  of  the  281h  Ult.  came  to  hand 
some  days  since  and  should  have  been  answer  [ed]  by  me  before 
this  time  had  it  not  been  for  the  following  reasons:  first,  that 
there  was  a  report  that  some  of  our  friends  Conlineil  in  New 
York  were  to  be  set  at  Libert}'.  Secondly.  tli;i1  I  \\:nite<l  to  <iet 
farther  Information  respecting  the  number  of  Onr  friends  from 
this  part  of  the  Country  still  in  Confinement.  The  first  reason 
now  Ceases  so  far  that  I  think  my  Conduct  should  not  be  justi- 
fiable was  I  to  delay  any  longer  Transmitting  the  names  re- 
quested; I  shall  therefore  now  proceed  with  them  in  the  follow- 
ing Order,  to  wit: — 
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Harmanus  Tallma,  Daniel  Lawrence,  Nathaniel  Lawrence  and 
Daniel  Betts  now  are  and  for  some  months  past  have  been  under 
the  provost  Guard;  there  were  taken  at  this  place  and  merit  your 
Excellency's  attention,  tho'  the  person  last  mentioned  after  he 
was  Confined  gave  out  that  he  belonged  to  our  army.  John 
Uayes,  David  Phillips  and  Thomas  Kennedy  fled  from  New  York 
upon  the  ai)proach  of  the  enemy,  were  taken  in  Bergen  County 
New  Jersey  and  Confined  under  the  same  guard  with  those  al- 
ready mentioned.  Govern'r  Livingston  says  they  dont  belong 
to  their  state  and  therefore  he  cant  exchange  them,  and  I  am 
informed  that  one  John  Terjay  is  under  the  same  Circumstances 
with  those  last  mentioned. 

Besides  those  already  mentioned,  there  are  some  from  this 
place  said  to  be  prisoners  upon  parole  in  New  york,  for  certain 
reasons  I  shall  not  yet  return  their  names  as  proper  persons  to  be 
exchanged. 

Bernardus  Verbryck  and  Samuel  Garritson  Verbryck  I  have 
omitted  mentioning  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter,  being  under 
some  expectation  that  their  Father  would  be  the  bearer  hereof; 
But  lest  that  should  not  be  the  Case  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
that  they  have  already  been  Confined  for  better  than  seven 
months;  they  had  been  a  few  days  at  Hackiusack  when  ^they 
were  taken;  their  Conduct  while  among  us  was  such  that  there 
is  no  room  to  doubt  their  attachment  to  the  Cause  of  Liberty. 
Gov.  Livingston  has  made  an  attempt  to  Get  them  exchanged  but 
without  effect.  If  God  saves  me  from  the  hands  and  fury  of 
those  infernal  Villians  who  infest  this  place,  I  shall  from  time 
to  time  Give  an  account  of  such  as  may  return  home  as  well  as 
of  those  who  may  be  taken  by  the  enemy.  I  am  Your  Excellency's 
Obed't  and  Very  Humble  Serv't 
Gov.  Clinton.  John  Haring. 
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[No.  9G7.] 

CONCERNED  OVER  WASIIINOTON'S  AHM  V. 

James  Duane  Notifies  Clinton  that  Gates  Is  Disponed  to  Exert  Ewry 

Nerve  for  the  Defence  of  the  Hudson. 

Manour  Livingston  2'M  Decfrn'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir,  Since  I  f^oi  here  wo  liavo  no  news  from  (IiiutuI 
Washington's  armj:*  From  the  critical  Situation  in  which  I 
left  it,  some  thing  important  must  probably  have  happcnd:  iS:  uh 
I  wait  the  Event  with  anxious  Solicitude,  I  beg  Ihi*  Favour  of 
your  Excellency  to  relieve  me  as  soon  as  it  is  in  your  lN)\v<  v. 


•On  this  same  day  Washington  from  his  winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge  wrmc  Iho 
following  memorable  letter  to  the  president  of  Congress: 

Valley  Forge,  23  December,  :~~ 

Sir,  Full  as  I  was  in  my  representation  of  the  matters  in  the  coramlssory'b    : 
ment  yesterday,  fresh  and  more  powerful  reasons  oblige  me  to  add,  that  I  am  H' 
vinced  beyond  a  doubt,   that,  unless  some  great  and  capital  change  suddenly  i 
that  line,  this  army  must  inevitably  be  reduced  to  one  or  other  of  these  ibrcc  i 
starve,  dissolve,  or  disperse  in  order  to  obtain  subsistence  in  the  best  manner  lh«;>  ^.i;i. 
Rest  assured.  Sir,  this  is  not  an  exaggerated  picture,  and  that  I  have  abundant  reaiion 
to  suppose  what  I  say. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  receiving  information  that  the  enemy  in  force  had  left  the  clly, 
and  were  advancing  towards  Derby  with  the  apparent  design  to  forage,  and  draw  sub- 
sistence from  that  part  of  the  Country,  I  ordered  the  troops  to  be  In  readiness,  ihi.t  1 
might  give  every  opposition  in  my  power;  when  behold,  to  my  great  niortinciiiion ,  I 
was  not  only  informed,  but  convinced,  that  the  men  were  unable  to  stir  on  account  of 
provision,  and  that  a  dangerous  mutiny,  began  the  night  before,  and  which  with  diffi- 
culty was  suppressed  by  the  spirited  exertions  of  some  officers,  was  still  much  to  be  ap- 
prehended for  want  of  this  article.  This  brought  forth  the  only  commissary  In  the 
purchasing  line  in  this  Camp;  and,  with  him,  this  melancholy  and  alarming  truth, 
that  he  had  not  a  single  hoof  of  any  kind  to  slaughter,  and  not  more  than  iwenty-tivp 
barrels  of  flour!  From  hence  form  an  opinion  of  our  situation  when  I  add,  that  be 
could  not  tell  when  to  expect  any. 

All  I  could  do  under  these  circumstances,  was  to  send  out  a  few  light  parlies  to  watch 
and  harass  the  enemy.  Whilst  other  parties  were  instantly  detached  dlfforcnt  ways  to 
collect,  if  possible,  as  much  provisions  as  would  satisfy  the  present  pressing  wanu 
of  the  soldiery.  But  will  this  answer?  No  sir;  three  or  four  days  of  bad  weather  would 
prove  our  destruction.  What  then  is  to  become  of  the  army  this  winter?  And  if  we  are 
so  often  without  provisions  Now,  what  is  to  become  of  us  in  the  Spring,  when  our  force 
will  be  collected,  with  the  aid  perhaps  of  militia  to  take  advantage  of  an  early  cam- 
paign before  the  enemy  can  be  reinforced?  These  are  considerations  of  great  magni- 
tude, meriting  the  closest  attention;  and  they  will,  when  my  own  reputation  1.  .o  o- 
timately  connected  with  the  event  and  to  be  affected  by  It.  Justify  my  _«aylu«.  that  ibe 
present  commissaries  are  by  no  means  equal  to  the  executions  of  tl).  " 

disaffection   of   the   people   Is   past   all   belief.     The  misfortune,    ho.  ' 

opinion  proceed  from  both  causes;  and,  though  1  have  been  tondor  !..  .       .  ^      ^K 

any  opinion,  or  lodging  complaints,  as  the  change  In  that  department  ^^  P'*^«  •*"• 
trary  to  my  judgment,  and  the  consequences  thereof  were  predicted;  yet  Hndlng  that 
the  [nlctiviVof  the  army,  whether  for  want  of  P-^'^'-"-  ^'^r-.^o.^'ln^J^^r  U  . 
is  charged  to  my  account,  not  only  by  the  common  vulgar  but  by  »»'-•  °  J^-^J^^'J 
time  to  speak  plain  in  exculpation  of  myself.  With  ^j,";,^ •/*'*'"•  ';;\';7,7„ '.'j^^^ 
man  in  my  opinion  ever  had  his  measures  more  impeded  than  I  hmre.  by  etery  aep»rx 

ment  of  the  army. 
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I  have  exchanged  Letters  with  General  Gates  from  this  place. 
He  assures  me  that  Ik^  is  zealously  disposd  to  exert  every  nei've 
for  the  Defence  of  Hudson's  Kiver.  It  will  not  be  long  before 
I  shall  have  an  lutorviow  with  lliui.  &  I  shall  not  fail  to  urge 
every  measure  which  can  be  servicablo.  I  can  do  it  with  tlie 
more  Confidence  because  there  is  nothing  which  Congress  has 
more  at  Heart  than  the  Security  of  the  Passes  and  navigation 
of  this  River. 


Since  the  month  of  July  we  have  had  no  assistance  from  the  quarter-master  general, 
and  to  want  of  assistance  from  this  department  the  commissary-general  charges  great 
part  of  his  deficiency.  To  this  I  am  to  add,  that,  notwithstanding  it  is  a  standing  order, 
and  often  repeated,  that  the  troops  shall  always  have  two  days'  provisions  by  them, 
that  they  might  be  ready  at  any  sudden  call;  yet  an  opportunity  has  scarcely  ever 
offered,  of  taking  an  advantage  of  the  enemy,  that  has  not  been  either  totally  ob- 
structed, or  greatly  impeded,  on  this  account.  And  this,  the  great  and  crying  evil,  la 
not  all.  The  soap,  vinegar,  and  other  articles  allowed  by  Congress,  we  see  none  of,  nor 
have  we  seen  them,  I  believe,  since  the  battle  of  Drandywine.  The  first,  indeed,  we  have 
now  little  occasion  for,  few  men  having  more  than  one  shirt,  many  only  the  moiety  of  one, 
and  some  none  at  all.  In  addition  to  which,  as  a  proof  of  the  little  benefit  received  from 
a  clothier-general,  and  as  a  further  proof  of  the  inability  of  an  army,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this,  to  perform  the  common  duties  of  soldiers,  (besides  a  number  of  men 
confined  to  hospitals  for  want  of  shoes,  and  others  in  farmers'  houses  on  the  same  ac- 
count,) we  have,  by  a  field-return  this  day  made,  no  less  than  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  men  now  in  camp,  unfit  for  duty,  because  they,  are  barefoot 
and  otherwise  naked.  By  the  same  return  it  appears,  that  our  whole  strength  in  Con- 
tinental troops,  including  the  eastern  brigades,  which  have  joined  us  since  the  sur- 
render of  General  Burgoyne,  exclusive  of  the  Maryland  troops  sent  to  Wilmington, 
amounts  to  no  more  than  eight  thousand  two  hundred  in  camp  fit  for  duty;  notwith- 
standing which,  and  that  since  the  4th  instant,  our  numbers  fit  for  duty,  from  the 
haidships  and  exposures  they  have  undergone,  particularly  on  account  of  blankets 
(numbers  having  been  obliged,  and  still  are,  to  sit  up  all  night  by  fires,  instead  of  tak- 
ing comfortable  rest  in  a  natural  and  common  way),  have  decreased  near  two  thousand 
men. 

We  find  gentlemen,  without  knowing  whether  the  army  was  really  going  into  winter- 
quarters  or  not  (for  I  am  sure  no  resolution  of  mine  would  warrant  the  Remonstrance), 
reprobating  the  measure  as  much  as  if  they  thought  the  soldiers  were  made  of  stocks  or 
stones,  and  equally  insensible  of  frost  and  snow;  and  moreover,  as  if  they  conceived  it 
easily  practicable  for  an  inferior  army,  under  the  disadvantages  I  have  described  ours 
to  be,  which  are  by  no  means  exaggerated,  to  confine  a  superior  one,  in  all  respects 
well-appointed  and  provided  for  a  winter's  campaign,  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  to  cover  from  depredation  and  waste  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Jersey.  But 
what  makes  this  matter  still  more  extraordinary  in  my  eye  is,  that  these  very  gentle- 
men,—who  were  well  apprized  of  the  nakedness  of  the  troops  from  ocular  demonstration, 
who  thought  their  own  soldiers  worse  clad  than  others,  and  who  advised  me  near  a 
month  ago  to  postpone  the  execution  of  a  plan  I  was  about  to  adopt,  in  consequence 
of  a  resolve  of  Congress  for  seizing  clothes,  under  strong  assurances  that  an  ample 
supply  would  be  collected  In  ten  days  agreeably  to  a  decree  of  the  State  (not  one 
article  of  which,  by  the  by,  is  yet  come  to  hand),—  should  think  a  winter's  campaign, 
and  the  covering  of  these  States  from  the  invasion  of  an  enemy,  so  easy  and  practicable 
a  business.  I  can  assure  those  gentlemen,  that  it  is  a  much  easier  and  less  distressing 
thing  to  draw  remonstrances  In  a  comfortable  room  by  a  good  fireside,  than  to  occupy  a 
cold,  bleak  hill,  and  to  sleep  under  frost  and  snow  without  clothes  or  blankets.  How- 
ever, although  they  seem  to  have  little  feeling  for  the  naked  and  distressed  soldiers,  I 
feel  superabundantly  for  them,  and,  from  my  soul,  I  pity  those  miseries,  which  it  is 
neither  in  my  power  to  relieve  or  prevent. 
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I  had  the  Affliction  to  find  Mrs.  Duam-'s  I  ha  If  h  ^'natly  iiii- 
paird  &  her  Spirits  exhausted  a  nervous  Toin plaint  luivinf;  made 
great  Havoek  in  lier  Constihition.  Terror  fidui  the  nr-ar  np 
proach  of  the  Enemy,  and  anxirly  ou  a<<-niini  of  my  unexpected 
long  absence  got  the  better  of  Iicr  Fortitude  She  ilatterii  me 
that  she  daily  mends.  Be  so  obliging  as  to  forward  Ww  endoKd 
to  Mr.  Jay:  &  to  present  my  respectful  ConipliiuenlH  to  Mrfi. 
Clinton,  the  Doctor  &  his  Lady:  and  believe  ine  to  be— With 
every  Sentiment  of  Regard  Dear  Sir  Your  Ex<'ellenr-y's  most 
Obed't  Sc  most  hum'e  Servant 

.las.   itii.iiH- 
His  Excellency  Governour  riiuton. 


[No.  968.] 
Where  a  Pass  Was  of  No  Avail. 

May  it  Please  Your  Exceleucey:  Sending  Down  to  llergain  a 
Scout  in  order  to  gett  what  Inteligance  they  ('ould  relative  to 
the  Situation  of  the  Enemey  at  Powlass  Hook,  ou  ilieire  return 
they  Brought  with  them  Samuel  Cownover  and  Jacobus  Itogart. 
who  had  been  Carrying  Down  a  famiky  with  thiere  good  an<i 
provision  from  Hackensack  to  New  York  by  virtue  of  a  puss 
granted  to  them  by  Lieutenant  Colonell  Sheerwood  of  i  he  Kakiatt 
Militia;  wee  found  in  Possession  of  the  waggoners  five  pounds  of 
tea,  one  pound  of  pepper,  some  Choealate.  f(tnr  ('iieeck  handkor- 
ehef,  nine  Quarts  of  salt.  Eight  Kuiptey  bags  wliieli  had  been 
flower  in  them,  three  yards  of  Broad  ("loafh  and  one  bottle  of 
Sweat  Oyl,  all  being  Brought  from  New  ^drk.  and  as  it  Ib  out 
of  Lieut.  Colonell  Sheerwood's  Power  lo  give  surh  a  p.ms  to 
any  Person  in  Hackensack  or  in  any  part  of  Jersey  Government. 
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I  have  thought  it  Prudent  to  hold  the  goods  in  luy  Possession 
and  the  waggons  horses  and  men  are  Let  go  to  Ilackensack 
on  good  Security  untill  your  Pk\^sure  is  Known  as  I  shall  sub- 
mitt  to  Your  Excelencey's  Better  Judgment.  The  charrecter 
Jacobus  Bogart  one  of  the  said  waggoners  Beares,  is  that  he 
has  been  Trading  with  the  Enimy  Before  and  that  he  is  much 
Disaffected  and  Major  Hutches  has  Lain  wait  for  the  above 
Bogart  when  he  has  been  Down  to  the  Enimy.  I  thicrefore 
would  be  verry  glad  if  Your  Excelencey  will  be  Pleased  to  favour 
me  with  Your  opinion  Concearning  this  affair  as  Soon  as  Pos- 
sible which  will  most  gratefully  acknowledged  by  Your  Devoted 
Humble  Serv't 

Robert  Johnstown  Capt. 
Job  Mauritius  Goetschius  Major 
at  present  Commanding  a  detachment  in  said  County. 

Tappan  Orange  Countey  December  23,  1777. 
To  His  Excelencey  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governour  of  the  State 

of  New  Y''ork. 


Oring  county  State  of  New  York  December  ye  16 — 1777. 
to  all  hum  it  may  Consarn:  this  is  to  Let  the  barors  Marthar 
Bogart  and  his  famely  Pass  from  the  New  Bridge  in  New  Jarses 
to  Barga  Town  with  2  wagons  and  horses  and  a  Small  Parsel 
of  household  goods  and  a  Small  Parsel  of  Provision  for  his  one 
famely  but  not  to  Dis  Pose  of;  his  mother  in  law  is  to  go  with 
him  and  Return  on  molisted  and  the  wagons  and  horses  Like- 
wise are  to  Return  on  molisted  and  Drifers.  Gifen  under  my 
hand. 

Isaac  Sheerwood  Lt.  Coll. 
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[No.  9G0.] 
Increasing  the  Numher  of  Rvprescntathcii  in  Congrctf. 

York  Town  2:{d  iK-cfiu.  1777. 

Sir,  The  last  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  wa«  duted 
the  3d  Inst,  hitherto  I  have  received  none  of  Your  Excelleucy't 
favours. 

Under  Cover  with  this,  Your  Excellency  will  receive  a  Letter 
framed  by,  &  signed  by  order  of.  Congress  to  wlii(  li  I  haw  pre- 
fixed the  present  date,  together  with  a  Kesolutiou*  of  tbi:  2Uth 

*Resolved,  That  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  IcglsUlurw  oC 

the  United  States,   forthwith  to  enact  laws,   appointing  suitable  persons   • ■•   ?fn4 

take,  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army  of  the  said  slates,  all  wooien  ti<  -», 

linens,  shoes,  stockings,  hats  and  other  necessary  articles  of  cloiUiug,  t.  iu« 

army,  which  may  be  in  the  possession  of  any  persons  inhabltauls  of  or  reaiUcuu  wiUtln 
their  respective  states,  for  the  purpose  of  sale  and  not  for  their  own  privKi-  u;--  or 
family   consumption,   giving  them  certificates  or  receipts  for  the  same,   ■  •• 

quantity  and  quality  of  the  goods;  provided,  that  such  laws  do  not  exienJ  i«, 

wares  or  merchandises  which  are  or  shall  be,  bona  fide,  imported  Into  Ui'-  •■  n...»« 
states  on  account  of  any  persons  not  citizens  of  any  of  these  United  Suic*.  «o  Ioi.k  •■ 
the  same  shall  continue  their  property  and  no  longer;  and  thai  they  luUlct  luca  i-cual- 
ties  as  may  be  deemed  proper  on  such  persons  possessed  of  any  of  the  above-couniermi«4 
goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  or  other  articles  of  Clothing  suitable  for  ihe  ormy.  who. 
to  evade  the  good  intention  of  the  said  laws,  shall  falsely  atlirm  or  declare  Ibe  same  to 
be  the  property  of  persons  not  citizens  of  any  of  the  said  United  States. 

2.  That  it  be  further  recommended  to  make  provision  in  the  said  laws  ii  ^« 
commissary-general  of  purchases,  or  any  of  his  deputies,  or  such  other  ,  •«» 
respective  legislatures  may  deem  expedient,  to  seize  all  slock  and  every 

siou  necessary  for  the  army,  which  may  have  been  purchased  up  or  euf  -r 

person  with  a  view  of  selling  the  same,  giving  to  the  person,  from  whom  or 

provisions  have  been  taken,  certificates  as  aforesaid. 

3.  That  the  value  of  all  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  as  are  above-»num«mu4. 
or  other  articles  of  clothing,  stock  or  provisions  necessary  for  the  arni>  .  uU 
be  so  seized  and  taken,  be  ascertained  at  the  rate  at  which  the  said  n:  !>• 
stated  by  the  convention  of  the  committees  of  the  several  slates,  to  be  :  ly 
to  the  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last;  the  arti.  ag 
to  be  paid  for  by  draughts  made  by  the  re«nective  states  upon  the  cl:  _  aU 
and  the  stock  or  provisions  by  the  purchasing  commissaries  receiving  them. 

4.  And  It  is  further  recommended  to  the  respective  states,  to  cause  to  be  m!i<!*  wp  m 
much  of  the  clothing  aforesaid  as  they  can  complete  within  a  ren.  '<> 
send  the  whole  of  the  clothing  so  taken  or  seized,  as  well  Ihai  pan  '• 
up.  as  that  which  may  remain  unmade,  (except  so  much  .  »■ 
clothing  the  recruits  enlisted  in  the  states  for  their  respect  '• 
tinental  service,)  to  the  clothier-general,  to  be  distributed  I:.  '• 
supply  of  the  troops  belonging  to  the  state  furnishing  such  ^p 
in   such   manner  as  the  commissioners  of  the  war-ofnce  or  t! 

from  time  to  time,  direct:  provided,   that  this  resolution  shall  uoi  'F 

part  of  the  seventh  proposition  recommended  to  the  legislaturos  "f  ''  •■ 

the  22d  of  November  last,    lelative  to  the  additional  clolhliu; 

respective   battalions.    And   it  is   further   resolved,    that  the  ^ 

from  time  to  time,  to  the  respective  states,  an  account  of  the  cwi  .,,  . 
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battalioDs  out  of  the  stock  by  them  collected  and  sent  forward.  In  order  that  each  state 
may  be  satisfactorily  informed  that  their  troops  receive  immediate  advantage  from  Its 
exertions  in  the  common  cause. 

6.  And  whereas,  great  waste  of  clothing  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  fidelity  or  skill 
in  the  persons  employed  to  make  up  the  same: 

Resolvtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  states  to  appoint  one  or  more 
suitable  persons  to  superintend  and  direct  the  tradesmen  employed  to  miike  up  the 
cloths  to  be  collected  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  conform  themselves  to  the  instructions 
of  the  board  of  war  relative  to  the  form  thereof,  provided  that  no  delays  be  suffered 
to  take  place  from  the  want  of  such  Instructions. 

6.  And  whereas,  the  comfortable  support  of  the  army  of  these  slates  may  hireaftrr 
greatly  depend  on  the  supplies  which  they  may  be  able  to  draw  from  their  own  internal 
resources;  it  is  therefore  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  said  states,  to  employ  a 
sufficient  number  of  manufacturers  and  tradesmen  to  supply  the  clothiug  wanted  for 
their  respective  battalions,  exempting  them,  under  proper  regulations,  from  military 
duty;  and  authorizing  suitable  persons  to  collect  and  supply,  at  the  stipulated  prices, 
cotton,  wool,  flax,  leather,  and  other  articles  for  carrying  on  the  said  manufactures. 

7.  And  whereas,  certain  persons,  devoid  of,  and  in  repugnance  to  every  principle  of 
public  virtue  and  humanity,  instigated  by  the  lust  of  avarice,  are,  in  each  state, 
assiduously  endeavouring,  by  every  means  of  oppression,  sharping  and  extortion,  to 
accumulate  enormous  gain  to  themselves,  to  the  great  distress  of  private  families  In 
general,  and  especially  of  the  poorer  and  more  dependant  part  of  the  community,  as 
well  as  to  the  great  injury  of  the  public  service;  for  the  effectual  suppression  of  such 
nefarious  practices  it  is  most  seriously  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  afore- 
said, forthwith  to  enact  laws,  limiting  the  number  of  retailers  of  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize  in  their  several  counties,  towns  and  districts,  and  obliging  them  to  take 
license  and  enter  into  bonds  for  the  observance  of  all  laws  made  for  their  regulation; 
to  make  provision  in  the  said  laws  that  no  persons  be  allowed  to  sell  by  wholesale 
except  the  importer,  and  he  only  to  persons  having  such  license  or  the  certificates 
hereafter  mentioned;  and  that  such  of  their  inhabitants  as  are  not  licensed  as  afore- 
said, be  restrained  from  purchasing  a  greater  quantity  of  such  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize  than  is  requisite  for  their  own  private  or  family's  use  and  consumption: 
and  that  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  prohibit  any  persona 
whatsoever,  not  citizens  of  their  rcspectiva  states,  from  purchasing  within  the  same, 
any  articles  of  clothing  or  provision  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  army,  (unless  so 
much  as  may  be  requisite  for  their  own  private  or  family's  use  or  consumption,) 
excepting  only  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  produce  a  certificate,  under  the  seal 
and  sign  manual  of  the  supreme  executive  authority  of  the  respective  stales,  purporting 
that  the  said  person  or  persons  are  employed  or  permitted  to  make  purchases  either 
on  account  of  the  public  or  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of 
which  he  or  they  are  members;  and  to  inflict  such  punishment  upon  all  attrocious 
offenders  before  described,  as  shall  brand  them  with  indelible  infamy. 

8.  And  whereas,  there  is  good  reason  to  apprehend  that  many  of  the  emissaries  and 
abettors  of  genera!  Howe  are  dispersed  through  the  United  States,  under  various 
pretences  of  amusement  or  business,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  spread  disaffection, 
intimidate  the  people  by  false  news,  depreciate  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  and 
avoid  serving  in  the  militia  or  paying  their  fines:  to  prevent  these  mischiefs,  it  is 
most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  supreme  executive  power  of  each  state,  to  take  the 
most  effectual  measures  to  cause  all  persons,  whose  character  and  business  is  not 
well  known  and  approved  of,  to  be  apprehended,  and  if  they  cannot  give  a  good  and 
satisfactory  account  of  themselves,  that  they  be  obliged  immediately  to  return  to  their 
own  states  or  be  confined  m  gaol. 

The  committee  having  prepared  a  circular  letter  to  accompany  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions, submitted  it  to  Congress,  and  the  same  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Sir, 

I  AM  directed  by  Congress  to  trauBmit  to  your  honourable  body  the  enclosed 
resolutions,  which  the  pressing  wants  of  the  army  and  the  arts  and  avarice  of 
engrossers  and  extortioners  have  rendered  indispensibly  necessary  to  the  general 
welfare. 

It  is  with  deep  concern,  that  Congress,  after  having  for  some  time  contemplated.  In 
painful  silence,  the  mischiefs  which  threatened  this  extended  continent  from  the 
growing  avarice  of  the  times,  feel  themselves  constrained  to  recommend  measures, 
which  the  virtue  of  all  classes  of  men  rendered  not  long  since  unnecessary.    And  which 
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particularly  referred  to  in  ihc  IaiLci-  nlsc  a  K..s<.lvet  of  th.- 
9th  Inst.  recommondin«?  to  sovoral  Slatrs,  iS:  niunun  oiIutm  tti 
New  York  to  contribute  to  a  luoic  aiiiitle  Roprcsenlation  of  DcN* 
j?ates  than  appear  at  present  in  Cou^^n-ss.  I»y  H.ndinjr  forwnni 
an  additional  number  of  Members  wiilioiii  delay— tlii-w.'  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  I  he  pr(»|M'r  powt-rw  in 
your  State  as  early  as  possible  I  aui  W  idi  very  mval  HeKiKti 
Sir — Your  Excellency's  Obedient  iS:  most  humble  servant 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  CongreH8.t 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  New  York. 

a  scrupulous  regard  for  security  of  property  to  every  citizen  of  tbe««  stAlc*  luu 
hitherto  restrained  from  adopting.  But,  unhappy  the  case  of  America!  laws  unwortitx 
the  character  of  infant  republics  are  become  necessary  to  supply  the  dofcci  of  public 
virtue,  and  to  correct  the  vices  of  some  of  her  sons;  and  she  is  culled  upou  by  lbs 
grand  principle  of  self-preservation  to  guard  against  the  parricide  of  those  whom  ah* 
has  fostered  in  her  own  bosom. 

To  minds,  whose  reflexions  are  employed  on  the  importance  of  the  cause  In  wblcb 
■we  are  engaged,  and  that  feel  for  every  circumstauce  which  may  affect  thi-  honour  and 
safety  of  these  states,  it  must  give  the  most  painful  sensations  to  consider,  that,  al  • 
time  when  the  late  signal  successes  we  have  been  blessed  with,  the  reduced  numbert 
of  the  enemy,  the  difficulties  they  meet  with  in  procuring  foreign  levies,  and  Uio 
political  complexion  of  affairs  in  Europe,  have  deprived  Britain  of  many  of  tboM 
resources,  on  which  she  so  much  depended;  when  the  number  and  ImprovinK  dlftciplln* 

of    our    army,    the   prodigious    augmentation    of    our   military-stores,    tli- of 

provisions  with  which  this  country  abounds,   and  the  large  supplies  of  •  ti 

have  of  late  been  imported  by   private  persons,   affoid   not  only   the  op;  '  ut 

the  means,  under  divine  providence,  of  establishing  our  liberties  by  a  few  excruons. 
this  bright  prospect  should  bo  clouded  over,  and  this  great  and  glorious  event 
endangered  by  the  languor  of  too  many,  and  by  the  arts  and  avarlco  of  deslKnlnc 
individuals,  who,  like  the  British  nabobs  of  the  east,  are  corrupting  the  manner*  of  a 
whole  nation,  and  building  vast  fortunes  on  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  U>« 
western  world. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  wise  and  spirited  laws  of  the  dlf-  '■  '■'  -''*•■•. 
aided  by  the  Influence  and  exertions  of  the  real  patriots,  will  apply  eITt  • 

to   these   alarming  evils;    that  the  old  and   hardened   offenders   will   be   i  't 

those,  in  whose  bosoms  the  sparks  of  public  virtue  are  not  yet  extlnRulblied.  ».»1  b« 
reclaimed,  the  languid  roused  from  their  present  apathy;  and  that  nil  rtniufn  uf  mro 
will   unite  with  their  former  spirit  and  virtue  against  an  enemy.  '• 

marked  with  every  vestige  of  barbarity,   and  whoso  determined  ol  '« 

a  tyranny  of  the  most  dangerous  and  debasing  nature  over  the  luii... ..>..,.>-  ..  •.  .-j« 
continent. 

Congress  flatter  themselves  that  the  resolutions  herewith  trnnsmiuwj  will  lend  to 
accomplish  some  of  these  valuable  purposes,  and  they  thercforo  Mtcem  II  Ihcir  duly 
to  recommend  them  to  the  serious  consideration  of  your  honourable  house,  and  bop* 
they  will  be  carried  into  execution  as  secretly  and  expeditiously  aa  possible.  By  order 
of  Congress.— From  the  Journals  of  Congress. 

■ifRcsolvcd.  That  the  president  write  letters  to  the  scvi  i    "     ■    •         '  "  •• "• 

York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  South  Carolina,  rcpi.  '• 

important    matters    to    be    transacted    in    Congress    dun:.^  '■■ 

members   now  attending,    and   that  he  request  them   to  send   forward.    witboMt  &mif. 
an  additional  number  of  members.— From  the  Journals  of  Conjrresa. 
tSee  Clinton  to  Laurens,  page  614. 
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[No.  070.] 
Loner  Part  of  Orange,  the  Present  Rocklan<l  County,  Exposed  to 

Marauding  Bands. 
Haverstraw  25  [24  ?]  December  1777. 
Sir,  We  think  it  our  Duty  to  iiiform  your  Excellency  of  the 
Present  Defenceless  and  exposed  State  of  this  part  of  the  Coun- 
try. The  Part  of  Continental  Troops  formerly  Stationed  at  this 
Place,  has  been  for  some  time  with  drawn,  and  the  time  limited 
for  the  Continuance  of  Capt.  Gardner's  Company  of  Rangers 
being  Expired,  that  Company  is  Discharged,  so  that  the  Public 

\  Ferry  at  Stoney  Point,  and  the  Inhabitants  living  near  the  River, 
are  Exposed  to  the  Depredations  of  the  Enemy  with  out  a  Single 
Guard  to  protect  them. 

On  the  14rth  of  this  month  a  Party  of  the  Eniiny  landed  from 
one  of  their  armed  Vessels  at  Slauters  landing  and  proceeded 
into  the  Country  as  far  as  Snedikers  Pond,  and  before  the  In- 
habitants could  be  collected  to  oppose  them,  they  Plundered  the 
house  of  Abraham  Thew,  and  carried  him  oflf,  with  several  other 
of   the   Inhabitants   and   a   Number    of   Cattle.     This   Success, 

<  added  to  the  Enimies  great  Distress  for  want  of  Fresh  Provisions, 

""  and  the  Knowledge  of  the  Defenceless  State  of  the  Country 
which  might  easily  be  procured  from  the  number  of  disaffected 

)  People  who  are  Constantly  passing  and  repassing  we  are  appre- 
hensive will  induce  them  to  make  fiirtlu'r  allempts  to  plunder 
the  Inhabitants  and  distroy  the  Stores,  that  are  constantly 
passing  over  the  Ferry  1o  tlio  aniiy,  unless  some  Provision  is 
made  for  the  Protection  of  the  Country. 

Mr.  Walker,  a  Prudent  and  Spirited  Officer  who  Served  as 
a  Lieutenant  in  Capt.  Gardner's  late  Company,  and  who  is  desir- 
ous of  being  Continued  in  the  I'ublic  Service  can  give  your  Ex- 
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cellency  the  necessary  Information  on  this  Subject.     We  beg 

leave  to  refer  you  to  him  for  Particulars  and  are  with  Esteem 

and  Respect  Your  very  humble  serv'ts 

Thos.  Smith. 
His  Exc'y  Gov'r  Clinton, 


[No.  971.] 
A  Request  for  Hides  to  Assure  the  Success  of  a  Slioe  Factory. 

Danbury  25  of  Desem'r  1777. 
Hono'd  Sir,  Pardon  the  Freadom  I  take  in  acquanteing  you 
that  for  the  Generl  Good  I  have  Set  up  a  Shew  Factory.  But 
without  Sum  assistance,  Judge  it  will  not  Be  So  usefull  as  I 
Could  Wish — the  only  Assistance  I  ask  of  Your  Excelen'y  is  if 
Conveeneant  an  order  for  a  Few  Hydes — the  am't  thereof  Shall 
Be  immediately  Pay'd  and  the  Hydes  apply'd  to  the  Use  above 
Mentio'd — the  Barer  Colonell  Lam  Can  tell  Your  Excelency 
Wheather  my  Indeavours  intitles  Me  To  Your  Notis  or  Not.  I 
am  Your  Excelencey  Ob't  Hum'e  S't 

Christo'r  Duyckinck. 
To  His  Excellancey  George  Clinton. 


Colonel  Livingston  Describes  the  Destitution  and  Suffering  of  the 
Fourth  New  York. 

*Camp  near  Valley  Forge,  Dec.  25th,  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency — 

Not  only  my  duty  but  humanity  itself  obliges  me  to  lay  before 
you  the  distressed  situation  of  the  4th  New  York  regiment  under 
my  command. 

Wholly  destitute  of  clothing,  the  men  and  oflBcers  are  now 
perishing  in  the  field  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  that  at  a 

*From  the  Journal  of  the  CoubcII  of  Safety. 
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time  when  the  troops  of  almost  every  other  State  are  receiving 
supplies  of  everything  necessary  and  comfortable.  Circum- 
stances so  discouraging  to  the  troops,  that  if  not  soon  remedied, 
must  end  in  a  dissolution  of  the  regiment,  and  thereby  affect  the 
Continent  at  large,  but  more  particularly  the  State  of  New  York. 
I  am  sensible  that  much  has  been  said  with  respect  to  our  not 
having  paid  for  the  surplus  of  clothing  already  received  by  the 
regiment;  but  this  your  Excellency  must  not  attribute  to  any 
neglect  on  our  parts,  for  though  the  continual  movements  of  the 
regiment,  has  prevented  the  officer  from  coming  to  a  settlement 
with  the  paymaster,  your  Excellency  may  be  assured  the  money 
has  long  been  in  his  hands,  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the 
demands  of  the  State  against  the  regiment. 

When  your  Excellency  has  maturely  considered  these  matters, 
I  have  no  doubt  you  will  take  such  measures  that  the  troops  of 
the  State  of  New  York  will  no  longer  be  ashamed  to  appear  in 
the  field  with  those  of  the  other  States. 

I  doubt  not  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  now  take, 
and  believe  me,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  humble  servant, 

Henry  B.  Livingston. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No  972.] 
An  Effort  to  Secure  an  Exchange  for  Colonel  Livingston. 

Hartford,  26th  Dec'r  1777. 

Dear  Sir,  Finding  Mr.  Tompson  here  anxiously  concernd  to 

procure  the  Exchange  of  your  Neighbour  Col.  Allison,  for  one 

Col.  Barton,  I  thought  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  Suggest  to  you 

that  altho'  the  Cartel  is  yet  Suspended  &  therefore  no  negotia- 
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tion  can  be  By  the  General  on  this  Subject,  yet  the  Governort 
of  particular  States  have  in  several  Instances  undertaken  to  Kx- 
change  in  their  own  names;  perhaps  this  may  be  effected  that 
way,  I  hope  to  see  you  at  Camp  soon.  I  am  my  D'r  8'r  y>  obed't 
li'e  Serv.  Sain'l  II.  I'arwons. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  973.] 

ALL  QUIET  ALONG  THE  HUDSON. 

Govenwr  Clinton  Cynical  Over  Wolf-Kilhr  Puttuivis  .loui/c-*  - 

General  Parsons^  Expcditifm  Across  the  f^ouml. 

Poughkeepsie  27th  Dec'r  1777. 
D'r  Colonel,  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  lUh 
Instant*  «&  two  of  an  Earlier  Date  without  an  Opiwrtunity  of 
Returning  you  an  Answer  before  this.  I  conclude  by  this  Time 
your  done  maneuvering  &  both  armies  fixt  down  in  Quarters.  I 
wish  you's  equal  to  that  of  the  Enemy  in  which  Caee  you  have  no 
Reason  to  Complain.  We  must  be  IMiilnsophers.  This  War  alTordH 
ufi  many  good  Lessons  if  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  improve 
them.  I  shoud  be  unhappy  to  hear  you  had  niett  with  sulliclent 
Cause  to  warrant  your  quitting  the  Service  without  it  I  am  per- 


•Camp  4  miles  Wt  of  ScuyUilll.  Dec'r 
Dear  Governor,  I  wrote  you  4  daya  ago.    Since  that  wo  have  pass'd  the  ?- 
made  a  variety  of  motions  &  the  enemy  are  crosed  &  gone  Into  the  OH-  !• 

They  came  out  on  this  side  the  river  after  they  had  been  out  towards  »— 

whether  we  came  over  to  fight  or  no  I  Know  not.  however  here  wo  ar«— I'u^;  ^    ^  -  tf 
you  raise  a  State  regt.  think  of  Albert!  he  deserved  every  thinR.   &  ha*  ""^ '•'    »'''"*| 
progress  in  Military  accomplish'ts.    Make  him  at  least  Lt.   <■■'     -^^     '   ^  ""    •  ' 
with  something  extraoid'y  &  of  old  standing  in  the  army  m;i 
of  none  in  your  State  that  is  superior  in  ability  &.  none  of  cqu 

its  now  necessary  to  explain  why  I  intimate  this  matter-It  I*  l«c*u*«  1  Ul.evc  1  t^U 
give  up  the  regt.  (as  will  many  others)  &  Albert  has  hinted  In  ih««  f"*  h«  wlU  «o 
so— For  my  own  part  if  I  do  resign  where  I  am  I  cannot  go  Int-  "  In  «By 

other  way  with  decency  nor  will  I.  out  of  personal  respect  to  tl  ^"^JTI! 

be  assured  I  anl  not  designing  In  my  own  favor.  1  rive  you  all  i..,-  ..-^  '~'^^^Vi 
ago-&  now  conclude  Wh  Comp's  to  ycur  Furaily-tbe  Gonl.  &  thai  I  am  wl«  aa« 
respect  D'r  Governor  Your  much  oblidged  &  most  hbl.  Sert  Malcom. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton.  New  Windsor. 

t  Albert  Pawling. 
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swadcd  Toii  will  not.  It  gives  me  real  Pleasure  to  find  that  Paw- 
ling approves  himself  eiinal  to  the  good  Charecter  I  have  fre- 
quently gave  him.  Be  assured,  Sir,  it  was  his  Merrit  &  no  jiarticu- 
lar  Attachment  arising  from  any  partial  Motive  that  engaged  him 
my  Friendship  &  that  whenever  it  ehall  be  in  my  Power  to  serve 
him  or  you  it  will  (without  Compliment  for  that  is  Thrass  I 
despise)  give  me  peculiar  Pleasure.  A  State  Rtgt.  is  a  Matter 
very  Uncertain,  tho  what  I  much  approve  but  it  depends  on  the 
Legislature  who  may  Think  very  differently. 

We  have  no  News  in  this  Quarter  except  that  Genl.  Tutnaui 
has  not  yet  taken  New  York  or  even  Fort  Indepeudance.  Genl. 
Parsons  crosst  the  Sound  to  Long  Island  some  Weeks  aiter  it  was 
published  thro  the  Country  that  such  an  Expedition  was  ou  Foot 
&  the  last  I  heard  of  him  he  was  at  the  East  End  &  about  to 
return.  I  cant  learn  that  he  has  effected  any  Thing  Matterial  or 
if  you  please  immaterial.  Colos.  Webb  &  Eli  with  Part  of  the 
Troops  designed  for  the  Expedition,  the  number  I  cant  learn,  I 
believe  ab't  GO  were  taken  on  Board  the  Schuyler,  Privateer,  cross- 
ing the  Sound  by  one  of  Enemies  Armed  Vessels. 

I  coud  wish  your  Regt.  in  this  Quarter  for  the  Winter.  The 
General  knows  if  he  has  not  forgot. 

Genl.  Putnam  is  ordered  to  turn  his  Views  to  the  Works  for  the 
Security  of  the  River  in  Future. — hardly  any  Thing  is  yet  done  at 
them  &  little  I  think  is  to  be  expected.  The  Good  Man['s]  Views 
are  not  calculated  for  Things  of  this  Sort.  Adieu  &  believe  me 
Yours  Sincerely  G.  Clinton. 

[To  Col.  William  Malcom.] 

Colo.  Pawling  is  here  &  well.  It  is  some  Time  since  I  heard 
from  your  Familly;  is  the  Major  so  very  attentive  to  Duty  as  not 
to  be  able  to  Spare  Time  to  write  me  a  Line? 
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[No.  974.1    • 
ANumher  of  Tories  Broufjht  Over  from  f.otuj  Island  to  Vunttrclicul. 

Lyme  in  Connoc'lt  2Hth  Dec'r  1777. 
Dear  Sir,  Several  Persons  liavc  been  hio't  from  Lonjj  Uland 
who  have  been  exceedingly  active  in  distressing  tlie  well  nfTectcd 
there; 

Among  These  are  Major  Wiekhani,  Major  Hii<l«nn,  Onmge 
Webb,  &  Matth'w  Wells  of  Southokl  Township,  John  Ireland  of 
Huntington  &  sundry  others.  None  of  these  act  under  military 
Commissions  except  Hudson;  the  others  must  bo  considered  aa 
State  Prisoners  &  fall  within  your  Direction  being  Hubjccti  of 
your  State:  they  are  now  with  the  Commissary  of  Prigoners  at 
Hartford;  if  you  think  it  necessary  to  give  any  I'articuhir  Orders 
respecting  them  the  Commissary  will  dmilifli-ss  roinnlv  uitb  rinv 
Directions  you  give. 

The  well  affected  Inhabitants  of  Suffolk  County  are  anxioug  to 
have  Wickham,  Hudson  &  Ireland  kept  upan  ye  main  they  macb 
fear  their  Return,  they  are  now  all  upon  their  Parole.  I  am  y'r 
Excellency's  Obed't  h'e  Serv.  Sam!  11  rareons. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 


[No.  975.] 

A  Few  Debts  Due  Ocorge  Clinton. 

Debts  due  to  George  Clinton  Esqr.  2Sthe  Dec'r  1779.* 

Walter  McMichaels  Bond  8th  July  1775— £  20—0—0  Int'gt  from 

Date;  Francis  &  David  Mandevilles  Pond  7th  June  177G— £50 

0     0     Int'st  from  the  Date;  Abujah  Yelverton's  Pond  11th  Nor'r 


•As  win  be  seen  from  Uie  date  the  original  editor  of  IbcM  manuacrlptt  •j»p*r<r.-:f 
misplaced  this  document.  In  order  not  to  disturb  the  regular  running  or4«r  U»«  prw«Bt 
editor  leaves  It  as  It  la.— Statb  Historian. 
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1773— £12  12  0  Inf  St  trom  the  Date;  Olirer  Gray's  Bill  penal 
20th  Aug't  1773  £24  IS  3^  Int'st  from  the  Date;  Jaraei 
McMunn  31st  March  1777  £25  0  0  Int'st  from  the  Date;  Wm. 
Holly  &  Saml.  Gale's  Bond  20th  May  1770  £74  7  2  Int'st  from 
the  Date;  Wm.  Williams  &  ^aml.  Arthur's  Note  12th  Apl.  1773 
£13  9  4  Int'st  from  the  Date;  Robt.  Burnet  Jun'r's  Bond  18tb 
July  1775    £258    3    0    p'd  in  Part  for  Int'st  &c £40 

N.  B.  £  .  .  of  this  Sum  is  due  to  G  Livingston  for  which  she 
has  my  Bond. 

Gershom  Owen's  Note  16th  Sep'r  1774  £14  15  3  Int'st  till 
paid;  Jonathan  White's  Note  6th  July  1773  £11  10  0  Int'st 
from  Date;  Moses  Knap's  Note  21st  June  1770;  £10  0  0 
Christ'r  Tappen's  Note  14th  March  1770;  £159  0  0  Morris 
Flewilling  &  others  Bond  1st  Apl.  1769  £20  0  0  Int'st  from 
18th  Dec'r  1771;  Sam).  ^V:  James  Denton's  Bond  6th  Apl.  1773 
£22  18  5  Infst  from  25th  Apl.  1775;  Isaac  Belknap's  Bond 
1st  Sep'r  1770  £20  17  10  Int'st  from  Date;  David  Wyatt's  Bill 
penal  24th  May  1772  £18    11    0    Int'st  from  Date; 

N.  B.  I  have  Saml.  Wyath  Letter  promising  to  pay  his  Debt. 

Thomas  11.  Barclay  l>y  his  (.)idt.r  on  Mr.  Crcighton  not  ac- 
cepted for  a  Negro  sold  him;  Inl'st  from  Date  of  Order. 

Debts  due  To  the  Estate  of  Chas.  Clinton  Esqr.  dec'd:  Robt. 
Burnett's  Bond  1st  June  1772  £20  Int'st  from  Date;  Saml.  Clarke 
&  Saml.  Fowler's  Bond  21st  Au«i't  1772  £100  Int'st  from  2Lst 
Aug't  1774. 


Governor  Clinton  Writes  Hamilton  Relative  to  Deprcdatioti^  on  the 
Part  of  Marauders. 

Poughkeepsie,  28th  December,  1777. 
Dear  Sir:  I  was  favored  with  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
22d  instant,  some  days  since,  and  returned  a  short  answer  to  it 
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by  the  express  who  brought  it;  but  as  I  have  reason  to  hflicve  you 
had  left  Peelvslcill  before  he  got  there.  I  rondude  luy  letter  ba« 
not  been  received.  I  have  not  a  doiild  hut  tliaf  there  have  boon 
such  unjust  and  disliouoralilc  practices  couiiniUcd  on  the  in- 
habitants as  you  mention;  nor  have  1  reason  to  believe  they 
were  without  the  knowledge  of  tlie  commanding  ollicir  of  the 
Department.  Complaints  have  been  exliibiled  to  liini  (jf  cattlo, 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  Slate,  living  near  fob 
Robinson's,  being  drove  off  by  parties  of  the  continental  troo[»», 
and  sold  at  vendue  in  New  England,  without  any  account  being 
rendered  to  the  proprietors;  and.  if  I  am  riglitly  informed,  an 
oflScer  with  a  party,  took  sundry  articles  from  Robinson's,  sent 
them  off  and  sold  them  in  like  manner  in  Connecticut,  and  has 
not  accounted  with  the  States  for  the  proceeds.  Of  this  I  in- 
formed General  Putnam,  and  desired  that  an  inciuiry  might  be 
made  into  the  conduct  of  the  officer  commanding  the  party,  to 
which  I  was  more  particularly  induced,  as  I  found  he  had  given 
an  order  on  the  Quarter-Master  General  for  the  payment  of  the 
teams  employed  in  carrying  off  those  effects;  Itut  I  have  reason  to 
believe  he  has  no  regard  to  my  request.  Of  this  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced, that  the  soldiery  claim  as  lawful  prize  every  thing  they 
take  within  the  enemy's  lines,  though  the  property  of  our  best 
friends,  and  whatever  is  taken  beyond  our  advanced  posts,  by  a 
generous  construction,  comes  within  the  above  predicament.  On 
this  principle  the  several  articles  taken  at  and  near  Kobinson'a 
were  sold  because  the  enemy's  shipping  were  then  in  the  river 
near  that  place;  and  on  the  same  principle  indiscriminate  plunder 
might  have  taken  place  on  b<ith  sid<s  of  the  river  as  high  up 
as  the  manor  of  Livingston.  Little  good  can  be  expected  of  an 
army  whose  interest  it  is  to  sulTer  a  country  to  be  abandoned 
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to  the  enemy,  thereby  to  justify  plundering    the    inhabitants 
Perhaps,  and  I  don't  know  tliat  it  would  be  uncharitable  to  sup- 
pose, that  it  is  this  trade  that  makes  some  people  so  very  fond 
of  little  expeditions. 

I  hare  long  thought  to  ascertain  these  facts,  and  seek  redress 
not  only  for  the  parties  immediately  injured,  but  the  public;  but 
my  time  has  been  so  fully  employed  of  late  about  other  matters 
that  I  have  been  obliged  to  neglect  it. 

May  I  expect  a  line  from  you  whenever  you  have  leisure;  be 
assured  it  \sill  always  be  most  kindly  received,  though  perhaps 
not  quite  so  punctually  answered  by 

Your  most  obedient  servant 

Geo.  Clinton.* 
My  respects  to  Capt.  Gibbs  and  young  Livingston. 


[No.  976.] 
Armed  Tories  Captured  to  Be  Confined  in  Close  Jail. 

In  Congress  Dec'r  29th  1777. 
Resolved,  That  all  Persons,  Inhabitants  of  any  of  these  United 
States  who  have  voluntarily  inlisted,  or  shall  so  enlist  with,  or 
join  the  Enemy  of  the  said  Slates,  and  have  been,  or  shall  be 
taken  in  Arms,  shall  be  confined  in  close  Jail,  subject  to  be 
delivered  up  to  the  respective  States  to  which  they  belong,  to 
be  dealt  with  agreeably  to  the  Laws  thereof;  And  that  the 
Commissary  Genl.  of  Prisoners,  and  his  Deputies,  be  directed, 
from  Time  to  Time,  to  transmit  to  the  respective  States,  the 


*HamlItoo'B  Works,  Vol.  I,  page  66. 
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Names  of  such  of  their  Cili/.cns  who  lia\»-  Ihm-ii  luaih-  rrisoners. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Chas.  TlioniKon  iiec'y. 
Congress  recomiuciul  the  publicaiion  <»f  iliis  Act  in  tin-  N«'W 
York  Gazette. 


[No.  !»7T.] 
John  Addison  Writes  a  Letter  of  Acknoxclidijvunt. 

Hurley  J)eceiub'r  li'.Uh   1777. 

Sir,  I  expected  long  ee'r  now,  to  have  returiud  you  in  i'l-iKon, 
my  most  grateful  Acknowledgments,  for  your  p-ntrous  lA'tlcr 
to  me  of  the  1st  of  November  uU:  had  1  nut  bLtu  i»icveuied  by 
some  unavoidable  &  unforseen  Circumstances:  such  as  Sickness, 
&e,  &c, — 

My  early  Acquaintance  with  you,  on  my  Arrival  on  ihis  side 
the  Atlantic,  I  have  ever  esteem'd,  and  from  Experience  found  il 
to  be,  One  of  the  most  fortunate  Events  of  my  Life.  To  be  con 
nected  with,  &  approved  by  the  ^\  isc,  tht-  Creat  and  the  (Jood. 
is  Sufficient,  either  to  raise  the  meanest,  or  add  a  I.u>in-  t«)  thr 
Brightest  Character. 

Permit  me  now,  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that,  reposiu^c  th<: 
most  implicit  Confidence  in  y(.ur  Rrncvoh'uc'  .V:  Sincerity ;  I 
view  the  generous  Otfer  of  your  Friendship  lo  m.-,  at  this  Tinu*. 
as  laying  me  under  Obligations  to  you,  wlii.  1.  1  .an  no  mor.' 
cease  to  forget,  then  ever  be  able,  sufficiently  to  r.-pay.  And  ihat 
in  the  Character  of  a  Teacher,  as  well  as  in  every  ..iher  Sphero 
of  Life,  in  which  Providence  may  cast  my  Lot,  it  shall  be  my 
invariable  Study  &  Concern,  to  n-mhr  myself  still  more  worthy 
of  your  attention  and  Regard. 
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The  Trustees  are  preparing  materials,  and  determined  to  re- 
build the  Academy  in  Kingston  next  Summer,  if  the  public 
Calamities  will  admit. 

Miss  Blandina  perused  that  part  of  jour  Letter  which  related 
to  the  Prisoners,  alias  to  herself:  fc?he  smiled,  she  Blush'd  and 
thanked  tou  for  your  kind  Intentions  to  serve  her.  She  has 
since,  shewed  me  another  from  your  own  Ilaud  uu  the  same 
Subject:  She  says  "you  are  exceeding  kind  &  honour  her  much." 
If  the  Colo.*  bravely  lost  one  Fort,  "tis  dear  to  me,  Another  will 
surrender  of  itself  to  him,  upon  his  immediate  Eestoration  to 
Freedom.  Distribute  my  Respects  among  the  Family.  I  am 
with  all  imaginable  Respect  &  Esteem  Your  most  Obed't 

John  Addison.f 
To  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  Miss  Blandina  desires  to  be  remembered  to  Gov'r 
Clinton.  J-  A. 


[Ko.  978.] 

Gewge  Clinton    Notifies    President  Laurens    that    the   New    York 

Legislature  Will  Convene  in  January. 

Poughkeepsie  30th  Dec'r  1777. 
Sir,  Your.  Excellency's  LetterJ   inclosing  the  Resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  9th  &  20th  Instant  came  safe  to  Hand  yesterday. 
My  Letter  of  the  20th  of  this  Month  in  Answer  to  yours  of  the 


•Col.  McClaghry. 

tJohn  Addison  was  the  principal  of  the  Kingston  Academy  from  1774  to  1784.  He  was 
described  as  "  a  man  of  nerve,  of  learning  and  of  first-class  educational  talent"  His 
school  continued  uninterruptedly  until  Vaughaa's  torch  was  applied  to  Kingston,  lie 
was  senior  trustee  and  president  of  the  Academy  In  1795.  He  served  as  member  of 
Assembly  In  1732,  1793  and  1796,  and  was  state  senator  from  1798  to  1800.— Stath 
Histob:an. 

tSee  Laurens  to  Clinton,  pages  C01-C03.  Washington,  under  date  of  December  29,  1777, 
from  his  headquarters  at  Valley  Forge  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the  governors  of 
the  Eastern  States: 

"  I  Uke  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  the  enclosed  return,  which  contains  a 
state  [ment]  of  such  of  the  New  York  regiments  as  are  in  the  army  immediately  under 
my  command.    By  this  you  will  discover  how  deficient,   how  exceedingly  short,   they 
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3d  &  4th  I  woud  fain  hope  has  buou  rt'CLivcd  ore  now;  but  ieaui 
this  ehoud  not  be  the  Case  I  now  inclose  a  Copy  Hy  which  your 
Excellency  will  observe  that  I  have  directed  the  Ix-Kiwlatun*  of 
this  State  to  convene  the  5th  of  next  Mouth  at  which  Time  the 


are  of  the  complement  of  men,   which  of  right,  according  to  Ihr       •>••-•  u.. , 

ought  to  have.    This  information  1  have  thought  It  my  duly  to  1  »l  '» 

may   have   that   attention    which    its   importance   domuiidH;    and    .;.  '■    th« 

most  early  and  vigorous  measures  will  be  adopted,  not  only  to  maico  iho  r«KiiD«iiU 
more  respectable,  but  complete.  The  expediency  and  necusBliy  of  lhl»  protcdut*  ar*  loo 
obvious  to  need  arguments.  Should  we  have  a  rcspeclablo  force  to  commence  an  tarljr 
campaign  with,  before  the  enemy  are  reinforced,  I  trust  wo  shall  have  an  o(>(>ortuoliy 
of  striking  a  favorable  and  an  happy  stroke.  But  If  wo  should  be  oM  , 
it    will    not    be    easy    to    describe,    with    any    degree    of    prolHlou,    \» 

consequences  may  result  from  it.    We  may  rest  assured  that  Drltalu  v, : 

nerve  to  send  from  home  and  abroad,  as  early  as  possible,  ull  the  trco|.i»  It  iitiali  tn>  lo 
her  power  to  raise  or  procure.  Her  views  and  schemes  for  subJugallDK  IhcM  Stales  aod 
bringing  them  under  her  despotic  rule  will  be  unceasing  and  unrcmllUd.  Nor  sbouid 
we,  in  my  opinion,  turn  our  expectations  to,  or  have  the  least  dopendcnc*  on,  lb* 
intervention  of  a  foreign  war.  Our  wishes  on  this  have  been  ! 
and  perhaps  it  may  long  be  the  case.    However,  be  this  as  It  m:. 

be  wholly  on  our  own  strength  and  exertions.    If,  In  addition  to  ;..• 

aid  derived  from  a  war  between  the  enemy  and  any  of  the  European  po»er».  our 
situation  will  be  so  much  the  better;  if  not,  our  efforts  and  exertions  will  bare  bero 
the  more  necessary  and  indispensable.  For  my  own  part.  I  should  be  happy  If  lb« 
Idea  of  a  foreign  rupture  should  be  thrown  entirely  out  of  the  scale  of  pollUcs.  ao4 
that  it  may  have  not  the  least  weight  In  our  public  measure*.  No  bad  cffcci  could 
flow  from  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  many  of  a  salutary  nature.  At  the  same  time. 
I  do  not  mean  that  such  an  idea  ought  to  be  discouraged  among  the  people  at  larKc. 

Your  ready  exertions  to  relieve  the  distress  of  your  troops  for  clothing  have  given  lao 
the  highest  satisfaction.    At  the  same  time,   knowing  how  exceedingly  the  .crvice  baa 
been  injured,  how  that  every  measure  will  be  pursued  that  circumstances  will  admit  to 
keep  them  supplied  from  time  to  time,   no  pains,   no  efforts  can  be  too  grent  for  th(. 
purpose.    The  articles  of  shoes,   stockings,   and   blankets  demand  the  moM 
attention     as  the  expenditure  of  them,   from  the  operations  and  common 
war    we  find  to  be  greater  than  of  any  other  articles.    1  assure  you.  sir.  It 
to  give  you  a  just  and  accurate  Idea  of  the  sufferings  of  the  troops  at 
they  to  be  minutely  detailed,  the  relation,-so  unexpected    "^  <=°"[';»^''J;^  ;;        .        , 
opinion  of  people  distant  from  the  army-would  scarcely  be  'hought  credlbl..     I  fear  I 
shall  wound  your  feelings  by  telling  you,  that  by  a  field-return  on  the  3d  ,r«  n.T    ». 
had  in  camp  not  less  than  2.898  men  unfit  for  duty  by  reason  <>'  '»';j'^  »>'• 
and  otherwise  naked.    Besides  these,   there  are  many  others  detnlnrd  at  t 
and  In  farmers'  houses  for  the  same  causes.    1  will  no  longer  ■'. 
choly  subject,  being  firmly  convinced  that  your  views  and  mo.  • 
employed  to  render  the  situation  of  the  troops,  both  officers  a r 
in  future.    If  the  several   States  direct  their  attention   to  thii 

object    as  I  trust  they  will,  I  have  the  most  sanguine  hopes  ^h  ,  ..  „.  j 

tie  immediately  imported  by  Congress  themselves,  will  be  3-'  -  -^  .'^'Au 
The  return  transmitted  comprehends  only  such  troops  of  your  Suie  a.  "•  J^  «" 
r  >nin  I  imagine  all  the  regiments  stand  nearly  upon  the  same  footing  In  polo  o 
dXiency;  and  from  it  you  will  be  able  to  lorm  a  pretty  Just  e.tlm.f  of  th,  »,o  tba. 
will  he  necessary  to  fill  the  whole. 

Before  Tconclude  I  would  also  add  that  It  will  be  essential  to  Inocul...  th* 
orlevies  as  fast  as  they  are  raised  that  their  '-''-;,  »"*^";"YJ:1X  and  cr.u^ 
be  postponed  the   work  will   be  to  do,   most  probably,   at  an   lnWr«Un«  and  ci.u^ 
period,  and  when  their  aid  may  be  materially  wanted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir.  ..i-ulated  to  r««lr*i« 

p    s  -We  have  taken  post  here  for  the  winter,  as  a  place  best  calculated  to  r..lra.. 
the* ravages  of  the  enemy,  and  busily  employed  In  erecting  buU. 
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Letter  of  Congress  Dated  the  2M  lustaut  ^:  Kesolution  tbereiu 
referred  to  shall  be  laid  before  them. 

In  Consequence  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  9th  Instant 
1  begg  Leave  to  inform  you  Ihat  an  Aditioiial  ^Slember  for  ihis 
State  ifi  ordered  to  give  his  immediate  Attendance.  I  have  the 
Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed"t 

Serv't 

[G.  C] 

(To  Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress.) 


[No.  979.] 

STATE  RECORDS  INACCESSIBLE. 

Governor  Clinton  Inahle  To  Comply  with  a  Request  from  the  War 

Board  in  Consequence. 

(Circular) 

War  Office  November  25"  1777. 

Sir,  I  am  directed  to  request  you  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the 
Board  of  War  the  several  Acts  of  Assembly  or  Ordinances  of 
your  State  for  the  regulation  of  your  Militia,  and  that  you  will 
send  from  time  to  time  any  new  Regulations  on  this  subject. 

I  am  to  entreat  your  immediate  Compliance  with  this  request, 
and  also  that  you  will  therewith  send  a  List  of  the  Officers  ap- 
pointed by  your  State  in  the  Continental  Army  with  their  re- 
spective Ranks  and  Dates  of  Commission  agreable  to  a  former 
Letter  from  the  Board.*  As  a  new  Department  is  established 
by  Congress  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Army  it  is  hoped  you  will 
render  them  every  assistance  in  their  business,  and  particularly 


•The  Board  of  War.  Originally  consstlng  of  three  members.  Gen.  Mifflin,  Col.  Pick- 
ering and  Col.  Harrison,  It  was  enlarged  before  going  Into  operation  to  five  memberB, 
Harrison  having  declined.  General  Gates,  Joseph  Trumbull  and  Richard  Peters  were 
chosen  in  addition  to  .Vlifflin  and  Pukerlug.  Gates  was  elected  president  of  the  Board 
on  the  motion  of  Mifflin.— State  Historian. 
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in  the  Articles  herein  requested.     I  hiive  the  honor  to  be  with 
the  greatest  Respect  Your  vci-v  obcd't  Servant, 

Kicliard  Peters  Sec'y 

Hie  Ex'y  George  Clinton  T;s(|r.  CovcriKir  of  I  In-  State  New  York. 


Poughkecpsie  31  st  Dcc'r  1777. 
Sir,  Tho  it  is  some  Time  since  I  was  favoured  with  your  Lelter 
of  the  25th  Nov'r  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  transmit  to  the 
Board  of  War  the  different  Ordinances  for  the  Reg\>lation  of  the 
Militia  of  this  State  &  List  &  Rank  Roll  of  thi-  Oflicers  appointed 
by  it  in  the  Continental  Army.  These  with  other  public  Record« 
&  Papers  were  removed  from  Kingston  immediately  after  the 
Loss  of  the  Posts  on  Hudson's  River  to  different  Places  of  safi-ty 
in  the  Interior  Parts  of  the  Country.  As  soon  as  they  can  be 
collected  in  you  may  rest  assured  they  shall  be  faithfully  trans- 
mitted to  you. 

Mr.  Wisner  has  not  yet  favoured  me  with  the  Samples  of  oar 
of  the  Lead  Mines  which  you  mentioned  &  referred  me  to  him 
for  in  a  former  Letter  tho  I  have  long  since  wrote  to  him  for 
them.  I  find  that  as  early  as  last  Spring  the  Convention  of  this 
State  appointed  a  Committee  to  Superintend  the  opening  & 
Working  of  the  Lead  Mines  in  it,  but  what  Proficiency  they  have 
made  I  have  [not]  learned;  if  not  equal  to  what  might  be  ex- 
pected I  will  use  my  be[st  endeav]ours  to  have  the  Business  put 

under  such  other  Management  as  will  promise  better  [ ]*. 

I  am  &o. 

[O.  C] 


•MSS.   torn. 
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[No.  980.] 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  OBJECTS 

To  Holding  Prisoners  Hint  Belong  to  This  State. 

New  Hamp'r  Exeter  Dec'r  31st  1777. 

Sir,  By  order  of  the  General  assembly  of  this  State,  I  am  to 
inform  yon,  that  the  persons  sent  by  the  committee  for  detecting 
conspiracies  &c.  in  your  state  to  this,  for  safe  keeping  in  Nov'r 
1776,  have  since  that  time  been  dismissed  by  orders  from  your 
state,  or  discharged  in  consequence  of  their  taking  an  Oath  of 
fidelity,  &  giving  Paroles  to  appear,  before  the  executive  author- 
ity of  your  state,  &  abide  the  order  concerning  them;  or  have 
absconded  without  leave,  except  a  number  who  were  made  pris- 
oners, in  a  skirmish  with  certain  Maj'r  Rogers  &  were  sent  to 
Rhode  Island  for  Exchange  P  order  of  Genl.  Washington,  and 
ten  of  said  number  who  have  remained  ever  since  in  Amherst 
Gaol  in  this  state  who  are  now  sent  to  your  care. 

The  General  assembly  (from  constant  representations)  are  of 
opinion,  that  their  longer  stay  here  will  be  dangerous  to  this 
state; — as  they  continue  firm  in  their  attachment  to  the  late 
kingly  Government;  and  by  the  acquaintance  they  have  con- 
tracted, have  considerable  influence  in  the  minds  of  many  people 
here; — and  besides  we  have  scarce  room  in  our  prisons,  from  the 
large  number  necessarily  confined  for  tryal  on  charges  of  Coun- 
terfeiting our  Currency, — 

The  accounts  of  the  expenditures,  for  necessary  clothing,  diet 
&c,  for  the  said  prisoners,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  collected,  from 
the  several  Sheriffs  &  properly  adjusted  shall  be  transmitted  to 
yon.     I  am  your  Excellency's  most  hble.  Serv't 

Ebenezer  Thompson  Sec'ry  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp'e. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 
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[No.  981.] 
Deficient  Quotas  hy  States  f<,r  ntcruihrr.  /777. 
Keturn  of  the  numbers  wantiuj;  to  complcat  ih.-  cdnliin-ntal 
troops  as  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  niust.-r  maHtcr  penoral 
for  the  month  of  December  1777. 


STATES  AND  THEIR  SEVERAL  Ql'OTAS. 


New  Hampshire  3  battnlions 

Mai-saihuhetts  Bay  15         do 


Klioiit-  Island 

2 

do 

CoiiDedicut 

8 

do 

New  York 

4 

do 

New  Jersey 

4 

do 

P-  n»v  Ivania 

12 

do 

Delaware 

1 

do 

Maivland 

8 

do 

"Virginia 

15 

do 

North  Carolina 

9 

do 

Wanti.no  Tt 

)  CuM|-t.>AT. 

• 

vi 

<c 

3 

a 

"3 

4 

I 

o 

S 

m 

'^ 

h 

a 

s 

6 

Q 

48 

76 

IS 

73 

86 

35 

4,«7« 

8 

19 



731 

— 

13 

12 

l.'M 

12 

32 

8 

1.315 

19 

47 

10 

l.6.>9 

03 

165 

4K 

4.515 

9 

12 

3 

407 

72 

120 

6B 

8.250 

13 

112 

71 

4.736 

244 

224 

51 

4,525 

Tout 


«.K70 
7SS 

i.aot 
i.;o6 

4.'tl 
431 

s.5:o 
4. an 

5.144 


[No.  982.] 

Congress  AsJcs  the  States   to   Suspend  Filling   Vacaticies  for 

Commissioned  Officers. 

In  Congress;  l)«r:  :'l :  1777. 
Eesolved,  That  as  it  is  expedient  to  promote  a  speedy  reforma- 
tion in  the  army,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  discipline,  as 
economy;  &  the  number  of  otticers  being  already  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  that  of  the  privates;  to  avoid  further  eniharassinenta 
in  this  respect;  it  be  recommeiidid  to  the  ■^'overnmenta  of  the 
several  States  to  suspend  filling  up  any  vacancies  in  their  re8i>ec- 
tive  regiments,  until  they  shall  hear  further  from  Congn-ss  on  the 
subject.  *  4 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  sec'y. 
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[No.  983.] 

PREPARING  TO  CONSTRUCT  CANNON. 

Colonel  Hughes'  Report  on  the  Capacity  and  CapabiUties  of  SaUshnry 

Furnace. 

Salisbury  Dec'r  31st  1777. 
Memorandum. 

24 — three  pounders  cast  &  bor'd,  Purpose  unknown; 

20 — six  pounders      Do  «S:  Do — all  on  Mullar's  construction. 

It  is  expected  that  the  furnace  will  be  in  blast  in  10  or  12  Days, 
to  cast  a  few  13  Inch  mortars  at  the  request  of  his  Excellency 
General  Washingrton,  but  It's  very  doubtful  whether  the  Hearth 
will  stand  to  cast  a  large  Number  of  Cannon.  It  will,  therefore, 
be  necessary  to  procure  about  lo  Ton  of  Hearth  stone  from 
Haverstraw,— about  300  Cord  of  Nut  Wood  from  the  state  of 
New  York,  as  being  much  more  convenient  than  any  other,  It 
must  either  be  staddle,  or  such  as  can  be  splits  suitable  for  Coal- 
ing. 

Some  coarse  Cloathing  «&  Shoes  &c.  for  about  30  Men,  Ore 
Diggers,  &  Furnace  Men,  who  must  also  be  sui)plied  with  2  or 
3  Hhds.  Rum. 

A  Company  of  Wood  Cutters  not  less  than  50,  rather  75,  with 
Officers,  to  enforce  Business  when  necessary — these  men  must  be 
furnishd  with  Axes,  Blankets  &C.  as  well  as  3  or  4  Grind  stones, 
Flour,  Salt  Pork,  &c.  Sufficient  to  support  GO  or  70  Men,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Blast  to  the  End. 

12  OF  15  Teams  with  Drivers,  and  Forge,  the  Carts  to  be  built 
for  Tilting  &c. 

On  the  supposition  that  the  foregoing  v*^:  every  other  incidental 
Necessary  is  supplied.  It  is  thought  that  a  100 — thirty-two 
pounders  may  be  cast  in  10  Weeks  from  th(;  Time  the  furnace  is 
in  blast,  which  may  be  continued  about  a  Year, — 
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Mr.  Whiting  is  not  quite  clear,  but  the  works  for  boring,  may 
want  some  repair,  &c.  Neither  is  he  Certain  but  Home  little 
Difficulty  may  arise  in  sinking  a  Shaft  for  casting  the  large  can- 
non, on  acco't  of  the  springiness  of  the  Ground,  which  may  re- 
quire a  Pump  &c. 

42  pounders  cannot  be  cast  without  a  double  blasted  Furnace; 
that  is,  two  Sets  of  Bellows. 

Upon  the  whole  Mr.  Whiting,*  seems  to  think  that  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  play  the  Q  M  G,  in  order  to  insure  Suc- 
cess in  Time,  as  the  Inhabitants  of  both  States,  in  that  (2uarter, 
are  rather  backward,  in  promoting  the  Service,  unlesw  aiijinlu'n- 

sive  of  Compulsion  &c. 

[Hugh  IIughe«.] 


[No.  984.] 

Loyal  Persons  in  Tryon  County  Fitted  for  Civil  Office  indtr  the 

New  State  Qovet'ntnent. 
Judges. 

Jacob  Klock  unqualified    Win.  Harper 

Jellis  Fonda Win.  iSchuyler 

Wm.  Wills  not  in  the  County Doctor  Petry 

Wm.  Schuyler  in  good  reputation \'nlck<r'    \'.  ..I.t 

Frederic  Vischer 

Assistant  Judges. 

John  Fry  not  active  iu  tjie  cause I'eter  Sutz 

George  Herckemer,  besides  of  the  :il)ove  of 

no  good  moral  Character Ihiirv  II.  Wallrath 

Wm.  Harper:  the  best  qualified  in  all  respects  | 

Zephania  Batchelor  not  active  and  too  close  >  Abrah'ni  \  an  il..orn 

connected  with  Esqrs.  Fonda  6c   Vischer ) 

*0De  of  Uio  Man&gers. 


•  John  V.  de  Worken 
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Yolckert  Yeeder  !  John  Moore 

John  Moore  i  JSainuel  Gardinier 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Mathias  Brown,  active  and  well  qualified.  . .   Mathias  Brown 

Charles  Van  Eps Charles  V.  Eps 

John  Fonda ; -not  active  and  lickewise  con- 
nected 
Abraham  Van  Horn ;  of  good  reputation 

Driesge  Wenip 

David  McMaster  not  active  and  supertluous, 

because  the  next  following  lives  in  the 

same  Neighbourhood 

Isaac  Muselis  in  good  reputation Isaac  Muselis 

Coroner  Kingcaid  not  best  qualified  and  too 

close  connected. 

Peter  S.  Teygert Peter  S.  Tejgert 

Wm.  Teygert  inactive  and  ill  qualified  "j 

,      „  .,,1  John  Wohlgemuth 

Henry  Wm.  Seeber,  inactive  and   of  an   ill  f  -^^^ 

moral  character  j 

Wm.   Petry,   in    good    reputation    and  well 

qualified 

Frederic  Fox,  in  good  reputation Frederic  Fox 

Peter  Waggoner  jun'r  in  good  reputation  . .    Peter  Waggoner 

Antony  Van  Vechten  Sherif Gerhard  P.ottmaiin 

Abraham  Veeder  Coroner Abr'in  Veeder 

P.  S.  The  writer  can  not  be  positive,  wheter  there  is  some 
omitted  or  transposed,  nor  wheter  Doctor  Petry's  Christian  Name 
is  William. 


Note  on  MSS  by  George  W.  Clinton:  Confidential  notes  as  to  civil  officers  for  Tryon 
County  They  a?J  supposed  to  have  been  furnished  In  1777  because  the  State  Govern- 
ment  went  Into  operation  In  that  year,  and  the  Governor  ^'ght  ^f '>  ^va"  l''^^*''  *>' 
Dom.  GroB's  knowledge  of  Individuals  to  make  selections  for  appolntmenU. 
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[No.  985.] 

Returns  of  Prisoners  Taken  hy  the  British  at  the  Cnpturr  of  Fortt 

Clinton  and  Montgomery,  [October  6,  i777'  • 


Total 


3 

- 

^ 

u 

1      o 
«      '      ea 

a          a 

1 

3      J 

a 

■ 
■ 

1 

1 

4          0 

.1 

1 

> 

1 

m 

Rank 

Colonel 

and  names  of  OJIlcers 

James  McCIoukIiIv 

Lt;  Colonel 

Will.  Livingston 

Jacobus  Bruyn 

Will'm  Ellison 

Major 

Samuel  Logan 

Stephen  Lush 

Captain 

Henry  Godwin 

Cornel  Swortwout 

Zachariali  Du  Bois 

Ephraim  Fenno 

James  Uniphreys 

Lieutenant 

Solom'n  Pendleton 

Paton  Jackson 

John  Furman 

Henry  Pauling 

Ebenezcr  Molt 

Samuel  Dodge 

Benja,  Halsted 

John  Hunter 

nonry  Brewster 

•  This  date  supplied  by  George  W.  Clintoa. 
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Rank  and  names  of  Ofiicers 

Ensign  Abraham  Laggett 

John  McClougbry 
Henry  Swortwout 
A,  D,  Q,  M  Genl.  Oliver  Glean 

Quarter  Master  Nehem'  Carpenter 

Director  Ordnance    James  Gilliland 

Jos.  Loring  Commiss'y  of  Prisoners. 
N.  B.     Besides  The  Above  Major  Hammil;*  on  Parole  by  Order 
of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  Kew  York. 


[No.  986.] 
Concerning  the  Ra7ik  of  Colonel  Pawling. 
Respecting  the  Rank  of  Coll.  Pawling;  in  the  year  1755  he  Rec'd 
a  Comision  Under  the  Crown  appointing  him  Major  of  the  first 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  Ulser  County  whereof  Job's  Hardenbergh 
was  Coll;  he  Continued  as  Such  Untill  a  New  Regulation  of  the 
Militia  was  form'd  by  the  Hon'ble  Convention  (Now)  of  The  State 
of  New  York;  when  said  Convention  thought  proper  To  Divide 
S'd  Regiment  in  two  Seperate  Regiments,  giving  The  Command 
of  one  of  S'd  Regiments  to  Coll.  Pawling  and  the  other  Coll. 
Snider,  Coll.  Pawling's  Commision  bares  Date  ye  25th  Day  of 
Oct'r  1775;  Coll.  Snider  Did  not  Rec'd  his  Commision  till  Several 
Months  after;  thier  is  two  other  Regiments  in  S'd  County,  but 
as  no  Araingmeuts  is  made  in  Said  County  Respecting  Ranks,  at 
least  if  their  i&  it  is  Unknown  to  Coll.  Pawling,  he  Dont  know 
whether  he  is  first  Sec'd  third  or  fourth.  Coll.  Pawling's  Lieut. 
Coll.  wafi  Some  time  Last  winter  a  Lieut.  Col.  of  a  Minute  Regi- 
ment and  his  Major  About  the  same  time  a  major  also  In  a  Minute 
Regiment.  

•See  document  1772,  Volume  IV. 
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[No.  987.] 
Worh  of  Raiders  in  New  Jersey. 
Capt.  Robt.  Johnson  &  Party  &  Crane  &  Party  took  228  Copper 
Hoops  w't  4C — 2Qr  from  Anderson's  Store— Cast'g;  1^  Pipe  Wine 
of  Rich'd  Curson  Do  from  Anderson's  Store;  Mre.  MaiiBel'H  prop- 
erty— from  Do;  7  Waggon  Loads  Leather  of  Cooper— Kinderke- 
mac;  4  Do  of  Do  from  David  Picks  The  property  of  Kcralenbergh 
People;  Rich'd  Earle's  property  consisting  of  Cloaths  Linneu  &c; 

Do  of  Quackenboss  a  Weaver  near  Mince's  Mill  being  Linen;  &c. 

*  *  *  •  •  • 

Capt.  Banta  &  Vanderbeck  of  Wiremus — pretended  to  be  done 
by  Major  Goetchius  Men; 

Capt.  John  Walker  2  or  3  Loads  Furniture  from  his  Lodging 
and  a  Stone  Horse  from  Freeland  which  Crane  now  ridea, 

Peter  Clopper  1  or  2  Looking  Glassee  from  Acquakanuuk 
Winter  before  last. 

John  Rikeman  leather  of  Tappen  Town;  Rikeman  gone  to  the 
Enemy;  told  Mr.  Kip  he  had  1100;  some  sold  &  some  worked  up 
above  half  gone.  Pressing  Inhabitants  Teems  &  Horses  to  ride 
about  near  100  without  pay. 

Johnson  Crane  &  Underdunk  took  the  Property  of  \\m.  Bayard 
John  Dunscomb  Sen'r  Capt.  Peter  Lent  John  Geusner  Joseph 
Downs  Gasia  Bogart  &  Ackermans, 

Major  Clark  took  of  David  Picks  I'ropiriy  lu  llddfi  Kum  <..!. 
&  Brandy. 

Endorsed  by  Clinton:  Comp't  ag't  Capt.  Johnson  &  others  made 
by  D  Q  M  Kip  to  Mr.  Justice  Morris  of  New  Jersey. 
40 
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[No.  9S8.] 
Commissioned  Officers  Charged  with  l^eglcct  of  Duty. 
Capt.  Tuthill,  Lieut.  Hobart,  Lieut.  Horton,  Stand  Charged  with 
a  Shameful  neglect  of  not  marching  with  Their  Classes  when 
ordered  to  Menicinck, 


[No.  989.] 
Suspects. 
Capt.  John  Wisener  Capt.  Dolson  Jonathan  Thompson;  all  have 
Silver  and  Rufifeld  Shurte;  Thompson  hafi  Silver  at  Whites  and 
plunder  at  Richard  Wood  at  Goshen. 
Jacob  Vanskike  privet  at  Warwick. 


[No.  990.] 
A  List  of  Whigs  and  Tories. 

THE  WHIGS. 

Bermiah  Thomas  Capt.  Walton  A  good  whig  &  had  Liberty  from 

Maj'r  Payne  to  remain  at  Home 
on  acc't  of  His  Wife's  Illness. 
Stephen  Palmer  belongs  to  no  Corap'y  Capt,  Gale  gives  Him  the 

Character  of  a  Whig 
James  Konktorite  Capt.  Humphrey     Maj'r  Payne  gives  Him  the 

same  Character 
Isaac. Garret  Do    Capt.  Hopkins 

Caleb  Edmonds  Do     Capt.  Southerland 

Enoch  Crosbie  Do     Capt.  Hopkins 

Silvanus  Tarbel  Do    Capt.  Southerland 

James  Palmer  Do  Do 

Gideon  Cornwall  Do     Capt.  Willers 
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Daniel  Davison 

Aaron  Henry 

William  Stoutenbergh  Ju'r 

William  Drake 

Henry  Kinney 

James  Begle 

Ebenezer  Lattemer 

Hugh  Wiley 

Jacob  Everson 

William  Pugsley 

James  Pugsley 

David  Milk 

Theop's  Lockwood 

Isaac  Boyce 

Mortimer  Gage 

Leonard  Cook 

Jer'h  Brown 

Ezra  Allen 

Elijah  Tinney 

John  Punderson 

John  Husted 

William  Blunt 


John  Lapham 
Philkin  German 
Jeremiah  Maddon 
Michael  Waltermeyer 
James  Marshal 
Pazzi  Lapham 
Matthew  Prough 


Do  Capl.  Sonlli.ilarHl 

Do  Capl.   IIiiiii|ilircvH 

Do  Colo.  Frear  — Capt.  SjM-ncer 

Do  Capt.  WallfTH 

Do  Do 

Do  Do 

Do  Do 

Do  Exemp't  Capt.  W  illct 

Do  Capt.  Walters 

Do  Capt.  SoutlKiland 

Do  Capt.  Tammage 

Do  Capt.  Walters 

Do  Do 

Do  Capt.  Southerland 

Do  Do 

Do  Capt.  Wilier 

Do  Do 

Do  Capt.  Tammage 

Do  Do 

Do  Do 

Do  Capt.  Southerland 

Do  Exemp't  Capt.  Willet. 


THE   TORIES. 

A  Tory  Uopkiu's  Kegt. 

Do  Capt.  TaiiiinagfK 

Do  Colo.  Fri'urs 

Do  Capt.  Humphreys 

Do  Capt.  Wilier 

Do  Capt.  Southerland 

Do  Capt.  Huniphroj-s 
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Nathaniel  Smith 
Daniel  Soule 
Isaac  Walters 
John  Northrop 
Caleb  Foster 
James  Harris 

Joseph  Jajcocks 
Cristopher  Dutcher 
Joseph  Southerland 

Benjamin  Walters 
Owen  Wilber 
John  Boyce 
David  Gage 
Gibriei  Duzenbury 
Jacob  Van  Camp 


Do  Capt.  Southerland 

Do  Capt.  Haights 

Do  Capt.  Willers 

Do  Capt.  Southerland 

Do  Do 

Do  Col.  Vandeburghs — Capt. 
Reynolds 

Do  Capt.  Southerland 

Do  Capt.  Wilier 

Do  quite  a  Lad — Capt.  Souther- 
land 

Do  Capt.  Willers 

Do  Capt.  Southerland 

Do  Do 

Do  Capt.  Haight 

Do  Capt.  Southerland 

Do  Capt.  Humphreys 


[No.  991.] 

COLONEL  SNYDER  VINDICATED. 

Draft  of  a  Paper  by  George  Clinton  Explaining  the  Proceedings  for 

Calling  out  the  Militia  Prior  to  the  Affairs  at  Forts  Montgomery 

and  Clinton. 

That  about  the  27"  of  March  last  and  shortly  after  the  Enemy 
destroyed  our  Stores  at  Peeks  Kill,  I  received  a  Reeolve  of  the 
Honorable  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  York  authorizing 
and  requiring  me  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  militia  either  on 
the  Requisition  of  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  or  at  my  own 
Discretion  to  call  into  actual  Service  all  or  any  Part  or  Propor- 
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tion  of  the  militia  as  well  Horse  as  Foot  of  the  fifvcral  Couiiti«  a 
of  West  Chester  Dutchess  Ulster  &  Orange  or  either  of  them,  and 
that  I  should  station  the  said  Militia  in  Huch  manner  an  mifjht 
be  most  proper  for  the  securing  the  Postfi  &  Passes  in  the  High- 
lands and  frustrating  the  attempts  of  the  Enemy  to  make  In- 
cursions into  the  State,  and  that  they  should  be  discharged  an 
soon  as  the  arrival  of  a  sufficient  Number  of  Continental  Troopn 
or  other  Contingency  should  render  their  Continuance  in  the  Field 
unnecessary;  this  Resolve  was  to  continue  in   Force  until    1st 
Aug't.    In  Consequence  of  which  Resolve  and  conceiving  it  abno- 
lutely  necessary  from  the  small  Number  of  Continental  Troops  in 
the  Highlands  and  the  Daily  attempts  of  the  Enemy  to  distrean 
in  the  lower  Parte  of  the  Counties  of  West  Chester  and  Orange, 
I  conceived  it  my  Duty  to  put  the  Resolve  in  Execution  by  order- 
ing out  a  Part  of  the  Militia  to  reinforce  the  Garrison  and  occupy 
the  important  Passes  in  the  Highlands  and  to  give  Protection  to 
the  Inhabitants  who  were  most  exposed  to  the  Incursions  of  the 
Enemy;  but  as  the  number  sufficient  for  this  Purpose  was  a  Matter 
worthy  of  due  Deliberation  and  good  advice  and  at  the  same  Time 
it  became  impolitic  at  that  Season  of  the  year  to  call  out  a  greater 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  from  the  Cultivation  of  their  Farms 
than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Service,  I  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  convene  the  Field  Officers  of  the  Countit  e  of  Ulster  and 
Orange  to  consult  upou  the  above  Occasion  and  a  Meeting  wa* 
accordingly  held  on  the  31st  of  March  at  whicli  nio.«t  of  them  at 
tended.    I  then  read  them  the  Resolve  vesting  me  with  the  Power 
of  calling  out  the  Militia,  explained  to  them  the  Itnsiness  of  the 
Meeting,  requested  their  advice  and  intimated  that  I  meant  to  be 
governed  by  it  as  far  as  was  consistant  with  my  Duty.    The  Hivt 
Points  considered  were,  what  Number  was  sufficient  to  reinforce 
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the  Garrison  at  Fort  Montgomery,  to  occupy  the  Pass  at  Sidnam's 
Bridge  and  to  give  Protection  to  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Southern 
Part  of  the  County  of  Orange.  It  was  determined  I  think  unanl- 
mously  that  twelve  hundred  Men  at  least,  to  consist  of  three  Regi- 
ments, were  necessary  for  the  above  Purposes  &  some  of  the 
Gentlemen  thought  a  greater  No.  requisite.  The  Field  Officers  not 
being  possessed  of  the  Returns  of  their  different  Regiments,  I 
desired  them  to  furnish  me  with  Estimate  of  their  Strenghth  as 
nearly  as  they  could  do  it  which  they  did,  and  it  appeared  that 
one  third  Part  of  the  Militia  of  those  two  Counties,  including  the 
Exempts,  would  make  up  the  Compliment  required,  some  of  which 
were  profitable  &  more  equally  burthensome  with  Military  service. 
They  mentioned  that  the  Militia  complained  of  the  great  Number 
of  Persons  who  were  exempted  from  Duty  by  Reason  of  Offices 
&  particular  Business  and  which  could  not  prevent  them  from 
joining  in  the  Defence  of  the  Country  upon  extraordinary  Occa- 
sionfl  especially  in  the  Case  of  an  Invasion.  I  therefore  thought 
it  my  Duty  to  put  the  Question  whether  the  State  was  actually 
invaded  or  not;  they  unanimously  determined  that  it  was  &  my 
private  Opinion  being  then  required  I  answered  ''  That  if  it  was 
not  now  invaded  it  never  would  be  when  the  Capital  &  four  or 
five  Counties  were  in  Possession  of  the  Enemy  and  they  were  daily 
making  Incursions  into  other  Parts  of  the  State  carrying  off  the 
subjects  &  their  Property,  and  if  there  was  a  Necessity  for  call 
ing  out  Exempts  I  thought  no  public  Disadvantage  would  arise 
from  the  Measure,  as  they  were  at  Liberty  [to]  hire  other  Persons 
to  serve  for  them  to  transact  their  Business  while  absent,  even  if  it 
was  particularly  requisite  for  the  Public  Safety  that  such  Busi- 
ness should  be  carried  on  and  in  such  Case  the  Persons  directed 
to  be  exempted  from  Military  Duty  would  bear  theii-  Proportion  of 
the  Common  Burthen  and  no  more." 
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It  was  therefore  resolved  that  that  Proportion  of  the  Militia 
sho'd  be  ordered  out  accordingly.  I  then  by  advice  of  the  Ofll- 
cers  present  appointed  Field  Officers  to  command  them,  &  directtd 
them  to  appoint  the  Inferior  in  Command  in  I'roi.oiiion  to  the 
Kumber  of  the  Men  and  issuedBrigadeOrdcrsdirectin^'tlieTroopa 
to  be  draufted  by  Ballot  or  other  equitable  Manner  iV:  to  nianh 
with  all  Expedition  to  the  Station  assigned  to  them — when  I 
communicated  my  Orders  to  the  Gentlemen  present,  they  signified 
that  they  were  entirely  agrcable  to  their  Sentiments  excepting  a 
few,  who  thought  that  Exempts  ought  to  have  been  particularly 
mentioned  as  the  Common  People  might  then  better  comprchi-nd 
the  Meaning  of  these  orders.  I  then  said  if  the  State  was  invaded, 
as  we  had  all  agreed  in  Opinion  that  it  was,  my  Orders  were  t^ufll- 
ciently  comprehensive  to  include  Exempts,  That  it  was  late  in  the 
Evening  I  was  obliged  to  meet  the  Field  Officers  of  Dutchess  upon 
the  same  Business,  and  not  being  possessed  of  the  Militia  Reguhi- 
tions  and  therefore  uncertain  whether  some  Persons  were  not  ex- 
empted even  in  Case  of  an  Invasion,  I  conceived  it  improper  to  be 
more  particular  in  my  Orders  and  Especially  as  I  thought  no  r<  r 
son  would  be  unwilling  to  act  in  Defence  of  the  State  when  in 
vaded.  I  also  requested  the  Field  Officers  present  to  be  as 
particular  in  their  Orders  as  they  pleased  but  to  be  carefnl  to  ton 
suit  the  Militia  Eegulations  &  if  any  Persons  were  exempted  in  the 
Case  of  an  Invasion  not  to  subject  them  to  Military  Duty.  Colo. 
Snyder  appearing  particularly  uneasy,  I  further  requested  him  as 
he  had  an  Opportunity  for  being  at  Kingston  to  take  the  advice 
of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  &  mentioned  that  if  Time 
had  permitted  I  would  have  wrote  to  them  on  the  subject.  The 
Field  Officers  present  promised  me  and  pleadged  their  Uouor  for 
the  Performance  that  they  would  follow  the  Mejw^uros  agreed  on 
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and  order  out  the  Men  with  all  possible  Expedition.  And  from 
the  Spirit  they  discovered  I  had  great  Reason  to  believe  their 
Promises  would  be  performed. 

Being  engaged  in  obtaining  the  Militia  from  the  Counties  of 
Dutchess  &  W.  Chester  agreable  to  the  Resolve,  I  heard  nothing 
further  respecting  the  Result  of  what  was  agreed  on  at  the  Meet- 
ing till  I  took  the  Command  of  the  Militia  at  Fort  Montgomery. 
In  Conversation  with  Colo.  Snvdcr  then,  I  inquired  of  him  whether 
they  had  met  with  any  DiflBculties  in  obtaining  the  Militia  &  he 
informed  me  that  they  had  not,  that  they  were  daily  coming  in  tho 
slowly,  that  the  necessary  Preparation  had  detained  a  Part  of  them 
at  Home  but  they  would  soon  be  at  their  station  and  further  in- 
formed me  he  had  conversed  with  several  Gentlemen  of  the  Con- 
vention, who  highly  approved  of  the  Proceeding  of  the  Field  Offi- 
cers and  appeared  entirely  to  coincide  in  Sentiment  with  them. 
Some  Time  there  after,  finding  the  Militia  Troops  were  not  all 
come  in,  I  issued  out  positive  Orders  to  the  respective  Captains  to 
bring  down  all  the  Men  belonging  to  their  Companies  that  were 
draughted  without  Excuse, as  those  who  were  at  their  Posts  began 
to  murmur  at  the  Delay  of  others  and  as  the  good  of  the  Service 
required  the  full  Compliment  of  Men  agred  on  at  the  Meeting  the 
Colonels  of  the  respective  Regiments  at  this  Post  promised  to  put 
my  Orders  in  Execution.  And  I  heard  nothing  further  respect- 
ing the  Determinations  of  the  Field  Officers  or  their  Proceedings 
in  Consequence  thereof,  until  I  received  a  Resolve  of  the  Conven- 
tion requesting  me  to  direct  Colo.  Snyder  to  attend  their  House 
immediately  to  answer  for  a  Breach  of  Privilege  with  Respect  to 
Charles  Dewit  Esqr.  one  of  their  Members. 

This  is  a  State  of  the  Facts  to  the  best  of  my  Remembrance  re- 
specting the  calling  out  of  the  Militia  as  far  as  I  had  any  Part 
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therein  and  I  esteem  it  my  Duty  lu  inriiisu  i  ..m.  Mi\d.r  \sah  a 
unsollicited  that  if  the  Censure  he  has  reeeivt'd  huK  been  Huflfend 
by  him  by  Reason  of  his  having  acted  agieable  to  my  OrderH  or  io 
Consequence  of  the  Determinations  at  the  Mfcting  of  the  Field 
Olficers  afd  he  may  so  far  stand  justifud  to  the  Public  and  the 
Censure  if  any  was  merited  fixed  in  its  proper  Place. 


[No.  992.] 

A  CHARACTERISTIC  EPISTLE. 

George  Clinton  Notifies  Govei'nor  Chittenden,  of  Yermunt,  <>(  11  ii 
Refusal  to  Waive  Jurisdiction  Over  That  Slate. 

Sir,  This  acknowledges  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  18th 
Inst,  which  I  thought  proper  to  answer  immediately  upon  my 
Return  to  this  Place;  and  lest  from  my  Silence,  the  contrary 
might  be  presumed  to  inform  you  that  I  never  gave  to  Colo. 
Webster  such  Orders  as  are  mentioned  in  his  Letter. 

Altho'  I  sincerely  lament  the  Contest  between  this  State  and 
its  Subjects  in  the  Grants,  and  could  wish,  in  our  Opposition  to 
the  common  Enemy,  that  the  Dispute  might  be  kept  out  of  Sight, 
and  both  Parties  could  conduct  themselves  so  as  not  to  injure 
the  Claim  of  either,  yet  you  may  be  assured  that  until  a  Decision 
by  competent  authority,  I  will  neither  in  my  private  ('r  pub) it- 
Character  do  any  Act  from  which  there  can  even  r(  motely  be 
inferred  an  Acquiescence  from  nie  in  another  separate  and  inde- 
pendent Jurisdiction  within  what  the  State  claimea  as  its  right- 
ful Territory.     I  am  Sir  your  Humble  Serv't 

[G.  C] 

To  Thomas  Chittenton,  Esqr. 
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[No.  993.] 

Two  Thousand  Dollars  for  the  Capture  of  Governor  Clinton. 
*Sam  Fowler  &  George  Merrit  of  New  Burgh  &  Jacobus  Lefferts 
of  Kingston  have  ye  Kings  Protection,  George  Hardon,  James 
Kilty  &  one  Bill  of  Dutchess  County  «&  one  other  Person  to  have 
Hundred  Guineas  each  to  take  Governor  Clinton  &  convey  him 
to  New  York.  Kichard  Smith  (Son  of  Cladius)  James  Kilty  & 
Isaac  Sickes  or  Sisce  (malatto)  makes  their  stage  above  the  High 
lands  at  ye  following  places  Viz  Patrick  McDonel  one  Galloway 
two  Ramseys  brothers  b}-  Law  to  Cladius  Smith  Old  Matthews  & 
his  son  Fletcher  &  one  Coleman  are  concerned  in  give'g  intelli- 
gence &  guiding  People  thro  the  mountains  to  N  York.  Phillip 
Coke  of  Heleburgh  16  miles  from  the  Citty  of  Albany  conveys 
intelligence  from  the  Northward  to  N  York,  Jos  &  M'O  Clark 
from  Warweek  (Orange  County)  convey  intelligence  every  ten 
or  twelve  days  to  N  York, 

•This  document  is  not  dated  in  the  original  manuscript.  Light  is  thrown  upon  it  by 
a  letter  preserved  at  Washington's  headquarters  at  Newburg,  addressed  to  Governor 
Clinton,  Poughiceepsie,  by  General  Washington.  It  is  dated  August  10th,  1781  from 
Headquarters,  Dobbs  Ferry,  is  endorsed  "  Gen'l  Washington's  letter  ab't  Emissaries 
employed  to  seize  the  Gov'r,"  and  reads  as  follows: 

An  anxiety  for  your  Excellency's  safety  induces  me  to  transmit  a  report  I  lately 
rec'd  from  New  York  though  it  may  not  in  reality  have  a  sufficient  foundation  still 
caution  on  the  subject  may  not  be  improper. 

I  am  informed  that  George  Harden,  James  Kilty  one  Brice  of  Dutchess  County  and  a 
fourth  person  whose  name  is  not  noted  are  promised  a  very  considerable  reward  if 
they  will  seize  your  person  and  conduct  you  to  New  York. 

The  places  to  whirh  these  fellows  resort  (together  with  Richard  Smith  (son  of 
Claudius  Smith)  and  Isaac  Sissio  a  Molatto,  who  are  both  also  traversing  the  country) 
are  at  Patrick  McDonnalds  above  the  High  Lands,  at  Galloway's  son  in  law  to  Austin 
Smith,  at  Fletcher  Mathews's  and  his  fathers,  at  Colemans  unckle  to  Rlcliard  Smith 
and  at  the  Rumneys  one  or  both  of  whom  are  brothers  by  Law  to  Claudius  Smith. 

Your  Excellency  will  Judge  of  the  propriety  of  having  those  places  wach't  as  also 
John  Heffering  at  Murders  Creek  who  it  is  said  serves  as  a  pilot  to  Convey  people  from 
McDonalds  through  the  Mountains  below  Sovereigns  Tavern  on  their  way  to  New  York. 

With  wishes  for  your  personal  safety,  I  am  with  great  esteem,,  Your  Excellency'B 
Most  obed't  Humb'e  Serv't. 
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[No.  994.] 

List  of  Men  Who  Marched  u^th  Jacob  lioo.sa  to  Xrw  York  City.  Ml 
Apparently  Taries  or  Spies—And  Some  Statcmcuta  as  to  Othern 
of  the  Same  Connection. 

Jacobus  Roos  Commander  X  O;  Jacob  Middaugh  X  O;  Jacob 
Longyear  X  O;  William  McGinnins  X  O;  John  Vanfl^'t-t  X  O; 
Henry  Crispell  X  Admitted  as  Evidence  O;  Thomas  Crispcll  X; 
Jacob  Furlow  X;  Cornelius  Furlow  X  O;  Coonrod  Misnor  X  O; 
Andris  Longyear  X;  Jacob  Davis  X;  James  Mairikill  X;  Coon- 
rod Seele;  Salvester  Vandermork  X  O;  Andris  K'v/at  X  O;  Cor- 
nelius Sammons  Returned  home  X;  Fredrick  Kizer  X;  .Inhn 
Stokes  X;  William  Orr  Returned  home;  Daniel  Erwin  Returned 
home — no  taken;  William  Calder  Returned  home  X;  Jacobus 
Senigh  Returned  home;  Crisstofil  Teete.  Henry  Calder  Returned 
home,  Johannes  Kizer,  Johannes  Cater,  John  Rappelye  X  O, 
Peter  Hinepaugh,  William  Teets  X  0  Acquitted  or  recommended 
for  Pardon,  Thomas  Kyser  X,  Wouter  Slouter  X,  Samuel  Freligh 
X,  Peter  Bush  X,  Jack  Negro  of  Guysbert  Rose  aeciuitted  X  (>, 
Teunifi  Van  Vliet  the  Sentry  that  stood  at  Walkill,  John  Finly, 
Hans  Kalder,  Frederick  Kalder,  Hartman  Hyne,  Aldert  0«>8ter- 
houdt,  Hans  Keter  Jun'r,  James  Jones  X.  The  Regular  Officer  or 
Spie. 

X  John  Kool  Doct'r  Aussem  in  a  Rock  House  near  \\  in.  W.><.dn 
in  Cocking  Clove 

The  Accomplices  tried 

Alexander  Cample  O,  Arthur  McKenny  O,  Isaa<'  IvO.kwood  U 
sentenced  to  Imprism't  during  Warr,  Silas  Gardner  O.  Daniel 
Reynolds  O  acquitted,  Peter  Aldridge  O  Do. 
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Accomplices  taken  not  tried  yet 

\\'m.  Burton — Dismissed  no  Crime  but  travelling  without  a 
Pass,  Robt.  Gilmore,  Ricb'd  Oakly  X,  Abraham  Middagh  X,  Lod- 
wick  Seely  X,  William  Wood  X,  John  Williams  X,  inlisted  or 
hired  for  the  4  Months  Service. 

20  not  yet  taken — belonging  to  Hose's  Comp'y  &  accomplices. 

Those  are  abstracted  from  this  List  &  are  not  taken  or  killed: 
Coenradt  Seely;  William  Orr,  Daniel  Erwin,  Jacobus  Senigh, 
Christophel  Teets,  Henry  Calder,  Johannis  Kizer,  Johannis  Cater, 
Peter  Henspaugh,  John  Finly,  Hans  Kalder,  Frederick  Kalder, 
Hartman  Hyne,  Hans  Keter  Jun'r. 

The  Regular  OfiBcer  or  Spie;  5  is  supposed  to  be  killed. 
Num'r  untaken  is — 


That  3  Men  came  to  them  in  the  Mountains  that  one  of  them 
was  an  Express  from  the  Northward  supposed  to  be  a  Regular 
OfiBcer;  that  he  came  from  Canada  thro  the  Indian  Towns  & 
through  Johnstown  and  Albany,  that  he  passed  through  Albany 
as  a  Shoemaker  on  an  old  Horse  with  a  Pack  of  Leather  behind 
him;  that  he  had  but  one  Eye  and  wore  a  brown  Surtout  Coat 
over  the  rest  of  his  Cloaths;  that  he  came  through  Albany  in 
the  Day  Time  by  Cartwrights  and  saw  Colo.  Van  Schaack  and 
other  Gentlemen  in  passing  thro'  the  Town;  that  he  appeared 
to  be  an  Irishman  and  said  he  had  formerly  lived  on  tht;  River 
Susquehanah  but  was  driven  from  thence;  That  he  was  con- 
ducted by  a  Person  who  said  he  came  from  above  Albany;  that 
soon  after  they  joined  the  Party  the  Express  went  to  the  South- 
ward by  the  way  of  Log  Town  and  the  Conductor  went  ofif  to- 
wards Albany;  That  the  Conductor  appeared  to  be  a  Dutchman 
and  wore  an  old  Blue  Coat  rather  long  and  a  short  Jacket;  That 
the  Express  had  an  Handcherchief  in  his  Hand  with  Liunen, 
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Names  of  Persons  not  taken  &  not  rehirncil  Ilonn':  Abraham 
Middagh,  Jacobus  Davis  Jnn'r  Pt'lniH  Hush  Chrijstophcr  I»ni;- 
yere  Thomas  Chrispell  James  Mcikcll,  Jolm  Cater  Jtin'r  Amlrieu 
Longyere  William  Orr  (left  ou(  in  a  Barn). 

Names  of  Persons  who  have  returned  Home:  Jacobus  Beynlgh 
William  Kelder,  Hendrick  Kelder  Daniel  liwin  ConieliuB  Sum- 
mons Hartman  Ernest. 


[No.  993.] 
Nicholas  Sause  Petitions  to  Be  Permitted  to  Co  to  If  in  Ilro'lvr  in 

New  York. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.  Cai>tain  General, 
Governor,  Sc  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  State  of  New- 
York,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Same,  Sic  &c.  &c 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Nicholas  Sause  humbly  Sheweth.  That 
it  has  pleas'd  Almighty  God  in  the  Dispensation  of  his  allwise 
providence  to  afflict  your  petitioner  with  an  Inflammatory  Dis- 
order in  his  head  and  Eyes  almost  two  years,  which  after  baflling 
the  Efforts  of  some  of  the  most  Eminent  Physicians  in  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia,  and  totally  depriving  him  of  the  Sight 
of  one  Eye,  and  almost  that  of  the  other,  terminated  in  Paralytic. 
Rheumatic  and  Apoplectic  Complaints  insomuch  that  the  Doc- 
tors gave  him  over  as  incurable. 

That  notwithstanding  this,  it  pleas'd  the  Lord  of  his  iuHnite 
goodness  and  Mercy  to  grant  your  petitioner  almost  a  year's 
Respite  from  the  chief  of  these  Complaints,  till  last  September 
since  which  time  he  feels  a  Return  <.f  his  old  disorders,  and  his 
Health  gradually  declining,  which  renders  him  utterly  unenp 
able  of  Exercising  the  means  whereby  he  could  acquire  a  T  ivli 
hood  without  being  dependent  on  or  burdensome  t..  :uiv. 
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That  TOur  Petitioner  has  no  Relations  or  family  Connection* 
in  America,  except  one  Brother,  in  the  City  of  New  York  (as 
your  Petitioner  has  been  lately  inform'd)  on  whom  all  his  De- 
pendence has  been  placed  since  he  has  been  deprived  in  so  great 
a  measure  of  his  sight,  and  whose  Circumstances  in  Life  are 
such  that  he  is  able  to  make  ample  provision  for  your  petitioner 
in  Distress,  could  he  be  so  happy  as  to  be  permitted  to  go  to 
him. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  not  influenced  by  tory  principles  of 
Disaffection  to  the  Country  or  Grand  Cause  of  America  (which 
he  utterly  abhors)  but  from  real  necessity,  as  he  can  bo  of  no 
manner  of  service  to  the  State,  but  on  the  Contrary,  if  deprived 
of  his  health,  a  Burthen  to  it.  Your  petitioner  therefore  most 
humbly  implores  your  Excellency's  Compassion,  and  prays  that 
of  your  Clemency  and  humanity  he  may  be  permitted  to  go  to 
his  Brother,  where  he  will  be  sure  to  meet  that  cordial  Eelief 
so  necessary  to  assuage  and  alleviate  the  Feelings  of  the  Dis- 
tressed.   And   your   petitioner,   as   in   Duty   bound,   will   ever 

pray,  &c. 

Nicholas  Sause. 


MANUSCRIPT    VO[.     I\'. 


[No.  996.] 

SELECTING  A  CAPITAL  OF  THE  STATE. 

Henry  Williams'  Objections    to  Goshen    and    Albany — /7«     I'avort 

Quaker  Hill. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

Sire:  My  zeal  for  the  weal  of  the  State,  and  to  pre\"iii  ;iii_v 
censure  for  remissness  being  cast  on  the  Legeslature,  are  m? 
excuse  for  the  liberty  I  took  in  my  personal  .-ipplicitinii  (ci  vdii 
last  week,  and  this  Address. 

In  a  long  intercourse  I  had  the  pleasure  to  have  at  Fishkill 
with  Messrs.  Sam'l  and  John  Adams,  in  their  journey  from  Cien- 
eral  Congress  to  Boston  they  ernestly  wisht  an  early  opening  of 
the  Courts  of  Justice  in  this  State, 

Since  I  took  my  leave  of  your  Hon'r,  I  have  consulted  such 
members  of  the  Legeslature,  as  I  could,  respecting  the  tiiut*  and 
place  most  convenient  for  our  next  meeting;  they  assign  uo  in- 
ternal impediment  to  an  early  sitting;  As  to  the  plat-e.  with 
brevity  I  beg  leave  to  communicate  the  following  observations: 

The  remote  situation  of  Goshen,  is  thought  an  impediment 
that  will  prevent  a  suflicient  number  of  members  from  attending 
there  to  do  buisness.  The  like  objection  is  made  against  .Mbany ; 
with  the  further  addition,  that  were  the  Army  hath  lately  been, 
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provisions  and  forage  must  be  Deere  and  scarce;  This  last  objec- 
tion is  made  to  Poughkeepsie,  and  every  other  place  lyable  to  the 
risque  of  any  surprize  by  water. 

Quaker  Hill,  is  by  sundry  members  proposed  as  an  eligable 
station,  containing  many  wealthy  and  good  living  inhabitants, 
chearfully  ready  to  accomodate  a  hundred  visitants,  a  meeting- 
house with  two  fireplaces,  with  plenty  of  provision  and  good 
forage.  I  visited  that  place  on  Friday  last,  and  discovered  no 
contradiction. 

Yesterday  I  stoopt  the  Quakers  after  their  meeting  near 
Samuel  Mabbets  (he  was  at  home  and  his  wife  near  her  time);  I 
propounded  the  matter  to  them,  and  by  my  answer  telling  our 
present  purpose  was  not  to  deprive  them  of  their  meeting  house, 
but  the  Legeslature  to  sitt  in  Mabbetts  premises  they  gave  way, 
and  said,  they  were  not  in  general  in  such  sufficient  circum- 
stances, nor  did  they  raise  a  like  quantity  of  Cattle,  or  Hay,  as 
at  Quaker  Hill,  but  consented  that  about  80  members  might  be 
lodged  and  accomodated  within  a  circle  of  about  one  mile  and 
half,  or  One  hundred  persons  within  two  miles  of  that  place. 

This  I  humbly  offer  to  Your  consideration,  as  a  specimen  of 
my  best  endeavors  to  serve  the  State,  either  in  or  out  of  Doors, 
for  the  Public  good,  with  a  sincere  profession  of  my  personal 
attachment  to  Your  wholeself,  who  have  the  hon'r  to  be  most 
profoundly.     Your  Excellencies  Most  obedient  &  very  hble.  ser't 

Hen'y  Williams.* 

My  address  at  Major  Talmans  in  the  Oblong  near  Dover, 
Dutchess. 

•Henry  Williams  was  a  deputy  to  the  Provincial  Congress  in  1775  and  a  member  of 
Assembly  from  Kings  county  and  served  during  the  sessions  continuously  from  1777  to 
1783.— Statb  Historian. 
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[No.  997.] 
George  Clinton  Notifies  Oeneral  Gatm  of  His  Intnition  to  Order  Out 
the  Militia  on  the  First  Signal  of  Alarm. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  wilh  ymir  I.«*tfer*  of 
equal  Date.  I  think  it  most  probable  from  the  Information  re- 
ceived that  the  Enemy  design  a  sudden  Stroke  ajj't  this  Quarter. 
1  will  therefore  renew  my  Orders  to  the  Militia  to  Join  you  on  the 
first  Signal  of  an  Alarm  &take  every  other  Measure  in  my  Pow.-r 
to  afford  you   Succour.     I   am   with   great   Estetin  your   Moat 

Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 

I  will  join  you  myself  the  Moment  the  Militia  is  called  for  ai 

I  flatter  myself  it  will  induce  them  to  come  out  more  generally. 

Maj'r  Genl.  Gates. 


[No.  998.] 
PATRIOTS  FROM  POUNDRIDGE. 
Petition  the  Governor  to  Permit  Them  to  Organize  a  Militia  Itegimcnt. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.  Govenor  of  the  State 
of  New  York  General  &  Commander  in  chief  of  all  the  Militia 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Same. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellencey:  The  Petitions  of  your  Peti- 
tioners humbly  Sheweth. 

That  where  as  the  Inhabetante  residing  in  the  Townships  of 
Pound  Ridge,  Salem  and  the  East  of  Courtlands  Manor  in  the 
County  of  Westchester  have  for  Some  considerable  time  past, 
been  endevoaring  to  have  themselves  set  of  as  a  Militia  Kogt. 
and  did  in  consequence  of  a  General  Meating,  unanimously  con- 
sent agree  and  past  into  a  resolve  that  a  Petitions  be  gent  to 

•This  letter  is  not  dated.    Oatee'  letter  not  found. 
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yctur  Excellciicv  fur  Settiii}:;  till'  the  sanio  and  Commission  tlio 
Officers  accordingly,  whereupon  a  Petition  was  sent  and  your 
Petitioners  were  Informed  the  Prnytr  frrnnted.  l»nr  iliat  we  aie 
Tnfnniud  thai  sduir  jierson  or  persons  liave  since  re])ersented  to 
your  p]xcellency  tliat  Nuniliers  wlio  reside  witliiii  tlie  Limits  of 
the  same  were  niucli  averce  to  ihr  nicasnic 

Therefore  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  aciiuaint  your  Excel- 
lency that  the  assertion  is  so  groundless  that  unless  the  Officers 
be  Commissioned  fur  Said  Kegiment  the  minds  of  th<'  Inhabi- 
tants therein  residing  will  lie  much  Disquieted. 

Your  petitioners  releing  on  your  great  Coodness  and  known 
clemenrv  as  well  as  your  chearfnliU'ss  and  willingness  in  grant- 
ing every  posable  Indulgence  to  your  subjects  so  far  as  is  con- 
sistant  with  common  good  of  the  Slalc  will  as  in  duty  Ixtuiid 
ever  pray. 


Abijali  Gilbert  Esqr. 
Nathan  Rockwell  Esqr. 
Jacob  Gilbert  Constable 
Nath'el  Newman 
Nathan  Benedict 
ITcnery  Slason  ("apt. 
Daniel  Bouton  Leut. 
Samuel  Bouton  Leut. 
Benj'n  Chapman 
Sands  Raymond 
Gershon  Selleck 
Jabes  Northrnp 
Nehemiah  Stebbins 
l^avid  Smith  Ens 
Samuel  S.  Larrnncc  ('apt. 
Joseph  Benedict  Lut. 


Enoch  Benedict 
David  Pardee  Ca]»l. 
Xoah  P>outou  Capt. 
Benjamin  Hart 
Ezekiel  TTawley  Lt. 
Joseph  Doolittle  Left. 
Solomon  Close  Leut. 
L(^wis  Rogers 
Daniel  Delivan  TJeut. 
Cor's  Steenrod  Ca])t. 
John  Delivan 
Wiirni  Smith 
Benjamin  Wood 
Will'm  Smith  Jun'r 
Abraham  ^^'andle 
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[No.  ".)!)!).] 

DANGERS  OK  on;  i'i;(>.\rii;K. 

^yalr(n•si)l(/    I'ditioiis    for    ti    I'ichI    niicr    mi'l    I'nttirton     \>iiin)it 
ToiUs  mill   1 11(1  ions. 

Tlis  Excellency  (Jeorgo  Cliiilun  |-;s(|r.  (".uv.rnui  of  ili(  St  .1.  -.f 
New  York,  &c.  &c. 

We   Yunv  Excellncy's   IIuiiil»!e   I'dil  idini-s   Iii1i;iI,m.,,,,  ~  <» • 

Neighbonrhocd  of  Wawarsiiick  Kctiiin  oui  <"(»nlial  ThaukK  to 
YoiU'  Excellence,  for  llie  I'roleil  ieii  <'ii;inie«l  Is  Ijimt  CainpaiKii. 
^Vllicl]  Keiidered  ns  Able  to  Defend  (>uiselves  And  families  when 
Attack'd  Ry  a  Crml  .\nd  Savay;*.'  Ein-niy. 

We,  Your  ITunibli  J'elitioners  Beg  ^ve  may  Again  ho  Pi'otctb.'d 
by  Your  Excelleiny,  In  Allowing  ns  a  Snllicient  OnarJ.  liii-  F'n 
suing  Campaign,  which  will  Enable  ns  fn  Defcuil  <  Mirs-dveH.  And 
(rather  Our  rro])s.  And  if  nol.  we  \\"\\\  lie  ()liidg'd  i<»  I^-ave  Our 
all,  Distress'd  As  we  are;  AVe  Fnrtliei'  I5eg  Vnnr  Exccllenry  To 
furnish  Your  Petitioners  With  A  feild  Piece  And  Aniniiinilion. 
As  Your  Peiilioners  Do  noi  know  where  to  (.itt  These  Ariieh*f>. 
If  Even  we  Should  \\v  Able  To  Purchase  them.  Which  is  Q'»itf 
the  Keverse  witli  us.  \^■','  Yeur  Petitioners  In(en«l  if  .-\ssist<'d  by 
Your  Excellency  'i'o  Maci:  dur  Ci-ops  I'nder  Cover  of  rhe  VUce 
which  we  are  of  Ojiiniui;  ni;iy  be  AITected  in  Sp  -h  a  mMninT.  Ah 
would  Enable  us  to  Save  the  S;iuif.  It  Mm-u  .\'.;;iin  \'isii«il  by 
the  Enemy,  T^nless  Desti-oyed  by  Night  Tiiiu'. 

Tn  Case  The  Enemy  Should  innke  A  Descent  Northward  of  us 
Within  Our  Townshij).  We  ai-e  of  Oj)inion,  iljcy  fniinot  Con- 
veniently Carry  off  Live  Stctck  I'lunder  \c.  \N  iiliout   I'a>Kinp  Hy 
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This  Post.     We  therefore  Beg  Your  Excellency  Will  Be  pleased 
to  Indulge  us  With  the  Above  Request. 
And  Your  Petitioners  Shall  Ever  Pray. 
Cornelius  Vernooy  Matthew  Newkerk  Ju'r 

C[ — ]s  Bevier  Peter  Vernooy 

Johan[nis]  Vernooy  John  Mack 

Abraham  Vernooy  Margret  Vernooy 

Peter  Low  Johannis  Hornbeek 


[No.  1000.] 
INDIANS  THREATEN  RETALIATION. 

The  Esopus,  Friendly  to  the  American,  Revengeful  Under  Abuses. 
Hon'd  Sir,  By  desire  of  Cap'n  Ben  Schank  &  Cap  John  Reuhope, 
I  am  Desired  to  inform  jou  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Rangers  in  theire 
two  Excursions  on  the  Papaconck  River  that  their  Behaviour  their 
is  setting  them  a  fine  Example  when  they  shall  see  fitt  to  come  your 
way.  Your  Old  Friends  the  Esopus  Indians  had  allwase  ment  to 
Screen  Your  part  of  theCountry  as  much  as  Possible  in  the  Present 
Unhapy  Contest  as  they  had  no  Particular  spite  at  you,  &  that 
the  former  scout  whent  out  whithout  his  knoledge  &  no  hurt 
Whould  then  have  been  Done  had  not  Anderson  been  found  in  the 
House  &  the  mistress  was  moveing  her  Goods;  they  desire  me 
to  Inform  you  that  when  an  Officer  from  Col.  Butler,*  first  Came 
on  this  River  he  found  both  ^^■higs  &  Torys,  but  made  no  Difer- 
ence  (except  in  Mr.  Avery  who  was  gone  off  as  their  Enemy)  they 
Left  every  family  that  had  any  Cow  of  their  own,  one  or  two 
according  to  their  Stock,  &  family  without  Distinction,  but  your 
Rangers  has  Stript  seveiall  familys  ^:  not  Tveft  them  one  C^w; 
tli<  y  have  Stript  the  Women  and  Children  of  all  their  Blankeits 

•The  Infamous  Walter  N.  Butler. 
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&  Bed  Cloalbs  &  a  <_;mil  niaiiv  <,f  Hkmi-  ollin-  dMHtluii;  ih^^ir 

knocking  Women  down  ^:  inanv  iih.iv  a.  Is  ri,|,.-,oiiiinjr  uun  & 

not  more  Unbecoraiii^r  jh;,n  ImiH.liti.k  in  lli.    I'lenjint  Kituiition 

as  they  had  to  do  with  an  Enemy  ilial  ncads  no  Kxainplc  to  Do 

Mischief;  their  Burning  every  bill  cf  (i.ain  they  Could  find  on 

the  River  for  fear  of  the  Indian  have  some  Liith.  olT,  they  wiy 

may  be  the  means  of  many  of  your  l!arns  b.-in^'  D.-stn.ytil. 

They  Desire  me  to  Inform  you  dial  if  your  KangcrB  Com.-  out 

any  more  to  hurt  the  Women  vVc  Childivn  tlicv  will  Hevenge  it 

Dredfuly  on  your  Women  .Vc  Cliildn  ii  .Vc  will  spare  none  tho  they 

never  ment  to  hurt  them.    In  regard  of  Prisioners  that  are  or  may 

be  taken  they  desire  to  Inform  you  that  if  you  hang  or  put  to 

Death  any  one  of  them,  that  they  will  burn  every  Trisioncr  they 

Gett  in  their  Old  Barbarous  manner. 

To  Col.  Paulin  at  Marbletown. 

hin 

Cap  Ben  X  Shanks 

mark 

'  his 

John  X  Ii«-nhope 

mark 


[No.  1001.] 
A  SCHEME  TO   PROVIDE   FoKACi; 
Application  to  the  Legislature  for  Appropriate  LKjijihition. 
That  an  Immediate  application  be  mad*'  to  the  Ix^gislatun*  for 
a  law  directing  the  State  Agent  or  any  of  his  Assistants  to  fur- 
nish on  demand,  or  Soon  as  practicable,  at  such  place  and  time 
as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  parties,  to  the  f)rd»'r  of  the  Quarter 
Master  General  or  either  of  his  Deputies  with  llu-  main  or  S.'1mt 
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ate.  Ainiv.  tln'  ("oiiuiiis'y  «!t'iici;il  dl'  l"'<»i;ij;('  Or  his  DcjiiUy — the 
AVagC^oii  Master  (General  »tr  h<'|ini_v  wiih  ilic  iiiaiii  ar  S<?i)erate, 
Army,  The  iM'imty  (^)u;ut«'i-  .Masici-  for  this  ^lale  or  any  of  his 
assistants,  so  niuch  j^ood  ami  whoh'sonic  l"\)i-a}:;t'  or  I'astnre  at 
tlic  piicc  cnrrrnl.  as  the  cxificnrc  of  the  Service  may  I'cMinire — 
and  in  case  of  Dt-nicicncy  ciihi'r  in  lime,  (^nantity  or  (^nality 
in  that  Dcjiartrnt-nt.  iht-n  to  inijiowcr  and  ciialdc  the  foremen- 
lioned  otticers  or  cither  of  them  to  make,  as  often  as  reciuisite,  au 
ellicatious  Demand  of  ihe  nearest  Maj^istrates  or  Snpervisors,  and 
in  their  absence  of  the  possessors  or  Proprietors  of  the  most 
convenient  and  proper  Farms,  as  mnch  Forage  or  Pasturage  of 
the  like  Quality  as  may  from  time  to  Time  be  found  absolutely 
requisite  for  the  Supjiort  of  the  horses  and  cattle  afforesaid^  and 
that  immediately  on  the  Said  Magistrate,  Supervisor  or  Inhabi- 
tant^ being  Served  in  writing  by  either  of  the  afforesaid  officers, 
with  the  Quantity  wanted — The  reason  of  the  application,  and 
directing  proi>er  Keceipts  and  N'ouchers  to  be  given  for  amount 
and  Value  Keciev'd  by  the  person  receiving  the  Same — The  Said 
Amount  and  \'alue  to  be  ascertained  (in  case  of  Dispute)  by 
Two  reputable  persons,  one  of  whom  to  be  chosen  by  the  Magis- 
trate, Supervisor  or  Inhabitant,  and  the  Other  by  the  officer 
making  the  application,  and  which  two  if  requisite  to  chose  a 
third,  but  not  to  exceed  the  current  Cash  price  of  those  articles 
in  the  Precinct  where  they  are  received,  and  to  be  i)aid  for  by 
the  proper  officer  out  of  the  first  Monies  furnished  by  the  Ilb'e 
Itobt-.  Morris,  Superentendent  of  Finance,  for  that  Purpose,  or 
otherwise,  as  the  Legislature  and  the  said  Su]»erintendeut  of 
Finance  may  agree. 

And  in  Case  of  absence,  or  non  attendance,  of  the  State  agent 
or  his  assistants;  the  Magistrate  Supervisor  or  Inhabitant  when 
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applied  to,  (.!•  otliei-wis...  1 1,,.,,,  1 1,;,,  M  „,;,_s  hf  l.av\full  for  anv  of 
ihe  affoi-es-d  Ol1i.xM-s  wa.ilin-  Fur;i-..  .„•  I'astiiio  as  before  men 
lioiicd  US  wll  :,s  iiunyU-v  MmsKms  of  Itiiujulrs  HrKinn-niH  or  Ik- 
tachijieuts  and  Foia-iv  .Masi.Ts  of  Kitl,,.!-  ('avaliy  or  Infantry. 
in  the  ahscncc  of  ilicii-  Siipciior  nllic.-r.  lo  .ippoinl  on*-  repuluble 
Inliabilaut  on  llic  pari  of  lliis  Shiir,  ili,.  (»v\„,r  ..r  pn.i»rietoni 
of  the  Said  Forage  oi-  I'asnin-,  and  aiiollicr  Snilahle  perMon  on 
the  i)art  of  the  pnblic,  wiiidi  '|^vo  Shall  ascf-rtain  the  amount  and 
Value  as  alTon'said  or  if  necessary  eall  in  ;i  ihiid.  who  is  not 
interested  in  the  event,  and  award  of  ilnin  ..i  of  ih«-  .Majority 
to  be  a  sufficient  Voucher  against  ihc  Iniiid  State«,  cither  iu 
favour  of  Individuals  or  (he  State  Itself- or,  where  there  is  no 
proper  officer  of  ilie  C^biarter  .Mash-r  <;cncial*s  h<-pt.  that  tin* 
officer  commanding  the  parly  or  J)eta(liiii<nl  ni;i,\  make  the  ap- 
pointnient,  and  do  and  perform  every  ihing  reijiiisite  for  the 
Security  of  ])roperty,  as  intended  or  Implied  by  the  I-Jiw  and  that 
no  Officer  whatever  ja-esume  to  lake-  either  Forage  or  pasture 
in  any  other  Manner  than  as  pi-escrii»ed  Ity  Law,  witliout  the 
writti'n  order  of  your  Excellency  or  iln-  ('ummamling  (Jeueral 
of  the  Department,  under  Such  I't  iiaMy,  as  to  iho  I>i'gi8hiture 
may  appear  Sufficient  to  jtreveni  iht-  waste^  Destruction,  and  Em- 
bezzlem't  of  the  property  of  Ijidividuals  as  well  as  of  the  State. 
\\'ith  the  greatest  respect  and  Esteem  ^\e  ha\e  (In-  Honour  to 
be,  Sir,  Your  Excellem-y's  Most  Ob'l  Sii\anis. 


[No.  1002.] 

An  J-Jjin'iifiivc  'I'tani  for  lit'    I  iiir. 

In  Committee  Marbletown  Januaiy  L'lid  ITT.S  a  Sub  committee 

being  Chosen  to  apprais  Waggon  i!<:r.  lIorsei<  being  Lost  in  the 

Xortheren     Department     in    ('onlinential    Servic    Helon^iug  to 
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Thomas  Schoonmaker  aud  Frederick  Schoonmaker,  the  Commit- 
tee appoiuted  for  that  purpose  reports,  that  they  apprais  and 
Value  the  above  Said  Horses  Waggoon  &  Tackling  lost  in  the 
Said  Continential  Serve  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  &  Ten  pounds. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee 

Jacob  Hasbrouck  Chairman. 

N.  B.    Went  from  home  22  August  1777.    7  Oct'r  his  Waggon 
wafl  taken  by  Colo.  Sealy  Regt.    in  Genii.  Poor  Brigade. 


[No.  1003.] 
Regarding  the  Detention  of  Colonel  Birdsall. 

New  York  Jan'y  6  1778. 
Sir,  WTiereas,  A  Certain  Colonel  Birdsall,  Under  the  Sanction 
of  a  Flag  of  Truce  Landed  a  Number  of  Families  from  Counecti- 
cut  on  Long  Igland  Expressly  Contrary  to  the  Regulation  made 
by  Lord  Howe  Last  Summer  that  no  Flags  of  Truce  Would  be 
permitted  to  pass  Between  Connecticut  and  Long  Island  Written 
Notice  of  Which  was  then  publickly  Commuuicated,  and  Whereas 
You  have  Signified  More  than  Once  that  no  Flags  from  us  Will 
be  Received  in  any  other  port  or  part  of  the  Coast  But  Fairfield, 
on  pain  of  being  treated  as  Spies,  I  am  to  Acquaint  You  Sir,  that 
the  said  Col'l  Birdsall  Will  be  Detained  Untill  such  Time  as 
David  Rice,  the  Master  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Schooner  Whom 
You  have  presumed  to  Confine  under  pretence  of  his  being  a  Spy 
is  set  at  Liberty  and  Returned  in  Safety  to  this  place.  I  am  Your 
Most  obed't  hum'e  Servant 

Joshua  Loring  C.  P. 
General  Silleman. 

(Copy) 
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[No.  1004.] 
Why  the  Drawing  for  Ihe  Lotterif  Watt  roHtjtonai. 

In  Conprofw;  January  Gth  1778. 

Whereas,  it  appears  by  a  Return  made  to  tl)e  Hoard  of  Trcniury 
from  the  Managers  of  the  Lottery  of  the  United  States  that  the 
Invasion  of  the  States  of  Pensylvania  by  the  encmiy  has  obHtructed 
this  business,  and  producted  considerable  delays  in  the  Bale  of 
Tickets,  insomuch  that  the  Number  yet  remaining  on  hand  ren- 
ders it  Necessary  once  more  to  post  pone  the  Drawing  thereof; 
and  Whereas,  Congress  being  desirous  as  far  as  jxtfisible  to  fulfil 
the  Expectations  of  the  Adventurers,  think  it  jiroper  to  jjive  them 
the  fullest  assurance,  that  at  the  time  herein  proposed,  th«'  Mana- 
gers are  to  proceed  on  the  business  without  further  Dehiy. — 

Resolved,  That  the  Drawing  of  the  first  Class  of  the  lottery 
mentioned,  be  postponed  to  the  first  of  May  next,  at  which  time, 
the  Managers  are  Dire [c] ted  to  proceed  therein,  and  Compleat  it 
as  soon  as  may  be;  and  that  all  the  Tickets  then  unsold  shall  be 
the  property,  and  at  the  risque  of  the  United  States. 

That  I  per  Cent  upon  the  Amount  of  Tickets  sold,  be  allowed 

to  the  persons  employed  by  the  managers;  or  by  the  ^several  States 

to  sell  Tickets,  lieu  of  the  encouragement  given  by  a  Resolution 

of  Congress  of  the  Thirtieth  day  of  November  177G. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  sec'y. 

Treasury  OflSce  York  Town.  January  8th  177S. 

Congress  having  directed  that  the  lyottery  of  the  United  Status 

shall  be  absolutely  Drawn  on  the  first  Day  of  May  next,  *^  that 

all  Tickets  then  Remaining  Unsold  shall  be  the  property,  and  at 

the  Risque  of  said  States- 
Resolved,  That  the  managers  of  the  said  Ix)ttery  be  directed  to 

order  Each  person  employed  by  them,  or  by  the  Respective  States. 
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who  shall  on  the  30th  Day  of  April  next  have  in  his  hands,  any 
Tickets  of  the  first  Class  of  said  Lottery  for  Sale  on  the  Public 
account,  to  deliver  them  on  that  Day  to  the  Governor  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  the  State  in  which  he  resides,  who  is  re- 
quested to  receive  the  same  and  Sign  Quadruplicati'  Certificates, 
therefore,  specifying  the  Number  of  each  Ticket  so  delivered;  o  le 
Certificate  to  be  given  to  the  person  of  wlionie  iio  uvax  receive 
such  Tickets,  One  to  be  Ketained  by  himself.  One  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  managers,  and  the  other  forthwith  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Treasury  together  with  such  Tickets  Under  the  Seal  of  the 
State — and  that  the  managers  be  further  directed  to  Deliver  to 
the  Board  of  Treasury,  on  the  said  30th  Day  of  April  next  the 
Tickets  then  in  their  hands;  Together  with  an  Invoice  of  the  Num- 
ber, taking  certificates  therefor  as  aforesaid — and  to  Draw  the 
Ix)ttery  in  the  place  where  Congress  shall  then  be  sitting. 

That  all  Tickets  not  Return'd  on  the  said  30th  Day  of  Ai)ril 
next  either  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  or  the  Governor  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  as  above  directed,  shall  be  Con*<idered  as  pur- 
chased by  &  at  the  risque  of  the  possessors  of  such  Tickets. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes. 

Wm.  Govett  A't  And'r  (ionl. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  resolutions  directing  the  Drawing  of 
the  Lottery  alisohitely  to  coiiiinence  on  the  1st  of  May  Next,  I't 
to  be  Drawn  without  Delay — The  managers  ac(|uaint  the  ])ublic 
that  the  Offices  for  the  Sale  of  Tickets  are  still  open  in  the  Differ- 
ent States — where  any  person  or  Company  may  be  Supplyed — if 
they  apply  before  the  30th  Aitril  next — No  Ti<l<eis  to  be  sold  on 
any  accotint  after  said  Day. 

All  Printers  in  the  Continent  are  requested  to  Insert  the  above, 
and  Continue  it  for  Six  Weeks. 
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[Xo.  i()or>.] 

Colonel    Brinckerhoff    RanUctl    Out    of    (JuuittrH    hi/    Juninrn    and 
I'csforrd  bij  thr  (lorcrnnr. 

T'nnnrliUocpsic,  C.ili  .I.umi.hv  i77M. 

(.Jentk'iiu'ii,  The  lirarci-,  ("old.  IliiiickciIiutV,  riiiii|ilaiii^(  lluit  you 
occupy  his  dwelling  House  for  tlic  AccdiimiiKlation  of  yonrwWfH 
&  Servants,  so  as  to  render  it  very  incoiivcniont  to  his  Familly  & 
this  without  his  Consent.  Kxcliisivo  of  cvci-y  oiIht  ConHiilfrn- 
tion  the  Respect  due  to  Colo.  UriiickorlKMif  as  an  OIVk  ii-  \:  Mmihcr 
of  the  Lofiislatnro  of  the  State  I  slioiid  have  expected  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  prevented  tliis  niiwaiaiitalil.-  I'rocecdinjf, 
but  as  this  it  seems  is  not  the  Case,  I  am  iimln'  tlM'  di»<a;:r»'.ild(? 
Necessity  of  directing,  that  on  TJcccipt  hmof  ymi  will  leave  Colo. 
Brinkerhooff's  House  for  his  own  iisi-  iV:  i>rovide  yonrselvos  with 
Quarters  elsewhere.     I  am  yonr  .Most  Obcd't  Serv't 

f'lt'O.  «.iiiiuia. 

To  the  Officers  who  liavc  (Jiiaiicn  d  i  lii-mvi'lv  .s  ai  Colo,  nrinkor 
hoff's. 


[No.  1006.] 

GUN  BOATS  FOR  THE  HUDSON. 

Mamj  Difficulties  in   the  Wai/  of  Their  Construction— TtamH  and 

Moiicif  E><sv)iti(il  for  SueecHs. 

Ponghkeepsie  Tlh  .lany  1777  * 
Dear  Colonel,  I  take  it  for  granted  (hat  yon  hav»'  hfi-n  InfMrm.-.I 
that  Genl.  Gates  some  Time  since  direetrd  the  ntiilding  foiiie 
Floating  Batteries,  Gun  Boats  &c.  for  the  S  •.iiriiy  of  the  Kiver  at 
this  Place  &  that  a  Number  of  Ship  Carpenters  have  been  for  some 
Time  passt  imployed  by  his  Order  getting  the  Necensary  Timh»T. 

*N.  B.-This   date   (Jan.   7.    1777),    raust  be  a  mistake;   all   the  leltcri  of  : 
show  that  G.  C.  was  at  Raraapo  then,  especially  on  U»«j^h'    ThU  rou«l  i 
7,  1778.    He  had  not  yet  got  over  the  habit  of  writing  \i,t  when  be  wrt't^ 

(Note  on  back  of  MSS.  by  George  W.  Clinton.) 
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The  Bearer,  Capt.  Benson,  who  was  directed  by  Genl.  Gates  to 
contract  with  the  Carpenters  for  this  Service  is  just  now  returned 
from  Genl.  Putnam  at  Mamaroneck  on  whom  he  waited  for  Orders 
respecting  this  Business,  &  to  be  informed  how  the  Workmen  were 
to  be  paid,  Materials  provided  &  the  Timber  got  out  of  the  Woods 
to  the  River  &ca.  &ca  &c.    For  all  these  the  Genl.  has  referred 
him  to  you  &  says  he  has  furnished  with  the  proper  Directions  & 
Orders  respecting  them.    Capt.  Benson  therefore  waits  upon  you. 
The  Genl.  advises  that  the  Workmen  be  imployed  in  building  one 
or  two  of  the  Gun  Boats  first  by  way  of  giving  Time  to  provide 
Materials  for  the  others;  but  before  any  Thing  further  can  be 
done  even  towards  these  the  Timber  must  be  brought  to  the  River. 
Teems  are  therefore  immediatly  wanted  for  this  Purpose.     Money 
too  is  so  essential  an  Article  that  unless  Arrears  are  paid  I  fear 
those  Gentry  will  soon  lay  down  their  Tools  but  with  this  I  con- 
clude the  Genl.  furnished  you  a  sufficiency  when  he  gave  you  hie 
Directions  &  Orders.    Indeed  my  Dear  Colonel  I  fear  we  are  trifl- 
ing with  the  Important  Works  necessary  for  the  Security  of  the 
River  and  I  know  not  how  to  remedy  the  Evil.    \Miat  is  in  your 
Power  I  know  will  be  done.    Yours  Sincerely, 

Geo.  Clinton. 

[To  Col.  Hughes.] 


[No.  1007.] 

GEORGE  CLINTON  ADVOCATES  WEST  POINT. 

Time  Justifies  His  Judgment,  Even  Though  It  Was  Opposed  hy 

Engineers. 

F.  Kill  7th  Jan'y  78. 

Sir,  General  Gates  I  think  must  have  gone  by  the  Way  of 
Minisink,  as  there  is  no  Account  of  him. 

General  Pntnaiu  is  this  Mouwut  arrivd  with  tlie  Troops  & 
intends  crossing  tomorrow,  in  order  to  take  Post  at  Moore's,  near 
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West  Point,  and  desires  me  (o  acciuiiiiil    vom-  Excrllciuv  ihnt 

he  will  be  glad  of  a  Line,  relative  to  the  Situation  of  tlw  Fort, 

as  the  Engineer  is  against  having  it  at  West  Point.     Tlu-  (ien- 

eral  would  be  glad  of  a  Line  by  the  Return  of  iho  n.an-r. 

I  must  wait  on  your  Excellency  in  a  Day  or  two.     Tli.-  l?<anT 

will  deliver  the  Blankets  to  your  Order  Sir.     I  am,  with  ^Tcut 

Regard,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  Hhblc  s't 

11.  liugbefl. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Poughkeepsie  7tli  Jan'y  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  a  Lettir  from  Colo. 
Hughes  of  this  Date  in  which  he  informs  me  of  your  Arival  ai 
Fishkill  &  mentions  that  you  wish  to  have  my  Opinion  respect- 
ing the  proper  Place  to  fortify  for  the  Security  of  the  River.  I 
have  already  given  my  Opinion  in  favour  of  West  Poini*  \  1 
have  hitherto  heard  no  suflQcient  Reasons  to  change  my  Seuii- 
ments.  I  pretend  however  to  no  great  Skill  in  Fort ifuat ions  I 
woud  not  wish  therefore  that  my  Sentiments  shoud  prevail  agt 
those  of  others  who  may  be  better  Judges.  If  Fort  Clintonf 
is  to  be  the  Place  I  shoud  be  glad  to  know  how  the  Chain  or 
Boom  is  to  be  defended  if  at  the  old  Place  &  farilur  South  it 
cant  be  fixed  to  answer  any  good  Purpose—,  indeiil  A:  if  W  orks 
are  more  easy  to  be  compleated  at  Fort  Clinton  than  NN\-si  Point 
which  I  understand  the  Engineer  says  is  the  Case.  This  is  a  Con- 
sideration of  some  Importance  considering  the  sliori  Time  in 
which  the  Business  must  be  effected.     1  am  your  most  UbeU't 

Serv't 

[G.  C] 

[To  General  Putnam.]  ^^ 

*See  pages  589-594.  ^      , 

fFort  Clinton  at  Poplopen'a  Creek. 
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[No.  1008.] 

DISPUTE  BETWEEN  LIVINGSTON  AND  THE  STATE. 

Ee  Denies  the  Charge  that  He  ISoId  Iron  to  the  State  Authorities  at 
Extortionate  Prices. 

'Sliiuov  Livin;j:st<)ii  Slli  Jnmiary   1778. 
May  it  Please  Your  Excellency; 

Sir;  On  the  7lli  of  Last  month  1  received  an  order  from  the 
Late  Council  of  Safety  for  this  State,  a  copy  of  which  Marked 
No.  1  is  herewith  presanted  your  Excellency.  I  did  not  wate 
to  enquire  whether  under  <»ur  ]ir('sant  free  and  Happy  Constitu- 
tion the  subject  matter  of  that  order  fell  properly  under  the 
Cognizence  (»f  the  Council  or  whether  I  could  be  called  before 
them  to  defend  myself  against  the  Cluuge  wliicli  it  contained 
nor  tho  I  felt  myself  sensibly  hurt,  did  1  objfct  to  the  being 
singled  out  of  the  whole  Comuiuuity  to  Exhibit  the  jirotits  of 
my  Business  at  a  time  when  clamours  on  account  of  the  im- 
modirate  price  of  Labour,  and  of  every  commodity  and  necessary 
of  Life  were  Universal,  not  only  in  this  luit  ihroughout  every 
other  State  on  1lie  ("onliueut.  I  coud  not  but  icniark  that  if 
the  charge  had  Ijeen  true.  1  had  transgressed  no  Law,  and  that 
even  it  I  had  been  niniinal  it  was  very  singular  to  eall  upon 
me  to  furnish  Evidence  for  my  own  ( "ondeninatioii.  The  Council 
however  haveing  been  pleased  to  Kesolve  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  take  notice  of  the  complaint,  lusted  of  urging  objeetions  I 
determined  to  give  them  all  the  satisfaction  which  could  be  re- 
quired. 

^\■hether  T  have  not  acted  with  Candor  and  i^ecency,  your  Ex- 
cellency  will  .ludge   froni   the  jinjier   No.  L\  wliich  is  a  Copy  of 
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my  Answer  to  ll..-  .•on,|.l;.i,ii  :hhI  Ihi.-,-  f,..,.,  .h.-  .  ..un.n.     tlu- 
Cliai'oc  that  I  l.ad  s.,1,1  ,„.v  l,o„  i.,,.  ni    an.l  lor  CJlu   a  lujiidnMl. 
ware  both  Uttorlv  (iroundU.ss.  :„hI  ii  ,„„si  I  pn-s........  I...  M.oukI.i 

a  full  Viudicaliou  till  (l>.  n.rt  slull  l,.  ,.,.n..,|,  iIk.i   I  jM.MHivt.lv 
denied  it,  the  Ooniiuaiid   lu   i„rni,„    i|„.  Counril   ,,|    ,|„.  higlu-».t 
piice  at  which  1  had  lately  sold   It;,,-  l,,....  ;..,.!  :,s  ,„,,rly  mh  Urn 

same  might  computed,  of  l!ie  .liilrn.n.r  ..i  .■xp.-n..-  I,hw.n-ii 
that  time  and  the  j'ear  177r,:  ..r  ii,.-.niil;„i  mii,;,^  :,  T.ii.  ..f  n-ilnd 
Bar  Iron  from  the  Ore  at  my  works,  coi.ld  nui  i.,-  .omplyrd  with. 
but  upon  an  accurate  and  a  legions  exaniinjiti.ui  .li.iui,  „.n  int.. 
great  lenght  as  for  some  time  the  price  of  l.dM.nr.  Cartage,  pro- 
vesion,  and  Meterials  has  been  daily  encreasing;  an.]  .lisapp..iiit- 
ments  and  Extraordinary  charges  freqtient.  and  aim. .si  KudleKH; 
all  of  which  circumstances  must  necessarily  I..-  .-xpl.-iin.-.i  b.-fon- 
a  proper  eludgment  can  be  toi-mcd  of  my  Sal.-s.  \\  ii.iji,.  it  was 
incumbent  upon  jue  to  go  into  this  Kxcminatioii  need  not 
be  determined  because  I  chearfully  lUdp.iM'.i  ii  i.i  ili.-  ••..nn.-il. 
to  appoint  any  one  of  tli.'ir  r..»dy.  <ir  any  .Mini-  <  i<iiilcnian  <»f 
repute  to  examin  my  Books;  Nay  ii  was  my  Innublc  n-tjueHi 
that  they  would  be  pleased  lo  do  il,  iliai  ilicy  migln  b.-  p.-rfeclly 
satisfied  in  this  matter  and  conx  in.-.-.l  iliai  ihc  c.uiiplaint  wah 
Melitious  and  propagated  f(»r  sinisici  purjioses;  AsKureing  ihein 
at  the  same  time,  that  to  the  person  who  s1i.miI.!  !..•  S4-iii  b\  tlif 
Council  on  this  Enquiry  I  ment  r.»  lie  Kxidicit.'. 

I  was  not  However  hapjty  enough  to  satisfy  ihc-  <  uuikiI  at* 
your  Excellenc}'  will  be  ijleased  to  ubsai\«-  it\  an  extract  fruiii 
their  Minutes  of  the  15th  of  December  last  a  cojty  of  which  t8 
herewith  transmitted. 

Indeed  the  perticular  complaint  fi-.mi  the  Committee  of  Ubitu- 
beck  precint  seems  to  be  dropited,  bin  ilie  Council  intimate  that 
I  have  not  treated  them  with  delicacy,  and  express  displeasure 
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that  their  Questions  with  respect  to  the  price  of  Iron,  and  the 
differences  of  the  Expence  of  manufacturing  between  the  periods 
before  Stated  are  not  answered,  and  Require  me  to  make  direct 
answers  in  writing  to  said  Questions  and  to  transmit  the  An- 
swers to  the  Council  or  the  Legislature  of  this  state  without 
Delay,  I  can  consientously  say,  in  my  own  Justification  that  I 
have  endavoured  to  give  them  satisfaction  and  Studiously 
avoided  every  thing  which  might  occasion  dispute  or  Disgust; 
and  I  freely  submit  it  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Legislature 
whether  I  desarve  the  reprouf  which  is  implied  in  the  Council's 
Resolutions. 

I  foresaw  last  Year  the  difficulties  which  woud  attend  the  Iron 
Manufactery  in  the  hand  of  an  Individual;  at   all    times  great 
Embarrising,  they  increas  with  the  Distresses  of  the  Country, — 
and  it  was  my  most  erdent  wish  that  the  State  would  then  Ex- 
cept of  my  proposal  to  Carry  on  the  works  for  the  publick  ac- 
count. When  this  offer  was  rejected  more  from  principle  and  duty 
to  my  Country,  which  must  suffer  if  they  are  laid  aside,  then 
from  interast  or  Inclination,  I  persued  amidst  numberless  diffi- 
culties and  Vexations  in  Every  branch;  I  have  been  expos'd  to 
immoderate    exactions.   Cartage  of  Ore — to    mention    but    one 
Instance — which  was  formerly  Eight  pence  a  mile  for  a  Tun,  is 
now  risen  to  Six  and  Eight  Shillings;  workmen  and  labourers 
of  every  Class,  Contented  with  no  indulgance,  and  bound  by  no 
contrect,  desert  my  service  at  thair  pleasure,  and  while  I  am 
pressed  with  these  difficulties,  in  a  degree  to  which    no    other 
occupation  is  Exposed,  Men  who  confine  their  own  exactions 
within  no  bounds,  are  Clamerous  against  me,  and  their  clamours 
unsupported  by  Profs  or  truth,  are  Judged  by  a  Committee  and 
countenanced  by  the  Council  as  a  sufficiant  ground  to  'draw  my 
Integrety  into  Question. 
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In  short  Sir,  I  find  that  while  1  secrafice  {wace  of  mind  and 
Health  to  carry  on  a  UsefiiU  manufacture,  while  fon-Kolnj;  the 
advantage  of  £  18  per  Hundred  which  I  could  have  recived  for  all 
my  Bar  Iron  in  the  Massachusatts  Bay,  (to  say  nothing  of  the 
profits  upon  the  returns),  I  retailed  it  to  my  fellow  CitizeuH  at 
a  much  less  Price;  my  Reputation  hitherto  Unsullied;  and  which 
I  Value  far  beyond  any  temporal  good,  is  impeached,  not  for  any 
fault  of  my  own,  but  from  the  publick  Distresses  which  give  a 
keen  Edge  to  censure  and  Calumny. 

Give  me  leave  to  add,  that  if  these  considerations  ware  not  a 
sufficiant  discouragement,  I  am  seriously  apprehansive  that  it 
is  becomeing  utterly  impracticable  for  me,  or  indeed  for  any 
private  person,  to  prosecute  a  Business  so  Chargeable  and  ex- 
tencive,  and  the  Success  of  which  depends  on  the  fidelity  of  a 
great  number  of  People,  too  many  of  whom  will  not  be  kept  to 
their  duty  without  a  greater  degree  of  aulhorety  then  any  In- 
dividuel  possesses  or  can  exercise  equelly  Essential  to  the 
defance  of  the  State  and  Subsistance  of  its  Members.  This 
Manufacture  Cannot  fail  without  produceing  very  great  distress 
and  the  example  of  a  Sister  State  in  supporting  it  on  the  publick 
account,  is  not  in  my  opinion  undeserving  of  imitation,  since  in 
no  other  way  can  It's  Benefits  be  Ensur'd.  For  these  Kt^sons 
I  once  more  make  an  offer  of  my  Furnace  and  forges,  and  of  all 
their  appurtenances  and  accommodations  to  this  State,  and  en- 
treat that  they  may  be  employed  for  the  publick  account,  Allow- 
ing me  only  such  compensation  as  shall  be  Judged  resonable.  The 
furnace  is  newly  rebuilt  and  all  the  works  are  in  excellent  order, 
and  preperations  made  for  a  silting  mill  which  can  be  compleated 
in  a  short  time,  I  mention  this  last  work  because  without  it, 
I  fear  the  want  of  Nails  will  prove  an  Insuperable  obstacle 
against  fortifying  Hudson's  River. 
42 
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I  shall  always  be  ready  to  trcet  on  this  subject  with  auy  Com- 
missioners or  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Legislature  and 
flatter  myself  that  my  proposels  will  appear  to  be  resonable  and 
for  the  publick  jiood. 

The  Late  Council  of  Safely,  referrt  d  me  to  the  Legislature  for 
a  \indication  of  my  Conduct,  1  hope  I  am  in  the  regular  course 
of  besiness  when  I  request  that  (his  represantation  may  be  Sub- 
mitted to  them  ihro  your  J-Jxcellency,  am  with  great  respect 
Your  Excellencyes  Most  obediant  Humble  Servant 

Robt.  Livingston. 
[To  Gov.  Clinton.] 

In  Council  of  Safety  lor  the  State  of  New  Yoik— 

Hurley  December  15th  1777. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from  Robert 
Livingston  Esquire  dated  at  llie  ]Manor  of  Livingston,  the  7th 
of  December  1777,  and  directed  t(»  Mr.  P.enson  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  this  Council,  report  that  they  have  given  the  Same  a 
deliberate  Considerati(m  and  conceive  ii  when  viewed  as  an  an- 
swer to  the  Enquiries  made  of  him  by  Ceitain  Kesolutions  of  this 
Council  therein  referred  to.  to  be  N'ery  unsatisfa«*tory — 

1st  Be[c]ause  it  Seems  to  aiiai.uii  the  Kegularily  if  not  the 
Justice  of  the  Conduct  of  this  Council  in  proceeding  on  (he  Com- 
plaint of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Kliimbeck  Precint 
in  Dutches  County,  witliout  Evidence  on  ()a(h.  wlieii  in  fact 
and  (rnlh  the  said  Kesululions  were  liaiiKMl  and  scnl  to  Mr. 
Livingston,  niily  Uw  liitdiiiiatioii  and  Enquiry,  and  Caninit  be 
considered  as  a.  Judicial  act  against  liini.  and  ytnir  Committee 
are  of  Oiqiinion,  that  (hiis  Council  have  discovered  greater  Deli- 
cacy towards  .Mr.  Livinusion  in  E.xhibiling  the  Said  Complaint 
to  liini  fur  his  admission  or  denial,  and  in  Staieing  for  his  Sola- 
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tiou  the  Qut'slidiis  CdiilaiiK-d  in  iIm'  s;mi  liis..|iiii.iiii.  iM-iuitr  iln- 
Examiuation  of  any  Wil  ii.ss.s  iliau  would  liav.-  In.-n  hIh-wm  to 
him  in  Calling  for  oxiiaii   I 'roof  :ij;ainsi  him  on  ();iili. 

2dly  liecanse  Iho  I  he  said  Loiter  conlains  a  full  and  Hat  l»«-iiial 
that  Mr.  Livingston  over  sold  any  Kar  lion  lur  Kovontcpn  or 
£20  per  hundred,  as  is  allcdgcd  in  i  In- said  < '(.in|»laini.  And  althu' 
also  it  assorts  that  no  One  I'.lacksinii  li  I'IIiIht  in  tin-  Manor  of 
Livingston  or  Dutches  Connly  lias  linnglit  any  I  run  of  hini 
that  has  cost  more  tlicn  Eight  Shillings  fur  ih.-  ipianH'iy  nwi** 
sary  to  Shoe  one  Horse;  Yet  il  runlains  nu  answer  tu  ih<-  said 
resolutions  respecting  the  price  at  uhiih  In-  d<i<-s  si-ll  his  Har 
Iron  as  by  the  said  Resolutions  was  r('i|iiiii(l 

3dly  Because  tho  the  said  Letter  contains  an  l.nnnuiaiiun  of 
his  Difficulties  with  respect  to  his  work  men;  yd  it  atfordK  nu 
Solution  to  the  question  respecting  the  DillVrcntf  of  Ex|m'Uh** 
between  tho  present  Time  and  the  year  ITT.'c  of  mannfa«-turiiig 
a  Tun  of  refined  bar  iron  from  iln-  Ort-  ai  his  Irun  wurkw:  aM 
by  the  said  Kesolutions  was  also  required  Therenp<tn: 

Resolved  that  the  Letter  from  Koherl  Livingston  Esquire  daitil 
at  the  Manor  of  Livingston  the  7th  hi-c'r  1777  and  diret-ted  to 
Robert  Benson  Esq'r  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  this  Connril,  Con 
tains  no  answer  to  the  Qm-siions  |iiit  lo  him  in  ih--  Kenolutioua 
of  this  Council  of  the  Twinly  Kighi  of  November  last  rtduU-ing 
to  the  price  at  which  he  sells  hi^  bar  lion  and  the  dilT.-renrr  of 
Expense  between  the  presani  Time  and  iln-  year  177.')  of  nianu 
facturing  a  Tnn   of  refined   bar   Iron   from   ilie  (He  .it    liin   Irou 

works — 

Resolved  that  the  said  Koberl  Livingston  Es.jnire  be  and  be 
is  hereby  required  to  make  direct  answers  in  writing  to  the 
said  Questions  and  to  transmit  ihe  said  answers  to  thi»  Coun 
cil,  or  the  Legislature  of  this  State  without  dehn    - 
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ResolTed  that  for  this  purpose  he  be  forthwith  furnished  with 
Copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  refered 
his  said  Letter  of  the  7th  of  December  1777  and  of  the  Resolu- 
tions of  this  Council  founded  tharon. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

R:  B:  Sec't. 
True  Copy. 


[No.  1009.] 

BURGOYNE'S  EMBARKATION  SUSPENDED. 

Congress's  Prompt  Retaliatory  Actian  When  Burgoyne  Accused  Gates 

of  Bad  Faith — Burgoyn^'s  Puerile  Complaints. 

In  Congress  Jan:  8  1778. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  letters  that  passed  between  gen- 
eral Heath  and  general  Burgoyne,  and  the  letter  from  general 
Burgoyne  to  general  Gates,  were  committed,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  consideration  and  agreed  to,  as  follows:* 

''That  they  have  considered  with  mature  attention  the  con- 
vention entered  into  at  Saratoga,  between  major  general  Gates 
and  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  in  October  last,  and  find  num- 
bers of  the  cartouch  boxes,  and  several  other  articles  of  mili- 
tary accoutrement  annexed  to  the  persons  of  the  non  commis- 
sioned officers  and  soldiers  in  general  Burgoyne's  army,  have  not 
been  delivered  up,  and  that  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
vention, and  the  technical  interpretation  of  the  word  "arms" 
they  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up.  This  opinion  is  war- 
ranted not  only  by  the  judgment  of  the  most  approved  writers, 
but  by  the  interpretation  and  practice  of  British  oflScers  in  sim- 
ilar cases  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  particularly  in  the 
capitulation  of  St.  John's  on  the  2d  of  Nov'r  1775. 

•See  page  669  et  seq.,  including  foot  notes. 
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Your  Committee  farther  report,  that  IIutc  are  bo  manv  oilxr 
circumstances  attending  the  delivery  of  the  ariiiH  and  niilifary 
stores  which  excite  strong  suspicions  iliat   ihf  convcution  hnn 
not  been  strictly  complied  witli.  on   tlic  jiarl   (»f  ^j-ncrul   Hur- 
goyne,  agreeably  to  it's  tr\ie  si)iril  and  ili.-  intention  of  \\\v  con- 
tracting parties,  and  so  many  instances  of  funinr  fraud  in  th<* 
conduct  of  our  enemies,  as  to  Justify  Congnss,  however  cauliouH, 
to  avoid  even  the  suspicion  of  wan!    of  -^(tod    faiih.   in   taking 
every  measure  for  securing  the  performance  of  the  eonvention, 
which  did  not  impose  any  new  condition,  nor  tend  t<t  delay  ilH 
execution.     Of  this  nature,  your  Committee  consider  the  rvno- 
lution  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  directing  general 
Heath  "to  cause  to  be  taken  down  the  name  and  rank  of  every 
commissioned  officer,  and  the  name,  former  place  of  abode,  oc- 
cupation, size,  age  and  description  of  every  non  coniniist«ioni'd 
officer  and  private  soldier,  and  all  other  persons  comprehended 
in  the  convention  of  Saratoga."     This  cannot  be  considere<l  as 
imposing  any  new   condition,  but  as  a  measure  naturally   re 
suiting  from  the  articles  of  convention,  which  the  con<jnering 
party  has  a  right  to  avail  itself  of,  and  which  is  strictly  justi- 
fiable, had  no  just  suspicion  of  the  want  of  good  faith  in  the 
party   surrendring   presented   itself.      Your   Commit  tee  are   of 
opinion,  that  the  reasons  which  general  Burgoyne  adduces  for 
refusing  a  compliance,  are  inapplicable  to  the  case;    and  they 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  he  is  totally  mistaken  in  his  api»ouI 
to  the  conduct  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  himself  with  resiK-et 
to  the  prisoners  released  from  Canada  in  August   177a.     F»r 
notwithstanding  his  express  declaration  to  the  contrary  In  hl» 
letter  of  the  23d  of  Nov'r  last  to  g.-neral  1 1,  ail.,  it  apiK»ar»  from 
the  original  list  of  the  prisoners  released  from  Canada,  which 
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is  herewith  presented,  that   llie  i.roviiiccs,  counties  and  towns 
to  whieh  tlio  ])iison<'rs  n-lcascd  hehmjjjed  were  annexed  to  their 
respective  naim-s.  wliich  for  Hm-  ,i,n-»'ater  security  of  the  conquer- 
ing party  were  in  iln-  liand  writiiiji"  (if  the  respective  prisoners. 
Your  ("oniniittee   therefcnv    c;nnii>i     hut    consider   <reneral    T.ni-- 
goyne's  refusal  to  j:ive  des(  ri]>iive  lists  of  the  non  connuissioned 
officers  and  soldiers  helonging  to  his  aiiny,  when  connected  with 
his  former  conduct,  and  ill  ;^iouiHh'd  asserti«»n  on  this  oc<'asi.on, 
in  an  alarniin<j,-  point   of  view;  more  esp(^cially  when  they  con- 
sider that    nine  days   previous   to   this   i-efusal.   he   had    wilhout 
just  cause  given,  declared  in  a  h-iler  to  geneial  dates,  that  the 
Ituhlic  faith  ]ili.uhled  in  the  convention  of  Sai-atoga.  was  broken 
on  the  iiait  cd"  these  States.     Tins  charge  of  a  hicai  h  <d"  puhli<! 
faith  is  of  a  most   serious  nature.  ])regiiant    with  ahiiiuiug  con- 
sequences, and  deserves  greater  attention,  as  it  is  not   di'oiqteil 
in  a  hasty  expression,   dictated   by   sudden   passion,   but   is  de- 
livered as  a  deliberate  act  of  judgment,  committed   to  writing, 
and  sent  to  the  general,  with   whom  he  made  the  convcaticju — 
and  if  credit    is   to  be  given   to  general   P.urgoyiu'"s  account  of 
himself  in  his  letter  to  general  Heath  of  the  2nd  Nov'r  he  can- 
not be  considered  "of  so  light   a  character,  as  to  have  acted  in 
a  seri(»us  nuitler  of  State,  upon  a  sudden  impression.'' 

The  reason  on  which  he  gi-ounds  this  charge  is,  that  the  ofticers 
include<l  in  tlie  convenli(»n  have  not  since  their  arrival  in  Massa- 
chusetts liay  been  accommodated  with  quarters  agreejible  to 
their  res]Mcti\e  ijinks;  on  which  yoni'  ("ommittee  beg  leav<'  to 
observe,  that  though  fnuii  tliesu(Men  and  unexpected  arrivnl  of 
so  large  a  bodv  of  trotqis.  tin-  c<uic(Uiise  of  sli-angers  in  and  near 
r.ostoii.  the  (jeviistalifui  and  di'St  ruct  itm  occasioned  by  the  I'.rilish 
;irni\   not   loii}:  since  blecUi  d  u|)  in  thai   town,  and  by  the  Ameri- 
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can  army  wliicli  ht'sci-icd  ihciii;  and  rdiisKl.'nuj^r  ^m^  ^l^^.  4jflit;t.j-g 
were  not  lo  be  Sieiteraled  from  tlieir  men,  and  that  the  trooiM 
conld  not  he  qnartered  Avitli  ('<|iial  ((mvinii-mi'  in  any  otluT 
])]aoe  witliin  ilie  limits  jxiintcd  uiil  and  dfsi  lilicd  in  th«'  conven- 
lion,  as  tliere  are  not  a  .siittieicnl  niindMr  ot  liarrarks  in  any  <illier 
l>ar(  (if  lliaf  Sial(\;  tliou^h  fi<im  llicsc  and  many  (dhiT  unavuiil- 
able  cirenmslances,  the  ar-conmHidalinn  uf  ^^i  ncial  l'.nr{j«)yne  and 
his  officers  might  not  be  smdi  as  lin-  |tid)lic  cdnl*!  wish,  or  In-  tx 
pect,  yet  liis  charge  of  a  breach  of  llu'  jmldii-  faith  mi  tliiH  or- 
count  is  not  warranted  either  by  the  letter  <if  the  |iii-liniinary 
articles  agreed  on  between  himstdf,  and  geiieial  (hites  on  the  1  lih 
of  October,  or  by  the  spirit  of  the  convention  sigin-d  on  the  |i;th 
of  the  same  month:  since  by  an  examination  of  these  artich*H  it 
will  appear,  that  the  stipulation  with  respect  to  the  quartering  of 
officers  was  not  to  be  construed  in  that  iig(u-oiis  sense  in  whi<-h 
general  Burgoyne  affects  to  consider  it,  but  on  the  fontran  that 
it  was  "agreed  to  as  far  as  circumstances  would  admit." 

Your  Committee  forbear  to  lay  any  stress  on  the  attemj.l  of 
the  enemy  to  alter  the  place  of  emhaikaiioii  fiom  tin  \,n\\  .if 
Boston  to  that  of  Rhode  Island,  or  the  Sound,  so  e.uitijiucms  to 
the  port  of  New  York,  whitdi  as  well  as  that  of  Kh.Mh  lslan«I.  in 
at  present  in  their  possession;  on  the  seeinin^l\  inad<  .piate  nuni- 
her  of  vessels,  (being  only  2f)  transports  sent  to  RIkmI.-  Island,  a« 
appears  in  a  letter  from  genenil  I'igot  to  general  iSnrgoyue, 
dated  5th  Dec'r)  for  an  army  consisiing  .d"  r.iil-  in  a  winter's  voy- 
age to  Europe;  or  on  the  imi.robabilily  (d'  tiie  enemy's  being  able 
on  so  short  a  notice  to  victual  su.li  a  lieei  ami  army.  f..r  a  voyago 
of  such  length;  since  th(>  declaration  .d'  iieiiteiiani  geiirral  Hur 
goyne,  that  (he  ]»ubli.-  faith  is  br.d.e.  is  of  itself  sumrleni  fo 
justify  Congress,  in   taking  evei  v    measure  for  seriiring  tlie  ^r- 
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formance  of  the  convention,  which  the  lawi  of  nations  in  con- 
sequence of  this  conduct  will  justify. 

These  facts  and  opinions,  your  Committee  in  a  matter  of  such 
high  moment  to  the  honor  and  safety  of  these  States,  esteem  it 
their  duty  to  report  specially;  and  considering  that  general  Bur- 
goyne  has  not  fully  complied  with  the  convention  of  Saratoga, 
particularly  in  not  delivering  up  the  cartouch  boxes  and  accoutre- 
ments; that  he  has  expressly  and  without  just  foundation  charged 
these  States  with  a  breach  of  public  faith;  that  in  consequence 
of  this  declaration,  whilst  in  our  power^  he  may  deem  himself,  and 
the  army  under  him,  absolved  from  their  compact,  and  may, 
therefore^  have  refused  compliance  with  a  measure  naturally  re- 
sulting from  the  convention,  and  which  only  tended  to  render 
his  officers  and  men  insecure,  in  case  the  convention  on  their 
part  was  not  complied  with;  considering  farther  that  from  the  dis- 
tance between,  America  and  Great  Britain,  there  is  no  opportunity 
of  accommodating  this  dispute  in  any  reasonable  period  of  time 
with  the  sovereign  of  the  State,  in  behalf  of  which  this  conven- 
tion was  made,  and  that  the  operations  of  general  Burgoyne's 
army  in  America  would  not  only  defeat  the  main  object  of  the 
convention,  but  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  these 
States,  Your  Committee  submit  the  whole  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress^  in  order  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  are  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  and  honor  of  these  United  States." 
Whereupon  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved  That  as  many  of  the  cartouch  boxes  and  several  other 
articles  of  military  accoutrements  annexed  to  the  person  of  the 
non  commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  included  in  the  conven- 
tion of  Saratoga  have  not  been  delivered  up,  the  convention  on 
the  part  of  the  British  army  has  not  been  strictly  complied  with: 
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Resolved  That  the  refusal  <.f  li..,aenant  K.-ucnU  liurgo,„e  t« 
give  descriptive  lists  of  the  no.  .oininissionod  ome.r.  &  private- 
belonging  to  his  annj  subscq.i.nl  K,  his  •l.claralion  that  tbo 
public  faith  was  brolce,  is  considered  hy  ('onj^.TBH  in  an  alanniug 
point  of  view;  since  a  co.nj)lianc..  with  I  I.e  r.-solntion  of  rongron 
could  only  have  been  prejudicial  to  (hat  ;.ri„y  in  .ns..  of  an  in- 
fraction of  the  convention  on  their  part: 

Resolved  That  the  charge  made  by  lieutenant  general  iJurKoyn.- 
in  his  letter  to  major  general  Gates  of  the  14th  of  Nov:  of  u 
breach  of  public  faith  on  the  part  of  these  States,  is  not  war- 
ranted by  the  just  construction  of  any  article  of  the  convention  of 
Saratoga,  that  it  is  a  strong  indication  of  his  intention,  and 
affords  just  ground  of  fear  that  he  will  avail  himself,  of  such 
pretended  breach  of  the  convention,  in  order  to  disengage  him- 
self and  the  army  under  him,  of  the  obligation  they  are  under  to 
these  United  States;  and  that  the  security  which  these  States 
have  had  in  his  personal  honor,  is  hereby  destroyed: 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  embarkation  of  lieutenant  general 
Burgoyne  and  the  troops  under  his  command  be  suspended,  till 
a  distinct  and  explicit  ratification  of  the  convention  of  Saratu};a 
shall  be  properly  notified  by  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  to  Con- 
gress. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

Ilenry  Laurens,  I'resident. 
Attest  Chas.  Thomson  sec'v- 


[No.  1010.] 
Lieutenunt  Ball  Tenders  Ills  Reftignaiion. 
To  His  Exelancy  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c.  and  the  Ilouorablo 
the  Counsil  of  the  same.    The  peticion  of  John  Ball  Lieut,  in  the 
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3(1  Regml.  of  New  York  Forces,  Humbly  shewetli  his  reasons 

for  beging  loave  to  Kcsighn  his  Commission.      As  my  Family 

and  Buisness  is  such  at  Ikhju'  that  1  Cannot  longer  Continue  in 

the   Scrviff.    without    Injuiting   ^lysclf  ;m»l    family   to   Much,   I 

Most  hniuhly  lU-g  the  Indulgcamc  of  your  il«jnour"s  Aceptance 

of  my  Ki  sigiiation,  and  Shall  he  Ever  bouud  to  Pray  for  Honour's 

and  the  Success  of  ^ly  Country.     J'^rom  lloiior'd  Sirs.  Your  Most 

Obedient  humble  SerA-ent, 

John  Ball. 
Albany  Ittli  .lannarv.  177S. 


[No.  1011.] 
Matthctr  ('(intine  Rciinits  Progrrss  in  the  l^enrch  for  Lead  Mima. 

Marble  Town  January  9th  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  this  day  Honored  with  a  Letter  wrote  by  your  Ex- 
cellency's din-cTiou  by  Secretary  li(Mison  on  the  Subject  of  the 
lead  Mines.*  Tlie  Late  Convention  appointed  a  committee  of 
their  Body  for  the  Purpose  of  exploring  lead  mines  of  which 
number  I  had  the  htmor  to  be  one.  >Ve  accordingly  employed  a 
Mr.  John  McDonald  to  AVork  the  mine  at  Nepanagh;  his  progress 
has  not  as  yet  turue<l  out  to  any  Considerable  advantage;  from 
our  own  Observation  and  from  his  reports  the  prospect  is  how- 
ever not  Vanished,  he  having  discovered  two  Small  Veins,  in  two 
different  parts.  This  has  induced  us  to  Continue  the  work  under 
his  direction  by  a  new  Contract,  which  is  not  yet  Completed.  I 
flatter  myself  however  when  this  Job  is  Completed,  I  shall  be 
able  to  determine  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  precision  whether  it 
will  answer  to  Continue  the  works.  In  the  prosecution  of  this 
Affair  we  have  met  with  many  dilticnlties,  especially  in  the 
articles  of  Steel  for  materials  to  Carry  on  the  works  &  Gun 
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Powder,  lo  blow  up  sucli  ()bs:LrucLiuu»  a.s  u;ilurall>  lulerveoc, 
whieli  lias  nof  a  liUlo  ri'tard^d  llio  minirs  I)1-i)|,m-)*kh.  Uv  \h  how- 
over  again  at  work. 

According  to  your  Excellency's  ntiucsl,  1  hhall  not  fail  i«»  S«-iul 
Mr.  McDonald  to  you  to  report  the  progrf><s  In-  has  made,  from 
which  I  hope  your  Excelleiicy  will  he  able  lu  .liul;,'c  whi-ther  It 
will  answer  the  desired  [)ur[»os('  f<»  rdntinuf  ili.-  Wmk^.  \Vf 
have  hitherto  discovered  Mi-.  ^Id  ><m;il(l  to  )•<•  an  liMin-st  iiiuii  & 
I  believe  your  Excellency  may  rely  on  his  represeulutioiiH. 

Mr.  McDonald  was  formerly  employed  by  the  same  Coinmittie 

to  open  a  mine  in  Dutchess  County;  in  Consequence  of  wiiicb  he 

extracted  out  of  it  about  a  Hogshead  of  oar  whirh   \\ill  yii-ld 

i'A)   lb.    1*   Ct.   we   wer(^   then    dotcrmiiit'd    lo   kcci*   it   until   nurh 

time  as  we  could  be  able  to  discover  wii;it  success  we  should 

meet  with  at  this  place,  and  if  we  should  liiid  it  to  answ«*r  lh«' 

end  to  have  a  furnace  erected  at  this  side  ilic  iCivir  for  sidecliujj 

the  Lead.     This  oar  is  left  in   the  ('are  of  Maj(U-   Laugdon  at 

Dutchess  County.     I  have  the  Honor  to  be   Vour  Excelleucy'a 

most  obedient  &  very  humble  Serv't, 

Matthew  f'antine. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1012.] 

NEW  YOKK  NOT  A  CATTLE   KAISIXC,   STATE. 

Goveimor  Clinton  Points  Out  to  Fnincis  Ughtfuut  Lir  the  SuffcriugM 

and  rrivafioiis  JJiiduird  hi/  Our  I'mjih-. 

roughkoepsh'  HUh  .lauy  1778. 
Sir,  I  was  honored  with  yours  of  the  .'Jdth  D.-cY  two  Da.VH 
ago  and  am  extrcamly  suiiMi/..Ml  \  alaruuMl  ai  th.-  N.MTHMJtioH  of 
the  Army  &  the  more  so  as  1  have-  noi  obs.-rv.-d  any  .-xtranrdin- 
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ary  Exertions  for  some  Time  past  to  relieve  them.  This  State 
will  do  all  in  their  Power  to  answer  the  Expectations  of  Con- 
gress; but  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that,  that  all  must  be  extreamly 
small.  It's  past  Exertions,  the  large  Armies  it  has  subsisted  for 
two  Campaigns,  together  with  the  Ravages  of  the  Enemy  having 
quite  exhausted  us;  Add  to  this  that  we  have  numberless  Fami- 
lies who,  having  been  dispossessed  of  their  Farms  by  the  Enemy, 
must  be  now  maintained  by  that  half  of  the  State  which  has 
escaped  Desolation.  This  State  never  raised  any  considerable 
Quantity  of  Cattle  beyond  what  were  necessary  for  their  own 
Consumption.  The  Causes  above  mentioned,  together  with  the 
great  Demand  for  Forage  has  made  them  still  less  attentive  to 
it  than  usual.  I  mention  these  Circumstances  to  induce  Con- 
gress to  put  but  little  Reliance  upon  any  Supplies  of  Cattle  from 
this  State. 

Flour  may  be  procured  tho  we  have  not  only  supplied  the 
Army,  but  our  Eastern  Neighbours  with  considerable  Quantities 
of  that  Article;  But  believe  me,  Sir,  it  will  be  utterly  impossible 
to  feed  the  Army  any  longer  on  Credit.  The  Hardships  that 
Individuals  have  long  labored  under,  from  being  oblidged  to 
accept  the  Certificates,  instead  of  Money,  are  inconceivably  great, 
many  of  them  having  been  unpaid  for  Months  (how  much  longer 
they  may  remain  so  we  know  not)  &  their  value  already  expended 
in  fruitless  Journies  for  Payment.  Let  me  add  to  this  that  the 
Want  of  Order,  Dillegence  &  Occonemy  in  the  several  offices  of 
Commissary  &  Quarter  &  Forage  Masters,  &  the  Oppressions 
to  which  they  subject  the  Labourer  &  Husbandman  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  111  Supply  of  the  Army. 

The  Regulation  of  Prices  by  the  proposed  Convention  from  the 
several  States  will  I  have  great  Reason  to  apprehend  (at  least 
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for  a  Time)  create  a  Scarcilj  that  may  hv  ruinous  to  11...  Annv  * 
be  attended  with  no  real  advantage  to  the  goneral  raus... 

I  am  warranted  to  make  this  Observation  fr«.m  th..  K xp.Tience 
of  the  several  States  that  have  after  repeated  Trials  given  np  th... 
Idea  of  obliging  People  to  dispose  of  their  Comm(»diti(-8  at  a 
stated  Price— perhaps  the  inexpediency  of  the  MouHnro  waa 
occassioned  by  the  Regulations  heretofore  being  partial.  I  wish 
most  sincerely  we  may  experience  this  to  have  been  the  Case  by 
the  proposed  general  Regulation  (contrarry  to  my  Oppinion)  hav- 
ing the  desired  Effect. 

You  may  depend  on  my  giving  Mr.  Cuyler  every  Assistance  in 
procuring  Flour,  we  having  before  invested  him  with  most  ex- 
traordinary Powers  for  that  Purpose;  what  use  he  has  made  of 
them  I  am  unable  to  say;  Tho  I  believe  the  want  of  Money  baa 
prevented  his  purchasing  any  more  than  was  necessary  for  im- 
mediate Consumption.  In  short,  Sir,  unless  this  is  furnished  1 
dread  the  Consequences;  without  it,  any  considerable  supplit-M 
for  the  Army  cannot  be  laid  in  &  what  little  may  be  procured  on 
Credit  (already  greatly  impaired)  will  be  at  advanced  Prices. 

As,  Sir,  you  are  a  Committee  to  assist  the  Board  of  War,  I 
conceive  it  will  not  be  improper  to  mention  that  no  material 
measures  are  yet  taken  to  fortify  the  River,  &  that  Oenl. 
Gates's  absence  will  greatly  impede  that  necessary  Work  unless 
his  Place  is  supplied  by  some  equally  active  Offhcr,  &  Men, 
Money  &  materials  furnished  for  it's  Completion.  Every  Day'a 
Delay  may  be  attended  with  fatal  Consequences,  since  no  sop- 
plies  can  be  expected  from  this  State  unless  it  is  less  hnrrnsaed 
the  ensuing  Campaign  than  it  was  tho  last.     I  liave  the  Honor 

to  be  &c. 

[George  (Minton.J 

The  Honble.  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee  Esqr. 
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[No.  1013.] 
The  LtyisUitiire  Faili^   to   Cnnirne  IhcaKHv  of  the  J)eliiiqufnnf  of 

Members. 

York  Town  2d  Jiiu'y  1778. 
Sir,  The  last  Letter  I  troubled  Your  Excellency  Avitli  was  dated 
23d  Ulto. — hitherto  I  am  without  any  of  your  favors. 

Inclosed  please  to  receive  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  aiet  past, 
for  promoting  a  speedy  reformation  in  the  Army  in  discipline  & 
wcouemy,  which  Your  Excellency  will  lay  before  the  proper 
power  in  the  State  of  New^  York.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with 
great  Respect  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  Most  humble  Servant, 

Henry  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  New  York. 


Poughkeepsie  10th  Jan'r  1778. 

Sir,  1  was  honored  yesterday  with  the  Keccit  of  your  Excel- 
lency's Letter  Dated  the  2d  January  Instant,  inclosing  the  Act  of 
Congress  of  the  31s  Ultimo*  for  promoting  a  speedy  reformation 
in  the  Army  in  discipline  &  Oconcmy  which  will  be  duely  attended 
to  by  this  State, 

I  [was]  no  less  «»)iici'rn»'<i  than  surpiizi'd  iliai  lu-itlirr  ol'  I  lie 
several  Ldlers  wliidi  I  have  had  llie  Ildiior  of  addressiii.u  loyoiir 
Excellency  had  came  to  Hand.  My  last  was  Dated  the  30th  Dec'r 
&  inclosed  a  Copy  of  one  of  the  20th  December  last;  the  original 
might  not  have  reached  you.  This  was  forwarded  by  the  Dep'y 
Quarter  Master  Gen'l  of  this  Department  who  assures  me  he  sent 

*]ir80lrcd.  That  It  Is  expedient  to  promote  a  speedy  reformation  in  the  army,  as 
well  for  the  purpose  of  discipline  as  econcmy;  and  the  number  of  officers  being  already 
out  of  all  proportion  to  that  of  the  privates,  to  avoid  further  embarrassments  in  this 
respect,  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  several  states,  to  suspend  fUling 
up  any  vacancies  In  their  respective  regiments,  until  they  shall  hear  further  from  Con- 
gress on  the  subject. 
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it  by  a  safe  ITaiid  &  that  eer  now  it  must  have  I n  r.c.-iv.  .1  (,v 

your  Excellency. 

The  Legislature  of  tliis  State  Averc  to  have  nicti  al  thJM  IMacc 
the  3th  Instant  but  a  sufficient  Number  of  Members  to  prorecd  on 
Business  did  not  appear  before  yesterda  \ .  The  sfvcral  Mat  tern 
recommended  to  their  Consideration  h_v  111.-  Hon  hie  iji,.  Coii^rt-BH 
I  have  already  laid  before  them  &  I  am  with  ^'rcal  IJcspect  your 
Most  Obed't  Serv't 

His  Excellency  Henry  Laurene  Esqr. 


[No.  1014.] 

George  Clinton  Foiicards  the  Ihsoliitvju  of  Vouynss  t'l   l.irri  a 

Monument  to  General  Herkimer. 

Poughkeepsie  10th  .lan'y  177>. 

Gentlemen,   Inclosed  you  have  a  Copy  of  Letter  &  Kescdnlion* 

of  Continental  Congress  for  erecting  a  Monument  to  the  Memory 

of  your  late  Gallant  Genl.    While  with  ycm  I  laniL-nl  ilie  Cau«e, 

I  am  impressed  with  a  due  Sense  of  the  great  &  jiisily  meriiited 

Honor  the  Continent  has  in  this  Instance  paid  to  Memory  of  ilia; 

Brave  Man  &  wish  to  carry  their  Intentions  into  Execution  in  «ueh 

Manner  as  shall  be  most  Honorary  to  the  deceased  &  agrealde  to 

his  Familly  &  Friends.     I  wish,  therefore,  befoi-,'  aii.v  Steps  are 

taken  for  the  Completion  of  this  Business,  to  have  not  <inly  the 

Sentiments  of  your  respectable  Body  but  of  the  AVidow  ^S:  Children 

of  the  deceased  as  to  the  Spot  on  which  it  will  be  mo.'^i  a^reabh-  to 

erect  the  Monument  &  the  Manner  of  exeL-utiug  it.     I  l'^'^-'  '1>«* 

Honor  to  be  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

[Georp'  Clinton. J 

[To  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County.] 


'Resolved,  That  the  governor  and  Council  of  New  York  be  >i 
ment,   at  continental  expence.   of  the  value  ot  300  dollarB.  to 
brigadier  Harkemer.  who  commanded  the  militia  of  Tryou  f-0""'>  ■ 
York    and  was  killed  fighting  gallantly  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  th^M  SUt... 


Ill  -.11. 
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[No.  1015.] 
Snoic  Delays  Work  at  West  Point. 

F.  Kill  12tli  Jan'y  1778. 

Sir,  Major  Quakenbush  being  on  his  way  to  Albany  with  the 
Deserter  that  gives  an  acct.  of  the  Ck)horne,  Cannon,  Small-arms 
&c.  I  have  desird  him  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  with  him.  He 
goes  addresfi'd  to  General  Lincoln,  to  whom,  a  Line  from  you  Sir, 
will  not  be  useless,  I  imagine,  after  you  have  heard  what  he  has 
to  say.  He  wae  examined  by  General  Putnam  &  some  of  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Committee. 

As  Quakenbush  is  going  up  to  procure  &  send  down  Boards  &c. 
for  the  public  works,  it  would  be  of  great  Service  to  him,  could  he 
have  a  Line  from  you  to  the  Committee,  Sir. 

Just  as  we  were  preparing  to  cross  to  West  Point  Yesterday, 

it  began  to  snow,  when  it  was  tho't  best  to  wait  till  this  Day,  on 

which,  I  came  up,  &  am  going  down  immediately.    I  am,  Sir,  with 

great  Regard,  Your  Excellency's  most  obdnt.  &  very  Humble 

Serv't 

Hugh  Hughes. 

His  Excellency  Govemour  Clinton. 


[No.  1016.] 

SUFFERINGS  OF  THE  ARMY  AT  VALLEY  FORGE. 

A  Scheme  to  Impress  Sleighs  to  Transport  Salt,  Ainmunition  and 

Clothing — Scarcitij  of  Orain. 

N.  Burgh  Jan'ry  13th  1778. 
Whereas,  there  is  a  large  Quantity  of  Slays  wanted  Immedi- 
atly  to  transport  Salt,  amunition  and  Cloathing  to  Easton,  and 
the  army  being  in  the  outmost  Distress  for  all  those  articles,  it  is 
his  Excellency's  jtositive  orders  that  all  of  them  be  forwarded 
Iramediatly. 
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The  above  Reasons  makes  ,,  most  n.cs.sarv  f..r  uw  to  Ikmuo 
Warrents  to  Impress  a  suiVu-'wui  Ni.mh.T  of  i^lnyn  for  that  pur 
pose  and  as  many  of  the  Inhabitan.-o  Comphiin  and  havo  hnd 
Reason  from  time  to  time  to  do  so,  by  haviuK  m.n  H.-nt  amoiinjf«t 
them  for  that  purpose,  that  were  Stranprs  to  the  (.'ircuniHtancwi 
of  the  People  and  Nature  of  (he  Country.  I  f(.r  the  aliove  Rc-aiioiui 
take  this  Method  to  ai)ply  to  tlie  Cliiiirm.n  of  flir  fdllowinjf  Com- 
mittes  Voz.  New  Paltz,  Sh:iwaii.-:uiil<.  Ihiimv.r.  Walkill  Now 
Marlborough,  Minisink,  &  Mamacotten  ^:  Hochester.  that  the 
Chairman  of  each  Committee  Shall  furnish  no  SlavH  for  the  above 
Service;  that  they  may  have  their  Number  Imbodied  at  Ruch 
place  as  they  may  see  most  Convenient  and  from  thrnee  havo 
them  Sent  to  this  Post,  under  the  are  of  two  trusty  Cunductom 
to  every  fifty  Slays— who  shall  have  the  Care  of  them,  and  proper 
orders  to  Return  at  Easton,  and  they  shall  be  allowed  Capfs  Pay 
for  their  Service,  with  Reasonable  Expiinr.s  ,,f  Extraordinarya 
that  may  happen. 

As  Grain  is  not  to  be  had  at  present  to  Supply  the  Rrigadcs 

that  pass  and  Repass  here,  Each  man  will  furnish  hi«  own  Grain 

for  the  Journey,  and  they  shall  be  paid  for  the  same  at  the  Rate 

of  one  Peck  Each  Horse  Pr.  Day  for  the  time  they  are  out.     ! 

flatter  myself  this  Method  will  lie  most  agreeable  to  the  People  io 

General,  and  that  they  will  turn  out  willingly  and  with  Spirit; 

if  so  I  will  follow  the  Method  ar.J  tan  asseure  the  Inhabatanee  it 

is  my  desire  to  do  everything  in  my  Power  for  their  EaiM«  and 

Comfort,  so  far  as  it  is  Consistent  with  the  Publiek  welfare.    Thla 

is  the  Method  followed   both   in   Penaylvenia  and  .Ier»»y— they 

send  Conductors  of  Credit  and  activity,  and  the  Husinew  in  done 

with  half  the  opression  it  is  here.  \ofwitlisf;iii<linL'  thi'M-  in  Six 

times  the  Business  acted. 
43 
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I  ever  thought  the  greatest  Pity  to  see  the  Inhabatance  draged 
out  by  Guards,  and  hopes  this  for  the  future  will  be  ]>revented, 
as  it  is  obvious  to  every  Person  the  j»reitaratious  for  tlie  army 
must  be  forwarded  at  all  Events. 

X.  B.  this  under  Concerns  the  Presincls  over  the  mountain. 

All  the  Precincts  on  this  side  the  River,  have  agreed  to  Brigade 

their  Waggons,  and  each  of  them  to  send  in  25  Tons  of  Hay.  but 

as  these  Precincts  are  at  such  a  distance  from  the  River  it  would 

be  best  to  send  Grain.     Capt.  Hunter  will  come  in  with  the  last 

of  the  Teams  and  direct  Each  Conductor  where  to  deliver  their 

Loads,  I  will  take  Care  they  have  proper  Certificates.     I  have  the 

Honour  to  be  your  m.  ob.  Servant, 

And'w  Taylor,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
To  The  Chair  Man. 


[No.  1017.] 
Commanders  of  Tryon  County  Regiments  Ordered  to  Make  Perfect 

Returns. 
Head  Quarters  Poughkeepsie  1.3th  Jan'y  1778. 
It  is  essentially  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  public  Service  that 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Militia  slioud  be  immediately  pos- 
sessed of  ]>erfc(t  Returns  of  several  Corps  composing  the  same. 
The  Commanding  Ofiicers,  therefore,  of  the  different  Regiments  of 
Tryon  County  are  without  the  least  Delay  to  make  Returns  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Corps  under  their  Command.  Colo.  John 
nari>er  will  take  the  Trouble  of  receiving  &  forwarding  the  same. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
[To  the  Commanding  Oflicers  of  the  Militia  of  Tryon  County.] 
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THE  GOVERNOR'S  LEGISLATIVE  ADDRESSES.* 

He  Submits  the  Articles  of    Confederation  and    Dwells    Upon  the 
Defenceless  Condition  of  the  Hudson. 

Gentlemen,  "Agreeable  to  the  Directions  of  Congress,  I  em- 
brace this  earliest  Opportunity  of  laying  before  your  Honorable 
House,  the  proposed  Articles  of  Confederation  and  perpetual 
Union  between  the  United  States  of  America,  with  the  Letter  of 
Congress  of  the  17th  of  November  last,  recommending  them  to  the 
Consideration  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  for  their  Approval. 

"A  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
dated  the  29th  of  December,  enclosing  a  Return  of  the  two  Regi- 
ments raised  in  this  State,  Commanded  by  Colonels  Cortlandt  and 
Livingston ;  and  of  a  I^etter  from  Francis  Lightf oot  Lee,  Esquire, 
a  Member  of  Congress,  dated  the  30th  of  December  last,  also 
accompany  this  Message.  The  important  Matters  they  contain, 
will,  I  cannot  doubt,  engage  your  immediate  attention. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Poughkeepsie,  January  16,  1778. 

"  Gentlemen,  By  Direction  of  Congress,  I  am  to  lay  before  you, 
for  the  Consideration  of  the  Legislature,  their  several  Resolu- 
tions of  the  5th  and  22d  of  November,  and  of  the  3d,  4th,  and  5th 
of  December  last  (Copies  whereof  will  be  herewith  delivered  to 
you)  which,  from  their  very  great  Importance,  claim  your  earliest 
Deliberation. 

"  With  this  Message  you  will  also  receive  an  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  a  Resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  that  State,  on  the  9th  of  October 
last,  transmitted  to  me  by  the  President  of  their  Council,  whereby 

*From  the  Senate  Journal. 
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you  will  perceive  the  I;m<l;ilil<*  MnisnifH  iIh-v  arc  jmumihij;  i<M 
sinking  their  public  l>t'lils,  r;iisin}r  lln'ir  Ordit.  :iii<!  snpportiii;: 
the  War  in  future. 

"The  Loss  of  theiniportaul  F(»iIi('hs«'m  oh  HiidHim'H  Hivcr.  ren- 
ders your  Aid  for  the  Security  of  tin'  ('onmiiinniition  of  the 
River,  and  the  Passes  of  the  IHkIiIjukIs,  iii(li8p<*n»il)Iy  nonitHary. 
While  I  regret  our  Misfortuucs  iu  that  Quarter,  I  am  happy,  that 
the  total  Defeat  and  Expulsion  (»f  the  Kncmy  from  the  Northern 
Parts  of  this  State,  will  allow  yon  to  turn  a  greater  Share  of  your 

Attention  to  those  Objects. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Poughkeepsie,  January  10,  1778. 


[No.  1019.] 
Andrew  Billings  Indulges  in  Economical  i^uggrstions. 
D'r  Goviner,  By  this  you  will  see  what  a  wililgo«j«  Chase  my 
brother  and  me  have  had;  Last  Satterday  week  I  sent  a  inessenger 
to  my  brother;  before  the  messenger  arivi-d  he  came  off  for 
Poughkeepsie  and  in  the  meentime  I  set  off  for  Hartford;  we  all 
missed  of  each  other  but  yesterday  all  met  here.  Expect  my  suit 
will  come  on  this  week  if  nothing  hapene  and  next  week  to  be  at 
home.  The  Genl.  Assembly  of  this  State  are  allaramed  at  the 
amazing  sinck  of  our  paper  Corrency  and  are  puri.osiug  an  E.juil 
way  of  taxation  and  a  plan  for  Every  Inhabitan  to  I>.'nd  into  the 
treasury  a  Surtain  Sum  of  mony  and  take  notes  on  intruht;  nu-en- 
time  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  I.<.w.  r  and  State  the  price 
of  the  produce  of  the  Contery;  this  is  thought  a  very  Equitable 
and  Surtain  way  of  Establishing  the  Credit  of  our  mouy.  This 
State  are  wishing  for  our  Slate  to  fall  on  Soni  Sinady  method  of 
Like  nature.     We  had  brought  in  town  La«t  Satterday  Evening  a 
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IMMIiIm'I'   i>\    riisdllt'I'S    lalccli    ;||    Wrslrlicslcr   (Ulllilv   illlKHIj;    wliicli 

was  tin-  iioli'd  liariK's  win*  Ihhii  Tcri'vldwii.     >.'<►  iiiics  from  the 

Eastward  of  an v  (•<>iis<.'tjut*]ic(\     I  liaNc  tin-  Jloimnr  to  Im-  willi  tlie 

greatiest    Rospect    your    Exoleneycs    iiiosi  olndt    very    Humble 

Serv't 

And'w  Billings. 
Hartford  Jaiir.  14,  1778. 

To  His  Exelency  Ge'l  Clintou  Esqr. 


[No.  1020.] 
Relates  to  Tories  Captured. 

Head  Quarters  ITth  Jan'j  1778. 

Ebenezar  Brown,  formerly  an  lubabltaut  of  Rye  in  the  State 
of  N.  Y.  went  to  the  Enemy  about  twelve  months  since — was 
taken  Last  Monday  Evening  on  Board  a  Sloop  (of  which  he  was 
Master)  Bound  from  Oyster  Bay  to  N.  York — has  drove  off  a  num- 
ber of  cattle  to  the  Enemy;  says  he  Bought  nine  of  one  Fowler 
and  Lawrence,  on  the  Road  from  East  to  West  Chester,  They 
were  dri\ing  the  cattle  and  he  came  across  them  entirely  acciden- 
tal— was  in  N.  Y.  ab't  ten  Days  ago  with  a  sloop  Load  of  wood. 

William  Buckler  Inhabitant  of  Oyster  Bay  on  Long  Island  was 
taken  Monday  Evening  Last  on  Board  a  sloop  Bound  from  thence 
to  N.  York. 

Sam'l  Birdsall,  Inhabitant  of  Oyster  Bay  on  Long  Island  says 
the  Militia  there,  and  thirty  miles  to  the  Eastward  of  that  place, 
are  all  arni'd  this  three  months — that  they  are  all  obliged  to  Turn 
out  on  an  alarm  and  that  some  of  them  are  obliged  to  m't  Guard 
every  Day.  Birdfiell  was  taken  in  the  Sloop  with  two  above  men- 
tioned and  says  lie  has  a  Brother  an  officer  in  Col.  Duboys's  Regt. 

Robt.  Wilson  Inhabitant  of  Oyster  Bay  Long  Island,  was  taken 
with  the  above;  was  in  New  York  two  weeks  ago  with  a  Load  of 
wood  in  Company  with  Brown. 
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[So.  U)'2l.\ 

THE  NKW  DEFENCES  OF  Til  I ;  H  COSON. 

George  Clinton  MaJces  Requisition   Upon  Colonel  llatj  fur  Arlicl'i 

Necessary  (unl  the  Oiduanre. 

I'oiij^likiTpsic  ITlli  .lan\v  1778. 
Sir,  We  shall  waul  a   Niinihcr  (»f  Amlinrs  iVc  CabloH  to  lix  the 
Rafts  for  Bonying  the  New  Chain*  int.  iKJ.d  to  be  drawn  acroan 

♦Under  date  ot  January  14,  1778,  the  conimlllco  of  the  I'rovlncliil  ConvaaUoo  ids4« 
the  following  report: 

"Your  committee,  who  were  sent  to  ascertain  the  place  for  fixing  «  ch»ln  sod  •reel- 
ing fortifications  for  obstructing  the  navigation  of  lludHona  river.  b«n  !*»»•  to  re- 
port: That  they  have  carefully  viewed  the  ground  on  which  Fori  '  -"4 
and  its  environs,   and  find  that  the  ground  is  so  lntiTBC«;tcd   with                                   »•. 

that  the  enemy  might  approach,  without  any  annoyance  fnim  lh<    ,. '!»• 

fort,  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  walls,  unless  a  redoubt  bhould  b«  rained  to  ilcar  lb» 
hollow  next  the  fort,  which  must  bo  built  at  such  a  dlstauce  from  Uio  fort  U»»t  U 
could  not  be  supported  from  thence  In  case  of  an  assault,  so  ibal  the  •neinjr  migbt 
make  themselves  masters  of  the  redoubt  the  first  dark  night  after  thMr  imndiuK,  whicli 
would  be  a  good  work,  ready  to  their  hand  for  annoying  the  fort  a  '  'ir 

operations  against  it;  and,   together  with  the  eminences  and  brol..  .  • 

short  distance  of  the  fort,  would  render  it  impossible  for  th'^  -   ■  -'H- 

eral  assault  for  many  hours  together.    Another  objection  tha:  ••l- 

tee  was  the  want  of  earth  on  the  spot,  which  would  reduce  i  '•- 

sity  of  erecting  his  works  entirely  of  timber,  which  must  bo  broujshi  lo  l'uup»~i>  •  kUi 
iu  rafts,  and  from  thence  drawn  up  a  steep  and  dimcult  road  to  the  toj.  of  «b»  blH. 
The  rafts  cannot  be  made  till  the  water  is  warm   enough  for  men   to   \^  by 

which  it  is  probable  that  a  fort  cannot  be  erected  before  the  ship*  of  ■  •HI 

come  up  the  river.     Besides,   at  this  place,  the  chain  must  be  lui<l    ■   •  •• 

that  it  will  receive  the  whole  force  of  the  ships  coming  with  all  .  of  Ud« 

and  wind,  on  a  line  of  three  or  four  miles.    Add  to  these.  If  the  .  J  b«  •«• 

to  possess  themselves  of  the  passes  in  the  mountains  through  which  ibcy  m.rcbcd  lo 

the  attacks  of  forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  It  would  be  extremely  .I'ff-^M     !f  n-M  In. 

possible,   for  the  militia  of  the  country  to  raise  the  selge.     Upon    •  ^n 

at  and  about  West  Point,  the  committee  found  that  there  wore  »c^  •««> 

the  enemy  might  land  and  proceed  immediately  to  sonic  high  grou  w 

mand  a  fort  erected  at  West  Point,   at  the  distance  of  six  or  .-  _:»^ 

from  which  they  might  carry  on  their  approaches  through  a  light  »._  .  •-«» 

it  would  be  impossible  tor  the  fort  to  stand  a  long  selge.    But  lo  b«l«nc«  th..  4im«- 

vantage  in  this  place,  there  is  plenty  of  earth.   The  timber  may  be  br^r.rM  »->  «h'  •!->» 

by  good   roads  from   the   high  grounds  at   the  distance  of  one  t- 

hundred  feet  less  of  chain  will  be  requisite  at  this  place  than  at  l 

be   laid  across  in  a   place   where  vessels  going  up  the   Hvor  ra.. 

headway.    Water  batteries  may  be  built  on  both  sides  of  the  rn 

chain   and   annoying  the  ships  coming  up   the  river,   which   will  . 

maTded  from  t/e  walls  of  the  fort.     There  are  so  many  P—  «-- ;^-;  --^r: 

to  this  place,   that  it  will  be  almost  Impossible  for  the  cn.n.y   '■•  rr.  rr  ,,   the  «,M,, 

from  coming  to  the  relief  of  the  garrison.     From  these  coi 

are  led  to  conclude  that  the  most  proper  place  to  obatr.iot   • 

is  at  West  Point;  but  are  at  the  same  time  fully  convi  '^^ 

banks  of  the  river  can  effectually  secure  the  country.  ^^^^^ 

^^noict^  nt  at  least  two  thousand  eft'ective  men,  be  conBii..^. ...  .- ^  

Xitfthe  nIviSon  of  the  river  Is  practicable,  to  obstruct  tbo  cnenr  ia  Ib^ir  .ppr^b 

by  land.  "Jno.  " 

"Honr;. 
"John    iiaunMu. 

•Zcph*.  rialt." 
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the  Kivcr  in  the  llighland;  I  shoiid  be  glad  to  know,  therefore, 
immediately  how  many  of  these  you  can  provide  me  with  from 
30ur  Department  with  their  Size  &  Weight  nearly.  We  have  the 
Promise  of  a  Number  of  Cannon  from  the  Salisbury  Furnace,  but 
as  they  are  yet  to  be  made,  it  will  by  no  means  be  prudent  to  rely 
intirely  ou  them;  many  unforeseen  Accidents  may  prevent  their 
Completion  in  Season. 

It  is  my  earnest  Desire,  therefore,  to  have  those  left  at  Ticon- 
deroga  &  Mount  Independence  immediately  brought  down  to 
Albany  and  that  you  will  take  the  most  effectual  &  expeditious 
Measures  for  doing  this.  We  shall  want  Timber  for  stocking 
them  &  for  Carriages  which  must  be  provided  without  Delay — 
well  Seasoned  Oak  is  best.  The  Guns  must  determine  the  Size 
of  the  Timber.  I  can  eend  you  a  Person  who  understands  the 
Business  perfectly,  if  you  have  not  any  with  you  that  do.  The 
Iron  Trucks  for  Carriages  &  every  other  Article  of  Value  left  by 
the  Enemy  at  those  Posts  ought  also  to  be  brought  down.  The 
Trucks  are  much  wanted  as  almost  all  those  at  Fort  Montgomery 
were  losst. 

You  will  also  please  to  inform  what  tools  of  every  kind  can  be 
conveniently  spared  from  your  Department.  I  am  your  Most 
Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

When  you  send  for  the  Cannon,  a  Person  of  Judgment  shoud 
go  along  to  save  the  Expence  of  Transporting  any  but  such  as 
will  be  fit  for  use.  The  Heaviest  Cannon  must  come  forward  first. 
Colo.  Hay,  D.  Q.  Genl. 
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[No.  1022-1023.1 

ULSTER  COUNTY  LEAD  MINES. 

Report  of  John   McDonald  the  Expert — DiffK^uUicH,  Damjera  nn'l 

Uncertainties  of  Working  M'ntrs  in  Those  Itays. 

Khynehcck  ITtlj  .Tan'y  1778. 
Sir,  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  John  McDonald,  is  the  jxTBon  who 
has  been  Employed  by  the  Convention  of  thiH  State;  and  since  by 
Mr.  Cantine  and  Self  as  Commissioners  for  Discovering  I-oad 
Mines,  in  the  Course  of  which  from  the  Character  (Jivj-n  him  and 
from  Experience  of  his  Honesty  &  Industry;  would  bejj  I^^-ave  to 
Recomend  him  to  you  Exelency  as  a  person  I  think  more  Capable 
than  any  other  your  Exelency  Can  at  pri'sent  Meet  with;  for  the 
Discovery  &  working  of  mines.  Mr.  Cantine  &  Self  han  Made  ao 
agreement  with  him,  a  memorandoin  of  wliich  he  has.  We  think 
should  your  Exelency  think  proper  to  Continew  to  work  the  Roch- 
ester Mine  it  would  be  prudent  for  him  to  Complcat  the  Work  he 
Contracted  for,  before  your  Exelency  should  Come  to  any  farther 
agrement  with  him;  on  that  head,  as  he  assured  us  no  p<T»on 
Could  be  Capable  of  Judging  what  that  mine  would  prodtice  with- 
out a  Tryal  of  that  Sort  first  made;  he  Tells  me  he  hnH  found 
very  great  Dificulty  to  procure  provissions  in  that  part  of  the 
Country  for  his  family  even  for  Cash,  &  Desiretl  I  would  Mention 
that,  in  Case  your  Exelency  should  think  proper  to  employ  him 
in  that  part  of  the  Country,  that  some  provission  might  he  made 
to  put  him  to  Less  Dificnlty  \'  Spend  Less  Time  in  proi-uring 
the  Necessaries  of  Life.     I    am    your    Exelencies    Most    Obed't 

Hum'e  Serv't 

Jon.  IjiwH'nce. 

P.  S.  Mr.  MacDanold  will  Oive  your  Kxeh'ncy  all  the  Informa- 
tion Respecting  the  Discoveries  he  has  made  in  the  Different 
places  he  has  been  employed  at. 
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To  His  Exelency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  General  of  the 
Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Poughkcepsie. 

McDonald's  Statement. 

[January  1778.] 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor,  General,  and  Commander  In  Chief 
of  all  the  Militia,  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

In  Consequence  of  an  Order  sent  by  Mr.  Cantine  one  of  the  Committee  for  Exploring 
Mines  within  the  said  State  in  which  he  was  very  expllcite  toward  Soliciting  that  I 
Should  Repair  with  all  possible  expedition  to  the  Council  of  Safety  and  there  with 
Special  care  to  make  &  Represent  unto  Your  Excellency  a  Report  Concerning  all  the 
Proceedings  &  Appearances  of  the  Lead  Mine  of  the  Township  of  Rochester,  Ulster 
County  since  my  Commencement  thereat,  therefore  by  his  Solicitation  shall  Express  the 
Chief  part  of  the  Particulars  of  my  proceeding  therein  hitherto  which  hereafter  Ex- 
pressed In  the  Manner  Following— By  a  resolution  past  warrantable  from  the  Majority 
of  the  Honourable  Board  of  Convention  at  Kingston  on  the  2nd  April  1777,  Requesting 
me  to  Proceed  to  the  said  mine  and  there,  to  take  proper  Inspection  of  the  Situation 
&  appearance  thereof  with,  returning  a  faithful  Report  of  the  Principal  &  only  Com- 
pleat  method  of  working  the  same  which  I  discribed  Carefully,  agreeable  to  the  mining 
Regulation  &  suitable  to  the  Bounds  wherein  the  Several  Discoveries  made  by  an  Order 
of  the  Committee  Andries  De  Witt  Esqr.  Conducted  me  to  a  Large  Mountain  Lying 
Northeast  &  Southwest,  there  I  found  said  mine  the  Vein  of  ore  in  which  appear  Ly- 
ing from  the  West  to  the  East  in  a  ;Ledge  of  Milnston  mixd  with  white  flint  & 
Sulpher,  where  a  Company  of  Adventurer  hath  upwards  of  Fourthty  Y'ears  Ago  sunk 
two  pits  with  a  trial  of  40  feet  in  Length,  in  the  form  of  a  Level,  but  Rising  Gradually 
under  Ground  from  the  Latter  Pit  &  inclining  up  the  mountain;  all  in  quest  of 
Lead;  the  former  Pit  is  sunk  about  30  feet  in  Depth  wherein  is  Reported  the  main 
satisfying  prospect  hath  been  Explor'd  and  that  the  increasing  of  the  Water  therein, 
Render'd  it  impracticable  to  Work,  -which  Occasion'd  the  said  Company  giving  up 
prosecuting  further  into  sinking  the  Pit;  the  Depth  of  the  Second  pit  is  uncertain  to 
acknowledge  to  any  Certainty  by  the  Minery  of  the  Present  age,  but  is  said  with  assur- 
ance to  have  seen  good  and  sufficient  quantity  of  ore  taken  out  from  it.  The  Dis- 
agreeable missfortunes  of  the  water  Containing  in  Both  the  Pits  has  brought  the  Ad- 
venturers to  go  on  with  a  Level  from  the  falling  of  the  mountain,  Directing  the  same 
under  Cover  upon  the  Trac  of  the  Vein  Inclining  to  the  Pit. 

On  Purpose  to  make  a  form  of  Communication  Between  the  Level  and  the  Pits  to 
Prevent  all  Obstruction  of  water  so  as  to  enable  the  work  to  be  Continued,  which 
Level  is  Driven  about  120  feet  in  Length  Including  from  the  Entry  to  so  far  as  it  hath 
already  been  Driven  and  by  driving  said  level  to  about  44  feet  further  from  the  present 
State,  thereof  would  answer  the  Intended  purpose  of  being  nearly  so  farr  as  to  be  Per- 
pendicular to  whereon  the  said  30  feet  Pit  is  Sunk  and  by  finishing  the  said  pit  to  about 
14  feet  further  from  its  Present  SUUe  would,  by  all  possibility  enter  near  or  into  the 
End.  On  Conclusion  of  the  working  said  44  feet  the  addition  required  to  the  present 
Length  of  the  Level,  so  as  to  make  a  passage.  Both  addition  required  is  in  all  58  feet 
before  the  Performing  a  Communication  in  said  mine  and  Perhaps  in  said  Demention 
will  find  80  much  ore  as  to  Defray  part  of  the  EJxpences  Laid  out  for  Driving  the 
same.  The  ore  seems  to  me  will  Lye  In  Body's  in  Different  shapes.  Lying  some  dis- 
tant without  the  Continuation  of  a  regular  Vein.  The  Level  has  been  impassable  ow- 
ing to  its  falling  together  by  the  former  Diffident  Pillars  of  Timber  &  Coverwood, 
placed  Irregular  for  the  Sufficient  support  of  upholding  such  prtrarious  piece  of  work 
through  Wood,  Water,  sand  &  Clay;  and  therefore  both  the  level  &  pits  stood  in  need 
of  Clearing  &  Repairing  before  any  thing  could  be  done  by  putlng  In  Execution,  Blow- 
ing the  Rocks  in  several  pliices  which  was  absolutely  Requisite,  in  order  to  open  the 
Vein  or  Veins,  on  purpose  to  be  the  more  experienced;  to  Judge  further  whether  ad- 
vantageous or  not  to  nny  Adventurers  to  prosecute  into  making  the  Communication 
above  mentioned.  I  am  and  has  been  informed  by  Men  of  Distinction,  relative  to  the 
giving  up  Working  said  trials  of  making  the  Passage  being  owing  to  their  not  having 
the  satisfying  return  of  the  Large  Quantity  of  Leaden  Ore  sent  Over  to  Old  England. 
This  report  I  think  Is  perfect  true  and  as  accurate  as  can  be  without  the  use  of  Matha- 
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matlcal   Instruments.     The  HonouniMn   IiomdH  npprobntlon  ther«K)ii  ..f  i 

1777  was  that  I  should  proreod  on  Ropiilrlng  &  Clonring  tho  I^ivrl  A   thf  •  \ 

to  let  the  Latter  Pit  remain  till  further  CoiisldcrBllon.    And.  thcrrfurr,   r, 

to  the  Command  have  taken  special  caro  with  all  posHlblo  DIIIkcdcc  In  t  ;■ 

pairing  the  same  in   the   Best  &   Noatost  manner  that   Art*  of  nilncry   ' 

which  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  those  who  wore  appointed  to  T«k'  t 

Same  I  have  sunk  &  framed  a  now  pit  within  21  ft'Ol  to  the  for^-nd  kT  .t 

better  success  of  procuring  fresh  Air,   In  Case  of  HrlvliiK  from  U»  i 

Pit  named  No.  1,  the  first  sunk  by  the  former  Advonturcrn  muni  nnv 

the  second  sunk  By  said  Adventurers  must  now  bo  culled  No.  3.   l.\  i- 

of  the  mine  mountain  as  Your  Excelency  may  find  by  looklnK  i  'iierwot.    Th* 

proceedings  of  the  mine  from  18th  April  settled  on  2oth  Sop'r  ih  .', 

An  Extract  of  the  Contents  of  an  Agreement  mndo  on  asth  of  i5l:^l.  1777,  Ur  M»«»p» 
Camtine  &  Lawerance  with  me  In  Order  to  make  somo  further  Kipi-rliiipnt  nt  ilm  mine 
by  finishing  the  different  small  trials  In  the  Several  places  as  ExproMcd  at  l.4irKo  lo 
the  manner  underneath. 

1st.  To  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Fit  No.  2,  to  sink  12  feet,  Bxtcndlng  the  aaniQ  <  (mI 
in  Length  &  3  feet  in  Breadth. 

2nd.  In  the  under  Mining  Level  from  the  Pit  No.  1  towards  so  farr  aa  the  laval  bAth 
been  Driven  to  sink  18  Inches  &  Raising  Into  the  Ruff  thereof  18  Incbna  Ext«a4lac  tb* 
same  12  feet  in  Length  &  3  feet  In  Breadth. 

Sd.  Driving  the  Level  from  its  present  State  2  feet  further  In  L«Dgth.  6  Feet  lo 
height  anid  keeping  the  passage  thereof  3  feet  In  Breadth. 

January  17th  1778.)  Have  Performed  the  trials  of  finking  A  R.i'-"""  ''  •■■  "-  '"« 
No.   1   &   Discovered   therein   a   Barren   Vein.   In   which   frnind   but   I.  1 

have  nearly  performed  the  trial  of  driving  the  Level   In   which  thl'>  i 

alteration  of  the  Rocks  &  a  Bed  of   fine  Clay  appeared,   and   till  such  < 

further  therein  the  Best  experienced  miner  Cannot  from  hla  skill  ft   kn-  1 

in  minery,   give  any  satisfying  information  without  accompllHhIng  f 
the  Entrance  of  the  Pit  No.   2,    have  Explor'd  a  Vein   formerly    In  i 

Lump  of  fine  ore;  of  its  quantity  is  about  four  Inches  Dlanr  •   - 
sunk  so   far  as   yet  and   when   thereat  will   be   more   able  to    ! 

thereof;  the  Clearing  of  the  Pit  No.  3.  and  making  the  form  >•'  '  ■" 

on  Trying  further  Experiment  in'  Several  places  on  purpose  of  JindinK  any  ViawbU 
Prospect  for  the  better  Encouragement  of  going  on  Courageously  with  miV'rR  »be 
said   Communication.    These    aforesaid    Instructions    Is   all    the   Satl»fyln^-  ■> 

Oan  be  given  by  Inspectors  of  mines,  providing  honest  &  Capable  of  Coi  1 

mines  in  its  full  Branches,   as  for  my  Part.   I'll  proceed  no  furth-  :    '  1 

which  is  Concluded  after  this  is  most  humbly  Submitted  to  Your   i:  •• 

Consideration  By  Your  Excelency 's  most  Obedient  and  Most  humM 

John   McDooald,  Miner 


[No.  1024.] 
Governor  Clintmi  Rcfiifos  to  Pardon  a  Culprit  mul  dirrn  limnunn. 

(Joslu-n  .l;mu\v  ir.lli  177s.* 
May  it  Please  Your  Exrollonev.  The  Trailer  i.s  a  wifi*  ..f  (>nc 
Thomas  Delemcr,  One  of  llu-  Unforlciiant  K.-tclH-s  n..w  Tntler 
Sentance  of  Death  in  this  place  for  a  Iliirplary,  ht-  is  and  Inlire 
Stranger;  it  appears  tli:il  If  Drsntr.l  S<. me  Years  ajjo  In  IrHand 
and  Came  to  Phili.lrlpliia  wli.iv  lu'  Liv..!  mimI  Ft.llnxxod  his  Trad.-, 
till  theP.riUisli  To..k  I'osscssinii  nf  lli;ii  phi.-r;  dial  lli.-y  (hen 
oblidged  him  I..  .l.mH'  liis  K.-.l.mi.Mil .  iiml  u  h-n  (be  Kncm.v  wan  at 

*The  date  of  this  letter  and  the  accompanying  answer  of  GeorKO  CllnUu-.  ar«  aoom- 
alous  and  are  allowed  to  stand  as  written  orlginally.-STATE  Histobiah. 
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Hackensack  he  Desertd,  and  was  on  his  way  to  Philidelphia  when 

he  Ck)mmitted  the  Burglary;  what  his  former  Carrector  was  I 

know  not,  but  what  he  now  has  Committed  Seames  to  me  but 

Trififelling  to  Take  the  Life  of  a  Man,  but  I  know  Your  Excellency 

will  do  what  is  Jest  and  Eight,     from  Your  Excellency  most 

Obediant  Humble  Servent 

Isaac  Nicoll. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


Poughkeepsie  Jan'y  19th  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  rec'd  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Inst.  Enclosed  you  have 
a  Reprieve  for  Amy  Auger  for  two  months  by  which  Time  the 
Pleasure  of  the  Legislature  will  be  known  on  the  Subject.  TVTiat- 
ever  may  be  the  former  Character  of  Thos.  Delemer,  I  cannot, 
considering  the  many  Robberies  committed  in  this  State,  think  it 
consistent  with  my  Duty  to  the  Safety  of  the  People  to  pardon 
him;  especially  as  the  Judges  have  not  recommended  him  as  an 
object  of  mercy;  without  which  I  have  hitherto  made  it  the  Rule 
of  my  Conduct  not  to  grant  a  Pardon,  unless  some  extenuating 
Circumstances,  should  appear  which  were  not  known  to  the 
Judges.  I  have  received  Petitions  signed  by  a  Number  of  respect- 
able Inhabitants  of  Goshen  in  favour  of  DeLamar  &  one  Ryan 
also  under  Sentence  of  Death;  Was  I  at  Liberty  to  pursue  my 
own  Feelings  on  these  Occassions  they  woud  incline  me  to  Pardon 
these  Unhappy  Culprits  but  as  a  Servant  to  the  public  they  ought 
not  to  Influence  my  Conduct.  The  safety  of  the  Community  re- 
quires, that  the  Law  should  take  its  Course  &  be  vigorously  exe- 
cuted at  least  untill  the  Crimes  for  which  the  Offenders  are  con- 
victed become  less  frequent  which  is  only  to  be  expected  by 
severe  &  exemplary  Punishments:  Should  I  pardon  Offenders  who 
their  Country  have  convicted  on  the  fullest  Evidence  Sufferers 
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in  future  may  with  propriety  iinputc  (li<'ir  luisfurhiiu'H  to  tho 

Conduct  of  Gov't. 

Youl  please  to  communicate  the  Substance  of  this  Ix'tter  to  the 

Gent,  who  have  signed  the  Petition.    Yrs. 

(leo.  Clinton. 
Isaac  Nicoll  Esqr. 

P.  S.  from  such  matters  as  have  yet  been  hiid  before  me  hob- 
son  &  Kyan  appear  to  be  the  most  proper  Objects  of  Merey,  if 
any  ought  to  be  spared. 


[No.  1025.] 
Jacob  Windee  Modestly  Lays  Claim  to  a  LieutenanVs  Commission. 

Schenectaday  20th  Jan'v  1778. 
Gentlemen,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you^  for  a  perusal  Of  the 
following  irregular  lines,  which  I  am  driven  To,  as  being  not 
justified,  by  seeing  Mr.  Colbreath,  Bear  a  Lieutenant's  conimia- 
sion,  who  (if  any  Kespect  is  paid  to  the  state  rank  roll,)  had  not 
So  great  right  to  it,  as  myself,  I  must  yet  serve  as  An  Ensign,  a 
birth  I  much  essteem^  &  which  I  have  Served  in,  since  ray  appoint- 
ment, &  which  at  that  Time  it  seems  I  was  judged  capable  of 
serving  In,  By  the  gentlemen  who  recommended  me,  and  By  this 
time  I  think  myself  fit  of  serving  as  A  Lieutenant  as  well  aa  the 
above  named  Gentleman  a  birth  that  was  my  due  before.  Hut  I 
mak  no  doubt  but  justice  will  be  shewn.  There  need  no  regard 
paid  to  what  I  have  said  of  Myself  because  the  old  saying  is,  self 
praise  is  No  commendation,  But  I  refer  you  to  the  bearer  Uereof, 
formerly  Major  to  the  Regiment  I  serve  in.     I  am  Gentlemen 

Your  most  Obedient  &  most  Humble  serv't, 

Jacob  Windet\ 

N.  B.     I  mus  observe  to  you  that  my  Inexperience  and  my  n»»t 

being  a  Lawer  pleads  excuse  for  my  Irregular  siiK-  in  which  I 

addressed  myself  to  you. 

To  the  Governour  &  Assemble. 
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[No.  1()2(;.] 
In  Aid  of  the  Distressed  Families  of  Those  Who   Were  Killed  or 
Captured  at  Fort  Montgomery. 
In  Committe  for  the  County  of  Ulster 

held  at  New  Paltz  20th  January  1778. 
Sir,  Enclosed  we  Transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  Coiiy  of  a 
letter  Sent  by  the  late  Committe  of  this  County  to  the  late 
Council  of  Safety  to  wliich  they  received  no  Answer,  and  by 
which  your  Excellency  will  understand  that  the  Committe  had 
Ventured,  to  Desire  Such  Destrict  Committees  in  this  County 
as  had  any  of  the  distressed  Faiuelies  of  Such  Persons  as  were 
Either  killed  or  Taken  Prisoners  at  Fort  Mont  Gomery,  to  Sup- 
ply them  with  the  Common  necessaries  of  Life,  and  that  this 
Committe  would  be  Accountable  to  Such  Destrlcts  and  Pay 
their  Disbursements  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  County— Trust- 
ing that  the  Councel  would  take  the  matter  into  Consideration, 
and  make  Provision  for  Such  Families  and  at  the  Same  Time 
Reimburse  to  the  County  the  monies  Paid  for  the  Purposes 
aforesaid — and  as  no  Pi-ovision  was  made  by  the  Said  (Council 
(that  we  know  otj  and  as  we  have  gone  into  Considerable  Ex- 
pence  out  of  the  Trcasaiy  of  this  County  for  the  Support  of 
Such  Famelies,  we  take  this  method  to  lay  the  Case  before  your 
Excellency  and  doubt  not,  but  your  Excellency  will  favourably 
be  pleased  to  Take  the  matter  into  Consideration  and  lay  the 
Same  before  your  Honorable  Council,  and  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Kejtresentatives  with  Such  advise  Concerning  the 
Same  as  in  your  Wisdom  and  Prudence  you  Shall  .Judge  neces- 
sary. I  am  Sir  with  all  due  Kespect  youi  Excellency's  most 
Obedt  ^:  iiiosi  hunib'e  Servant. 

By  order  of  the  Committe. 

Thos.  I'aliiier.  Chairman. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


r(iiu-i<;  I'ai'kus  ok  (ii:iiit(;K  ('i.ivi'.i.s. 
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[No.  1027.] 
A  Report  from  Colonel  Gatisevoorl. 
A  Return  of  Clothing  wanting  to  Comidcat  the  Third  Battalioo 
of  New  York  Forces,  Fort  Sc^hnvlcr  L"J(I  .]:iu'\  177H. 


COMPANIES. 


Capt.  Van  BunchoteTi 
Capt    DeWitt 
Capt.  Jansen 
Capt.  Swartwontlt 
Capt    Aorson 
(/'apt.  Gregg 
Capt.  BleecKer 
Capt.  Tiebout 
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Peter  Gausevoort,  Col( 


[No.  1028.] 

The  Governor  Asks  the  Leyislature  for  Five  Thousand  I'uundtt  fur 

the  Defences  of  the  Hudson. 

*Gentleinen,  By  a  Lt'Ucr  Iroiii  <"<il.  iiu-li  Ihi^'ht-H,  Deputy 
Quarter-Master-Genera),  (a  Copy  of  wliii  li  will  Ik-  tl«*livfriHl  to 
you  with  this  Message)  yon  will  ol.s.'ivc.  iliai  from  the  Want 
of  Money  in  this  Departuieiil,  I  lie  Works  fur  the  Hceurin;;  nf 
Hudson's  River  will  bo  greaily  i<i;ii<l((l.  imli>s  lie  ran  he  »up 
plied  by  this  State  with  Ihe  small  L.iaii  l herein  mentioned. 

As  the  least  Delay  in  iln'  rrosecniitm  nf  tiiis  important  Bu»l 
ness  may  be  attended  with  the  nw.si  fatal  ConseqiieneeH  to  the 
Public  in  general,  and  to  this  State  nw.re  partieularly.  I  munt 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  Le-islainir,  the  granting  the  de- 
sired Loan,  if  the  State  of  Hi.'  Ti.asniy  is  such  a«  to  admit 
of  it. 


(:,.,.    ( 'lit, 1. .11 


Poughkeepsie,  January  22,  177s. 


•From  Journals  of  the  Loglslature. 
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Pouglikeepsie  22n(l  Jan'y  1778. 
Sir, 

I  find  it  impracticable  to  engage  the  Sterling  Iron-works  for 

the  public  Service,  unless  Arrearages  are  discharg'd,  which  it 

is  not  in  my  Power  to  do,  as  the  oflice  is  entirely  out  of  Cash. 

If  the  Legislature  of  this  State  would  advance  about  io,000  I 

think  there  will  be  little  or  no  Diflkulty  in  getting  all  the  Iron 

that  is  necessary  for  the  Obstruction  of  the  River,  providing 

the  Department  is  furnish'd  with  Cash  to  pay  for  what  shall 

be  deliver'd.    But  without  this  small  Loan,  the  Business  of  the 

Chain  for  the  Security  of  the  River,  must  be  retarded.    I  am, 

with  great  Respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

Hugh  Hughes  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  This  Sum  shall  be  punctually  repaid  out  of  the  first  pub- 
lick  Monies  re'd. 

H.  H. 


[No.  1029.] 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Birdsall  Asks  for  Justice. 

New  York  January  23  1778. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton, 

Sir,  By  his  Excellency's  Permission  and  Direction  (Major  Gen- 
eral Putnam)  Under  the  Sanction  of  a  Flag  of  Truce,  to  Cross 
the  Sound  to  Long  Island  and  to  take  two  Families  in  Exchange 
and  Five  Other  Families  as  the  Committee  of  West  Chester 
County  Should  order,  and  Bring  back  the  other  two  Families, 
Which  Agreement  Was  Agreed  on  By  the  Generals  Putnam  and 
Jones,  and  Also  to  bring  back  my  three  Children,  Which  Was 
Agreed  on  By  M.  G.  Pigot,  in  Ajiril  La.st,  ^^■llich  was  the  Sub- 
stance and  Errand  of  my  Flag,  if  1  Mistake  not;  But  I  hope 
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IN'I'ON'. 


the  Commissary  General  Will  in  tiiis  L.n.r  Ih.Ioko  a  ropy  of 
my  Flag,  With  a  Copy,  1  h.iv  S.-inl,  N\lii<li  I   Kxi^ct  Ih  (Jono 
to  General  Silleman,  Exphiining  the  Cause  for  Wiiicli  I  am  I>e 
tained,  I  am  Satisfied,  Sir,  llial   I  only  I'lirsii.d  llic  I.inc  of  my 
Duty.     But  however.  Let  tliiit   hi'  as  ii    will,   I   am   I'liliappily 
here  a  prisoner  in  Retaliation,  and    Must    Remain    Fntill    one 
David  Rice,  the  Master  of  Sir  llcniv  Clinton's  SchooniT  Im  K«'t 
at  Liberty  and  Returned  in  Safety  lo  this  jilacc     (M-niTal  Sill**- 
man  is  knowing  to  or  had  the  Conducting  of  the  Matter.     Hir, 
I  Should  be  happy  to  be  Relieved  an<l  Must  Wait  Your  Kx»el 
lency's  Pleasure  and  Shall  hope  no  Time  Will  be  Delayed.     I 
am  With  Respect  and  Remain  Your  Obedient  humble  Servant, 
Benjamin  Birdsall,  Lieutenant  Colonel  &<a. 


[No.  1030.] 
Four  Hundred  New  York  Militia  Called  Out  to   Riixdfztou*  at 

Albany. 

In  Congress  Jan'y  121  1778. 
Resolved  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  New  York  fortliwiih  to  (all  out  four  hun 
dred  Militia  of  that  State  under  the  Coimnaml  of  an  a.tivp  vigi- 
lant oflScer  to  serve  for  the  space  of  four  months  under  the 
Command  of  the  Olhcer  commanding  in  the  Northern  Hejiart 
ment.    The  said  Militia  when  raised  to  repair  to  .\lbany. 

Charles  Thomson  Sec. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  Copy  original  ul,.  i.  ..f  ni.-.l  iu 
the  War  Office. 

Joseph  Nourse  1>.  S. 
War  Office  ye  24  Jan'y  1778. 
44 
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[No.  loai.] 
Progress  of  the  Works  at  West  Point. 

Head  Quarters  Highlands  24th  Jan'y  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  I  am  fav'd  with  yours  of  the  20th  enclosing  the  Re- 
port of  the  Joint  Committee*  of  Both  houses  of  Legislature  of 
this  state.  I  am  verry  Happy  to  find  their  Keadiness  to  afford 
every  assistance  in  their  Power,  to  effect  the  Obstruction  of  the 
Kiver.  The  number  of  Troops  which  they  think  necessary  for 
the  Security  of  the  Highlands,  I  believe  will  be  fully  sufficient. 
The  Resolution  of  Congress  Refer'd  to  in  their  Report,  I  have 

♦  •The  Committee,  from  the  joint  Committees  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  appointed 
by  the  respective  Resolutions  of  the  several  Houses,  on  that  Part  of  the  Message  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  which  respects  the  Loss  of  the  important  Fortresses  on 
Hudson  n  River,  and  the  Aids  of  the  Legislature  thereby  rendered  necessary  for  se- 
curing the  Communication  of  the  River,  and  the  Passes  in  the  Highlands,  beg  Leave 
to  report  the  following  Result  of  the  said  joint  Committee,  viz. 

First.  That  by  certain  Resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  oth  of  November  last,  it  is 
among  other  Things  resolved.  That  the  Governor  and  Council  of  this  State,  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  a  Committee  of  three  active  judicious  Persons  to  assist  General 
Gates,  in  obtaining  such  Artificers  and  Materials  for  accoraplishiug  the  Security  of  the 
said  Communication  and  Passes,  as  he  should  direct,  and  to  apply  to  the  several 
States  on  the  East  Side  of  Diluuarc  River,  for  their  Assistance  in  Artificers  and  Ma- 
terials for  the  Purpose  aforesaid;  And  the  said  States  are  thereby  required  to  furnish 
such  a  Number  of  Men  as  General  Gates  should  require,  to  accomplish  the  important 
and  salutary  Purpose  of  maintaining  the  Communication  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern   States,   by  keeping  Possession  of  the  North-River. 

Secondly.  That  tho'  the  Assistance  required  by  the  said  Resolution  refers  personally 
to  General  Gates;  yet  as  the  Reason  for  requiring  the  same,  still  subsists;  the  said 
joint  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Legislature  of  this  State  ought,  without  Delay, 
to  render  the  same  to  General  Putnam,  or  such  other  Officer,  as  may  from  Time  to 
Time  have  the  Superintendence  and  Direction  of  the  Works  on  Hudson  s-Riwer;  and 
to  that  End,  that  they  immediately  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  Purpose,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  said  Resolutions. 

Thirdly.  That  every  possible  Exertion  ought  to  be  made  to  finish  the  Water  Obstruc- 
tions of  the  said  River,  and  to  cover  them  with  proper  Works. 

Fourthly.  That,  considering  the  little  Time  left  for  perfecting  the  necessary  Works, 
and  the  Probability  that  the  Campaign  will  be  opened  by  the  Enemy,  in  an  early 
Attempt  to  possess  themselves  of  the  River  and  Passes  in  the  Highlands,  the  necessary 
Steps  should  be  immediately  taken,  not  only  to  cover  the  said  Works  while  under 
Construction,  but  also  for  their  speedy  Relief  In  Case  of  an  Attack. 

Fifthly.  That  therefore  in  the  Opinion  of  the  said  joint  Committee,  this  important 
End  cannot  be  fully  attained,  with  less  than  a  Corps  of  5000  light  armed  Troops,  so 
p*isted  in  the  Highlands,  as  not  only  to  answer  the  above  Purposes,  but  also  to  furnish 
the  necessary  Garrisons  at  the  different  Fortifications. 

Sixthly.  That  in  the  Opinion  of  the  said  Committee,  the  Cheveaux  de  Frlze  In  the 
River,  ought  without  Delay,  to  be  completed  in  their  Workmanship,  so  as  lo  be  la  a 
Condition  for  sinking,  as  soon  as  the  Ice  will  permit,  and  that  no  Time  should  be 
lost  In  finishing  the  Works  necessary  to  cover  them. 

Seventhly.  That  for  those  Works,  as  well  as  for  the  Fortifications  In  the  Highlands, 
a  sufficient  Number  of  heavy  Cannon  with  their  necessary  Apparatus,  should  be  im- 
mediately provided,  and  such  of  them  as  must  be  conveyed  by  Land  Carriage  to  the 
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never  been  fiirnish'd  wilh,  nor  |,av<.  1  .  ^,.,  s.  .„  ,,.  ..i.iv  vvi..n 
Your  Excellency  shew  il  me  a(  ruii-l,kcc,,sir;  ai„l  Wu-nfun-, 
did  not  think  myself  aiitlKK-iscd  jo  call  on  any  si;.i.-  f,,r  their 
assistance. 

But  as  the  Legislature  of  this  stale  have  aiilhoiis.-.l  an<l  .].•• 
sired  me  to  call  on  them  lor  ilicir  aid.  I  ihink  ii  niv  Ihitv  lo 
acquaint  them,  that  it  will  be  necessary  (to  carry  on  tlu-  workn 
with  Expedition)  to  have  at  least  forty  };ood  T.-ains  Htationd 
at  West  Point,  with  Forage  SutTicienl  for  their  JSubBisteiice.     1 

difterent  Posts,  drawn  to  their  respective  Vicinities,  while  Iho  Snow  afford*  Hleddlos; 
among  these,  the  joint  Committee  recommend  the  Uho  of  ihoHc  which  were  reukro  to 
the  Northward,  which  may,  as  they  arc  Informed,  bu  rendered  fit  for  Service,  bf 
Stocking. 

Eighthly.  That  besides  heavy  Cannon,  which  ought  to  be  directed  to  the  Klver,  u>4  a 
sufBcient  Number  of  Howitz,  which  are  excellent  for  Annoyance  of  Shipping,  the  Laad 
Defences  of  the  Fortifications,  ought  to  be  supplied  wilh  lighter  Cannou.  to  co»er  the 
Curtains  of  the  Works,  which  are  naturally  the  weakest  ParU  of  all  Forlincktlone. 

Ninthly.  That  besides  these,  a  proper  Train  of  Artillery  should  be  provided,  u  well 
for  more  securely  occupying  and  commanding  the  Passes  In  the  IIIghlaod«.  m»  for 
checking  a  Column,  and  preventing  dangerous  Lodgments  of  the  Knoiuy. 

Tenthly.  That  it  a  Chain  or  Boom,  is  to  make  a  Part  of  the  Water  Obmructloaa,  aJI 
the  Iron  Works  in  the  Country,  which  have  proper  Metal  and  Convcal«iM.'e«  for  Ibe 
Purpose,  should  be  immediately  employed  at  making  dilTcrent  Parts  of  It;  and  that  all 
the  necessary  Cables,  Cordage  and  Anchors,  ought  to  bo  collected   without  Delay. 

Eleventhly.  That  as  many  of  the  Gondolas  and  Gunboats.  neceHsary  for  Klver  IW. 
as  possible,  ought  to  be  built  at  or  near  Albany,  to  prevcal  their  DeairucUon  by  Sur- 
prise. 

Twdvlhly.  That  Magazines  of  Provisions,  should  bo  imuiodiatuly  Inid  up  at  dlR«r«nl 
Places  not  much  exposed  to  the  Enemy,  and  sulllcienfly  near  to  the  Portltlcatlons  and 
other  Posts  in  the  Highlands,  for  supplying  oW)  Men,  for  Six  Months. 

Thirtcenthly.  That  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  conatruct  Fortlflc&tlona  capable  of 
elTectually  sustaining  a  Seige,  and  as  a  small  Army  is  In  that  Point  of  Virw.  at>aolulel) 
necessary  to  attain  the  salutary  Ends  of  Congress,  the  Aid  of  Men  pointed  out  by  their 
Resolutions,   ought  to  be  asked  for,   immediately. 

Fourteenthly.  That  if  the  two  Houses  of  Legislature  should  concur  with  the  aald  joint 
Committee,  it  would  be  adviseable  forthwith  to  furnish  General  Putnam  or  iiu<-h  olh««r 
Officer  as  may  superintend  and  direct  the  Works,  with  u  Copy  hfreof.  and  of  the 
said  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  November  last,  and  request  bini  to  make  aa 
immediate  Demand,  in  writing,  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  or  the  Coniuitt**  to 
be  appointed  by  them  for  the  Purpose,  of  such  Aids  both  In  Artinccm  and  Materlala 
for  carrying  the  said  Resolutions  into  Execution,  as  he  may  Judge  no<-eii*ary.'* 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  with  the  Joint  Coninilttoo  i\','  ■  •  -r  (he  re- 
spective Resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  on  that  Part  <■:  .  «  of  hia 
Excellency  the  Governor,  which  respects  the  Ix)8b  of  the  Imp":  ■*■•*•»  od 
Uudson' s-Rivcr,  and  the  Aids  of  this  State,  thereby  rendered  ucctHSory  lor  souring 
the  Communication  of  the  said  River,  and  the  Passes  In  the  HlKhlnndn.  In  their  lloport. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  bo  requested,  on  the  Part  of  this  Aa- 
sembly,  to  transmit  to  General  Putnam,  or  such  other  Offlcor  as  may  suporinteod  aad 
direct  the  Works  on  Hudson's  Klver,  in  the  High  Lands,  the  neceaaary  Information  of 
the  said  Report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  TlonryxrcU  and  Mr.  Ufa,  wait  on  his  Bxcollcncy  the  Ooveruor. 
with  a  Copy  of  the  above  Resolutions  and  Report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morehouse  and  Mr.  Wirkcs.  wait  on  the  Honorable  tha  SraaU 
with  a  Copy  of  the  above  Resolutions  and  Order.— From  the  Assembly  Journal. 
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have  no  Instructions  from  Congress  nor  any  especial  authority 
given  me,  and,  therefore,  cannot  call  on  any  other  state  for  their 
assistance.  But  I  fully  concur  with  the  Committees  Report, 
and  am  happy  to  find  that  their  Sentiments  agree  exactly  with 
mine.     I  am  D'r  Sir  Your  Mo.  Obed't  Serv't, 

Israel  Putnam.* 
His  Excellency  Govenor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  If  General  Gates  was  authorisd  to  call  on  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  I  should  be  glad  of  a  Copy  of  the  Resolve,  that  as 
the  Assembly  are  now  sitting  I  may  make  the  necessary  appli- 
cation in  proper  Time. 

I  should  have  waited  on  your  Excellency,  had  not  I  learnt 

that  you  were  gone  to  Esopus. 

I.  P. 


[No.  1032.] 
Lieutenunt  Pendleton  Willing  to   "  Make  So?ne  Retaliation "   for 

Kindnesses  Shown. 
To  His  Exelency  George  Clinton  Eeqr.  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York  &c. 
Sir,  The  money,  and  Flow,  I  latly  Received  from  your  Exelency 
came  very  Exceptable  when  in  a  case  of  Real  want,  although  the 

•Uuder  date  of  January  13,  1778,  General  Putnam  had  written: 

"The  forts  and  other  works  in  the  Highlands  were  entirely  demolished  by  the  British, 
and  it  now  became  a  question  of  some  importance,  whether  they  should  be  restored  ia 
their  former  positions,  or  new  places  should  be  selected  for  that  purpose.  About  the 
beginning  of  January  the  grounds  were  examined  by  General  Putnam,  Governor  Clinton, 
General  James  Clinton,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  among  whom  was  Radidre,  the 
French  engineer;  and  they  were  all,  except  RadiSre,  united  in  the  opinion,  that  West 
Point  was  the  most  eligible  place  to  be  fortified.  Radidre  opposed  this  decision  with 
considerable  vehemence  and  drew  up  a  memorial  designed  to  show,  that  the  site  of 
Fort  Clinton  possessed  advantages  much  superior  to  West  Point.  As  the  engineer  was 
a  man  of  science,  and  had  the  Confidence  of  Congress  and  the  Commander-in-chief,  It 
was  deemed  expedient  by  General  Putnam  to  consult  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  New 
York,  before  he  came  to  a  final  determination.  A  committee  was  appointed  by  those 
bodies,  who  spent  three  days  reconnoitring  the  borders  of  the  river  in  the  Highlands, 
and  they  were  unanimous  in  favor  of  West  Point  agreeing  herein  with  every  other  per- 
son authorized  to  act  in  the  affair,  except  the  engineer.  It  was  accordingly  decided,  on 
the  13th  of  January,  that  the  fortifications  should  be  erected  at  West  Point" 

See  George  Clinton's  letter  to  Washington,  pages  689-594  and  Clinton  to  Putnam, 
page  6o3. 
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sum  was  small,  yet  the  favour  was  great,  for  whi.-h  I  „hall  Kv.-r 

think  myself  highly  Indepted  to  your  Exeioncy  ar.d   that   time 

will  give  me  opportunity  to  make  some  Ki'taliation  to  your  Kxel- 

ency  is  the  sincear  wi«h  of,  Your  Exeiencys  in..Ht  olM-diant.  and 

most  humble  Servant 

„  Solomon  Pendleton,  I.i<'ut. 

New  Utncht  24th  Jan.  1778. 


[No.  1033.] 
Notice   of   an   Indian   Spy  Working   His    Way  from    Magara    to 

New  York. 

Poughkeepsie  2."th  J;in'y  177^'. 
Sir,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  Inclosing  you  a  Copy  of  a  Lttttr  thii 
Instant  handed  for  the  perusal  of  his  ExcelU'ncy  CJov'r  Clinton, 
who  is  absent,  and  whom  I  expect  home  to  morrow  Evening; — as 
a  Description  of  the  Indian  who  Carrys  the  Packet  to  New  V(»rk. 
is  given  in  the  Inclosed  Copy  I  think  there  is  something  of  a  prob- 
ability that  he  may  be  Intercepted  if  he  has  not  already  pafljHHl; 
if  he  has  perhaps  he  may  be  taken  on  his  return  with  very  ma- 
terial Intelligence.  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  that  its  fhou^lit 
the  Indian  will  probably  pass  near  the  North  River  which  if  he 
doefi  there  is  a  greater  probability  of  his  being  Intinepti  d.    I  am 

Sir  your  obed't  Hble.  Serv't 

R'd  Hatfield. 
The  Hon'ble  Major  Genl.  Putnam. 


Cherry  Valley  19th  .Jan  y  177S. 
Sir,   As  I  have  been  down  the  Snsquahana  B|>ying  antl  flndin;; 
out  if  there  was  any  thing  material  amongst  the  Indians,  by  the 
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beet  Information,  we  learn  that  tlie  Chiefs  on  said  River  Lave 

Rec'd  Letters  from  Niagara  the  purport  thereof  is  yet  unknown 

to  us;  also  that  there  is  a  Packet  sent  from  Niagara  to  New  York 

by  one  of  the  Mohacander  Indians;  it  ie  6upi)Osed  he  set  of  from 

the  Susquahana  near  the  first  of  this  month  (the  fellow  is  a  middle 

sized  Indian  about  50  years  of  age);  the  Design  of  my  sending 

these  is  that  people  in  them  parts  may  have  notice  that  s'd  Express 

may  be  apprehended  and  searched  if  found.    Yrs. 

Will'm  Johnson  Jun. 
To  Major  Sam'l  Clyd  at  Poughkeepsie. 


[No.  1034.] 

Jno.  licattif  to  George  Clinton  for  Pecuniary  Aid. 

Long  Island  New  Utretch  Jan'y  25tli  1778. 

D'r  Sir;  At  a  Distance  from  my  Friends,  &  it  being  in  a  great 
measure  out  of  their  powr  to  render  me  such  supplys,  as  are  neces- 
sary to  make  me  tolerably  comfortable;  I  am  singularly  happy  in 
having  so  favourable  an  opertunity  of  adretsiug  you  by  Letter. 
Your  Connection  with  our  Family  &  my  necessituous  situation 
urge  me  to  apply  to  you  for  some  Releif  by  the  Return  of  the 
Bearer.  I  must  leave  you  to  prescrib  what  method  will  be  most 
convenient,  whether  in  Cash,  or  in  produce  of  any  kind.  I  flatter 
myself  I  need  not  mention  my  taking  the  earliest  opertunity  of 
reimbursing  you  fully  for  such  supplys  as  you  shall  please  to 
send  me.     I  am  w'h  Comp's  to  your  Fireside  D'r  Sir  vdur  very 

Hum'e  Serv't 

Jno.  Realty. 
[To  G.  C] 
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[No.  10:}5.] 
Robert  McKccn  Forwards  Ilia  Rrni'jnalion. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Governor  and  f'ominantUT  Ii. 
Cheif  of  all  the  melitia  and  admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Statf 
of  Newyork. 
The  memorial  of  Robert  McKeen  Ciipl.  In  ilic  nrst  llatlaliou  of 
the  Forces  of  this  state;  Humbly  Showeth  That  tlie  Situation  of 
his  Famely  is  such,  having  Lost  hie  \\\U\  wliich  Lrfi  Eight  Chil- 
dren the  Eldest  not  fourteen  years  of  ago,  that  il  i«  Inconvenifiit 
for  him  to  be  for  any  Long  Time  from  hie  Famely,  and  therefore 
would  Incline  to  Resiegn  his  Commession. 

Your  Memorielest  therefore  Humbly  Prays  thai  your  I'xnll'iicy 
will  Give  him  Leave  to  Resign  (Genl.  Gate^  not  bt'ing  with  the 
army  of  the  Northern  Depertment)  or  to  assist  him  to  EfTtvt  a 
Resignation,  and  your  memorilest  as  in  duly  Bound  «hull  Ever 

Pray. 

Kob'it  M.  K«-«-n. 

Poughkeepse  January  25d  1778. 


[No.  103G.] 
Complications  in  tlie  Way  of  Carriiing  Flour  to  the  Troops  in  Hngion. 

Head  Quarters,  Boston  Jan'y  -«».  1778. 
Sir,  The  Troops  of  the  Convention  together  with  the  OuardH 
here  and  the  Troops  doing  duty  at  KIkmIc  Island,  doniand  large 
Quantities  of  provisions  for  their  daily  suljsistcnce.  The  article 
of  Flonr  we  are  obliged  lo  tditnin  tinin  soin.-  ntli.-r  (^nartrr  it  nt»t 
being  obtainable  here.  As  we  arc  transporting  large  quantities 
of  public  Salt  to  the  North  River  in  crdrr  l(.  its  b.ing  forwardi-d 
to  the  Southward,  the  Commissary  Grncral  <»r  pnivisiunh  int<  ndeil 
the  Teams  should  load  back  with  Flonr.  whi.  h  w.nld  supply  our 
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wants  and  also  make  a  saving  of  expence  to  the  public;  but  I 
have  been  lately  informed  that  it  cannot  be  done  consistant  with 
a  Resolve  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  York.  I  would 
request  your  attention  one  moment,  Sir,  to  this  matter  and  that 
you  would  please  to  obtain  an  order  that  the  Flour  may  be  for- 
warded if  possible  without  delay  as  it  is  wanted  for  the  Troops 
and  the  public  Expence  will  be  lessened  by  embracing  the  prisent 
oppertunity.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Your  Ex- 
cellency's Most  Obedient  H'ble  Servant 

W.  Heath. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1037.] 
AnotJier  Petition  from  the  Patriots  of  Poundridge  arid  Salein  to 

Form  a  New  Militia  Regiment. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  And  Honourable  Senate  &  As- 
sembly Of  the  State  of  New  York: 
Gentlemen;  We,  the  Inhabitance  of  Pound-redge  Salem  And 
Cortlandts  manor,  (in  the  Regiments  of  Melitia  Commanded  by 
Collo.  Pero  Van  Cortland  And  Collo.  Thos.  Thomas)  Assembled 
at  a  General  Meeting  on  Cortlandts  Manor  on  the  22d  Day  of 
December  1777:  And  placeing  apetial  trust  and  Confidence  in 
your  wisdom  and  willingness  To  Contribute  your  Assistance  to 
Every  measure  That  shall  Be  adopted  that  may  have  a  Ten- 
dancy  to  promote  the  publick  good;  and  your  Zeal  to  use  your 
most  Stranuous  afforts  In  the  Defence  of  those  blessings  which 
God  in  The  Course  of  his  providance  hath  seen  fit  To  Intrust 
us  with,  against  our  most  Inveterate  Enemies,  who  are  attempt- 
ing By  fire  and  sword  To  wrest  them  out  of  our  hands;  regret- 
ting at  The  Same  time  that  we  are  Not  able  under  our  Pres- 
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ant  Sircumstanees  to  alluid  il,ai  :ii.|  ju,.!  AsKiKJance  AkuiiinI 
the  Sudden  Emmeiganccs  and  I  M'pnMlali(.ns  of  ihc  Kncmy,  aji 
tlie  Importance  of  the  Event  niiKlK  .Iiisdv  nMiuirc.  or  tlui!  wi* 
might  otherwise  Be,  ware  the  DificullicH  iitkI.t  whi.h  we  Ui 
bour  removed,  which  is  occationed  Chiolly  I'.y  the  U«-f;iim'ntM 
to  which  we  Belong,  Being  too  Kxlcncivc.  and  the  Gcnrrall 
places  of  Randivoze  Being  at  so  (Jrcalc  a  histance,  vir:  from 
Twenty  or  Thirty  miles  from  (lie  most  of  us.  wliich  inakcH  it 
Impracticable  for  us  to  Be  Colled cd  in  Tlinc  or  four  Dayn,  ho 
as  to  Be  in  Any  formidable  Stale  of  DcnMicc  But  liav«'  ofton 
Been  oblig'd  on  Sudden  Emmergancies  To  AHScnibIc  and  Manh 
to  Stop  the  Depredations  of  ye  Enemy  all  In  Confution  and 
without  Any  order.  Instancies  of  this  kind  arc  tcxi  oliviouH. 
as  at  Danbery,  fort  Montgumry  &c. 

Wherefore,  we  Beg  Leave  to  Recommend  to  your  Considera 
tion  that  a  New  Regiment  be  Compos'd,  part  of  Collo.  TluunaH'H 
&  part  of  Collo.  Cortlandts  Regiments  Including  Poundredgi' 
And  Salem,  and  so  much  of  Cortlandts  manor,  As  LyeH  EuHt 
of  Croten  River,  which  Regt.  So  formed  will  be  Compart,  Con- 
sisting of  a  Number  of  well  AtTected  persons — Quirk  and  Easy 
Collected,  and  put  into  a  state  of  Dcfcnci',  wlun  ICvcr  an  o*  <  a 
tion  may  Call;  and  the  other  two  Ki'giments  from  which  thiH 
may  be  Composed,  will  still  Remain  Suilitiuntly  Large,  aiul  will 
Be  Much  Easier  kept  in  order  and  in  a  ntate  of  Defeucf,  Thau 
they  ware  Before  Being  so  Exteucive.  Ant!  if  after  your  wi»e 
Deliberations,  you  should  agree  with  us  in  opinion.  Wf  Doubt 
Not  but  that  your  general  Concern  For  the  Cood  of  the  publick. 
will  prompt  you  to  Compleat  the  above  S'd  Kegiment  with  all 
possible  Dispach  for  which  you  will  Receive  the  Sincear  thanks 
of  us  Your  Humble  Constituants.  By  order  of  ye  Meeting. 
Abijah  Gilbert,  Clark.  Ebenez'r  I'urdy,  Moderator. 
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[No.  ions.] 
The  Truon  VouimUUx  Takes  I'ronipt  Avtioii mi  tin  Governor's  Ordrr. 
Trjoii  Couuly  ('(umiiillce  Cbauibfr  Jau'v  27th  1778. 
Sir,  AN'e  have  received  a  letter  from  the  (loveinor  of  the  VMh 
lust,  desirinj^  the  Difl'erent  Regimeuts  of  this  County  to  make  a 
return  without  Delay,  of  the  Corps  under  their  command:  We 
therefore  request  you  will  call  your  Regiment  together  on  Mon- 
day the  2d  of  February,  that  you  may  be  able  to  make  a  true  re- 
liiiu  of  the  same,  agreeable  to  his  request,  which  shall  be  for- 
warded by  this  Committee.  We  think  it  necessary  that  the  Num- 
ber of  arms  and  amunition  wanting  in  your  Regiments  should  be 

mentioned  in  the  return. 

By  order 

Will'm  Wills  Chairman. 


The  Govenwr  Submits  Several  Matters  to  the  Legislature. 
♦Gentlemen,  The  Letter  of  Cadw^allader  Colden,  Esq;  a 
Prisoner,  confined  by  a  Law  of  this  State,  and  a  Tetition  of  a 
Number  of  Inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Coxakie,  in  the  County 
of  Albany,  in  Behalf  of  John  Cumming,  also  a  State  Brisoner, 
which  accompanies  this  Message,  are  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, for  their  Consideration. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Poughkeepsie,  January  28,  1778. 


[No.  1039.] 

Colonel  Taylor  Notifies  the  Governor  in  Regard  to  Household  Effects 

ami  Stores  at  Newburg. 

New  Burgh  28th  Janr.  1778. 
D'r  Goveruonr;  I  Receivod  your  favour  yesterday  when  I  arived 
from   Kastou.     I   imcdiately  eent  to  Shangunk  for  your  Excel- 

•  From  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  Uie  State  of  New  York. 
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Icmy's  nrd.lin-  &  T^(M.ks;  11,..  i:,.,!,!..,;;  I  l,.,v.-  K. .-.  iv.-^I.  I.ul  not 
the  Rooks,  as  (Ikto  was  iikmc  |{..x.>  „r  Ih.-  sani.-  kind  (In-n-,  Mr. 
Bai-bar  boing  abroad,  lli.-.v  Cmld  net  l)isliiiK„isli  lln-ni;  I  linv.- 
Repaired  a  Sliegh  foi-  von,  and  s.nds  llic  s:iin<-  \>\  (lie  Hrar.T  utw 
of  our  Teemsters,  wlio  will  D.livrr  vonr  Ilrdding.  two  LnrRi-  pajM-r 
Books,  and  two  of  yoiii-  Horses  llial  wa^  1.  f(  licp-,  wliich  arc  now 
in  good  order  for  any  Labour,  dial  yon  might  Kxrliaiigc  for  two 
in  worse  Condition;  if  it  Sails  lo  send  tln-in  li.-n-  I  will  jjive 
Thomas  Strick  Charge  of  (iK-m,  1  am  liighly  favf.urcd  with  youM 
and  my  Ladie  Clinton's  Compliments  and  shall  alwics  think  my 
self  Honoured,  to  Comply  willi  yonr  Excellencies  orderu,  in  the 
strictest  manner, — whilest  Mrs.  Taylor  joins  me  in  C-omplim.ntii 
to  your  Excellincie,  my  Ladio  and  family,  and  am  yonr  m't  ob't 
H'le  serv't, 

Aud'w  Taylor,  l»   i^    >!•  O- 
His  Excellincie  Gov'r  Clinton. 

P.  S.  this  moment  I  Received  a  Letter  Express  from  CongreM, 
which  I  inclose. 

There  is  many  stores  here  to  be  moved  to  Head  Quarters  &o 
I  would  not  press  any  Teems  but  Took  the  following  method  to 
apply  to  the  Dififrent  Committies,  for  Presincts  which  has  had 
Better  Effect  than  any  other  I  have  yet  followed,  aH  we  have  Ke- 
moved  more  Stores  in  ten  or  Twelve  Days  than  wif  could  have 
otherwies  Colected  teems  for  in  a  month.  The  Inclosed  is  a  Co|>|»t 
of  what  I  sent  to  Each  Presinct,  I  have  applied  to  Orange  County 
for  85  Ton  Hay,  which  Ihey  are  now  ('<.llecting  and  if  only  one 
half  comes,  it  will  be  a  Create  help,  to  onr  purchasers,  I  shall  l>e 
Glade  of  your  Excellencies,  approving,  or.  Disaproving  of  what  I 
have  Done  in  this,  least  some  might  think  I  intrude  on  Civle  au- 
thority. 

And"w  Tavlor. 
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[No.  1040.] 

Colonel  Cuyler  Sou7ids  a  Note  of  Warning  Relative  to  Shipment  of 
Flour  to  the  East. 

Albany  January  30th  1778. 

Sir,  By  Information  of  my  assistant  Purchas's  and  from  my 
own  observations,  I  concive  it  my  iudispensible  Duty  as  a  Public 
officer  to  inform  you,  that  since  the  late  resolution  Passed  by  the 
Ck)uncil  of  Safety  Permitting  the  Exportation  of  flour  out  of  this 
State  under  Certain  restrictions,  very  large  quantities  of  that 
article  have  been  and  are  Dayly  Conveyed  into  the  Eastren  states 
under  Pretence  to  Exchange  for  salt,  but  I  fear  that  the  Salutary 
Purpose  of  the  Resolution  is  Greatly  abused.  I  am,  therefore, 
apprehensive  that  unless  a  total  stop  for  a  limitted  time  is  put  to 
the  Exportation  thereof,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  Procure  a  suffi- 
ciency for  the  Consumption  of  the  troops  in  this  Quarter  &  the 
weetren  Garrisons,  much  less  to  lay  in  magazines  for  the  Support 
of  an  army  which  in  all  Probability  will  be  formed  on  the  Hud- 
son's River,  as  well  as  to  Supply  the  Troops  in  the  Eastren  states 
&  the  Prisioners  of  the  Convention,  the  whole  of  which  look  to  me 
Chiefly  for  her  Supplies  of  flour. 

I  could  therefore  wish  If  the  Lagislature  think  It  adviceable  & 
Concive  that  it  would  answer  the  Public  good,  that  a  Speedy 
method  might  be  adopted,  as  they  in  their  wisdom  think  Proper, 
so  as  that  the  armies  may  not  want  the  Necessary  article  of  life. 
I  am  Sir  with  respect  &  Esteem  Your  Excellencey's  most  Obdt. 

Jacob  Cuyler,  D.  C.  G.  Purchases. 
His  Excellencey  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
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Governor  Clinton  Calls  the  Attention  of  thr  Lnji.slaturr  to  Cntonfl 
Livingstones  Proposition. 

♦Gentlemen,  The  high  Price  of  Iron,  as  well  nn  thr  Kf^^^ing 
Scarcity  of  that  indispensably  necessary  Articl**,  indue**  me  to  laj 
before  your  Honorable  House,  for  Ww  (Jonsidi-ration  of  the  I>i-Ki». 
lature,  certain  Proposals  made  by  Col  Livingston,  of  letting  to  the 
Public  his  Furnace,  Forges,  and  Appurtenances,  for  a  reasonable 
Compensation.  An  Abstract  of  his  Lcfterf  to  uw  of  the  Hth  of 
January  instant,  containing  his  Proposals,  accompanies  this  Mes- 
sage. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Poughkeepsie,  January  30,  1778. 


[No.  1041.] 

George  Clinton  Writes  Colonel  Van  Schaick  Relative  to  the  Deficient 

Supply  in  Clothing. 

Poughkeepsie  Ist  Feb\  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  28th  Ultimo  and  wnn  it 
in  my  Power  I  woud  most  readilly  comply  with  every  I^fjuest 
you  make  in  Behalf  of  your  Regiment.  I  am  sensible  our  Re^ji- 
ments  have  suffered  much  for  want  of  a  sunicient  Supply  of 
Cloathing;  whether  this  has  arose  from  neglect  in  the  Committee 
who  had  the  Superintendence  of  that  Business  or  from  what  other 
Cause  I  know  not.  I  believe  there  are  some  shirts.  &r..  in  the 
State  Store  at  Rochester.  These  I  understand  are  issuable  in  the 
Draft  of  the  Colonels  of  the  respective  Regiments  raim-d  in  this 
state  only.     It  is  the  Duty  of  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  IV- 

♦From  Jouriuals  of  the  Legislature. 
tSee  pages  664-658. 
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partment  to  give  the  necesf;ary  order  for  supplying  the  Regiment 
with  arms  and  I  am  surprized  Gcnl.  Gates  has  neglected  it  since 
he  was  interested  in  having  the  Troops  imniodiately  under  his 
Command  properly  provided.  A  lute  Act  uf  Congress  forbid- 
ding the  filling  up  any  Vacancies  in  the  Regiments  prevents  my 
Complying  vs  ith  your  Request  in  Favour  of  Ensign  Wendle  &  Mr. 
Mount  at  present,  but  as  soon  as  that  obstacle  shall  be  removed 
proper  Notice  will  be  taken  of  those  Gentlemen  if  it  shall  lay  with 
me  to  make  the  Appointments. 

The  dispersed  Situation  of  your  Regiment  I  am  sensible  must 
not  only  injure  the  service  but  render  it  disagreable  to  both  offi- 
cers &  Men.  This  I  will  endeavour  to  have  remedied  by  repre- 
senting it  as  well  the  other  Matters  you  mention  to  his  Excellency 
Genl.  Washington.     I  am  with  Esteem  your  most  Obed't  Serv't. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Col.  Van  Schaick.] 


[No.  1042.] 

Congress  Delegates  Governor  Clinton  to  Appoint  a  Commissioner  for 

Indian  Affairs. 

In  Congress,  Feb.  2d  1778. 

Resolved,  That  governor  Clinton  of  the  State  of  New  York  be 
empowered  &  requested  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  be  a  com- 
missioner for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Northern  department,*  &  direct 
him  to  attend  the  treaty  to  be  held  at  Johnston. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Sec'y. 


•Under  the   authority  thus    bestowed,    Governor   Clinton     appointed   General     Philip 
Schuyler,   Indian  CommlsBloner  for  the  Northern  Department— State  Historian. 
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[No.  lot;:.] 

The  Governor  Pleased  Over  the  Election  of  .lalm  ././;/  <is  l',>-<ui,„t  >,f 

Congress. 

Sir,  I  have  re'd  your  Favour  infoiinin;,'  iiic*  of  the  Klhclioii  of 
our  Friend  Mr.  Jay  to  the  I'residency  of  CoiiKresK;  indfed  an 
Event  which  as  it  is  Honorable  to  him  is  extrcainly  plca^inn  to 
me  nor  can  I  doubt  that  it  will  be  sattisfactory  lo  his  ConstitiientB. 

Agreable  to  j'our  Request  I  have  eommnnicalfd  lo  tin*  Auditor 

Genl.  your  second  Letter  respecting  your  Account  with  the  State. 

I  have  nothing  new  worthy  your  Attention.    The  Ix'gi.'<lature  who 

were  to  have  mett  the  10th  Ultimo  did  not  convene  till  the  l!7th. 

A  Tax  &  Confiscation  Bill  are  the  principal  Matters  at  present 

under  their  Consideration.     I  am  &c. 

G.  C. 
[To  Gouverneur  Morris,  Esq.] 


[No.  1044.] 
CONGRESS  ADOPTS  A  NEW  OATil  oF  OFFICE 
And  of  Allegiance  and  Repeals  the  Act  of  October  21,  mCy—An  Iron- 
hound  Proposition  for  Military  ami  Civil  Office  Hohh-rs. 

In  Congress,  February  :?,  1T7H. 
Resolved,  That  every  officer,  who  holds  or  sliall  li.'ivaft.T  hold 
a  commission  or  office  from  Congress,  shall  take  and  subscribe 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation; 

"J  do  acknowledge  the  I'liiH'.!  Si:i(.>  <.f  Aiu.-iira.  to 

be  Free,  Independent  and  Sovereign  States,  and  (l.-.-lan'  that  thr 
people  thereof  owe  no  allegiance  or  ohcdicn.e  to  George  the 
Third,  King  of  Great-Britain;  and  1  renounce,  refuse  and  abjure 
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any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  him;  and  I  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that 
I  will  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  support,  maintain  and  defend 
the  said  United  States,  against  the  said  King  George  the  Third, 
his  heirs  and  successors  and  his  and  their  abettors,  assistants 
and  adherents  and  will  serve  the  said  United  States  in  the  office 
of  which  I  now  hold,  with  fidelity,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
skill  and  understanding.''     So  help  me  God. 

That  all  officers  of  the  army  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  fore- 
going oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  any 
Major  General  or  Brigadier  General. 

That  all  officers  of  the  navy  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  same, 
before  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Boards,  or  before  a 
Judge  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  State,  wherein  they  respec- 
tively reside  or  shall  receive  their  commissions  or  warrants. 

That  all  persons  holding  any  civil  office  of  trust  or  profit,  under 
the  Congress  of  these  United  States,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the 
said  oath  or  affirmation  before  a  Judge  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
the  State,  wherein  they  respectively  reside. 

That  every  officer  having  the  disposal  of  public  money,  or  who 
is  or  shall  be  intrusted  with  the  charge  or  distribution  of  public 
stores,  shall,  at  the  time  of  taking  and  subscribing  the  fore- 
going oath  or  affirmation  also  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  of 
office  in  the  following  words. 

"  I  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  truly  and 

impartially  execute  the  office  of  to  which  I  am  appointed, 

and  render  a  true  account,  when  thereunto  required,  of  all  public 
monies  by  me  received  or  expended,  and  of  all  stores  or  other 
effects  to  rae  intrusted,  which  belong  to  the  United  States,  and 
will,  in  all  respects,  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  me  with  jus- 
tice and  integrity,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  understanding." 
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That  every  officer,  takincr  ti.o  fon.-oi,,^.  ......s  ,.r  animmtion* 

or  either  of  them,  shall  obtain  from  iho  ,„.rs..n  a.ltniniKlcrinK 
the  same,  duplicate  certificates  specifying  ih,-  tim,.  „f  l.iH  taking 
it  or  them  and  also  his  name  and  rank  or  (Mni)l(>yincnt. 

That  every  military  officer  shall  deliver  or  transmit  one  of  the 
certificates  so  obtained,  to  the  Coniniandi  r  in  Chi.f  or  tin-  Com- 
mander of  a  Department,  or  to  such  person,  as  by  Cen<.ral  Orders 
shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same;  and  the  said  c(.inniandinK 
officers  shall  cause  the  certificates  so  receivrd  to  !»<•  wnt 
to  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  and  shall  keep  an  exact  IIhI  of  the 
names  of  all  officers  whose  certificates  shall  be  received  and  for- 
warded, together  with  their  several  ranks  and  the  times  of  their 
being  qualified. 

That  every  officer  in  the  navy  shall  deliver  or  send  one  of  the 
certificates  by  him  obtained  to  the  Navy  Board  most  convenient, 
who  are  required  to  transmit  the  same,  and  also  a  certificate 
of  their  own  qualifications,  to  the  Marine  Committee,  as  soon  ua 
conveniently  may  be. 

That  every  other  person  employed  in  any  civil  department  or 
office  as  abovementioned,  shall  send  or  deliver  one  of  the  certifi- 
cates by  him  obtained  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  to  which 
he  belongs,  or  to  such  other  person  or  persons,  as  the  Governor 
or  President  of  such  State  shall  direct.  And  the  Governors  or 
Presidents  of  the  several  States,  are  hereby  requested  to  attend 
to  this  matter  and  to  cause  the  certificates,  when  received,  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress. 

That  each  deponent  or  affirmant  shall  retain  and  keep  the  other 

certificate,  by  him  obtained,  as  a  voucher  of  his  having  r.»n\pli.d 

with  what  is  hereby  enjoined  him. 
45 
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Kcsuhcd,  That  t'very  ufticer  civil  or  military,  now  in  office,  shall 
take  and  subscribe  the  qualification  above  directed,  within  twenty 
days  after  notice  hereof;  and  every  person  hereafter  ai»[»(iinted 
to  any  office,  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  Congress  nf  the 
United  States  of  America,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  same, 
previous  to  his  acting  in  such  office;  And  every  officer  who  shall 
continue  or  presume  to  exercise  any  commission  civil  or  military, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  without  taking  the  qualification,  in  time  and  manner 
above  directed,  shall  be  cashiered  and  forfeit  two  months  pay 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  be  rendered  in- 
capable of  serving  in  the  army  of  the  said  States,  and  of  execut- 
ing thereafter  any  office  under  Congress. 

And  whereas  many  jjersons,  employed  as  l^cputy  or  Assistant 
Commissaries  or  Quarter-Masters  or  in  other  civil  depart ments 
are  dispersed  in  various  parts  of  the  continent,  over  whom  neither 
Congress  nor  the  head  of  their  respective  departments  can  have 
the  immediate  inspection. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive authority  of  every  State,  to  take  effectual  measures  for  pre- 
venting any  person,  within  their  State,  from  exercising  any  oflice 
in  the  civil  department  of  the  army  or  in  any  other  civil  depart- 
ment under  Congress,  who  shall  not,  when  thereunto  required 
by  any  Magistrate,  produce  a  legal  appointment  to  that  office 
and  a  certificate  of  his  having  taken  the  foregoing  oaths  or  affirm- 
ations, or  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  and  subscribe  the 
said  oaths  or  affirmations  within  the  time  above  limited. 

Jiesolred,   That  the  resolutions  passed  the  21st  day  of  (><<ol)er 
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1776,*  prescribing  the  form  of  mi.  oi.fh  „r  amnnation  an.l  .1  r,-.  t 
ing  the  same  to  be  subscribed  by  uiVH-rs  I.ul.linj;  .on.n.iHMionH 
or  offices  from  Congress,  be  and  Ih.v  ;,,■,.  i,,.,,.i.,   r,.,„.;,|,.,i 
Extract  from  llie  minutes. 

Cliarlfs  Tlioiiis.m.  S(Mr«'(ar\ 


[No.  1045.] 

THE  NEW  CHAIN  AT  WEST  POINT. 

More  Encouraging  Prospects  for  Its  Comphthn,     The  Agnnnmt 

with  the  Iron  Company. 

Fishkill,  3rd  Feb  y  1778. 

Tiie.*idaj  Even'g. 

Sir,  I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of 
the  agreement  enter'd  into  >vith  owners  of  the  Slorling  Iron- 
works, and  wish  that  it  was  better,  on  the  Pail  ..f  the  State*. 
Haux  was  got  Home,  which  encreas'd  the  Difficulty,  nowever, 
1  did  the  best  that  I  could,  and  hope  that  it  will  meet  with  your 
Excellency's  Candour,  as  well  as  that  of  the  l/<'i,'islatnre,  in  gen- 
eral. 

They  want  8  or  10  Hands  to  blow  and  strike  till  they  can  call 
in  others  to  supply  their  Places.  But  mean  to  pay  for  their 
Labour.     In  the  Morn'g  I  shall  apiily  to  the  General  for  them. 

•Congress  took  into  consideration  the  form  of  the  oath  to  bo  taken  by  tbe  o0c«n  to 
the  service  of  the  Continent,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows, 

I  — — - — —  do   aclcnowlPdge  the   Thirteen   United   Stales   of  America,    oamelT 

New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York.  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  CnroUna,  Souib  C«rol;ca. 
and  Georgia  to  be  free,  independent  and  sovereign  States,  and  declare  lhs(  the  r«»<>rl« 
thereof  owe  no  allegiance  or  obedience  to  George  the  third,  king  of  Onwt  4 

I  renounce,  refuse  and  abjure  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to  hini;  and  I    '  -'. 

I  will  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  support,  maintain  and  dcfiTi  1  •'  '  •« 

against  the  said  king  George  the  third,  and  his  heirs  and  »u.>  •  r 

abettors,   assistants  and  adherents;  and  will  serve  the  said  V-  • 

of  ,   which  I  now  hold,   and  in  any  other  office  which  I  ni«y   i  1 

by  their  appointment  or  under  their  authority  with  fldellly  and  honour.  .-.  K 

to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  understanding.    So  help  mc  Cod. 

Resolved,  That  every  officer  who  holds  or  shall  hereafter  hold  a  comtnlwloo  or  offle* 
from  Congress,  shall  subscribe  the  above  declaration  and  take  the  forecolnc  oath. 
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The  first  Exemption  was  givon  them,  which  I  transcribed  and 
inclose  a  Copy;  recollecting  that  there  was  no  Transcript  kept 
by  your  Excellency.  There  was  no  such  Thing  as  concluding  the 
agreement  without  exempting  their  Teams  for  the  same  Time. 
Nay,  they  had  the  assurance  to  demand  Exemption  for  all  they 
should  hire,  which  I  positively  refus'd,  telling  them  that  might 
enable  them  to  sell  Exemptions,  by  giving  Certificates  that  Teams 
were  in  their  Service,  when  otherwise,  which  they  affected  to 
resent. 

They  are  in  want  of  two  Pr.  Bellows,  which  will  go  on  tomor- 
row from  here.     Sir, 

Major  Keese  has  not  yet  rec'd  the  Letter  Major  Hatfield  left  at 
Hendrickson's  for  him.  To  remedy  which  I  shall  send  off  a  Per- 
son in  the  Morning  after  Lignum  Vitae. 

In  the  Morning  I  set  out  Hartford,  and  when  I  return  will  do 
myself  the  Honour  to  wait  on  you  Sir. 

There  is  a  Prospect  of  Cash  that  induces  me  to  make  the  Ex- 
cursion, which  it  is  hop'd,  most  devoutly,  may  be  successful.  I 
am,  with  the  greatest  Respect  and  Esteem  Your  Excellency's 

most  obdnt. 

Hugh  Hughes. 

P.  S.     I  wrote  to  Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence,  near  Dobbs's  Ferry,  & 

late  of  N.  York,  a  most  excellent  workman  to  superintend  the 

Chain  &  anchors  whilst  making  &  hope  he  will  accept. 

H.  H. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


AUTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT  between  Noble,  Townsend  &  Company.  Proprietors  of 
the  Sterling  Iron  Works,  In  the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  one  Part.  &  Hugh  HuRhes 
D.  Q.  M.  G.  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  the  other  Part  Wltnesseth. 

That  the  said  Noble  Townsend  &  Company  Jointly  &  Severally  engage  to  have  made 
and  ready  to  be  dellver'd.  at  their  Works  to  the  said  Hugh  Hughes  D.  Q.  M.  G.  or  to 
the  D.  Q.  M.  O.  of  the  Middle  Department  for  the  Time  being  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  April,  next  ensuing  the  D.ite  hereof,  or  as  much  sooner  as  Circumstances  will 
admit,  an  Iron  Chain,  of  the  following  Dimensions,  and  Quality,  that  Is,  in  Length 
five  Hundred  Yards, —each  Link  about  two  feet  long,  to  be  made  of  the  best  Sterling 
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Iron,  two  Inches  and  one  Quarter  square,  or  ns  near  thereto  aa  poMlble  with  a  ■•i«.l 
to  every  hundred  Feet,  and  a  ClevU  to  every  ThouB..nd  Wt  in  iho  Mm.  m.n'er  „ 
those  of  the  former  Chain.  u»»iioor  mm 

The  said  Noble,  Townsend  &  Comp'y,  also  Enpigo  to  have  made,  and  ready  l«  tK> 
deliver  d  at  least  twelve  Tons  of  Anchors  of  the  aforcH'd  Iron,  and  of  .ucb  Hl^a  Z 
the  said  Hugh  Hughes  or  his  Successors.  In  omce.  .hall  direct.  In  wrltlnr  «,  ^n  u 
the   Completion   of  the  Chain   will  permit.     In   Couflldoratlon   of   v»|.l.Ji   ii,  ,u 

Hughes  D.  Q.  M.  G.  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  cugnR.H  to  I-ay  t„  i. 
Townsend  &  Company,  or  their  order,  at  the  rate  of  Four  hundnd  4,  Koi  •  t 

every  Ton  Weight  of  Chain  &  anchors  delivered  as  before  niould;  unlrwi  ii.o  (jruoral 
Regulations  on  Trade.  Provisions  &c.  which  are  now  Supposed  to  bo  framiu«  by  U<-i,u. 
ties  from  the  United  States  shall  be  Publlsh-d  and  take  Effect  before  tb«  Eiplratioo 
of  Four  months  from  the  Dale  of  this.  In  which  Case  the  Prlco  la  to  be  only  Kour  Hun- 
dred Pounds  P  Ton  for  the  said  Chain  &  anchors.  The  Payracnts.  If  bciunudcd  to  b« 
made  in  such  Proportion,  as  the  Work  shall  be  ready  to  be  dollvored.  »hl.h  ulia!)  b« 
determin'd  in  ten  days  after  requisition  made,  by  a  number  of  Compcicnl  Judgea, 
not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  five,  unconnected  with  the  Proprietor*  or  the  Work»! 
and  if  Condemn'd,  to  be  Compleated  at  tuc  Expence  of  the  said  Company,  who  arc 
also  to  repair  as  aforesaid,  all  Failures,  of  their  Work,  where  over  bappeuluf .  wbelbar 
at  the  Works,  or  River,  or  in  extending  it  across. 

The  said  Hugh  Hughes  also  engages  to  prociue.  of  the  Governour  of  thl»  tuu.  for 
the  said  Noble.  Townsend  &  Comp'y  an  Exemption  for  nine  monlha  from  ibe  Itata 
hereof,  from  Military  Duty,  for  Sixty  Artificers,  that  are  steadily  to  t-  '•■■  ■  -1  at  tba 
•aid   Chain   and  Anchors,    till   Compleated.   agreeable  to  the  said    i:  ..«  aald 

Company  complying  with  the  Terms  thereof,  providing  also  that  th.  ;/y  give 

the  said  Hugh  Hughes,  or  his  Successors  in  office  the  refusal,  by  Letter,  of  nil  ihc  Uar 
Iron.  Anchors.  &c.  made  at  the  said  Works  In  the  said  Term  of  nloo  monlba  at  tba 
Current  Price,  unless  what  is  necessary  to  Exchange  for  Cloatblng  and  other  arllclM 
for  the  use  of  the  works. 

It  is  also  agreed,   by  the  said  Parties,  that  If  the  Teams  of  the  f  .   '    '  y  iball 

Transport  the  said  Chain,  or  anchors,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  any    .  •..  ibey 

shall  receive  for  such  Services,   the  same  Pay  as  shall  be  given  by   i  ;  Statoa 

for  the  like.  The  Teams  of  said  Company  being  Exempted  from  Impress  by  any  of  lb* 
Q.  M.  General's  Depart's  during  the  Space  of  nine  Months  from  the  Date  hereof. 

Lastly,  the  said  Comp'y  engage  to  use  their  utmost  Endeavours  to  ke«p  Seven 
Fires,  at  Forgeing,  and  ten  at  Welding,  if  assisted  with  such  Hands,  aa  are  neceaaary 
&  can  be  spared  from  the  army,  in  Case  of  their  not  being  able  to  procuro  olbcrwla*. 
the  said  Comp'y  making  Deduction  for  their  Labour. 

In  Witness  whereof  the  Parties  have  Interchangeably  Subscribed  their  Naniea  tbia 
second  day  of  February  One  Thousand.  Seven  Hundred  &  Seventy  Eight,  and  lu  tba 
second  year  of  American  Independency. 

Peter  Townsend  &  In  behalf  of  Noble  ft  Cor  . 

Present  O.  Tillinghast.  ..  -AiJ.  .»T 

Copy. 
I  Consent  that  sixty  Persons  such  as  shall  be  employed  by  the 
Masters  of  the  Sterling  Iron-Works  in  making  the  Chain  to 
stretch  across  Hudson's  River,  be  Exempted  from  Military  Duly 
(unless  in  cases  where  the  whole  Militia  of  the  County  are  called 
out)  for  the  Space  of  nine  Months  from  the  Date  hereof,  provid- 
ing such  Persons  shall  be  steadily  employed  in  the  Itu.ssiness  of 
Iron-Making,  &  Working  at  the  said  Works,  during  that  Term, 
The  said  Masters  returning  to  the  Governor  A  List  of  .•^ueh  Per- 
sons Names  with  their  Descriptions.     Dated  at  Poughk<  epsie  the 

1st  Day  of  February  1778. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

(Copy) 


710  Piitijc  Papeus  of  Cieougk  Clinton. 

[No.  1046.] 

GOVEKNoi:  ("I.IN'roN  ANl*  GE^KI^\L  LINCOLN. 

Gates  Stuihs  Lincoln  as  lie  Snuhhed  Washington —Clinton'H  Sentr 

of  Co-opi  ration  Again  ^^hown. 

Albany  Jan'v  24th  1778. 
^fy  dear  Sir,  I  received  youi-  Excellency's  favor  of  the  22d  in- 
stant, the  last  evening:.     As  I  am  denied  the  pleasure  of  going 
down  the  river,  I  shall  be  exceedingly  happy  to  see  you  here,  be- 
fore I  leave  the  city. 

When  General  Gates  left  us,  I  was  so  ill  as  to  be  unable  to 
attend  to  any  business;  I  suppose,  for  that  reason,  he  left  nothing 
in  charge  with  me;  which,  with  my  ill  state  of  health  since,  will 
account  for  that  inattention  which  I  have  paid  to  every  public 
matter.  It  is  painful  to  be  under  this  necessity.  I  hope  it  will 
not  long  continue, — as  the  appearance  of  my  wound  is  favorable 
indeed.  I  have  none  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  forti- 
fying North  River  in  this  state,  and  am  totally  at  a  loss,  what  is 
intended  for  its  security.  Col.  Hay  mentioned  to  me  last  even- 
ing, that  gun-boats  were  to  be  built,  and  asked  my  advice  relative 
to  some  of  them  being  done  near  this  place.  I  think,  upon  his 
representation  of  the  matter,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  pro- 
priety. I  am,  My  dear  Sir,  with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  re- 
gard &  esteem  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Lincoln. 

[To  Gen.  George  Clinton.] 


Poughkeepsie  4th  February  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  24th  ultimo. 
It  gives  me  the  highest  riiasure  to  learn  that  your  Wounds  wear 
such  favourable  apj>earances  as  to  promise   you    a   speedy   Re- 
covery.      When  I  had  tlie  honor  of  writing  you  last  I  hoped  to 
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h.'ive  been  able  to  Imve  visilc.l  you  in  AIImhv  Imh   I  ImmI  fl,,.  |{„Hi 

IK'SS  of  Government  iiicicjisiiit,' so  mu.  h  o \  IhuHis  that  I  now 

despair  of  enjoying  Ibal  ri<-iismv.     A  Cupv  .,f  \\u-  i:.-Koluti<»nK  nt 

Congress  respecting  the  Security  of  tije  N(.nh  River  are  inclonod. 

You  will  observe  they  leave  the  Measures  to  br  lak.-n  to  efTcct 

that  Object  much  to  Genl.  Gates's  discretion  wlio  was  (hen  in 

tended  to  have  the  Direction  of  them.     I  cant  however  doubt  l)ut 

that  the  Building  of  Gun  Boats  &c.  for  the  Purpose  at  Albany 

will  be  approved  as  I  am  pcu^swadcd  llicy  will  he  wanted  for  the 

Defence  of  the  River  &  a  sufficient  Number  cant  Im-  (•oiii|»lrat.-4l 

elsewhere.     I  am  with  tlie  most  perfect  Regard  &  Esteem  your 

affectionate  &  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  B.  Lincoln.] 


[No.  1047.] 
Clinton  Makes  a  Few  Strong  Suggestions  to  Gates. 

Poughkeepsie  5th  Febry.  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  li.jth  Jan'y 
Ulto.  Inclosing  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  and 
have  accordingly  ordered  out  400  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  Pur- 
poses therein  mentioned  to  rendezvous  at  Albany  &  continue  in 
Service  four  Months  tho'  I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing Colo.  Hazen  or  receiving  the  Information  from  liim  which  he 
was  to  have  given  me.  The  works  in  this  Quarter  for  the  defence 
of  the  Country  and  Security  of  the  River  go  on  very  tardily  in- 
deed, it  can  hardly  be  said  (with  strict  propriety)  they  have  yet 
Commenced.  Colo.  Hughes  alone  lias  exerted  himself  in  procur- 
ing the  necessary  materials  and  lins  Conlraitcd  for  a  Chain  t<» 
stretch  across  the  River  to  be  Compleated  ilie  lirst  of  April  which 
if  effected  will  be  in  good  season;  he  meets  however  with  Insuper 
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able  DiflJculties  for  want  of  Cash  in  his  Department;  his  Credit 
as  a  public  ofTicer  is  Impaired  by  his  Inability  to  pay  off  the  many 
old  debts  which  he  has  Necessarily  Contracted,  &  unless  he  is 
speedily  supplied  with  that  indispensibly  NtH^essary  article  his 
utmost  Efforts  will  in  future  be  fruitless, 

I  fear  the  Engineer  who  has  the  direction  of  the  works  is  de- 
ficient in  point  of  practical  Knowledge;  without  which  altho  pos- 
sessed of  ever  so  much  scientific  I  need  not  mention  to  you  Sir, 
how  unfit  he  must  be  for  the  present  Task,  the  Chief  Direction  & 
Management  of  which  too  requires  a  Man  of  Business  &  Au- 
thority. It  was  indeed  unfortunate  that  the  public  Service  re- 
quired your  attendance  elsewhere,  for  I  am  perswaded  coud  you 
have  continued  here  through  the  Winter  those  Matters  woud  have 
been  in  a  very  different  Train.     I  am  with  great  Respect  Your 

most  Obed't  Serv't, 

[G.  C] 

[To  Gen.  Gates.] 


[No.  1048.] 
HAMPERED  FOR  IRON  AND  MONEY. 

The  Cost  of  Iron  Exceedingly  JJigh,  and  Money  Exceedingly  Scarce- 
Big  Cannon  Needed  for  the  Defence  of  the  Hudson. 

Albany  1st  Feb.  1778. 
Honoured  Sir,  I  am  just  now  informed  by  Quarter  Master  Dow, 
who  was  sent  to  Livingston's  Manor  for  the  quantity  of  iron 
mentiond  in  the  annexd  Memorandum,  that  none  can  be  pro- 
cured there  for  the  public  use,  though  he  understands  it  is  sold 
every  day  to  the  People  from  N.  England. 

As  there  is  an   expedition*   of  the   utmost  consequence  on 

•The  winter  campaign  against  Canada  was  but  another  development  In  the  Conway 
cabal,  anijiher  strand  In  the  rope  with  which  the  marplots  hoped  to  strangle  Wash- 
ington. The  suggestion  emanated  from  the  Board  of  War,  of  which  Gates  was  presi- 
dent, and  curried  more  politics  than  war.  The  primary  political  proposition  contem- 
plated the  weaalng  away  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  from  the  Commauder-in-cblef. 
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The  alleged  military  proposition  Involved  a  forward  movement  frt-i 

the  wilderness,    the   crossing   of   Lake   Champluln   on   iho   lc«     the 

British  shipping  at  St.   Johns  and  the  hurried  advance  ui-on  i.-'   ■ 

treal.     What  Burgoyne  had  failed  to  do,  during  the  coopenitlv. 

summer  and  early  fall,  with  the  best  equipped  army  &  BtniT 

Gates  expected,  whether  hopefully  or  otherwise,    to  accompllaU  lu  u.„  mo.t  dudo.rt.n^ 

ing  months  of  the  year,    hUe  winter  and  early  Spring,     undor  Iho  nu.H^..  --f    'Vt   ff 

that  was  demoralized,  a  militia  that  was  dispersed  and  a  currency  ti 

&  dishonored.     Every  thing  depended  upon   Lafayette.     He   wiia   >«. 

cause  &  generous,   and  bis  knowledge  of  the  French  language  &  ii„..,.,  >..r     , 

spirators  imagined,  would  exert  a  wholesome  Influence  over  the  French  Cooadlai 

that  he  was  destined  to  subjugate. 

Congress,  which  at  the  time  was  completely  under  the  malign  Influence  of  GatM  and 
his  fellow  conspirators,  promptly  acquiesced  In  the  scheme  and  on  Jnnu.ry  a  v.n 
nominated  Lafayette  to  command  the  expedition  with  Conway  and  John  Stark  u  bu 
lieutenants.  Young  as  he  was,  Lafayette  was  not  led  away  by  thin  Icnipilnn  bid  upon 
his  military  ambition  and  for  military  glory.  He  declined  the  command  until  be  b.-«rd 
from  Washington  and  unless  the  Baron  DeKalb  who  was  Conway's  senior,  win  »»- 
signed  second  in  command:  "  I  would  rather  it  should  be  you  than  another,"  wrote  to 
Lafayette  the  magnanimous  Washington  who  had  not  been  consulted  In'  any  way. 
either  in  regard  to  the  expedition  or  in  the  selection  of  ItB  commander. 

Lafayette  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  proceeded  to  York,  Pennsylvania,  where  Con- 
gress was  in  session,  for  his  orders.  Here  he  found  Gates,  the  hero  of  llio  bour.  aur- 
rounded  by  flatterers  and  sycophants,  willing  to  do  all  sorts  of  homage  to  ;;-  r 

of  a  great  British  army.     Never  was  a  youngster  welcomed   with   more  i 

treated  with  more  cordiality  and  conviviality.    Before  Gates  was  spread  all  .3 

that  an  epicure  craves.    Washington  in  this  assemblage  was  Ignored.    His  nuuie  woa  not 
mentioned.    Lafayette,  sensible  and  intelligent  and  excessively  loyal  to  his  chief.  rou;i 
not  help  but  contrast  the  sumptuously  laden  table  before  him  with  the  hard  fn 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  share  during  the  winter  at  Valley  Forge  wlih  WukI. 
Gates  was  disposed  to  make  the  rashest  sort  of  promises.     Lafayette  was  to  I" 
3,000  regulars  at  Albany;  he  was  to  be  assisted  by  the  Board  of  War  in  every  ; 

way  to  make  his  triumph  complete.    He  was  toasted  and  flattered  by  the  wine  eui : 

revellers  who  predicted  for  him  a  glorious  success.  The  young  Frenchman  wan  not 
deceived  by  these  blandishments.  Wine  was  flowing  freely  and  toasts  were  given  en- 
thusiastically in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  times.  But  Lafayette  never  lost 
his  head  or  the  sense  of  the  proprieties.  Patient  and  placid,  he  waited  until  the  revtUry 
came  to  an  end,  his  orders  were  placed  in  his  hands  and  the  time  arrived  f. 
He  calmly  arose,    elevated  his  glass  while  every  officer  in   the  room  si' 

upon  his  words:  "I  have  a  toast  to  propose,  gentlemen,  that  In  the  generou„  -- ^:.i 

of  the  occasion  has  been  overlooked.     I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  you:  The  Com> 
mander-in-chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States." 

A  bolt  of  lightning  could  not  have  startled  the  company  more.  All  were  surprlixd; 
a  few  touched  their  lips  to  the  glass  while  several  churlishly  set  their  wine  on  the 
table  untasted.  Before  they  recovered  their  self  possession  the  chivalrous  young  »ol- 
dier  bowed  politely  to  the  assembled  host  and  took  his  departure. 

The  expedition  proved  to  be  a  rank  failure.  Lafayette  who  had  predicted  •'  ■•  "  -  -I'-l 
be  "as   famous  as  the  secret  expedition  against  Rhode  Island"   found   u;  k 

Albany    that  no    preparations    had  been    made  for  him,    that  the    Judi-' 
thoroughly   well    Informed   generals    as    Schuyler,    Arnold   and    Lincoln    ■  « 

opinion  of  Washington's  committee  In  camp  at  Valley  Forge  who  hnd  <1  •' 

the  scheme,  and  on  March  28.  Washington  ordered  Lafayette  to  return  to  '^  ' 

to  command  a  division.    A  similar  order  was  transmitted  to  DeKalb.    Coi  • 

with  the  command  at  Albany  but  in  a  short  time,  he  was  ordered  to  Join  .  • 

forces  in  the  Highlands. 

This  lamentable  fizzle  settled  the  fate  of  Gates'  Board  of  War.    Congr< :  1    .-  l 

from  its  dream.    Gates  and  Mifflin  were  removed  from  the  Board.    The  fornipr  » 
to  command  the  forts  on  the  Hudson  and  reminded  that  he  must  not  forget   t 
to  the  commander  in  chief.     Conway  taking  a  fancied  slight,  sent  bit  r. 
Congress  which  accepted  it  with  an  alacrity  that  bewildered  Conway.    A 
later  Conway  fought  a  duel  with  General  Cadwallader.  wna  da:  ' 

believing  he  was  on  his  death  bed  he  wrote  a  most  humble  and  ; 

ington.    He  recovered,  returned  to  France,  and  American  hlslo;..   ~ ■ 

—State  HistoriaNo 


7U  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

foot  (to  which  I  suppose  you  Sir,  are  no  stranger)  which  will  re- 
quire great  exertions  in  our  department,  particularly  in  having 
a  number  of  axes  made  in  a  very  short  time,  for  the  greatest 
part  of  which  iron  is  yett  wanting,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  beg 
your  Excellency  would  use  your  influence  with  Mr.  Livingston  to 
lett  the  public  be  first  supply'd,  especially  at  this  present  time 
when  so  much  depends  on  it. 

Mr.  Sickles  the  bearer  of  this  will  carry  your  letter  to  Mr. 
Livingston,  or  obey  any  other  commands  you  are  pleas'd  to  give 
him. 

I  arrived  from  Skeensborough  a  few  days  agoe.  About  thirty 
sleighs  are  gone  after  the  Cannon,  but  the  ice  will  not  permitt 
bringing  away  the  heavy  pieces  as  yett,  as  soon  as  I  think  it  will 
depend  on  the  most  speedy  and  proper  method  being  taken  for 
bringing  them  here. 

A  list  of  Iron  wanted  for  the  Q.  M.  G.  at  Albany:  Iron  wanted: 
Three  Tons  of  rod  iron  sorted;  six  do  common  flatt  sorted;  two 
do  square  iron;  five  do  ax  iron. 

The  ax  iron,  or  at  least  a  part  of  it,  to  be  forwarded  as  soon 
as  possible,  [the]*  rest  to  be  sent  before  the  sleighing  is  [over].* 
The  rod  iron  is  to  be  slitt  at  Col.  Fa—  *mill  to  which  place  the 
iron  is  to  be  sent  for  that  purpose.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 
the  utmost  respect.  Honoured  Sir,  Your  most  obed't  humble  Se't, 

Udny  Hay. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.,  Governor  of  the  State  of 

N.  York,  Poughkeepsie. 


Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  1st  Instant  &  I  am  con- 
cerned to  learn  that  you  meet  with  any  Difficulty  in  procuring 
the  necessary  Supply  of  Iron,  which  the  public  Service  requires. 

•MSS.    torn. 
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I  haye  furnished  Walter  Livingston,  Esqr.  with  a  Copy  of  th- 
List  of  Iron  wanted  containd  in  your  Lott.T  who  ha8  pnaniH.-.l 
to  WTite  to  his  Father,  the  Coh,.,  immediately  in  (ho  nu,M  pn-HH- 
ing  Manner  on  the  Subject  and  I  doubt  not  his  U^tu-r  will  hivo 
the  desired  Effect.     The  Price  of  (hal  a.li.I..  is  uu.Ht  extrava- 
gantly  high,  but  the  public  however  reluctantly  must  give  what 
it  is  sold  for  to  Individuals  or  we  cant  expect  to  be-  Hupplied 
unless  by  Force;  were  we  impowered  it  w<.u!d  b,.  wrong  f„  ^^x-r 
cise  it,  as  in  the  End  it  woud  occasion  a  real  Scarcity.     I  fear 
you -are  much   Injured   for   Want   of  Money   in    vour    D.-pan 
ment.     I  know  it  to  be  the  Case  here,  without  whi.h  von  will 
always  find  great  Difficulties  in  obtaining  that  or  any  other 
article.  *  . 

I  am  pleased  to  find  that  we  are  likely  to  get  the  Cann.,n  to 
Albany.  The  Heaviest  are  of  most  Consequence  &  must  be  had. 
I  trust  when  they  arrive  at  Albany  you  will  hav  thi^n.  8(o<-k<Ml 
immediately.  I  received  a  line  from  Genl.  Lincoln  Concerning 
the  building  Gun  Boats  &c.  at  Albany  &  wish  not  how  soon  that 
Business  may  be  commenced  by  you.  I  am  vour  most  Ob»Mi't 
Serv't, 

[To  Col.  Hay.]  I  »•      J 


Another  Communication  from  Governor  Clinton  to  (hr  IxgixUturf. 

*Gentlemen,  With  this  Message,  will  be  di-livcred  to  yon  a 
Copy  of  a  Letter  I  have  lately  received  from  Jacob  CuyK-r.  Esq; 
Deputy  Commissarj'-G^neral  of  Purchases  for  the  Northern  De- 
partment, and  of  a  Letter,  this  Moment  received,  from  Major- 
General  Heath,  on  the  same  Subject,  which,  from  th.-ir  Ini{K>rt- 
ance,  I  doubt  not  will  meet  your  early  Attention. 

I  have  also  to  lay  before  your  Ilonju-ablf  House,  Copies  of 
Letters  w^hich  I  have  lately  reo^ivcd  fnmi  tlic  ("liairnian  of  ihr 
Committee  of  Ulster  County,  and  to  recommend  to  the  I^egisla- 
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ture  for  their  Relief,  as  well  the  distressed  Families  of  such  indi- 
gent Persons,  referred  to  in  the  said  Letters,  as  of  such  others, 
who  were  killed  or  made  Captives,  fighting  in  Defence  of  their 
Country,  at  Fort  Montgomery. 

Please  also  to  receive  herewith,  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress, 
of  the  29th  December  last,  lately  transmitted  to  me  by  his  Ex- 
cellency the  President,  for  bringing  to  Punishment,  such  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  any  of  the  United  States,  as  shall, be  taken  in 

Arms  against  the  same. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Poughkeepsie,  February  3,  1778. 


[No.  1049.] 

The  Massachusetts  Board  of  War  Asks  Pei-viission  to  Tranfiport 
1,000  Barrels  of  Flour  to  Boston. 

War  Office  Boston  Febru.  5,  1778. 

Gentlemen,  This  State  being  in  want  of  Flour  have  contracted 
with  William  Smith  of  Fishkill,  in  your  State,  Esqr.  for  One 
thousand  Barrels,  to  be  deliverd  in  Boston,  provided  leave  can 
be  obtain'd  from  your  honors  for  him  to  send  the  same. 

The  Board  of  War  would,  therefore,  request  the  Favor  that 
Mr.  Smith  may  have  Liberty  to  send  the  same. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servants, 

Sam  Phps  Savage,  Pres't. 
By  Order  of  the  Board. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Gov'r;  the  Hon'le  Senators 

and  House  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York;  Or  the 

Hon'le  the  Council  of  Safety  of  said  State. 
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[No.  1050.] 
The  Poughkeepsie  Jail  Crowded  with  HUite  rrisoncrs. 

Poughkeepsie  5  Febry.  177S. 

Sir,  I  rec'd  your  Letters  with  the  prisoners  yesterday  Con- 
veyed to  this  place  and  ordered  them  Confined  accordingly;  one 
other  prisoner  who  was  sent  to  this  place  yesterday  under  Cuard 
of  a  Serjent  for  Confinement  during  the  war.  I  am  iimler  the 
Necessity  of  returning,  from  the  extreme  fullness  of  the  Goal, 
occasioned  in  a  great  measure  form  the  arrival  of  the  state 
prisoners  from  Hartford  and  New  Hampshire  to  which  place 
they  were  sent  on  the  Enemy's  coming  up  the  North  River  last 
October.  .,^uj2L 

I  would  advise  you  to  send  the  fellows  returned  lu  you  and 

such  others  as  you  may  have  occasion  to  Confine  in  future  to  the 

Goal  at  Goshen,  in  Orange  County,  in  which  I  have  reason  to 

belive  there  is  more  Room  &  it  is  stronger.     As  soon  as  I  possibly 

can  I  will  wait  upon  you  in  the  Highlands. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Major  Genl.  Putnam. 


[No.  1051.] 
Regarding  the  Exchange  of  Officers  Captured  at  Fort  Montgomery. 

Poughkeepsie  6th  Feb'y  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  In  Consequence  of  a  Line  I  had  the  Pleasure  of  receiv- 
ing from  you  Dated  at  Hartford,  I  proposed  an  Exchange  of  Col- 
onels Barton  &  Lawrence  &  Major  Hudson  for  Colos.  Allison  & 
MacClaghry  taken  at  Fort  Montgomery  &  Major  Hatfield  taken 
at  Montresors  Island.  And  tho  I  have  not  yet  been  notified  that 
such  Exchange  will  be  consented  to  by  the  Enemy  It  gives  me 
pain  to  hear  that  Lawrence  has  been  suffered  to  go  into  the  City, 
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as  I  suppose  it  must  be  in  View  to  exchange  him  for  some  other 
Officer,  which  if  affected  &  my  Proposals  shoud  be  acceeded  to  by 
Ihe  Enemy  it  will  be  out  of  my  Power  to  fulfill  the  Engagement  on 
my  Part.  Least  therefore  Colo.  Barton  &  Hudson  may  also  be  suf- 
fered to  go  in  &  proposed  to  be  exchanged  for  any  other  Officers 
I  must  begg  you  will  write  to  your  State  to  prevent  it,  the  more 
fully  to  warrant  which  I  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  29th  Dec'r  past  respecting  Prisoners  which  I  received  from 
the  Presid't  of  Congress  a  few  Days  since.  I  am  with  much  es- 
teem Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  Clinton. 
[To  Gen.  Parsons.] 


[No.  1052.] 

A  Committee  to  Procure  Artificers  to  Secure  the  Defences  of  the 
\  Hudson. 

Poughkeepsie  6th  Feb'y  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  the  Honor  of  inclosing  you  a  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of 
the  Senate  (a  similar  one  being  aliso  passed  by  the  Assembly)  by 
which  you  will  please  to  observe  you  are  appointed  together  with 
Major  Strang  &  Henry  Wisner  Esqr.  to  assist  in  obtaining  such 
artificers  &  Materials  as  may  be  necessary  for  accomplishing  the 
Security  of  Hudsons  River. 

I  am  therefore  most  earnestly  to  request  that  you  will  immed- 
iately take  upon  yourself  the  Execution  of  that  Important  Busi- 
ness in  which  your  Country  is  so  much  Interested  and  that  for 
Ibis  Purpose  you  will  without  Delay  repair  to  Genl.  Putnam's 
Head  Quarters  West  Point. 
Major  Strang, 

I  woud  only  begg  Leave  to  add  that  this  Businesfi  will  lead  you 
to  Albany  where  I  expect  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  continue 
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the  greater  Part  of  the  Time  you  will  be  imploy.-d,  which  uiiiHt  Ik- 
agreable  to  Mrs.  Wynkoop  iV:  of  Couisc  a  furtluT  IiMlinciiM'nt  to 
you  to  accept. 

With  Compliments  to  the  Fainilly  I  n\u  uiih  -r.;it  H.^^ani  't  oiir 
most  Obed.  Serv't, 

(h'O.  Clinton. 
Colo.  Wynkoop. 


[No.  1053.] 

Orders  to  the  Commissaries  of    Clothiny    and    MiHUny  Stom  of 

Neio  York. 

Poughkeepsie  Gth  F<'b'y  1778. 
Sir,  The  Cloathing  in  your  Store  being  by  an  act  of  the  I>'gi» 
lature  of  this  State  made  issuable  on  my  order  only  for  the  U«e 
of  the  five  raised  R-egiments  therein,  I  am  to  request  that  on  Re- 
ceipt hereof  you  make  a  perfect  Return  to  me  of  the  dilTerent 
Articles  now  remaining  in  your  Possession  together  with  a  par- 
ticular Account  of  what  you  have  heretofore  from  Time  to  Time 
delivered  out  for  the  Use  of  said  Regiments  with  the  Dates  of  the 
Delivery  that  I  may  be  inabled  so  to  accommodate  my  Drafts 
as  to  do  the  different  Regiments  Justice  in  Futun-.     I  am  }our 

most  Obed't  Serv't, 

(jt'o.  Clinton. 

If  any  further  Supply  of  Cloaihiug  is  expected   in,  you   will 

mention  of  what  it  will  consist  &  when  expected. 

To  Mr.  Heny,  Com'y  of  Cloathing  for  the  State  of  New  York. 


Poughkeepsie  Gth  Fib'y  1778. 

Sir,  The  Military  Stores  of  this  State  under  your  Care  bi-ing  by 

an  Act  of  the  Legislature  made  issuable  by  my  order  only  I  am  to 

request  that  you  will  on  Receipt  hereof  make  me  a  pt-rfict  lU*- 

turn  thereof  describing  the  Places  where  the  same  is  stored  to- 
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getber  with  an  Account  of  what  has  been  heretofore  issued,  when 

&  to  whom.     I  woud  just  mention  to  you  that  great  Part  of  the 

amunition  you  delivered  to  Mr.  Mavins  the  Conductor  of  Military 

Stores  is  yet  in  his  Possession  &  you  shoud    have  it  returned  to 

you.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Colo.   Lather. 


[No.  1054.] 

Prompt  and  Complete  Military  Returns  Ordered  from  Ntw  York 
Regimental  Commanders. 

Pougbkeepsie  6th  February  1778. 

Sir,  His  Excellency  the  Governor  orders  that  you  immediately 
make  a  perfect  Return  to  him  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  under 
your  Command;  and  he  further  desires  that  you  will  return  the 
Names  of  the  oflScers  as  they  now  stand  and  point  out  to  him 
such  Vacancies  as  are  in  the  Regiment  &  the  Persons  most  proper 
in  your  Oppinion  &  that  of  the  other  Field  OflBcers  to  fill  them. 
In  doing  of  this,  there  must  not  be  any  Delay  as  the  Council  is 
ready  to  proceed  to  the  Appointment  of  Military  Officers  for  the 
State  &  only  wait  for  such  Information  as  will  enable  them  to  fix 
on  the  most  fit  men  sustaining  the  best  Character.  I  am  Sir  (By 
his  Excellency's  command)  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Rich'd  Hatfield. 
A  Number  of  Copies  to  be  made  by  R.  H. 

Major  New  Kerk  of  Colo.  McClaghry'a  Regt.;  Colo.  Hasbrouck 
New  Burgh;  Lieut.  Colo.  Thustin  Goshen;  Colo.  Woodhull 
Bloomengrove  Orange  County;  Colo.  Heathorn  Warwick  Do;  by 
Major  Moffatt; 

Colo.  Pauling  Hurly  Ulster  County;  Colo.  Sn3'der;  Colo.  Brinck- 
erhooff;  Colo.  Fields  Oblong;  Colo.  Ludington;  Colo.  Sutherland; 
Colo.  Umphrey;  Colo.  Hay  20th  Feb'y  1778. 
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The  Governor  Brings  the  Yermunl  (,huntu,H  t„  th    \tUntion  o/  th< 

Lcyislatuir. 

*aentlemen  of  the  Assembly,  You  will  ixm-ivi',  from  the 
Papers  herewith  delivered  to  yon,  tli<*  unhappy  Situation  of  the 
good  Subjects  of  this  State  in  the  eastorn  District ;  opprciwcd  by 
the  unwarrantable  Proceedings  of  a  Number  of  Pithoiw,  who  bav»? 
combined  to  effect  a  Separation  of  I  hat  C(»iinty  from  ihi»  State, 
they  demand  your  Protection  and  Interposition.  A  due  Attention 
to  this  Subject  is  of  the  last  Importance;  and  I  tlattcr  myBelf, 
you  will,  without  Delay,  adopt  such  Measures,  for  the  Kestoration 
of  Order  and  good  Government  in  that  District,  as  Justice  may 
dictate,  and  the  Honor  of  the  State  require. 

You  will  also,  herewith  receive  a  Copy  of  tiie  i'ruceediuijs  of 

the  late  Convention  at  New-Haven,  for  regulating  the  Prices  of 

Labour,  &c.  which  was  delivered  to  me  by  one  of  the  Commis-sion- 

ers,  deputed  to  that  Convention  by  this  Stale. 

Geo.  ClintoiL 
Poughkeepsie,  February  G,  1778. 


[No.  1055.] 

William  Miller,  Prisoner,  Sends  the  Governor  a  List  of  His  Feiloic 
Sufferers  Confined  in  New  York. 

Provost  Goal  Februa  ve  «»th  177S. 

Sir;  I  have  this  Day  had  the  Honour  of  A  Small  Conference 

with  the  Comasary  General  of  Prisoners  for  the  I'nited  States 

of  America  &  had  The  Mortifycation  to  find  I  Did  not  full  Fnder 

his  Department;  being  Deemed    A    State    Prisoner   And    what 

Renders  me  More  Obnoctious  ifl  Serving  as  Chairman  of  the  (>)m- 

mittee  of  West  Chester  County,  As  that  Service  was  not  of  my 
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Seeking  but  Solecited  To  it  by  my  Conntery  Men  I  Now  Look  Up 
to  them  for  Relief.  And  as  the  Above  Gentle-Man  has  Informed 
me  that  each  State  is  To  Take  Care  of  Their  own  Prisoners  And 
as  You  Excel  in  the  State  of  New  York  I  Take  the  freedom  of 
Troubleiug  you  with  These^  my  Incorect  Lines,  Praying  for  As- 
sistance, And  all  Assistance  Afforded  me  by  my  Countery  men 
Shall  be  ever  Greatfully  Acknowledged  as  well  as  the  Ilonour- 
able  Appointment  of  Committee  Man. 

You  will  Readily  agree  that  To  be  Taken  from  Wife  and  Chil- 
dren and  keept  in  Goal  Ten  Months,  Scarcely  having  an  Oper- 
t unity  to  hear  from  them  is  Disagreeable,  but  to  me  That  is  Noth- 
ing when  Compared  with  my  Present  Sircumstances;  Poverty,  in 
Course  Dispised.  As  there  is  a  number  Confined  with  me  I  in- 
close A  List  of  the  whole  for  Consideration  And  have  the  Honour 
to  be  Envy'd  for  my  Vigilence  and  Your  Excelency's  Very  Humbl. 

Servant, 

Wm.  Miller. 

His  Excelency  George  Clinton  Govournor  General  Commander  & 

Chief  of  The  State  of  New  York. 
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[Xo.  1056.] 

FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  HUDSON. 

General  Putnam  Puts  a  Xuryiher  of  Pertinent  Questions  and  George 
Clinton  Answers  Them  in  True  iliUtary  Style. 

[February  —  1778.] 

Questions  proposed  from  Genl.  Putnam  to  Governor  Clinton. 

•1 — Where  and  in  what  manner  is  the  Fort  to  be  Built  on  West 
Point? 

2 — Was  it  the  Intention  of  the  Council  of  Safety  or  Convention 
of  this  state,  that  the  different  Committees  should  grant  Flags 
when,  and  to  whom  they  please  without  Consulting  the  Com- 
mander Officer  of  the  Department? 

3 — Is  it  expected  that  Mr.  Moore  should  have  permission  to 
Remove  from  where  he  now  Livee  into  Robiiifion's  housef  «ic  taJ^e 

*Tbe  aumbers  to  tbe  queetions  and  to  the  answers  are  inserted  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience. 

t Beverly  took  its  name  from  its  owner  Col.  Beverly  Robinson,  vbo  was  tbe  son  of  tbe 
Hon.  Jobn  Robinson  of  Virginia,  at  one  time  president  of  tbat  colony.  Beverly  Robin- 
son, on  a  visit  to  New  York,  fell  in  love  wiib  Susanna,  daugbter  of  Frederick  Pbilipsd 
of  Yonkers,  one  of  tbe  lords  of  tbe  manor,  and  one  of  wbose  daugbters  bad  rejected  no 
less  a  person  tban  George  Washington.  Vast  estates  came  to  tbe  young  people.  Tbeir 
country  seat  was  situated  two  miles  soutb  of  West  Point,  on  tbe  east  bank  of  tbe 
river,  a  Large,  low,  rambllDg,  wooden  structure,  maintained  in  tbe  best  style  of  tbe 
day,  renowned  for  miles  around  for  its  unsparing  bospitality,  for  its  delicious  fruits, 
rare  flowers  and  plants. 

Wben  bostilities  began  between  England  and  her  dependencies,  Robinson  was  living  at 
Beverly,  and  publicly  announced  tbat  be  preferred  to  live  tbe  life  of  a  quiet  country 
gentleman.  He  opposed  tbe  measures  of  tbe  Britisb  Ministry,  gave  up  tbe  use  of  im- 
ported fabrics,  and  clothed  himself  and  his  family  in  domestic  manufactures.  Eventu- 
ally, however,  be  entered  tbe  military  service  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  commissioned 
Colonel  of  tbe  Loyal  American  Regiment,  which  was  principally  raised  in  New  York. 
His  prominence  was  recognized  by  tbe  several  Britisb  commanders  in  chief,  who  con- 
tinually called  bis  services  into  play  in  matters  of  diplomacy.  He  commanded  part  of 
tbe  British  forces  that  captured  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery.  Uis  estates  were 
early  confiscated,  and  Beverly  became  the  headquarters  of  tbe  American  generals  who 
successively  commanded  in  the  Highlands. 

Robinson  was  thoroughly  informed  of  Arnold's  treason,  from  its  inception.  Tbe  "Mr. 
B."  mentioned  in  Arnold's  note  to  Andre,  of  date  August  30,  ITSu,  is  unquestionably 
Beverly  Robinson.  This  incident  Indicates  tbat  Robinson  had  been  working  on  the 
matter  since  July  30,  five  days  before  Arnold  assumed  command  at  West  Point.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  treasonable  correspondence.  Major  Jobn  Andre,  Adjutant  General 
of  the  Bnlish  army,  had  represented  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  it  seems  natural  eno\igb 
wben  the  time  for  decisive  action  should  come  and  a  personal  interview  should  be 
necessary  to  arrange  tbe  details  to  bring  about  that  action,  tbat  Arnold  should  desire 
to  deal  with  Andre,  rather  than  with  a  man  less  conversant  with  tbe  conditions,  and 
the  facts.  Accordingly  Arnold  requested  that  Mr.  John  Anderson,  a  bearer  of 
despatches  from  New  York,   should  meet  him  at  a  cavalry   outpost  weU  within  our 
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possession  of  the  Farm  in  Lieu  of  his  own  which  is  wanted  for  th..* 
army? 

4 — Who  is  to  make  application  for  the  nood  iii<-n  tliat  the  U-ti'in- 
lature  of  this  state  tliinlis  ought  to  be  employ 'd  in  D.f.  r,,..  <.f 
Hudsons  River,  and  when  are  they  to  be  apply'd  for? 

lines,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson,  between  Salem  and  North  Canile.  Sir  Utnry 
Clinton's  parting  and  emphatic  instructions  to  Andre  prohibited  blm  from  entvrlnc  tb« 

American  lines  or  changing  bis  uniform. 

Accordingly  Andre  cleverly  notified  Arnold  that  he  would  meet  him  i.'    •  ".  rry 

the  following  Sunday,  Sept.  10th,  at  noon.    Arnold  left  West  Point  Satu  .n. 

spent  the  night  at  Joshua  Hett  Smith's  house  on  the  west  bank  of  il.     two 

miles  and  a  half  south  of  Stony  Point  on  the  Haverstraw  road,  and  Suiidny  morning 
started  down  the  river  to  Dobbs  Ferry,  where  Andre  and  Beverly  Robin»on  were 
awaiting  his  arrival.  But  the  good  fortune  that  has  invariably  attended  the  UnltM 
States  at  every  crisis  in  its  history,  was  present  then,  and  Arnold  was  forrod  to  rMuro 
to  West  Point,  because  of  the  heavy  Are  which  was  opened  upon  his  1 1  tnh 

gunboats   that  were   at  anchor  off  Dobbs   Ferry.    Robinson   has   been    !.  .bl» 

for  this  fiasco,  for  an  ounce  of  thought  would  have  obviated  such  ao  ■  Up 

to  this  time  the  conspirators  had  had  plain  sailing,  but  now  a  compl.  «>4 

them.    Washington  was  daily  expected  in  the  neighborhood.    Arnold  w;.  'to 

go  beyond  the  American  lines  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  refused  to  permit  Andre  to  mert 
Arnold  elsewhere  than  on  neutral  territory  or  on  a  British  deck.  For  several  days  iha 
negotiations  were  in  the  air.  Sept.  13,  however,  Arnold  ordered  Major  Benjamin  Tnll- 
madge,  who  commanded  the  American  outer  post,  to  bring  Anderson  to  bira  should 
he  present  himself.  The  following  day,  Robinson  sailed  up  the  Hudson  im  the  Vulturr. 
whose  commander  bad  been  taken  into  the  secret.  On  the  seventeenth  Robinson 
artfully  transmitted  intelligence  to  Arnold  by  flag,  that  he  was  within  call,  and 
desired  an  interview.  Arnold  received  this  message  while  entertaining  a  dinner  party 
in  the  picturesque  dining  hall  of  Beverly — the  old  home  of  Uie  man  who  madr  tho 
request.  He  glanced  over  it,  put  it  in  his  pocket  and  casually  mentioned  Its  purport. 
Honest  John  Lamb,  then  a  colonel,  and  Arnold's  second  In  rommimd.  prot«»jited 
against  the  meeting,  his  judgment  receiving  the  indorsement  of  the  Commnndor  In 
chief,  to  whom  Arnold  read  Robinson's  communication  the  following  evcnlnit  wh^n  be 
joined  Washington  at  the  King's  Ferry. 

Arnold  had  gone  down  the  river  to  meet  his  chief  who  bad  left  bis  camp  at  New 
Bridge  in  New  Jersey,  September  18.  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  th«>  Frenrh 
commanders  at  Hartford.  Arnold  escorted  Washington  from  the  Klnx's  Ferry  to 
Peekskill,  where  preparations  had  been  made  for  their  reception  and  ent<riiilinnnil. 
Here  they  passed  the  night  of  September  18th.  The  following  morning  th«-y  g'-parated. 
Washington  proceeding  to  the  eastward,  and  Arnold  to  Robinson's  hous-v  Tin  ^aro^l 
day,  Arnold  erroneously  dates  the  letter  September  18th,  Arnold  wrote  Robinson  that 
he  had  left  Washington  that  morning,  that  Washington  advised  blm  to  avoid  sc«ltiic 
Robinson;  but  that  he  would  "  send  a  person  to  Dobbs  Ferry  or  on  board  tho  Vullur*. 
Wednesday  night,  the  20lh  inst,  and  furnish  bim  with  a  boat  and  a  flajt  of  irur*." 
He  further  stated:  "  to  avoid  censure,  this  matter  must  be  conducted  with  tha 
greatest  secrecy."  In  a  postscript  he  warned  Robinson  that  Washington  «■■ 
expected  "  to  lodge  here  on  Saturday  night  next  "  Sept.  23. 

Concealed  within  this  letter  to  Robinson  were  two  notes  of  a  t 
acter,  signed  "  Gustavus  "  to  "John  Anderson:"  "  September  I.' 
at   noon,    agreeably    to    your   request,    I    attempted    to   go    to    D«>l 

prevented  by  the  armed  boats  of  the  enemy,  which  fired  upon  u^.  a:..i  i  .  <.:.i  i.-i.ni 
opposite  the  Ferry  till  sunset.  ,  w     .  . 

"  The  foregoing  letter  was  written  to  caution  you  not  to  mention  your  t'uslnoas  m 
Colonel  Sheldon,  or  any  other  person.  I  have  no  (onf.dant.  I  have  made  one  loo 
many  already,   who  has  prevented  some  profitable  speculutlons. 

"  I  will  send  a  person  in  whom  you  can  confide  by  water  to  tr'^t  T'">  «'  .^''"•,," 
Ferrv   at    the    landing   on    the   east    side,    on    Wednesdny    the   ^'t  »'• 

conduct  you  to  a  place  of  safety,  where  I  will  meet  you     It  will  -ou 

to  be  disguised,   and,    if  the  enemy's  boats  are  there.    It  will   fa-.  in* 

person  is  not  suspected  by  them.  If  I  do  not  hear  from  you  before  ynu  u.n,  ^-i-nfl 
on  the  person's  being  punctual  at  the  place  above  mentioned. 


TiTi  Public  Papeks  of  Georgb  Clinton. 

5 — Who  would  you  Recommend  to  have  the  Direction  of  mak- 
ing and  Sinking  the  Chevaux  de  frise? 


•■  My  partner,  of  whom  I  hinted  In  a  former  letter,  has  about  ten  thousand  pounds 
cash  in  hand  ready  for  a  speculation  if  any  should  offer,  which  appears  profitable.  I 
have  also  one  thousand  pounds  on  hand,  and  can  collect  fifteen  hundred  more  in  two  or 
three  davs.  Add  to  this  I  have  some  credit.  From  those  hints  you  may  judge  of  the 
purchase' that  can  be  made.  I  cannot  be  more  explicit  at  present.  Meet  me  if  possible. 
Vou  may  rest  assured,  that,  if  there  is  no  danger  in  passing  your  lines,  you  will  be 
perfectly  safe  where  I  propose  a  meeting,  of  which  you  shall  be  informed  on 
Wednesday  evening,  if  you  think  proper  to  be  at  Dobb's  Ferry.  Adieu,  and  be  assured 
of  the  friendship  of  Gustavus." 

In  the  meantime  Robinson  had  notified  Arnold  of  his  determination  to  remain  on 
board  the  Vulture;  and  Andre  wrote  Robinson  directing  him  and  Captain  Sutherland  of 
the  Vulture  to  drop  down  to  Dobbs  Ferry,  and  there  await  his  arrival.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  in  bidding  adieu  to  Andre  whom  he  regarded  in  the  tender  light  of  a  son, 
impressed  every  precaution  that  an  experienced  soldier  would  Impress  upon  the  mind 
of  an  enthusiastic  youth,  and  above  all,  warned  him  against  changing  his  uniform, 
penetrating  the  enemy's  lines  or  receiving  papers. 

Audre  started  from  New  York  for  Dobbs  Ferry  in  the  early  morning  of  the  20th. 
Tht  Vulture  lay  off  Teller's  Point  and  as  the  tide  was  running  flood,  Andre  continued 
on  and  boarded  the  man  of  war  about  seven  o'clock  that  night.  Nothing  had  been 
heard  from  Arnold;  and  Capt.  Sutherland,  and  Robinson  insisted  that  Andre  should 
remain  all  night.  Feverish  with  impatience,  Andre  reluctantly  complied,  but  reported 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  under  date  of  September  21.  But  the  day  before,  occurred  an 
Incident  which,  though  trivial  in  itself,  was  fraught  with  the  most  momentous  results 
to  this  country.  Several  "  Skinners  "  as  the  marauders  in  Westchester  who  were 
friendly  to  America  were  called,— in  contradistinction  to  the  English  sympathizers  of 
the  same  propensities  who  were  termed  "  Cowboys  " — had  come  down  to  the  shore  at 
Teller's  Point  and  run  up  a  white  flag.  Robinson  interpreted  the  act  as  a  signal  from 
Arnold.  Accordingly  a  ship's  boat  was  put  out.  Before  it  reached  land,  it  waa 
treacherously  fired  upon  in  violation  of  all  rules  of  war.  Sutherland  formally  com- 
plained to  Arnold. 

In  the  meantime  Arnold  had  made  other  plans.  He  had  determined  that  the  meeting 
with  Andre  should  take  place  within  the  American  lines  and  had  selected  Joshua  Hett 
Smith's  house.  And  in  this  connection  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  say  that  all  of  Smith's 
testimony  should  be  weighed  and  accepted  with  liberal  margins  of  allowance.  The 
conspiracy  blasted,  one  of  the  ringleaders  in  the  bands  of  the  enemy,  his  own  perfidy 
known  and  himself  in  captivity,  the  law  of  self-preservation  became  his  guiding  star, 
and  all  other  considerations  were  subordinated  to  that  law.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  Arnold  made  his  plans  on  Tuesday,  the  nineteenth  of  September,  the  day  he  left 
Washington  at  Peekskill,  for  on  this  same  day,  Smith  called  at  the  Robinson  House 
on  his  way  home  from  Fishkill  whence  he  had  taken  his  family  on  a  visit.  Mr.  Sparks 
fixes  the  date  at  Sept.  14  or  15,  when  Arnold  met  his  wife  on  her  arrival  at  Smith's. 
But  at  that  time  Arnold  was  not  in  possession  of  Washington's  programme  and  Andre's 
movements  were  full  of  uncertainty.  On  the  nineteenth,  however,  Arnold  knew  he  had 
four  days  In  which  to  operate  before  Washington  returned  and  he  had  already  notified 
Andre  of  his  intention  to  send  a  messenger.  The  absence  of  Smith's  family  at  the 
time  was  but  a  coincidence  which  Arnold  utilized  but  which  he  did  not  suggest.  Smith's 
claim  that  Arnold  brought  the  papers  to  his  house  at  Haverstraw  will  not  bear 
examination  In  view  of  all  the  facts.  It  Is  certain,  however,  that  on  the  day  Arnold 
elected  to  meet  Andre,  Arnold  supplied  Smith  with  the  necessary  papers  at  the 
Robinson  House  and  gave  him  a  pass  for  himself  and  "  Mr.  John  Anderson,  who  Is 
with  him  and  his  two  servants,  to  pass  and  repass  the  guards  near  King's  Ferry  at  all 
times."  On  the  morning  of  Thursday  the  21st,  ascertaining  that  the  connection  had 
not  been  made,  and  fearing  that  Andre  might  refuse  to  proceed  further  than  Dobbs 
Ferry,  he  issued  an  additional  pass  for  Smith  "  to  go  to  Dobbs  Ferry  with  three  men 
and  a  boy  with  a  flag  to  carry  some  letters  of  a  private  nature  for  gentlemen  in  New 
York  and  to  return  immediately."  A  postscript  read:  "  He  has  permission  to  go  at 
■U'-h  hoiirs  and  times  as  the  tide  and  his  business  permits." 

Toward  midnight  of  the  21st  of  September,  Joshua  Ilett  Smith  started  for  the 
Vulture  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  Andre  a<ihore.  The  oars  of  the  boat  were  muffled 
with  sheepskin,  tho  sky  was  clear,  the  stars  shone  brightly,  the  water  was  calm  and 
unruffled ,  as  the  distance  of  twelve  miles  between  the  King's  Ferry  and  Teller's  Point 
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6-Where  are  Shells  f,.,-  n..  n.ort.rs,  and  Shot  for  th.  Cannon 
to  be  had? 


^as  covered.    Smith  was  shewn  Into  the  cabin  of  th«  VuUuf.  and  .«...  „    , 
col    Robmson  to  "  Mr.  Anderson.-  who  wore  the  full  uniform  of  "J. 
neath   a   blue   travelling  coat.    The   party   left  the   Vultur.   «M    ,,  .,. 

Long  Clove   '   on   the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson     five  i. 
s.x  miles  south   of  Stony   Point,    and   two  miles  Bouth  .,' 
protested   against   going  ashore,    and   had   cndoavor.-!    • 
When  the  boat  struck  the  beach.  Smith  left  It  and  ^• 
brush   and  the  darkness,    found  Arnold   at  tho  apj.., 
trees.    Arnold   expressed    regret    that    Robinson   had    m,i   rpu.e     but    • 
show  Andre  to  his  presence.    This  conference,   appropriately  enouKb  ' 
of    the    darkness    of   the    blackest    midnight,    continued    for    i^ver.!    l,o;.r.      U  .a    .h' 
approach   of   dawn,    the   boat   .as   sent   back  to   the    Vulture  alT A^ol  .ni  J^rl 
proceeded  on  horseback  to  Smith's  house.    The  challenge  of  «  .cntr,  -  .r.Ji   Andr, 

tr AmraVunt"^'"  '''  "'^  "■"  ^""^  '''  "^-"'-  '"-"--  ^^  -  ---- 
The  ill-luck  that  had  pursued  Andre  from  the  beglnnlDK  of  thin  wrc  bed  bu.io,^ 
pursued  him  even  now.  The  position  of  tho  Vulture  had  been  rc^nrdrd  ..  »  ,•.•..: 
by  the  patriotic  inhabitants  on  the  east  bank  of  the  IIud«on  and  Col  U, 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  four-pounder  cannon,  which  he  convoyed  to  0» 
At  daylight  cf  the  22nd.  he  opened  a  vicious  Hro.  and  he  forced  the  vr...  i  .„  .,.  „ 
down  the  stream.    Andre,   from  a  window  In   Smith's  house  a«w  tho  Vulture  ^.t.  ^u\ 

of  sight,  and  with  it  passed  every  hope  of  the  success  of  his  undnrtak  •  : .,|,. 

fast,    he  and  Arnold  repaired  to  an   upper  room   in  Smith's   bouse  ,,,, 

closeted  for  several  hours,   arranging  the  details  for  tho  surrendor  'of    .  •       m 

the  conclusion  of  the  interview.   Arnold  turned  over  to  Andro  all   the  p«i  . 

upon    this    important    post,    in    Arnold's    own    handwriting.    It    was    ihen     .. 

Andre  should  return  to  New  York,   piloted  by  Smith,  and  furthern.on.  that  Le  ^L^u'A 

accompany  Admiral  Rodney  and  General  Clinton  on  the  cxprdltu.n  which  waa  to  r«.alt 

m  the  fall  of  West  Point.    The  route,    the   place  of  debarkation     •' 

which  the  British  army  was  to  come— to  be  left  unprotected  by  A 

upon,  and  every  detail  was  arranged.    Even  the  great  chain  act.  , 

link  of  which  weighed  240  pounds,  was  to  be  weakened  in  order  t..  p.rn)U  the  pauac* 

of  Rodney's  fleet— a  link  having  been  withdrawn  under  pretence  of  making  a  rot>air. 

Before  10  A.  M.  of  the  22nd.  Arnold  bade  Andre  goodbye.  "  Beforo  we  parted  "  aari 
Andre.  "  some  mention  had  been  made  of  my  croselng  the  river  and  gcoc  aooiber 
route  but  I  objected  much  against  it  and  thought  It  was  iettlcd  that  In  th«  war  I 
came.  I  was  to  return." 

Arnold  suggested  that  Andre  should  exchange  his  uniform  for  another,  to  ».<■  •-.•..  '■•■■^ 
by  Smith,   a  proposition  to  which  Andre  finally  gave  reluctant  rnnarnt.    A' 
the  day  at  Smith's  house,  under  more  or  less  anxiety.    Smith  endcavorrd  t  r 

him  an  American  uniform,  but  at  the  same  time  absolutely  refuaed  to  '  r.»4 

of  rowing  down  to  the  Vulture.    Andre  was.  therefore,    roinpollod  to  «i.  \,itk 

by   land.    Smith  agreeing  to   accompany  him   to  the   British   outpoiit.  ,^4 

his    destination    to    be    Robinson's    house.    Just    as   tho    8un    wan    iii.V  ■    iba 

Haverstraw   mountains,    Smith,    accompanied   by   his   negro   servnnt.    i-.- ...;    .„   Um 

King's  Ferry  and  crossed  the  river  from  Stony  to  Verplanck'n  Point. 

Along  the  road  they  encountered  numbers  of  Smith's  ncqunlntancM  and  tbay  pn». 
ceeded  without  molestation  until  they  reached  Crompond.  where  a  avatlnel  of  a 
patrolling  party  challenged  them.  The  pass  signed  hv  Arnold  »ii<  pf»irt<^*^  and 
e.xamined  carefully  by  the   captain   in   command,   and  ««4 

to  proceed  on   their  way.    The  captain  however,   had  of 

travelling  at  night  in  that  vicinity,  and  greatly  to  As.;.-  •■• 

upon  spending  the  night  in  the  farm  house  of  Andreas  MIK.  , 

they  were  under  way  bright  and  early  following  the  roud   r 

They  obtained  breakfast  at  the  house  of  a  hospltahio  Dutch  wmiinu.  aftPt  »bii-h  i^initii 
divided  his  supply  of  paper  money  with  Andre  and  bade  bim  Roodbyo.  Willi  bit 
servant.  Smith  returned  to  Peekskill.  and  thence  to  KInhklll.  stopplnic  od  hU  "ay  al 
Beverly,  where  he  dined  with  General  Arnold,  and  made  a  roniplrle  r«por1  of  Mr 
Anderson's  progress. 


728  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

(General  Clinton'  answers): 

1st.  In  determining  on  the  particular  Spot  on  which  the  Fort 
is  to  be  built  on  West  Point  we  must  be  governed  by  the  make  of 
the  Ground.  The  nearer  the  Point  I  think  the  bctter,J  as  it  will 
effectually  cover  the  Water  Batteries  &  annoy  the  Enemy's  Ship- 
ping shoud  they  attempt  to  pass  the  Chain — besides  the  Works 
near  the  Edge  of  the  Bank  w  ill  be  more  defensible  &  easier  to  be 
compleated  than  if  at  distance  from  it.  It  shoud  be  built  con- 
sidering the  Short  Time  which  remains  to  do  it  in  that  Manner  in 
which  it  can  be  most  expeditiously  effected  either  by  Facing  it 
with  Timber  or  Facines  secured  by  Frames  like  Chandeliers  as 
the  latter  I  imagine  will  be  the  most  expeditious  &  it  can  when 
we  have  more  Leisure  be  faced  with  Sod  which  will  render  it 
durable. 


It  was  Andre's  misfortune  to  take  the  river  road  which  ran  through  Tarrytown. 
rather  than  the  road  that  led  through  White  Plains.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into 
the  well-known  details  of  his  capture  by  the  three  patriots,  John  Paulding,  David 
Williams  and  Isaac  Van  Wart,  and  of  his  trial  and  execution.  It  Is  only  necessary  to 
say  that  Arnold  was  at  breakfast  at  Beverly  when  the  news  of  Andre's  capture 
reached  him;  that  Washington  on  his  return  from  Hartford,  stopped  to  examine  the 
redoubts  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  at  West  Point,  or  he  would  have  been  present 
when  the  blow  struck  Arnold.  Arnold,  with  splendid  self-control,  explained  to  the 
company  that  his  presence  was  required  across  the  river,  ordered  his  horse  saddled, 
hastened  to  Mrs.  Arnold's  apartment,  whore  he  disclosed  the  appalling  situation,  then 
hurried  downstairs,  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  down  a  bypath  through  the  woods  to 
what  is  now  known  at  Beverly  dock.  He  had  already  impressed  several  men  Into 
manning  his  barge,  and  was  rowed  to  the  Vulture  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

When  Washington  reached  Beverly  and  was  informed  that  Arnold  had  crossed  over 
to  West  Point,  he  proceeded  after  him  and  was  greatly  surprised  to  learn  that  Arnold 
had  not  been  there  and  had  not  been  sent  for.  He  promptly  returned  to  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  and  walking  up  the  path  from  Beverly  dock,  met  Alexander  Hamillon, 
who  with  anxiety  depicted  on  his  face,  and  who  held  in  hand  a  package  of  papers  that 
f'ol.  Jameson,  who  had  charge  of  Andre  after  his  capture,  had  sent  forward,  broke  the 
alarming  news  to  his  chief. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  Washington  convened  a  court-martial,  which  consisted  of 
Bix  major  generals  and  eight  brigadier  generals,  to  determine  Andre's  fate.  The  decision 
of  that  court  Is  well  known.  Andre  would  have  preferred  to  have  been  shot,  but  fate 
willed  otherwise. 

Historic  old  Beverly  eventually  passed  Into  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Fish's  son-in-law.  the  Hon.  William 
E.  Rogers.  It  was  burned  to  the  ground,  March  17,  1892.  In  a  letter  to  the  State 
Hlftorlan's  department,  under  date,  March  22,  1900.  Mr.  Rogers  wrote:  "  The  old  house, 
my  former  home  '  Beverly,'  burned  down  on  March  17th,  1892.  It  took  Are.  I  think, 
from  a  defective  stove  pipe  In  a  small  upper  north  room.  A  hot  Are  was  built  In  the 
stove  about  half-past  eight  In  the  morning.  The  house  was  discovered  to  be  on  Are  a 
little  after  nine.  I  have  built  n  new  house  on  the  property  but  not  on  the  same  site. 
The  site  of  the  old  house  la  partially  occupied  now  by  a  green  house."— ?TA.Tn 
Historian. 
i^^  .  ^  .  JKnown  to-day  as  Fort  Clinton. 


Public  Tapeus  of  Oeoucju  Clinton.  72u 

2— Committees  have  no  authority  to  Krant  FIukkh  on  anj  I'n- 
tence  whatever.  Flaggs  aiv  to  be  K'-anu-.l  „n  nuKin.-hH  n.ort-  im 
mediately  respecting  tlie  State  by  the  Oov'r  f..r  the  Time  beiug 
only  who  will  always  apprize  the  Comnianding  OfHrer  of  the  De- 
partment whenever  he  has  occassion  to  <^ri\n\  a  FlaKj?  &  he  t-x- 
pects  the  like  when  convenient  from  (lie  Coniniamiin;,'  OflUer  uh 
by  such  a  Line  of  Conduct  Flaggs  will  become  Ich.m  fnM|iMnf  .^  »!..- 
Public  Business  equally  well  transacted. 

3— Mr.  Moore  cannot  have  Robinson's  House  &  Farm  but  by 
application  to  the  Legislature  ^;  I  have  Reawm  to  believe  they 
will  not  consent  to  it. 

4 — The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Department  ought  undoubt- 
edly to  make  the  proper  Requisition  for  the  Number  of  Men  neces- 
sary to  defend  his  Post.  The  Com'r  in  Chief  shoud  be  infonned 
of  the  Number  wanting  &  the  different  States  furnish  them  in  due 
Proportion  if  they  cannot  be  supplied  from  the  Standing  Army 
which  I  do  not  imagine  the  full  number  wanted  can. 

5 — I  woud  advise  that  the  Cheveaux  D  Frize  be  compleated 
under  the  Direction  of  Capt.  Machin  who  has  hitherto  bad  the 
Management  of  that  Business  &  of  Course  understands  it  but 
he  knows  &  he  only,  how  many  Cheveaux  Defrize  are  yet  wantt-d 
&  where  to  be  sunk  so  as  to  perfect  the  Obstruct ion.s.  The  Pre- 
parations for  drawing  the  Chain  &  Boom  across  the  Kiver  ought 
in  my  oppinion  also  to  be  under  his  Direction  as  he  Uxed  the  lout 
Chain  which  was  well  done  &  of  Course  understands  that  Buul- 
ness.  This  will  not  only  be  a  great  Ease  to  the  KngimtT  but 
tend  greatly  to  expedite  Business. 

6— The  Qu'r  Master  Genl.  ought  to  be  ordeix-d  to  ct.utract  im 
mediately  for  the  maldng  a  Sutlicienl  (inaniiiy  <.f  Shott  &  Shells 
of  the  different  Sizes  wanted. 
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[No.   1057.] 

Dr.  JonaC  TJralth  Si'iU  'J'oo  Prrcnrioi(f<  for  Rim  lo  Atlriid  Gionje 

Clinton. 

Sir.  I'pon  ni.v  return  to  this  place,  I  found  several  messages,  re- 
questing in  the  most  urgent  manner  a  performance  of  engage- 
ments long  since  made,  to  visit  some  persons  whose  deplorable 
cases  it  wou'd  be  the  height  of  inhumanity  to  neglect.  I  hope 
your  Excellency  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe  that  I  am  not 
influenced  in  this  matter  by  interested  motives,  for  I  can  assure 
you  with  great  truth  that  notwithstanding  my  reputation  &  prac- 
ice  I  am  now  growing  poorer  in  purse  every  day  of  my  life.  I  am 
Just  setting  out  for  Morris  Town,  to  visit  a  man  who  has  been 
waiting  for  me  near  six  months,  &  has  during  that  time  sent  half 
a  dozen  messengers  to  request  ray  assistance;  this  will  unavoid- 
ably prevent  my  waiting  on  you  at  Poughkeepsie  for  the  present  & 
it  is  more  than  probable  the  same  causes  joined  to  my  precarious 
health,  will  continue  to  do  it  for  the  future;  for  which  reasons  I 
must  again  repeat  my  wishes^  that  some  person  whose  situation 
&  circumstances  better  qualify  him  for  an  attendance  on  public 
business  might  supi)ly  my  appointment  in  Senate.  I  hear  the 
old  Gentleman  at  Mathews-field,  who  is  at  present  under  the  tutil- 
age  of  his  worthy  eldest  son,  has  lately  sent  his  eon  James  to 
solicite  a  Flag  to  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  papers 
&  documents  relative  to  a  villanous  scheme  for  depriving  him  of 
his  estate.  The  whole  matter  will  probably  in  due  time  be  laid 
before  a  court  of  ecjuity,  where  it  will  be  discovered  who  these 
plotters  are.  As  I  have  very  few  opportunities  of  writing  to  my 
lirother  on  this  side  the  river,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclos- 
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ing  one  uuder  your  own  cover,  .^  h,  ^:  l<-avo  to  Knlmcpib.-  nivw-lf 
with  great  ostoein  iS:  ros|M-(l  yom-  i;xr,.|l<.,irv's  Monf  OlnHlif-nf 
Humble  Servant, 

•  liiliii  .Fiitii*<< 

Bellemont  Feb.  9th  1778. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1058.] 

Lieutenant  Sherwood  Asks  Leave  to  Resign  thai  lie  May  I'n,vi<U-  for 

His  Family. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Oov'r  roiiininndcT  in 
Cheif  of  All  the  Militia  in  the  State  of  N<w  York  &  .\(lniinil  (.f 
the  Navy  of  the  Same.  The  petition  of  the  Subscriber;  MoHt 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Your  Exellency's  petitioner  has  served  as  first  Lieut.  & 
Since  the  last  arangement  under  Command  of  Col.  G.  Van 
Schaick  for  upwards  of  Two  Years  &  presume  to  Sug^'cst  t(»  liavf 
Discharged  his  duty  with  the  approbation  of  his  SufK-riors  And 
Still  remains  actuated  with  the  Same  Zelouse  Spirit  for  the  pub 
lie  Good.  But  the  unhappy  penetration  of  the  enemy,  threw  the 
Northern  frontiers  of  this  State  (Tho  happy  in  tht*  event)  has  d<' 
prived  Your  Exellency's  petitioner  of  every  necessary  Suport  for 
his  famaly  haveing  had  his  Crops  Distroyed  his  Housefl  Barn  & 
fences  burnt  by  them.  The  great  depreciation  <if  (lu-  paper  Cur- 
rency, together  with  the  Exorbitant  price  of  almost  every  article 
&  the  pressing  Demands  of  his  famaly,  oblitlges  your  Excel- 
lency's petitioner  hereby  to  request  to  be  Dismissed  from  the  Ser- 
vice that  he  may  more  freely  ai)i>lye  himself  to  answer  the  nvoon- 
tions  of  his  famaly  which  will  lay  your  iM'titiouer  un.l.r  laHfinir 
obligations  &  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray. 

Adiel  Sherwood. 
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[No.  1059.] 

Captain  .}fott  Makes  Requisition  on  the  Governor  for  Indemnity  for 

Fellow  Sufferers. 

To  His  Exelency  Governor  Clinton: 

May  it  please  your  Exelency;  Some  time  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary Last,  Colo.  Cornelus  Humphrey  Cal'd  on  the  people  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  my  Residence  to  assist  him  in  Kaisinjj  a 
party  of  volenteers  for  the  Defence  of  the  Inhabitants  in  West- 
chester County  agreable  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Convention  of  ibis 
State,  when  a  number  of  my  Neighbours  with  myself  Entered 
as  volenteers  on  a  Short  Tour  of  Duty  agreable  to  Said  Resolu- 
tion and  by  the  vote  of  the  party  I  was  Charg'd  with  the  Com- 
mand as  Captain.  Capt.  Barnum,  Lieut.  Adjutant  Isaac  Crane 
and  Lieut.  Isaac  Paddock  as  Serjant  and  agreable  to  the  Collonels 
order  took  post  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Stephen  Ward,  the  Command 
of  the  post  being  Given  to  Major  Pain ;  the  unhappy  fate  of  the 
Little  party  I  have  no  Need  to  mention;  would  only  Beg  leave 
to  suggest  to  your  Exelency  that  those  of  my  Little  Company 
who  made  there  Escape  from  that  unfortunate  post  have  Re- 
peatedly Cal'd  on  me  for  the  pay  they  were  Encouraged  to 
Expect,  namely  Continental  pay  &  Rations.  Tis  needless  for  me 
to  Suggest  that  they  were  Excited  to  the  Service  from  principles 
more  noble  than  that  of  Bounties  in  order  to  Render  those  who 
Return'd  in  your  Exelencies  opinion  worthy  there  pay,  or  those 
who  were  Captivated  the  preferrence  in  your  favour;  with  Regard 
to  there  Enlargement  the  pay  Role  and  Memmorandum  Inclosed, 
I  would  Humbly  Submitt  to  your  Exclusive  perusal  and  pray  that 
after  Correcting  any  Errors  which  may  be  found  therein,  your 
Exelency  would  be  pleas'd  to  favour  me  with  such  orders  and 
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Dirrections  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  En.l  ,h,.  money  mnv  be 
obtained  and  your  petitioners  as  in  I)„ty  hound  Shall  Kv.r  pray. 
Dutchess  Southeast  precinct.    9th  Vvhvy.  I77x. 

W  Till  .NJmK. 

Governor  Clinton. 

9th  Febry.  1778. 
Memmorandum  of  the  Losses  Sustain',!.     M..nMn..rand,nn  of 
perticulars  lost  at  Ward  in  the  attack  mad.-  on  that  pont  on  (he 
27th  of  March  1777. 

one  Horse  Slead  and  Harness  valued  at  5     li'     0 

one  Gun  valued  at  2     10    0 

one  Do  at  80/  400 

one  Do  at  45/  o 

one  Do  at  72/ 

the  Service  of  Two  Horses  from  the  3d  t<.  ye  27th 
March 

The  above  attested  to  be  a  Jn?t  account. 

Pr.  Wi'ni  Mott 


•'     1  •' 


1-'      0 


I     0 


•.'.4 
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Captain  Molt's  Pay  Rolls. 
A  I'av  Roll  of  Capt.  William  Mott's  Company  of  Volimteers 
out  of  Corn  Field's  Regiment,  and  General  Tinbrook's  Bregade. 
Stationed  at  Eastchester  1777. 
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Dutchess  County  SS. 

20th  Sept.  1777. 

Personaly  appeared  Capt.  Wm.  Mott  Signer  to  the  foregoing 
Pay  Rool  and  made  oath  that  the  Same  was  true  and  Justy 
Charged  and  Don. 

Sworn  before  me  Thomas  Baldwin  Justice  of  ye  Peace. 
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[No.  lOGO.J 

THE  NEW  BOARD  OP  WAI{  AT  \N  OJCK. 

Gates'    Circulor    Lcltcr    rfnjiirsli„f/    /„f„rmnlton    Urlntivr    to    the 

Plirchasiv;/   IhiKtrlmnit. 
Circular. 

^\a^  onico  Pebniarv  10.  1778. 
Sir;  Enclosed  you  have  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Oni^rvHH,  direct- 
ing the  Board  to  enquire  into  the  causes  <.f  (he  D.-ncimreH  in  tho 
Department  of  the  Purchasing  Commissaries,  tlu*  pn-Hi-nt  »tate  of 
which,  is  really  alarming.     Tn  order  to  onnMe  us  to  comply  with 
the  Directions  of  Congress,  it  is  necessary  to  get  all  the  evidence 
the  subject  will  admit  of,  as  well  for  present  satisfartlon,  ob 
future  Government.     I  am  therefore,  to  soUicit  your  immediate 
enquiry  into  the  situation  of  the  purchasing  D«*partment  in  your 
State,  &  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  such  Information,  both 
as  to  Men  and  measures,  as  you  shall  think  the  nt-eessity  of  the 
Case  demands,  and  if  any  abuses  have  arisen,  from  tiie  men  em- 
ployed  either   principally   or   subordinately,   Measures  may   l>e 
taken  for  their  removal;  and  if  ;uiy  want  of  Regulation  on  public, 
or  private  obstructions,  has  been  the  Occasion  of  the  Languor 
in  the  Department,  as  far  as  has  fallen  under  your  Notice,  the 
proper  representation  may  be  made  to  Congress,  who  are  ever 
ready  to  remedy,  when  properly  informed,  of  the   Evil.      The 
Board  would  also  be  happy  to  receive  your  opinion  as  to  what 
supplies  may  at  this  time  or  in  the  course  of  the  next  Campaign 
be  drawn  from  your  State  specifying  the  S[)e<ies  &  probable 
quantitys  of  the  respective  articles.     The  Board  have  taken  the 
Liberty  to  address  this  Letter  to  you.  as  they  have  done  to  the 
Governments  of  the  other  States,  not  with  a  view  to  any  partiiu 
lar  Person  or  Measure,  nor  with  a  Desire  to  draw  from  any  State 
more  Provisions  or  supplies  than  it  is  pnulent  f<.r  ihem  to  part 
with,  but,  as  they  have  been  placed  in  a  great  Department,  and 
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do  not  yet  knuw  where  the  Enemys  Operations  the  next  Campaign 
may  point,  it  is  necessary  for  the  Board  to  know  what  abuses 
prevail,  what  Regulations  should  be  made  in  the  provision  Busi- 
ness, &  what  resources  each  State  can  furnish  in  Case  of  any 
Emergency,  or  movement  of  the  Enemy;  keeping  always  in  view 
the  supply  of  the  Army,  whether  it  preserves  its  present  Position, 
or  shall  move,  as  the  Theatre  of  w^ar  may  change.     I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed't  Hum.  Serv't, 

Horatio  Gates,  President. 

I  just  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  old  Board  of  War,  on 
the  16  June  &  25  Novem'r  last  wrote  Circular  Letters,  to  the 
several  States,  requesting  "a  List  of  Officers  appointed  by  ye 
States  in  the  Continental  Army,"  which  I  am  to  request  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  transmit. 
His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Gov.  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

In  Congress  Feb'y  9,  1778. 

Resolved  That  the  Board  of  War  be  directed  forthwith  to 
enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  Department 
of  the  purchasing  Commissaries  and  report  to  Congress. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Sec. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Copy. 

[No.  1061.] 
TO  CONSTRUCT  POWDER  MILLS. 

M.  Fouquet  and  His  Son  Authorized  ly  Congress  and  the  Board  to 
Proceed  in  This  Important  Work. 

War  Office  10  Febry.  1778. 
Sir,  By  the  enclosed  Copy  of  the  articles  of  agreement  enter'd 
into  between  the  Board  of  War,  &  Mons'r  Fouquett*  the  Father 

•By  act  of  CongreBs  January  15.  1778,  M.  Fouquet,  the  father,  was  given  the  breTet 
rank  of  Captain  and  Mark  Fouquet,  the  Bon,  the  brevet  rank  of  Lieutenant  of  AxtU- 
lery  In  the  Army  of  the  United  Suites,  dating  from  November  17,  1777. 
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&  son,  your  Excellency  will  observe  tlu y  arc  ohlip-.l  l.y  tlirir 
Contract,  to  superintend  the  erecting  of  powder  luillM,  A  of  im- 
proving such  as  are  already  erected,  by  constructinK  a  niarhine 
for  preventing  their  blowing  up. 

Mons'r  Fouquett  came  over  with  Ceneral  Ini  r,,ij(lrayt  & 
highly  recommended  as  an  ingenious  man.  well  aci|nainted  with 
the  art  of  powder  making,  in  all  its  branches  &  in  obliged  by  bin 
Contract  to  propagate  the  knowledge  of  his  ProfcHsion  ,to  Huch 
persons  as  may  be  pointed  out  to  him  for  that  purpose.  He  haa 
received  directions  to  wait  upon  your  Excellency  with  hi8  son, 
and  obey  such  orders,  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  give — and  not 
to  leave  your  State  until  he  shall  have  done  every  thing,  that 
shall  be  required  of  him  in  the  line  of  his  Depart inent.  but.  as 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  Board,  that  the  knowledge  of  his  profeaaion, 
shou'd  be  fully  known  throughout,  the  different  States,  I  am 
to  request  your  Excellency  will  give  such  directions,  that  erery 
thing  may  be  in  a  proper  train,  for  him  to  w(trk  upon,  as  the 
time  for  which  he  is  engaged  is  but  short,  considering  the  ex- 
tensiveness  of  the  undertaking.  The  Board  are  sensible  you  will 
see  the  propriety  of  putting  two  or  three  persons,  intelligent,  A 
good  artists,  to  be  instructed  by  Mons'r  Fouquett  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  his  profession.     I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency** 

most  obedient  hum.  Servant 

Horatio  Gates  President. 


tPhilippe-Charles-Jean-Baptlste,   TroDBon-Ducoudrmy.   >  Tolutnlnent  wr'trr  f<9  trttl> 
lery,    was   one   of   fifty   of   the   first   band   of    Frencli   officer*   who  '    bf 

Beaumarchais    to    the    United    States.    The   expedillon    whiih    coi  p^ 

laden  with  arms  and  ammunition  was  scheduled  to  lea»o  Ham  tm 

was  delayed  several  weeks  owing  to  the  laziness  of  Uucoudrty.  •  *l 

Portsmouth,   in   May.   1777.     September  17.    1777.   while  on  the  w»>  ■ '«»- 

Ducoudray's    horse    backed    off    the   flat    bottom    boat    that    waa  .  •>'*7 

across  the  Schuylkill,  and  man  and  animal  were  drowned.    OwIi.k  '"»'' 

cumstances  in  which  he  was  born,  promotion  came  to  him  very  •.o»l).  At  lie  urn* 
of  his  death  he  had  Just  passed  his  thirty-ninth  year,  and  hcl*  lh«  rank  of  cW»f  of 
brigade  of  artillery.— State  Historian. 
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Mdiis'r  l'iiiit|ii('l  I   li;is  rcct'ivcti  :'.  iin»iillis  |i;iy  fur  liiiiisrif  iK:  son 
— jllso  oMc  1miii(1i»(1    L>ull;irs  lu  lti-;i|-  ilii-ir   Ivxiniircs. 

Molis'r     F(HU|n('II     bv     M^icriliriit     is     to     receive     tlie    |i;iy     ainl 
i-iliniis   (if  a    <"a|ilaiii.   and    when    liaveliin^    the   I'.eaid   a^n-ee  all 
his  icasonabh'  exjM'nses  shonM   he   paid,   moderate  i-e(|uests  for 
ihe  purpose,  voiir  Kxeeih-ncy  is  ie(|Uest((l  lo  eonipiv  with. 
His  ExcelTy  (leorge  Clinton  Esqr. 

Gov't  of  tlio  State  of  New  York. 

(Copy) 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  Concluded  the  seventeenth  Day  of  November  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  1777  Between  The  Honble.  The  Board  of  War  for  the  United  Staces  of 
America  on  the  one  Part,  and  Nicholas  Fouquett  the  Father  &  Mark  Fouquett  the  son 
professing  the  art  &  mystery  of  Powder  making  and  lately  arrived  in  America  from 
France,  on  the  other  Part. 

Whereas,  by  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  Eighth  Instant  the  said  Board  is 
authorized  and  empowered  to  contract  and  agree  with  the  said  Nicholas  Fouquett  & 
.Marl;  Fouquett  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  of  Powder  and  erecting  suitable  mills 
therefor,  It  is  hereby  agreed  on  the  Part  of  the  said  Mons'r  Fouquett  &  his  son  Mark 
Fouquett  aforesaid. 

1st.  That  the  said  Mons'r  Fouquett  &  his  son  shall  and  will  superintend  and  direct 
the  erecting  &  Constructing  (at  the  Expence,  Costs  &  Charges  of  the  United  States.  & 
of  particular  states,  or  Private  Persons  by  Permission  of  Congress,  or  the  Board  of 
War.)  of  Powder  Mills  with  their  appurtenances  in  such  place  or  Places  as  shiiU  be 
pointed  out  to  him  or  them  by  the  said  board  of  war— the  said  mills  to  be  constructed 
in  the  highest  Perfection  the  said  Mons'r  Fouquett  and  his  son  are  capable  of  Planning 
&  directing  and  the  Potts  to  be  formed  by  an  Instrument  or  Tool  so  as  to  prevent  the 
said  mills  from  being  blown  up  by  the  Causes  which  commonly  occasion  such  mis- 
fortunes. 

2.  That  the  said  Mons'r  Fouquett  &  his  son  or  one  of  thom  shall  and  will  Instruct 
such  workmen  Person  or  Persons  as  he  shall  be  desired  or  directed  to  teach  by  the 
said  Board  of  War  in  the  art  Trade  &  mystery  of  Powder  making  in  all  its  Branches 
communicating  all  his  Knowledge  therein  and  delivering  in  writing  if  required  to  the 
said  Board,  all  his  knowledge  of  the  subject   in  Ihe  most  full  and  ample  manner. 

:id.  That  the  said  Mons'r  Fouquett  .&  his  son  shall  and  will  when  required  by  the  said 
Board  so  to  do.  give  full  and  Clear  Instructions  in  writing  for  the  erecting  of  Salt 
pel  re  works  and  the  management  thereof,  for  the  Collecting  of  proper  Materials  for 
producing  Nitre  for  the  filtratins  the  Earth  and  refining  the  Salt  petre  so  as  to  make 
it  fit  for  the  service  of  the  Powder  makers  and  disclose  in  the  fullest  manner  every 
thing  relative  to  this  Business  as  far  as  his  knowledge  extends  so  as  lo  render  the  art 
complete  and  to  make  the  same  appear  to  be  so.  by  e.\periments  to  be  made  on  the 
salt  petre  and  powder  I'roduced  and  made  agreeable  to  his  Instructions  which  arc  to 
be  printed  at  the  Expence  of  (he  said  states  and  dispersed  thro'  the  same  thereby  to 
prcpagate  the  knowledge  of  the  art  &  Business  among  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
states. 

4th.  The  said  Mons'r  Fouquett  agrees  to  continue  in  the  service  of  the  said  states 
for  the  space  of  two  years  from  the  Date  hereof  and  the  said  Mons'r  Fouquett  his  son 
shall  continue  in  the  said  service  for  such  space  of  Time  exceeding  the  said  Term  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon  after  the  expiration  of  the  same  by  &  between  him  the  said 
Mark  Fouquett.  &  this  or  any  future  Board  of  War  or  other  Persons  entrusted  by 
Congress  with  the  Management  of  this  Business. 

a.  The  said  Mons'r  Fouquett  shall  leave  with  the  said  Board  the  Instrument  or  Tool 
made  use  of  for  boring  the  Potts  with  such  Models  and  explanations  as  shall  be 
Bufflcient  for  the  full  and  Clear  understanding  the  Construction  thereof. 

fith.  That  the  said  .Monsieur  Fouquett  thall  repair  when  so  directed  by  the  said  Board 
to  such  millB  erected  or  proposed  to  be  erected  either  by  particular  states  or  private 
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rorsoiis    within    any    of    the    Kald    stiltOK.    mid    giv..    full    D,,,-  ii.,„ «...  . 

assistance  in  his  Power  to  any  poraon  or  Pontons  ri-qulrli 
or  altering  the  said  mills  and  tho  ninnnor  of  miuiuf.Kln 
Intent  &  meaning  of  this  agreemont    that  lh«  iirt  Hhiill   br  (i. 
States  as   well   by    Persons   .onitTned   un    public   nnount   iih   ih 
tlu'  business  for  their  Private  KmolumcnI. 

In  Consideration,   whereof.   It  is  ngrcod  &  rovcnanl-d  by  ih..  Mid  lU.ard  of   v 

and  on  behalf  of  the  said  United  States  of  Amerba  Tl.^.i  ii,.    s,.ui  \i...«  ,  i- 

receive  the  Hrevet  Ftank  &  the  pay  &   KallonH  of  ., 

States,   together  with  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Cr..« 

paid  either  in   Pills  of  Exchange  or  Coin.  &  that   hbi  hui,   .\i;,i. 

the  Brevet  Rank,  &  the  pay  and  Kallons  of  a  Lb-ulonuni  In  i; 

with  the  -yearly  sum  of  fifteen  Hundred  Uvn-a  to  be  paid  In  n 

In  Witness  Whereof  the  Parties  aforesaid  have  sett  Iholr  hi>: 
year  above  Written. 

The  Board  of  War  of  1,^ 

the  United  States  of  Itifb.'ud  Petors  SeCv 

America  George    XXX 

Sealed  &  Delivered  ,         ,    ». 

in  Presence  of  Joseph  Nourpe. 


[N(».  i(i<;2.] 

Bloonmif/rove  Inallc  to  Furnish  Teams  nr  Forat/c  to  (\miluct  th 

Defences  of  the  Jhnlson. 

Blooming  flrovc  1 0th  Felir.  1778. 
Sir,  By  oi'dt'P  of  the  Committeo  of  tliis  Precinct,  I  am  to 
actiuaint  you  that  in  eonsequpiitc  nl'  noiii-  ictiupst  to  the  Chair- 
man, the  Committee  Resolved  to  give  von  every  a««istan(«-  in 
their  Power,  and  for  that  jjiirixisf  ordered  ;in  aii-angement  of  the 
Teams  to  be  made;  but  sim c  thai  'I'iine  apjdicatioii  for  a  Niiiu- 
ber  of  Teams  and  a  Quanlity  of  l'^ln:lge  haih  been  made  to  thom 
by  Henry  Wisner,  Esqr.  one  of  tiie  I'ersons  apiHiinteil  liy  hiH 
Kxeelleiicy  llie  Goveinor.  in  ( "on jiiniion  wiih  ihe  Iluiioiirattlc 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  ihis  State,  to  assist,  tlie  (^lnnnand■ 
ing  Officer  of  the  l)e|»ail  iiieiii  in  (';inieng  on  the  l'\irtitb'ati<iiiM 
in  the  Highlands  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  a  K«*siilatiou  of 
Congress  of  the  nth  of  X(»v"br  L;isi,  wliei-enjxin  tlie  ('nminitt«H' 
Resolved  to  (J rant  him  as  iiiMiiy  Teams  as  rould  be  procured  in 
the  Precinct,  and  that  what  I-'oriage  eoiild  be  shan-d  j»honld  \w 
sent  to  that  Post  conceiving  it   a  malfer  of  Hie  utmost  import- 
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ance  that  the  Fortifications  and  Obstructions  on  Hudsons  River 
should  be  compleated  as  early  as  passable  in  order  to  prevent  the 
further  depradations  of  the  Enemy  into  this  State. 

The  Committee  therefore  find  themselves  unable  to  furnish 
you  with  either  Teams  or  Forrage  at  present,  but  whenever  it 
shall  be  in  their  Power  upon  further  application,  you  may  de- 
pend on  their  doing  their  utmost  to  help  you.  I  am  with  Re- 
spect your  most  obt.  Hble.  Serv't 

Thos.  Moffat. 

Collo.  Taylor  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

this  Came  to  hand  22d  Inst.     Copey. 


[No.  1063.] 

Charles  Moore  Gives  Rcasovs  Whi/  He  Should  Occupy  the  Robinson 

House. 

West  Point  Feb'y  10th  1778. 
Sir,  As  my  Farm  is  wanted  for  the  use  of  ye  Army  and  Gen- 
eral Putnam  wants  the  House  for  himself  or  ye  Commanding 
OflScer  at  this  post,  I  went  by  his  direction,  last  Week,  to  Peaks 
Kill,  to  look  for  a  vacant  Farm  there,  or  in  it's  vicenaty,  ye  in- 
come of  which  shoud  be  equal  to  my  own  at  West  Point;  I  made 
all  ye  enquiry  I  possibly  coud,  but  coud  not  find  one.  As  ye 
House  is  immediately  wanted,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  move  to 
any  distance,  at  this  inclement  season,  I  shoud  be  greatly  obligd 
to  your  Excellency  if  I  coud  have  ye  Favor  of  Mr.  Robinsons,  as 
that  is  near,  and  I  coud  with  ease  be  removed  to  it.  It  may  be 
objected  that  that  Farm  is  greatly  superiour  to  this;  it's  true  Mr. 
Robinson  has  made  great  improvements  on  it,  but  it's  but  a  few 
years  sinse  he  told  my  Brother,  that  this  Farm  was  very  near 
as  good  as  his,  and  as  I  am  obliged  to  leave  my  possessions, 
whirh  wore  every  day  gowing  bettor,  it  woud  be  oxtreamly  hard, 
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to  make  me  remove  to  any  distance,  a(  Ihia  Hj'UHon,  and  uIhu  to  a 

worse  place  than  where  I  :ini;  you  will  dnuhth-HM  join  with  m.- 

in  thinking  that  in  justice  il   ouj^'lit   (••  bo  bctlcr,  an  you  muMt 

believe  it  must  be  with  re;,M'(t,  tliat  any  porson  can  h-avo  a  placi- 

they  are  improving  and  expt'ctifl  to  be  sitt  down  on  for  life.     I 

suffered  greatly  last  Fall,  by  having  almost  all  my  Stock  tukon 

from  me,  by  ye  Sailors  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  this  ufTiiir, 

will  I  fear  entirly  ruin  inc.     I  coud  say  much  nion*  on   these 

things,  but  will  not  trouble  your  Excellency  any  further;  but 

leave  it  to  your  own  brest  to  judge  of  my  sittuation,  and  give 

me  all  the  relief  in  your  power.     I  am  Your  Excellency'M  MoMt 

Obediant  and  Most  Humble  Servent 

Charles  Moore. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  10G4.] 

TREACHERY  OF  JELLES  FONDA   AM>  COLONEL  FKEY. 

The    Tryon    Goimty    Committee    Expostulates    Aijainst    Military 
Preference  Being  Shoirn  Them. 

Tryon  County,  10th  of  Febu'y  1778. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.,  Governor,  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency;  The  still  unsettled  State  of  the 
public  affairs  of  this  County,  calls  upon  us  once  more  to  addrow* 
your  Excellency,  and  humbly  request  your  Recommendation  of 
the  Inclosed  Return  of  Onicers.  Civil  and  Military,  (who  have 
obtained  the  Majority  of  Votes  of  the  g(.od  petiple  of  this 
County).  We  could  have  wished,  that  the  Commanding  offlcom 
of  Mohawk  District  Battalion,  had  coniplyed  with  the  request  of 
this, Board  in  consequence  of  the  inclosed  advertisement  of  the 
27th  of  January  last,  that  we  could  have  b(vn  able  to  lay  the 


,  i-  IM  I'.i.n-   lV\i'Ki;s  III'  (iKditcr.  ('i.in'i'on. 

Seust'  iif  the  (\niiil.v  ;it  larjre  before  vour  Kxrelleiicv:  i(  simmiis 
that  llie  \\\o  Colonels  «)f  that  Battalif>ii.  Iiaxin^'  coine  to  llu' 
Height  of  bad  r'onduct  ihc  (Jth  of  August  last,  wlnn  ihcv  creiti 
into  Hollows  and  left  our  bra\('  men  to  coininand  and  defend 
themselves,  still  aie  adding  to  tlieir  guilt.  There  are  circum- 
stances which  would  convince  any  impartial  Enquirer  that  many 
were  actuated  by  jirinciples  worse  than  Cowardice.  No  less  ex- 
traordinaiy  was  the  Conduct  of  Mr.  Van  Veghien.  an  Adjutant, 
now  Sheritl  of  this  Ck)unty,  who  sat  the  greatest  I'art  of  our 
Militia  Running  before  they  saw  an  Enemy  by  repeatedh'  Crying 
aloud  in  low-dutch  "  Kun  Uoys  Kun  or  we  shall  all  be  kill'd." 
The  integi-ity  of  his  Father  in  law,  Major  Jellis  Fonda,  is  as 
much  questioned  in  this  County  as  Van  Vegten's. 

A  Deposition  of  Mr.  Zinnnerman  is  log'd  with  this  Committee 
witnesiug  that  Major  Jellis  Fonda  advis'd  him,  the  Deponent, 
when  going  to  the  Battle  not  to  fire  upon  the  Indians  and  to 
Dissuade  others  from  tiring  likewise.  It  is  natural  to  us  to  sup- 
jtose  that  his  Son  in  law,  Van  Veghtc^n,  had  the  same  Instruc- 
tions befor  he  sat  out  for  the  field  of  Battle.  Whither  such  men 
may  safely  be  trusted  with  posts  of  importance  we  submit  to 
your  Excelly's  superior  Judgment.  We  can  but  observe  tJiat 
the  good  people  of  this  County  ever  since  the  Coraraencement  of 
the  present  unhappy  dispute  have  been  greatly  An(»y'd  by  the 
wiles  of  their  internal  Enemies,  who  Chiefly  were  men  of  great 
connections  and  Influance,  able  to  battel  the  best  ettorts  of  the 
Committee's  finni  Time  to  Time,  lill  ihc  were  rijie  to  turn  ojirii 
Enemies:  many  of  tliem  have  been  iiidnl^'d  with  i.ibeily.  wliicli 
they  have  impro\ed  by  Ilunning  of  and  joining  the  Enemy,  and 
have  since  sealed  their  wickedness  with  the  Blood  of  their 
worthyest  Neighbours;  as  such  a  one  we  consider  Henry  Fi'y 
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wlio  is  rchiiiid  ;iiiinii-s(   us  wiih   ih..  iricloHtMl  U-tu-r  from  ili.- 
AKoi'iiov  (;ciici;il.      Ii  siTiiis  slum;:.'  ili.ii  <iiic  KJiijrh'  \H-vmni  (iin 
acquainted  wiili  'rr.v(.ii  rmiiiiy.i  sliuulil  (;iUr  upon  iiiin  (o  doliT 
mine  conli-iu-y  l(»  ilic  (>|iiiiinii  .,r  |||,.  wiiuir  ('(niiiiv,  iluii  tlio  n'«I 
Frey  can  (lf»  no  Inirm  w  hm  Ii<-  \r.\s  ihr  MImtIv  of  IiIk  own  Farm, 
witli  the  pi-ivilcd-;.'  (.1    \isiliii-    Mr.    ^  ;,i,.s.      II.mI   iImn  liiNt  m«'n- 
tioned  Gentleman  ai«|ii,iiii(..»|  th,.  .\itorii.-y  <;«'n.Tal,  tiiiK  h'm  own 
house  is  niucli  freciucni.  <l  l.y  iicoplr  fidin  :i||  piirls.  ami  that  on 
s'd  Frey's  Farm  liicic  sImimIs  a  Ciisi   mill,  lo  ui.-h  (In-rf  in  roo- 
tinually  a  great  Conllux  ol'  iM-opIc  <if  :i|l  soils.  In-  would  <l..iil.i 
less  Lave  tliouglii  oi  licrwis4\ 

As  this  County  has  hci-n  a  Iniijjj  wliilr  and  still  is  iu  great  con- 
fnlion,  we  think  it  absolutely  nesessaiy  iliat  1*(»k1h  of  im|Mirtance 
be  put  in  the  hands  of  nu-n  ot  iiiishakcn  iiitc;4riiy  and  .M«*n  who 
have  the  confidence  of  the  \\('ll  allected  jnliabiiaiits  wliirh  «•• 
linmbly  concieve  wonld  restore  a  consideiablr  dfjjnn?  of  tran- 
quility to  the  (JduntA', 

The  unprovided  Stale  of  our  Miliiia  we  leavr  lo  your  extfl- 
leucy's  searours  consideration;  we  lake  tlie  leave  of  refrrriuj* 
your  Excellency  for  further  partirulars  to  the  Hearer  liiTeof. 
Doct'r  Moses  Younglove,  a  inendxr  of  our  Body  jind  havt*  the 
Honor  of  being  your  Excellen«y"<  \w«f   i.nii.i.i.    Sii\.-iiis 

by  Order  of  ronimillee 

Will'in  \N  ill»  Cliairman. 
To   his   Excellent  \    (leor^^e  ('jinmn    \'.^t\v.   iioven^n    of   (llr  Htate 

of  New  York. 
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[No.  1065.] 

NO  BRIGADE  RETURNS  FOR  EIGHTEEN  MONTHS. 

General  Ten  Broeck  Gives  a  Lurid  Example  of  the  Cai-elcssTK-ss  of 
Military  Commanders. 

Albany  5th  Febry.  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  Received  yours  of  the  9th  Jan'ry  &  Immediately  Is- 
sued my  orders  to  the  Colonells  in  my  Brigade  ordering  them 
Immediately  to  make  Return  of  their  Regts.  I  am  Sorry  that  I 
am  not  yet  able  to  send  your  Excellency  a  Return  of  my  Brigade 
as  Severall  Colonells  have  not  as  yet  made  Return;  as  soon  as  I 
am  enabled  to  do  it  I  will  send  it.  I  have  had  no  Returns  made  to 
me  from  my  Colonells  Since  July  1T7G,  I  can  furnish  your  Excel- 
lency with  this  but  am  well  Convinced  that  great  alterations  have 
taken  Place  since  that  time. 

Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  1st  Instant  I  Rec'd  yesterday 
afternoon,  I  am  now  Issuing  my  orders  to  Detach  320  men  out 
of  my  Brigade  &  80  men  oflficers  Included  out  of  the  Militia  of 
Tryon  County^  which  makes  the  number  Required.  I  am  alto- 
gether unacquainted  with  the  Strength  of  the  Militia  of  Charlotte 
County  &  from  the  Scituation  that  County  was  in  last  Campaign, 
I  thought  it  not  adviseable  at  Present  to  call  upon  that  militia,  of 
which  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  approve.  An  active  vigilant 
ofificer  is  to  Command  the  above  400  men  but  his  Rank  is  not  men- 
tioned. I  would  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion.  I  Remain  with 
great  Respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obdt.  Humble  Serv't, 

Ab'm  Ten  Broeck. 


His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 

D'r  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  5"  Inst.  I  sho'd  be 
happy  how  soon  I  can  have  the  Returns  of  your  Brigade  as  the 
Military  appointments  cannot  be  made  without  it;  pray  be  parti- 
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cular  in  pointing  out  vacancies  iV  fxtn'iiu'ly  rart-full  in  rt'com- 
mending  the  most  proper  Porsons  (o  fill  tli<-m;  it  is  cuKpntiallj 
necessary  for  the  Service  Dial  fh."  lOO  Men  ordcnd  from  your 
Brigade  rendevous  iniincdiahly  a  I  Albany  to  prt'vcnt  any  Di-lav 
in  the  Northern  Expedition.  Tlir  NunilMr  of  .Men  will  jwint  out 
to  you  the  rank  of  the  oflioer  who  is  to  command  them  uh  hj  a 
Kesolution  of  Congress  which  mast  liave  slipt  your  .Memory  that 
Number  of  Men  is  to  be  commanded  by  a  Lieut,  ^'olo.  1  am  with 
my  best  Respects  to  Mrs.  Tenbroeck  &  Family  Your  Mo8t  Ohed. 
Ser. 

( leo.  ( "lint uti. 

Poghkeepsiegh  Feb'y  12,  1778. 
[To  Gen.  Ten  Broeck.] 


The  Governor  Delivers  Anoiher  Address  to  thr  lyfijislaturr. 

*GentIemen  of  the  Legislature,  I  recommend  to  your  Considera- 
tion, the  several  Matters  contained  in  the  Petition  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  a  Number  of  the  Freeholders  of  Tryon  County,  dated 
the  27th  of  January  last.f  wlii<li  I  am  reipiested  to  lay  before 
you:  A  Copy  of  which  Petition  will  be  herewith  delivered  to  you. 

The  unhappy  Condition  of  the  Families  of  those  brave  Men, 
who  fell  in  Defence  of  their  Country,  in  the  Action  under  Gen- 
eral Herkimer,  I  flatter  myself,  will  engage  your  early  Attention, 
and  that  such  Relief  will  be  attorded  to  them  l>y  the  Public,  ab 
Justice  will  warrant,  and  their  peculiar  Distresses  require. 

You  will  also  receive  with  this  Message,  Copies  of  the  Hesola- 
tions  of  Congress,  of  the  10th  December  and  21«t  of  January  lajit, 
regulating  the  Conduct,  to  be  observed  in  futun-,  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  Prisoners  of  War;  which,  as  they  are  founded  on  th3 


•From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 
fSee  page  746  et  seq. 
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sii-irii-si  I'riiH  i|ilcs  (if  .hisiicc  ;iim1  jiood  rcilicy.  1  liave  great  Rea- 
son to  lni|M'.  will  |)1(h1ii(('  ilic  salulaiy  F^IT'ects  thereby  intended. 

(leo.  Clinton. 

ronjilikffjisif.  Fi'liiuaiy   IL'.  1 7TS. 


[No.  lonr,.] 

TRYON  COTJNTV  A  XI  M'.\Ti:(>X.\(JK. 

The  Committre  Petitions  ihni  Onlif  Mm  of  Tried  LoiiaUy  Ih  ClvtHni — 
(lorernor  ClintotCs  Frjjlu. 

To  liis  Excellency  (liH>rge  CIiiiI»m  Covoiior  and  Cmnniander  in 

cliicf  of  the  State    of   N.    ^'oik    and  the   T('ri((»i  it-s    dependinjj; 

there(»n  in  Anicrica. 

The  I'etition  of  thi-  Cdniniiili-c  and  l-'rctdiolders  of  'Pryon 
CcHinly 

TIT'MF?L^'  SIIKW  I'/ril.  Thai  \\<'  ever  since  tin-  »«»niineiicenient 
of  this  War  liavf  SiitlVird  iinacccMintahle  as  we  lay  a  I'"'ron<e<M'  to 
most  of  this  Stale  and  sonic  (»r  ihc  j^owcifnlest  eneniys  cni  the 
Coniim-nl  had  hci-n  amongst  ns,  besides  their  great  Conne<-tions 
with  the  In<lians  the  falal  alTerls  of  which  we  fell  Ihe  sixth  <»f 
August  last  wliiMi  many  of  onr  best  and  bravest  ^leii  fell  a  A'i«tini 
to  a  Savage  and  r'rnal  Kneiny.  and  as  onr  ]>resent  &  future 
Safely  ;nid  llafiiness  dejiends  ni>on  llie  Olhcers  of  ihis  Slate:  And 
il  is  in»l  to  l>e  sui»]M>sed  tlial  Hie  ("oiinril  of  A  p|M»inlnienl  can  be 
able  to  chu.se  the  officei*s  for  this  County  agreeable  to  the  jjeople 
or  welfare  there(»f.  .\s  three  (»f  ihein  is  uncjuainted  with  us,  and 
IIm'  othei'  hath  but  an  inii»eifett  knowlidge  of  us.  .\nd  if,  threw 
nnaci|iiainiance  r»r  parlialily.  .Men  who  has  never  distinguished 
themselves  Since  the  Ix-gining  of  one  Contest,  with  Oreat- 
I'rilain.  bill  even  wailed  to  step  in  I  lie  ballaiice  thai  preponder- 
ated, should  be  prefelM  befoie  those  that   Stood  lillll  ill  th<'  Ciloli- 
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ous  Cause  of  liltcilv.  il  is  In  fiMifd  IkhI  (  niis.-.|ii.ii.  .-s  will  Imisih" 
We  Miorefore  riii.\    vein-  IIxciII.ik  v  l<>  l;i\   l.i-fuir  |Ih>  Comn-il  of 
aj»|H)iiiliM('nl   IIk-  i-c(|iifsl  of  utuy  I'd  il  iunns  jo  d.-fcp  llie  a|»|K»tiil 
menl  of  Officers  fur  (his  ("ouiilv  Ik.IIi  Civil  ;iim|  MUKiiry  till  n-*-. 
oiumeiKied  I>\    lliciii.  wiiirli  sli.ill  lie  ddiic  :is  soon  ;is  iHtssilde. 

Your  retiliouers  would  also  l;iy  iufdii'  \(nii  Mxrcllriirv  tln» 
SuffiMMUji"  aud  dcrciicoh'ss  SImIc  mT  iliis  Cuiinty  As  sovcr;il  of  our 
uiilijia  has  lost  ihcii'  Aims  .nid  ('h.iiihs  ai  ( ;.-ii<i;il  llarkoiiu'r'H 
Battle,  aud  niauv  (»f  ilimi  nii.iiilc  to  |.ro\idf  ihcnisrlvoH  witli 
otbei'S  or  even  |»i-o\isious  for  lii<-ii-  M.irch  iiiid  wiii  ISnn-fooi  on 
expeditious,  not  haviii<i-  icccivcd  their  |t;iy  to  jdovlde  ihem  neocH- 
arvs  for  tlieir  .lourney. 

And  as  there  is  many  distressed  wichtws  iv;:  orjdiants  auM-n;:-.! 
us  whose  Husbauds  &  Fathers  fell  in  deleuce  of  our  inestimable 
Rigbts  aud  Liberties,  would  pray  youi-  Excellency  (as  the  CJuar- 
dian  of  tlie  Peojile)  to  reconi mended  I  hem  to  the  I/'j^islatnre  of 
tliis  State  to  take  their  case  into  consideration  :nid  to  jirovide  for 
tlieiii  as  they  in  their  Wisdom  think  .Meet.  .\Md  your  I 'etit loners 
as  in  Dut,y  bound  will  e\cr  jiray. 

Si<;n'd  by  order  of  the  ("ounty  Committee  :ind  a  Number  of  the 

Freeholders  of  Tryon  County. 

\\iirm   Wills.  Cli:iiMM:ii\. 
January  27th  1778. 


Sir,  The  Petition  of  the  T'ouimii  tee  of  'j'ryon  County  of  (he  27th 
T'^It.  under  your  Si^niaiiire  is  duly  rec'd  ;iml  a>:reable  (<>  your  I  >■ 
sire  the  several  ]\ratt(M-s  therein  couiaiiie<l  i'ecommeud<d  lo  the 
Consideration  of  the  Legrislature  who  are  also  furnished  with  a 
Copy  of  the  Petition.  The  Conncil  of  .\piiointment  ha«l  com- 
pleated  the  Civil  List  for  your  County  before  the  Petition  came  to 
Hand.     You  must  be  sensible  (hat  a  Delay  of  thai  Hnsiness  ^v-.i 
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be  prejudicial  to  the  County  and  justly  subject  the  Council  to 
Censure.     They  have  taken  every  Precaution  in  their  Power  for 
appointing  the  Persons  the  best  qualified  to  fill  the  several  Offices 
in  your  County  and  besides  their  own  Knowledge  of  Characters 
they  were  assisted  by  Lists  from  your  County  Committee  &  Repre- 
sentatives.    As  early  as  last  August  I  wrote  to  your  Committee, 
to  furnish  me  with  the  Names  of  Persons*  the  most  proper  for 
Officers  civil  &  military  in  your  County  at  this  same  Time  I  wrote 
to  the  Command'g  Officers  of  the  Militia  to  make  Returns  of  their 
Regiments  to  point  out  the  vacancies  &  the  best  Persons  to  fill 
them  &  to  make  out  Pay  Rolls  &  abstracts  for  such  Militia  ser- 
vices as  had  been  performed  in  the  County  &  that  the  same  might 
be  audited  &  paid,  which  Requests  have  hitherto  remained  un- 
complied  with.     You  must  be  sensible,  Sir,  that  it  is  imjwssible  to 
settle  &  pay  of  accounts  before  they  are  received,  nor  is  it  pos- 
sible to  compleat  your  Military  List  before  vacancies  shall  be 
ascertained  by  proper  Returns  made  by  the  Officers  at  present 
Command'g  the  Militia  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  from  their 
Neglect  you  have  Reason  to  complain  of  the  present  Derangement 
of  your  Militia  &  of  their  not  being  p'd  for  their  Services.     I  have 
not  the  least  Reason  to  doubt  but  the  Council  will  give  a  proper 
attention  to  such  Recommendations  as  shall  be  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee &  wherever  they  can  consistent  with  their  own  Judgment 
give  the  Preference  to  such  as  shall  be  recommended  as  they 
earnestly  wish  for  every  Species  of  Information  that  may  enable 
them  to  execute  the  Trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  County  for  the 

best  advantage  of  the  people.    I  am  &c. 

I     I         i  .  [G.C.] 

Feb'y  12  1778. 

*See  page  621. 
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MoDOUGALL  AriM'OINTKD  I'KKSIDKNT. 
Inquiry  into  the  Loss  of  thr  Forts  in  the  Ui,jhl,nulH  Aicoryv  Clinton 
Vimlivdtvd  by  ('(tnt/rrss. 
Head  Quaileis,  Vallry  luip-,  ij  Frbrtmn.  177s. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Congress,  so  long  ago  as  lli.-  ;;(»ili  NovciuI.er  IumI,'  «lirtMt«Mj 
me  to  have  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  iIk-  lossi-s  of  Fort  Minin 
upon  the  Delaware,  and  Fort  Montgomery  ui)«»n  lIud«ouH  river. 
The  peculiar  situation  of  the  aiiny  has  hiiidcit  d  me  from  uitt-ud- 
ing  to  the  matter  before  this  time.  As  luom  of  the  principal 
officers  up  the  North  Kiver  were  immediately  concerned  in  the 
defence  of  Fort  Montgomery,  or  eventually  so  by  being  very 
near  it,  there  cannot  in  my  opinion  be  a  suUicient  number  proper 
to  compose  a  Court  found  upon  the  spot.  It  is  therefore  my 
intention  to  send  three  at  least  from  this  Army,  and  ii  in  my 
wish  that  you  should  be  one  and  act  as  president  upon  the  occa- 
sion, if  your  health  will  permit  you  lu  attend.  1  shall  there- 
fore be  glad  to  hear  from  you  upon  the  subject,  that,  1  may 
either  proceed  to  lill  up  the  c(»uiiiiission  fur  you,  or  appoint  an- 
other, if  your  health  should  not  be  sufficiently  established  to  go 
thro'  the  Business.  It  is  my  wish  to  have  this  inquiry  carried  on, 
not  only  in  obedience  to  the  Kesoive  of  Congress,  but  for  other 
reasons,  which  1  need  not  explain  to  you.  It  is  besidett  impa- 
tiently expected  by  the  Gentlemen  in  the  State  of  Hew  York, 


•  November  28,  1777  Congress  adopted  the  foUowlng  rcsoluUon:  Tluit  «a  enqairy  b* 
made  into  the  loss  of  Forts  Mouttomery  uud  Cliuluu,  lu  iliu  ituio  ol  >i««->uik.  acd 

of   Fort-Mifflin,    on    the    river   Delaware,    in    the   slate   of    1' '       ■      ili« 

conduct  of  the  principal  oJllcers  commanding  those  loru;  a  ..  b» 

directed  to  cause  this  enquiry  to  be  made,  and  to  iraubmit  i:      .  _       .  u»rt 

to  Congress  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

September  9,  1778  Governor  Clinton  wrote  to  CoasroM,  in  which  h«  iDtlaaUd  • 
desire  to  be  informed  of  the  sentimenu  of  that  body  rcspccllD<  bU  cooduct  m»  com- 
mander of  the  forts  on  the  banks  of  lludaou's-rlver,  which  *itc  taken  l»>  itio  co«ai7. 
and  desiring  to  be  furnished  with  certified  copies  of  Uio  report  of  tbo  court  oC  Mquiry. 
&c. 

Ordered,  That  gov.  Clinton  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  pap«r«  dMirad.  aad  ttel 
the  president  inform  him  that  Congress  are  well  aatlaflcd  of  the  proprltijr  of  hl»  cos- 
duct  as  commander  of  the  forts  on  Hudsoa'i-river. 


T.'O  riiti.ic   Pai-kks  tM-  rjEcinr.r  (^"r.iNTON. 

who  ai»*  ill  ll<»|»t'S  lli;U  sniiic  h('lM'liri;il  ((msctjuciirfs  will  result 
from  it.  You  are  it;irti<ii]arlv  well  n(  qua  in  ted  witli  many  cireuni- 
stancos  ivlatiiij,'  to  iho  t;ituali(»ii  of  matters  in  that  (iiiarter  and 
ihert'foiv  more  capable  of  conduc-tinj;  the  cnciuiry  than  any  other 
oflicer.  I  shall  only  add  one  reason  more  to  induce  you  to  strain 
a  point  ujion  this  occasion,  which  is,  that  the  scarcity  of  (leneral 
(Mliccrs  is  already  so  gieat,  that,  supi>osin<5  one  as  proi>cr  as  your- 
self, I  couhl  not  s]»arc  him  witliout  injury  to  the  service.  I  siiall 
expect  an  answer  by  return  of  the  express.*      1  am.  i\:c. 

[(ieor«;e  \\'ashinj;ton] 
[To  den.  McUoii^all.] 


[NO.10G7.] 

John  TnyJor  lirjiait.s  His  Rcqiwst  to  Transport  Flour  lo  Boston. 

Fishkills  KUli  Feb'y  1778. 

ibuiourcd  Sir,  1  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  Calling  (Mi  you 
about  two  months  ago  at  New  Windsor  in  order  to  procuie  a  Cer- 
tificate for  the  Traiisportati<tn  Of  Hour  to  IJoston  (^but  could  not 
obtain  it.  on  acc't  of  your  Council  not  being  assembled.  1  had 
recommendations  from  Col.  L.  Dubois  to  Col.  \'aiHlel»oroiigh,  but 
all  lo  no  piirp(»se. 

1  have  now  Terms  Irom  ihai.  iV  if  consitant  with  you,  to  grant 

a  Certilicate  nothing  can  .More  Oblige  Your  Most  Obed't  Humble 

Servant, 

J  no.  Taylor. 

His  Kxcellaucy  Governour  G.  Clinton. 

•■•  with  resperrt  to  Fort  Miflain,  the  inquiry  involves  very  extensive  (.oiisideratioiiR, 
anil  more  or  less  afTects  almost  all  the  General  Officers  In  this  army,  whose  advice  or 
concurrence  in  the  measures  taken,  make  them  In  some  degree  parties.  The  mode. In 
my  opinion  most  unexceptionable  to  be  pursued  is  for  Congress  to  authorise  a  Com- 
mittee of  their  own  body,  or  to  delegate  any  other  persons  they  may  chuse  to  Intrust, 
not  connected  with  the  operations  of  this  army,  to  go  Into  the  business."— Wa«/ii»ij/fon 
to  the  Prmitimt  of  Congriss,  8  Fvbruar]/,  i778. 


^;^9K. 


(^-^^^  "f  dtC^- 
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[No.  1008.] 
Tito  Iwixniant  Congressional  JJiuirlinnils. 

York  Town,  i;;ili  Fi-hiv.  iTTs. 
Sir,  My  last  was  dated  the  9tli  Inst.  &  went  forward  \n  .M.s 
senger  Jones. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  lo  i-eccivt'  Inchtsid  wiih  iliis 
An  Act  of  Congress*  of  the  !»th  Insl.  lor  rcshjiining  .\l;ilruiidii.  i 
in  Continental  OfHeers  Civil  &  Mililiiiy  i*^  for  conci  i  in;:  :in  jdmsc 
in  the  appointment  of  Supernunieiaries  in  (lie  ('i\il  \aw.  And 
also  recommending  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev<'ral  States  to 
enact  Laws  for  the  most  speedy  &  effectual  recovery  (d"  dcl»ts  due 
to  the  United  States  of  America.  I  rein;iiii  Willi  ;:i<';ii  |{.';:;ird 
&  Esteem  Sir  Your  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

Henr}^  Laurens,  President  of  Congress. 
His  Excellency,  Grovernor  Clinton,  New  Y'ork. 


*Rcsolve(!,  That  It  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  every  BUle. 
to  give  attention  to  th«  conduct  and  behaviour  of  all  continentul  offloere,  civil  or 
military,  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices;  that  the  said  executive  power*  b« 
authorized  to  suspend  from  pay  land  employment,  for  misbehaviour  or  negleil  of  duly. 
within  their  respective  states,  any  officer  of  the  staff  or  other  civll-offlcer  nforcuald. 
not  immediately  appointed  by  Congress,  and  to  make  a  temporary  appolntineut  In  bla 
place,  if  necessary,  and  to  remove  such  of  the  said  civil-officers  as  shall  appear  to  b« 
supernumerary,  forthwith  reporting  in  either  case  their  proceedings  lo  Congress ;  ibat 
in  case  of  any  reprehensible  conduct  in  any  other  officer  of  the  Cnil.-d  Stales.  II  bo 
recommended  to  the  executive  powers  aforesaid,  to  enquire  into  the  circumstaucwj  of 
the  case,  and  if,  in  a  civU-officer,  appointed  by  Congress,  to  transmit  an  ar.-ouul 
thereof  to  Congress;  if  in  a  military-officer,  to  lay  the  same  as  soon  as  possible  N-for* 
the  commander  in  chief  or  commanding-officer  of  the  department. 
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[No.  1069.] 
Rcturtis  of  Regiment  Under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hatnnum. 
A  Return  of  Lieut.  Colo.  James  Hamman's  Regt.  of  Militia 
Philipse  Burg  February  14:  1778. 
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In  Prison  at  New  York  1  Second  Lieut.  &  1  Ensign. 

James  Hamman  Lt.  Coll. 


[No.  1070.] 
A  Question  of  Patronage  in  the  Ancram  Iron  Works. 

Camp  Valley  Forge  14  Febr.  1778. 
Sir,  I  yesterday  rec'd  your  Fav'r  Relative  to  the  Discharge  of  a 
Soldier  wanted  for  Mr.  Livingston's  Iron  Works.  I  immediately 
wrote  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington  on  the  Subject  and 
rec'd  the  Enclosed  answer  just  now  By  Which  you  may  Perceive 
its  out  of  my  Power  to  be  of  any  assistance  to  Mr.  Livingston  in 
this  affair.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir  with  the  Greatest  Re- 
spect Your  Most  Obt.  Humble  Servant 

Henry  B.  Livingston. 
His  Excellency  Govenor  Clinton. 


Headquarters  14th  Feb'y  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Hie  Excellency  being  busily  employed  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  commands  me  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of 
yours  of  the  2d  and  10th  instants.    He  desires  me  to  inform  you 
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that  lie  cannot  consent  to  the  discharge  of  the  two  men  >ou  meo- 

tion,  without  opening  a  door  for  numberl.-HB  applicatloui  of  the 

same  kind.    Scarce  a  day  passes  but  «ome  one  or  other  applies  lo 

get  a  soldier  for  the  purpose  of  employing  tht-m  in  private  Work*. 

His  Excellency  has  no  objection  to  your  rcniaining  out  of  Camp 

untill  your  health  is  re-established,  wl.;,!.  1  1,.,, .t   i...  ,k>„|,^ 

I  am  Dear  Sir  Y'r  most  ob't  Serv't 

Tench  Tik'hiiuin. 


[No.  1071.] 
Governor  Clinton  Introduces  Lafayette  to  (hncral  lAncoln. 

Poiigh.  14th  Feb'j  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  begg  Leave  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance  in  the 
Warmest  Terms  the  Bearer,  Major  Genl.  Marquis  of  Fayette. 
You  will  find  him  Every  Thing  you  coud  wish  of  a  Person  In- 
trusted with  the  Chief  Direction  of  the  Important  Exp«'dition  In- 
tended to  the  Northward  And  as  I  am  perswadid  he  merritu,  1  am 
confident  he  will  on  all  Occassions  experience,  every  Mark  of 
Friendship  from  you.     I  am  D'r  Sir  Yours  ACfectionatfly 

O.  C. 

Genl.  Lincoln. 

[Draft  on  back.    Ms.]. 

D'r  Sir,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  introducing  to  y«»ur  Honor  Major 
General  Marquis  De  Fayete  whose  well  known  Charat  ter  ujt  a 
Soldier  renders  every  Thing  that  could  be  mention'd  in  hi<  Fivor 
unnecessary.  The  Marquis  is  to  Command  the  intended  Northern 
Expedition  and  1  am  perswadcd  will  receive  of  you  every  Friendly 
advice  &  assistance  that  will  tend  to  facilitate  that  lm)K)rtant 

Business  &  Secure  Success.    I  am  &c. 
48 


~-[  IM  I.I.I.     rvi-KKs  i>i-  r.KOKOK  Clinton. 

;N...   1072.] 

Statt'  CounuifiSd)!/  of  Clutliimj  Henry  Mtihrs  <i  h'ciiort  tu  (iorcnior 

Clinton. 

Rochester  ir)th  February  1778. 
His   Kx<i-llcin\    tiiM.-i'oi    ('liiitoii. 

Sir,  Your  favor  1'  .Mr.  \'aii/.:iii(ll.  ihis  I>av  reed  adviseing  lue 
that  the  Legisshiture,  had  bv  an  ad.  thrown  ihe  Direction  &  gov- 
erument  of  the  Cloatliing  for  the  5  Regiments  of  this  State  into 
YOur  hands.  It  being  the  case  you  will  please  apply  to  the  last 
Council  of  Safety  for  fhis  State,  &  there  you  will  find  a  perfect 
&  General  account  of  Cloathing  Issued  &  receiv'd  to  the  15th 
Xovem'ur  1777,  also  the  respective  accounts  of  each  Regiment  to 
the  ICth  of  Decem'or  1777  with  the  referring  Dates  &  Persons 
names  who  Drew  which  when  compar'd  with  the  General  account 
Furuish't  the  last  Council  of  this  State  the  loth  Xovem  or  Ulto. 
together  with  what  has  been  Issued  P  order  of  said  Council  Since 
will  exhibit  to  you  the  State  of  what  Stores  remain  in  my  hands. 

I  have  let  some  otiicers  have  the  following  things  since  the  above 
accounts  have  been  furuish't  for  Cash,  which  is  to  the  Credit  of 
the  State,  as  follows  A'iz — 30  Shirts,  17  pair  Shoes,  15  pair  liose, 
V>  llonnete  entred  in  the  General  acc't  under  the  title  hats,  5 
I  niler  Vests  1'  pair  Sheep  Skin  breeches,  Gi  Yds  Coars<'  blue  Prize 
iS:  18  Yds  Oznaburgs,  them  few  thiugs  added  to  the  last  Regi- 
mental accounts  now  in  the  Secretary's  Office  will  leave  the  pres- 
.  Ill  State  of  the  Store  nearly  as  Follows  \h. 

:\SM  White  L'irown  ('lurk  cV:  Flanni  Shirts;  88  pair  Shoes  good 
A:  bad:  IL'4  j.air  old  Sinekiugs;  10  Scotch  Bonnets;  300  Very 
Ordinary  IimIci  \'.sis:  75  i»air  Jtolten  Sheep  Skin  breeches;  i) 
jiicM'es  ( »/.naburgs:  ;*•(»  ui-  :'.5  Yds  liliie  Fi'ize;  7  TJimkI  blankets  & 
4  half  wuiii  vV:  ill  torn  Do. 


T.Vi 


The  above  is.  Kn.H  s  ..X....,,...,,  ,s  n,.a,- ,lH.  Vah...  of  Mm.  (:ioa,h 
in«-  Slo.es,  as  J,  p.^ssihly  ,nMn  .,.,  h.-okH  &  accoun.H  furnbirt 
can  collect  &  a,u  V.-.y  Son,  ar.e..  hein«  exhauHfc.!  h«  ,„uch  I,, 
the  frequent  D.afls  of  ,1...  K...i,„en(s,  fhat  Si.u-o  h«vo  bc^.„  r.- 
coiving  no  fresh  Supplies.     M.-.ny  of  u  l,i,|.  arf  iHeH  will  h.  gn-allv 

wai.(e<l     by    on,-    poor    Sohli..,y,    SIhmhI    no,     S, .1,    uu-nUH    \io 

adopted  to  recruit  our  Slon-s.  Sho-s.  Siorkin^s.  lU-.^.U..  are 
principal  articles,  we  also  uau,  lor  ...n-  Troop.s  NapsarkH  .1... 
Oznabrigs  which  as  yet  1  have  on  hands  woud  n.ak.-  a  Connider. 
able  number. 

Shoud  your  Excellency,  not  (hi>d.  il,..  above  referonct'H  Hafm- 

factory  please  advise  me  P  the  earliest  ..| rinuiiv  in  ord.-r  that 

I   may  furnish  you   with  a  Copy  of  tlie  ac-.-onnts  n-ndrr^Hj  tho 
last  Council  of  State.     I  at  pres.-ni   kn..vv  of  uo  Supply  of  any 
kind  of  Cloathing;  therefore  woud  be  -h„i  ,„  |„.  i„f,„.,„vi  ..hat 
is  to  be  done  in  the  matter.     1  am  K.-sp,  .ili.lly.  ^our  Kxr-lleii 
ccy's  ]\ros(   Obed't  Hbl.  Serv't 

Jtdui    li»'UI_\    <    MliiMi    \    t    |.i;ii  II   '^ 

His  ExcelleHcey  Governor  ("linion. 


[No.  ](»7;:.] 

GENERAL  PARSONS'  LAM  KXTATK  >NS. 

Department  of  tJie  HighJamls  hi  Coiif union  and  Chaot—HiH  Ai^ikhI 
to  (leonje  Clinton   l^roiniilh/  Hi  nix' 

K'obirison's,  l.'iUi  l-'t-h  y  177n. 

Deal-  Sii.    ('ol.  \\  \n<ou|i  is  imw   widi  mr  and  has  takiMi  a  iiieiii- 

oraiidnni   ol'  arli(  b-s   in   piurijir  ai    Aibanv    \    thai    pari   nf  th«' 

Country.     Thr  (inn  I'.oals  he  Says  In-  iliinks  air  not  ln-;;aii  whirh 

were  to  be  built  at  Albany:    lie  Says  Geid.  SrhuyhT  will  ho  par- 
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litulailv  useful  to  him  in  procuring  what  be  is  to  furnish  &  will 
be  able  to  give  such  Directions  about  the  Gun  Boats  as  will  ex- 
pedite the  completion  of  them.  I  would  beg  you,  Sir,  to  write 
Genl.  Schuyler  on  ye  Subject  &  desire  his  assistance,  therein,  as 
no  man  can  do  more  Service  than  the  Genl.  if  he  can  be  induc'd 
to  undertake  the  Direction  of  that  matter:  As  I  am  lately  come 
to  this  Post  &  not  furnish'd  with  any  acc't  of  what  is  prepard, 
or  where  the  various  works  are  carrying  on,  what  workmen  are 
imploy'd;  what  materials  are  now  ready  or  Tools  to  work;  in 
Short  I  come  to  this  Command  in  most  disagreable  circumstances, 
nothing  done,  every  Thing  expected  &  wish'd  for  &  every  Thing 
in  confusion,  I  have  every  Thing  to  pick  from  perfect  chaos.  I 
must  therefore  beg  you  to  give  me  what  assistance  you  can  & 
that  you  would  write  Col.  Wyncoop  from  Time  to  Time  at  Albany 
&  give  Such  Directions  as  you  think  necessary.  I  am  with  Es- 
teem &  Regard  Y'r  Excellency's  Obed't  h'e  Serv't 

Sam'l  H.  Parsons. 
D'r  Sir,  I  will  write  to  Genl.  Schuyler  agreable  to  your  Re- 
quest &  give  you  every  other  assistance  in  my  Power  in  forward- 
ing thje  works  under  your  Direction.  I  know  the  Confused  State 
you  must  have  found  Things  in  &  most  sincerely  wish  they  had 
been  hitherto  so  conducted  as  to  have  made  your  Task  more  Easy 
to  yourself  &  advantageous  to  the  public.  I  will  write  to  Mr. 
Wisner  to  attend  his  Duty  &  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  Clinton. 
Poughkeepsie  IGth  Feb'y  1778. 

Genl.  Parsons. 
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WASHINGTON  DECLARER  TTTE  KITrATION  ALAIJMINO. 
A  Famine  in  Camp— Troops  Nalrd  ,uu]  Starving,  but  ratimt  and 
Displaying  Fortitude. 
*Head-Quarlei'M  Valley  F<irt;o.  k;  Frbrmny  1778. 

Dear  Sir:— It  is  with  great  nliicliiiicr  I  In.ul.lt.  you  on  a  nab- 
ject,  which  does  not  properly  fall  williin  your  provinr.-;  but  It 
is  a  subject  that  occasions  mo  more  distreHS,  than  I  havp  felt 
since. the  commencement  of  the  >Yar;  and  wliidi  loudly  demancln 
the  most  zealous  exertions  of  every  person  of  weight  and  au 
thority,  who  is  interested  in  the  suecess  of  our  alTairH;  I  mean 
the  present  dreadful  situation  of  I  he  army  f<.r  want  of  provi»- 
ions,  and  the  miserable  prospects  before  us  with  rcMpect  to 
futurity.  It  is  more  alarming,  than  you  will  probably  conceive; 
for  to  form  a  just  idea,  it  were  necessary  to  be  on  the  spot.  For 
some  days  past,  there  has  been  little  less  than  a  famine  In  ramp. 
A  part  of  the  army  has  been  a  week  without  any  kind  of  lleBh, 
and  the  rest  three  or  four  days.  Naked  and  starving  an  they  are, 
we  cannot  enough  admire  the  incomparable  patience  and  fidelity 
of  the  soldiery,  that  they  have  not  been  ere  this  excittKl  by  their 
suffering  to  a  general  Mutiny  and  dispersion.  Strong  Hymptoms, 
however,  of  discontent  have  appeared  in  particular  inHtnnce«; 
and  nothing  but  the  most  active  efforts  everywhere  can  long 
avert  so  shocking  a  catastrophe. 

Our  present  sufferings  are  not  all.  There  is  no  foundatiou  laid 
for  any  adequate  relief  hereafter.  All  the  magazines  provided 
in  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania.  Delaware,  and  Mary- 
land, and  all  the  immediate  additional  supplies  they  Hecm  cap- 
able of  affording,  will  not  be  suflicient  to  support  the  army  more 
than  a  month  longer,  if  so  long.  Very  little  has  bei-n  done  to 
the  eastward,  and  as  little  to  the  Southward;  and  whatever  we 
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liavf  a  right  to  expect  from  lliose  (luarters  must  necessarily  be 
very  remote,  and  is.  indeed,  more  precarious  tlian  could  be 
wished.  When  the  fore-mention<?d  supplies  aic  cxhausled,  Avliat 
a  terrible  crisis  must  ensue,  unless  all  the  energy  of  the  conti- 
nent shall  be  exerted  to  provide  a  timely  remedy! 

Impressed  with  this  idea.  I  am.  on  my  part,  putting  every  en- 
gine at  work,  that  I  can  jxissilily  think  of.  to  ])revent  the  fatal 
consequences,  we  have  so  great  reason  to  apprehend.  I  am 
calling  upon  all  those,  whose  stations  and  influence  enable  them 
to  contribute  tlieir  aid  upon  so  imiwrtant  an  occasion;  and,  from 
your  well  known  zeal.  I  expect  every  thing  within  the  compass 
of  your  power,  and  that  the  abilities  and  resources  of  the  State 
over  which  you  preside  will  admit.  I  am  sensible  of  the  disad- 
vantages it  labors  under,  from  having  been  so  long  the  scene  of 
war,  and  that  it  must  be  exceedingly  drained  by  the  great  de- 
mands to  which  it  has  been  subject.  But,  Ihough  you  may  not 
be  able  to  contribute  nmterially  to  our  relief,  you  can  perhaps  do 
something  towards  it;  and  any  assistance,  however  trifling  in 
itself,  will  be  of  great  moment  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  and  will 
condu(;e  to  the  keeping  of  the  army  together,  till  the  commis- 
sary's department  can  be  ]m(  upctn  a  better  footing,  and  etVeciual 
measures  concerted  to  secure  a  permanent  and  competent  supply. 
\\'hat  methods  you  can  take,  you  will  be  the  best  judge  of;  but, 
if  you  can  devise  any  means  to  procure  a  (juantity  of  cattle,  or 
other  kinds  of  flesh,  for  the  us(.'  of  this  arniy,  to  be  at  cam])  in 
the  course  of  a  month,  you  will  render  a  most  essential  service 
to  the  common  cause.  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 
TTo  <  If'orge  Clinton.] 
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[No.  1074.1 
Governor  Clinton  Appmls  to  (lovcnn,,-  ('.,,,1.,   ,,/   /,•/„„/.    /./„„,/  f,,, 

Cannon. 

[IVb.  lU  1778.] 

Sir,  By  the  loss  of  the  foi-ls  on  lln.lsuii.s  Kivor,  the  enemy  hav»? 
got  the  command  thereof.  &  theiehy  the  Comnmiiicalii.n  iM-lw.-en 
the  E,  &  western  States  is  become  very  uiici'ilain. 

In  that  Situation  the  Public  Service  in  I  lie  ('«nu-se  of  nt-xt  cam 
paign  might  Suffer  in  a  vai-ioly  of  way.M.  And  the  IL,  the  Con- 
gress view  the  matter  as  so  caiMtai.  Iliat  llioy  liave  TU'Holvod  and 
ordered  that  every  possible  measure  sliall  Im'  i.nisnrd  bv  tin-  ('. 
[Commanding]  officer  in  this  depart nir-nt  to  pnt  (he  paBWB  on 
the  Eiver  in  a  respectable  state  of  Defence  iM-fon*  (he  Si-UHon  will 
permit  the  enemy  to  possess  it;  and  I  hey  have  requestcil  me  to 
afford  every  aid  in  my  power  to  effect  tlie  accompliRlim't  of  this 
important  Service. 

As  we  have  no  cannon  bnl  spicli  as  the  eni-my  have  left,  as 
supposing  them  unfit  for  Service.  I  nm  under  the  neeesRJty  of 
applying  to  you  for  sueh  as  can  be  spared  fi<»ni  y<»ur  state,  of 
which  I  am  informed  there  are  a  considerable  number.  (Jenl. 
Putnam  will  shew  your  Excell'cy  a  Copy  of  the  Kesolution  of 
Congress,  which  will  apologize  for  my  request,  as  tliei-cby  every 
state  are  requested  to  furnish  such  materials  as  an-  ilicir  power 
for  this  use. 

[To  Governor  Cooke  of  Kliode  Island.] 


760  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 

[No.  1075.] 

Captain  Mott  Reports  Scarcity  of  Provisions  at  New  Windsor — 
And  Lieutenant  Connolly  Drops  a  Hint  as  to  Flour. 

New  Windsor  16th  February  1778. 

Sir,  General  James  Clinton,  who  has  been  much  indisposed  for 
Several  Days  past;  has  directed  me  to  Send  the  inclos'd,  &.  to 
Communicate  to  your  Excellency,  the  Situation  the  Troops  &c. 
are  at  present  in,  at  this  post  respecting  provisions,  with  the 
means  which  have  been  made  use  of  for  three  weeks  past  for  our 
Support.  Capt.  Robinson  purchasing  Commissary  for  this  place, 
Resigned  about  three  weeks  since,  at  a  Time  when  we  had  no 
Stock  of  provisions  on  hand;  not  Even  for  three  Days.  Since 
which,  all  the  Supply  we  have  had,  has  been  obtain'd  by  press 
warrants — a  mode  of  Supply  precarious  &  impolitick;  By  the 
General's  order,  I  have  repeatedly  wrote  to  General  Putnam  on 
this  matter,  informing  him  fully  of  our  Situation;  his  answers 
were,  that  he  had,  &  woud  again,  order  one  of  the  Commissaries 
on  the  other  side  of  the  River  to  Supply  the  Store  here;  &  all  the 
Benefit  receiv'd  from  his  order  has  been  only  Eleven  Cattle  the 
week  before  last  which  was  like  a  Drop  of  the  Buckett,  for  500 
or  six  hundred  men.  General  Clinton  wrote  to  General  Parsons 
yesterday  on  this  matter;  &  am  in  some  small  hopes  that  it  will 
have  the  Desired  Effect.  The  principal  Design  of  the  General, 
in  writing  this  is,  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  with  our  Trans- 
action here,  &  the  reasons  which  influenced  the  same,  least  Evil 
minded  persons  might  make  an  111  use  of  it,  to  our  prejudice.  I 
am  Sir  very  Respectfully  Your  Excellency's  most  hum.  Serv't 

Gershom  Mott,  Cap.  Artill'y. 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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Copy. 
D'r  Sir,  A  few  minutes  after  1  parted  with  you  I  mot  a  man 
inquiring  for  Governor  Clinton.  I  told  him,  lie  was  not  at  New 
Windsor,  upon  that  he  turn'd  back  with  me;  upon  the  way,  h«« 
told  me  his  Business  with  the  Governor  was  lo  (.1.1  ain  a  permit 
to  ship  2  or  300  Barrels  flour  from  some  Post  in  New  England 
for  the  West  Indies;  I  ask'd  him  if  the  flour  was  there;  No,  Said 
he  the  flour  is  here.  He  lives  at  the  Forge,  he  is  Doctor  in  Com- 
pany with  Bruster — if  you  are  Short  in  ll<.ui-,  then-  is  a  Hmad 

hint  for  you.     Yours, 

Micliacj  Connolly,  i^t. 

Dated  Murderers  Creek  13  Feb'y  1778. 

To  Capt.  Mott. 


[No.  1076.] 
More  Confiscated  Flour. 
Southeast  Precinct  IGth  February  1778. 
May  it  please  your  Exelency.  We  about  Two  Months  a^o 
presum'd  to  stop  a  percel  of  Flour  said  to  be  the  property  of  one 
Helmes;  made  Immediate  Report  thereof  to  the  Council  of  Safty; 
in  answer  we  were  favour'd  with  a  Coppy  of  the  License  granted 
by  the  Council  to  the  said  Helms  with  a  Coppy  of  the  oath  on 
which  said  License  was  granted  with  Directions  fn.ni  tin-  Coun- 
cil, that  in  Case  the  Conduct  of  Helms  was  not  Correspondant 
with  the  Tennor  of  s'd  oath  and  License  to  apprehend  and  Com- 
mitt  him  for  Tryal  and  Detain  the  Flour;  previous  lo  the  He 
turn  of  the  Express  Dispatch'd  with  our  Report  to  Council 
Helms  made  his  escape  and  has  not  appear'd  here  Since.  The 
Flour  was  Hurried  up,  some  in  old  Cyder  Hogsheads,  the  Rest 
in  Barrels  not  well  Secured  has  been  ExposM  to  wett  and  is  in 
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Danger  of  spoiling.     Your  Kxch  nries  Diredions  Respecting  this 

matter  will  be  EsteemM  :i><  :i  favour  <lonc'  Id  _\<inr  niosl  Ol»o(lient 

and  TTumble  Servants, 

flos«'|tli  ( 'rane,  .Iiiii'r. 

Jtenrv    laidinlon. 
His  Kxelencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1077.] 
Commissary  Depots  in  Neic  York. 

Fisbkill  Feb'y  1778. 
^lay  it  please  Your  ExcelFv,  I  have  Inclosed  an  extract  from  a 
letter  I  received  from  Charles  Stewart  Esqr,  Com'y  Genl.  of  Is- 
sues, On  which  have  Consulted  bis  Hon'r,  Geul.  IMitnain,  who 
refers  me  to  his  Excellency  the  Gov'r  and  Councell  of  this  State 
for  I  he  position  of  the  Magazines  for  provision  in  said  State. 

J  therefore  desire  his  J^Xceiry  and  tlie  Councell  of  s'd  State  to 
take  the  same  into  their  Considei-ation  and  advise  me  of  tbeir  de- 
lerminalion,  that  I  may  ad  agreable  thereto.  Am  Y\)ur  Excell'y 
most  Obi.  llunre  Serv. 

Sam'l  Gray,  D'y  Com  y  Genl.  of  Issues. 
His  Excelly  Gov'r  Clinton,  i'ougbkeepsie. 


Pougbkecpsie  16th  Feb'y  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  received  your  Ix^tter  of  this  Date  respecting  the 

projx-r  riaces  for  establishing  Magazines  of  Provisions  in  this 

Slate  tV:  as  soon  as  I  can  have  the  Sentiments  of  the  l.egislature 

on  Ihc  Subject  I  will  (•(Miiniuiii<  ale  the  same  Avith  my  own  to  you. 

i  am  vour 

G.  C. 
[To  Commissaiy  (Jray.J 
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[No.   KITS.  I 
]\rA.I()K  STlJANd  .\h\ISKS  I'oijc  i: 
But    General    Parm»^    Jhellnrs   muJ     !,/«;/,     \i,,„„ls    t„   do, 

din  foil. 

IliirlilMiMls  Kiili  1  .us  ,  .  ,-, 
Dear  Sir,  Last  Frydav  1  appli-.l  In  .M;,j.„-  S(n,n;r  for  Twoiify 
Teams  &  had  assurances  tho.y  sIkhiM  Ih-  scni  il.is  Day:  iiiHlojul  of 
Teams  I  this  Day  rec'd  the  inclos'd  lyeder.  The  rnliahitaiilK  hen- 
have  made  great  Comiilaiuts  &  ].orli;i|.s  wiili  snuic  K.-jison  a»,MiiiH( 
the  Exercise  of  military  Force  in  Ihese  Cases;  ind.cd  lis  the  Hoiul 
to  obliterat(^  the  Ideas  of  civil  Liiicrly  .V;  Ih.-  Ki^rlns  <.f  a  citizen: 
T  am  sensible  I  come  to  this  command  in  very  disii;:rcahl«'  -it 
cumstances;  The  minds  of  the  Tcoplc  n.d  (lis|i<»s'd  to  niako  favour- 
able Interpretations  of  such  Exertions  as  liieir  own  nnHcondiirl 
may  at  some  Times  make  absolutely  necessary,  their  Teni|KTs 
sourVl  with  the  (Jeueral  who  commands  I  lie  {►(•|»jir(ment  and  not 
so  well  inclind  lo  my  Command  .is  I  rctuld  wish,  ilu'se  Thinp* 
ouglit  to  make  me  more  cautious  in  in\;idin<:  the  Kijdit  of  yi*  rivil 
jnagistrate  than  AV(»uld  b<'  necessary  wln-rc  .b;ilonsics  iV:  ill  \Hn 
liositions  did  not  Subsist  in  the  minds  »d'  iliosi'  nearly  adjaient 
to  this  Post. 

The  Importance  of  a  Speedy  completion  of  the  works  I  netnl  not 
urge  to  jour  Excellency  who  I  know  feels  the  necesBJty  as  force- 
ably  as  any  man;  I  must  beg  you.  Sir.  to  give  sonu-  Direction  in 
this  c'^:  such  like  Ciises;  and  if  the  ("ommiltre  appointed  to  Supply, 
want  the  authority  mentioned  in  Maj'r  Strang's  fyctter  that  might 
be  impowered  to  impress  where  Necessary  oi-  if  it  must  !»<•  onleni 
by  ye  Commanding  DfTicer  in  the  military  l)e|»arlmenl.  that  your 
Legislature  would  give  Directions  for  that  Turpose:  in  which 
Case  he  would  not  act  in  a  military  Character  merely  but  under 
the  authority  of  your  Act.     The  Weather  is  sueh  that  nothing 
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can  be  now  done  &  there's  Time  to  wait  your  answer  before  I  take 

any  Steps  in  pursuance  of  bis  Letter  which  at  present  I  have  de- 

clind  &  shall  not  do  unless  directed  thereto  by  your  Excellency 

or  the  I^egislative  Body.     Indeed  I  am  of  Opinion  no  Good  has 

or  will  result  from  too  frequent  use  of  this  Practice  by  military 

OfiBcers.     Your  answer  will  much  oblige  Y'r  Excellency's  Obed't 

humble  Serv't 

Sam'l  H.  Parsons. 
[To  George  Clinton.] 


Hanover,  Febru'y  16th  1778. 

Sir,  Agreable  to  your  request  I  have  tryed  these  two  days  to 
get  Teams  but  cannot  prevail  on  any.  The  Committee  supposes 
that  it  does  not  come  under  their  authority  to  give  a  warrant  to 
Impress  Teams  there  being  no  clause  in  the  Resolution  for  that 
purpose. 

You  being  the  Commanding  OflQcer  to  whom  the  charge  is 

Committed  with  the  Committee  appointed  to  assist  you,  I  do  not 

know  of  any  better  method  (and  so  speady  to  obtain  them)  as  for 

you  to  send  down  a  guard  with  Orders  to  Impress  Teams  for  that 

purpose  and  if  you  desire  I  will  direct  them  where  to  go.     I  am 

your  most  obedient  «&  Humble  Serv't 

Jos'e  Strang. 
General  Parsons. 


Poughkeepsie  17th  Feb'y  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  16th  Instant  inclos- 
ing a  Letter  from  Major  Strang  to  you.  I  am  sensible  of  the 
many  Difficulties  you  Labour  Under  in  your  new  Command.  I 
am  perswaded  most  of  them  arise  from  the  Causes  you  first  as- 
cribd  them  to  &  [not]  from  any  dislike  to  your  having  the  Com- 
mand. 
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I  am  of  Oppinion  that  Mr.  Sfn.n,  ..  u...  other  (u-udemon  of  the 
Committee  have  competent  aullMuil,  (o  p,-o,.,.re  whatever  .lu.ll 
be  requested  by  the  Commanding  oili.er  .K:  n.av  he  ne,..H«,rv  for 
carrying  on  the  Works  for  (1.,.  Monr.  of  ,he  Hiver  in  ,he  IliKh- 
lands  &  that  whatever  thoy  sl.all  do  o.  ordc-r  to  Ik.  done  ther^^ln 
will  be  considered  as  being  don.  by  ,1.,.  Civil  authority  of  the 
State.     I  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

Genl.  Parsons.  ^''  ^' 


[No.  1079.] 

George  Clinton  Directs  Commissary  Henry  to  Deliver  Clothing  for 

Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Reyinunt. 

Pougliket^psie  17  Frh'y  177S. 

Sir,  You  will  please  to  Deliver  to  Colo.  Van  Sc-haick  or  his 

Order  for  the  use  of  his  Regt.  the  one  fourth    part   of   all    tho 

Blankets,     shoes,     stockings,    shirts,    Coats,     A\'ai8tcoatH    and 

Breeches  which  you  have  in  the  state  store,  providing?,  the  said 

one  fourth  part  shall  not  exceed  four  Hundred  Blanckets,  four 

Hundred  pair  shoes,  four  Hundred  pair  of  stockings.  8ix  Hundrf^l 

shirts,  two  Hundred  Coats,  thret^  Hundred  WaistcoatR.  and  four 

Hundred  pair  of  Breeches  which  is  the  amount  of  each  article 

required.     I  am  Sir  your  Hble.  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

N.  B.    For  the  remaining  three  fourths  of  Cloathing  on  hand 

drafts  were  requested  antecedent  to  the  present  Demand,  tho  thej 

are  not  yet  forwarded  to  you  so  that  the  present  with  the  former 

Drafts  when  received  and  <'oni[ilied  wiili  will  Empty  y(»ur  store. 

To  Mr.  Henry  Commissary  of  Cloa thing  for  the  State  of  New 

York. 


[No.   lOSd.] 

AI.AirMIMi    SCAKCITY  OF  MEAT. 

A  Commiitcc  of  Congress  Makes  an  Appeal  to  All  the  Shi  Us  [nr  It  dp 
for  Wa  shiny  ton's  Arnii/. 

Caini)  near  the  Valley  Forge  Chester  Couuty 
Pennsylvania  Feb.  17,  1778. 
Sir,  ^^'t•  havf  the  llououi-  of  composing  a  Committee  of  Con- 
gress to  eoufer  with  his  P^xcell'y  General  Washington  on  the 
Affairs  of  the  American  Army.  We  find  ourselves  interrupted 
in  our  I'rogress  to  form  an  Arrangement  &  make  the  necessary 
Dispositions  for  the  ensuing  Campaign  l»y  a  most  alarming  Scar- 
city in  the  Article  of  Meat.  The  Course  of  the  Enemy  thro  this 
State  .S:  continued  Draught  of  our  own  Army  have  exhausted  a 
Country  which  never  raised  sufficient  Flesh  for  its  own  Con- 
sumption. Your  Excell'ys  Discernm't  Avill  easily  point  out  the 
Variety  of  melancholy  Events  which  such  an  Evil  must  produce, 
&  how  affecting  ihey  must  be  to  the  Interests  of  the  United 
States:  Mutany,  Desertion,  a  Spirit  of  Depredation  ^:  Plunder 
ending  at  last  in  a  total  Dissolution  perhaps  of  our  whole  Army 
(a  Subject  of  great  Exultation  to  our  Enemies  «Sr  Depression  of 
our  Fi-iends)  will  be  the  immediate  Consequences  of  this  deplor- 
able Failure  unless  some  Remedy  can  be  provided.  Some  of  the 
Troops  have  been  4  Days  without  Meat,  &  the  Prospects  of  the 
Commissaries  are  so  light  «S:  i)recarious  that  Necessity  obliges  us 
to  disclose'  our  Situation  &  call  most  earnestly  for  your  Assist- 
ance. Our  liiiiilcd  IviiowU'dgt*  of  the  Resourc«'S  of  your  State, 
&  its  present  Condition  forbids  our  pointing  out  any  precise 
Mode  in  which  this  important  Business  of  Supply  can  be  affected 
&.  it  is  the  less  necessary,  as  the  Zeal  &  Judgment  manifested  so 
frequently  by  your  Excellency  &  the  Gentlemen  in  Authority 
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Avitli  you  will  so  amply  suppiy  our  h.-fidciON.  W  ,-  uould  oul.v 
liiiit,  that  if  from  Uu'  iMTulia,-  ( ;inums(aii...s  .,f  i|,e  Ktuto  of  NVw 
York,  it  can  atfor.l  us  lillle  or  no  ItHiH'  ii.  rn.i.iHl.ii.g  thin  n.-ren 
sary  Article  of  Subsistenc..,  i|  „.:iy  pmlmbly  do  much  in  il„. 
Transportation  of  it  from  ollu-r  Slal.-s.     Our  Hituation  ohliB.-K 

us  (o  call   for  Help  of  every  kiml  .V   U- every  (^nju-l.T.  \  w.- 

flatter  ourselves  it  will  have  its  due  Kited  in  aiiimulin^'  the  faith 
ful  Inhabitants  of  your  Stale  to  the  most  vigorous  filxerlioux. 
We  are  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Kogard  \n\n-  Kxr-irys  moHt 
obed.  &  very  Hble.  Serv'ts 

F.  M.  haiia. 

Natircl  Fnlsoiii. 
»Iini.  Marvie. 
( i(»ii\ .  .Mnrris. 
fins.   Iveed. 


[No.  1(181.] 

Rcturus  of  Colonel  Levi  Piiirliiii/'s  li'it/ininit. 

A  Keturn  of  Coll.  Levi  Pawlin«i's  K(^«;iuit'iii  of  Militia  hah-d  in 
Marbletown  this  17th  Day  of  Feby  1778. 


THE  NAMES  OF    THE   CAPTAINS  COM- 
MANDING THE   COMPANIES. 


Field  officers 

Captain  Jacob  Hasbioiick 
Cap'n  Frederick  Schoouuiabcr 
Capi'u  Andries  Bevier 
Capt'n  Peleg  Kausom 
Cai)t'u  Jocbam  Scbooiimaker 
Capt'n  John  A.  Hmdeuberjrb 
Capt'ii  John  Ha^broiick 
Capl'n  Cbailes  W    Biodbead 
Capt'n  Benjaiuttii  Kortre^ibt 

Total 


1 1 .1  I  §• 

y    I  J      S      U 


2  I     I 


768  Public  Papers  of  George  Clixton. 

[No.  10S2.] 

James  Clinton  Recommends  Sergeant  Harkness  for  Promotion. 

Valley  Forge  February  5th  1778. 

t>ir,  I  expect  this  will  be  handed  you  by  Serj.  Harkness  who 
has  obtaind  a  furlough  to  go  home  on  business.  Since  he  has 
been  in  the  Regiment  he  has  Acted  as  Qr.  M.  Serjeant  the  most 
of  the  time,  and  behaved  himself  with  Credit.  Should  it  be  in 
your  power  to  assist  him  in  promotion,  I  can  recommend  him  as 
a  Soldier,  and  a  Clever  fellow. 

We  have  nothing  meterial  here  at  present.     I  am  Sir  your  most 

Obed.  Serv't 

Israel  Smith. 


D'r  Brother,  The  above  Letter  I  Received  from  Capt.  Smith  in 
favour  of  the  Bearer,  Serjt.  Harkness,  and  if  it  were  in  my  Power 
to  Promote  him  I  would,  as  I  believe  he  is  Deserveing  of  it;  per- 
haps it  may  be  in  yours  to  do  Something  for  him  therefore 
Recomend  him  to  you.    I  have  not  been  well  for  about  a  Week 

but  I  am  now  much  better.     I  am  yours 

James  Clinton. 
Feb'y  17th  1778. 

To  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  1083.] 

SUFFERING  AND  DEJECTION  IN  KINGSTON. 

Petition  to  the  Governor  for  Aid — The  Governor's  Response — The 
Case  of  Jan  Freer. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Govemour  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  State  of  Newyork: 
The  Humble  address  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  &  observation 
of  the  town  of  Kingston:  Humbly  make  known  That  Whereas 
a  Dispute  is  raised  Between  America  &  the  King  of  Brittain 
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touching  &  Concerning  Taxation  America  licid  hucIi  toxins  un- 
just &  illegal  and  unwarrantable  l.v  the  OouHtitution  of  IJrittain 
America  Soon  entered  upon  &  into  nieasuerg  to  previ'nt  Huch 
illegal  tax,  Kingston  soon  unit<'dly  Did  join  and  S«-ronded  the 
measuers  to  prevent  the  Expected  oppression  by  their  early  em- 
barking in  the  Cause  of  Liberty  and  their  perKeve<rinK  and  Con- 
tinued Exertions  in  Support  thereof  have  undoubtedly  Incurn-d 
the  bitterest  resentment  of  the  enemy  to  Vent  such  resent njent. 
&  Expedition  up  the  North  river  was  Determined  upon  and  the 
distruction  of  Kingston  thereby  ElTected  &  Compleated  to  the 
great  loss  &  Damage  of  the  Inhabitants.     Sir,  many  of  the  Suf- 
ferers [who]  woud  fain  Build  are  Discouraged  by  means  of  the 
enormus  prizes  of  things  &  Laybour;  the  unhapy  SulTerera  have 
always  supported  the  Cause  with  a  proper  spirit;  have  all  ways 
Submitted  to  the  present  Government  Chearfully ;  turn'd  out  their 
Number  of  men  on  all  Detachments  and  those  ordered  to  b«? 
raised  to  Reinforce  the  army,  and  always  acted  with  Spirit  A 
Resolution,  however  the  Situation,  Circumstances  &  DifTlculties; 
the  Committee  thinks  it  there  indispensible  Duty  to  address  your 
Excellency,  in  behalf  of  the  Sufferers  of  Kingston,  that  your 
Excellency,  therefore,  will  be  pleased  to  make  use  of  your  In- 
terest in  Devising  means,  whereby  the  poor  Sufferers  may  obtain 
Relief.    Their  Spirit  to  Rebuild  the  town  is  good,  but  their  abili- 
ties Weak;  assistance  for  that  purpose  wouM  be  exceodinR  aRree- 
able  and  mightily  revive  the  present  Dejection  of  many  of  the 
poor  Sufferers.     The  Committee,  may  it  please  your  Excellency, 
Concludes  by  praying  that  your  Excellency  will  use  all  yoor 
Influence  &  Interest  to  obtain  Relief  for  the  i^or  PulTerera  of 
Kingston.    By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Andries  De  Witt  Jun'r  Ch. 
49 


77(»  Pi  iti.ir   I*Ai-i:iJs  ok  (;i:ui:<;k  Clinton. 

I'uuglikL't'pisic'  ITlli  Feb'y  1778. 

Sir,  1  liuvf  rcci'ivcd  ilic  AtMrcss  of  the  Committee  of  Kiugston 
Dated  the  !Uii  Iiisuiiil,  rcspcnin;;  ihc  Distresses  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  Kin^st<»n  A:  the  ;ii(l  r(M|uired  to  enable  them  to  rebuild 
the  Town.  Yon  may  rest  assured  (lentlemen.  That  whatever 
may  l>e  in  my  Tower  to  render  them  shall  not  be  witheld  but 
most  clKarrully  afforded.  1  have  already  sngj^fsted  to  sundry 
Members  of  the  Le«jisl:itiir<\  the  Propriety  of  rebuilding  the  Oonrt 
House  vV:  (Joal  at  public  Expence  &  I  have  Reason  to  liope  it  will 
be  done.  I  have  likewise  mentioned  the  Propriety  of  exempt- 
inj:  such  Number  of  Artificers  as  shall  be  necessaiT  from  Military 
Drafts  &  Duty  providing  they  agree  to  work  at  Rebuilding  the 
Town  for  Reasonable  Wages  which  likewise  I  hope  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  do. 

As  to  Freer  I  think  no  I'nblic  Injury  can  arise  from  his  con- 
tinuing at  Home  at  Present;  in  the  Mean  Time  I  will  lay  his  Case 
before  the  Commissioners  for  detecting  Conspiracies  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  a  late  Act  of  the  Legislature  who  I  have 
no  Doubt  will  deal  with  him  according  Justice  in  such  Manner 
as  will  conduce  most  the  public  Safety  &  Peace. 

I  am  with  due  Respect  Your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

[G.  C] 


The  Case  of  Freer. 

Kingston  Febr.  9,  1778. 
May  it  please  your  Excel hncx  As  })r.  Inclosed  you  have  the 
state  of  the  Case  of  Jan  Fieei-  who  has  been  Committed  for 
C<»nv»'yiiij;  one  (^nackinlmsch  by  water  in  the  night.  Supposed 
by  all  ill)'  [iifMir  jjic  ( 'oiiiiiiii  lee  ( oiihl  jx<'t.  to  lie  a  spie  to  Collect 
Intelligence  and  (o  liiiii^  Inielli;^cnce;  he  was  sent  fioni  "New york 
to  Albany  and  sunn  to  reiniii  a;iain  to  Newyork.  Said  Freer 
aj)pears  to  the  Committee,  to  be  Very  sorry  for  what  he  has  Done 
and  has  made  application  to  the  Committee  by  a  Verbal  suppli- 
cation &  petition  to  accommodate  &  Compromise  matters  have 
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IhoujilK     |.l(.|.ci-    In    |;i\     III.'    sl;il<-    ..f    liis    .;is.-    iM-fMr.-    \ulir    I.X..1 

leiic.y   t(.r  v..iir   Ivxrrll.nrx 's  ;i.|\i..-  :iii,|    I  >ii ...  i  lun.  ih.-r.-iii  or  lo 

Ol'dci-  tlic   111.11 1. T  :is   vuiir   Ivxr.l  I.-ihs    s|,;,||    iIhi.U    |.io|H.r  fur  ||||. 

Coiiiiiiiiiiiirr    ..r    hiiii     in    (',,iiiiii,.iii,.iit     ..r    liis    hiH.lijir;^,.    iln-rt. 

fi'Oin;    iiiid    if   your    K.\(  .•llcnry    Slinir.l    iirmU    |.i<,|M-r    iliat    .Jan 

Firoi'    SlioiiM     he    ciilirr    ( ■i.iii  iminl     in    ( '(•ntiiKMiiMil     or    IHh- 

chai-f'od     bv     llic     (^.iiiiiiiM.-r     llmt     ymir     Kx.-.II.-ikv     will     Im« 

pleased    to    furnish    ilir    ('(.mniiiirc    with    .m    Oaili    ..f    alli«««n 

ance    to    the    stale,    fornr.l     li\     l,f^ris|;ii  m,.,    and    if    ri<»    mj«1i 

oath  is  foiiiK'd  hy  tiic  Lc<:isl;il  iirr  \\i-  Di'sin-  ymir  advJKr,  wether 

the  Committee  sliall  adiniuistcr  ilic  usual  nalli  takin  In-fore  them; 

the  Committee  Sii-  is  of  o|iiiiioii  iliai   ilir  said  Frter  oii^lit  to  be 

Discharged,  if  caB  properly  hit  Done  and  tin-  <'oiiimi(tee  farther 

Requests  your  Excellency  to  Disjiatili  iIh-  man  as  soon  a«  poHHi- 

ble  that  he  may  return  home  to  his  family  w  licrf  h«'  is  \'<'ry  nnnh 

wanted. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

.\iidri<>   I  •••Will  .Iiin'r  Ch. 


A  rei)ort  of  the  Case  of  Jan  Freer  of  Kinj:s(<(n  of  the  matter 
and  fact  appearing  against  him— 

Before  the  Committee  of  Safely  iK:  oltseivation  of  ihe  Town  of 
Kingston  in  ulster  in  tln^  slate  of  Xfwyoik.     \"\/A. 

AVhereas  Informal  ion  liiin;;  ^i\rii  lo  tin-  ('oiiiiiiiti<'«'  of  Safetj 
&  observation  of  Kin^sloii  on  liir  lt;Mi  ila\  of  April  1777.  that 
Jan  Freer  had  ( 'oii\  rxcd  our  (jnacki-nbosrli  an  i  in-my  W'itlj  n 
Knoo  [canoe]  From  his  Faiheis  house  towards  Albany  as  far  a« 
Sagertjes,  and  being  sent  for  ami  t-xamimd  by  tin- ("ommittee,  he 
pretented  to  be  deceived  by  one  Isaac  l.ow.  lio.>  Infornnil  that  th«* 
person  so  conveyed  had  a  good  pass  from  his  Colon<ll  I/iw,  being 
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sent  for  by  the  then  Convt'iitiuii  ui  Cuuiicil  of  Safety  and  said 
Ix)w  on  his  Confession  Connnitted  to  paper,  the  Committee  thinks 
Differs  with  the  Information  of  Freer;  but  the  Committee  hav- 
ing Recourse  to  some  other  Kind  of  evidence  which  wood  not  be 
proper  to  Confront  with  Freer,  but  said  evidence  being  Corro- 
borated by  many  circumstances  that  attended  that  Matter,  per- 
fectly agreeing  with  Freer's  Information  &  Low's  confession, 
which  sufficiently  satisfied  the  Committee  that  said  Jan  Freer 
knew  the  person  so  by  him  Conveyed  to  be  Innimical  to  the  Wel- 
fare of  America  after  being  thus  fully  satisfied  of  Freer's  Guilt, 
the  Committee  on  the  twenty  third  of  April  Last  sent  for  said 
Freer  for  his  farther  Examination  touching  the  Conveyance  of  the 
inimical  person  by  night;  said  Freer  appeared  &  on  his  Examina- 
tion pretended  as  before  mentioned  thinking  he  had  Done  no  harm 
also  pretending  Ignorance  of  the  present  Government  and  of  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Convention  ordering  &  Directing  the  present 
and  future  Conduct  of  all  Subjects  &  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
Kewyork  Respecting  our  Comon  Enemy,  what  the  Subjects  ought' 
to  do  and  what  they  are  prohibited  to  do,  all  his  pretended  Ignor- 
ance was  not  believed  by  the  Committee.  The  members  of  the 
Committee  then  present  in  Committee  being  moved  for  Certain 
reasons  to  ofifer  unto  Jan  Freer  an  oath  of  alliegance  to  test  him 
that  way.  Which  When  ofifered  to  him  he  did  not  know  the  im- 
port thereof,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  Explaind  &  Ex- 
pounded to  him  the  Oath;  he  then  urged  to  have  some  Longer 
time  to  Consider  thereon;  the  Committee  insisted  upon  his  taken 
the  Oath,  which  was  tendered  to  him;  finally  Jan  Freer  Denied 
to  take  the  Oath.  Then  the  Committee  took  the  Whole  matter 
of  Freer  into  Consideration  and  unanimously  Resolved  that  said 
Jan  Freer  had  merited  to  be  secured  in  Goal  for  the  offence  by 
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him  Committed,  ami  the  Mall.-r  K.|m„(...|  i.,  i1„.  Couudl  of  HuU-ty 
Which  was  accord iu-ly  den.-;  .in.l  s;.i.|  ,laii  I'V<mt  n-rnainM  in 
Goal  iintill  the  BeiJiiuuiii-  cf  OriolMT  laHi,  ami  Whu  onlrmi 
among  other  Prisioners  to  the  slalr  of  Connectinjl,  and  after  Jan 
Freer  had  ben  their  a  while  Confiiid  in  \VetlicrHn«-hl  in  (Joal,  he 
their  got  So  much  iu  favour  of  ihc  Sheriff  lo  obtain  hiH  rt-rtin- 
cate  to  go  &  Remain  home  mil  ill  \\\r  liist  day  of  manh;  in  bin 
coming  home  happened  to  meet  with  one  ThoiupHon,  a  wrhoul 
master,  who  wrote  a  petition  for  him  Calculated  to  l>('»«-ive  the 
illeterate,  and  got  fifty  nine  persons  to  Sign  ii,  tiiinly  [ijotin«]  of 
which  the  Committee  was  Iiifoiim'd.  Sent  for  .Ian  Freer  and 
Examin'd  him,  Touching  the  Petition,  and  said  he  meant  no 
harm;  there  with  he  delivered  up  the  petition  to  the  Committee; 
a  Little  while  afterwards  the  Committee  was  Informed  of  another 
petition  by  one  of  the  Signers  thereof,  who  being  Infomi'd  that 
the  Committee  wou'd  Examine  therein;  by  the  activity  of  the 
Committee  the  Scheme  of  Jan  Freer  became  abortive,  and  all  his 
private  measures  Counteracted;  when  said  Jan  Fretrr  found  his 
purpose  So  frustrated,  it  naturally  Show'd  him  his  bad  principal 
&  Weak  side,  &  at  once  became  Dejected  &  Despondent  Concern- 
ing his  present  Case  and  Circumstances;  he  at  once  began  to 
Supplicate,  beg,  &  petition  Verbally  the  Connnittee  to  accomo- 
date matters,  and  after  the  Said  Jan  Freer  had  repeatedly  maile 
Verbal  Supplication  and  petition  and  his  offer  t<i  Swear  true 
alliegance  to  the  slate  of  Newyork  :iihI  al.jnration  to  the  t>rant 
King  of  Great  Brittain  and  l»e  a  irood  Subject  of  the  state  of 
Newyork  and  always  observe  a  proi»er  Snlxtrdinatlon  to  its  I^wt, 
and  Support  said  State  in  all  its  Rights  and  Liberties,  therefore 
the  Committee  Resolved,  to  take  his  Verbal  Suppli<'ation  and 
petition  into  Consideration  and  Resolved  that  ''■.•  ^•••i-  "f   Ian 
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Freer's  Case  Im-  1H;i\\ii  uji  :iiiiI  J.aid  bt-lurc  liis  Kxct'lk'Ucv.  llie 
Goveniour  of  tliu  stale  uf  ^'ewyoI•k,  Wetbei-  he  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  Discharged,  provided,  he,  the  said  Freer,  Oonipleat  and  exe- 
cute  the  Offers  made  before  mentioned  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

John  Dnmont  Clk. 


[No.  1084.] 
A.  Great  Quantity  of  Sugar  Reported  at  FisMill. 

Poughkeepsie  17th  Feb'y  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Capt.  Dobbs  informs  me  that  there  are  now  at  Fish- 
kill  Landing  between  40  &  50  Hoggsheads  of  Sugar  G  of  which 
have  passed  the  River,  the  whole  he  has  great  Keason  to  believe 
are  the  property  of  Th's  Martin  &  Lewis  King  Inhabitants  of  this 
State  now  with  the  Common  Enemy.  They  are  in  Possession  of 
one  James  Beales  &  was  brought  down  fioni  J  J\  ingslou's  Mannor 
under  the  Idea  of  there  being  public  Stores.  1  doubt  not  you  will 
make  the  proper  Inquiries  into  this  Matter  ^i  do  wliat  you  shall 

judge  Kiglit  therein.    1  am  your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

G.  C. 
To  Doct'r  Van  Wyek. 


[No.  1085.] 
Again  the  Scarcity  of  Clothing. 

Poughkeepsie  17th  Febry.  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  honored  with  the  rec't  of  your  Letter  of  the  15th  Inst. 
I  sincerely  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  expedite  the  movem't  of 
the  Troops  intended  for  the  Northern  Expedit'n  by  furnish'g  the 
Necessary  Supply  of  Cloath'g.  It  is  not  however  in  my  power  as 
there  is  not  in  the  store  of  this  state  a  Quantity  worth  mcntion'g 
of  any  of  the  Articles  required  by  Col.  Ilazen  (Shirts  only  ex- 
cepted) what  can  be  possibly  spared  1  have  ordered  the  Com- 
miss  y  to  deliver  to  Col.  V.  Sch's  order  for  the  use  of  his  Itegt. 


PiJi'.i.K     I'ai-kks  ni-  CiKoitc;!;  <"i.i\i..s.  77,-, 

The  pcculiMi-  Silii;ii"ii  of  ihis  si:ifr  cini  (,iv  \,\   iii<-  lMi.-m_\  ifiii 
every  species  of  Idiri^n  'I'lad,.  mimI  .|.|.m\.-«1  ..f  iix  hum.!  o|iuli>u( 

settleni'ls  will  Inllv  ace. i   fui-  ih,.  lian-.-ii  slal*-  uf  our  ('hmlirt; 

store.  I  am  son-.v  In  U-avh  iliai  ili<-  m.-aiis  f..r  rarry'tr  on  the  Kx- 
ped'n  falls  so  unicli  shuil  of  voin-  lv\|MTiai"iis  ilio'  iinl»-<-«l  cvi-r 
since  I  heard  of  (he  i:x|m<Iii  I  f.-aiM  iliis  wonM  I,.-  the  f'liiie  an 
I  had  frequent  ly  heard  Ihr  'I'icmijis  in  ili.-  Noilliwanl  w«t«'  for  a 
long  time  unpaid  and  Naked  U>y  waul  uf  Cjuaili";:  wIikIi  had  In 
dueed  the  officers  to  sutler  many  uf  i  liem  tu  ;;..  hume  on  furlou(;li. 

Be  assured  Sir  that  every  assist  a  ii<e  in   my   |.u\\er  sliall   In- 

Chearfully  atl'orded  yuii  and  Ihal    I  am  with  mm  h   i:sle«'m  your 

most  obed.  Serv't 

fioo,  (Jlintoii. 
Genl.  Conway. 


[No.  lost;.] 

Clinton  Regrets  Colonel  Hazcns  JJxiiaHtiofi  Shnuhl  H*   Ihlaitnl  In 

Coumquenve. 

I'ull;^ldvee|.sie    IT    I'l-hiy    I77S. 

Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  yoni-  leiiei'  uf  ih<-  I  lili  InsUint  ami  am 
unhappy  to  learn  the  Expedition  in  wliieh  you  ureKngjijr<Hl  sliould 
be  delay'd  for  want  of  Cloathing  tlie  more  so  as  it  in  out  of  \\\v 
power  of  this  state  to  attoni  yon  ihe  Necessar.v  Suppl>.  lih  Imi  a 
few  days  since  the  Cloathiug  in  iliis  state  were  made  iKHuable  on 
my  order.  I  have  not  yet  been  favonied  with  a  ri'turn  of  Ihe 
quantity  on  hand  but  I  have  the  l)est  reason  lo  helicve  from  iIm? 
acc't  I  have  rec'd  that  there  is  nut  in  siure  an\  (^uanlily  w«»rth 
mention'g  of  any  (»ne  of  ihe  ariirles  reipiired  shirlH  fxrrpl*-*!.  I 
have  Nevertheless  this  day  issued  my  order  to  .Nir.  ilenrj-  the 
Commissary  of  Cleatli-  in  lavunr  ..f  <'ul...  \".  S^-haicli  or  Ids  or- 
der for  all  the  Cloath'K  in  stuiv  wiiieli  .an  be  possildy  npan-d  1>T 
the  law  authoriy/g  me  to  make  Drafts  uii  the  (ioath'g  ntor.-  I  am 
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warranted  to  do  it  for  the  use  of  the  5  N.  Y.  Regts.  only  and  it 

will  be  Necessary  that  Colo.  V.  Schaick  authorize  the  person  who 

is  to  receive  them  to  receipt  for  the  same  otherwise  the  Com'y 

may  refuse  to  deliver  them  &  thereby  occassion  further  Delay. 

I  am  sir  Your  Most  Obed't  Serv. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Colo.  Hazen. 


For  the  Protection  of  the  Western  Frontier  Against  Indian  Raids. 
•Gentlemen  of  the  Legislature,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  lay  be- 
fore you  a  Cop}'  of  a  Letter,  dated  the  5th  of  February,  from 
James  Duane,  Esq;  to  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  for 
the  Northern  Department;  with  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  them  to 
Congress,  and  also  the  Coi)y  of  a  Letter  from  Major-General 
Schuyler  to  me,  both  dated  the  8th  of  February  Instant.  As 
these  Papers  tend  to  discover  the  hostile  Disposition  of  some 
of  the  savage  Tribes  (who  are  influenced  by  the  Bribes  and 
wicked  Machinations  of  our  cruel  Enemy)  and  to  evince  the 
Necessity  of  adopting  proper  Measures  for  securing  the  Western 

Frontiers  against  their  Ravages. 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Poughkeepsie,  February  18,  1778. 


[No.  1087.] 

Governor  Clinton  Placed  in  Command  of  the  Construction  of  the 
Highland  Defences  tvith  Enlarged  Powers. 

In  Congress;  Feb'y  18th  1778. 
Resolved,  That  governor  Clinton  be  authorised  &  requested  to 
superintend  the  business  of  obstructing,  fortifying  &  securing 
the  i)asses  of  the  North  or  Hudson's  river  agreeable  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  5"  of  November  la-st  &  to  employ  the  militia  of 

*From  Journals  of  the  Legislature. 
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the  State  of  New  York  &  (o  call  ui)on  ilu-  Stiiti-s  of  MaawifliUHclt* 
Bay  &  Connecticut,  for  such  pails  of  ihcir  militia  hh  Iw  may 
think  necessary,  &  thoso  Rl;ii..^  .an  spar.-  <' v.-utiii^  tliiH  im- 
portant business: 

That  the  commandin},'  ofliccr  at  IN-cks  Kill  li.-  (»rd«Tf(l  &  di 
rected  to  furnish  governor  Clinloii  wiili  uioikv  from  the  mili- 
tary chest,  &  to  give  him  every  assislanct*  in  IiiH  power  in  for- 
warding &  perfecting  the  business  committed  to  him: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  tlie  commissioner  of  the  loan  office 

in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  favour  of  gov.  Clinton  for  no.OOO 

dollars  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  huHincss  intrusted 

to  him. 

Extract  from  the  minutes; 

Chas.  ThouiBon  Secry. 


[No.  1088.] 

Colonel  Thomas  Reports  to  the  Governor  Relative  to  the  Forces  Who 
Were  to  Protect  Westchester  County. 

Bedford  February  thlO    '  1778. 

Sir,  Agreeabel  to  Your  Excelenyes  Order  I  Notefyed  the  Colls. 

of  the  Different  Ridgement,  who  was  to  Rais  a  Ridgcmcnt  of 

men,  for  the  Protection  of  West  Chester  County,  Except  Coll. 

Hammon,  who  has  Raised  his  men.     I  Have  ordered  the  Drafts 

from  my  Ridgement  to  march  the  Twenty  fifth  of  this  Instant; 

mack  no  Dout  but  what   they  will  be?  on  the  Oround  by  that 

time.  Shall  Return  the  Oflicers  Names  as  Soon  as  the  men  are 

on  the  Ground  in  order  to  Get   them  CommissitJnattHl.     1  am 

Your  Excelencyes  Hnmbel  Serv't 

ThomaH  Thomas. 

[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 
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[No.  1089.] 

Henri/  Wistirr  Reaches  Wist  Point    Under    Great   Difflvulty  icith 

Sixteen  Teams. 

West  Point  February  19th  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  arived  here  las  Eavning  with  great  Difieulty;  Broak 
the  Road  through  or  Kather  over  the  mountaiu  aud  through  the 
snow  with  16  teams. 

I  find  that  the  ingenear  is  Determined  to  ajiply  for  Such  ar- 
ticles as  will  not  Be  in  our  power  to  aford;  however  I  hope  we 
shall  Be  able  to  provide  what  is  absolutely  nesesary;  you  may 
well  Depend  I  Shall  Doe  Every  thing  in  my  power, 

I  must  Just  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  the  people  of 
our  County  are  uiuch  alarmed  at  llicir  apprehentions  of  St.  John's 
Being  i»«'rmited  to  goe  \o  Ncwyork.  I  asked  one  of  the  most 
Sensable  of  them  what  J>aiuiage  he  Could  Doc;  lie  observed  that 
he  might  advise  the  Burning  of  Sterling  works  in  <»r(icr  to  pre- 
vent out  giting  the  Chain  Done.  I  told  him  I  Beleivd  you  would 
Consider  well  of  the  matter  Before  you  would  grant  that  per- 

mition.     I  am  Sir  your  Humble  Servant 

Henry  Wisner. 
[To  G.  C] 


[No.  1090.] 

General  Ten  Broeck  Reports  that  Three  of  His  Colonels  Are  Still 

Delinquent. 

Albany  lOlli  Fcl.ry.  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  favoiiird  with  yoiiis  of  the  4tli  ^:  I'Jih  Instant  with 
oi'drMs  Inchtsrd.  I  hiinHMli;itciy  ( 'onntri  iiiaiKhMl  th<*  oith-i'  ]  liad 
IssuchI  to  Embody  SO  men  of  iIk-  militia  of  Tryon  &  sent  Copy 
of  your  Excellency's  oi-dcrs  to  i1m'  otlicer  Commanding  the  mili- 
tia of  <Miarlottce  <"onnty  «.V:  liav<*  Requested  him  to  meet  me  at 
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Albany  without  delay  lor  ili.'  I'iiiim.s.-s  tli.irin  iii.-iiii.,ii.Ml;  h,- 
is  not  yet  come;  I  have  made  no  allciaiinn  in  iii\  nnlcr  for  Km 
bodying  320  men  oiii  of  my  i:ii-;i(|.-;  .iin  in  ^r,...;it  h«)|M-K  tliai 
number  will  be  ('oinplcal  in  ;i  t.w  da\s.  1  am  aliu^.ili.r  I  na. 
quainted  with  Ihc  Sii-cufidi  uT  ih.-  militia  nf  (  harl..!  (.•«•  Coiiiiiy; 
from  Information,  I  am  Incliiitd  lo  lliink  l.ui  f.w  m<ii  .an  In- 
Expected  from  that  (^hiailcr.  1  shall  iis<-  my  Itmost  IjidtavouPH 
to  furnish  tlie  Qnola  of  uwu  Dirccloil. 

Notwithstandiii*,^  my  wiillt-n  OkIcis  rssmd  Immediately  after 
the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  ra\<iiii-  of  thr  inh  .lan'ry,  there 
are  still  three  Colonells  who  have  iiol  matl<-  K<iiiiii  of  ihcir 
Regiments;  from  the  Returns  T  have  KccM,  I  lia\c  math-  out  as 
Compleat  &  Perfect  a  Retiiin  ot  my  P.rigadc  as  1  am  llnaMitl 
to  do,  which  I  herewith  send  your  Excellency;  the  vacanci«'n 
will  appear  from  the  lists  of  the  Respective  RegimentH  &  H(»rry 
I  am  to  say,  that  Several  names  in  tny  o|.itiion  ou^ilil  to  l»o 
erased — Especially  the  Disaffected  of  \vlii<  h  I  am  Infurniod  there 
are  Severall  &  some  who  are  by  no  means  (^nalili.-.j.  I  shall  al 
ways  be  Extremely  Carefull  in  Kccomm.'ndini:  ih.-  im>si  I'rop.-r 
Persons  in  my  humble  opinion,  at  ]uesenl  1  iliink  my  s.-lf  Inade- 
quate to  the  task,  your  Excellency  will  thnrfon-  I  hojK'  Excuse 
me  for  not  doing  of  it  at  this  time.     I  Wemain  with  ;,'i-.ai  Kst.-^-ni 

Your  Most  Obedt  Hum'le  Serv't 

Alt'm  Ti  n  Hrocck. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  CliriJorr. 
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[No.  1091.] 

CHEERING  NEWS  FROM  FORT  SCHUYLER. 

The  Garrison  in  Excellent  Health  and  Vii/or  ami  Iha^ly  for  the 

Tories  and  Indians. 

Fort  Schuyler  20th  Fehniary  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  Ever  anxious  for  your  wollCcar  and  Mapi-in.ss,  I  .-in- 
brace  this  Opportunity  of  in(|niiin;,r  ;,||,.,.  j,.  ,,„.  |.,„j  ,j,,,^.  ,  ,^,^^j 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  your  mind  was  (o  nm.h  takm  up 
with  the  safety  of  your  family  and  Neijrhbourhood  who  wa.s  th.-n 
invaded  by  the  cruel  oppressors  of  Liborly,  where  (he  c(.ininittetl 
the  most  Barbarious  acts  of  cruelty  on  the  peaceabh-  InhabiiantH 
on  the  North  river,  especialy  Kingston,  wlii.h  was  (im«.  the 
happy  peace  &  plentiful  Situation  of  the  antient  posessors.  liut 
the  glorious  defeat  of  the  most  magnimous  Lieut.  Genl.  Burgoyn, 
soon  put  a  stop  to  their  wild  carrer  and  made  them  refnrn  with 
Shame  and  precipitation  &  quit  thir  wild  project  of  reducing 
this  State  to  the  most  deplorable  situation  of  slavery  &  dispotic 
Tyrany,— We  are  makeing  all  the  possible  preperations  for  the 
ensuing  campeign  at  this  Garrison  that  the  season  will  admit  of; 
we  have  got  in  about  1000  Picquets,  a  large  quantity  of  Siiuare 
Timber  for  Bomb  proof  Barracks  and  alMnil  40(i  Coi-d  of  lire- 
wood,  Provisions  are  daily  comeing  in,  that  wiiit  li  is  ^'uod  and 
wholsom,  so  that  before  the  Sleighing  is  done  I  am  in  lioji.s  we 
Shall  have  enough  to  enable  us  to  stand  a  six  nnuith  Seige, 
should  the  Enemy  be  so  hardy  as  mak  any  attempts  this  way 
next  Season.  Our  Regt  I  asure  you  cut  a  respectable  figure 
when  embodied,  our  number  not  dispicablo.  which  nmountH  to 
438  Effective  Rank  &  File,  in  good  Health  and  full  of  vigor. 
The  infamous  Buttler  has  had  a  treaty  wiih  ihe  Indians  thJH 
winter  at  Niagara,  where  he  made  them  many  large  presenta 
&  in  particular  300  of  Burgoyns  Silver  medals  to  their  young 
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Warriors,  and  many  fair  proinisos  of  Takeinjj;  this  ( Jarrison  next 
Season;  tliis  news  we  obtained  by  some  of  Tuscarora  Indians 
who  were  at  the  Treaty  and  protended  to  be  their  friends;  how- 
ever Should  he  come,  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  go  off  (if  he  can) 
with  greater  Shame  than  he  done  before. 

Please  to  send  me  by  the  Bearer  the  Votes  &  proceedings  of 
the  Sennet  [Senate]  &  whatever  news  you  can  collect,  which  I 
will  esteem  as  a  particular  favour,  for  I  asure  you  we  have  little 
or  no  news  here  but  what  is  raised  among  ourselves. 

My  D'r  S'r,  it  is  now  with  shame  &  confusion,  I  begin  to  re- 
flect on  the  many  good  &  friendly  advices  you  have  graciously 
bestow'd  upon,  which  had  I  followed  I  might  have  been  more 
servicably  to  my  country  &  a  Better  member  Society;  especially 
when  I  sit  on  Court  martials  I  see  the  fatal  necessity  of  not 
having  that  knowledge  of  the  Law,  which  I  once  had  so  fair 
an  opportunity  obtaining  from  your  wisdom  &  good  Council. 
My  best  respects  to  Mrs,  Clinton,  Dr.  Tappen  &  his  Wife  &  to 
friends  below,  and  may  everything  great  &  good  conspire  to 
render  your  administration  as  chief  magistrate  of  this  State 
easy;  and  may  God  of  his  unerring  wisdom  and  providendence 
guide  &  direct  you  in  this  great  day  of  Tryal,  is  &  ever  will  be, 
the  wishes  of  your  most  affectionate  &  Humble  Serv't 

George  I.  Denniston. 
Excuse  the  Scroll. 

[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1092.] 
The  Case  of  Thomas  Palmer,  Tory. 
Sir,  Tlie  Bearer  hereof  Silas  Gardner,  being  PerniiM(<l  mulrr 
Sureties  by  the  Sheriff  of  Hartford  in  Connecticut  lo  come  home 


rnr.i.ir   r.M'Kks  ..!•  (ii:nit<;i.:  ('mntov.  7s:i 

and  see  his  FaTMilj  aii,l  i..|ii.„  a-:.i„  Uy  n,,.  |,„i,  „,  >,;,,,,,  „.,^,^ 
in  Case  this  State  does  nul  .h.,i;;,.  Sat.-  ,u  I'.-nuii  him  to  r. 
main  at  home;  he  is  Kxhvamlv  .\nxi<..,s  in  n-nmin  at  ho,ni.  with 

his   Famil.v    has,    thcn-r.Mv,    Applvr.l    „.   r..,M„.iM,.   ..f  (hU 

Destrict,  and  to  me  as  Cl.aiinuM  <.r  i  li.-  ( •.M.umi  i ,f  ,  |„.  ( •,.,.„i.> . 

But  we  are  of  opinion  tiiat  tli,-  N;,hin-  of  l.is  Cii,..-  and  .nai.m-r 
of  his  Confinement,  puis  it  l.cyuii.l  our  i'ow.-r  i„  lnii-rf..r«-  in 
the  least  in  the  matter  were  we  Dispcs.-d  („  ^h,  u,  \\,.  |,;,v,.^ 
therefore,  Informed  him  that  liis  .,nly  K'.-himIv  is  i.,  :,,,,,iy  t,, 
your  Excellency.  He  has  been  Jiiii...minak'  wiih  i,,..  i,,  write  to 
your  Excellency  in  his  favour  wlii.  h  |  raimnt  .1,,  ;,s  I  ,aii  Kn 
dence  nothing  for  him  more  than  that  he  now  Sc.-iiis  vi-ry  fnil 
of  Contrition.  But  that,  every  Villian  will  f.-ijrn  i„  |,<.  ,„„ii| 
they  have  gained  their  Liberty.  JI..w.v.  r.  I  Siipp.,s«.  the  State 
may  promise  themselves  as  mudi  Scfiiiity  from  his  Knlarjje 
ment  under  proper  Restriction  and  umU-i  Sn.h  Semritv  an  hix 
ability  will  Permit  him  to  give  as  many  (.ih.  is  that  arr  LiImt- 
ated.  There  is  one  Circumstance  in  my  hiimtilr  opinion  may 
weigh  in  your  Excellency's  mind,  and  that  is.  thr  histreHJ^Ml 
Situation  of  his  Family  in  Consequence  of  his  Conlhirnu'iit, 
which  no  dout  in  that  Case  will  Imm  ..me  ()bj.-<is  ..i  charity,  an 
almost  the  whole  of  his  INMsonal  l'i(ip<  rty  was  Sold  \>\  ihr  rum- 
missioners  of  Sequestration  lasi  Sprinir.  ami  his  Famii.x  b«'inu' 
Considerably  large  Cannot  be  t'-iiiipnii.rl  wiihoni  him. 
I  am  Sir  your  most  Obcd't  ami  mosi   Immli'r  Si-i\'t 

riiMs.  I'almcr. 
Dated  at  Nas  Burgh  20th  Feb  y  177s. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  llsipiiro  \i-.  \c. 
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[No.  1093.] 

Colonel  Ludinton  Unable  to  Raise  His  Quota  Because  His  Troops 
Have  Not  Been  Paid. 

Honoured  Sir,  I  am  under  the  Disagrable  nesesity  of  acqaaint- 
ing  YOU,  that  I  find  it  to  Be  out  of  my  power  to  Comply  with 
your  orders  in  Kegard  of  Raising  the  Coto  [quota]  of  men  aloted 
me  to  Raise  out  of  my  Regment,  and  that  for  Sundry  Reasons 
in  the  first  place,  the  money  Raised  in  the  other  Regments  By 
thier  asesments  amounts  to  one  Hundread  pounds  Bounty  to 
Each  Solder  By  Reason  of  the  Exemps  Being  able  and  among 
whome  are  a  number  of  Quakers,  But  it  is  not  the  Cace  in  my 
Regment,  For,  By  the  Best  Computation  we  Can  make,  we  Can- 
not Raise  more  than  30  Dolars  a  man,  though  I  would  not  Be 
understood  that  we  have  gone  through  with  the  asesments  and 
that  for  this  Reason  the  act  for  asesing  the  Exemps,  Expresly 
says  that  the  offesar  who  aseses  the  Exemps,  Shall  Be  Frea- 
holders,  and  I  have  not  Such  an  affisar  in  my  Regimnt;  we  have 
m^t  Sundry  times  in  order  to  try  to  Raise  the  men  and  I  yoused 
my  Best  Indevours  that  they  Should  Be  Raised,  But  I  have  not 
an  oflSsar  that  will  asist  the  Exemps;  the  oflSsars  tell  me  they 
posatively  will  not  Call  their  Companies  out  until  they  geet  pay 
for  thier  Past  Servises  in  order  to  avoid  Servase;  on  that  acount 
I  have  had  thier  pay  roles  maid  up  in  time  and  Sined  By  the 
genaral,  and  Have  weighted  on  the  pay  master  for  the  money 
Everry  few  Days,  and  yisterday  for  the  Last  time,  and  He  then 
told  He  had  no  prospect  in  gating  the  money  in  Sum  months; 
that  Being  the  Case  I  am  Sory  I  must  tell  your  Honour  that  I 
know  not  what  further  measures  to  take  until  I  have  Sum  further 
instructions  in  Regard  of  the  mater.  It  is  my  opinion  that  we 
Shall  niver  Raise  the  men,  unles  the  State  asists  us  in  Raising 
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a  part  of  the  Bounty  auci  the  Sohh-rs  t^cctB  llH-n-  wuk*-.  -  .-n 

there  past  Servises.     Sir,  a  few  Lines  from  your  Honour  in  Ito- 

gard  of  the  above,  By  way  of  instructions  will  mutch  ohlJKe 

your  Humble  Servant, 

Henry  Ludintou. 
Fredricksburg  Febuary  20th  1778. 

To  His  Excelency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor. 

P.  S.     Sir,  if  there  Be  a  late  act  past  in  Regard  of  HiiiHin^  the 

men  and  a  Bounty  for  them,  please  to  Convey  the  Same  a«  I 

have  Had  no  opportunity  of  acquainting  my  Self  with  it.    The 

Returns  of  the  Regment  you  Shall  Have  next  week  which  Should 

Have  Had  Before  now,  Had  it  not  Been  for  the  neglect  of  sum 

of  the  Captains  not  sending  in  there  Returns, 


[No.  1094.] 

Governor  Clinton  Hears   Another  Wail   for   Money  from    (iai'Tal 

Parsons. 

Westpoint  20th  Feb'y  177S. 

Sir,  The  completion  of  the  necessary  Defences  on  Hudson's 
River  is  of  very  great  Importance  to  this  &  every  of  the  United 
States:  Nothing  more  embarasses  this  matter  at  present  tli:in 
the  want  of  money  in  the  Quarter  Master's  Department. 

For  some  Cause,  I  know  now  what,  this  Department  has  been 
so  long  neglected,  that  our  affairs  are  already  almost  ruined:  in 
this  Exigency  I  must  intreat  your  Excellency's  Intluence  to  pro- 
cure a  Loan  from  your  State  until  we  can  be  Supplied  from 
Congress:  or  at  least  that  the  Sums  already  advanced  the  Quar- 
ter Master  may  not  be  cal'd  for  at  present.  ShouUl  he  be  obliged 
to  replace  them  soon  our  Works  I  am  certain  will  very  soon  be 

at  a  full  Stand. 

60 


7S(;  Puiu.ic  IVxTKits  OF  Okorge  Clinton. 

I  oujilit  to  iiu'iition   tli;»t   ii(»iio  of  llie  Troops  to  be  rnisd  Ity 

this  State  are  arriv'd  at  or  near  White  Plains,  except  about 

Thirty  at  Tarry  Town — ^that  tlie  Time  of  Service  of  the  militia 

orderd  out  by  ('(tiinecticutt  expires  next  Fr^'day:  and  Col.  Meigs 

Avill  be  orderd  n]t  next  AVeek.     I  am  y'r  Excellency's  Obed't  h'e 

Serv. 

Sam'l  H.  Parsons. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1095.] 
Another  Complaint  of  a  Different  Character. 

Hurley,  20th  Febry.  1778. 
Sir,  On  my  arrival  at  Schenectady  with  the  order  you  was 
pleased  to  favor  me  for  the  Boards  I  had  purchas'd  for  the  Ker- 
kenraad  of  Kingston,  I  found  those  were  already  taken  away 
for  the  continent  and  carried  down  to  Albany  at  the  price  of 
2/7  &  3/10  pr.  ps.  being  the  price  allowed  by  the  County  Commit- 
tee. The  Boards  I  had  purchas'd  for  the  Kerkenraad  was  at 
2/-  &  3/-  in  Albau3\  The  Kerkenraad  think  it  extreamly  hard 
to  pay  so  much  more  than  what  they  were  realy  bought  for,  when 
they  consider  that  they  were  intended  for  the  Church  and  Sutfer- 
ing  Inhabitants  of  Kingston.  The  Kerkenraad  have  requested 
me  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  therewith,  and  beg  to  know 
■whether  they  can't  have  their  boards  in  Albany  at  the  price  they 
were  bought  at,  and  whether  it  be  not  more  Reasonable  that 
the  Continent  Sutter  the  Loss  of  the  difference  in  price  than  the 
SjiffercT's  of  Kingston.  Your  Excellency's  answer  directed  to 
me  ki  Albany,  (as  I  am  on  my  way  thither),  will  be  deem'd  a 
jiMititiibii'  liHw  by  tli<'  Kcrlvciiiaad  of  Kingston.  T  am  very 
respectfully  Sir  ^dnr  most  obed't  Serv. 

Corn's  D.  Wynkoop. 
Gov'r  Clinton. 
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[No.  Ki'.m;.  I 
An  Exciting  Episode  in  the  Life  of  Major  Krt»e. 

Fishkill  LMMI.  Why  'lA. 

Sir,  In  Consequeneo  of  llic  InroniiMiinii  vmi  liavr  Inrii  pl«-:ixh'(l 

to  give  me  respecting  a  Conijilnini  ihmiIc  liv  l'.oj::in<on. 

I  have  drawn  up  a  state  of  I  he  ;il1'iiir,  ;is  lulldws  :iii<l  .sliall  ilciiik 
you  for  laying  it,  before  his  Kxtcllfiicy  <Io\iiiimi'  ("liiiioii.  \'i/.l., 
On  Monday  last  a  stranger  call'd  on  nif  wiili  a  not*'  from  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  Colo.  ilu«:h<s.  u<  Inrnisli  him  >\iili  ;i 
Horse,  Saddle  &  Bridle  to  Convey  liim  in  I'.MSinii,  wiili  lu-» 
patches  of  Importance,  which  he  was  in  (h-livn  in  France.  He 
Inform'd  me  (at  my  Quarters)  that  he  had  Come  la.st  from  l'onj;h- 
keepsy,  where  he  had  Hir'd  Bogarson  with  his  Ilni-sr  \-  Slri^li  to 
bring  him  here. 

I  ask'd  the  Stranger  (in  prcsciue  of  a  nunilKT  of  ( ii-ntlrmmi 
what  he  was  to  give  Bogarson  for  Transporting  him;  h.-  an 
swer'd  Eight  Dollars;  and  Immediately  prtMhn'd  a  htrg«-  num 
ber  of  Bills,  out  of  which  he  desir'd  nu'  to  Vny  U..garsun.  upnu 
which  I  took  from  them,  an  Eight  Oulhir  i'.ill.  and  ..iV.  id  it  to 
Bogarson  who  refus'd  to  take  it;  and  wii.-n  I  .-miuird  ili.-  K.ahon, 
he  said  that  "he  had  agreed  with  ilic  Siranu.-r  fur  Ki^rlii  Silv.r 
Dollars,  and  wou'd  have  them,  and  was  not  to  !•••  foulM  •  or  w.»rdH 

to  that  Import). 

I  enquir'd  whether  he  belong'd  to  tho  army.  In-  npli.d  "  I  am 
an  Ensign  in  the  Militia  and  live  near  ron-hk-.-psi.-."  I  askM 
his  name,  he  said  it  was  Bogarson.  1  tl'.n  uil.i  M  liim  tli.-  KiK'»«l 
Continental  Dollars,  and  desirM  him  lo  takr  th.-m:  hr  iM-rsiHt.-*! 
in  refusing,  and  behav'd  in  snch  :i  Kiniuus  nmnnn-  ih:it  I  Oidrr'a 
him  to  leave  the  Room.  He  ntnsd  to  do  il.:ii  als..;  up«m  which 
I  opend  the  Door  and  pushM  him  nui;  ;mhI  ni.Mi.d  u>  the 
stranger  it  the  company. 
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Hf»  stood  muttering,  without,  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then, 
at  the  request  of  the  stranger,  I  went  and  gave  him  an  Eight 
Dollar  Bill.  He  immediately  went  ofif  towards  Poughkeepsie; 
however  before  he  had  gone  half  a  mile,  the  stranger  miss'd  his 
Cloaths,  and  said  "  the  Damn'd  Tory  had  carried  them  away  " 
upon  which  he  drew  his  sword,  &  gave  it  to  Mr.  Jameson  (a 
waggon  master)  to  fetch  Bogarson  back,  Jameson  pursued  him, 
and  as  soon  as  Bogarson  perceiv'd  a  Person  coming  after  him, 
he  drove  his  Horses  with  all  the  Fury  he  cou'd.  He  was,  not- 
withstanding, soon  overtaken  and  oblig'd  to  return.  The  moment 
he  Enter'd  the  Room,  the  stranger  took  his  sword  from  Jameson, 
&  seizing  Bogarson,  declared  he  wou'd  Scalp  him.  We  Rescued 
Bogarson,  And  the  Gentlemen  present  were  so  much  Enrag'd 
at  his  Scandalous  Behavour  to  a  stranger  (especially  one  who 
was  just  going  from  this  Country  to  France)  that  they  all  desir'd 
me  to  take  the  money  from  him  &  put  him  in  the  Guard  House. 

I  was  as  much  Enrag'd  as  they,  and  took  the  Eight  Dollars 
from  him,  put  them  in  the  stranger's  Pocket  and  order'd  Bogar- 
son to  get  away.  He  then  drove  off  and  I  have  not  since  seen 
him. 

This  is  the  True  state  of  the  matter  as  far  as  I  can  recollect 

it — however  sbou'd  any  further  particulars  be  requir'd,  I  can 

produce  five  or  Six  Gentlemen,  of  undoubted  Characters,  who 

will  solemnly  Swear  to  the  whole;  and  prove  Bogarson  to  be  an 

Enemy  to  his  Country,  and  unworthy  of  holding  any  Commission 

or  Post  whatever.     I  am.  Sir,  your  most  Hum'e  &  Obt.  serv. 

Jn.  Keese. 
To  Colo.  Hugh  Hughes. 
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[No.  1097.] 

John  Wisner  Abandons  Fightiny  to  liuy  Uinj. 

Sir,  In  the  Name  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  AnnTica 

you  are  hereby  Authorized  Impowercd  mihI   Kt-qucHtod  to  pur 

chase  as  much  Hay  and  Grain  as  in  ydiir  1'(iW(m\     Send  it   Im 

mediately  down  to  West  Point,  at  least  as  iinu-h  of  ili<-  liny  as 

can  be  pressed  must  be  left  at  Coll.  Sandses  near  Huttn-  llill. 

It  is  of  so  much  Importance  to  have  the  Navagation  of  IIu(lH<»nH 

Kiver  obstructed,  that  every  other  Circumstance  must  giv«?  wav. 

to  that  Important  Object.     I  will  pay  in  Cash  for  all  siidi  I'm- 

chases  as  you  may  make  and  all  such  Expance  as  you  may  be 

at  in  forwarding  that  necessary  work,  as  often  and  at  surli  timcM 

as  you  shall  render  an  acc't  of  Purchases  made  and  Service  done, 

all  the  good  People  of  this  State  are  Requested  to  a  ford  all  th«* 

assistance  in  their  Power. 

Given  Under  my  Hand  at  Goshen  Febr.  21,  1778. 

Henry  Wisner. 

Commissioner  appointed  by  Congress,  and  the 

Legaslature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Capt.  Jno.  Wisner. 

Copey. 

[No.  1098.] 
General  Parsons  Condemns  the  Creduliti/  of  the  Country. 

Bobinson's  21st  Feb'y  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  The  dark  Scences  which  have  troubled  nie  begin  to 
disperse:  Things  now  look  in  a  more  proniini;  Train.  I  luqM. 
in  all  next  week  to  have  Timber  &  Fascines  upon  il.<-  (Jround 
which  will  make  a  good  Figure  in  our  Fort  &  Hatterie..  if  Mr. 
Wisner  &  Maj'r  Strang  don't  fail  me:  they  have  been  here  & 
seem  determind  to  exert  themselves  to  discharge  their  Duty: 
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aud  I  do  uot  intend  the  Fault,  if  tbe  works  are  not  compleated, 
shall  fall  upon  me.  The  credulity  which  has  so  distinguish'dly 
characteris'd  our  country  hitherto,  appears  to  me  very  imprudent 
&  almost  unpardonable. 

When  the  Fortifications  are  to  be  begun  I  think  no  Family 
ought  to  be  sufferd  to  remain  on  the  Point  nor  any  Person  ad- 
mitted there  occasionally,  but  those  who  are  well  recommended. 
Mr.  Moore's  Family  &  Col.  La  Radiere's  Clerk,  who  is  a  Deserter 
from  Genl.  Burgoine,  I  think  should  be  remov'd,  'twill  otherwise 
become  impossible  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from  having  regular 
Returns  of  the  State  of  our  Fortifications  if  these  Persons  should 
be  dispos'd  to  injure  us.  Your  opinion  &  Direction  therein  when 
you  have  Leisure  will  oblige  Y'r  Friend  &  humble  Serv't 

Saml.  n.  Parsons. 

P.  S.     Colo.  De  Lancy  lias  rcLuined  agreable  to  his  Parole: 
Colo.  Webb  is  not  exchaug'd,  has  gone  into  the  City. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1099.] 

Colonel  Tan  ScJiakk  Makes  Requisition  for  Clothing. 

Schenectady  Febry.  22d  1778. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency,  I  send  down  the  bearer  Lieut. 

Nath'l  Henry  with  a  Return  of  the  Cloathing  my  Regiment  stands 

in  need  of.    I  hope  your  Excellency  will  Please  to  Issue  an  Order 

for  those  Cloathing  to  be  delivered  to  Lieut.  Henry  or  such  a  Part 

thereof  as  can  be  furnished  out  of  the  State  Store.     I  am  with 

Perfect  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obt.  Serv't 

G.  V.  Schaick. 
To  His  Excel'y,  Gov'r  Clinton. 
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[No.  1100.] 

Governor  Clinion  Displays  His  GonfiUencc  in  (kneral  Svhuyh-r  ant 

James  Duanc. 

Poiighkeopsie,  Fvh'y  2;M  177.S. 

Sir,  This  acknowledges  the  Receipt  of  your  I^'ttors  (.f  ih.-  1  lih 
&  19th  Inst.* 

I  have  your  apology  to  the  Gent'n  of  the  Ix*gislatuic  wIki  an* 
perfectly  satisfied  with  it,  tho'  I  believe  it  would  be  verj  agree- 
able to  them  &  I  can  assure  you  it  would  bo  very  .'im<'«*al>l»' 
to  me  to  receive  a  visit  from  you  as  soon  as  you  can  Ih-  span-d 
from  the  Business  you  are  now  engaged  in  and  wliidi  I  coiiciivf 
to  be  so  important  as  to  supersede  every  other  Eiigagrnjciit. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  such  disagreeable  acct»unt  of 
our  affairs  with  the  Indians.  They  were  communicated  to  me 
some  time  since  by  Gen.  P.  Schuyler  and  I  immediately  laid  thtm 
before  the  Legislature,  tho  I  have  no  great  reason  to  believe  they 
will  do  anything  in  consequence  of  it,  as  it  will  be  exceedingly 
diflScult  to  keep  a  competent  Quorum  til  the  Tax,  ]^lilitia  &  K lec- 
tion Bills  have  passed.  For  this  Reason  tho'  I  perfectly  agree 
with  you  in  the  Propriety  of  our  interfering  in  the  Indian  affairs 
as  a  State  I  shall  not  immediately  mention  this  Business  to  the 
Legislature;  however  should  there  be  the  least  Prospect  before 
the  close  of  the  Sessions  of  any  thing  being  done  in  the  Matter  be 
assured  that  I  shall  propose  it. 

Congress  some  time  since  by  Resolution  authorized  in.'  to  ap 
point  a  Commissioner  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  norili.rn  1>.  part 
ment  and  I  wrote  to  Gen.  P.  Schuyler  desiring  him  to  reeonimmd 
me  a  proper  Person  for  the  purpose  and  have  not  yet  been  favored 
with  his  answer;  as  you  purpose  to  be  present  at  the  Treaty  I 
am  very  willing  should  you  not  conceive  incompatible  with  yonr 


•  Neither  letter  found. 
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Office  as  a  Delegate  or  should  it  not  in  other  Respects  be  incon- 
venient in  this  or  disagreeable  to  you,  to  appoint  you,  otherwise 
if  Gen.  P.  Schuyler  &  yourself  would  be  good  enough  to  recom- 
mend another  fit  Person  and  I  will  immediately  make  out  the 
appoint't.  While  on  the  Subject  of  Indian  affairs  I  take  the  Lib- 
erty of  inclosing  you  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  with  a  Request 
to  lay  them  before  the  Commifisioners.  They  sufficiently  explain 
themselves  and  would  wish  the  Commissioners  would  comply  the 
Request  of  the  Legislature. 

I  shall  desire  the  Speaker  to  write  to  Mr.  Livingston  as  I  ought 
to  be  informed  of  the  Terms  he  is  willing  to  engage  upon  with 
the  Person  he  wants  to  construct  his  Slitting  Mill,  and  as 
soon  as  I  am  furnished  with  this  Information  I  will  immediately 
write  to  Governor  Livingston  respecting  the  Matter.    I  am  &c. 

G.  C. 
The  Hon'ble  James  Duane  Esqr. 


[No.  1101.] 
Charlotte  County  Applies  for  Authority  to  Raise  a  Military  Company. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &  Commander 

in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York  &c. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Char- 
lotte Humbly  Sheweth;  That,  Whereas,  by  the  late  Depredations 
made  by  the  Enemy  on  the  Frontier  part  of  this  State,  whereby 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  are  greatly  Reduced  and  whereas 
we  are  apprehentious  of  the  Enemy,  Perticularly  the  Disaffected 
People  that  went  to  Canada,  and  the  Indians,  will  make  some  In- 
cursions on  the  Frontiers  Early  in  the  Spring. 

And,  whereas,  the  Inhabitants  are  in  a  most  Deplorable  Con- 
dition for  want  of  the  necessary  support  of  Life  and  will  be  daily 
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Imployed  in  Procuring  the  san..  wIhmvI,,.  IIm-v  wUI  uul  U-  able 

to  spend  their  time,  to  Per.ue  llu-  , .,,,,.  ........sun-H  to  def.at 

the  Enemies  Designs  as  usual, 

And,  whereas,  it  will  be  preductive  of  n.„l  ('<.nH.,,u..ncc.K  if  uuy 
of  the  Inhabitants  should  unfortunately  fall  a  virtuni  to  tho  Hav 
age  Crew,  as  it  would  not  only  Depopulate  thr  Frontiom,  But 
also  put  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  in  the  (Jreat^et  Con- 
fusion, I  am,  therefore,  Requested  by  the  Inhabitanee  of  naid 
Connty  to  pray,  That  your  Excellency  will  adopt  sonu-  nu.de 
whereby  the  minds  of  the  People  may  be  (Quieted.  For  whirb 
Purpose,  I  am  Directed  to  Petition  your  Excellency  to  CauBe  a 
Company  of  men  to  be  raised  in  said  County,  for  the  Dt-fence 
thereof  and  also  the  Frontiers  of  Albany  if  required,  as  they  are 
used  to  the  woods  and  the  Dispositions  of  the  DisafTected  we  hope 
(if  its  approved  of)  They  will  be  of  Esential  Service;  not  only  to 
this  County  but  to  the  State  in  General. 

If  yonr  Excellency  should  approve  of  this  Plan  I  am  Directed 
to  Recommend  The  Following  Gentlemen  for  Officers  To  witt  Jno. 
Barnes,  Esqr.  for  Capt,  Nehemiah  Sealey  Ifit  Lieut,  and  Dan"! 
Brundidge  2d  Do.  Should  these  gentlemen  meet  your  approba- 
tion as  also  the  other  Request  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  Inform 
the  members  belonging  to  the  Legislature  for  this  County  and 
as  I  am  bound  in  Duty  shall  every  Pray.  I  am  ft»r  and  in  behalf 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Qounty 

Moses  Martin, 
Chairman  of  County  Committee, 
To  His  Excellency,  George  Clinton  Esqr. 
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[No.  1102.] 

Captain  ^all  Wvhtm's  I'amili/  ('(iiinot  aS'/xz/t  //////  for  Venice— 
Governor  Clinton  Urges  That  the  Big  Guns  Be  Forwarded  to  Albany. 

Hurley  February  ye  12th  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency,  Agreeable  to  your  Request  I 
have  spoke  to  Capt.  Van  Vechten  if  he  was  willing  to  serve  as 
Captain  in  the  Twelve  Months  service;  he  returns  you  many 
Thanks  for  the  Offer  and  that  he  can  not  accept  of  it,  that  his 
Parents  can  not  spare  him; 

Your  favour  by  Mr.  Elmendorph  I  have  duly  received.  I  In- 
tend if  the  weather  will  permit  to  set  out  to  Morrow  Morning 
to  General  Putnam's  Head  Quarters  at  West  Point,  I  should 
h;ive  scl  off  before  but  my  being  absent  when  your  fjivour  came 
to  my  House  and  also  the  Creek  not  being  passable. 

Ca.pt.  \';ni  Vechten  juid  utlicrs  at  Kats  Kill  do  take  upon 
them  to  Kecommend  to  your  Excellency,  one  Benjamin  ( '.  Dubois 
of  Kats  Kill,  as  a  fit  Person  for  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Twelve 
Months  service;  he  is  a  lively,  active  young  man  and  an  officer 
in  the  Militia  and  has  been  in  Service  last  Summer  above  Al- 
bany, I  am  and  Remain  Your  Most  obedient  and  Most  Humble 

Serv't 

Cornelius  D:  Wynkoop. 

[To  G.  C] 

Poughkeepsie  23d  Febry.  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  12th  Instant 
;iiid  now  inclose  you  a  Letter  to  Major  QniH-k.-nlMiss,  D.  (2-  <I<'nl., 
wliicli  I  doubt  not  will  settle  the  affair  about  the  Boards  for  the 
Kingston  Churrli  i<.  your  Sattisfaction;  shoud  it  however  fail 
I  hegg  you  w  ill  ajiply  to  Mr.  Barclay  the  Mayor  whom  I  dare  say 
will  interfere  &  see  that  Justice  be  done. 
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1    must    hv'^i!:    yoM    will     |uil  ..  „|;,,lv    allriMl     lo    11...    r;u„,o|,    al 

Ticonderoga  &  Mouul  J.i.|(|Mn,l:,r.r..  l„.i„^r  ^,„^  .i,,,,.,,  j„  Allmny 
&  stocked,  as  they  will  b,.  i„u.  i,  wai.lr.l  in  tlip  o|wniii;;  of  ilu* 
Spring  as  we  shall  nut  be  al»l.-  (..  -.1  :,,<.  ...i„,  |  ;„„  y,,,,^ 
most  Obed't  Serv't. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Mr.  Du  Bois  sball  be  attended  to. 

Colo.  Wynkoop. 


[No.  11  (»;{.] 
James  Fulton  Applies  for  a  Posilhni  nn  lh»  Sl,i(f. 

Sqnair  Hea's,  L';{<|  r«'l»njary  1778. 

Worthy  Sir,  I  lierein  presmm-  to  addicss  vmim-  Kxri'lbMu-y  lo 

acquaint  you,  that  as  1  ai il  »i'  i;iii|.l..\  in.-ni  ai  iliis  Tinu-,  and 

wou'd  veiy  willingly  accept  (.f  a  I'lacr  in  ih.-  StTvice,  for  which 
reason  I  make  bold  to  upply  to  your  I-IxicIIcihn   fm-  that  pur 

I)Ose,  and  if  it  is  consistant  with  Vdiir  II nr  in  a|>|Miini  or  an 

sist  me  into  some  IMace  in   ouv  Army.    I    shall    iak<-   ii    as  an 
Honour  conferred  on  me  and  as  a  favour  n<»i  in  be  forp)ltrn. 

The  Places  I  have  more  particularly  in  view  is  thai  of  a  (Quar- 
termaster, or  Paymaster  to  a  l{eginn*nt  aud  I  huinldy  conr»'ive, 
that  by  being  placed  in  some  such  Staliuu.  it  wou'd  mable  uie 
to  be  of  more  extensive  usefulness  to  my  Country,  and  aUo  to 
myself  than  in  the  Station  I  now  am  in,  but  concemlnp  Ihiu 
I  wou'd  just  refer  your  Excellency  to  Matthew  KN-a  Ktn\r.  In 
hopes  of  your  favourable  acceptance.  I  am  iu  iln-  nn»st  profound 
respect  Worthy  sir  ^'on^  nmsi  oImiIi  \  \.  i\   iri.h-  S.r\"i. 

James  Fulton. 

[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.] 
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[No.  1104.] 

Governor  Clinton  Spurs  on  a  Deputy  Commissary  of  Purchases. 

Poghkepsie  Feb'y  23d  1778. 

Sir,  The  pressing  public  Necessity  for  a  Supply  of  Cattle  & 

Salt  provisions  for  a  certain  immediate  Service  occasiond  my 

application,  to  you  as  an  Assistant  Commissary  of  Purchases 

for  your  utmost  exertions  herein.    The  Service  will  not  admit 

of  a  Moment's  Delay,  and  obliges  me  to  request  your  repairing 

to  this  place  with  the  utmost  Speed.     I  flatter  myself  with  the 

hopes  of  your  being  already  possessed  of  means  in  some  Measure 

to  contribute  to  the  Supply  and  I  beg  that  on  your  way  hither, 

which  I  wish  may  be  attended  with  the  utmost  dispatch  you 

would  use  your  best  Endeavors  to  comply  with  the  present  most 

pressing  Call  for  Cattle,  and  Salt  provision.     I  send  you  this  by 

express  to  prevent  Delay  and  am 

[G.  C] 

I  shall  expect  you  here  Tomorrow  Afternoon  as  I  shall  be 

absent  next  Day. 

James  Read  Esqr. 


[No.  1105.] 

COERCION  OR  COAXING. 

Colonel  Taylor  Wishes  to  Resort  to  Yiolent  Measures,  But  the  Gentle 
Hand  of  Clinton  Restrains  Him. 

New  Burgh  24th  Febr.  1778. 
S'r,  I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  addressing  your  Excellency  on 
a  subject  of  much  importance  to  the  Publick  service.  Some  Con- 
siderable time  ago  I  applied  to  the  Commitee  of  Orange,  for  a 
number  of  Teems  to  be  held  in  Readiness,  with  Conductors  ap- 
pointed, when  Called  on  to  forward  Stores  to  the  Grand  Army. 
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To  the  above  I  Received  au  answer  Yrsti-nhiy,  a  Coppy  of 
which  I  have  the  Honour  to  Inclose  to  your  Excellency.  Hy  the 
Tenor  of  Maj'r  Moffet's  Letter,  it  appears  lo  me  that  the  Com- 
mitee  of  Orange,  Consider  themselves,  as  Exempt.-d  from  Pub- 
lick  service,  under  pretence  of  furnishing  materials  Teems, 
Forage  &c.  for  Obstructing  the  River,  and  it  seems  they  have  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature  to  support  them  therein. 

I  Beg  your  Excellency  will  inform  me  if  that  is  the  Case,  that 
I  may  know  how  to  Justify  myself  to  the  General,  for  not  Com- 
plying with  his  Positive  Orders,  and  in  Duty  which  is  Esential  to 
the  Army.  Ulster  County  has  done  all  the  Service  of  this  Quar- 
ter During  the  winter,  and  not  in  a  Capacity  of  doing  much  more 
at  this  Time.  Could  I  with  any  Degree  of  Reason  call  upon 
them,  when  their  Neighbors  have  Contributed  nothing?  Your 
Excellency  is  not  Unsensible  of  several  methods  I  have  taken, 
for  the  Good  of  the  service;  and  Ease  of  the  Inhabitants.  I  am 
still  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  the  Cause.  Notwithstand- 
ing I  am  furnished  with  a  warrant  from  the  Convention  of  this 
■  state  in  the  following  words  Viz;  by  a  Resolve  of  the  Convention 
of  the  state  of  N.  York  Impowering  the  Q.  M'r  Genrl.  and  his 
agents  to  Impress  Drivers,  Horses,  AVaggons,  Oxen,  Cailh,  and 
every  other  Cariage  that  may  be  l'(»r  the  Use  of  the  Continental 

Army,  Signed 

Jno.  McKesson,  Sec. 

lAt  the  same  time  I  would  do  nothing  Contrary  to  your  Excel- 
lency's inclination.  I  hope  you  will  furnish  me  with  the  means 
of  geting  Teems,  at  this  time  there  is  upward  of  Thirty  Loads 
of  Cloathing  here  and  no  Store  to  put  them  in.  The  Dock  full 
of  salt,  and  we  are  Deprived  of  Geting  any  thing  stored  at  Kick- 
mans  as  the  small  pox  is  in  every  House  there. 
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I  with  imiiatienco  wait  yowr  Directions— and  Lave  the  Honour 
to  be  your  Excellency's  Most  Ob"t  Hu'le  Serv't 

And'w  Taylor  D.  Q.  :M.  G. 
Governour  Clinton. 

P.  S.  Kind  Compliments  to  Lady  Clinton. 

The  21st  before  I  Keceived  the  Inclosed  I  liecinested  100 
Teems,  on  Receiving  this  I  wrote  for  40.  I  dont  Expect  to  be 
supplied  with  any, 

Poughkeepsie  24th  Feb'y  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  equal 
Date.  I  dont  doubt  in  the  least  but  you  have  done  every  Thing 
in  your  Power  to  serve  the  Public  &  have  at  the  same  Time  en- 
deavoured as  much  as  in  you  lay.  to  distress  the  Inhabitants  as 
little  as  possible.  You  must  nevertheless  be  sensible  they  have 
been  much  distressed.  It  is  a  heavy  Tax  on  this  State  to  be  the 
Common  Carriers  of  the  Army  which  you  know  has  been  the  Case 
with  the  People  in  your  Quarter  this  year  past,  besides  being 
oblidged  to  furnish  their  proportion  of  Teems  for  the  Northern 
Expedition  &  every  other  Service.  What  adds  much  to  their  dis- 
tress is  being  oblidged  to  go  with  their  Loads  through  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  to  Eastown  &  often  farther,  &  to  accept  of  Certifi- 
cates instead  of  Cash  for  pay. 

I  am  however  heartilly  disposed  to  give  j^ou  every  Aid  in  my 
Power  to  impower  you  to  impress.  I  am  not  authorized  by  Law. 
This  the  Legislature  only  can  do  &  I  am  i)erswadcd  they  will  not 
if  the  Teems  &  Forrage  are  wanting  for  the  Works  in  the  High- 
lands as  it  is  their  Duty  in  a  more  particular  manner  to  promote 
that  Business  as  the  safety  of  the  State  immediately  depends  on 
their  being  compleated  in  Season.  Some  other  Mode  must  be 
adopted  to  procure  Teems.     I  am  perswaded  the  Country  will  not 
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submit  to  the  present  as  it  is  mosi  nnjust  .v  ..,..•., m;.I.  ,|,..  i,. 
habitants  living  near  the  different  Posts  being  subj.-n  ,„  ,|,.. 
whole  Burthen,  others  a  little  remote,  pass  with<M.i  .-.mlribniing 
in  the  least  towards  it.     I  am  Your  Friend  .V:  Most  (  H..,|-i  s.-rv't 

„  ,      ^     ,  tJi-o.  Clinlmi 

Colo.  Taylor  D.  Quarter  Master  OcnI. 


[No.  HOG.] 
General  Clinton  Orders  Supplies  for  Colonel  ^'an  Cortlandf. 
Sir,  Deliver  to  Colo.  Cortlandt  or  his  Ordoi-  for  (he  Tse  of 
his  Kegiment  four  hundred  Shirts  and  the  one  f.iinni   Tart   ..f 
the  Breeches,  Shoes,  Stockings  &  Hatts  which  you  have  in  Si..ir 
after   sattisfying  the  Order   lately   given   in   Favour   of   C.lo. 
Vanschaick's  Regiment. 
Dated  at  Poughkeepsie  the  24th  Feb'y  1778. 

Geo.   Clinton. 
To  Mr.  John  Henry  Com'y  of  Cloathing  for  the  Stale  uf  New 
York. 


[No.  1107.] 

Governor  Clinton  Pushes  Supplies  Forward  to  Washington's  Armii 
With  Energy  and  Despatch. 

Poughkeepsie  24tli  I'eb'.v  177>^. 

Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  this  Pnic     I  am  fx 

treamly  sorry  to  learn  that  the  Supplies  of  Provission  v<mi  an* 

able  to  afford  are  so  small  as  Ihoy  werr  di'si^nrd  tn  irli.\.-  tin* 

most  pressing  Wants  of  the  Army  under  tli4'  iMinndiaic  ('.nn 

mand  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  bin  <vrn  as  tiny 

are,  I  must  begg  you  will  without  a  Mouk  lu's  Orlay  forward 

them  thither.     The  Slays  which  may  be  wanlcd  to  nanspori  tb.> 

Pork  shoud  fee  immediately  procured  in  the  Neighbourhood  & 
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go  as  far  as  Morristown  without  being  dismissed  which  will 
prevent  Delay  which  woud  be  occassioned  by  Shifting  &  pro- 
curing Teems  on  the  Way.  I  wish  you  coud  enlarge  the  Number 
of  Cattle  on  Hand  by  new  Purchases  &  forward  them  also  if 
they  can  be  possibly  spared  without  the  Troops  at  Fishkill 
thereby  suffering;  &  pray  advise,  me  immediately  when  you  shall 
have  forwarded  this  or  any  other  Supply  to  Head  Quarters  in 
Consequence  of  my  application,  that  I  may  advise  the  Genl. 

thereof.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
James  Reed  Esqr.  D.  Com'y  Purchases. 


[No.  1108.] 

Returns  of  Colonel  Allison's  Regiment. 

A  State  of  Col.  Wm.  Allison's  Regt.  of  Militia  made  out  24th 
Day  Febry.  1778. 
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Field  oflBcers 
Capt.  Sweazy's  Com'y 
Capt.  CourtriKht's  Com'y 
Capt.  Jone83  Com'y 
Capt  Jackson's  Com'y 
Capt.  Little's  Corny 
Caj)!.  Eosecrance's  Co. 

Total 

84 
47 
41 
60 
64 
42 

338 

Benj'n  Tusten  Lt.  Col. 

A  Return  of  Col.  Wm.  Allison's  Eegt.  of  Militia  in  Orange 
County.    March  10  1779. 
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Benj.  Tusten  Lt.  Col. 
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Congress  Contimies'fo  Mamfes^m^ CoH^^^^ 

'  '  Srbi^k  Town;  24¥ii  'R^tiry.  i^7fii.' 

Sir,  My' lasrto*  Yt/ut  'Exb'elle'n6y'^T^y''dkted'  tte  iDth  Inst,  & 
went  by  Messenger  Brown. 

Yesterday  I  t'ad  the^  ionoui*'  Of' jit^g^fiting  Your ' Excellency's 
fatdur  of  the  3d  IHst.  to  CoiigreksV  '  l^he  importance  of  the  neces- 
sary works  fdi*  obstfucting'tli^  passes  of  :^tdtt'h  JTiver  &  the  near 
approach  of  thte  time  when  It  iir^y  be  iri  the' po'Wet  of  ^he'feneiny 
to  oppose  all  out"  attemt)'ts  awaken 'feidecttoii's  truly' alarming. 

In  the  Letter  above  referred  to,  tvas  inclosed  an  Xct  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  Inst,  authorizing  &  requesting  Your  Excellency 
to  superintend  &  quicken  the  dispatch  'of  that  business  &  Con- 
gress still  flatter  themselves  with  an  assurance  that  through 
Your  Excellency's  influence  &  exertions  the  whole  intended 
work  will  be  completed.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reminding 
the  House  this  very  day  of  those  essential  articles  Engineers 
&  proper  Artillery — in  the  meantime,  in  order  to  guard  against 
accidents  I  judge  it  necessary  to  forward  duplicates  of  the  said 
Act  &  of  the  Warrant  ifor  fifth  Thousand  Dollars  which  Your 
Excellency  will  find  within.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  With  very 
great  Regard  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  hum.  serv't 
Henry  Laurens  President  of  Congress. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  New  York. 


[No.  1110.] 
Commissary  Reed  Reports  Supplies  on  Hand. 

Amenia,  24  Feby  In 8. 
S'r,  I  Recv'd  yours  P  Express  and  Observed  your  orders  therein, 
which  I  shall  willingly  &  Chearf ully  Comply  with  as  far  as  in  my 
51  Jfmfoi    ■ 
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Power  at  all  times.  I  should  have  waited  on  your  Exelency 
at  Poughkeepsie  this  after  noon,  as  P  your  Request,  But  one 
of  my  Children  Lyes  at  the  Pint  of  Death,  is  not  Expect'd  to 
f.ive  out  the  Day — which  hes  Prevented  my  Comming  but  mean 
tijue  have  sent  an  Express  to  Know  your  further  Pleasure  and 
Let  you  Know  the  Quantities  I  Can  supply  at  Present. 

I  have  about  60  bbl.  Salted  Pork  on  hand;  my  salt  beef  is 
Cione  on  to  Fishkill.  I  have  about  12  or  14  head  fatt  Cattle 
which  was  Desind  for  Fishkill  but  shall  wait  your  further 
orders  Before  I  move  them.  Mr.  Canfield  his  a  Larger  Quan- 
tity salt  Pork  at  Woodbury  if  it  should  be  wanted;  the  above 
Cattle  is  all  that  Can  be  got  in  the  Neighborhood.  You  will 
Pleas  to  send  your  further  advice  P  Express.     I  am  s'r  your 

Very  Humb.  Serv't 

James  Reed  A.  C.  P. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  1111.] 
Isaac  Nicoll  Sends  Along  Gossip. 

Goshen  Febr.  24th  1778. 
Dear  Governor,  I  this  Day  Saw  a  Mr.  Samuel  Brunson,  who 
Returned  Last  night  from  Pouls  hook  and  gave  me  the  Inclosed 
Letter;*  he  has  Brought  Out  the  New  York  Prints  as  Late  as 
the  16th  of  this  Instant  and  Intends  sending  them  to  Your 
Excellence  by  which  you  will  see  parties  Run  high  in  parliment 
and  our  Friends  Increase,  Col.  Trumbul's  Lady  has  sent  to  Your 
Lady  a  peace  of  Wedding  Cake  which  Mr.  Brenson  will  send 
the  First  Oppertunity.  I  am  Your  Excellency's  Sincear  friend 
and  H'm  Servent, 

Isaac  Nicoll. 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq. 


*  Letter  not  found. 
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[No.  1112.] 
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General  Parsons  Forwards  Corrcspomlr,,<r  to  (l.nnnnr  i'iu,t.,u 
Work  on  tlic  Defences  Procccdimj  Willi  Sinril. 

Robinson's  Feb'y  [241  1"78. 
Dear  Sir,  Inclos'd  are  some  Letlnrs  i-ocoivM  fin,,,  \.  v„rk. 
Birdsall  may  not  be  worth  attending  to;  I  Know  v<.,v  liiil,.  of 
him  but  as  he  was  intrusted  with  a  Flag??  fn„„  tl„.  ('o„„„andinK 
Officer  here  I  think  some  attention  ought  to  be  paid  lo  his  Caso 
for  the  Honor  of  the  Officer  whose  Anthorily  is  Sligli(<.d  Uy  the 
Detention  of  the  Flagg.  I  have  thereforo  wict.^  to  C-nl.  Clinton 
on  the  Subject,  a  Copy  is  Inclos'd,  if  you  think  ii  n.-.-ossary  to 
add  your  weight  it  may  perhaps  release  nr,  iinl,;,|.i.y  man  fi-oni 
confinement. 

We  have  the  Works  going  on,  now,  with  some  order  &  Spirit. 
1000  Sticks  of  Timber  are  cutt  &  many  got  onl  of  ye  mountains. 
I  believe  I  shall  this  week  have  them  mostly  diawn  fo  the  Place 
where  the  Fort  is  to  be  built:  and  about  lOOd  or  l.^OO  Fascim-a 
if  the  Weather  proves  favourable  to  our  Desigus. 

A  few  more  Teams  we  wish  for,  but  an-  most  distrosM  f..r 
Forage,  'till  to  Day  we  have  had  none  &  m.w  hut  a  very  small 
Quantity.  I  intend  tomorrow  to  visit  ye  In.n  works  J»c  tind  y.' 
Situation  of  the  chain,  after  which  I  will  wait  cm  your  K.\r<-1- 
lency  at  Poughkeepsie.     I  am  y'r  Excellency's  Obcd't  Sorv't 

Sam'l  II.  Parsons. 


General  Parsons  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

Highland  2.'^d  Frb'y  1778. 
Sir,  I  have  lately  rec'd  an  application  fmm  y\r.  Ik-nja.  liird- 
Ball  of  the  State  of  New  York  who  went  under  I  he  Sanction  <if 
a  Flagg  to  Long  Island,  and  has  been  confind  as  a  Prisoner  in 
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N.  York,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  war,  and  the  establish'd  custom 
of  Nations.  The  Eeasons  of  his  confinment  as  assignd  by  com- 
missary Loring  are  an  Order  of  L'd  Howe  publish'd  sometime 
last  Summer  that  no  Flaggs  of  Truce  should  be  permitted  be- 
tween Connecticiitt  &  Loiig  Island,  and  the  Detention  of  one 
David  Rice  at  Fairfield  who  was  Pilot  to  a  Flagg  of  Truce  from 
Kew  York  to  N.  Haven. 

The  first  of  these  Keasons  seems  to  have  been  mentiond  by 
way  of  Jest  &  Divertion,  as  since  the  Publication  of  this  order 
several  Flaggs  have  gone  from  Connec'tt  to  Long  Island  &  from 
Long  Island  to  Connecticutt  without  molestation,  the  Design  of 
the  Order  having  evidently  ceased.  I  cannot  tell,  Sir,  wliat  con- 
struction is  put  upon  this  conduct  in  New  York,  but  in  the  View 
of  common  Sense  it  is  an  open  Sc  abundantly  Sufficient  Revoca- 
tion of  L'd  Howe's  Prohibition,  especially  as  the  Practice  of 
sending  Flaggs  from  the  prohibited  Places  was  first  recom- 
menced by  yourselves. 

Rice  the  Person  detaind  &  now  requested  as  a  Ransom  for 
Birdsall,  escaped  from  Goal  in  Fairfield  where  he  was  confind 
for  the  Perpetration  of  an  act  not  only  infamous,  but  felonious 
in  the  View  of  every  civilized  nation.  I  need  not  Suggest  to 
you.  Sir,  the  total  Impropriety  of  honoring  such  a  Villain  with 
the  Protection  of  a  Flagg  nor  the  entire  Rectitude  of  seising  him 
whenever  or  wherever  he  might  be  found. 

In  addition  to  this  the  Flagg  on  board  which  Rice  was,  without 
any  Reason  or  even  Pretence,  came  into  the  Harbour  of  Fair- 
field, when  their  Destiny  &  Limits  were  singly  New  Haven;  for 
this  Transgression  the  Vessell  &  men  might  have  been  justly 
'seised:  But  we  are  not  punctilious  and  would  rather  err,  if  it 
be  an  Error,  on  ye  Side  of  Benevolence.  But,  Sir,  were  Rice's 
crimes,  character  and  first  Imprisonment  buried  in  Oblivion  and 
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tlie  man  by  a  maj?ieal  ypdl  restord  k.  u...  i:,.,.uiaiiou  m 
Honesty,  nothing  can  be  more  improp.-r  or  uj.jnst  tlum  ilje  In- 
tention of  Mr.  BirdsalJ  by  way  of  Kelaliation  fur  ihc-  inij.rihon- 
ment  of  Rice.  Rice  was  seis'd  by,  tbu  order  Si  aiiil.orii.v  of  ilu- 
State  of  Connec'tt.  Birdsall  receivd  his  X-^lagK  from  tJie  com- 
manding Officer  of  this  Post,  Depai-tments,  as  you  very  well 
know  Sir,  totally. distinct  &  unconnected;  nor  is  it  iu  ili..-  l'.,wor, 
were  it  ever  so  agreable  to  tbe  Inclination,  of  the  Ollicf-r  Cum- 
manding  here  to  release  Rice  as  he  is  responsible  solely  to  ihe 
Laws  «&  civil  magistracy  of  that  State. 

For  these  Reasons,  Sir,  you  will  not  wonder  lliat  I  think  it 
my  indispensable  Duty  to  make  a  Requisition  of  Mr.  iMplHuU. 
Were  it  possible,  as  I  am  not  will  to  beleive  it  is,  lliat  Snrh  a 
Villain  as  Rice  a  Felon  taken  in  the  piratical  act  of  rnning  away 
with  a  Sloop  &  Corgoe,  a  man  who  the  Interest  of  man  kind  and 
the  universal  opinion  of  reflnd  nations  condemns  to  the  UuUowrt, 
could  if  known,  be  patriniz'd  by  a  Person  of  the  Rank  &  Char- 
acter of  Sir  H.  Clinton,  yet  it  is  exceedingly  evident  that  the 
Act  of  Retaliation  ought  by  no  means  to  be  directed  to  Mr.  llinl 
sail. 

I  flatter  myself  therefore  that  upon  the  Kcccit  of  this  orders 
will  be  immediately  given  for  his  liberation  and  Keiuru.     1  am 

&c.  '  .   I    /    - 

S.  H.  P"-   •- 

Lt.  Genl.  Clinton. 

Copy. 


Colonel  Birdsall  to  General  Parsons. 

New  York  ye  9th  of  Fcbuary  177S 
S'r,  I  Exspect  you  must  Be  Senciable  of  My  Being  Dctaind  Inar 
a  Prisnor,  Until  one  David  Rice,  the  blaster  of  S'r  Ht-nry  Clin- 
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r<»ii's  t?(liuoiic'i-  is  iSof  aH  IjImm-jv  i^  Kelui-nd  iii  Safely  to  this 
Place;  the  S'd  Mr.  Rice  I'm  Jutoniied,  was  taken  out  of  a  flagg  of 
truce,  Sent  from  this  place  to  Sum  part  of  Conuecktlcut — he  Now 
is  in,  I  SeiK)se,  Fairfield,  Confind. 

I  tok  my  flagg  from  His  Exolency,  General  Putnam  wlio  must 
be  Senciable  of  the  arrent,  I  am  Satisfy'd  that  I  have  only  Persu'd 
my  order  agreeable  to  the  arrant  of  my  Flagg.  The  Commanding 
oflBcer  of  New  York  no  Doubt  is  Determind  to  keip  me  hear  a 
prisnor  unlill  Mr.  Rice  is  Returnd  »fc  what  the  Pretence  of  his 
being  Detaind  is  unknown  to  me,  I  have  Rote  Several  letters  to 
be  Sent  out  &  whether  any  one  of  them  has  Came  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  General  Putnam  is  unknown  to  me — one  I  have  Rote  to 
Governor  Clinton,  Sepose  that  Neither,  But  1  Depend  when  Ever 
a  true  State  of  the  Case  is  made  known  that  you  Gentleman  will 
Spedily  make  the  Exchange  &  Releive  ray  unhajtpy  Confinement 
or  Persue  Such  other  methords  as  may  Equally  Effect  the  Same. 
I  am  now  under  the  Necessaty  of  asking  for  Seplys  &  If  my  Con- 
tinuance Should  be  much  longer  hear,  I  am  Concernd  what  I  Shall 
Do  for  the  Necessarys  Seplys  of  life.  I  have  now  been  hear  a 
Prisnor  upwards  of  5  weeks.  Mr.  Pintard  Esqr.  agent  to  the 
Prisnors  has  till  now  very  well  Seplyd  me.  Mr.  Boudinot,  Esqr. 
Commissary  General  of  Prisnors  for  the  United  States  of  America 
is  now  hear  &  I  Exspect  is  a  going  out  in  a  Day  or  2  &  will  for- 
word  this  letter  &  more  fully  acert  the  Cause  of  my  Detainer  & 
Dew  his  Exdeavour  to  lieloase  my  Confinement — alt  the  Same 
time  General  Boudinot  Informs  me  under  Hk^  (Jituaiion  of  my 
Confinement  &  agreeable  to  his  orders  our  agent  Esqr.  Pintard 
Cannot  further  Seply  me.     1  am  your  most  obedient  c^  Humbl 

Ser't 

Benjamin  Birdsall  Col'al  &c.  &c. 


l*ui5Lic  J'ai'kks  ill'  <Ii:oim;f  Cm.vtos.  S(I7 

[No.  in::. J 

New  York  liniifun  the  Arlirls  of  ('onjaU ration. 

INmj^'likM'j.Hio  i:r,lli  VAi'y  1778. 
D'r  Sir,  You  will  receive  hi -nwitli  ;iti  lOxciiipliflcation  of  the  Act 
of  the  Legislature*  of  this  State  iiup(j\vi  riiij,'  the  I><'l<-jfat<'8  lh<re<»f 
in  Congress  to  ratify  the  proposed  Articles  of  Con  federal  ion  &. 
perpetual  Union  between  the  thirteen  Uuitcd  Stat«*H  of  America 
which  you  will  please  to  be  the  IJcanT  to  ('<»u^;reHM.  Th««  }fn*at 
Inconvencies  which  arise  from  the  W  ;iiu  of  a  iimr.-  ;iiiipl<-  II<  pi. 
sentation  from  the  different  States  in  Cunt^rcss  imliice  me  to  wihh 
ours  as  Compleat  as  possible  ami  iln  rrlorc  that  it  may  be  con- 


•And  whereas  the  senate  and  assembly  ot  this  State  of  New-Vork  lo  legUUlur*  c«b- 
vened  have  separately  taken  the  said  several  articles  of  coufederailoa  Into  lh«ir 
respective  most  deliberate  and  mature  consldeiallon  and  by  their  ■werai  and  r«»p»  ^r« 
resolutions  deliberately  made  and  entered  into  for  the  purj.oim  have  fully  and  tu'-.t^n 
approved  of  the  same. 

7)1  order  therefore  that  such  approval  may  be  published  and  inado  kitown  to  tb«  «bol« 
world  with  all  the  solemnities  of  law  and  that  all  the  BUbJ.-ctt-  •  '  '  '  ■  -  *  ' '  ' -« 
inhabiting  and  residing  therein  from  time  to  time  and  at  all   ■  • 

as  the  said  confederation  shall  subsist  and  endure  may  bo  bis,..;  •    • 

due  observance  of  the  said  articles  of  confederation  as  a  law  of  lbi»  Siai«  It  U»«  •mm* 
shall  be  duly  ratified  by  all  the  said  United  Stales  In  congr«'»»  a8»umbl«4. 

be  it  enacted  and  declared  by  the  Fioplt  of  the  State  of  .Vtic-Jort  rrpi,t.'i  it 

and  Assevibly  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  divlarcd  by  the  authority  of  '" 
the    said    several    above   recited    articles    of   confederation    and   all    and    ».n.  a.-    -.n* 
clauses,   matters  and  things  in  the  same  contained  be  uud  the  i»nie  arc  brrrbj    fully 
accepted,  received  and  approved  of,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Ihla  Statu. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  with  all  due  form  and  soleiniiUy  be  raUflrd  aitd 
confirmed  by  this  State  in  congress 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the  d.-U-gaic»  of  thi.  Si«l«  lo  i»« 
said  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  any  two  of  tb«  ta'-l  ■1-)'r»««  •ball 
be  and  hereby  are  fully  authorized  Impowered  and  rcfjulrtd  wholly   ■ 
lutely  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  State  and   In  »urh 
such  formalities  as  shall  be  determined  !n  coiiKn-sH  to  ratify  m  ' 

of   the  said   above   recited  articles  of  confederation   and   all   ■■  '• 

matters  and  things  in  the  same  contained  and  that  <n  extiui-ln 

by  his  excellency  the  governor,   or  the  lieutenant  governor,  or  prr-  • 

o!  this  State  for  the  time  being  administering  the  Kovcrnmont  and  ^ 

the  great  seal  ot  this  State  shall  bo  full  and  concluslvo  evldei.c  .  ■ 
always  that  nothing  in  this  act  or  the  said  above  rerltcd  article,  v! 
tained  nor  any  act  matter  or  thing  to  be  done  and  Irai^-  .  ^ 

State  in  congress   in   and  concerning  the  preiiUses  or  ;.  ^ 

oblige  or  be  construed  deemed  or  esteemed  to  bind  or  ol...,. . 

people  subjects  inhabitants  or  residents  of  this  Stato  until  the  .nid  a 
of  confederation  shall  have  been  duly  ratified  and  connrnu-d  by  or  ,         ^ 
said  United  States  in  congress  assembled  any  thing  h-r^ln  or  In  the  ^.. 
articles  of  confederation  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  lu  anywlae  not* 
Laws  of  New  York,  Vol.  I. 
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venient  for  you  to  set  out  for  York  Town  as  early  as  the  Day  you 

proposed  when  I  last  had  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you.     I  am  your 

most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
Philip  Livingston  Esqr. 

wf+  V)  rr,flnnftilqffl9xa  or U'rn  re 

[No.  1114.] 

Bill  of  Clothing  Delivered  to  Colonel  Tan  Schaick,  h^  Commissary 

Henry. 

H'rr^iiw')  o1   iM'jj  (frv/  Doy  doid'H 

Colo'l  Goose  Van  Schaick. 

•'H.i-;:   •      MP.  '     :.-   Uif./f  yifr  iiUil'i  '  ''Jl! 

To  the  State  of  New  York  Dr. 

1778. 

•.11 !  •;'f<)'t'.»r>u.i   bui.  -ffdi^' 
2Gth  February   Delivered   Lieut.   Nathaniel   Henry  P  Order    of 

Gover'or  Clinton  the  following  articles  Viz.  - 

f  2S0  White  Shirts  @  26/  £SU" 

^J^"^**-{   220  Chk      Ditto  (§i  24/  /'.MtV 


100  Flann-1  Ditto  @  24/ 

125 

75  Under  Vests  @  1(3/ 

00 

25  Pair  Shoes       @  10/ 

20 

(Copy) 


£833 

Rochester,  28th  Februay  1778. 

John  Henry  Comm'y  of  Cloath'g  S.  N.  Yv\ 


.........  [No.  1U5.] 

James  Clinton  Consults  the  Governor  Relative  to  Inoculation  for 
Smallpox  in  the  Ncighhorhood  of  Ncichurg. 

Feb'y  26th  177$.  ■ 
D'r  Brother,  I  think  it  proper  to  tnforfla  you  that  one  Bir<Jsait,"l' 
who  was  taken  prisoner  and  brought  to  Poughkeepsie  goal,  but,..; 
had  Liberty  to  Come  to  New  Burgh  to  his  Brothers,  some  way 
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otlierha^  ^6t  Ihe  ^Aiall  ^o'x  n^oii  w^hloli  Isaao  n.'llknapB  ainT  two 
other  families  Innoculated  in  that  N(^i'i'hb<)uV*lioo(l,  hear  tlio  !• 
a  Little' tb  ih^  Sotith'd  o'f  the  (^6ntin<'ntal  f.-nv;  aK  soon  uh  I 
heard  of  it  I  Endeavored  to  pfbvt^rit  it,  hwt  I  TJndottrt'ahii' their 
Committee  has  Consented  lo  it  llioiij^li  ihoy  have  PromiMcd  to 
not  suffer  any  more  to  be  Innoculated  in  Newbur^h  town  or  near 
it  where  the  troops  might  be  Exposed,  but  T  am  Infornu'd  they 
■have  not  Complyed  with  that  promise,  Duci'r  I^bv  is  the  jht- 
son  who  Innoculates  and  I  am  Just  Informed  that  Mr.  ElliMon'H 
family  Is  going  to  Innoculate  which  would  Occasion  all  the  In- 
habitants  in  New  Windsor  to  Do  the  same,  though  I  am  Deter- 
mined  to  prevent  it  till  your  pleasure  is  known;  if  I  Should  be 
Oblidged  to  Confine  the  Doct'r  I  need  not  tell  you  the  Damage 
it  will  to  the  Publick  both  on  the  acc't  of  the  ferry  and  the  work 

■•;;'f      b''UV    <m!':»."     !<f:in    M!(!     ,i   mI'INn;     iU    {■ 

that  is  going  on  at  New  Windsor. 

I  wait  Impatiently  to  have  your  Oppinion  or  orders  about  the 
afair.    I  am  Yours 

Expu^e  ha^ste  as  the  Bearer  is  waiting. 

r^oa-ca. 


[No.  1116.] 
Isaac  Man  Desires  to  Remove  to  New,  York. 

Albany  2Gth  Ft-by  1T7^. 
Sir,  Mr.  Isaac  Man  has  ^-pplied  to  the  Committee  for  leave  to 
,,^^Y€K^]h,,M^.;F^nJily,^|C^.;^ew  ;Y(?rk,,,,^     ^ommit^ee  informed 
him  that  they  had  no  objections  to  his  reinoval  but  that  all  ap- 
plications of  this  nature  ought  to  be  made  to  your  Exrelleney. 

The  Committee  have  directed. Bie  to  iuforio  y..ur  Kx.-vMeney 
that  Man's  Family  is  reduced  t«  surl.  a  sin.atinu  by  tl.e  hite  dis- 
tresses to  the  Northward  that  they  must  iu  a  uieasure  look  up  to 
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the  State  for  support.     I  am  with  great  respect  Your  Excellency's 
Most  Ob't  Serv't  By  Order 

John  M.  Beeckman,  Chairman  P.  T. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  1117.] 
Inoculation  Disturbs  Colonel  Taylor. 

New  Burgh  26th  Febr.  1778. 

D'r  Genrl:  When  you  was  Down  at  this  place  inquiring  into 
the  Circumstances  of  the  small  Pox,  if  you  Recolect  young  Mr. 
Lawrence  purposed  taking  his  Family  to  his  Father's  to  have 
them  inocalated — of  which  I  think  you  Disaproved;  he  nowith- 
standing  has  had  it  done,  and  this  Day  moved  them  to  his 
Father's — it  is  also  Reported  in  publick  the  man  who  first  was 
said  to  have  Catched  them — was  likewise  inoclated,  how  true 
this  is  a  cannot  say;  I  think  it  my  Indespensible  Duty  to  give  the 
Earliest  information — as  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  this 
post,  and  I  also  conceive  it  has  been  inoclated  by  timely  search 
it  might  be  found  out.  I  conclud  with  Compliments  to  Mrs. 
Clinton,  Mrs.  Taylor  Joyns  me — and  am  your  M't  Ob't  Hu'e  Ser- 
vant And'w  Taylor,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

Genrl.  Clinton. 


[No.  1118.] 

Governor  Clinton  Asks  Governor  Trumbull  of  Connecticut  to  Permit 
General  Parsons  to  Tm press  Teams. 

Poughkeepsie  26th  Feb'y  1778. 

Sir,  I  am  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  procure  a  small  Quantity 

(»f  Pork  in  the  Upper  End  of  West  Chester  County  bordering  on 

your  State,  towards  snpplyin^^  tlie  ])rf'ssing  Wants  of  the  Army 
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under  the  Immediate  Comi..:,.,,!  of  his  Exn-H.-ncy  0,.nl.  Wiwblng 

ton.     In  order  to  c-onvey  i(   ihitlMr  with  I<:xi...«liti.,n  it  will  he 

necessary  to  have  a  nunilH-r  uf  T.m„,s  fium  ilu-  Ci.nliK'iiouK  rarm 

of  your  State  to  transpoil  ii.  ;it  |,.:ist  as  far  us  Kinp'H  Ferry,  am 

a  sufficient  Number  f(ir  (liai    I'miMis.-  dwin^'  t..  th«*  di«troiiHcd 

Situation  of  that  County  is  ii(»t  Im*  had  in  it.     I  Imvo,  tht-rcfon?, 

to  Request  that  Genl.  Parsons  \vli«.  will  ha\«'  the  nianugrmc-Dt 

of  this  Matter  may  have  the  authority  i.f  your  J^tato  for  improM- 

ing  the  Number  of  Teems  that  may  he  wanti-d  for  the  above 

Service.     I  am  with  particular  Esteem  &  Kcspc.t  Vonr  Kx«i-l. 

lency's  Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Trumbull. 


[No.  1119.] 

Fifteen  Thousand  Dollars  Toward  the  l^efences  of  the  llmhon. 

Poughkeepsie  26th  Fobry.  1778. 

Sir,  Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  ISth  Instant,  a 
Copy  whereof  is  herewith  sent  you,  you  will  please  to  give  your 
Warrant  on  the  Dep'y  Pay  Master  Geid.  of  your  Department  in 
favour  of  Colo.  Hughes  D.  Q.  Master  Genl.  for  fifteen  thouRand 
Dollars  to  be  applied,  towards  purchasing  Materials  for  the 
Works  now  carrying  on  under  your  Direction  for  obstructinR. 
fortifying  &  securing  the  passes  of  Hudson's  Tiiver  &  paying  oflf 
the  Workmen  providing  alvr'ays  that  a  sufHriency  of  Cash  will 
be  left  in  the  Military  Chest  for  the  I*ayment  of  the  Troops  up 
to  the  1st  of  Jan'y  last.  It  is  not  to  l)e  understood  by  thin  Ko- 
quest  that  I  intend  taking  upon  myself  the  Supperinleiubunv  of 
those  Works  as  other  public  Business  may  not  admit  of  it,  The 
present  being  done  to  prevent  Delay  only.     I  am  your  H.  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Peeks  Kill. 
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*Sir,  In  pursuance  of  the  aforegoing  joint  Resolutions  of  the 
Honorable  The  Senate  &  Assembly  of  this  State  you  are  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  to  be  impressed,  such  Number  of  Carts, 
Waggons,  Sleds,  Horses,  Cattle,  &  Drivers  as  shall  be  sufficient 
for  transporting  Fodder  aiid  Materials,  necessary  to  be  used  at 
the  Works  for  obstructing  &  securing  Hudson's  River  &  the 
Passes  of  the  Sighlanils.  The  Persons  who  shall  execute  this 
Business  are  to  take  special  Care  to  avoid,  as  much  as  may  be 
distressing,  the  well  affected  Inhabitants  by  giving  each  only  a 
due  proportion  of  the  Burthen  &  dismissing  the  Teems  &  Car- 
riages as  soon  as  the  Service  will  admit  of  it.  Dated  at  Pough- 
keepsie  the  27th  Feb'y  1778. 


[No.  1120.] 

THE  MILITIA  TO  BE  DRAFTED. 

Congress    Proceeds  to  Vigorous   Measures    to    Replete    Decimated 

Battalions. 

In  Congress  Feb'y  26th  1778. 

Whereas,  the  well  being  and  safety  of  these  states  require, 
that  a  powerful  army  be  early  brought  into  the  field,  effectually 
to  oppose  and  defeat  the  public  enemies  thereof,  and,  whereas, 
by  the  actual  invasion  of  some  of  the  said  states,  and  the  local 
circumstances  of  others,  it  w^ould  be  inexpedient  and  unreason- 
able to  draw  forth,  from  all  of  them,  their  full  proportion  of  the 
continental  battallions,  according  to  the  establishment  hereto- 
fore settled  and  apportioned  in  Congress;     ^^^j^  ^^^  ^^1  ,^^^^  ^^ 

Resolved,  That  the  several  states,  hereafter  named,  be  required 
forthwith  to  fill  up,  by  draftsf  from  their  militia,  or  in  any  other 

♦Draft  on  back  of  MSS. 

tThe    suggestion    for  drafts  from  the  Militia  was  first  made  in  the  remarkable  paper 
on  the  organization  of  the  army  which  Washington  submitted  to  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress under  date  of  January  28,  1778.     The  original  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  Washington's  brainy  aide,  but  the  subject  matter  was  prepared  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief.—State  HiSTOBIAN. 
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way,  that  shall  be  effectual,  their  respective  battaliions  of  con- 
tinental troops,,  aqcordin^  to  the  following  arranponipnt:  viz. 

New  Hampshire  .....        3  Pennsylvuni., 

Ma883ch.i8eU9Bay.,fi    h...,,VMi44^.j:,:J§       ,      ,     DuUwai;., 

Khode  Island  aud  )  -  _   .  iuclniUnp 

Trovidepce  plantations  i -^      ^  Maryland , 8^1..- <!..,m.n 

New  York r,  Vircinia   )5 

New  Jersey, ,^,p...^,,|jj;„ 4  N.Carolipa, 0 

That  all  persons  drafted,  shall  serve  in  the  continental  balal- 
lions  of  their  respective  states,  for  the  space  of  nine  months, 
from  the  time  they  sl^all  respectively  appear  at  the  several  ithu-ca 
of  rendezvous  hereafter  mentioned,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  appoint  officers 
to  superintend  the  making  and  forwarding  the  said  drafts,  and 
to  direct  such  superintendants,  to  procure  compkat  lists  of  the 
men  drafted,  with  a  description  of  their  persons,  their  age, 
stature,  the  places  of  their  abode,  and  the  regiment  and  company, 
from  which  they  shall  have  been  drafted,  and  to  forward  the 
same  to  the  commissioners  hereafter  mentioned,  who  shall  trans- 
mit an  exact  copy  thereof  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

And  to  the  end  the  commissioners  may  be  enabled  the  beltrr 
to  execute  their  business,  and  the  men,  drafted  as  aforesaid,  may 
be  sent  to  the  said  places  of  rendezvous  with  the  greater  safety 
and  expedition; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to 
require  their  several  militia  officers,  by  whom  any  men  shall 
have  been  drafted,  to  deliver  to  the  said  superintendants  such 
descriptive  lists  of  the  men  by  them  respectively  drafted,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid;  and  further,  to  direct  the  said  superiutendauta 
to  make  similar  lists  of  the  men  by  them,  from  time  to  time, 
sent  to  the  said  places  of  rendezvous,  and  take  receipts  for  such 
men  upon  the  said  lists,  from  such  officers,  as  they  shall  appoint 
to  conduct  them  as  aforesaid,  and  forward  copies  of  such  lists 
and  receipts  to  the  said  commissioners. 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  said  states  to  appoint 
one  or  more  commissioners  to  reside  at  the  said  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  drafts  of  their  respec- 
tive states,  and  delivering  them  over  to  the  continental  officers, 
who  may  be  appointed  by  the  commander  in  chief,  there  to 
receive  them;  and  further,  to  direct  their  respective  commis- 
sioners to  give  receipts,  for  such  drafted  men,  as  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  them,  and  make  out  such  descriptive  lists,  as  aforesaid, 
of  the  men  by  them,  from  time  to  time,  delivered  over  to  such 
continental  officers,  and  take  receipts  thereon  from  them,  and 
transmit  copies  of  such  lists  and  receipts  to  the  commander  in 
chief : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  make  pro- 
vision for  their  drafted  men,  upou  their  march  to  the  said  places 
of  redezvous;  and  that  the  states  be  allowed  for  such  subsistance, 
one  twenty-fourth  part  of  a  dollar  per  mile,  for  each  man  actually 
marching  to  the  said  places  of  rendezvous,  and  no  more. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  drafts  from  the  New  England  states 
shall  rendezvous  at  Fishkill,  on  Hudson's  river;  those  of  New 
York,  at  Easton,  in  the  state  of  Pennslyvania;  those  of  New 
Jersey,  Pensylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  at  camp;  those  of 
Virginia,  at  Alexandria  and  Sheppard's  town  in  the  same  state; 
and  those  of  North  Carolina,  at  Pitsylvania  court  house,  and 
Petersburg,  in  Virginia,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief. 

Resolved,  That  every  person,  drafted  as  aforesaid,  who  shall 
supply  himself  with  a  good  firelock  and  bayonet,  a  cartouch  box, 
haversack,  or  blanket,  and  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
his  service,  produce  to  the  proper  paymaster  a  certificate  from  his 
captain,  or  other  commanding  officer  of  his  company,  that  he 


fl 
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hath  been  constantly  provided  therewilb,  shall  n  .  eivo.  f.,r  tl... 
use  of  his  firelock,  bayonet  and  cartouch  box,  (wo  dollarg,  and 
for  the  use  of  his  blanket,  four  dollars,  and  in  a  like  proportion, 
for  any  or  either  of  them;  and  in  case  any  of  (ho  sai.l  art  id- 
shall  be  lost,  or  rendered  useless  in  the  service,  without  the  neg- 
ligence or  fault  of  the  proprietor,  he  shall  be  paid  the  v;.l,„. 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons,  in  whatever  way  procured,  for  sup- 
plying the  deficiencies  in  the  continental  batallions,  unless  in- 
listed  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  be  considered  as  drafts; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  exert  ili.-,„ 
selves  to  procure  recruits  for  their  respective  continental  batal- 
lions, by  inlistments  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  that 
the  drafts  from  the  respective  states  be  discharged  in  proportion, 
as  such  recruits,  from  the  said  states,  shall  join  the  army. 

And  whereas  experience  hath  proved,  that  no  confidence  can 
be  placed  in  prisoners  of  war,  or  deserters  from  the  enemy,  who 
inlist  into  the  continental  army,  but  many  losses  and  great  mis- 
chiefs have  frequently  happened  by  them;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  no  prisoners  of  wai-,  or  deserters  from   the 

enemy,  be  inlisted,  dratted  or  returned,  to  serve  in  the  conti 

nental  army. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  sec'y. 

[No.  llL'l.] 
Arrangements  for  the  Transfer  of  rrisontrs. 

In  Congress;  Feb'y  UGth  177s. 
Whereas,  it  appears  to  Congress,  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
general  Weshington  to  general  Howe  of  the  Klili  of  iliis  numth, 
that  he  has  consented  to  the  propositions  of  general  Ll(»\\e  to  the 
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following  effect;  "  That  an  excliiaii,geiPjE,aU  prisoners,  now  in.  oux; ,;^j 
pogsession,  officer  for  officer,  spldiei^  for  soldier,  and  citizen  for,;.,, 
citizen,  sof^r  as  number  and  jauk.jijviH. apply,. )be  carried  into  exe-.,,,^ 
cutiona^  expeditiously  .a,s  the, natiur^.pf  the  case  will  admit,  and,..{ 
without  jegar^  to  any  contrqyert^d.ppi^l;,  jWhiph,  plight  prove:  ^^■^\,■, 
impediment  to  so  desirable  an;  end;  '{.jqo.,q  ...ji 

And,  whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  Dec'Ci,}, 
last^  a  r,^lea^e ,  pf  prispjusrs, ,  jn  i  ^he,  po we^  of  .these  states,  cannot 
take  place,,  before  the  ,ficcQu,^t,(Of,, all  provisions  and  ofcher. neces- 
saries, wiiicjb  have,  b^en  sHPPlied ,by  tl^epablicio  such  prisonej:s,;^,: 
are  ^quida ted,  ?i,nd.  discharged;    .,,{,  ,»!  bobn'uninowi   »<!  n  ii;ili  hin. 

And,  whereas,  it  is  tjie  yv:ish,of  Congress  to  accomplish  the  deri.v 
sirable  purpose  of  exchanging  the  prisoners  without  unnecessary 

delay,;  .  ,^_^q,)-;q  _iji  bt>yii;4iviiib  yci  d-iJi.irt  y  «jj;j-.'qr:--ri    nli  :ilv^i:    ^   ■'  •'■    'i;- 

Resolved,  q^hatf^n;  express. be, Sjeati to  .the ; s^yeral.  legislatures,  ^,.. 
or  supreme  executive  authorities  of  the  respective  states,  for  such 
accounts  of  money,  provisions, and  other, necessaries,  which  they  ; 
have  supplied.; to  prisoners ; taken., by.  tjtie;  United  States,  since  theiiii 
commencement  ofr;theiWar,,:as  lia^e; not, been  already  transmitted}  [{ 
to  Congress;  That  they  be  requested  to  make  .up  the, said  accounts, 
to  the, first  day  of  March  nfixt,:^hd  transmit  tjjem  as  speedily  ,^,8..;., 
possible  to  the  commissioners  of  claims  at  the  board  of  Treasury;,,,,, 
That  the  accounts  of  each  sta^e,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Virginia 
inclusively^,  be  sent  to  th^  said  commissioners  on  or  before  the 
15th  day  of  April  next,  and  of  the  other  states,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  June  next:  and  that  the  respective  states  sustain  the 
losses,  which  may  arise,  from  detaining  such  accounts  longer  than 
the  time  herein  allowed  them  for  rendering  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  air  officers  in  the  departments  of  the  quarter 
master,  pay  master  and  -  cloathier  general,  and  commissaries  of 
provisions  and  prisoners,  the  commissioners  of  accounts,  and  other 
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officers,  who  may  have  accounts,  or. charges  of  money,  iH-ovisionK, 
or  other  iieeessarie^,,  in  thejr  TfJ8pectiv,e  ofliccs,  for  supplk-a  fur- 
nished the  s^id;  prisoners,  be. directed  to  send  such  accounts  to 
the  .commissioners  QfQlaijji?  ?it,  the,  board  of  treasury,  on.  or  b'-fore 
the  15th  day  of  April  next,  and  that  they  respectively  sujBtain  ihe 
losses,  that  may  arise  from  a  neglect  thereof. 

That  the  commissioners  of  claims  be  directed  to  prepari'  the 
said  accounts  for  adjustment  without  delay,  and  tliat  no  exchange 
of  prisoners  be  made,  unti^  the  balance,  due  to  the  United  BtateBj^ 
is  discharged. 

Extract  fronpi  the  minutes. 

Chas  Thomson  sec'y. 


[No.  1122.] 

Samuel  Brunson  Reports  a  Strong  Peace  Feeling  Prevailing  in  New 

York  City. 

Goshen,  Febru'y  2Glh  177S. 
Good  Sir,  I  Recv'd  a  Permition  from  General  James  Clinton  to 
Pass  to  New  York  with  four  Barrels  of  flour  for  Coll.  Allison.  1 
got  to  there  Lines  the  18th,  where  I  was  recv'd  verry  Politely  by 
Coll.  Turnbull  and  was  Carried  to  Powles  Hook.  I  lind  Strang 
Alterations  amonge  them;  when  I  was  there  Last  ther  was 
nothing  but  fire  and  Sword  talked  of,  but  now  there  ia  nothing 
but  Peace,  which  they  Say  they  heartily  wish  for.  Coll.  Turn- 
bull  and  his  Lady  Desired  there  best  Compliments  to  vou  aud 
Mrs.  Clinton,  begs  Mrs.  Clinton  s  acceptance  of  a  VeWv  of  Bride-a 
Cake  which  I  have  sent  with  this,  I  brought  the  News  Papera 
with  me  and  have  Sent  them  to  General  Clinton  Desired  him  to 
send  th6in  tS  y^l"'  I  am  S'r  your  verry  fumble  Servi 

Sam'l  Bruuaon. 

[To  George  Clinton.] 
52 
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[No.  1123.] 
General  Parsons  Invested  With  Authority  io  Impress  Teams. 

Poughkeepsie  27th  Feb'j  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  Inclose  you  Authority  to  cause  to  be  impressed  the 
Teems,  &c.  necessary  for  earring  on  the  Works  under  your  Direc- 
tion and  forwarding  a  present  Supply  of  Provisions  to  the  Army 
under  the  immediate  Command  of  his  Excellency  Genl:  Wash- 
ington. 

I  forgot  to  consult  you  yesterday  on  the  Propriety  of  calling 
on  the  States  of  Connecticut  &  Massachusetts  Bay  for  a  Propor- 
tion of  their  Militia  Artificers  &  such  Materials  as  may  be  wanted 
to  carry  on  the  Works  agreable  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress  for 
that  Purpose.  If  you  Judge  it  necessary,  please  to  point  out  the 
Articles  needed  &  the  Number  of  Artificers  &  Militia  &  by  way 
of  saving  Time  I  will  make  the  Requisition.      I  am  D'r  Sir  Your 

Most  Obed't  Serv't 

Geo.  Clinton. 
To  Genl.  Parsons. 


[No.  1124.] 

Dried  Fish  for  the  Governor's  Table. 

Fishkill,  27th  Feb'y  1778. 

Sir,  The  Bearer  waits  on  you  for  the  Act  impowering  him  to 

impress  Teams  &c. 

He  has  a  Couple  of  dried  Fish  for  yourExcellency's  Table  which 

I  hope  will  be  agreeable.     Some  more  will  be  sent  as  opportunity 

offers,  as  also  some  Cranberries.     I  am,  with  great  Respect,  Your 

Excellency's  most  obdt. 

Hugh  Hughes. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


PimLic  Paitous  oic  Okoi:.;!.:  (•tivT,,v 


slU 


[No.  1125.] 
General  Parsons  Reports  That  Two  Fiuspccls  are  Near  Pou.jhIuepBte. 
I  Criimpond  Feb'y  2Sth  S  o'Clork  IV  M. 

Dear  Sir,  Five  Persons  are  appreliendcd  ..n  ihrir  H<.:..l  to 
New  York:  which  will  be  sent  lo  P()n{,'likeep.sie  l.MiM.in.w.  \'.^ 
one  of  them  from  Stillwater  we  are  infonnM  ilmi  onr  Stephen 
Hooper  is  on  the  Road  to  New  York;  and  that  he  h:iH  Tw<.  U-t 
ters,  one  from  Gov'r  Carlton,  the  other  fn.ni  S'r  .Jnlm  ,I..liiis..n. 
conceal'd  in  the  Heel  of  his  Shoes:  he  is  about  r.  bn  »;  IndioH 
high,  about  30  years  of  age,  a  large  black  Beard,  blue  coat  lurnd 
up  with  the  Same;  flat  brass  buttons  &  a  Small  biiniM  Hat  & 
Leather  Breeches.  One  James  Conkling  is  in  comii;mv  with  liiiii; 
is  something  taller,  thin  Visage,  light  countenance,  Basket  But- 
tons on  his  coat.  The  Informant  Says  he  beleives  these  Persons 
are  now  near  Poughkeepsie,  at  John  Volunline's,  who  is  a  rela- 
tive of  his;  this  Information  I  tho't  necessary  to  give  you  that 
Proper  measures  may  be  taken  to  apprehend  them.  There  are 
at  this  Place  about  100  bbl.  Provision.     I  am  Sr  \'\-  (Hi.-di  III. 

Serv. 

Sanri  11.  ['arsons. 
[To  (jov.  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  112G.] 
Colonel  Drake  Recommends  Three  Commissioned  Officers. 

Manor  Cortlandt  Feb'y  2sih  ITTS. 
S'r,  Agreeable  To  your  order  for  Raising  of  the  uu-u  I  have 
proceeded  in  with  all  Convenient  Dispalrh  lb.-  (  MVh ns  (o  ^'o  in 
Service  with  the  men  I  Rccomend  as  Follows. 
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John  Drake  Capt;  Abraham  Smith  Hadden  1st  Leut;  Daniel 

Delivan  2d  Ditto  With  much  Esteem  I  am  Your 

Gilbert  Drake,  Leut.  Coll. 

N:  B:    Capt.  Drake  Commands  the  2d  Company  in  this  Ridg- 

ment. 

G:  D: 

[To  Gov.  George  Clinton.]  '^*"*'''   '' 


[No.  1127.] 

Major  Stevens  Promises  to  Have  the  Ticonderoga  Ouns  Forwarded 
to  the  Highlands  Without  Delay. 

Albany,  Feb'y  28th  1778. 
Honred  Sir;  In  consequence  of  Orders  received,  I  have  de- 
tached a  party  of  men  and  a  Number  of  Sleys  to  fetch  the 
Cannon  left  by  the  Enemy  at  Ticonderoga,  in  Order  to  their 
being  immediately  mounted  or  Stocked  for  the  Use  of  the  Forts 
on  North  River  for  which  I  am  making  every  possible  disposition. 
My  Company  of  Artifficers  are  employed  mak'g  the  Carridges 
and  Stock  beds  and  nothing  will  be  wanting  but  a  quantity  of 
Iron  of  a  large  size  for  Cap  Squares  and  other  Uses  for  the 
heavy  pieces.  In  which  I  am  directed  to  beg  your  Assistance; 
if  your  Honor  will  be  so  kind  as  to  forward  about  Two  Ton 
immediately,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  transmit  the  Guns  com- 
pleat  to  there  several  places  of  destination  soon.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  with  much  respect  and  esteem  Your  Honors  Most 

Obdt. 

Ebenezer  Stevens,  Major  &  Command't  Artillery. 

To  Major  Genl.  Clinton. 
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[No.  1128.] 

FEARFUL  OF  BRANT  AND  THE  TOKIEK. 

Cherry  Valley  Petitions  for  Rangers  Under  Competent  OffiorH  to 
Guard  the  State's  Frontier. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Governor  &  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  and  over  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Cherry  Valley  &  the  A<ljji- 
cent  Settlements  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  notwithstanding  your  Excellency  &  the  Honour'e  Sena- 
tors &  Assembly,  reciv'd  a  petition  from  the  Reverend  AVilliain 
Johnston,  which  we  are  not  certain  has  been  answered,  for  Grant- 
ing a  Number  of  Troops  or  Raingers,  to  Guard  the  frontiers  of  the 
Western  part  of  this  Sate;  We,  your  Petitioners,  Earnestly  de- 
sire your  Excellency  to  take  our  deplorable  Situation  into  Con- 
sideration, as  we  have  repeated  informations  &  doubt  not  but 
it's  from  Good  authority,  of  the  preparations  the  Tories  &  In- 
dians are  making  at  Yunadilla  &  Augquaga,  where  they  have 
recourse  to  the  whole  of  the  Old  England  District  for  their  sup- 
plies, Brant  and  his  warriors  are  prepareing  to  pay  us  a  Visit, 
which  We  fear  will  be  shortly,  as  it  is  but  about  40  raih'S  march 
for  them;  some  Families  are  leaveing  their  Farms  &  moveing 
down  into  the  Country,  and  we  have  Great  reason  to  fear  it  will 
be  the  Case  with  us,  or  fall  a  pray  to  their  Savage  Barbarities, 
We  do  not  Petition  your  Excellency  through  Timidity,  bnt  have 
sufficient  Grounds  for  our  desires.    As  we  are  so  well  Acqiuiint.'d 
With  the  Nature  of  the  Savages  as  not  to  put  any  (•(mii.l.-nce 
in  their  Treaties,  but  it  rather    alarms  us;  Relying  n,.  vuur  Ex- 
cellency for  our  Imediate  Relief,  we  are  Resolved  i 
bound  to  support  your  Government. 

P.  S.     Should  your  Excellency  be  pleased  to  Conform  to  our 
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Petition,  Experience  has  taught  us  that  our  Safety  depends 
mutch  on  Good  OflScers:  We  do  not  mean  to  dictate  your  Excel- 
lency; but  presume  to  mention,  that  we  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  Good  Conduct  as  well  as  the  abilities  of  Major  Samuel  Clyde, 
as  to  recommend  him  as  a  Genteelman  that  perhaps  might  be  of 
Service  in  assisting  your  Excellency  in  the  appointment  of  Of- 
ficers. 
Dated  at  Cherry  Valley  the  23d  of  Fabry.  1778. 


WilPm  Dickson 

his 
Will'm  X  Tomptson  Sen'r 

mark 
Wm.  Tomptson  jun'r 
John  Tomptson 
Will'm  Carr  Sen'r 
Joseph  Coonrod 
Hendrick  Coonrod  jun'r 
Will'm  Johnston  v.  d.  m. 
John  Moore 
James  Richey 
Sam'l  Campbell 
John  Harper  Sen'r 
John  McCollam 
Alexander  McCoIIhui 
Wm.  McConnal 
James  McCollom 
Rubin  McCollom 
Will'm  Johnston  jun'r 
William  Gait 
William  Adkins 


John  Dunlap 
Robert  Shankland 
William  Dunlap 
Benjamin  Dickson 
Nicoless  Counrad 
James  Willson 
Jeremiah  Coon 
James  Moore 
Sam'l  Ferguson 
Richard  Johnson 
Patrick  Deavison 
John  Thomson 
James  Biadshaw 
Isaac  Mark 
Jemy  Dickson 
John  Campbell  Jun'r 
Samuel  Campbell  Jun'r 
John  Leavey 
William  Gait  Senor 
John  Ferguson 
William  Dunlap  Jun'r 
Samuel  Dunlap 
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Matthew  Culley  Jjmi.-s  ('aiii))lM.ll 

David  Culley  llu^'li  Miicli.ll 

Thos.  Culley  Saiinn-I  A.Ik  ins 

Matthew  Culley  Jun'r  Matli.w  CaiuiMM 

Peter  Young  Andrew  Cannon 

John  Young  James  Cannon 

Joseph  Young  Kobert  M(I\.<'n 

Michall  Phinnes 

K  B.  Should  your  Kxcelloncy  think  iirojttr  t(»  advini-  NN  ith  Mr. 
More  he  will  give  you  a  true  state  of  our  alTairH  as  hf  Is  knowing 
to  our  Complaints  and  likewise  we  recommend  him  (n  l.o  um 
Capable  as  Major  Clyde;  if  your  Excellency  shouM  think  fit  tn 
have  his  assistance  in  the  appointment  of  onic<M-8  as  it  may  b*? 
Major  Clyde  may  not  be  present  wlien  your  Kxcrlh-nry  Il«*ceive8 
our  Petition. 


'  [No.  1120.1 

GOVERNOR  CLINTON  PRESSES  SUIM'JJKS  l-(»i:\\  \KI» 

Yindicates  the  Apparent  Indifference  of  Netc  Tori:  awl  Pai/.^  Uomo'r 
to  the  Greatness  of  Washbicjton. 

Gent.  I  have  ree'd  your  fav'r  of  tlic  17th  of  F.li.  last,  a.-quaint- 
ing  me  with  the  Distressed  Situation  of  tlio  army.  That  an 
American  army  in  the  Bosom  of  a  fertile  Country  shouhl  b«'  in 
Danger  of  disbanding  for  want  of  Provisicm  is  a  v.-ry  .-xtraor- 
dinary  Circumstance,  &  loudly  oalls  for  Inquiry. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washinglon  ha.<?  wrin.  n   i ■■.,  .... 

same  Subject,  and  I  sh'd  bo  extromoly  happy  if  ih.'  P.Mipic  of 
this  State  were  as  able  as  tli<\v  aiv  willing  t..  alTnrd  ihc  nocwi- 
sary  supplies.  Having  been  long  the  scat  of  war.  it  hoH  Imm-h 
ravaged  plundered  &  greatly  exhausted.  Sii|.pli.'s  arc  drawn 
from  it  for  both  the  middle  &  Eastern  Dep'ts,  between  which  the 
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Commissaries  consider  Hudson's  River  as  a  Boundary.  Besides, 
the  Dificulty  of  obtaining  Supplies  has  increased  with  the  Diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  Paym't  for  them.  The  Troops  collected  on 
the  west  side  of  the  River  after  the  Reduction  of  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, were  subsisted  by  the  Inhabitants,  and  they  still  remain 
unsatisfied,  altho  thier  Accounts  attested  by  the  Quarter  Master 
or  issuing  Commissary  have  long  since  been  tentered  to  ttie  Com- 
missary of  Purchases.  The  portion  of  the  northern  arniy  w'tich 
joined  Gen.  Washington  when  marching  thro  that  country  were 
'subsisted  &  the  Inhabitants  treated  in  like  manner. 

Notwithstanding  these  Difficulties,  a  100  Head  of  Cattle  pur- 
chased on  the  w  side  of  the  River,  &  150  Barrls  of  Pork  are  now 
on  their  way  to  Head  Quarter  and  the  most  ample  authority  is 
granted  to  iinpriess  Teems  &  Carriages  to  transport  a  present 
supply  of  Provissions  thither.  The  Interest  which  this  State  has 
in  the  success  of  the  American  cause,  and  I  may  add  attachment 
the  People  have  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  will,  epsqite  them 
to  the  most  vigorous  Exertions  for  the  Relief  of  his  army.,  I 
wish  I  could  give  you  assurance  of  further  supplies,  but  I  fear 
the  exhausted  state  of  the  country  will  not  admit  of  them.  Per- 
mit me  to  assure  you  however  that  my  Endeavours  to  obtain 

them  shall  be  unremitted.     I  am  Gent.  &c.  cVrvMn/ 

[G.  0.1 
The  Hon'ble  F.  M.  Dana,  Nath'l  Fulsom,  i  >j^fir«  r 

John  Harvie,  Gov'r  Morris  &  Joseph  Read  Esqr.  Committee  of 

Congress. 


[No.  1130.] 

William  Hilton  Lays  Claim  for  Damages  Incurred  ^Vhile  Gates' 
Mctorious  Army  Was  Encamped  at  Albany. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr.  Capt'n  General  and 

Governor  and  Commander  in  chief  of  the  State  of  New  York 
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and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  thereof  &c,,&c. .^u  AuU  tv  the  lluuor 
able  Senetors  &  House  of  Reprf^senlativcs  of  said  Sljiic  in  c-n- 
eral  Assembly  convened. 
The  Petition  of  William  R;  liiltou;  JLumbly  Shew^th 
That  your  Petitioner  being  an  Inhabitant  of  this  Ci(y,  in  I(»w 
circumstances,  with  a  large  famely;  by  otcnpation  a  Cartinun: 
did  for  the  support  of  himself  aiid  famely,  Hire  Ji  Uousie  &  Spot 
of  Ground  oh  the  Hill  in  the  Southwest  paft  of  this  '(^Jityi  where 
he  had  with  much  labour  &  pain,  manured,  Sown  i^  IManlfd  a 
Considerable  quantity  of  Roots  &  Vigetables  S:c.  of  which  ho 
could  have  had  some  to  spare. to, ^  neces^itpus  Neighbour.  That 
when  the  date  Victoripus  lArmy  return  d  from  Sul)duing  (i«*nl. 
Burgoine  &  his  army,  they  were  encamped  at  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  your  Petitioner,  that  the  Effects  of  your  Petitioner 
as  Pr  enclosed  account  &  much  more,  was  entirely  destroy 'd  by 
said  Troops;  which  loss  your  Petitioner  is  not  able  to  Bustain, 
his  Hay  not  being  paid  for,  nor  the  Ground  Rent.  Your  Peti- 
tioner, therefore,  humbly  Prays,  that  you  will  take  his  distress'd 
Scituation  into  yonr  Wise  Consideration  and  grant  him  such 
relief  as  in  your  Wisdom  and  Clemency  shall  seem  meet,  and 
your  Petitioner  (as  in  duty  bound)  Shall  ever  Pray  ^:c. 

William  Hilton. 
Albany  March  1778. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  of  America ^.r-viv:  •.;.:.:. V'.r'-^"' 

To  William  R:  Hilton 
1777. 
To  his  loss  sustain'd  by  the  Troops  when  they  return'd  from  their 

Victory  over  Genl.  Burgoine  Viz: 
October  To  Hay  purchased  from  Abr'm  Van  den  Bergli  ili- 

Day  before  they  came  for: 
To  17  Fowls  taken  from  him:  -  '"^ 
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To  the  Destruction  of  his  Oardeu  containing  500  Cabbages, 
Six  Beds  Carrol s,  three  Beds  Parspips  Beets  &(-.  valued:  £8  00 

To  one  acre  of  Potatoes  which  Stood  excellent  and  would 
have  yielded  at  least  100  Skipples  @  6  /  Pr  S  30  00 


44  00 

City  &  County  of  Albany  SS.     Tliis  Day  personally  appeared 

William  R:  Hilton  who  being  duly  Sworn  &  Declared  that  the 

above  account  is  Just  &  true,  except  that  what  he  has  charged 

is  far  within  bounds. 

William  Hilton. 
Sworn  the  24th  Day  of  February  1778. 

before  me  J.  Roorbach,  Justice  of  Peace. 


[No.  1131.] 

Captain  William  Fansher  Begs  to  Be  Excused  from  Service — "A 

Man  of  Yery  Weak  Constitution." 

Pound  Ridge  March  ye  2d  1778. 
To  his  Honnor,  George  Clenten,  Esqr.  Govener  and  Comman- 
der in  Chief  of  the  State  of  Newyork,  or  to  the  general  assembly 
or  to  the  Council  of  Safety;  this  may  Sartify  that  the  Compeny 
at  Pound  Ridge  ware  to  geather  and  did  anominate  Lent.  Ebene- 
ser  Scofield,  Ju'r  Capt.  and  Lent  Daniel  Bowton,  first  Lent.,  and 
Sargt.  Abraham  Slason,  Second  Leut.,  and  the  man  that  was  ap- 
r>ointed  Ensign  is  now  a  Leut.  in  the  year  sarvice;  and  as  these 
iiHii  ware  anominated,  I  desire  that  Ihcy  may  have  Commisions, 
;ill  but  the  Ensign,  iiiHJ  Let  a  bhnik  Come  to  Im'  tilled  np  by  the 
("liarniaii  of  I  he  (•o\in(y  or  idrciiid  coimiiilty  to  a  man  that  shall 
be  anominated  by  the  Compeny.  1  must  Beg  to  be  Excuesed;  I 
am  a  man  of  a  very  week  Constitution  and  cannot  Except  it 
again,  and  as  the  Compeny  are  well  agreed  in    Leut.    Scofield, 
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Ju'r,  and  as  he  is  a  very  jjood  iii:in.  .ilxnil  foily  vj-.irs  of  nj;.-  .in.l 
a  very  harty  man,  I  doiihi  ik.I  Imii  Ik-  will  <!•.  miirii  I'.cii.i-  tIkii 
Ever  I  have  done.  I  dont  want  lo  he  :in\  wayes  Exiiks.-.I  fiom 
Bairing  part  of  the  P>iirden  of  (lie  \v;ir.  so  Ittn^  as  it  sliall  con- 
tiner,  if  it  takes  the  full  of  my  MsImIc,  i(  will  j^o  fi-c.-.  as  I  Look 
upon  the  cause  so  just,  some  may  oIijitI.  ihat  If  I  wm  KxciKHi'd 
I  shall  be  an  Exempt;  I  do  not  kno  wiial  will  he  done  with  thoKc 
men  that  have  had  commisions,  but  at  present  they  are  asBest, 
which  I  Look  upon  to  be  a  good  Kcsolve.  I  ma\  li.-  an  i;.\« mpi 
as  well  as  Leut.  Scofield,  Ju'r,  and  as  he  is  a  liarly  man  and  the 
compeny  well  agrees  in  him,  and  I  am  a  man  of  a  very  week  Con- 
stitution, I  Look  upon  it  miicli  iiior*'  Kcasinaldc  iliat  hf  should 
have  it  than  that  I  should  Except  il  again;  no  more  at  pn'seut 
but  with  submilion  I  am  your  most  obcdiani  iV  v<iy  Llum'lc  Sarv'i 

W  ni.  I'anslit.T.  ('apt. 


[No.  1132.] 
Congress  Undertakes  to  Raise  a  Cavalry  Corps. 
IN  CONGRESS, 
March  2,  1778. 
Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  operations  of  the  army,  dur- 
ing the  next  campaign,  that  the  most  vigorous  measures  should 
forthwith  be  adopted  for  forming  a  body  of  horse,  upon  su<h 
principles,  as  are  most  likely  to  ndvanc*'  ilif  public  intt-rrst  and 
the  honour  of  the  officers  and  men  who  comiiose  the  same;  Ami, 
whereas,  in  times  of  public  daug.-r.  wli.ii  tlir  lives,  libcrlit-s  and 
property  of  a  free  people  are  threai«  n.d  by  a  foiri^n  and   l»ar- 
barous  enemy,  it  is  the  duly  of  those,  who  <njoy.  in  a  iM-rubar 
degree,  the  gifts  of  fortune  and  of  a  cullivalrd  iimlristaudinp.  to 
stand  forth  in  a  disinterested  manner  in   ihe  defence  of  their 
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country,  and  by  a  laudable  example  to  rouse  and  animate  their 
counti-ymen  to  deeds  worthy  of  their  brave  ancestors  and..Qf  the, 
sacred  cause  of  freedom ; 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  young  gen- 
tlemen of  property  and  spirit  in  the  States  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North- 
Carolina  forthwith  to  constitute  within  their  respective  States,  a 
troop  or  troops  of  light  cavalry  to  serve  at  their  own  expence 
(except  in  the  article  of  provisions  for  themselves,  and  forage 
for  their  houses)  until  the  31st  December  next: 

That  each  troop  so  to  be  raised  consist  of  not  less  than  twenty 
nor  more  than  Sixty  rank  and  file;  that  they  have  a  right  to 
chuse  their  own  officers,  who  shall  receive  continental  commis- 
sions, and  that  they  rendezvous  at  the  main  army  on  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  or  at  an  earlier  period,  if  possible : 

That,  in  order  to  excite  a  proper  spirit  of  emulation  in  these 
troops,  and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  appropriating  that 
fame,  which  their  respective  merits  entitled  them  to,  during  the 
campaign,  each  troop  shall  bear  the  name  of  the  State  in  which 
it  was  raised: 

That  these  troops,  when  raised,  shall  not  serve  as  expresses, 
except  in  time  of  action,  nor  as  escorts  to  the  person  of  any 
General,  except  that  of  the  Commander  of  the  army  with  whom 
ihey  serve,  unless  with  their  own  choice: 

That  every  horse,  which  shall  be  killed,  and  very  horse  and 
all  arms  and  accoutrements,  which  shall  be  taken,  by  the  enemy 
in  action,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States;  the  value  to 
te  ascertained  under  the  direction  of  the  Commander  in  Chief; 
and  all  booty  taken  from  the  enemy  shall  belong  to  the  troop, 
by  whom  it  shall  be  taken. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  it  be  I'erommended  to  the  fjovernuiem  of  tin 
respective  States,  to  countenance  and  encourage  this  deHign;  and 
that  the  Board  of  War  transmit  to  them  forthwith  copies  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions  together  with  a  desciiptive  list  of  the  ac- 
coutrements necessary  for  man  and  horse. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 


List  of  Necessaries  and  Accoutrements  for  Each  Houseman. 

1.  A  well  tempered  sword,  the  blade  straight,  and  three  feet 

:'■•■■■'■■■■■  I  .  .  ■  .  . 

long,  with  the  back  sharpened  up  six  inches  from  the  point; 
an  open  guard  about  the  hilt;  that  will  be  light  and  yet  defend 
the  hand;  with  a  scabbard  of  substantial  leather  without  wood. 

2.  A  carbine,  fusee,  or  short  blunderbuss;  the  barrel  of  the 
blunderbuss  not  to  exceed  two  feet  in  length. 

3.  A  pair  of  pistols  and  holsters. 

4.  A  sword-belt — a  belt  for  the  carbine,  with  a  running  swivel 
that  will  slip  to  any  part  of  the  belt. 

5.  A  cartridge-box  to  buckle  round  the  waist,  with  twelve 
tin  pipes  for  the  cartridges. 

6.  A  helmet  of  jacked  leather,  and  effectually  guarded  bv  sev- 
eral  rows  of  small  chain,  iron  or  steel  hoops;  or  a  hat  with  a 
steel  or  iron  scull  piece  inside  the  crown. 

7.  A  saddle;  saddle-cloth,  breast-plate,  crupper,  saddli^-straps 
and  pad. 

8.  Saddle-bags  connected  by  two  broad  straps,  in  the  conunou 
fashion,  and  not  a  portmanteau. 

9.  A  double  reined  bridle,  with  a  curb  and  snaffle  bit,  and  a 
halter. 
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10.  A  cloak  suflficient  to  cover  all  the  arms  and  accoutrements, 
and  which  is  to  serve  also  in  the  place  ot  a  blanket. 

11.  Boots  and  spurs. 

These  articles,  made  as  near  as  may  be  according  to  the  above 
directions;  with  a  good  horse,  will  fit  each  man  for  the  field. 


[No.  1133.] 

Samuel  Broome  Contributes  £100  in  Aid  of  American  Prisoners  in 

New  York  City. 

Wethersfield,  March  2d,  1778. 
Sir,  I  am  desirous  to  contribute  my  mite  towards  the  relief  of 
my  poor  unfortunate  countrymen  in  captivity  in  New  York ;  have 
inclos'd  an  order  on  Mr.  John  Halsted  of  Fishkills,  for  one  hun- 
dred Pounds  New  York  Currency;  the  amount  you'l  please  to 
Order  into  their  relief  thro'  the  Hands  of  our  Commissary,  either 
in  Flour  or  any  Other  Articles  which  you  may  Judge  best; 
Twenty  Pounds  to  be  Paid  to  young  Van  Vaganen,  and  the  like 
sum  to  Mr.  Gilliland,  Two  volunteers  taken  at  the  Battle  on 
Long  Island  in  July  1770.  The  last  account,  I  heard  of  these 
Gentlemen,  they  were  on  board  the  Prison  Ship,  Judith,  Lying 
in  the  N,  River;  the  Remaining  Sixty  Pounds  to  be  divided  in 
Such  manner  as  you  may  please  to  direct.  If  this  Bill  Should 
not  be  Hon'd,  you'l  forward  the  amount  in  Notwithstanding,  and 
Let  me  know  the  mode  of  Payment  which  shall  be  Com  ply 'd 
with  on  Demand.     I  am  respectfully  D'r  Sir  Your  most  Obed. 

Serv't 

Samuel  Broome. 
Hon'ble  John  Jay  Esqr. 
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£100  Rec'd  from  Chief  Justice  Jay  for  I'lisonfM-s  in  X«w  Vurk 
29tli  June  1778. 

Rec'd  of  Gov'r  Clinton  forty  Touiuls   f<.r  myself  mii.I    F.i.-iit. 
Gilliland  agreable  to  the  above  order. 
7th  July  1780. 

'  G.    If.   Vau    \V:i;,'.ti.r. 


[No.  1134.] 

General  Heath  Forwards  Several  Prisoners  from  Boston. 

Head  Quarters,  Boston  Mar.  .''.d  1778. 

Sir,  I  do  myself  the  honor,  to  transmit  you  copy  of  an  order 

of  the  Board  of  War,  and  also  send  under  guard,  to  be  disposed 

of,  as  you  may  think  proper,  Wm.  McKenzie,  Zaeh'h  Overmaigh. 

John  Sparding,  Daniel  Marsh  &  Benjamin  Booker,  mentioned  in 

the  order.     John  Graves  &  Richard  Bell  made  their  escape-  from 

the  Goal  in  New  Hampshire  some  time  since.     Abraham  Wing, 

Jun.,  has  been  permitted  by  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State 

of  New  Hampshire  to  return  home,  his  Brother-in-law  having 

entered  into  Bonds  for  him, — I  believe  he  belongs  to  the  Town 

of  Queensborough.     I  have  wrote  the  chairman  of  the  Couiuiit- 

tee  of  the  City  &  County  of  Albany  on  the  Subject;  no)  knowing 

whether  that  Committee  have  been  apprised  of  his  liberation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Your  Excellency's  ^fost 

Obed.  Servant 

\V.  Ucuth. 

His  Exe'y  Gov'r  Clinton. 


At  a  Board  of  War  ye  December  1777. 

Ordered.     That  Abraham  Wing  Jun'r  be  permitted  to  retJirn 

to  the  State  of  New  York  giving  his  parole  to  appear  before  the 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  &  Connly  of  Albany 

there  to  be  dealt  with  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  and 
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that  JohB  Graves.  Rioh'd  Bell.  William  McKenzie,  ZachTi  Over- 
maigh.  John  Sparding,  Daniel  Marsh  &  Beujn  Booker  now  con- 
fined at  Kockingham.  in  the  State  of  ^'ew  Hampshire,  be  sent 
nnder  Guard  to  Hurlev,  in  the  County  of  Ulster  in  the  State 
of  NeTj-  York,  there  to  be  delivered  to  the  supreme  Executive 
authority  to  be  dealt  with  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Bv  Order  of  the  Board. 

Jos.  Nourse  D.  S. 


H*d  Qrs.  Boston  March  28,  1778. 
Sir;  John  Spaniing,  mentioned  in  the  Letter,  being  sick  is 
left  in  the  Hospital,  As  soon  as  fie  is  well,  he  will  be  sent  on. 

By  order  of  M.  Genl.  Heath.     1  am  Sir,  Tour  most  Obed't 

■  -  - --n   ■     -    f 
Serv't 


Seth  Loring  Sec'y. 


His  Ex*y  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  llSo.] 
Returns  of  Colonel  Darid  Siifhedand's  Regiment. 
DutcMs  County.  March  ye  3  Day  1778. 

A  Ketnme  of  Coll.  David  Sutherland  Eigment  of  militta. 
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A  tm  Ketume  of  My  Rigiment. 

Pr.  me  David  Sutherland  Coll. 
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[Xo.  1136.] 

COLONEL  MALC03I  UTTERS  A  SERIES  OF  WAILS. 

Condemns    Commissary  Boudinoi's   Policy   of   Purckatimg  ZOflOO 

BusheU  of  Wheat  for  Prisoners  in  Sevt>  York. 

Wallkill,  March  3rd  1778 
Dear  Governor, 

AJtho'  I  promise  myself  of  seeing  too  in  Three  or  four  dajs, 
ret  a  matter  which  I  have  accidentally  mett  with  indaces  m^  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  troubling  you  with  a  letter. 

Mr.  Adams,  the  bearer  hereof,  is  charged  with  a  Commission 
by  his  principal  (Mr.  Boudinot)  to  porchase  the  great  Qaantity  of 
20,000  bushels  of  wheat,  &  to  send  it  to  New  York.  The  ill  policj 
of  such  a  measure  is  so  very  obvious  that  I  hope  it  will  be  dis- 
countenanced in  this  state;  its  justifyd  by  the  necessity  of  paying 
for  the  Cloathing  purchased  by  the  Pintards  for  our  Prisoners. 

Xo  doubt  it  was  expected  an  opposition  woud  be  made  to  so 
striking  an  absurdity  &  th^efore  it  was  necessary  to  hold  an  argu- 
ment up  that  woud  most  likely  operate  on  ye  humanity  of  the 
Country, — but  suppose  a  debt  is  due, — ^Where  are  Burgoyne's  bills 
for  supplys  to  his  trooi)s,  and  also  the  Commissarys  in  Pensyl'a. 

In  short,  I  believe  it  a  Tory  trick, — I  have  reasons  for  thinking 
go — from  the  Disposition  of  the  party  &  their  conduct  in  manj 
respects. 

At  all  Events  the  Credit  of  neither  the  Country  nor  Mr.  Pintard 
can  suffer  much,  by  a  few  weeks  delay,  which  from  the  nature  of 
the  late  Regulation  of  Congress  will  enable  out  Commissarys  (rf 
Prisoners,  to  pay  them  by  Supplys  in  the  Country  to  the  English 
prisoners. 

Such  a  Quantity  of  Grain  will  not  only  be  of  great  use  to  the 
enemy  at  the  opening  of  the  Campaign  but  will  afTect  our  own 
53 
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magazines,  which  its  high  time  to  attend  to.  I  am  much  mis- 
taken if  the  enemy  do  not  visit  this  Quarter  very  early  in  the 
spring. 

I  had  some  letters  from  camp  dated  the  21st  ulto.— deserters 

come  in,  in  numbers  from  P a— but  many  of  ours  go  there, 

driven  thro'  the  want  of  Cloathing,  &  Provisions— which  last  arti- 
cle is  only  scarce  by  neglect  of  the  Banditti  employd  in  that  Dept 
— nor  is  the  Cloathin  much  better  attended  to — It  woud  seem 
that  Congress  only  had  in  view  by  their  appointments,  the  making 
of  great  fortunes,  to  new  converted  Torys  or  Blockheads. 

The  returns  of  my  regt.  the  19th  of  Feb.,  bears  only  10  men 
out  of  200  (or  near  it)  fit  for  duty — this  is  enough  to  make  a  mus- 
leman  turn  Christian — it  puts  one  mad — I  know  it  might  be 
otherwise. 

Its  just  told  me  that  the  enemys  fleet  are  near  Haverstraw, 

where  I  know  a  magazine  of  Grain  was  collecting; — I  hope  its 

removed.     Genl.  Parsons  must  take  care;  Father  Putnam  is  not 

here  now  to  bear  the  blame — its  said  here  you  have  wrote  for 

troops  from  the  G.  Army— if  so  &  they  come,  probably  my  late 

Regt.  will  compose  a  part  of  them.     My  most  respectfull  Comp'ts 

to  your  Lady  &  family  &  believe  me  to  be  with  due  regard,  Sir 

your  much  oblidged  and  very  Hble.  Serv't 

W.  Malcom. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York. 
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[No.  1137.] 

The  Board  of  War  Drafts  Resolutions  Relative  to  the  Defences  of 

the  Hudson. 
Copy. 

In  Congress;  March  4tli  1778. 

The  Board  of  War,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Letter.s  and 
papers  relative  to  the  Defence  of  the  posts  on  Hudson's  rivf-r,  and 
the  obstructions  and  w^orks  to  be  made  &  erected,  under  the 
Direction  of  Governour  Clinton,  having  made  a  report  thereon, 
the  same  was  read;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  regulation  of  the  wages  of  artificers,  not 
inlisted  into  the  continental  service,  be  left  to  Governor  Clinton's 
discretion : 

That  the  eight  iron  field  Cannon  mounted,  and  the  twenty 
three  not  mounted,  with  the  Sixty  Six  pieces  of  different  Calibres, 
brought,  and  bringing  from  Ticonderoga,  be  subject  to  the  Orders 
of  Governour  Clinton,  for  the  defence  of  the  passes  of  Hudson's 
river:  That  the  Governour  be  assisted  by  the  Artificers  in  Al- 
bany, or  elsewhere,  on  that  River,  in  stocking  the  Guns;  and  that 
he  have  authority  to  purchase  all  other  necessary  Cannon  for  the 
defence  of  the  passes  on  the  said  River,  wherever  the  same  can  be 
procured : 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier  General  be  directed  to  Send  an  a.s- 
sistant  clothier,  to  be  stationed  with  the  Continental  Army  on  the 
North  River,  to  superintend  the  procuring  and  distribution  of 
Cloathing,  and  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  Commanding  Officer 
take  Such  order  as  to  the  Cloathing  the  Troops  and  Artificers,  as 
exigencies  require: 

That  the  Issuing  Commissary  of  the  Army,  Stationed  on,  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  Hudson's  River,  for  the  defence  thereof,  have  au- 
thority, with  the  Concurrence  of  the  Commanding  Officer,  to  draw 
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for  supplies  of  provissions,on  thePurchasing  Commissaries  in  the 
Eastern,  or  Northern  Department,  as  exigencies,  and  the  positions 
of  the  troops,  may  from  time  to  time  require;  taking  especial 
Care,  not  to  interfere  with  any  Supplies  coming  forward  to,  or  in- 
tended for,  the  grand  army. 

Kesolved,  That  the  other  parts  of  the  Report  be  referred  back  to 
the  Board  of  War,  to  give  such  Orders  thereon  as  they  judge  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  respecting  the  Plans  of  the  Forts  &  Batteries, 
and  other  matters  incidental  thereto;  and  also  to  give  such  direc- 
tions to  Colo.  Radiere,  as  the  Grood  of  the  service  requires,  agree- 
able to  the  Rules  established  in  the  Army. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson  Sec'y. 
A  True  Copy. 

Horatio  Gates  Major  General. 


[No.  1138.] 

FLOUR  SMUGGLED  TO  THE  ENEMY. 

'New  York  State  Thoroughly  Drained  of  Supplies — An  Indifferent 
Commissary — The  Netv  Northern  Expedition. 

Poughkeepsie  4th  March  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  I  was  favoured  with  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of 
the  17th  Ultimo  a  few  Days  since.  The  deplorable  Situation  of 
our  Army  gives  me  great  Pain  &  Anxiety  of  Mind.  By  my 
Letter  to  you  &  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
gress; you  will  be  informed  of  the  Steps  I  have  taken  to  forward 
a  present  Supply  of  Meat  to  the  Grand  Army.  It  will  not  be 
a  large  one,  that  is  utterly  out  of  my  Power  to  afford.  It  is 
however  the  most  I  can.  The  Commissaries  of  the  Grand  & 
Northern  Army  have  purchased  large  Quantities  of  Cattle  in 
this  State  during  the  Course  of  last  Campaign;  this  together 
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with  the  Supplies  furnished  Putnam's  Ann.v  lias  <liiiiiir.|  tlu- 
State  of  that  Article.  Flour  wo  yet  have  in  'rollcral.lr  I'l-niy, 
but  it  is  going  like  Snow  before  Ihe  Sun.  U  is  ama/iii-  l..  liiink 
of  the  vast  Quantities  that  are  taken  Eastward.  Ii  is  iiii|M.ssil>|.- 
that  it  should  be  consumed  by  the  Few  Troops  we  liavc  tli<  rr  or 
by  the  Inhabitants.  It  must  be  for  Exportation,  ^:  llio  I  have 
no  positive  Evidence  of  the  Fact,  I  have  nevertheless  Keason 
to  believe  it  has  found  the  Way  across  the  Sound  to  Lon;,'  Island 
&  to  Nantucket  &  from  thence  to  the  Enemy.  But  even  (lio  in 
this  I  shoud  be  misstaken,  that  it  is  sent  abroad  is  certain  and 
this  may  in  the  End  be  as  fatal  to  us  as  the  other,  ilio  tin-  ('imi- 
mission  of  it  not  quite  so  wicked.  In  this  State  we  will  iioi  n-ai* 
near  as  much  Grain  the  ensuing  Harvest  as  we  did  last  iS:  m-xi 
year,  not  half  as  much.  This  decrease  accompanied  with 
moderate  Exportation  will  produce  a  Famine  or  I  am  greatly 
misstaken. 

I  have  mentioned  in  my  Letter  to  the  Committee  the  necessity 
of  taking  proper  Measures  for  paying  off  the  public  Debts  in  this 
Quarter.  Let  me  begg  you  to  interest  yourself  in  having  it 
effected.  The  Army  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River  as  well  as 
the  Troops  which  marched  from  the  Northern  Army  to  Join  Geul. 
Washington  were  subsisted  on  Credit.  The  Meal  in  the  Mills 
near  the  River  was  taken  &  delivered,  the  issuing  Conunissaries 
for  this  Purpose,  &  Cattle  from  the  Farmers,  for  wlii.li  iliey  liave 
Certificates  only,  &  these  are  in  such  bad  Credit  that  iliey  may 
be  purchased  at  half  their  specific  Value.  The  Commissary  of 
Purchases  on  the  East  Side  of  the  River  says,  he  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Troops  on  the  West  Side  &  we  dont  even  kn..w  tl.e 
Commissary's  Name  for  the  West  Side,  even  Curiosity  has  never 
led  him  to  see  the  River  or  the  Troops  for  which  he  ought  to 
feed. 
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Inclosed  you  have  the  Rank  Roll  of  the  live  New  York  Regi- 
ments as  made  by  the  Committee  of  the  late  Convention,  with 
such  alteration  as  have  since  to  my  Knowledge  taken  Place; 
there  may  be  many  other  Changes  and  doubtless  there  are,  which 
I  am  unacquainted  with  as  it  has  not  been  in  my  Power  to  obtain 
the  Returns  of  the  three  Regiments  you  mention  as  they  now 
stand.  I  am  not  able  to  point  out  all  the  Officers  of  Merrit,  hav- 
ing special  little  Knowledge  of  Van  Schaik's  &  Gansevoort's 
Officers.  I  therefore  think  it  best  not  to  venture  on  the  Task 
least  I  shoud  do  Injustice.  I  woud  just  observe  to  you  that 
the  Arangement  made  by  the  present  Rank  Roll  is  much  com- 
plained of  by  many  valuable  Officers  as  unjust,  &  I  fear  there  is 
but  too  much  Reason  for  such  Complaints. 

I  wish  to  God  I  coud  tell  you  that  our  Tax  Bill,  Militia  Bill  & 
many  other  Important  ones  which  I  need  not  mention  were  in 
better  forwardness.  The  Legislature  has  been  sitting  for  two 
Months  &  hitherto  have  only  passed  a  few  Bills  of  little  public 
Importance.  The  Members  pay  but  indifferent  attendance,  &  I 
have  Reason  to  fear  they  will  break  up  before  those  Laws,  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Peace  &  safety  of  the  State,  can 
be  compleated. 

I  trust  you  had  no  great  Hand  in  planning  the  intended 
Northern  Expedition.  As  Matters  now  stand,  it  will  at  least 
have  answered  some  good  Purpose.  Old  Debts  will  be  paid,  the 
Troops  Cloathed  a  Department  most  horridly  deranged,  reduced 
to  a  Degree  of  order. 

I  am  requested  by  Congress  to  take  upon  me  the  Superin- 
tendance  &  Direction  of  the  Works  for  the  Security  of  Hudson's 
River,  and  to  enable  me  to  expedite  this  Important  Business  I 
am  favoured  with  a  Draft  for  50000  Dollars  on  the  Treasury  in 
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Albany,  &  authorized  for  the  same  Purpose  to  draw  Monies  out 
of  the  Military  Chest.  Did  Congress  know  there  was  not  a 
Farthing  in  the  Albany  Treasury  ifc  that  empty  as  it  is, 
charged  with  a  Prior  Draft  in  Favour  of  the  Quarter  Master 
Genl's  Department  for  150000  Dollars  &  that  the  Military  Chest 
is  not  Competent  for  the  Payment  of  the  A  rears  Due  to  the 
Troops  up  to  the  1st  of  Jan'y. 

This  is  the  Case.  Even  at  the  Risque  of  my  Reputation,  I  am 
willing  to  assist  in  this  Important  Service.  &  I  will  therefore  de- 
vote every  Leisure  Hour  to  it  but  it  is  now  too  late  to  mend  a 
bad  Days  Work  &  I  cannot  be  answerable  for  the  Completion  of 
the  Works  in  due  Season.  Jay  &  Livingston  are  here  in  good 
Health  &  Spirits  &  wish  to  be  remembered  to  you.  Adieu  be- 
lieve me  yours  Sincerely. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

[To  Gouverneur  Morris  or  James  Duane.] 

P.  S.  The  following  Officers  are  desirous  of  resigning  &  have 
made  Application  to  me  for  that  Purpose  &  I  promised  to  write 
to  Congress  on  the  Occasion,  youl  be  good  euough  therefore  to 
mention  this  Matter  to  Congress  which  will  save  me  the  Trouble 
of  writing. 

Capt.  John  McKean  1st  Battallion;  Lieut.  Ball  5  Battalion; 
Ensign  Moore;  Capt.  David  Van  Ness. 


[No.  1139.] 
Governor  Clinton  Gives  Instructions  for  tlie  Apprehension  of  Certain 

Suspects. 

Poughkeepsie  4th  March  1778. 
Sir,  Enclosed  you  have  a  list*  of  the  Names  of  sundry  persons 
who  are  inlisted  under  one  Stephen  Hooper  in  the  Enemy's  ser- 
vice some  of  whom  (if  I  am  rightly  Informed)  have  already  sett 

•List  not  found. 
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out  and  (lie  (»tlieis  intoiul  setliiig  out  very  soon  for  New  York. 
Stephen  Hoopei'  lives  near  the  Round  Lake  in  Saratoga  Patent, 
about  6  miles  from  the  River;  he  is  charged  with  Dispatches  from 
Gov'r  Guy  Carlton  &  Sir  John  Johnson  to  New  York  which  were 
secreted  in  the  heels  of  his  shoes;  he  set  out  for  that  place  but 
whether  he  reached  it  or  returned  I  have  not  been  unable  [able] 
to  learn. 

The  most  of  the  other  persons  ment'd  in  the  list  live  in  New 
Town  in  your  County.  I  have  also  to  Inform  you,  that  the  same 
persons  who  have  made  the  discovery  respect'g  these  people, 
Inform  me  that  a  certain  Esquire  Campbell,  who  lives  upon  the 
Road  lead'g  from  Schenectady  to  Balls  Town,  of  a  Brown  Com- 
plexion and,  supposed  to  be  a  Scotchman,  about  two  months  since 
forwarded  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Johnson  to  Newtown  by  Joseph 
Concklin,  an  Elderly  man  living  at  that  place. 

I  am,  therefore,  to  request,  that  you  will  cause  the  persons 
whose  Names  are  contained  in  this  list,  together  with  the  s'd 
Campbell  and  Concklin,  to  be  Immediately  apprehended,  to  en- 
able you  to  do  which,  you  must  apply  to  the  Commanding  officer 
at  Albany,  who  will  undoubtedly  furnish  the  Troops  Necessary 
for  that  purpose.  It  will  be  Necessary  to  charge  the  officer  who 
will  have  this  command  to  make  particular  enquiries  after  other 
Confederates  in  that  Quarter  as  I  am  informed  there  are  about 

50  Concerned.     I  am  sir  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Abr'm  Yates  Jun'r  Esq.  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany. 
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[No.  1140.] 
NEW  YORK'S  RESOURCES  EXHAUSTED. 
Incompetence  of  Commissaries— Need  of  Ready  Cash—Nmssit!,  "f  a 

Prohibition  Load. 

Poughkeepsy,  4tli  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  was  hon'd  with  yours  of  the  10th  Ulto.  covering  a  ri-Bolu- 
tion  of  Congress.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  full  answcrH 
to  the  questions  you  put,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Ihe  purchaH- 
ing  Commissaries  &  the  resources  of  this  State;  as  to  the  first  I 
know  of  but  one  in  the  state,  to  wit,  Mr.  Cuylcr  in  the  ii..ithern 
department.  The  Commissary  for  the  raidle  depart  iim-ih  is  a  Mr. 
Colt,  who  resides  in  Connecticut,  of  his  abilities  or  conduct  I 
know  very  Little.  On  the  west  side  of  the  river  the  country  has 
been  drained  of  provisions  &  saturated  with  certificates  to  be 
paid  by  the  commissaries  who  reside  at  Head  Quarters  for  the 
supply  of  the  [Nor]tbeni  army.  If  auy  faults  are  to  be  at- 
tributed to  our  purchasing  Comr^issaries,  they  arrise  frniu  tlicir 
not  laying  up  large  magazines  in  proper  season  ^:  Mciiri*;  only 
upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion.  But  I  can  not  prrMnid  to  ju(l;,'e 
how  far  they  are  to  be  censured  on  this  account,  witlioui  knuwin;: 
their  orders  &  the  means  they  had  of  complyinir  wii  h  ili.ni.  \'.ry 
considerable  supplies  of  flour  might  have  be<'n  ])ro(ur.'d  in  this 
State,  had  the  Commissary  been  empowered  to  pay  the  market 
price;  all,  attempts  to  reduce  that  ever  have,  &  I  fear,  ever  will 
be  idle  &  visionary  &  only  operate  as  temporary  checks  to  in 
dustry  &  commerce. 

A  Letter  which  I  did  my  self  the  honour  to  wrlir  in  Mr.  I/f» 
as  one  of  the  Committee  to  confer  with  the  lio;ii«l  of  war  will 
explain  some  of  the  causes  of  the  present  alarming  dcf^rimtry. 
There  is  still  much  flour  in  this  State,  &  if  measures  are  imme- 
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diately  taken  considerable  supplies  of  tbat  article  may  still  be 
procured  for  ready  money— tho'  great  quantities  are  daily  going 
to  the  eastern  states.  This,  considering  the  uncertainty  of  the 
enemies  motions,  might  upon  the  whole  be  attended  with  salu- 
tary consequences,  if  we  were  sure  that  it  remained  among  them. 
But  we  have  long  supposed,  &  with  too  much  reason,  that 
the  enemy  receive  considerable  supplies  thro  that  channel, 
more  particularly  as  the  trade  with  Nantucket  is  unrestrained 
&  the  high  price  of  salt,  renders  it  extreamly  profitable.  Per- 
haps a  law  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  provisions  of  any  sort, 
would  have  beneficial  effects,  for  they  can  not  be  water  borne 
on  any  pretext  whatever  without  encreasing  our  wants,  &  af- 
ford'g  both  by  design  &  accident,  large  supplies  to  the  enem>. 
No  beef  or  pork  can  be  procured  in  this  State,  owing  to  the  loss 
of  part  of  it,  &  the  great  quantities  that  have  been  furnished  to 
the  army  during  the  course  of  the  war.  Wheat  is  the  only  Staple 
of  that  part  of  the  State  which  has  had  leisure  to  attend  to 
husbandry. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  List*  of  the  Officers  appointed  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army  by  the  State,  some  of  the  Persons  named  therein 
did  not  accept,  some  have  resigned  &  others  appointed  in  their 
Room.  I  have  marked  such  of  the  Changes  as  have  come  to 
my  knowledge.     This  Rank  Roll  is  much  complained  of  by  many 

of  the  officers.    I  am  &c. 

[G.  C] 
[To  Gen.  H.  Gates,  president  of  the  Board  of  War.] 

♦List  not  found. 
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[No.  1141.] 
Heavy  Ordnance  on  Band  at  Albany. 
Heavy  Ordnance  and  suitable  sbolt,  tlicrdor,  in  die  paik  at 
Albany  Marcb  4tb  1778.     Vizt.  2  Brass  24  pound<is;  1  ditto  12 
ditto;  1  Iron  8  Inch  hoizer  [Howitzer], 
Shott;  24  pounds  shott,  338  18  ditto,  639. 

Ebenezer  Stevens,  Major,  Commandt't  Artillery. 
To  Mr.  Yates. 


[No.  1142.] 
APPALLING  SUFFERING  AT  VALLEY  FOKGE. 

Governor  Clinton,  However,  Promises  Colonel  Cortlandt  That  Soon 
the  Troops  Will  Be  Better  Provided. 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  Feb'y  13,  1778. 
Sir,  About  the  12th  of  Jan'y  last,  (after  Hutting'  inv  hk'u)  I 
made  application  to  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington.  f<.r  lieve 
of  absence  in  Order  to  Settle  the  accounts  of  my  rogt.  and  to 
purchase  Clothing  for  my  men,  but  Could  not  obtain  licvc  as 
Colo.  Weisenfels  was  absent.  Since  his  Return  llircc  days  ago. 
I  apply'd  again  and  was  put  off  untill  the  New  Regulations  of 
the  army  takes  place,  which  the  General  Informs  me  will  be 
in  a  few  Days  but  as  it  is  uncertain  when  I  Shall  obtain  a  Fur- 
lough, must  beg  lieve  to  Request  of  your  Excellcn.y  to  ordor 
the  Clothing  (or  a  part),  now  in  your  State  Store,  to  be  sent 
to  Camp  for  the  2d  and  4th  York  Regts;  for  it  is  beyond  De- 
scription to  Conceive  what  the  men  Sutler,  f..r  want  of  Shoes, 
Stockings,  Shirts,  Breeches  and  Hats.  I  have  upwards  of  Sev- 
enty men  unfit  for  Duty,  only  for  want  of  the  arliclcs  of  Cluih- 
ing;  Twenty  of  which  have  no  Breeches  at  all.  so  that  th.y  ar^ 
obliged  to  take  their  Blankets  to  Cover  their  NakMlncss.  and 
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as  many  without  a  Single  Shirt,  Stocking  or  Shoe;  about  Thirty 
fit  for  Duty;  the  Best  Sick  or  lame,  and  God  knows  it  wont 
be  long  before  they  will  all  be  laid  up,  as  the  poor  Fellows  are 
obliged  to  fitch  wood  and  water  on  their  Backs,  half  a  mile 
with  bare  legs  in  Snow  or  mud. 

Least  your  Excellency  shuld  Conceive  I  had  not  made  timely 
application,  I  beg  lieve  to  Observe,  that  I  procured  at  Albany 
all  the  Clothing  I  Could  get,  which  fell  Short  of  what  was  want- 
ing; as  I  Could  git  no  Breeches,  Shirts,  Shoes,  or  Hats,  I  then 
Sent  to  the  Convention  for  the  articles  wanting,  but  have  Kec'd 
only  thirteen  pair  Breeches,  and  Some  Shoes,  which  are  now 
worn  out;  this  was  all  I  got  from  them.  Notwithstanding  was 
Inform'd  that  Several  Hund'd  pair  of  Leather  Breeches  &c.  &c. 
was  Delivered  to  the  Two  Northern  Kegiments,  who  are  in  great 
want ;  it  Seams  to  keep  their  Thighs  from  Scorching  this  winter 
in  their  warm  Barracks. 

I  have  made  Kepeated  applications  and  Sent  Officers  to  no 
purpose.  I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  know  the  True  reason  of  this 
neglect,  but  must  Conclude  they  think  us  not  Deserving;  per- 
haps it  may  be  said  the  Kegiment  is  in  debt  and  for  that  Sea- 
son will  not  Supply  us — which  to  me  is  a  very  poor  Reason, 
when  they  Consider  in  what  manner  I  have  been  Imployed,  and 
will  further  add  that  I  was  obliged  to  Defer  the  Settlement  last 
Nov'r  for  want  of  Cash  and  time  to  do  it.  When  I  left  Peeks- 
kill  for  this  army  I  had  Five  months  pay  Due,  which  I  have 
Rec'd  at  this  place,  and  have  made  the  proper  Stopages  for  a 
Settlement  which  I  do  Intend  Shall  take  place  on  my  Coming 
up  to  the  State— the  Convention  perhaps  think,  that  a  Regt. 
Continually  on  Command  and  actual  Service,  that  has  marched 
in  one  Campaign  Upwards  of  Twelve  Hund'd  Miles,  Can  at  all 
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times  be  Ready  to  pay  their  Debts  and  Settle  tbeii-  accounts, 
as  well  as  those  who  lay  in  Quarters  and  always  Ready  to  Re- 
ceive their  pay.  However  I  know  it  has  been  Impossible  for 
me  to  do  it.  I  have  much  more  to  Say,  but  Shall  not  Icngcr 
Intrude  on  your  patience;  Only  beg  lieve  to  Recommend  me  to 
your  Self  and  good  Family  wishing  you  all  Hapiness  am  with 
Great  Respect, 

Your  Obt.  Hum's  Ser't, 

Philip  Cortlandt. 
His  Excel'y  George  Clinton  Govenour  State  of  New  York. 


Poughkeepsie  4th  March  1778. 
Sir,  Before  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  13th  Febi-y.  uliimo 
I  had  given  an  order  to  Capt'n  Ryker  of  your  Regt.,  on  the  Com- 
missary of  Cloathing  for  the  articles  he  returned  wanted.  I 
am  sorry  however  to  Inform  you  that  from  the  low  state  of  the 
store  as  returned  to  me  by  Mr.  Henry,  you  will  be  able  to  re- 
ceive but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  articles  ordered  (shirts 
excepted);  the  business  of  Cloath'g  our  Troops  has  hitherto 
been  too  much  neglected.  It  is  but  within  a  few  days  since 
they  have  been  in  the  least  subject  to  my  order  and  now  in- 
deed only  in  the  Issuing  of  them.  Measures  are  talcing  for 
acquiring  a  fresh  supply,  and  T  would  fain  hope  the  Tronps 
will  be  soon  better  provided;  and  you  may  rest  assund  iliat 
however  matters  may  have  been  hitherto  mismanaged,  I  shall 
take  care  that  an  equal  and  fair  Distribution  of  (he  Cldiiihin^' 
be  made  in  the  future  among  the  Regiments.     I  am  Sir  with 

great  regard  Your  Most  Obed't  Ser't 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Colo  Cortlandt. 
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[No.  1143.] 

The  Mohawk  Committee  Turn  Over  Buried  Goods  to  the  Finders 

Thereof. 

Mohawk's  Committee  Chamber,  Feb'y  25,  1778. 

Resolved,  that  the  Sundry  goodes  found  by  Captt.  John  Van 
Derwerken  and  Dines  Davis,  that  was  burid  in  the  ground,  that 
had  been  Retaken  by  Abraham  Veader  and  Zeepheniah  Batch- 
elar,  and  Delivered  to  the  Commissenors  and  Sold  at  Vandue — 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that  the  Said  Goods  become  the 
property  of  Said  Vanderwerken  and  Davis,  being  good  friends 
to  the  America  Cause  and  his  Create  Loss  and  being  Driven 
from  his  Habitation  by  the  Enemy  Calls  for  our  Sympathy  and 
pity. 

The  above  Resolve  agreed  to  and  is  Confirmed  by  the  County 
Committee  this  4th  Day  of  March  1778.     by  order 

Will'm  Wills  Chairman. 


[No.  1144.] 
Deputy  Commissary  Reed's  Plan  for  Purchases  Approved. 

Poughkeepsie  5th  March  1778. 
Sir,  Your  Letter  of  the  3d  Inst,  directed  to  his  Excellency, 
Gov'r  Clinton,  Came  to  hand  the  moment  he  was  going  out  of 
Town;  he  therefore  directed  me  to  Inform  you  he  much  ap- 
proved of  your  exertions  in  procuring  Supplies  for  the  South- 
ern army  and  hopes  you  will  Continue  to  Exert  yourself  in  pro- 
curing and  laying  up  the  necessary  Supplies,  that  the  same  may 
be  ready  to  forward  to  head  Quarters  whenever  wanted.  Your 
Letter  coming  to  hand  the  Instant  an  Express  was  going  to 
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Head  Quarters,  was  forwarded  for  the  perusal   of  his  Excel- 
lency Genl.  Washington.     I  am  Sir  your  obed't  serv't 

Rich'd  Hatfield. 
To  James  Reed,  Esq.  D.  C.  Purchases,  Amenia. 


[No.  1145.] 

DEFENCES  AT  WEST  POINT. 

Governor  CUnton  in  General  Charge,  hy  Order  of  the  Board  of  War — 
KosciuszJco  Ordered  There. 

At  a  Board  of  War  March  5th  1778. 

Present  General  Gates  Presid't  Col.  Pickering,  Mr.  Peters. 

The  Board  taking  into  consideration  the  Letters  &  Papers  re- 
ferred to  them  relative  to  the  Posts  on  the  North  River  &  the 
obstructions  &  Works  to  be  made  &  erected  under  the  Directions 
of  Governor  Clinton,  with  the  Assistance  of  General  Putnam  and 
the  troops  under  his  Command,  came  to  the  following  Determ- 
inations, in  Vertue  of  Authority  vested  in  them  by  Congress,  in 
Addition  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress  on  this  Subject,  which,  as 
well  as  the  Directions  of  this  Board  are  to  be  transmitted  to 
General  Putnam  &  Governor  Clinton  for  their  Government: 

1.  That  the  Plans  of  the  Forts  &  Batteries  to  be  erected,  be 
left  to  the  Discretion  of  Governor  Clinton,  as  no  Doubt  they  are 
best  calculated  for  the  Situation  of  the  Posts  taken,  &  the  Board 
have  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Gentlemen 
concerned  in  this  Bussiness,  &  on  this  consideration  they  ratify 
&  confirm  all  orders  given  &  Measures  taken  by  Governor  Clin- 
ton or  General  Putnam  for  the  Defence  of  the  North  River  &  all 
Matters  incidental  thereto,  expressing  however  the  Apprehen- 
sions of  the  Board,  that  the  Plan  is  rather  extensive  for  the 
Time  &  Number  of  Troops,  &  desiring  that  if  possible  Timber 
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may  be  used  for  reveling  tlie  Works  if  it  can  be  procured  with- 
out Delay.  The  floating  Batteries  to  be  left  'till  the  last,  not 
being  of  so  immediate  consequence  however  finally  useful  they 
may  prove.  The  Appointment  of  Captain  Machin,  to  superin- 
tend the  making  the  Chain  &c.  is  particularly  meant  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Ratification  of  General  Putnam's  Orders. 

2.  That  Col.  La  Radiere  accomodate  his  plans  &  Mode  of  con- 
structing the  Batteries  &  Forts,  to  the  Nature  of  the  Country  and 
Materials,  Time  &  Number  of  Men;  in  all  which  he  is  abso- 
lutely to  be  directed  by  Governor  Clinton  or  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Army  in  which  he  acts  who  are  best  acquainted 
with  these  circumstances. 

3.  That  it  will  be  improper  for  Col.  Radiere  to  command  the 
Troops,  as  he  ought  to  confine  himself  to  the  Bussiness  of  an 
Engineer  only  this  being  the  Case  with  other  Engineers  who 
have  never  had  command  but  over  each  other  according  to  their 
Ranks. 

4.  That  Col.  Kosciuszko  be  directed  to  repair  to  the  Army 
under  General  Putnam,  to  be  employed  as  shall  be  thought 
proper  in  his  Capacity  of  an  Engineer.      ' 

Horatio  Gates,  President. 


[No.  1146.] 

TORY  PLOTS  AND  DISAFFECTION  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 

Riotous  Demonstrations  in  tlw  Northern  Section — Tories  Flogged  by 
Patriotic  Americans. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber,  5th  March  1778. 

Sir,  Some  time  last  week,  a  Letter  was  left  on  a  Stoop  in  this 

City  directed  to  Colo.  Beeckman,  a  Copy  of  which  we  take  the 

Liberty  to  enclose  your  Excellency:  No.  1;*  As  many  important 

•Subjoined. 
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discoYeries  were  made  by  the  Committee  last  Summer  from  such 
hints,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  author, 
and  after  making  every  possible  enquiry  in  a  private  manner  to 
no  effect,  it  was  agreed  by  the  Committee  together  with  the 
Marquiss  De  Lafayette  to  whom  we  communicated  the  afrair  to 
have  the  Persons  mentioned  in  the  Letter  with  their  Papers 
secured,  in  hopes  to  extort  a  Confession  from  some  of  them,  or 
make  farther  discoveries  from  their  Papers.    Mr.  Cuyler,  J<.Ily, 
and  the  Schoolmaster  were  apprehended,  and  seperately  exam- 
ined; they  utterly  denied  their  being,  knowing  or  Privy  to  any 
Plots  or  Conspiracies  against  the  Country  and  offered  to  swear 
to  the  same;  in  Consequence  of  which  it  was  thought  adviseable 
to  permit  them  to  return  home.    The  Committee  were  in  hopes 
that  the  apprehending  of  those  Persons  and  releasing  of  them 
for  want  of  Evidence,  if  no  Proof  could  be  had,  would  have  been 
an  inducement  to  the  writer  of  the  Letter  to  have  stept  forth  and 
give  the  information  in  Person.    John  Duncan  was  released  and 
his  Papers  delivered  him;  the  Guard  who  went  for  Thurraan  not 
finding  him  at  honi^  secured  his  Papers.    Two  Days  after  Thur- 
man  came  to  the  Committee;  after  attending  to  many  of  his  Cir- 
cumloeutions  with  many  protestations  of  his  attachment  to  his 
Country's  Cause,  he  was  permitted  to  return.    As  no  other  proof 
could  be  Collected  the  Committee  were  induced  to  beleive  that 
it  was  a  fiction  calculated  to  alarm  and  not  inform.     The  Con- 
tents of  a  Letter  from  the  Marquiss  De  Lafayette  a  Copy  of 
which  we  enclose,  No.  2,  has  caused  us  to  alter  our  opiuion  and 
give  Credit  to  our  first  information;  we  are  however  determined 
to  keep  the  matter  as  Secret  as  possible,  in  hopes  of  farther  dis- 
coveries, and  if  we  should  not  succeed  we  would  sulmiit  it.  Sir, 
to  you  whether,  it  would  not  be  adviseable  to  remove  every  sus- 
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pected  Person  at  the  opening  of  the  River  from  among  us,  whose 
Interest  or  influence  may  be  dangerous  to  the  States. 

A  number  of  Complaints  have  been  made  to  us  by  Persons 
inhabiting  Saratoga,  Hosick  and  Cambridge  Districts,  setting 
forth  that  they  were  plundered  of  their  property  and  otherwise 
ill  treated  by  their  neighbors,  in  Consequence  of  which  the  Com- 
mittee made  the  enclosed  Resolve  No.  3,  since  which  the  Letter 
No.  4  came  to  Hand  by  Mr.  Whiteside  in  Consequence  of  which 
the  Resolutions  No.  5,  were  made,  a  Variety  of  Complaints  from 
Saratoga  caused  the  Committee  to  write  to  the  Chairman  of  that 
District  the  Letter  No.  6. 

We  would  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  favor  us  with 
your  advise  on  those  important  matters. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  due  Esteem  your  Excellency's 
Most  Ob't  Humble  Serv'ts. 

By  order 

John  M.  Beeckman  Chairman  P.  T. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 

Since  writing  the  above  Deposition  of  Maes  Van  Beuren  was 
taken,  which  corroborates  with  the  other  information  before 
mentioned,  we  have  sent  for  James  Young  and  John,  the  Persons 
mentioned  in  Van  Beuren's  afQdavit,  and  shall  forward  to  your 
Excellency  such  intelligence  as  can  be  collected  from  them. 

A  Brittish  Officer  and  Doctor  left  this  for  New  York  some 
days  ago;  Andries  Huyck  and  Walter  Carpenter  the  Sleighman 
they,  have  taken  with  them  are  great  Enemies  to  our  Country  and 
as  great  Villains  as  any  in  it,  the  Committee  would  not  have  per- 
mitted them  to  have  gone  had  they  known  it,  Huyck  was  tried 
last  Summer  by  the  General  Court  Martial  in  this  City;  Car- 
penter was  long  confined  in  the  Fleet  Prison.  We  would  sug- 
gest to  your  Excellency  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  have 
ihem  apprehended  and  strictly  examined  at  their  return.      It 
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gives  great  umbrage  to  the  Friends  to  our  Cause  that  such 
Villians   have   an   oppertunity   of   supplying   themselves,    while 
honest  Men  are  obliged  to  suffer. 
We  are  &c.     By  order 

John  M.  Beeekman  Chairman  P.  T. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton, 


The  Mysterious  Document. 
No.  1. 

Sir,  At  one  Jolly's,  two  Miles  below  this  City  you  may  find 
Papers  of  Consequence;  at  one  Thurman's  twenty  Miles  below,  at 
one  Holland's  at  Kinderhook  over  the  River,  at  Mr.  Cuyler's  and 
a  Schoolmaster's;  a  great  many  more  are  Leaders  but  not  in  my 
power  to  tell  at  present.  The  Plan  is  to  burn  your  City,  all  your 
Stores  and  all  your  Mills,  as  soon  as  the  River  opens;  great  many 
Negroes  are  enlisted,  Regular  Soldiers,  Tories.  You  may  think 
little  of  this,  but  experience  is  better,  if  not  too  dear  bought;  you 
may  if  you  will,  take  a  good  look  out,  find  in  your  City  recruiting 
Officers,  Mind  your  Brittish  Officers,  Soldiers,  Negroes,  and 
Tories;  trouble  is  nigh.  I  was  one,  but  now  decline;  do  not  de- 
pend on  your  Goalers;  put  no  Poor  Man  in  Goal;  only  send  them 
to  York  or  to  Boston.  I  wish  you  well,  and  Major  Schermerhorn, 
but  you  will  both  be  Murdered  or  taken  and  Captain  Starts,  by 
your  own  negroes  and  Neighbours,  Colonel  Rensselaer  is  to  be  a 
Prisoner;  at  Schonectaday  one  Duncan  is  one  and  one  Captain 
Man  in  a  place  that  I  cannot  remember  is  now  in  this  Plot.  Cap- 
tain Man  will  join  with  many  Tories  and  burn  all  the  Sloops  in 
the  River. 
To  Colonel  Bakman. 

Van  Beurens  Affidavit. 
Moses  H.  Van  Beuren,  of  Jerieco  8  Miles  from  Albany  being 
duly  Sworn,  saith  that  a  woman  who  lives  at  Eliz.  Fites,  told  him 
that  a  man  who  work'd  at  John  Lockes,  had  Desired  one  Petor 
Bratt  of  same  place  to  inform  the  Deponent,  that  a  plott  was  on 
foot,  at  Jerieco  and  that  his  Negro  was  concarn'd  therein,  that  this 
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Deponent  thereupon  went  to  the  man  who  had  desired  Bratt  to 
give  the  Information,  (he  then  work'd  at  Fites),  who  Informed 
the  depon't  that  the  negros  of  that  place  where  Designed  to  go  to 
the  Enemy,  and  that  Lockes  wench  had  said  if  he  would  not  be- 
leve  it,  he  would  see  it  before  May  Next,  and  that  the  said  In- 
form't  beleived  the  wife  of  Locks  run  great  Risque — that  the  De- 
pon't Desired  the  Inform't  to  mention  his  name,  which  he  Re- 
fused and  at  Last  gave  only  his  Christian  name  to  wit,  John, 
and  Farther  said  that  James  Young  knew  as  much  if  not  more 
than  he  did — and  the  said  Inform't  farthe  said  that  he  was  afraid 

if  he  made  a  discovery  of  loosing  his  life. 

Maes  Van  Beuren. 
Sworn  to  6th  March  1778. 


Lafayette  Sustains  the  Plot  Theory. 
No.  2. 

Schonectady  3rd  March  1778. 

Sir,  By  new  intelligence  I  got  in  this  place  I  find  our 
Suspicious  very  far  from  being  groundless.  A  Soldier  who  I 
think  is  a  Spy  has  been  taken  up  and  examined  by  me  Yesterday. 
It  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  a  true  Confession  from  that  Man, 
but  I  can  however  assure  you  that  there  is  a  Conspiracy  and  an 
important  one.  Major  Carleton,  Greneral's*  own  Nephew,  was 
some  days  ago  disguised  in  this  Town  and  making  preperations — 
tv\^o  parties  are  gone  on  after  him  but  I  question  much  if  they 
will  be  successful.  I  have  been  detained  in  this  place  for  that 
business,  and  intend  to  go  to  night  as  far  as  Johnstown — two 
Companies  of  Van  Schaick's  Regt.  will  go  to  Schohary,  where  a 
number  of  true  Rebels,  Vizt.  Rebels  to  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  had  designed  to  fix  one  of  their  Rendezvous.  I  hope  I'll  be 
back  soon  at  Albany,  where  I'll  have  the  Honor  to  confer  with 
the  Committee.  My  intention  was  only,  Sir,  in  giving  an  account 
of  what  I  had  discovered,  to  put  the  Honourable  Committee  upon 
their  Guard  more  than  ever — perhaps  some  of  you  Gentlemen 
will  be  able  to  get  intelligence  which  united  with  mine  can  bring 
us  to  a  Certainty. 

•General  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  governor  general  of  Canada. 
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With  the  greatest  desire  to  deserve  the  approbatiou  of  (he  Com- 
mittee and  the  highest  regard  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  Y<,nr 
most  Obt.  Serv. 

The  M's  de  Lafavelte. 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  Chairman  of  tlie  Commitloo  of  Albany. 


For  the  Relief  of  Persons  who  have  PLuvnEREn 
No.  3. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber,  19th  Feb'y  177s. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Board  that  in  tlio 
late  Distresses  attending  divers  Parts  of  this  County,  several 
Persons  who  have  not  forfeited  their  Estates  have  been  phindored 
of  their  Goods  and  Effects,  and  that  the  Persons  who  have  such 
Goods  and  Effects  in  Possession  refuse  or  neglect  to  deliver  the 
same  upon  the  request  of  the  OA\Tiers. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  different  Districts  in  this  County  upon  the  Complaint 
of  any  of  the  Persons  who  have  been  plundered  as  aforesaid,  to 
cause  the  Person  or  Persons  complained  of,  to  appear  before  them, 
and  if  upon  enquiry  it  shall  appear  that  the  Person  or  Person.s 
complained  of,  are  Possessed  of  any  such  Goods,  to  cause  the 
said  Goods  to  be  delivered  to  the  lawful  owner;  and  if  any  Per- 
son or  Persons  shall  be  so  lost  to  public  Virtue  as  to  refuse  or 
neglect  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  any  of  the  said  Comniit- 
tees^That  then  the  said  Committees,  be  and  they  are  hereby  em- 
powered, to  call  upon  any  of  the  Militia  Oflicers  for  assistance 
as  well  to  deliver  the  Goods,  as  to  cause  such  refractory  Persons 
to  be  brought  to  the  Common  Goal. 

Resolved  That  the  said  Committees  Report  from  tiuie  to  time 
to  this  Board  their  Proceedings  in  Consequence  of  this  Resolu- 
tion. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Mat.  Visscher  Seo'v. 
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Patriotism  in  Cambridge  Takes  the  Form  of  Flogging 

Enemies. 
Kg.  4. 
To  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany, 

Cambridge,  February  26th  1778. 

Gentlemen,  On  Tuesday  last  the  Committee  of  this  District 
met  together,  and  whilst  on  business  a  Man  appeared  and 
informed  v  +hat  a  Party  of  Men  had  Collected  together  for  some 
certain  purposes,  and  just  before  night  there  came  one  James 
More,  of  Charlotte  County,  and  forced  himself  into  the  Room 
where  we  sat  on  business,  and  appeared  to  be  in  a  great  passion, 
and  after  being  asked  what  he  wanted  of  the  Committee  He  said 
he  was  Captain  of  a  Mob  that  had  Collected  together,  and  went 
without  orders  or  rule^  and  that  they  had  flogged  sundry  damn'd 
Tories — at  that  Instant  one  Collins  rushed  into  the  Room  and 
ordered  the  Committee  to  appear  at  the  Door,  being  answered 
that  we  was  on  business,  he  repeated  again  that  he  was  sent  in 
to  order  us  to  the  Door;  he  was  asked  what  we  were  wanted  for 
at  the  Door.  He  said  we  would  find  out  when  we  would  get 
there,  and  that  we  must  go  immediately;  on  which  and  hearing  a 
great  noise  at  the  Door  we  opened  it  and  saw  two  long  Strings 
of  Men  with  each  a  large  long  whip,  with  that  some  Person  got 
in  the  Room  gave  a  push  and  some  stept  out,  and  as  soon  as  we 
got  out,  Edmund  Wells  Jun.  Repeated  a  long  Harrangue  Con- 
cerning the  Tories;  and  we  saw  one  Man  they  had  Tied,,  in  order 
to  be  whipp'd  thro'  the  Guantlet  as  they  called  it;  and  on  that 
we  gave  them  advice  to  be  Careful  of  their  Conduct  and  behave 
with  Humanity;  immediately  the  Committee  was  ordered  to  go 
thro'  the  Guantlet  first,  for  not  putting  the  Tories  to  Punish- 
ment, (they  being  under  Bonds  and  Sureties  for  their  appearance), 
and  immediately  laid  Violent  Hands  on  the  Committee,  and  drew 
some  of  them  some  distance  thro'  and  on  resistance  they  got  out, 
and  then  they  led  the  Man  slowly  on,  some  gave  him  one  blow, 
some  two  till  he  got  thro'.  Then  the  Man  that  called  himself 
Capt.,  Damn'd  the  Committee,  and  said  if  they  resented  the 
usage,  they  should  all  have  as  many  Lashes  thro'  the  Guantlet; 
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swear- 


dannimg  the  Committee  and  all  the  authority  of  the  Slate.  «w.ar- 

f  l\^     \        """  ^^"^""'^  Committees  or  Congresses  dare  resent 
what  thej  did  or  said,  and  on  being  reproved  for  so  doing  th.y 

swore  if  we  did  not  hold  our Tongues,  we  should  im 

mediately  be  used  in  the  same  manner  they  used  the  Tories-  and 
m  went  on  in  the  most  abuseful  manner  that  could  be  thought 
of,  untill  two  of  the  Mob  came  with  the  Return  of  their  Proceed- 
ings, as  they  said,  which  Return  is  enclosed,  and  shortly  after  the 
Committee  was  ordered  not  to  come  there  any  more  to  sit;  and 
since  that  we  are  informed  that  they  went  round  the  Town  that 
Day,  and  when  they  found  a  Man,  they  would  ask  him  if  he  was 
sworn  and  if  he  said  no,  then  they  swore  that  he  was  so  big  a 
Tory  that  the  Regulars  had  no  need  to  swear  and  he  must  be 
whipp'd;  and  then  they  would  proceed  on  to  another,  and  if  he 
confessed  he  was  sworn  and  thought  the  oath  binding  then  he 
must  be  flogged,  and  made  the  first  flog  the  other.  The  next 
Confessed  he  was  forced  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  But  did 
not  intend  to  keep  it;  nether  had  keep'd  it;  then  they  swore  he 

must  be  flogged  for  not  keeping  his  oath  Caling  him  D 

pergurd  villion  and  Could  not  Be  trusted;  and  so  preceded  on  in 
such  a  maner,  I  do  begain  to  mention  for  the  space  of  three  days, 
all  under  the  Spureous  nam  of  Liberty— if  Such  conduct  is 
Liberty,  then  there  will  Be  many  Torrys,  and  the  more  thinking 
part  says  if  there  is  not  a  Speady  Stop  put  to  such  procedings 
they  will  have  the  place. 

Last  fall  when  the  Torry  came  home,  they  was  immediately  laid 
under  Bonds  and  Suretys  for  their  apperance  when  CalPd  to  Trial, 
and  shortly  after  one  of  our  members  informed  the  County  Com- 
mittee what  we  had  done  and  the  Conduct  was  appr'd.  And 
Likewise,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  said  that  he  thought  it  the  Best 
thing  that  Could  be  done  with  them,  as  the  Goals  was  full  and 
Could  not  Receive  them,  and  since  then  we  have  frequently  Re- 
quested the  County  Committee  to  Be  the  means  of  haveing  those 
torrys  Brought  to  trial,  and  Received  for  answer  that  they  would 
as  soon  As  Possable;  and  Likewise  we  have  sundry  Times  sent  to 
the  Legislature  of  our  State,  in  order  to  have  them  Brought  to 
Trial,  and  was  answer'd  that  we  must  have  a  little  pations,  and 
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they  would  provide  for  trials;  one  Eastwood,  one  of  those  torrys, 
was  found  to  be  Dangerous  By  ous  and  we  sent  him  to  Close  Con- 
findment;  and  all  this  while  a  number  of  men  that  is  nam'd  above, 
would  find  folt  with  our  Committee  for  not  punnishing  the 
Torrys,  and  was  often  informd  of  our  procedings  towards  them, 
and  that  we  had  done  all  we  could,  unless  we  sent  them  to  goal 
and  that  we  went  By  the  advice  of  our  Leaders  and  could  not  do 
any  more;  they  still  insist  that  we  should  Bring  them  To  Trial 
and  that  we  was  torrys  for  not  doing  it;  and  it  is  well  knowing, 
to  all  men  of  knowlidge,  that  it  could  not  be  done;  now  as  the 
Committee's  is  all  the  authority  we  have  in  the  Country,  if  they 
are  to  be  trod  on  in  this  sort,  their  will  soon  be  no  authority,  and 
if  such  a  mob  is  not  Curb'd  for  Damning  all  the  athority  of  the 
state  and  swariug  that  they  dare  not  Kesent  what  they  say  or  do, 
then  their  will  soon  Be  no  safety  for  any  man. 

Query  is  not  this  to  be  immediately  stop'd;  is  not  such  men  to 
be  punnished;  as  that  spirit  has  Rain'd  long  here  and  has  often 
Been  supprest  by  us  with  out  publishing  it  untill  they  have  got 
Harden'd,  is  it  not  the  Best  methoud  to  have  one  hundred  Con- 
inental  Troops  sent  among  us  and  take  these  Rioters  and  put 
them  in  Close  Confinement  is  it  not  Best  to  have  a  Sheriff  at  the 
head  of  the  troops. 

the  28.  I  am  Just  informd  By  James  Cavenour  that  they  have 
fiogged  one  man  for  not  Leting  a  Colt  go  to  a  man's  that  said  it 
was  his,  unless  he  woud  make  oath  to  it,  and  that  they  intend 
to  go  Round  and  flog  all  that  they  think  desarves  it. 

Sign'd  by  order. 

John  Younglove,  Ch'n. 


Mr.  Whiteside  Lays  the  Matter  Before  the  Albany 
Committee. 
Ko.  5. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber,  4th  March  1778. 

Mr.  Whiteside,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Cam- 
bridge District,  laid  before  this  Board  a  Paper  delivered  said 
Committee,  setting  forth  that  the  said  Edmund  Wells,  Jun'r, 
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James  Cowan,  and  ll.e  odu-r  l'..,su,.s  n...ni...n...l  u.  sai.l  l-aiH-r 
had  corrected  snndry  Tori.s  ...d  I'mi.Hin,.  M..,,.  Mr  ^V|,i...Kid.. 
farther  informed  ll.al  (Im-  INm-s.u.s  m.,.!  i..n...|  in  s.nd  Pap-r  who 

have  been  flogged  and  oil„.,.uis..  ill   ,,..; |.  |,....,  ,,,„ai„.,,  „„ 

their  Habitations  untill  iho  Kn.-n.y  ,■;,„...  „,...,.  .Jm-.u  and 
obliged  them  to  take  the  oath  of  alU.gian.e  ...  ,h,.  Kin^  ..f  (Jn-al 
Bnttain  previous  to  their  being  set  at  TJb..rlv-and  that  Hurh 
Persons  as  were  deemed  nnfrimdly  lo  tl„.  lAhovtien  of  America 
had  been  put  under  Bonds  by  the  Cnimitle..  „f  said  DiBtri.-t  for 
thir  future  good  behaviour  and  apj.earan.c  wh.„  .all.-d  ,„..„.  f..r 
Triah 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  indiHing  nf  a,.y  ('orpMral 
punishment  or  the  depriving  of  any  .,f  ih,.  Si.l.j.Mts  of  thin  State 
of  their  property  without  proper  anlhorily  is  an  infring.M„,.„t  of 
the  Priviledges  of  the  People  contrary  to  sound  Policy  and  in 
direct  Violation  of  all  Law  and  Justice. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  will  dc  il„.  „nnnsi  „f  their 
endeavour  to  suppress  every  such  Riotous  and  ilh-gal  Proceed- 
ings,  and  will  exert  themselves  in  Causing  su.-h  IJiotoiis  PcrsonH 
to  be  brought  to  Justice. 

Resolved  That 'the  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Cambridge 
District  with  the  paper  from  Messrs.  Wells,  Cowan,  and  otht-rn 
together  with  these  Resolutions  be  transmitted  to  his  Ext-L-llenry 
the  Governor. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Mat.  Visscher  Sec'v. 


List  of  the  Cambridge  "  White  Cats." 

Cambridge  '2lWi]  I-Vb'y  1778. 
Names  of  the  Persons  who  went  out  ihis  day  in  order  to 
Chastise  the  Tories  Vizt:  Edmund  Weils  Jan.,  Walirr  Hollo, 
James  Cowan,  Jul's  Collins,  Ab'm  Bouse,  Caleb  Wright.  Kli.sba 
Wadsworth,  Ebenezer  Bassey,  Ebenezer  Sclah.  James  Moor**, 
Amos  Crocket,  Samuel  Morrison,  Win.  King,  Amos  Buck  & 
Samuel  Heath,  who  have  (we  trust  with  ilu-  good  will  of  every 
true  Friend  to  his  Country)  corrected  snn«lry  Tories  and  Prol«" 
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tion  Men  Viz.  Mr.  Herd,  James  Colter,  Patrick  McGill,  Daniel 
Shipman,  Patrick  Cowan  and  Thos.  Lake  and  we  are  ready  to 
give  our  Reasons  for  so  doing. 

Copy. 

(Written  on  back  of  the  document:  ''The  proceedings  of  the 
Chastizers.") 


The  Albaxy  Committee  Determined  to  Punish  the  Enemies 
OF  THE  Country  and  to  Assist  the  Oppressed. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber,  4th  March  1778. 
No.  6. 

Sir  Samuel  Cooper  an  Inhabitant  of  the  District  of  Saratoga 
complained  to  this  Board  that  on  account  of  a  very  sore  hand 
which  has  been  attended  with  bad  Consequences  to  him,  as  he 
has  since  lost  one  of  his  Fingers,  he  was  obliged  to  remain  on 
his  Farm  at  the  Time  the  Enemy  penetrated  into  the  Country, 
that  he  has  been  Robbed  of  a  great  part  of  his  property  by  a 
number  of  People  in  your  parts,  and  that  a  certain  Warren  Car- 
penter, threatens  to  kill  him  if  he  complains.  It  gives  us  pain, 
Sir,  to  hear  that  Persons  who  Commit  such  Depredations  bear 
the  Name  of  whigs. 

Cooper  appears  to  be  by  his  deafness  and  other  infirmities  a 
Person  incapable  of  doing  any  hurt  to  the  Cause  of  America  ad- 
mit he  was  so  inclined;  his  General  Character  is  inoffensive;  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Land  he  has  not  been  Convicted  as  an  Enemy 
to  the  Country;  if  he  has  his  property  ought  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  State  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Con- 
vention made  for  that  purpose. 

How  shocking  it  is  to  think  that  People  who  affirm  they  are 
Contending  for  their  Rights  and  Priviledges  should  at  the  same 
time  Rob  their  neighbours  of  their  property,  apply  the  ill  gotten 
Gain  to  their  private  use,  and  threaten  to  Murder  the  Injured  if 
they  complain;  this  line  of  Conduct  has  not  been  pursued  in 
similar  Cases;  Amboy,  Brunswick  or  Trenton  were  not  plundered 
by  the  Americans  when  General  Howe's  army  Evacuated  that 
Country,  the  Legislature  of  that  State  would  not  suffer  such  vil- 
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lainy  to  be  practized.  Wlioi-e  will  Uie  evil  ccasr  if  PiM.plf  of 
such  principles  are  suffered  to  go  on,  do  llicy  expp.l  to  paHH  with 
impunity,     No,  Justice  and  Humanity  forbids  it. 

While  on  the  one  Hand,  Sir,  we  are  dclerniincd  io  aHKJHt  in 
punishing  the  Enemies  of  our  Country  in  tlir  iii..(l<-  prescribed  by 
Law,  so  on  the  other  we  are  determined  to  iiHsist  in  procuring 
Justice  for  the  oppressed.  We  lament  the  necesHify  of  repre- 
senting this  affair  in  such  AVarm  Terms  but,  Kir,  aH  a  Iio<Jy 
chosen  by  a  Majority  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Couniy,  ami  an 
Guardians  of  their  Rights,  we  are  determined  to  leave  no  meanu, 
unessayed  to  Vindicate  the  Rights  of  the  Subjects  of  lliis  State, 
and  punish  offenders. 

The  interposition  of  those  in  authority  and  of  every  Friend  to 
America  where  such  base  actions  are  Committed  will  Merit  the 
approbation  of  every  good  Man. 

We  are  Your  most  humble  Serv'fs 

By  order 

John  M.  Beeckman  Dep'y  Chairman. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Saratoga  District. 


[No.  1147.] 
General  Parsons  Asks  Governor  Clinton's  Advice  on  a  Court  Mai  tiiil. 

I  Robinson's  5th  March  1778. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Inclos'd  I  Send  you  the  Repurf  (»f  a  Court  Martial 
on  ye  artificers  at  West  Point:  they  have  been  a  refactory  Sett 
of  men  for  a  long  Time  &  seem  to  have  agreed  that  they  will  not 
work  'till  their  own  Terms  &  Particular  Inclinations  are  com- 
plied with  from  Time  to  Time.  La  Radiere  I  am  inf«.rmd  in- 
tends asking  Leave  to  retire  from  the  Post.  As  the  CarryioR 
on  the  works  are  not  in  my  Hands,  I  beg  your  advice  what  \» 
best  to  be  done  on  ye  inclos'd  Report*  &  that  the  Keport  may  be 
returnd  with  your  Opinion.  Altho'  I  suppose  it  an  undoubted 
Right  of  ye  Commanding  Officer  to  approve  or  disapprove  the 

•Report  not  found. 
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Sentences  of  Coiiit  jNIaitials  yet  as  it  may  be  Suppos'd  to  con- 
cern your  Department,  I  would  wish  to  consult  you  lest  you  may 
thiiik  yourself  injurd  by  ye  approbation,  thereof,  which  I  shall 

do  unless  otherwise  advis'd. 

Y'r  h'e  Serv. 

Saml.  H.  Parsons. 
[To  Governor  George  Clinton.] 


[No.  6407.]* 

HAMILTON  ATTACKS  CONGRESS. 

Assails  General  Conway — Clinton  and  Hamilton  in  Accm'd  i/n  the 
Enmity  Toward  Gates. 

Head  Quarters  Feb'y  1.3,  1778. 

Dear  Sir,  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  immediately 
after  my  arrival  at  Head  Quarters,  in  answer  to  two  letters  I 
found  here,  from  you. 

There  is  a  matter,  which  often  obtrudes  itself  upon  my  mind, 
and  which  requires  the  attention  of  every  person  of  sense  and 
influence,  among  us — I  mean  a  degeneracy  of  representation  in 
the  great  council  of  America.  It  is  a  melancholy  truth  Sir,  and 
the  effects  of  which  we  dayly  see  and  feel,  that  there  is  not  so 
much  wisdom  in  a  certain  body,  as  there  ought  to  be,  and  as 
the  success  of  our  affairs  absolutely  demands.  Many  members 
of  it  are  no  doubht  men  in  every  respect,  fit  for  the  trust,  but 
this  cannot  be  said  of  it  as  a  body.  Folly,  caprice  a  want  of 
foresight,  comprehension  and  dignity,  characterise  the  general 
tenor  of  their  actions.  Of  this  I  dare  say,  you  are  sensible, 
though  you  have  not  perhaps  so  many  opportunities  of  knowing 
it  as  I  have.  Their  conduct  with  i-espect  to  the  army  especially 
is  feeble  indecisive  and  improvident — insomuch,  that  we  are  re- 
duced to  a  more  terrible  situation  than  you  can  conceive.    False 

•The  anomalous  position  of  this  letter  is  due  to  Its  having  been  placed  by  the  editor 
of  the  Clinton  Manuscript  in  Volume  XXIV  instead  of  Volume  IV.— State  Historian. 
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and  contracted  views  of  eoonomv  liav.-  i.iwcih.mI  ili.-ni,  ili(ju;;h 
repeatedly  urged  to  it,  from  m.ikinir  ilml  |in. vision  for  oIllfriH 
which  was  requisite  to  interest  tlicm  in  ilic  service;  wliich  hnn 
produced  such  carelessness  and  indinVrcncc  to  Ihf  Kervire.  um  in 
subversive  of  every  officer-liko  qnnlity.  Tin  y  have  dlHtfusted  the? 
army  by  repeated  instances  of  llic  most  wliimsi.al  favonritlHin  in 
their  promotions;  and  by  an  absnid  prodi^'alily  of  rank  to  for- 
eigners and  to  the  meanest  stall'  of  tin-  army.  Tlicy  liavo  not 
been  able  to  summon  resolution  cnoii^li  lo  wiihshind  the  im- 
pudent importunity  and  vain  boasting  of  forfi^n  inrtenderH;  but 
have  manifested  such  a  ductility  and  im(tn.stancy  in  their  pro- 
ceedings, as  will  warrant  the  charge  of  sulTcring  theniselvpH  to 
be  bullied,  by  every  petty  rascal,  wlio  comes  armed  with  osten- 
tatious pretensions  of  military  merit  and  expericn'i-.  Would  you 
believe  it  Sir,  it  is  become  almost  proverbial  in  the  moniliH  of  the 
French  officers  and  other  foreigners,  that  they  liavc  nothing  more 
to  do,  to  obtain  whatever  they  please,  than  lo  assumt-  a  higli  tone 
and  assert  their  own  merit  with  contidencc  and  pfr.MMvcranrr*? 
These  things  wound  my  feelings  as  a  republican  niort*  tlian  I 
can  express;  and  in  some  degree  make  mo  ctint<inpiibl<'  in  my 
own  eyes. 

By  injudicious  changes  and  arrangements  in  tli.-  ('omminHary'« 
department,  in  the  middle  of  a  campaign,  ilwy  have  expoBod  the 
army  frequently  to  temporary  want,  and  to  the  «l;mg«'r  of  a  dis- 
solution, from  absolute  famine.  Ai  this  very  day  there  are  com- 
plaints from  the  whole  line,  of  having  been  three  or  four  days 
without  provisions;  desertions  have  been  immense,  and  strong 
features  of  mutiny  begin  to  show  themselves.  It  is  indeed  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  the  soldiery  have  manifested  so  unparallelled 
a  degree  of  patience,  as  they  have.     If  effect  ual  meastires  are  not 
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speedily  adopted,  I  know  not  how  we  shall  keep  the  army  to- 
gether or  make  another  campaign. 

I  omit  saying  any  thing  of  the  want  of  Cloathing  for  the  army. 
It  may  be  disputed  whether  more  could  have  been  done  than  has 
been  done. 

If  you  look  into  their  conduct  in  the  civil  line,  you  will  equally 
discover  a  deficiency  of  energy  dignity  and  extensiveness  of 
views;  but  of  this  you  can  better  judge  than  myself,  and  it  is 
unnecessary  to  particularise. 

America  once  had  a  representation,  that  would  do  honor  to 
any  age  or  nation.  The  present  falling  ofiE  is  very  alarming  and 
dangerous.  What  is  the  cause?  or  how  is  it  to  be  remedied? 
are  questions  that  the  welfare  of  these  states  requires  should  be 
well  attended  to.  The  great  men  who  composed  our  first  coun- 
cil; are  they  dead,  have  they  deserted  the  cause,  or  what  has 
become  of  them?  Very  few  are  dead  and  still  fewer  have  de- 
serted the  cause;— they  are  all  except  the  few  who  still  remain 
in  Congress  either  in  the  field,  or  in  the  civil  officers  of  their 
respective  states;  far  the  greater  part  are  engaged  in  the  latter. 
The  only  remedy  then  is  to  take  them  out  of  these  employments 
and  return  them  to  the  place,  where  their  presence  is  infinitely 
more  important. 

Each  State  in  order  to  promote  its  own  internal  government 
and  prosperity,  has  selected  its  best  members  to  fill  the  offices 
within  itself,  and  conduct  its  own  affairs.  Men  have  been  fonder 
of  the  emoluments  and  conveniences,  of  being  employed  at  home, 
and  local  attachment,  falsely  operating,  has  made  them  more 
provident  for  the  particular  interests  of  the  states  to  which  they 
belonged,  than  for  the  common  interests  of  the  confederacy.  This 
is  a  most  pernicious  -mistake,  and  must  be  corrected.    However 
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important  it  is  to  give  form  and  cmcionry  to  .\n,n  niMTM.r  .on 
stitutions  and  police;  it  is  infiuili/ly  mon'  imiH. riant  to  have  a 
a  wise  general  council;  otherwise  a  failure  of  ilic  ineaHureH  of 
the  union  will  overturn  all  vdui-  labours  for  (he  advancement  of 
your  particular  good  and  ruin  (he  common  caiise.  You  nhonld 
not  beggar  the  councils  of  the  United  States  to  enrich  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  several  members.  Realize  to  vourKeif  i In- 
consequences of  having  a  Congress  despised  a(  lionif  and  abroail. 
How  can  the  common  force  be  exerted,  if  I  Ik-  power  of  colItM-tinK 
it  be  put  in  weak  foolish  and  unsteady  hands?  How  can  \\<- 
hope  for  success  in  our  European  negoi-iations,  if  the  nati«»nH 
of  Europe  have  no  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  vigor,  of  the 
great  Continental  Government?  This  is  the  object  on  which 
their  eyes  are  fixed,  hence  it  is  America  will  drive  its  iniportanco 
or  insignificance,  in  their  estimation. 

Arguments  to  you  Sir,  need  not  be  multiplied  to  enforce  the 
necessity  of  having  a  good  general  council,  neither  do  I  think 
we  shall  very  widely  differ  as  to  the  fact  that  the  present  is  very 
far  from  being  such. 

The  sentiments  I  have  advanced  are  not  fit  for  the  vnl^jar  ear; 
and  circumstanced  as  I  am,  I  should  with  caution  utter  them 
except  to  those  in  whom  I  may  place  an  entire  confidence,  lint 
it  is  time  that  men  of  weight  and  understanding  should  take 
the  alarm,  and  excite  each  other  to  a  proper  remedy.  For  my 
part,  my  insignificance,  allows  me  to  do  nothing  more,  than  to 
hint  my  apprehensions  to  those  of  that  description  who  are 
pleased  to  favour  me  with  their  confidence.  In  this  view.  I  write 
to  you. 

As  far,  as  I  can  judge,  the  remarks  I  have  ma<le  do  not  api-lr 
to  your  state  nearly  so  much  as  to  the  other  tw.-lve.     Yon  have 
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a  imant'  a  Morris  and  may  I  not  add  a  Duer?  But  why  do  you 
not  send  your  Jay  and  your  R.  K.  Livingston?  I  wish  General 
Schuyler  was  either  explicitly  in  the  army  or  in  the  Congress. 
For  yourself  Sir,  though  I  mean  no  compliments  you  must  not 
be  spared  from  where  you  are. 

But  the  design  of  this  letter  is  not  so  much  that  you  may  use 
your  influence,  in  imi>roviug  or  enlarging  your  own  representa- 
tion, as  in,  discreetly,  giving  the  alarm  to  other  states,  through 
the  medium  of  your  confidential  friends.  Indeed  Sir  it  is  neces- 
sary there  should  be  a  change.  America  will  shake  to  its  center, 
if  there  is  not. 

You  and  I  had  some  conversation  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  last  with  respect  to  the  existence  of  a  certain  faction. 
Since  I  saw  you,  I  have  discovered  such  convincing  traits  of 
the  monster,  that  I  cannot  doubt  its  reality  in  the  most  extensive 
sense.  I  dare  say,  you  have  seen  and  heard  enough  to  settle  the 
matter,  in  your  own  mind.  I  believe  it  unmasked  its  batteries 
too  soon  and  begins  to  hide  its  head;  but  as  I  imagine  it  will 
only  change  the  storm  to  a  sap;  all  the  true  and  sensible  friends 
to  their  country,  and  of  course  to  a  certain  great  man,  ought  to 
be  upon  the  watch,  to  counterplot  the  secret  machinations  of  his 
«  iiemies.  llavc  you  heard  any  thing  of  Conway's  history?  He 
is  one  of  the  vermin  bred  in  tht*  entrails  of  this  chimera  dire, 
and  th«*re  does  not  exist  a  more  villainous  calumniator  and  in 
I  'iidiary.     He  is  gone  to  Albany  on  a  certain  expedition. 

I  am  with  great  regard  &  respect,  Sir,  Your  most  Obed.  servant 

Alex.  Hamilton. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  Poughkeepsie. 


PiIIU.K;    l'.\l'i;itS   UK    Ckokci.;    ('mMoN.  S<W 

Clinton  Scokks  at  (Iaiks'  Nkki  iikun  Em'kmitiun. 

INiii^lik.M.p.sir  .-.111  .Man-li  177H. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  roccivrd  ^yoiii-  I'avnnr  <.f  ilir  i:',(li  l\\t\  la>»r. 
Your  other  Leitor  has  not  roach.  .1  uw.  I  am  sc  CirniniMtaiiriMl 
at  i)r('Sonl  so  iiuk  li  lo  do  \-  no  |'„h1.\  lo  assiKl  riH>  Hial  I  ran  Imnllv 
steal  a  Moment  to  write  !<»  my  l-'iicmls  ilm  ili.ir  I^-ii«th  alwavi 
atTord  me  the  greatest  Pleasure.  May  I  ih.ii  Ii(i|h-  Sir  that  voii 
will  continue  to  write  me  trtMiuciiily  ilm  I  shuml  mM  prove  a 
very  punctual  Correspondent — when  I  shall  liav.-  mon-  L.-isun-  I 
hereby  promise  to  pay  the  Debt  with  IiiL-nsi.  1  winh  iIh-  I»e- 
fects  of  a  certain  great  Body  were  lass  appai-rni.  Kv»-ii  ilu-ir 
Want  of  Wisdom  but  too  Evident  in  most  of  iln-ir  Measures 
woud  in  that  Case  be  less  Injurious.  A  New  Mod*'  of  doing 
Business  by  Proxy  is  very  Fashionable  whenever  any  alarming 
Difficulties  arise  they  are  referred  to  the  New  B  of  \\  i\:  liy  ihi-m 
to  the  Executive  Powers  of  the  different  States;  this  alone  is  a 
glaring  Evidence  of  Weakness  &  Incapacity.  Coud  our  Soldiery 
subsist  on  Eesolves,  they  woud  never  waul  J'ood  ur  Cluaihing. 
Resolves  are  most  Powerful  ExiK'dients.  They  an-  to  till  to 
Cloath  to  Feed  &  pay  our  Armies  at  least  this  is  ihe  I.ariguaKO 
which  the  late  Conduct  of  our  Masters  speak. 

I  need  not  ask  you  who  contrived  iK:  phiniied  the  Northern  Kx- 
pedition,  I  have  seen  thu  Manpiis's  iustiuciions.  They  nre  m 
Curiosity  indeed.  They  supiK>se  the  i:n.iny  are  i..  I..'  pnoiilc 
Struck  &  fly  on  the  Ai)proach  ..f  ..nr  Army.  Our  Army  y.iu  may 
be  assured  were  to  take  the  advaniage  of  this  purmie  iht-iii  & 
take  Possession  of  Montreal  with  all  the  public  SiureB  »t  Clonlh 
ing  therein  &ca.  &ca.  What  a  Piny  we  had  n..t  Mm  HunU-U-nl 
to  have  carried  all  this  iuio  Ivx-- m  i-i.  thai   ihos,-  we  hail  wt-rv 
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not  cloatlu'd  or  paid    that   riovissions  &  Foirag*^  had  not  been 

providod  in  Season. 

I  wish  Jay  or  Livingston  or  both  in  Congress  tho  they  coud 

be  illy  spared  from  here,  but  this  cant  be  at  present.     I  am  D'r 

Sir  &e. 

[G.  C] 

I  take  for  granted  that  Military  Men  burn  Confidential  Letters 

for  fear  of  accidents  as  soon  as  they  are  read. 

[To  Alexander  Hamilton.] 

[private] 


[No.  G409.]* 
Governor  Clinton  Writes  Hopefully  to  Washington. 

Poughkeepsie  5th  March  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  favorf  of  the  16th  ulto.  has  been 
delivered  to  me.  The  distress  to  which  the  army  has  been  re- 
duced by  want  of  provisions  is  no  less  Surprizing  than  alarming. 
Your  Excellency's  Idea  of  the  Condition  of  this  State  is  very 
Just;  no  material  Supplies  can  t>e  dtawn  from  it.  The  attach- 
ment however  of  the  Inhabitants  to  the  American  Cause  as  well 
as  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  will  at  all  times  Stimulate  tht;m 
to  the  most  Vigorous  Exertions.  I  am  happy  to  Inform  you  that 
100  Head  of  Cattle  purchased  by  one  of  the  Commissaries  on  the 
West  side  of  the  River  are  now  driving  to  Head  Quarters  150 
Barrels  of  pork  are  also  on  the  way  and  the  most  ample  authority 
granted  to  Impress  Teams  and  Carriages  to  Transport  such  Sup- 
plies as  can  be  obtained;  whether  any  further  can  be  is  uncertain 
but  I  can  assure  your  Excellency  that  our  most  Strenuous  En- 
deavours to  i)rocure  them  shall  not  be  wanting. 

•From  Volume  XXIV  Clinton  MSS. 
tWashington's  letter  not  found. 


After  the  Reducii„n  of  the  foils  in  iIh-  Ili^'hlaniU  it  becaiiir> 
recessary  to  collect  a  Body  of  Troops  o„  H...  W.^t  8i,lo  of  the 
River.     The  Inhabitants  for  want  of  a  ConuniHwiry  of  I'lirchimoii 
Supplied  them  with  provisions  d.liv.T.-d  to  tlir  IkhuIuk  <'«niiiiiii- 
sary  and  to  this  day  are  unpaid.     Tin-  h.Ma.l.i.M.ni  of  il,,-  Norili 
ern  army  when  passinj^  <i„„'  n.ai  ,,;,,•!  of  il...  r.Minin  wi-ro  Kiip 
plied  in  like  manner,  and  lii<-  InliMlniimis  in  lik<-  maiiii.T  n-iiittin 
unpaid.     The  accounts  have  l»con  d.livtnd  lo  ih«>  CoiniiiJHiuirHii, 
but  to  no  purpose;  (his  kind  (.f  Tnaimmt  is  diHrourajiliiK  an«l 
Injurious  to  the  Service  and  (ho  more  so  as  (he  Country   ba« 
Suffered  so  essentially  by  the  l{avaj,'es  of  its  Km-mieH.     In  mv 
letter  of  the  20th  Dec'r  last  on  llic  Subjcc(  (»f  iIh-  military  oin-ra 
tions  or  rather  omissions  in  (his  Qnaitcr  1  SuggeMted  to  jour 
Excellency  the  obstacles  to  my  undertaking,'  the  DiriMtion  of  Ihc 
fortifications  ordered  to  be  made  on  the  Kivor;  thoHc  obiitarin 
still  exist.    The  Legislature  is  yet  sitting  and  the  Neoe»Harjr  at- 
tention due  to  matters  of  Government  will  jjrevcnt  my  Complying 
fully  with  the  late  Resolutions  of  Congress  on  that   Important 
Subject.     I  shall  nevertheless  Continue  to  exorcise  the  uutbority 
they  vest  me  with,  and  in  Conjunction  with  Genl.  Parnoiui  do 
my  utmost  Endeavour  to  forw.ird  iln*  works,  but  an  Kinptj  Mili- 
tary Chest  and  a  Country  full  of  Coniplaints,  art-  difllcultie*  of 
Considerable  weight,  with  these  we  have  to  StruggU-;  uiiU*iui 
Military  matters  in  this  Quarter  assum<'  a  mon-  prunuMHinj:  aju^  ct 
than  they  have  worn  fur  a  lonu:  lime  past  a  very  fertile  |mrt  of 
this  State  will  be  Depopulated;  the'  Shores  of  iludsou'H  lliver  will 
be  deserted,  nor  will  it  be  easy  (o  persuade  the  .Miliiiiui  to  repair 
to  the  Standard  of  an  ollieer  in  whom  they  have  uo  CouHdencr 
and  to  whom  they  ascribe  no  liiile  Share  of  ilieir  ininfortunm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  f*«^-  1 

His  Excellency  Genl.  Washington. 
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CLINTON  WRITES  DESPONDENTLY. 

Departments  Heavily  in  Debt,  the  People  Disgiisted  and  a  Mischievous 

Trade  Carried  On. 

*Pouglikeepsie,  5th  March,  1778. 
Sir:  Your  Excellency's  Favours  of  the  3d,  9th,  13th,  19th  aud 
24th  of  February  last  with  their  several  Inclosures  have  been 
delivered  to  me.  The  Confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the  late  Reso- 
lutions of  Congress  respecting  the  Fortifications  on  Hudson's 
River  merits  my  warmest  acknowledgments  and  I  should  be 
happy  were  it  in  my  Power  to  effect  the  valuable  Purposes  in- 
tended by.  them;  But,  Sir,  the  Legislature  of  this  State  is  still 
sitting  and  the  more  immediate  Duties  of  my  office  engross  so 
great  a  Part  of  my  Time  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  devote  all 
that  attention  to  the  Works  which  may  be  necessary  to  compleat 
them  in  Season.  Be  pleased  nevertheless  to  assure  Congress  that 
I  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  Authority  they  have  been  pleased 
to  vest  me  with  and  in  Conjunction  with  the  Commanding  Officer 
do  all  in  my  Power  to  put  the  Passes  &  River  in  a  State  of  De- 
fence— Much  Time  has  been  lost — The  Drafts  on  the  Loan  Office 
at  Albany  cannot  be  satisfied  for  want  of  Cash.  Every  Depart- 
ment is  greatly  in  Debt  and  the  PcM^ple  from  these  and  other 
Causes  greatly  disgusted — Small  parties  of  the  Enemy  have  pene- 
trated into  the  Country  North  of  the  Highlands  and  have  carried 
Horses  from  thence  thro'  the  passes  to  New  York^ — I  have  Reason 
to  believe  they  obtain  no  inconsiderable  supplies  from  the  Coun- 
try. Major  Ackland  travelling  on  his  Parole  to  New  York  by  the 
Common  Post  Road  arrived  at  that  City  without  having  been 
stopped  except  at  the  Enemy's  Out  Posts.  If  Credit  is  to  be 
given  to  very  general  and  continued  Reports  a  Mischievous  Trade 

•This  letter  is  a  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C— State  Hihtorian. 


i.  earned  on  at  Nantuok.,  .,  , ,  „ „„,  „„  p^^^,_,^__^ 

of  any  kind  been  pennilt,.,!  , „■„„«,„„„  ,1  ,.  «,.,..,  ,„„  „, 

of  the  States  between  Jlassuhuseds  &  Ma,.v|„,„,  „„.  Tr.K.,»  ,«d 
Citizens  in  New  York  could  „o(  in  ,„y  Opinion  ,,„,...  wiD.e,«l  I. 

that  aty  provided  the  Con,n,„„i,  ali ,  l.a,„l  had  b,-«n  prop^-rly 

guarded. 

As  I  am  mfoimed  Coii-ivss  hns  b.-.n  phan,.!  i..  „r.|..r  an  In 
quirrinto^he  Causes  to  which  the-  L^.ss  of  the  Fort,  on  iJud»on'. 

•"The  Congress  having,  by  a  resolve  of  the  ZSuTo^  No^Z^i^'t    a,L. 


inquiry  be  made  into  the  loss  of  Ports  Mo.ugoraory  and  Clin.  J^ 

duct  of  the  principal  officers  commanding  those  foru.   I  hare  .t  .^'. 

McDougall,  Brigadier-General  Huntington,  and  Colonel  W.gglc.,u,U.  u..*.r,  tj^ 

mand.ng  at  the  time  in  that  department  will  be  Involved  In  lb.  Inqu.rr.  .nd  iZr^ 

cZ\iV°''  ?""  ''^""  ""-<''"«'«'^  ^  F'«bkill  upon  tho  rccip    of  tbl.    ,o  l!^ 
General  McDougall  and  the  other  gentlemen  ^^ 

"General   McDougall   is   to  take  the  command  of   tho  po.u  In   (b.   H.,hl..4..     M> 
reasons   for   making    this   change   is   owing   to   tho    prejudice,    of    .h„   ,1     .     .►     ' 
whether  well  or  ill  grounded,  must  be  lndulged;-and  I  Bbould  t! 
justice  to  the  public  and  candor  towards  you.  were  I  to  conllnu 

after  I  have  been  almost  in  direct  terms  Informed,  that  the  people  of  :  •„, 

York  will  not  render  the  necessary  support  and  aafllBtance.   while  y.  .   jw^ 

head  of  that  department.    When  the  inquiry  is  finished.  I  dcaire  that  >  a  u 

Connecticut  iind  superintend  the  forwarding  on   the  now  U-vIm  with    •  ■   „- 

pedition."— Washington  to  Major-General  Putnam.  March  16.  177g. 

*The  same   day   from  headquarters,    Valley  Forge.    W.«hlngt«n   wrote  G«B«r«l   Me. 
Dougall: 

I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  17th  ultimo  in  dur  • 
immediately  upon  the  business  of  tho  inquiry,  hart  iu>' 

required  his  absence  for  some  little  time.    I  hnv. 

ton  and  Colonel  Wigglesworth  to  assist  you  in  tl 
instructions  empowering  you,  in  conjunction  wii; 
able  to  the  resolve  of  Congress.     You   will   ■■'    ■ 
the  inquiry  is  to  be  made  into  the  loss  of  i 
of  New  York,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  ; 

Hence  the  officer  commanding  in  chief  in  ; 

volved  in  the  inquiry;  because  if  he  has  bci-n  <j. 
to  those  posts,  when  called  upon  to  do  it.   tho 
of  course  make  it  appear  by  the  evidenre  pror] 
not  certain  whether  General  Putnam  has  yet  r. 
fore  by  the  enclosed,   which  you  will  ploaso  to  f 

notice  that  the  inquiry  is  to  be  hold,   and  hav<    ...     , ,.,.     ., 

that  post.    tGeneral  Huntington  .".nd  Coiunci  WiKgiestiorth  will  ■<>(  oul 
can  make  preparations  for  the  journey. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  the  Highlands,   you  are  •"  f--^-  m.nt,   ...n  n.. 
different   posts   in   that   department,   of  whlrh    I    ■ 
time  will  lat  first  be  principally  taken   up  with   i 
band;   but  I  beg  that  your  atteiillon  may  bo  ;ur 
piction  of  the  works,   or  at   least  to  puMinc  fli' 
able  to  resist  a  sudden  attack  of  tho  enomy,     «; 

very   fully  to  Congress  upon  tho  propriety  of  orj      . 

rison  of  Fort  Schuyler,    down   to  the   Hlghlanda,   sm  all    pr  <W 

tin  consequence  of  this  letter  the  ConRroHS  doo|(lo<i  ihni  .•• 

of  New  York,  including  the  whole  Northern  Doi 
officer,  and  that  he  should  be  authorized  to  draw 

of  them  as  he  should  deem  expedient.     To   

Governor  of  New  York  was  requested  to  fir  °  te 

sufficient  to  protect  the  arsenal   and  magn;-  '   '%» 

obstructions  at  the  Highlands  should  put  them  out  of  danfvr  «(  Bar  *v44aa  mfammf^ 
from  the  enemy. — Journals,  March  3lBt. 


870  PuHLic  PAri:i;s  of  riicouoR  Clinton. 

River  is  to  be  ascribed,  and  as  that  Event  took  Place  while  they 
were  more  immediately  under  my  Command  I  take  the  Liberty 
of  requesting  the  Favour  of  Congress  to  assign  a  short  Day  for 
that  Purpose.  I  flatter  myself  that  the  Delicate  &  therefore  pain- 
northern  expedition  seem  to  have  vanished.  I  have  backed  bis  opinion  forcibly  with 
my  own,  and  hope,  if  Congress  see  matters  in  the  light  we  do,  that  those  troops  may 
be  instantly  brought  down.    I  have,  &c. 

P.  S.  There  baa  been  a  resolve  of  Congress  vesting  Governor  Clinton  with  the  direc- 
tion of  the  works  erecting  for  the  defence  of  the  river,  and  requiring  the  commanding 
officer  at  Peeksliill  to  aid  him  in  the  execution  of  the  same.  Governor  Clinton.  I  under- 
stand, from  his  Civil  avocations,  does  not  incline  to  take  the  immediate  diret  lion  of  the 
business,  and  the  late  commanding  oiruer  in  that  quarter  has  doubted  from  that  resolve, 
whether  bis  Command  or  superinteudency  extended  to  the  forts.  To  remove  diRiculties 
of  tliis  kind,  by  which  the  public  service  must  suffer,  and  as  I  consider  it  essential  to 
the  nature  of  the  command,  that  one  officer  should  have  the  general  control  and  direc- 
tion of  all  the  posts  in  the  Highlands  and  their  dependencies,  and  be  answerable  for 
them,  you  are  to  consider  yourself  as  possessed  of  this  general  control  and  direction, 
and  to  act  accordingly.  If  the  Governor  has  leisure  from  his  official  duties  to  undertake 
the  more  immediate  management  of  the  works,  it  will  afford  you  a  very  desirable  as- 
sistance. 

I  have  written  to  Congress  to  give  you  every  power  necessary  to  promote  the  objects 
of  your  command;  and  in  the  meantime  you  are  to  consider  yourself  authorized,  as  far 
as  can  depend  upon  me.  to  take  every  measure  conducive  to  that  end.  I  am  sensible 
this  command  will  not  be  in  itself  the  most  agreeable  piece  of  service,  and  that  you 
would  prefer  a  post  on  the  principal  theatre  of  action;  but  the  vast  importance  of  it 
has  determined  me  to  confide  it  in  you,  and  I  am  persuaded  your  object  is  to  be  useful 
to  the  public.  If  you  get  things  in  a  proper  train  by  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  so 
as  that  the  prosecution  may  be  assigned  to  other  hands,  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  to 
a^ail  myself  of  your  services  with  the  main  army.* 

To  the  President  of  Congress,  under  the  same  date  Washington  wrote: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  letter  from  Governor  Clinton,  which  he  en- 
closed to  me  for  my  perusal  and  consideration. 

The  inconvenience  he  mentions,  as  resulting  from  the  resolve  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commandant  for  Ports  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  requires  to  be  obviated.  I 
do  not  conceive  it  to  have  been  the  design  of  Congress  to  make  the  Command  of  those 
forts  altogether  distinct  and  independent  on  the  general  command  of  the  posts  in  that 
quarter;  but  only  to  designate  the  rank  of  the  officer,  who  should  have  the  immediate 
charge  of  them.  There  is  such  an  intimate  connexion  between  the  forts  and  the  other 
posts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands  and  their  vicinity,  that  it  is  necessary  for  one  officer 
to  have  the  superintendency  and  control  of  the  whole,  and  to  be  answerable  for  all.  If 
this  were  not  to  be  the  case,  but  the  command  were  to  be  divided,  there  might  want  that 
cooperation  between  the  garrisons  and  the  troops  without,  which  might  be  essential  to 
their  preservation  and  to  the  common  purposes  of  defence.  The  assigning  a  fixed 
number  of  men  to  the  garrisons  would  not  remove  this  inconvenience:  for  the  coopera- 
tion would  still  bo  necessary.  Put  if  it  were  olherwise.  I  should  not  think  the  measure 
advisable,  because  we  do  not  know  wh.nt  number  of  men  we  may  have  in  tlie  field 
next  campaign;  and  the  number  for  the  defence  of  the  Highlands  must  be  proportioned 
to  the  general  strength,  and  the  force  of  the  garrisons  to  that  number. 

On  these  considerations,  having  oidered  General  McDougall  to  repair  to  the  High- 
lands to  assume  the  chief  command  there,  I  have  comprehended  the  forts  among  the 
other  objects  of  his  trust;  in  the  discharg-3  of  which  I  am  persuaded  he  will  manifest 
adequate  zeal  and  ability.  But  as  the  resolve  in  question  affords  room  for  doubt.  It 
will  be  proper  to  have  it  explained,  so  as  more  explicitly  to  ascertain  the  intentinn  of 
Congress.  I  am  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  Governor  Clinton,  on  the  propriety  of 
drawing  the  troops  from  the  Northward  to  reinforce  and  carry  on  the  works  in  tho 
Highlands.  From  every  thing  T  can  learn,  there  seems  to  be  no  prospect  of  prosecuting 
the  intended  expedition  Info  Panndn.  If  so.  I  apprehend  it  can  answer  no  v.iluable  end 
to  keep  a  body  of  troops  In  and  about  Albany.  In  the  present  circumstances  of  Canada, 
llllle  Is  to  be  dreaded  tlien:"e:  the  enemy.  In  all  probability,  will  be  well  satisfied  to 
act  on  the  defensive,  without  risking  the  consequences  of  an  attenint  against  us.  A 
proper  garrison  at  Fort  Schuyler,  and  a  small  party  by  way  of  guard  at  Albany,  with 
the  militia  of  the  country  that  may  be  occasionally  drawn  together,  will  be  a  suffii-ient 
security  against  tho  Inionds  of  the  enemy  from  Canada,  or  the  depredations  of  the 
neighboring  Indians,  supposing  there  were  any  of  the  tribes,  whoso  dispositions  were 
still  actively  hostile  netwithstanding  our  late  northern  successes,  which  Is  by  no 
means  a  natural  supposition.  All  the  men.  more  than  arc  wanted  for  these  purposes, 
would  be  of  the  most  important  utility  in  the  Highlands. 

If  the  arms  and  stores  at  Albany  should  be  thought  an  objection  to  the  plan.  I 
would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  Albany  appears  to  me  a  most  improper  place  for 
stationary  arsenals  or  magazines,  and  that  those  which  are  there  at  present  should  be 
removed  without  delay.  Resides,  as  they  would  be  in  most,  danger  from  an  incursion 
up  the  North  River,  the  best  way  to  counteract  that  danger  Is  to  strengthen  the  passes 
In  the  Highlands,  and  obstruct  the  navigation:  In  order  to  which  the  reinforcing  them 
with  the  troops  from  the  northward  would  be  no  Inconsiderable  step.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 


I'l  i.i.K    rAi'i;ic.s  oi    (.,. ,,  I  ,.,.>,,,^.  w7l 

ful  situation  in  wliicli  ihoHo  CirciiiiiHlanri's  Imvc  placed  me  will 

apologize  for  mv  iin|M.ihiiii{y  on  tliiH  UubJiTl. 

I  liave  tile   llonnr  to  he  with  tlif  (5r.  at.-t    i;. -j..    •    ^  ..iir  t,t 
celleucj'S  ]\losl  <»Imi|  S.r\t 

(•INI  Clinton. 

P.  S.     1  foigol   to  iiicntinn  (li;il    Iho  ArtH  uf  (.'oiigrmMi  of  the 
5  &  Gth  Fclty  nicnliitiifd  in  yuiir  i-;x<-(>llciic}-H  I^ctter  of  Ibc  19tb 

have  not  yd  conic  (o  ILind. 

His  Excellency  lleury  Laurens  Ksq. 


*  There  had  been  a  series  of  niisiipi 
works  in  the  Highlands,   us  well   uu 
of  November,   Congress  had  appoint-  'i  ' 
rather  had  counecled  that  post  with  iIil   ." 
ample  powers  to  tarry  on  the  works;   bui. 
War,   he  never  entered  upon  these  dut,i 
Clinton  was  requested  to  take  the  sui 
his   civil   employments   made    it    nee 
time   General    Putnam    went   to   Con 
Parsons.    Unfortunately   this  olllcer  ■ 
the   works   in   the   Highlands;     that    ■ 
Clinton  were  personal,  and  not  desu- 
direct  instructions,  he  could  not  rlghifull:. 
judicious   advice  of  Governor  Clinton,    h". 
proper  supervision,    till  General   Mcl)oug;i 
the  extent  of  command  are  considered,  a: 
in  executing  a  plan   which  he  did  not  ai  • 
the  midst  of  winter,  the  privations  and  : 
and  other  necessary  aids.   It  is  not  -': 
General    .McDougall    took   the   comin. 
Koseiuszko  arrived,   who  had  been  ■■ 

that   time    the    works   were    proBsed  !>    >.•,::  u 

sedulous  application  of  Koseiuszko.  i  .,»  ninlnlr 

of  the  military  defences  of  West  Ton 

Hisiihcd,   That  the  command  of  all   'ii- 
and  stationed  in  the  state  of  .\.   York  and 
in   one  general-officer;   that    this  offlcer  li  • 
therein,  and  authority  to  erect  and  n    ' 
gov.  Clinton  and  the  general-oincers  i 
and  to  e.xecute  all  the  powers  latel\    . 
to  the  defence  of  the  North- River: 

That  gov.   Clinton  be  rcKiuested  to  yield  to  tl. 
power,   in  erecting  and  making  the  fortlflrniUm 

That  for  the  more  speedy  defence  of  the  Noiili   i.   ■■ 
case   of   his   absenie   or   sickne.ss.    the   ofllcer   next    li> 
described,  be  directed  forthwith  to  draw  loKotlicr    -n 
therein  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

And  as  the  works  would  b-  greatly  oxpedlt<(l 
Albany   were  einployed   therein;   to  emit. I"  hi"- 

hereby  authorized  to  ask  of  the  gov. 

their  militia  as  he  shall  Judge  n.^.  • 
arsenal  and  magazines  there,  until  ' 
dition  as  to  render  any  sudden  atten 

That  for  manning  the  gun-boats  .1 
River,   the  said  gen<'ral-omeer  have  , 
such  time  and  on  such  terms  aa  ho  mi..,,  jw  ..  ■    ,  .    , 


[No.  1148.] 

Governor  CUtitim   Calls   Upon   the  (lOvernors  of  Coiimctu-ut  and 
Massachusetts  for  Militia  Reinforcements. 

Poiighkeepsie  Gtli  March  1778. 

Sii.  I  riuluHe  voii  ('<»j)iei>  of  ceilaiu  Kosolves  of  Congress  rela- 

tivt'  to  tlic  iVfi'iice  of  Hudson's  Kiver;  by  Several  Letters  from 

tlu'iM  on  that  Subject  they  appear  to  Consider  it  as  an  object 

Honor  of  the  Uist  luiportauce.  Could  I  believo  that  your  Excellency 
would  not  see  it  in  the  same  light  I  should  endeavour  to  point 
out  the  advantages,  thai  the  Enemy  might  draw  from  the  pos- 
session of  tins  State,  which  would  follow  the  possession  of  the 
Kivcr  and  (he  Kuinous  KtTects  \sitli  wliirh  it  would  l>e  attended 
to  AmL-riea  in  General  hut  more  jiarticularly  to  your  Slate 
&  the  State  of  Connecticut.     I   must,   therefore,   request  your 

Honor  E.rcrlleiH'}/  to  rais<^  in  your  Slate  what  you  slmll  conceive  your 
(^iiota  of  three  Thousand  men,  which  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  ilic  Scciiiily  of  the  i»asses  of  the  Kiver,  in  Case  of  an  Early 
aMempt  of  the  iMiemy  to  gain  the  I'ossession  of  them;  we,  for 
oiii-  jiart.  will  raise  7(MI  men,  whicli  1  am  satisfied  you  will  think 
our  full  j»roj)ortion  of  that  Xumhei-.  cdnsidei-iug  our  Exhausted 
and  miitilaied  State,  and  niucli  lieymid  ihc  ]iro|t(»rt ion  that  Con- 
gress have  assigned  us  u|M)n  other  occasions.  I  do  not.  Sir, 
pretend    to  Settle  your  <Jiiola   a.i:ie;ili|c   lo    the    Kesolves  eutdosed, 

your  stale  iM'canse   I   am   Satislied   that    i/nii   will   readily  make  every  Exer- 

«'"•"'•  lion    in    ifnir   |iowci-   on    this    Impoitant    (Mcasion,    I'elyini;    upon 

which,  1  n-fer  it  to  yoiii'  IMscrclion,  l(»  raise  as  nianv  men  for 
Eiglit  monljis  to  l»e  ("(tnnied.  from  the  time  of  their  arrival 
at  the  l'»»sts  on  the  Ki\er  as  yon  possildy  can;  and  as  1  hasc  not 
called  for  any  jiarticnlar  .Xumlicr.  and  only  intimated  that  at 
least   :;(MMi.  .x.  IhsIm.  of   wlijii    Coniinciiial   Troojis   we   may   Col- 


I'l  i'.i.i(    I'.\i'i:ks  (»k  (ii)<nt<;ic  ('i.ivton.  *«'7". 

lect,  will  be  Necc'ssjirv  1  Ihiii.r  nivHcIf  thai  tin-  NiiiiiImt  vou 
may  think  it  in'iidcnt  iu  raise  will  \„-  a(  ili.-  \x>Htn  l.v  iIm'  iiiiddlo 
of  April  al  fardicsl. 

I  would  bo^-  leave  l(t  Sii^i^iesi  Id  \..iir  Hxrrlhnn/  {hf  l*r«ij.n.-t  v  n 
of  having  a  part  ol'.vdiir  \V<'s(erimisl  Milida  (M|iii|M*4l  and  n-adv  to 
march  at  the  first  noiio-  untlei-  the  Coniiiiainl  of  voiir  Im-hI  ofn 
cers.  No  measuro  nocessar.v  fur  ilie  S»Miiri(y  of  \\u-m'  Ini|M»rtant 
posts  will  I  hope  he  iie-^lecie.l  l.v  .iili.r  of  ihc  StatfH  intoroNted 
in  their  preservalioii.  "Sdnr  /../<•<//«)/<•;/  will  i..-  |.le;ihe«|  to  advlii 
me  the  State  of  Massachusclls  of  Mm-  Ximilier  tif  men  _v<Mir  Htate 
propose  to  raise,  ///'//  ///'//  nniii  tjnn  i  u  IhimmUvn  acrordimjlif  and 
I  will  be  much  ohli(/((l  In  i/aii  fur  tin  HL>  lufm  uititinu,  hy  lhp  oor 
liest  opportunity.  If  anions  (lie  Niinil.ei-  to  l»e  laihed  in  jkour 
State  there  might  be  a  Coininnni  nr  Im,  of  (arnntlj  artificorw  '^^ 
especiallij  Carpenters  they  would  be  of  sin^'iilar  um-.  I  have  tho 
honor  to  be  wiOi  (lie  Hiiihesl   l-lsleein   \i>\w  most  obed.  S«tv. 

(hit.  ('lintnn. 

P.  S.  If  the  Men  to  be  raised  in  _\oiir  Stale  can  pofM«ibly  b«* 
sent  to  the  Posts  assigned  ilieni  befoic  the  Time  above  incniioncd 
it  may  be  attended  with  the  most  salutary  KlT<'rtn  iih  Umg  be- 
fore that  tlie  liiver  will  be  free  of  b  ••  I'V  aeeewsible  to  the  KneniT 
who  may  improve  the  Marliesi  ( »i>|ioriiiiiii_\  lo  obr»iruii  th«' 
Works  by  seudiu;,^  ujt  tlieii-  slii|)|iiii;r. 
His  Excellency  doiiailiau  liunduill  i;»|  r. 
a  Similar  one  sent  to  (Jov.  of  .Ma6sailiiisi  is  r.a\. 
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[No.  1U9.] 

Congress  Names  April  22,  1778,  as  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving  and 

Prayer. 

In  Congress,  March  7th  1778. 

Whereas  Almighty  God,  in  the  righteous  dispensation  of  his 
providence  hath  permitted  the  continuation  of  a  cruel  and  deso- 
lating war  in  our  land;  and  it  being,  at  all  times,  the  duty  of  a 
people  to  acknowledge  God  in  all  his  ways,  and  more  especially 
to  humble  themselves  before  him,  when  evident  tokens  of  his 
displeasure  are  manifested,  to  acknowledge  his  righteous  govern- 
ment, confess  and  forsake  their  evil  ways,  and  implore  his  mercy, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  set  apart  Wednesday,  the  22d  day  of  April  next,  to 
be  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer;  that, 
at  one  time,  and  with  one  voice,  the  inhabitants  may  acknowl- 
edge the  righteous  dispensations  of  divine  providence,  and  con- 
fess their  iniquities  and  transgressions,  for  which  the  land 
moumeth;  that  they  may  implore  the  mercy  and  forgiveness  of 
<rod,  and  beseech  him,  that  vice,  prophaneness,  extortion,  and 
every  evil  may  be  done  away,  and  that  we  may  be  a  reformed  and 
happy  people:  that  they  may  unite  in  humble  and  earnest  sup- 
plication, that  it  may  please  Almighty  God,  to  guard  and  de- 
fend us  against  our  enemies,  and  give  vigour  and  success  to  our 
military  operations,  by  sea  and  land;  that  it  may  please  him,  to 
bless  the' civil  rulers  and  people,  strengthen  and  perpetuate  our 
union,  and,  in  his  own  good  time,  establish  us  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  our  rights  and  liberties;  that  it  may  please  him, 
to  bless  our  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  make  them 
nurseries  of  true  piety,  ^irtue  and  useful  knowledge;  that  it  may 
[(lease  him,  to  cause  the  earth  to  yield  its  increase,  and  to  crown 
the  year  with  his  goodness. 
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And  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unit.d  States 

to  abstain  on  that  day  from  labour  and  recreation. 

By  order  of  Congress 

ITonry  Laiin  m<.  I'roKidciit. 
Attest  Chas.  Thompson  sec'v. 


[No.  1150.] 
General  Clinton  Introd/iices  Potcdcr  Maker  FouqucI  hi  llinri/  Winner. 

Poughkeepsie  71  h  March  1778. 
Sir,  By  the  inclosed  Copy  of  a  Lottor  fmin  Ww  Hu.ini  of  War 
you  will  observe  the  great  Pains  taken  by  them  (<>  [►ropogate  the 
Knowledge  of  Powder  making  in  the  United  States,  and  as  yoo 
are  Proprietor  of  the  only  Powder  Mills  now  in  this  Stale.  I  have 
thought  proper  to  direct  Mons't  Fouquett  &  Son  to  wait  upon 
you  &  to  Bequest  that  you  will  take  such  Measures  with  them  as 
will  best  Tend  to  acomjilish  the  iN'signs  of  tli;it  llunoralde 
Board.  Any  Moderate  Drafts  they  may  make  for  ih-fraying  thoir 
Travelling  Expences  while  in  this  State,  you  will  jdrasi-  to  Honor 
taking  their  account  &  Beceiptfi  &  the  i^nuw  shall  be  n-paid  .\oii. 
The  Articles  are  too  Icnghthy  lo  inclose  a  Copy  at  pn-sfiit.  I  am 
your  most  Obed't  Serv't 

The  Hon'ble  Henry  Wisner  Esqr. 


[No.  lir.l.] 
Colonel  Lewis  Reports  the  (hins  Cnpturol  nl  rirnn.lnn,jn  nrf>rliw 

in  Trunnions. 

All»any.  7  .March  1778. 

Sir,  I  Have  received  Instructions  from  tlw  Hoar. I  war,  to  for- 
ward to  your  Order,  such  of  the  Cann.ui  heft  bv  th.'  Kiu-m.v  at 
Tyconderoga,  as  you  shall  direct  (Eight  Pieces  KxceptiHi)  which 
are  to  be  forwarded  to  Fort  Schuyler.    Twenlv  six  PicrcH  hav.» 
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already  arrived  in  this  City,  and  the  Remainder,  to  the  Number 
of  Fifty,  Hourly  Expected,  I  must,  therefore,  Request  your  Ex- 
cellency will  advise  what  Number  shall  be  sent  down  the  River 
and  to  what  Place.  Almost  the  whole  of  them,  I  am  informd 
are  Deprived,  some  of  one,  and  some  of  both  Trunions. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  due  Respect  Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obt.  Hum.  Serv. 

M.  Lewis*  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  N.  D. 

His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton. 


[No.  1152.] 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  TORY  PLOT. 

Governor    Clinton    Reprohatcs    the    Unruly    Spirit    Prevailing   in 
Cambridge  and  the  Absence  of  Courts. 

Poughkeepsie,  8th  March  1778. 

Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  5th  Instant,  wrote  by 

Order  of  the  Committee  of  Albany  with  the  Inclosures.     On  the 

•Morgan  Lewis  was  the  son  of  Francis  Lewis,  the  signer.  He  was  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York  on  the  16th  day  of  October,  1754.  Educated  at  the  Elizabethtown  Academy 
and  Princeton  College,  he  graduated  in  1773,  took  his  degree  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
John  Jay.  A  year  later,  believing  that  a  contest  with  the  mother  country  was  inevi- 
table, he  joined  a  volunteer  military  company,  and  a  few  days  after  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  he  repaired  to  Boston  as  a  volunteer.  In  the  meantime  lie  was  elected 
captain  of  the  New  York  City  Volunteers,  and  was  present  when  Marinus  Willett 
removed  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war  from  the  arsenal  on  the  battery,  under  the 
guns  of  the  British  man  of  ^ar  "  Asia."  It  was  a  detachment  of  Lewis'  company  who 
fired  the  volley  into  the  scouting  barge  from  the  "  Asia,"  which  killed  one  of  the 
crew  and  severely  wounded  another. 

When  the  militia  of  New  York  was  organized  in  November,  1775.  Lewis  was  com- 
missioned as  first  Major  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  Foot,  of  which  John  Jay  was 
Colonel.  The  latter  however,  never  qualified,  and  the  organization  and  the  disciplining 
of  the  regiment  devolved  upon  Major  Lewis.  In  June,  1776,  he  accompanied  General 
Hates  to  thd  northern  frontier  as  Chief  of  Staff,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  Subse- 
quently, he  was  commissioned  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Northern  Department,  a 
position  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  the  Ticoudcroga  expedi- 
tion, and  rendered  Inestimable  services  to  Schuyler  during  the  preliminary  work  which 
culminated  In  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  He  acted  as  aide  to  General  Gates  in  the 
battle  of  Stillwater  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1777,  and  the  battle  of  Saratoga, 
October  7th. 

It  was  Ijcwis  who  escorted  Burgoyne's  surrendered  army  through  the  long  line  of 
American  troops,  when  they  laid  down  their  arms.  He  accompanied  General  Robert 
Van  RenRf=elaer'B  expedition  in  the  fall  of  1780  against  Sir  John  Johnson  and  Brant. 
His  conduct  In  the  affair  at  Stone  Arabia  was  most  courageous,  and  he  repeatedly 
exposed  his  life  with  the  utmost  fearlessness.  Later  he  joined  Governor  Clinton's 
expedition  to  Crown  Point 


4th  Instant  I  wrote  to  the  \Vorsliij)fuI,  John  IJan.lav  hs-ir,  thr 
Mayor  of  your  City,  giving  him  Inlelligeucc  of  a  Nuiubtr  of 
Persons  in  Newtown,  in  your  County,  who  had  inliHti-d  uikUt  cue 
Stephen  Hooper  living  near  the  Round  f/ik.-  in  SaraKljtogii 
Patent.  This  Information  I  liad  from  homic  of  iiic  party  whom 
our  Guards  in  West  Chester  County  was  fortunate  enough  to 
take,  on  their  way  to  New  York,  .v^  I  In.Ios.  d  a  Li^t  of  the  Namea 
of  the  Persons  as  far  as  I  had  obtained  Knowledge  of  them.  I 
hope  that  Letter  has  been  received  before  now,  as  I  Oatt.r  njy- 
self  that  a  full  Discovery  may  be  had  of  those  FellowH  if  appre- 
hended &  properly  examined,  &  if  any  Conspiracy  \h  ou  Foot 
against  the  Country  it  may  be  thereby  in  our  Power  to  defeat  it 
I  am  very  unhappy  to  learn  that  so  unruly  a  Spirit  prevails 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  Cambridge  &  the  adjan  ut  DiHtriet* 
&  that  such  Acts  of  violence  shoud   be   comniitii'd   by    them, 

At  the  close  of  hostilities,  Colonel  Lewis  resumed  tho  practice  of  Ih"  i^w  ».>.i  hto 
military  instincts  could  not  be  subdued,   and  he  was  appointed  by   Go.  •  lO. 

Colonel    Commandant   of    a    corps    of    volunteer   militia,    and    had    Ih.  .    ©I 

escorting  General  Washington  upon  his  first  inauguration  as  proaldcnl  o.'  il.«  L'tti(t4 
States.  He  served  two  terms  in  the  Assembly,  and  was  appolntod  by  ih«  ConocU  ol 
Appointment  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Dutchess  County  Court  of  C'  :  . 

Originally  a  Federalist,   he  abandoned  the  party  In  1790,    and  t;.  »ln«  b« 

was  appointed  Attorney  General  of  the   state  to  All  tho  vacancy  .  ''■■<■■  f- 

nation  of  Aaron  Burr,  who  had  become  United  States  senator.    In  IT.'.    !.•    ■>  .  :■  : 

Supreme  Court  Judge,  and  nine  years  later  Chief  Justice.  Thrte  >...r  r  .-.  .  .■  j 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  as  their  candidate  for  Governor.  Cbmaccjlor  Joba 
Lansing  having  declined.  He  defeated  his  opponent,  Aaron  Uurr,  br  a  b*s4*(MB« 
majority. 

Although  his  administration  was  eminently  respectable,  he  was  defwaUd  la  IMV  hf 
Daniel    D.    Tompkins.    la  1810,    he   was   persuaded   again    to        -  •  *    «aa 

elected  Senator  from  the  Middle  District,    As  a  member  of  ■  •» 

all    his    influence    and    strength    in    behalf    of    Governor    '1    .  .,     .  ••- 

Although  a  very  old  man,   the  martial  spirit  was  still  strong  In  bim  *.b« 

declaration  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Slntcs  was  m.  b« 

offered   his  services  and   was   appointed   Quartermaster  General   of  lb-  '■•• 

Army,    with    the    rank   of    Brigadier   General.    March,    1813,    he    was    i  ;i>r 

General.    Although  in  very  feeble  health,  he  participated  In  ■  •  ;♦- 

dition  to  the  Niagara  frontier,   and  accompanied  Gcni-ral  \v  v  )•  «■ 

the  St.  Lawrence.    A  year  later,  he  commanded  the  forces  a;, -  ■       ;-c  Jc.c^.«  ol 

New  York  City.  He  again  retired  from  public  life,  at  tho  end  of  lb«  war.  b«t 
reappeared  occasionally  to  deliver  orations  on  Important  occa«lons  Id  1^'  ^)'  was 
elected  president  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  and  at  the  Ufr-      '  ^-.h. 

April  7,  1844,   he  was  the  presiding  ofllcer  of  tho  SUte  Society  of  ttao  <  »»4 

tho  Grand   Master  of  the  Masonic  Grand   I»dge  of   New   York.    Ht>  »•  bi* 

political  Influence  by  his  marriage  In  the  spring  of  1779.   to  Ocrinids   :  tb« 

Bister  of  Robert  R.  and  Edward  Livingston.— State  lli.sToniAK. 
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while  tbey  profess  themselves  Friends  to  the  Cause  of  America. 
It  evinces  the  Propriety  of  a  vigorous  Government,  &  proves  the 
necessity  of  having  our  Civil  Magistrates  appointed  and  our 
Courts  of  Justice  opened  as  it  is  evident  the  Committee  in  that 
District  has  losst  its  influence  and  authority  &  can  no.  longer 
maintain  Peace  &  a  due  Subordination  there.  This  I  hope  will 
soon  be  the  Case,  &  I  trust  a  due  Exertions  of  Authority  under 
the  Constitution  will  have  the  happy  Effect  of  reducing  these 
People  to  a  proper  Sense  of  their  Duty.  In  the  Mean  Time  it  is 
highly  prudent  &  commendable  in  the  most  public  Manner  to 
discountenance  their  Riotous  Proceedings  &  to  give  the  well  dis- 
posed i&  peaceable  Inhabitants  all  the  Protection  in  your  Power. 

It  has  been  always  my  Opinion  that  no  disafected  Persons 
especially  those  of  Influence  shoud  be  suffered  to  go  at  large,  but 
how  to  confine  them  or  where  to  send  them,  seems  to  be  the 
DiflSculty.  The  Legislature  have  passed  an  Act  for  appointing 
Commissioners  for  detecting  &  defeating  Conspiracies  with  very 
Ample  Powers  &  the  Appointment  of  them  is  only  delayed  till 
we  shall  be  able  to  learn  who  are  the  most  proper  Persons  to 
execute  this  Important  Trust.  As  soon  as  such  Commissioners 
are  appointed  they  will  be  the  proper  Persons  to  apply  to  on  this 
Subject. 

I  am  surprized  to  learn  that  a  British  Officer  &  Doctor  shoud 
be  suffered  to  pass  to  New  York  on  their  Paroles,  without  being 
under  the  Conduct  of  one  of  our  Officers^  to  the  Enemy's  Lines, 
&  I  am  Still  more  surprized  that  men  of  such  Character  as  you 
mention,  shoud  be  permitted  to  accompany  them.  You  may  rest 
assured,  if  they  shoud  fall  in  my  Way,  they  will  not  pass  unex- 
amined &  I  trust  you  will  take  proper  Notice  of  them  on  their 


rriti.i.'   Pai-kus  ok  (;i.,,k.,i    <   ,.is-,-,,n.  j^;., 

Return.  I  inclose  you  u  PnMl.nnali..,,  i  so,,,..  |.a.V8  Hinco  Ihhuc.1. 
to  preTent  the  undue  Communicali,.,.  wh,.).  h.s  lately  b.-.n  hdd 
With  the  Enemy  &  am  with  du.  Ji.„p,Mt,  V.H.r  M.,sf  ch.d. 
Serv't 


[To  the  Chairman  of  Albany  Conmiittcc] 


l<>.  C.J 


END  OF  VUI.IAIK  If. 
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